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ACCOUNTS AND PAPERS: 
1854. 



THIRTY-SIX VOLUMES:— CONTENTS OF THE 
TWENTY-SECOND VOLUME. 



N.B. — THE Figures at tite beginning of the line, correspond with the N* at the 
foot of each Paper ; and the Figures at the end of the line, refer to the MS. Paging 
of the Volumes arranged for The House of Commons. 



POST-OFFICE: 

Post-oflSce : 

319. Return of the Number of Chargeable Letters delivered in the United Kingdom in 

the Year immediately preceding the first General Reduction of Postage, on the 
5th December 1839, and for each complete Year subsequent thereto; Account 
of Gross and Net Post-oflSce Revenue, and Cost of Management, with the Pay- 
ments for Conveyance of Mails by Railway in the United Kingdom, in each 
Year from 5 January 1838; Number and Amount of Money Orders issued and 
paid in each Year ending 6 January 1848 ; and Expense of Money Order Office, 
and Amount received as Commission during the Year 1863 - - - p. i 

320. Accounts of the Gross and Net Revenue of the Post-office, with the Charges of 

Management ; of the Payments made by the Post-office for Conveyance of Mails 
by Railway within the United Kingdom ; of Payments other than Charges of 
Management; of the Expense of the Money Order Office, and Amount received 
for Commission ; and Amount paid by each Public Department under the Head 
Postage; for the Year ending January 1864 ----- y 

3. Return of the Number of Chargeable Letters delivered in the United Kingdom in 
each Year from 1839 to 1863 inclusive - - - - - - -13 

Money Orders : 

619. Return of the Sums received by the Post-office from the Ist day of April last to 
the dOth day of this present Month of June, inclusive, for Printed Forms of 
Application ror Money Orders ; also of the Number of Money Orders issued, 
the Gross Amount thereof, and of the Gross Sum received for issuing the same 
during the Period aforesaid; together with the Cost of maintaining and 
Expenses incidental to the Money Order Offices in Great Britain and Ireland^ 
for the Three Months ending the 30th day of this present Month of June - 15 

Ocean Postage : 

491. Return of the Names of the Colonies and British Dependencies that have adopted 
the Uniform Rate of Ocean Postage ; also the Names of the Colonies and 
British Dependencies in which it has not been adopted - - - 17 

Parliamentary Papers : 

268. Copy of the Post-office Regulations now in force for the Transmission of Parlia- 
mentary Papers to Parts in the United Kingdom, to the Channel Islands, and 
to the several Colonies and Possessions of the Crown - - - - 19 

Postage (Army and Navy) : 

366. Return showing the Rates of Postage and the Regulations relating to the forwarding 
of Letters and Newspapers to the Army in the East, and Naval Squadrons in 
the Baltic and the Blach Sea, as sanctioned by the Treasury - - - 23 

Vol. LX.— Sess. 1854. a 2 {contimted) 
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Rural Letter Carriers : 
521. Return of the Number of Substitutes which have been provided on alternate 
Sundays to enable Rural Letter Carriers to attend Divine Service, in pursuance 
of a Recommendation contained in the Report of the Commissioners appointed 
to investigate the Question of Sunday Labour in the Post-office, dated the 10th 
day of August 1860, 8cc. p. 27 

Islands of Arran : 

136. Copy of the Correspondence relative to the Establishment of a Postal Communi- 
cation with the Islands of Arrant on the West Coast of Ireland - - 29 

Mail Packet (Orkney) : 
42. Copy of Treasury Minute authorizing the Establishment of a Contract Packet for 
the Conveyance of the Mail from the Coast of Scotland to the Orkney 
Islands .-.---------33 

SHIPPING: 

Registered Vessels, &c. : 

134. Return of the Number and Tonnage of Sailing Vessels registered at each of the 
Ports of Great Britain and Ireland^ including the IsU of Man and the Channel 
Islands ; distinguishing those under and those above Fifty Tons Register, on 
the 31st day of December 1863 : — Similar Return of Steam Vessels and tlieir 
Tonnage : — Return of the Number and Tonnage of Vessels that entered and 
cleared Coastwise, at each of the Ports of Great Britain and Ireland, Isle of 
Man, and Channel Islands (including their repeated Voyages), distinguishing 
Steam from Sailing Vessels, between the 31st day of December 1862 and the 
31st day of December 1853 : — Like Return from and to the Colonies; further 
distinguishing British from Foreign Vessels; also, from and to Foreign Ports; 
also, distinguishing British from Foreign Vessels : — Return of the Number and 
Tonnage of Sailing Vessels registered at each of the Ports of the Colonies of 
the United Kingdom respectively ; distinguishing those under and those above 
Fifty Tons Register, on the 31st day of December 1853: — Similar Return of 
Steam Vessels and their Tonnage .-—Returns of the Number of Vessels, with 
their Tonnage (distinguishing Steam from Sailing Vessels), Uiat were built and 
registered, distinguishing Timber from Iron Vessels ; also, a sunilar Return of 
Vessels sold and transferred ; also, a similar Return of Vessels wrecked ; also, 
a similar Return of Vessds broken up, in the Year 1853 : — Of the Number of 
Colonial-built Vessels, and their Tonnage, registered at each of the Ports of the 
United Kingdom, in the Year 1863 ; distinguishing the Number and Tonnage 
of each Colony respectively: — Similar Return of the Number of Foreign-built 
Vessels and their Tonnage : — ^And, Return of the Shipping employed in the 
Trade of the United Kingdom, exhibiting the Number and Tonnage of Vessels 
that entered Inwards and cleared Outwards (including their repeated Voyages), 
separating British from Foreign Vessels, also Steam from Sailing Vessels, and 
distinguishing the Trade with each Country, in the Year 1853 (in continuation 
of Pari. Paper, No. 299, of Sess. 1852-53) 35 

Shipping (Ireland) : 

250. Return of the Number and Tonnage of the Vessels entering and clearing Outwards 
of the several Ports of IrelarSi, from and to Foreign Ports, distinguishing the 
Foreign from the Shipping of the United Kingdom ; the Number and Tonnage 
of the Vessels employed in the Channel and Ck>asting Trade (those from and to 
a Port within a Port to be given separately from the Port itself) ; also, the Number 
and Tonnage of the Vessels registered m the several Ports of Ireland, Year by 
Year, for the Four Years commencing the 5th day of January 1860, and ending 
the 5th day of January 1854 (in continuation of Parliameidisuy Paper, No. 171, 
of Session 1861) - - - -^ -^ - - - - ^-49 

Apprentices (Merchant Sea Service) : 
933. Return of the Number of Apprentices in the Merchant Sea Service on the 1st day 
of January 18$Q and the 1st day of January 1864 ----- 56 

Bristol Channel : 
286. Transcript of the Short-hand Writer's Minutes of Evidence taken before Captain 
Beecney, b.n,, at an Inquiry into the pesent system of Pilotage of the Ehristol 
Channel .----------.-57 

British Ships : 
45. Returns of British Ships employed in the Trade of the United Kira^dom, in the 
Year 1853, as compared with the Four previous Years, not including repeated 
Voyages .----- .---. 203 
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Mercantile Marine Fund : 

243. Account of the Income and Expenditure under the Mercantile Marine Act (1850), 
and Steam Navigation Act (1861), for the Year ending 81 December 1853 : — 
Prepared pursuant to Act 13 & 14 Vict. c. 93, and 14 & 16 Vict c. 79, p. 205 

Merchant Seamen's Fund : 

242. Account of the Receipt and Expenditure under the Seamen's Fund Winding-up 
Act, from 1 January to 31 December 1853, with an Account of the Sums received 
and paid for the Wages and Effects of deceased Seamen in the Year 1863 ; with 
explanatory Letter from the Board of Trade to the Treasury - - - 21 1 

Steam Vessels : 

141. Return of the whole of the Registered Steam Vessels of the United Kingdom on 
the Ist day of January 1854; distinguishing Vessels built of Iron, and also 
Vessels having Screw Propellers, and. giving the Aggregate Number of Vessels, 
and Amount of Tonnage - - - - - - - - -219 

Vessels and Tonnage : 

390. Return showing the Number of Vessels and of Tonnage entered Inwards and cleared 
Outwards at each of the Twelve principal Ports of the United Kingdom ; also, 
the OflScial and Declared Value of Exports, and Official Value of Imports, for 
each of the said Ports, during the Years 1861, 1862 and 1863 (in continuation 
of Pari. Paper, No. 666, of Session 1861) 241 

'* Annie Jane," Ship : 

[1724.] Report of an Investigation into the Loss of the " Annie Jane," made by direction 
of the Board of Trade, by Captain F. W. Beechj/y r.n. - - - . 245 

" Olinda," Ship : 

[1726.] Report of an Investigation into the Loss of the " 0/iwrfa," of Liverpool, made under 
the direction of the Board of Trade by Captain W. H. Walker - - 331 

" Tayleur," The Ship : 

^1720.] Report of an Investigation into the Loss of the " Tayleur,'' oi Liverpool, made 
under the direction of the Board of Trade, by Captain W. S. Walker - 351 

167. Copy of the Report and Evidence taken before the Liverpool Marine Board, in the 
case of Captain Noble of the " Tayleur " 375 

Harbors of Refuge : 

276. Detailed Statement relative to the Harbors of Refuge at Dover, Harwich, Aldemey, 
Jersey and Portland; together with the Quarterly Reports of the Engineers, for 
the Year ending 31 March 1864 -f- - - - - - - 389 



/ 



Channel Islands : 

count of the several Sums paid for the Purchase of Land in the Channel Islands 
for Harbour and for Fortincation Purposes ; stating the Place where situated, 
the Extent of tiie Land, the Date when purchased, and the Prices paid for the 
same ------------- 417 

Dover Harbour : 

67. Return of all Sums received by the Warden and Assistants of Dover Harbour on 
account of Tonnage Duties from the 10th day of Ootober 1849 to the 10th day 
of October 1862 (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 488, of Session 
1860) 4^6 
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POST OFFICE. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honoorable The House of Commons, 
dated 9 February i854;*-^/ory 

A BETURN^ ^' as nearly as can be estimated, of the Number of Charobablb Lettbrs 
delivered in the United Kingdom in the Year immediately preceding the First General 
Rbduotion of Postage on the 6th day of December 1839, and for each complete 
Year subsequent thereto ; also, for the First Year, the Number of Franks, and for 
the Last Year, and up to as late a Period as practicable, the Number of Letters for 
each Week in which they were counted : " 

** ACCOUNT, showing the Gross and Net Post-Oppice Rbybnub, and the Cost of 
Mahagbmeht, for the United Kingdom, for the Year ending the 5th day of January 
1838, and for each subsequent Year, excluding from the Account, whether of Gross 
Revenue or Cost of Management, any Advances that may have been made by the 
English to the Irish Post-Officb, and Advances to the Money-Order Office; 
also disregarding, in the Return for each Year, any Old Debts written off or Postage 
remitted, or any other Deductions which relate to previous Years : '' 

« RETURNS of the Payments made by the Post-Ofpicb during the Year ending the 
oth day of January 1838, and each subsequent Year, for the Conveyance of the 
Mails by Railway in the United ELingdom; distinguishing in each instance the 
Payments for Work done within the Year from Payments for Work done in previous 
Years:'' 

^ Of the Number and Amount of Money-Orders issued and paid in the United King- 
dom during the Year ending the 6th day of January 1840, and each subsequent 
Year:'' 

'' And, of the Expense of the Monby-Ordbr Offiob, and the Amount receited for 
Commission during the Year ending the 31st day of December 1853; also, the 
Amount of Profit in that Year, and in each of the four previous Years." 



General Pott-OfficeA ROWLAND HILL, 

10 June 1864. J Secretary. 



{The Judge Advocate.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
20 June 1854. 
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RETURNS RELATIVE TO THE NUMBER OF CHARGEABLE LETTERS, 



RETURN, as nearly as can be estimated, of the Number of Chargeable Letters delirered in the United Kingdom, 
in the Year immediately preceding the First General Reduction of Postage on the 6th day of December 1889, and 
for each complete Year sabsequent thereto; also, for the First Year, the Number of Franks, and, for the Last Year, 
and up to as late a Period as practicable, the Number of Letters for each Week in which they were counted. 







ENGLAND AND WALEa 


TOTAL, 

EugUuid and 

Wales. 


Total, 
Ireland. 


Total, 
Scotland. 


GROSS TOTAL, 1 
United 
Kingdom. 


YEAR ENDII 
3l8t DECEMBEI 


Conntry OflBces. 


London, 

Inland, 

Foreign and 

Sliip. 


London 

District 

PosU 


Estimated Number of Let- 
ters - - 1839 


... 


• 


• 


59,982,520 


8,301,904 


7.623,148 


75,907,672 


Estimated Number 
Franks - 


of 
1880 


. 


- 


- 


5,172,284 


1,054,608 


836,232 


6,663,024 


Estimated Number of Let- 
ters - - 1840 


88,071,308 


23,559,835 


20,872,382 


132,008,525 


18,210,642 


18,554,167 


168,768,344 


» » 


1841 


103,395,677 


27,966,722 


23,108,722 


154,471,121 


20,794,297 


21,234,772 


196,500,191 


99 « 


1842 


in.llMSO 


29,385,282 


23,389,942 


163,890,713 


22,328,154 


22,215,588 


208,434,451 


» l> 


1843 


117,704,474 


30,908,743 


24,881,410 


173,494,627 


23,482,463 


28,473,216 


220,460,306 


9t W 


1844 


129,096,023 


33,575,936 


26,980,460 


189,652,419 


25,937,188 


26,502,077 


242,091,684 


99 9> 


1845 


147,227,481 


36,097,711 


80,828,486 


214,153,628 


28,587,993 


28,669,168 


271,410,789 


f9 ff 


1846 


162,624,024 


39,903,681 


83,261,060 


235,878,755 


82,572,947 


81,135,060 


299,586,762 


» t9 


1847 


175,023,407 


43,757,540 


34,630,817 


253,411,764 


35,473,316 


33,261,163 


322,146,243 


99 99 


1848 


180,716,102 


45,991,153 


33,672,747 


260,880,002 


84,887,481 


38,563,101 


828,830,184 


» W 


1849 


187,382,329 


.45,845,683 


33,960,398 


267,188,410 


35,463,918 


84,746,876 


337,399,199 


99 99 


1850 192,508,628 


44,866,170 


88,887,844 


276,252,642 


86,888,896 


36,427^34 


847,069,071 


99 »> 


1851 


199,746,304 


47,819,499 


40,585,952 


288,151,755 


85,982,782 


36,512,649 


860,647,187 


r9> 99 


1852 


212,633,733 


51,171,423 


40,408,207 


804,208,863 


37,449,953 


87,848,182 


879,601,499 


99 V 


1853 


232,504,177 


54,402,023 


42,816,314 


829,722,614 


40,419,665 


40,675,310 


410,817,489 


Week ending, 


















21 January 1853 


- 


4,404,544 


1,021,021 


' 854,914 


6,280,479 


757,707 


758,712 


7,796,898 


21 February „ 


- 


4,499,007 


1,026,056 


901,295 


6,426,358 


766,818 


788,389 


7,981,560 


21 March „ 


- 


4,388,183 


1,068,690 


881,531 


6,283,854 


747,265 


784,012 


7,814,631 


21 April „ 


- 


4,375,254 


1,087,567 


879,880 


6,342,701 


772,955 


755,851 


7,871,507 


21 May 


- 


4,191,631 


976,615 


828,868 


6,997,114 


768,245 


757,507 


7,622,866 


21 June „ 


- 


4,300,116 


1,035,395 


845,765 


6,181,276 


798,292 


767,874 


7,747,442 


21 July 


- 


4,515,066 


1,053,714 


802,750 


6,871,530 


763,845 


770,828 


7,906,203 


21 August „ 


- 


4,575,421 


1,072,698 


716,541 


6,864,660 


802,833 


804,846 


7,971,839 


21 September ,, 


- 


4,550,588 


1,007,857 


718,272 


6,271,217 


• 783,383 


790,222 


7,844,772 


21 October „ 


m 


4,645,225 


1,050,436 


808,704 


6,504,365 


796,776 


787,377 


8,088,618 


21 November „ 


- 


4,506,992 


1,051,914 


799,865 


6,858,771 


772,215 


797,628 


7,928,614 


21 December „ 


- 


4,702,833 


1,107,850 


897,303 


6,707,986 


797,336 


823,864 


8,329,186 


21 January 1854 


- 


4,862,518 


1,096,220 


905,680 


6,864,418 


803,705 


815,024 


8,483,147 


• 
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POST-OFFICE REVENUE AND CONVEYANCE OF MAILS BY RAILWAY. 



AN ACCOUNT, showing the Gross and Net Post-Office Revenue and the Cost of Management for the United 
Kingdom, for the Year ending the 5th January 1638, and for each subsequent Year; excluding from the Account 
whether of Gross Revenue or Cost of Management, any Advances that maj have been made bj the English to the 
Irish Post-Office and Advances to the Money-Order Office ; also disregarding, in the Return for each Year, 
any Old Debts written off, or Postage remitted, or any other Deductions which relate to previous Years. 



YEAR 


ENDING. 


GroBS Revenue 


• 


Cost of Hanagementt 


Net Revenue. 


Postage Charged 

on the Government 

Departmenta. 


Net Revenne, 

ezdiisive of Charges on 

the Government 

Departments. 






£. 


s. 


d. 


£. 


5. 


d. 


£. 


S. 


d. 


£. s. 


d. 


£. #. d. 


5 January 


r 1888'- 


2,839,737 


18 


H 


687,318 


10 


n 


1,652,424 


7 


7| 


88,528 12 


- 


1,618,895 16 7] 


99 


1889 - 


2,346,278 


- 


H 


686,768 


8 


H 


1,659,609 


17 


2i 


45,156 - 


11 


1,614,358 16 8| 


n 


1840 I 


2,890,768 


10 


H 


766,999 


7 


4 


1,688,764 


2 


9 


44,277 13 


4 


1,689,486 9 6^ 


» 


1841 - 


1,359,466 


9 


2 


858,677 


- 


H 


500,789 


8 


8;: 


90,761 3 


2 


410,028 5 Ql 


}} 


1842 - 


1,499,418 


10 


llj 


938,168 


19 


n 


561,249 


11 


4;; 118,255 15 


10 


447,998 15 6^ 


99 


1848 - 


1,678,146 


16 


n 


977,504 


10 


8 


600,641 


6 


^ 122,161 8 


9 


478,479 17 7 J 


J9 


1844 - 


1,620,867 


11 


10 


980,650 


7 


^i 


640,217 


4 


4^ 116,503 1 


- 


528,714 8 4^ 


}f 


1845 - 


1,706,067 


16 


4 


985,110 


13 


lO^f 


719,967 


2 


5^ 109,282 13 


5J 


610,724 8 11 J 


99 


1846 - 


1,887,576 


18 


llj 


1,126,594 


5 


- 


761,982 


8 


llf 101,190 19 


-i 


660,791 9 Hi 


9f 


1847 - 


1,963,857 


9 


H 


1,138,745 


2 


4i 


826,112 


7 


5 


100,354 19 




724,757 8 5 


w 


1848 - 


2,181,016 


16 


-i 


1,196,520 


1 


H 


984,496 


14 


6 


121,290 18 


9 


868,206 - 9 


w 


1849- 


2,143,679 


19 


6 


1,403,260 


13 


2§ 


740,429 


6 


4 


115,902 18 


7 


624,526 12 9 


99 


1850 - 


2,166,849 


17 


H 


1,824,562 


16 


10 


840,787 


- 


lU 


106,923 18 


- 


733,866 2 llj 


» 


1851 - 


2,264,684 


5 


H 


1,460,786 


18 


lojil 


803,898 


11 


H 


109,528 18 


7 


694,874 17 lOJ 


99 


1852 - 


2,422,168 


4 


H 


1,304,163 


12 


8} 


1,118,004 


11 


4i 


167,129 3 


7ir 


950,875 7 9J 


» 


1858 ♦ ♦ - 


2,484,326 


16 


7 


1,848,907 


3 


1* 


1,090,419 


13 


H 


124,977 11 


10 


965,442 .1 7i 


>> 


1854 . 


2,674,407 


15 


H 


1,400,679 


15 


10 


1,178,727 


19 


4i 


134,112 8 


11 


1,039,615 10 54 



* Namely, the Gross Receipts, after dedncting the Returns for " Refused Letters," &c 

t Indudfaig tJH payments out of the Revenue in its progress to the Exchequer, except advances to the Money-Order Office. Of these sums, 
10,9071. 10 ». per annum is for Pensions, and 487 Z. 13 ». Qd. for money paid on account of the Milford Road Fund, and forms no part of the 
Disborsementa on account of the service of the Post^ffioe. 

i Th\» year includes one month of the Fourpenny Rate. 

\ This includes a payment of 196,086 /. 6». IcL for the conveyance of Malls by Railway in previous years. 

I This ineladee a payment of 102,976 U 13 ». 11 d. for the conveyance of Mails by Railway in previous Years. 

t This includes the sum of 31,^9 1. 16 ». 2d, chargeable against the " Census " Office In the Tear. 

** The revenue and expenditure of the North American provhices, amounting for the last complete year, to 96,164 L 2<. 2d and 71,171 1, 
Ids. 4d, respectively, no longer appear in the accounts of this Department, with the exception that the present year's accounts include one 
qiarter's revenue and expenditure for Canada. 

(signed) Charles Camptofiy Accountant-GeneraL 



RETURN of the Patmevts made by the Post-Office daring the Year ending the 5th day of January 1838, and each 
subsecpient Year, for the Conveyance of the Mails by Railway in the United Kingdom, distinguishing in each instance 
the Payments for Work done within the Year from Payments for Work done in previous Years. 





PAYMENTS 


For Work 


For Work 


TOTAL 




made during the Year ended 


Done within tiie Year. 


Done in previous Years. 


PAYMENTS. 




6 January 1838 - . - 


£. i. d. 


£. s, d. 


£. S. d. 




„ 1839 . - . 


1,312 13 11 


321 15 - 


1,743 19 11 • 




„ 1839 


12,623 1 10 


240 10 6 


13,007 13 9 ♦ 




„ 1840 . - - 


48,250 6 5 


4,479 14 9 


52,860 8 8* 




„ 1841 . . - 


51,317 19 2 


483 7 6 


52,362 18 6 ♦ 




„ 1842 . . . 


86,018 15 7 


9,299 12 3 


96,190 4 6» 




1848 . . - 


75,568 6 8 


2,511 18 11 


78,464 13 8 • 




„ 1844 . - . 


82,624 2 2 


14,236 8 3 


97,526 14 1 ♦ 




„ 1845 . - . 


63,221 16 3 


28,087 19 3 


92,493 16 10 ♦ 




„ 1846 - - . 


71,013 12 9 


108,893 13 9 


181,111 5 5* 




„ 1847 . - . 


75,615 11 - 


83,860 3 2 


110,430 19 4* 




„ 1848 . - . 


82,259 10 9 


38,261 2 9 


121,859 18 4* 




„ 1849 . - . 


120,855 2 - 


196,086 5 1 


318,631 7 6* 




1850 - . . 


128,718 11 2 


99,683 11 - 


280,070 5 10*t 




„ 1851 . . . 


206,857 2 6 


192,976 13 11 


400,964 3 1 • 




1862 ' . - . 


156,575 15 8 


87,272 5 5 


242,848 1 I 




„ 1858 


194,000 9 - 


135,968 5 4 


829,963 14 4 




„ 1854 


211,456 16 11 


163,402 6 2 


874,869 3 1 



• Tfce amoonU marked (•) include eerUIn sums (being the amounts paid by Postmasters) which do not appear in the preceding cohimns, as 
the payments for these services cannot be distinguished ; the amounts, however, are not large. . . 

t In addition to this amount, a sum of 26,000 U was paid to the Chester and Holyhead RaUway Company on account ; but the portion for the 
voric done in previous years cannot be distinguished, the rate of payment not having been then fixed. 

(signed) W. T. Wedderbum. 
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4 RETURNS RELATIVB TO THE AMOUNT OF MONEY-ORDERS ISSUED AND PAID, 

RETURN of the Namber and Amount of Monet-Orders issued and paid in the United Kingdom during the Year 
ending the 6th January 1840, and each subsequent Year, the Returns being to a certain extent estimated, as respects 
England^ up to the 5th April 1847, inclusive. 









MONEY-ORDERS ISSUED. 








For the Years ended 


ENGLAND and WALES. 


IRELAND. 


SCOTLAND. 


TOTAL 
UNITED KINGDOM. 




Number. 


Amount. 


Number. 


Amount. 


Number. 


Amount 


Number. 


Ainoont 






£. ». d. 




£. «. d. 




£. s. d. 




£. 1.1 


i January 1840 - 


142.723 


240,063 5 4 


30,015 


47,295 8 4 


16,183 


25,765 19 4 


188,921 


318,124 13 . 


y, 1841. - 


482,764 


802,827 16 8 


53,507 


77,167 9 2 


51,526 


80,980 4 5 


587,797 


960,975 10 8 


„ 1842. - 


1,290,115 


2,657,969 4 3 


125,170 


215,382 12 8 


137,560 


254,155 13 4 


1,552,845 


3,127,507 10 3 


„ 1843. . 


1,767,626 


3,709,778 12 2 


109,910 


295,878 8 11 


174,444 


331,520 14 3 


2,111,980 


4,337,177 15 4 


„ 1844- - 


2,086,009 


4,369,344 4 10 


208,179 


358,884 5 3 


207,335 


384,612 7 1 


2,501,523 


5,112,840 17 3 


^ 1845. - 


2,333,693 


4,858,885 14 9 


232,525 


391,692 9 9 


240,585 


444,817 2 10 


2,806,803 


5,695,395 7 4 


„ 1846- - 


2,627,443 


6,463,453 10 7 


258,144 


435,330 17 3 


290,539 


514,576 13 4 


3,176,126 


6,418,361 1 2 


„ 1847. . 


2,881,699 


5,926,473 13 11 


299,521 


519,877 1 5 


333,859 


624,706 - 11 


3,516,079 


7,071,066 16 8 


„ 1848- . 


3,286,375 


6,600,658 - 9 


343,156 


585,454 15 10 


401,654 


717,064 7 9 


4,031,185 


7,903,177 3 9 


„ 1849. . 


3,468,823 


6,861,803 13 - 


359,043 


604,192 13 8 


375,785 


685,298 13 - 


4,203,651 


8,151,294 19 8 


From 6 January to 31 \ 
December 1840 -/ 


3,515,839 


6,880,865 11 2 


358,578 


592,504 14 3 


374,474 


679,273 12 1 


4,248,891 


8,162,643 17 6 


From 1 January to 31\ 
December 1860 -/ 


3.677,112 


7,173,622 13 11 


377,436 


623,732 8 6 


385,165 


697,143 8 2 


4,439,713 


8,494,498 10 7 


From 1 January to 311 
December 1851 -/ 


3,878,497 


7fil6fi&0 14 1 


392,848 


653,359 19 5 


389,680 


709,000 2 7 


4,661,025 


8,880,420 16 1 


From 1 January to 31 \ 
December 1853 -/ 


4,158,753 


8,061,061 1 11 


393,879 


656,110 16 1 


395,193 


721,106 - 3 


4,947,825 


9,438,277 17 I 


From 1 January to 31 \ 
December 1853 -/ 


4,405,365 


8,501,517 17 - 


396,966 


662,547 5 7 


412,959 


752,130 2 5 


5,215,290 


9,916,195 6 - 



MONEY-ORDERS PAID. 



Vat tli« Teait ended 



i Jannuy 1840 • 

« 1841 - 

„ 1842- 

„ 1843- 

„ 1844- 

n 1846- 

» 1846- 

« 1847- 

n 1848 - 

„ 1849- 

From 6 January to 31 
December 1849 

From 1 January to 31 '\ 
December 1850 

From 1 January to 31)^ 
December 1851 -/ 

From 1 January to 31\ 
December 1852 -/ 

From 1 January to 31\ 
December 1853 -/ 



ENGLAND and WALBS. 



Number. 



124,004 
429,600 
1,268,660 
1,734,423 
2,047,605 
2,271,979 
2,540,466 
2,798,682 
3,138,010 
3,384,088 
3,419^1 

3,559,900 

3,743,803 

4/)16/)26 

4,240,704 



Amount. 



£. f. d. 

208,586 2 7 

739,963 18 2 

2,638,060 10 11 

3,687,468 10 10 

4,323,820 18 4 

4,822,208 2 5 

5,348,411 4 4 

5,816,084 12 7 

6,425,250 15 - 

6,816,573 10 1 

6,844,633 5 7 

7,098,429 7 2 

7,432,163 6 2 

7,931,610 13 8 

2 7 



IRELAND. 



Number. 



47,022 

89,388 

168,661 

191,172 



263,070 
316,814 
396,014 
546,709 
470,842 
476,259 

503,980 

531/»14 

526,233 

551,555 



Amount. 



£. t. d. 

71,426 5 3 

120,960 11 7 

245,887 18 8 

297,156 12 1 

855,973 6 1 

398,061 4 11 

483,339 11 3 

611,320 - 8 

806,770 19 1 

665,523 8 10 

644,430 10 9 

681,943 4 9 

721,713 5 - 

730,490 3 11 

778,196 7 8 



SCOTLAND. 



Number. 



17,609 
50,900 
132,899 
179,301 
216^100 
247,070 
281,757 
316,107 
346,811 
348,508 
349,232 

367,355 

382,126 

400,600 

420,806 



Amount. 



£. #. d. 

31,715 1 3 

83,372 17 3 

256,147 17 1 

348,993 9 - 

411,664 12 6 

469,821 11 5 

639,977 14 3 

616,692 10 3 

666,873 5 10 

670,389 10 8 

17 8 



702,682 9 11 
722,366 17 9 
761,718 5 3 
802,161 19 7 



TOTAL 
UNITED KINGDOM. 



Number. 



188,615 
569,888 
1,560,210 
2,104,896 
2,495,731 
2,782,119 
3,139/)27 
3,509,803 
4»029,530 
4,203,438 
4,246,352 

4,431,235 

4,657,443 

4,942,859 

5,213,065 



Amount. 



£. #. <L 

311,727 9 1 

944,287 7 - 

3.140.096 6 8 
4,333,608 11 11 
6,091,468 16 11 
6,690,090 18 9 
6,371,728 9 10 

7.044.097 8 ^ 
7,898^4 19 11 
8,162,486 9 7 
8,168,356 14 - 

8,483,055 1 10 

8,876,243 8 H 

9,423,719 2 10 

9,920,296 9 10 



Money-Order Office, 



The Commiflsion on Money-Orders waa, on and from the 20th November 1840, reduced as follows :— 
For any sum not exceeding 2 L, from 6 rf. to 3d. 
For any sum abore 2 /. and not exceeding 5 1, from It, 6d,io0d, 



(signed) F, R, Jachion, President. 
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THE BXPENSB OP THE MONEY-ORDER OFFICE, AND AMOUNT OF COMMISSION. 5 



RETURN of the Expense of the Money-Order Office, and the Amount received for Commission during the Year 
ended dlst Decemher 1853 ; and also the Amount of Profit in that Year, and in each of the Four previous Years. 





EXPENSES OF THE METROPOLITAN AND 
f;OUNTRY MONEY-OBDEB OFFICES. 


SHARE OF EXPENSES, (a) 




Salaries 

and 

AUow- 

ances. 


Compen- 
sations. 


Taxes 

and 

Rates. 


Repairs 

and 
Fitting^. 


Light. 


Fuel. 


Sta- 
Uonery 

and 
Printing. 


Secre- 
tary's 
Clerks. 


Account- 
ant- 
General's 
Office. 


Receiver- 
General's 
Office. 


Solicitor's 
Expenses, 






TOTALS. 


ENGLAND and WALES ; 

i.«A«/Chtef Office - 
^^»**^\ Branch Offices- 
London Receivers - 
Coiintry Offices* - 


21,463 
1,568 
5,551 

21.768(c) 


30 
289 


110* 


30* 


£. 
90* 


£. 
70* 


£. 


£. 
691 


£. 
651* 


£. 
1,533» 


£. 
115 


£. 


Totals ... 


50,850 


319 


110 


30 


90 


70 


4,026 


691 


551 


1,533 


116 


57,886 


IRELAND: 

Dublin Office 
Country Offices* - 


4,516 
2,914(c) 


o" 


-_■ 


9 


4 


15 


568 


140 


100 


90 


80 




Totals - - - 


7,430 


6 


- 


9 


4 


. 15 


568 


140 


100 


90 


89 


8,451 


SCOTLAND: 

Edinborgh Office - 
Country Offices* - 


3,172 

2,544(c) 


42 


- 


13 


5* 


10* 


153 


70 


107* 


273 


z 




Totals - - - 


5,716 


42 


- 


13 


5 


10 


153 


70 


107 


273 


- 


6,389 


United Kingdou - £. 


63,496 


367 


110 


52 


99 


95 


4,747 


901 


758 


1,896 


204 


72,725 



* Expenses marked thus are estimated. 

(a) The following expenses are omitted in this Betarn; viz., expenses of general superintendence by Postmaster-General and Secretaries; 
expenses of Surveyors, and (except those of prosecutions) of the Department's Solicitor for England. Rent or cost of erecting Money-Order Offices, 
or interest tho^on, and postage of money-order advices, &c. On the other hand, no credit is taken for the addition to tlie ordinary revenue of the 
Post-Offic«, caused by the correspondence arising from money orders. 

(6) A small part only of the expense of stationery enters generally into the amount of Pos^Office expenditure, but in this Return the whole 
expense is g^ven. 

{e) Taken at the estimate for the year 1847, with the additional allowances granted since that Ume to certain Postmasters, at a rate varying 
from 34 to 6 /• per thousand transactions. 



AMOUNT OF COMMISSION.* 



EV«I*iLlfI> AND WaI*BS - 
laXLAND • . • 



8conjLNi> (including 52 1, hiterest on the 
Bank account) . . . . - 

Total for the UvitbdI - 
Kingdom - -j *" 



£. 
72,287 

7,681 
6,906 



86,874 



* la these amounts each country is credited with one- 
half of the commission on orders paid in that country, 
bat issued in another part of the United Kingdom. 



PROFIT in 1853. 



Emolaitd and Walbs • 
Scotland - - . 

Total - - - 
Deduct Loss in Ireland • 

Total - - £. 



14,402 
517 



14,919 
770 



14,149 



TOTAL PROFIT in each of the last 
Five Years. 



1849- 
1850- 
1851- 
1852- 
1853- 



3,236 

7,437 

10,689 1 

14,149 



t Owing to an error in the account for 
Ireland, this sum was entered in the last 
Return 11,664/. 



ANNUAL INCREASE or DECREASE in the Number of MoNBr OBDaas, as compared in each case with the Number in the Year preceding. 





England and Wales. 


Ireland. 


Scotland. 


United Kingdom. 




1 1 1 1 1 
1 1 • f 1 

1 1 1 1 1 

illli 


About 3 per cent increase 
„ 3 ditto - ditto - 
„ 5 ditto - ditto - 
„ 7 ditto - ditto - 
„ 6 ditto - ditto - 


About 2 per cent, increase 
„ 4 ditto - ditto - 
„ 5 ditto - ditto - 
„ 1 ditto - decrease 
„ 2 ditto - increase 


About 1^ percent increase 
„ 2i ditto - ditto - 
„ 2i ditto - ditto - 
„ 3 ditto - ditto - 
„ 4i ditto - ditto - 


About 2^ percent, increase. 
„ 3 ditto - ditto. 
„ 5 ditto - ditto. 
„ 7 ditto - ditto. 
„ 5 ditto - ditto. 


ATerage Anaual Incbbasb 


About 5 per cent increase 


About 2^ percent increase 1 About 3 per cent, increase 


About 4| per cent hicrease. 



PROPORTION of MoNBY Obdbbs to Population in the Year 1853. 



England and Wales 

Irrland 

Scotland 

United Kingdom - 



23 per cent, or 1 money order to about 4 persons. 

7^ ditto • or 1 - ditto - to about 13 persons. 

14 ditto - or 1 - ditto - to about 7 persons. 

19 ditto - or 1 - ditto - to about 5 persons. 



(signed) Frederic HiU, 

Assistant Secrutary to the PostmasteF-GeneraL 
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POST OFFICE. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated lo March 1854;— ^/^^ 



ACCOUNTS '^ of the Gross and Net Post-Ofpicb Revbnub, including the Income derived from Foreign 
and Colonial Postage, and the Cost of Management, for the Year ending January 1854 :" 

^ Of the Chabgbs of Management for the United Kingdom, under the different Heads, for the Year ending 
January 1864:" 

" Of the Payments made by the Post Office for the Conveyance of Mails by Railway within the United 
Kingdom, during the Year ending January 1854 ; distinguishing, in each Instance, Payments for Work 
done within the Year from Payments for Work done in previous Years :'' 

** Of Payments out of Post-Opfice Revenue other than Charges of Management:" 

'' Of the Expense of the Money-Order Office, and the Amount received for Commissioa during the 
Year ending January 1854 :" 

** Andy of the Amount paid by each of the Public Departments under the Head of Postage, for the Year 
ending January 1854." 



General Post Office,1 
16 June 1854. J 



ROWLAND HILL, 

Secretary. 



AN ACCOUNT, showing the Gross and Net Post-Officb Revenue, including the Income derived from Foreign and 
Colonial Postage, and the Cost of Management for the United Kingdom, for the Year ended 6th January 1864. 



year 

BNDE D 


GROSS 
REVENUE. 


RETURNED 
LETTERS, Ik. 


COST 

of 

BfANAGEMENT. 


Odier thtn CSiaiiget of 


NET 
REVENUE. 


5 January 1864 


£. S. d. 
2,681,944 18 8} 


£. S. d. 
* 67,586 18 6i 


£. $. d. 
1,889,934 13 4 


£. $. d. 
10,746 2 6 


£. S. d. 
1,178,727 19 44 



* This includes the Sum of 29.106 (. 16 «. 11 d., the amount of Postage diarged on the East India Company written 
off by order of the Lords of Her Majesty's Treasury. 
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ACCOUNTS OF THE GR03S AND NET POST OFFICE REVENUE; 



AN ACCOUNT of the Charges of Makagbmbnt for the United Kingdom, under ihe different 
Heads, for the Year ended 5th January 1854. 



Salaries and Allowances : 

Salaries to Postmaster-General, Officers and Clerks ; 
Wages and Allowances to Letter Carriers and 
Messengers ..----. 

Salaries and Allowances to Deputy Postmasters and 
Agents, including those in the Colonies and Foreign 
Countries ; Wages to Letter Carriers, &c. - 

Poundage : 

Poundage on Sale of Postage Stamps ... 
Poundage to Letter Receivers on Money Orders 

Special Services : 

Special Services and Travelling Charges 

Conveyance of Mails, Riding Work, &c. : 

Conveyance of Mails by Railway - - - - 

Riding Work, &c. by Deputy Postmasters 

Mileage of Mail Coaches, and other Coach Expenses, 

including Wages to Mail Coach Guards 
Tolls paid on Mail Coaches - - - . - 
Conveyance of Mails in Jamaica, &c. . . - 
Payments to Foreign Governments for conveyance of 

Mails ..-..--- 
Ship Letter Gratuities • 



Rents and Taxes : 

Rent of Offices, Taxes and Tithes 

Buildings, Repairs and Contingencies : 

Buildings and Repairs - 
Coals, Candles, Oil and Gas - 
Tradesmen's Bills - - - 



Law Charges : 

Amount paid for Law Charges 



Stationery and Printing, &c. 
— • ' Po 



Stationery, Printing, &c. : 

Stationery and I 
Official Postage 

Superannuation Allowances : 

jnount of Superannuat 
Year to 5th January 1854 



Amount of Superannuation Allowances paid in the 
Jai 



Allowances for Offices abolished, and Compensations : 
Allowances for Offices abolished - . . . 
Compensation for Loss of Emoluments ... 

Other Payments : 

Allowances to wounded Men and Widows of Seamen, 

late of the Packet Service 

Loss by Exchange on Colonial Remittances 
— illai 



Miscellaneous Payments 



s. d. 



311,992 1 9 



261,243 4 1 



18,144 2 2 
7,289 15 8 



372,044 12 1 
169,784 14 1 

109,320 6 6i 

3,385 - 11 
6,541 10 2 

3,639 8 11 

8,687 7 11 



12,647 12 5J 
4,712 13 2^ 
4,851 2 5 



818 13 d| 
27,196 18 ll| 



3,941 18 1 
3,077 15 11 



352 16 9 

284 7 7i 
1,884 8 5^ 



s, d. 



578,235 5 10 

20,433 17 10 
35,420 16 11 



673,403 - 7j 
8,603 8 4| 



22,211 8 1 

4,677 15 8) 

28,015 12 3^ 

•14,392 1 3 



2,521 12 10 



1,389,934 13 4 



* This is the net sum paid for Superannuation Allowances, after deducting 4,676 L Os. 3 d for 
the United Kingdom, as abatements from Salaries of Officers appointed sui>sequently to August 
1829, under provision of the Act 4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 24. 

(signed) Cha* Compton, 

General Post Office. 
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CHARGES OF MAl^AGBMENT ; AND PAYMENTS MADE THEREOUT. 



RETURN of the Payments made by the Post Office for the Conveyance of Mails 
by Railway within the United Kingdom^ during the Year ending 6 January 1854, 
distinguishing the Payments for Work done within the Year from Payments for Work 
done in previous Years, 



6 January 1854 



For Work done within 
the Year. 



£. s. d. 
211,456 16 II 



For Work done in 
previoQs Yean. 



£. S. cL 

1689402 6 2 



total payments. 



£. $. d. 
374,859 8 1 



(signed) W. T. IFedderbum. 



AN ACCOUNT of Payments out of the Post Office Revenue of Great Britain in its 
Progress to the Exchequer^ other than Charges of Management, in the Year ended 
5 January 1854. 



PARLIAMENTARY GRANTS. 
To his Grace the Duke of Marlborou^ ...... 

To bis Grace the Duke of Grafton 

To the Heirs of his Grace the Duke of Schomberg .... 

Money paid the Commissioners for carrying into execution the several Actsi 
relating to the issue of Exchequer Bills for Public Works, on account of 
ihe Muford Road Fund, bein^ the estimated produce of the additional > 
duty levied under the authonty of the Act 6 Will. 4, c. 25, one year to 
5 January 1858 -----..----J 

Total - - - £• 



£. s. d. 

4,000 - - 

3,407 10 - 

2,900 - - 

487 12 6 



10,745 2 6 



(signed) 



CW Campion, 

Accountant-General. 
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ACCOUNTS OF THE GROSS AND NET POST OFFICE REVENUE; 



RETURN of the Expense of the Monet-Order Offcie, and the Amount receiyed for Commission^ during the 

Year ending $1 December 1853. 





EXPENSES OF THE BIETROPOLITAN 
AND COUNTRY MONEY-ORDER OFFICES. 


SHARE OF EXPENSES. («) 






1| 


1 


1 
J 


1. 




i 


1 

u 


.• 


1 






TOTALS. 






ENGLAND AND WALES: 

^^^ 1 Branch Officet - - - 
London Reoeivera - - - - 
Country Offices . - - - 


£. 

21,463 
1,568 
5,551 
•21,768(«) 

50,350 


£. 
30 

289 


£. 
♦110 


£. 
•30 


£. 

•90 


£. 
70 


£. 

(*)4,026 


£. 

691 


£. 
•651 


£. 
•1,533 


£. 
115 


£. 


Totals - - - £. 


319 


110 


30 


90 


70 


4,026 


691 


551 


1^33 


115 


67,885 


IRELAND: 

Dnblin Office ----- 
Country Offices - - - - 


4,516 
•2,91 4(«) 


6 


- 


9 


4 


15 


568 


140 


100 


90 


89 




Totals - - - £. 


7,430 


6j - 


9 


4 


15 


568 


140 


100 


90 


89 


8,461 


SCOTLAND : 

Edinborgb Office . - - - 
Country Offices - - - . 


3.172 

•2,544(<^) 


42 


- 


13 


•5 


•10 


153 


70 


•107 


•273 


- 




Totals - - - £. 


5,716 


42 1 


- 


13 


5 


10 


153 


70 


107 


273 




6,889 


UNITED KINGDOM - - - £. 


63,496 


367 110 


52 


99 


95 


4,747 


901 


758 


1,896 


204 


72,725 



• Expenses marked thus (*) are estimated. 

(<>) The following Expenses ars omitted in this Return ; Tis.» Expenses of general superintendence by Postmaster* General and Secretaries; Expenses 
of Surreyors and (except those of Prosecutions) of the Department's Solicitor for England; Rent or Cost of erecting Money-Order Offices, or Interest 
thereon, and Pottage ii Money-Order Adrices, &c. On the other hand, no Credit is taken for the addition to the ordinary Rerenne of the Post Office 
caused by the Correspondence arising from Money Orders. 

(^) A small part only tf the Expoise of Stationery enters generaOy into the Account of Post-Offiee Expenditure, but in tiiis Return the whole Expense 
is given. 

(c) Taken at the Estimate f»r the Year 1847, with the additional aOowanoes granted since that time to certain PostmasterSy at a rate Taryingfrooi 
3 1 to 5 /. per thousand transections. 



AMOUNT OF COMMI8SlON:t 



ENGLAND AND WALES 



IRELAND 

SCOTLAND (including 52 /• Interest on the Bank Account) 



TOTAL for the Umitkd Kimodom 



- £. 



£. 

72,287 
7,681 
6,906 



86,874 



t In these amounts each Country is credited with Ons-half of the Commission on Orders paid in that Country, but ii 
another part of the United Kingdom. 



PROFIT in 1853. 


TOTAL PROFIT 
m each of the last Fire Years. 


England and Wales 

Scotland - - - - 




£, 
14,402 
617 


..... .s 

a 

a 

..... K 


£. 

322 
3,236 
7.437 


Total - - - £. 
Deduct Loss in Ireland - - 




14,919 
770 


10,689: 
14,149 

the Account for 


Total - - - £. 


14,149 


Ireland, this Sum was entered in the last Return, 
11.644/. 



(signed) Frederic HiU, 
Asnstant Secretary to the Postmastcr^General. 
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CHARGES OF MANAGEMENT; AffD PAYMENTS MADE THEREOUT. 



UNITED KINGDOM. 



AN ACCOUNT of the Amount Paid by each of the Pubuc Dbpastmbntb under the ERead of Postage, 

for the Year ended 6 January 1854. 



GREAT BRITAIN. 

Adjutant-Generars Office - - - 
Admiral^ . . - . - 
Audit Office 

Board of Trade . . . . 

Lord Chancellor .' « . . 

Chelsea Hospital . • . . 

Colonial Office - - - • . 

Commander-in-Chief 

Census Office . - - - - 

Colonial Land Commissioners - 

Council Office - - - - - 

Customs ------ 

Excise Office 

Foreign Office - - ^ - - 

General Post Office - - - . 

Home Office - - - - . 

Indosure Conmiissioners - 

Inland Revenue . . - . 

Irish Office - - - . . 

Quartermaster-General's - 

Registrar of Merchant Seamen - 

Ordnance Office - - . ". 

Pajmaster-C^eneral's Office 
Poor Law Commissioners - 

Registrar-General - . • . 

Science and Art . - - - 

TreasuTF -----. 
Tithes Commissioners 

War Office 

Woods and Forests - - • . 
Works and Buildings 

Total - - - £. 



2,873 6 6 

10,881 12 11 

7,991 12 4 

786 16 3 

31 6 4 

140 8 8 

9,432 9 5 

667 10 9 

86 14 7 

336 13 5 

3,986 16 10 

4,765 17 9 

13 7 6 

10,679 13 3 

20,821 1 6 

2,558 13 9 

439 9 2 

3,741 3 8 

49 8 4 

341 12 8 

2,728 2 8 

7,048 14 5 

558 7 2 

2,412 18 3 

5,915 12 2 

208 1 8 

4,711 15 - 

501 12 2 

37,204 3 9 

352 11 - 

142 15 6 



141,805 6 5 



IRELAND. 

Adjutant-General's Office 

Board of Education 
Board of Public Works 

Census Commissioners - 

Central Loan Fund 

Chief and Under Secretary 

Commander of the Forces 

Conunisiariat 

Constabulary 

Customs - . - 



General Post Office 
Lord Lieutenant and Private Secretary 
Ordnance Survey - - • 
Ordnance Office (Castle) 
Paymaster of Civil Services - 
Poor Law Commissioners 

Quartermaster-Gteneral - 
Registrar-General's Office 
Stamp Office 

Total - - - £ 
Total of Gbbat Britaik - - £ 

Total of Uititbd Knranoic - £. 



£• s. d. 
280 12 2 

761 19 6 

497 8 1 

1,264 4 6 

13 11 - 

849 17 8 

39 12 10 

1,898 17 6 
I 17 2 

3,052 8 8 

72 7 1 

17 8 2 

191 7 11 

87 10 8 

3,156 2 7 

86 12 11 

419 10 8 

155 13 5 



12,846 17 5 
141,805 6 6 



*154,662 3 10 



^ This Amount shows tbs Sum actuaH^ paid by the 
various Gh>vemment DoMurtmentB, including the Fost^ 
office, during the year enaed 5th January 1854. 



iVbte.^The whole of the East India Company's Postage, amounting in the year to £.29,105, 15 <. llcL, is 
written off, by oroer of the Loras of Her l^jesty's 



(signed) Cha^ CompUm, 

Acoountant-GeneraL 
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POST OFFICE. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable Hie Hoase of Commons, 
dated 31 January 1854 ;-^/or, 



RETURN '^ showing the Number of Cmarqbablb Lbttbrs delivered in the United 
Kingdom in each Year fi*om 1839 to 1853 inclusive." 



ESTIMATE of the Number of Chargeable Lbtte&s delivered in the United Kingdom 

in each Year from 1839 to 1853 inclusive. * 



YEAR 


Namber of Letters. 


Annaal Inereaae 

in the 

Number of Letters. 


Percentage 

of Annual Increase 

reckoned in 

the Number for 1839. 




1839 - 


76,000,000 1 


... 


.~~. 




1840 - 


169,000,000 


93,000,000 


123 per cent. 




1841 - 


196,500,000 


27,500,000 


36 „ 




1842 - 


208,500,000 


12,000,000 


16 „ 




1843 - 


220,500,000 


12,000,000 


16 „ 




1844 - 


242,000,000 


21,500,000 


28 „ 




1845 - 


271,500,000 


29,500,000 


39 „ 




1846 - 


299,500,000 


28,000,000 


37 „ 




1847 - 


322,000,000 


22,500,000 


30 „ 




1848 - 


329,000,000 


7,000,000 


„ 




1849 - 


337,500,000 


8,500,000 


11 „ 




1860 • 


347,000,000 


9,500,000 


12 J „ 




1851 . 


360,500,000 


13,500,000 


18 




1852 - 


379,500,000 


19,000,000 


26 




1853 - 


411,000,000 


31,500,000 


41} „ 





* The Estimate for 1839 is founded on the ascertained number of Letters for one week 
in the month of November ; and, strictly speaking, it is for the year ending December 5th, 
at which time 4 d. was made the maximum rate. The Estimate for each subsequent year 
is founded on the ascertained number of Letters in each calendar month. — {Vide Return to 
House of Commons, No. 707, 1853.) 

t This is exclusive of about 6,500,000 of Franks. 
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POST-OFFICE MONEY ORDERS. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 16 June 1854 y-^for^ 



A RETURN ''of the Sums received by the Post-Office from the let day of April last to the 30tli 
day of this present month of June, inclusive, for Printed Forms of Application for Monet Orders ; 
also of the Number of Monet Orders Issued, the Gross Amount thereof, and of the Gross Sum 
received for issuing the same during the Period aforesaid ; together with the Cost of Maintaining and 
Expenses incidental to the Monet Order Offices in Great Britain and Ireland for the Three 
Months ending the 30th day of this present month of June." 



General Post-Office,\ 
10 August 1854. J 



ROWLAND HILL, 

Secretary. 



RJBTURN o f the Sums received by the Post-Office from the Ist day of April last to the 80th day of this present 
month of June, inclusive, for Printed Forms of Application for Money Orders ; also of the Number of Money 
Orders Issued, the Gross Amount thereof, and of the Gross Sum received for issuing the same during the 
Period aforesaid; together with the Cost of Maintaining and Expenses incidental to the Money Order 
Offices in Great Britain and Ireland for the Three Months ending the 80th day of this present month of 
June. 





Sums Received 
for Printed Forms 

of Application 
for Money Orders. 


Number of M<niej 
Orders Issued. 


Gross Amount of 
Money Orders Issued. 




Cost of Maintaining 

and Expenses 

incidental 10 the 

Money Order Office.* 




England and Wales - 
Ireland .... 
Scotland .... 


£. *. d. 
98 18 11 

24 19 - 

16 4 8 


1,110,469 
102,689 
109,488 


£. 5. d. 
2,162,378 12 2 

172,682 11 2 

206,676 4 2 


£. t. d. 
18,660 19 9 

1,642 7 6 

1,810 14 9 


£. S. d. 
14,471 - - 

2,113 - - 

1,697 - - 


Totals - - £. 


186 2 7 


1,822,541 


2,640,687 7 6 


22,004 2 - 


18,181 - -- 



* These sums are estimated from the expenses of last year. 



5J9- 



Digitized by 



Google 






^ 
«• 


.r 


•» w 


^ 1 


1 s. 


^ H 


?! 


5 



I5 



or 
s I 



^gl 



I 



w a: 

> CO 
^^ CQ 

Is 

g s s. 



? 

!« 



S 



2 

o 



S' B 

— s 

< ca 



o 
o 

o 

w 

o 



o 

*5tt 

GO 



Digitized by 



Google 



OCEAN POSTAGE. 



RETURN to an Address of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 21 July 1854 i-^for^ 



A "RETURN of the Names of the Colonies and British Dependencies that 
have Adopted the Uniform Rate of Ocban Postage ; also the Names of the 
Colonies and British Dependencies in which it has not been Adopted." 



Colonial Office, \ 
10 August 1854. / 



FREDERICK PEEL. 



Extract of a LETTER from Frederic Hill, Esq., to H. Merivak^ Esq., dated 
General Post-office, 8 August 1864. 

The uniform sixpenny rate of postage has already been carried into effect 
as regards the correspondence between the United Kingdom and the following 
Colonies, viz. : 

The whole of the British West Indies (Turks Islands excepted). 



Canada. 

Nova Scotia. 

New Brunswick. 

Prince Edward Island. 

Newfoundland. 

Bermuda. 



Malta. 

Gibraltar. 

Hong Kong. 

Ceylon. 

St. Helena, and 

The Gold Coast. 



Arrangements have been made for extending the measure, on the 1st of 
October next^ to New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia. 

The Colonies and British dependencies in which the measure has not yet been 
adopted^ are — 



The East Indies. 

Mauritius. 

The Cape of Good Hope. 

Van Diemen's Land. 

Western Australia. 

New Zealand. 

Labuan. 



Falkland Islands. 

Sierra Leone. 

Natal. 

Gambia. 

Ionian Islands, and 

Turks Islands. 



49»- 
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PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 4 April i854;-^r, 

A COPY " of the Post-Office Regulations now in force for the Transmission 
of Parliamentary Papers to Parts in the United Kingdamj to the Channel 
Islands^ and to the several Colonies and Possessions of the Crown." 



General Po8t-Office,l ROWLAND HILL, 

24 May 1864. J Secretary. 



REGULATIONS under which Parliamentary Papers are transmitted through 
the Post-Office to parts of the United Kingdom and the Channel Islands^ 
and to the several British Colonies and Possessions* 



I.— UNITED KINGDOM AND CHANNEL ISLANDS. 

Rates of Postage. 

Printed Parliamentary Papers may be sent to all parts of the United Kingdom 
and the Channel Islands at the under-mentioned rates of postage ; viz.. 

Not exceeding 4 at^. ^- Id. 

Above 4 oz. and not exceeding 8 oz. - - - - 2rf. 

Above 8 oz, and not exceeding 12 oz. - - - 3rf. 

Conditions. 

Prepayment is optional. 

The Papers must be sent without covers, or in covers open at the ends or 
sides. 

There must be no word or communication printed on the Paper after its 
publication, or upon the cover thereof, nor any writing or marks on the packet 
or its cover, other than the name and address of the person to whom sent. 

There must be no paper or thing enclosed in or with any such Paper. 

Parliamentary Papers may be detained for any sps^ce not exceeding 24 hours 
from the time at which they would otherwise have been forwarded. 



268. IL-BRITISH 
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POST OFFICE REGULATIONS FOR THE 



II.— BRITISH COLONIES AND POSSESSIONS. 

1. At the same rates of postage at which Parliamentary Papers can be sent to 
any place in the United Kingdom (including the Channel^ Islands), and on the 
same conditions they can be transmitted to the following colonies, if sent by 
packet, and at double those rates if sent by private ship: 



Heligoland. 

Ionian Islands. 
*Nova Scotia. 
*New Brunswick. 

Vancouver's Island. 
^Newfoundland. 
*Barbadoes. 

Turk's Island. 



Falkland Island. 

Labuan. 

East Indies. 

Cape of Good Hope. 

Mauritius. 

Sierra Leone. 

Gambia. 



Natal. 

New South Wales. 

Western Australia. 

South Australia. 

Van Diemen's Land. 

Victoria. 

New Zealand. 



When sent by packet, prepayment to the colonies marked (*) is optional^ but to 
the other colonies prepayment is complusory, and in all cases is prepayment 
compulsory when the Paper is sent by private ship. 

2. To those colonies, between which and the Mother Country a uniform 
letter postage has now been established, equal to sixfold the inland letter rate, 
Parliamentary Papers are sent by packet at the same rates, and on the same 
conditions as ordinary books. These rates |nd conditions are as follows : 



Rates op Postage by Packet. 

For a Parliamentary Paper, not exceeding ^ lb. in weight - 6rf, 
Above J lb., and not exceeding 1 lb. - - - - -Is. 
I lb., and not exceeding 2 lbs. 2 s. 

And so 0D3 increasing 1^. for every additional pound or fraction of a pound. 

Conditions. 
fVken the Parliamentary Pager is sent by Packet. 

Every Parliamentary Paper must be sent without a cover, or in a cover open 
at the ends or sides. 

It must contain a single publication only, the several sheets or parts thereof, 
when there are more than one, being sewed or bound together. 

It must not exceed two feet in length, breadth, width, or depth. 

It must have no writing or marks upon the cover or its contents, except the 
name and address of the person to whom it may be sent. 

The postage must be prepaid in full, by aflBxing outside the packet, or its 
cover, the proper number of stamps. 

If any of the above conditions be violated, the packet is charged as a letter, 
and treated as such in all respects. 

To prevent any obstacles to the regular transmission of letters, any officer of 
ihe Post^ffice may delay the transmission of any such packet for a period not 
exceeding 24 hours from the time at which the same would otherwise have been 
forwarded by him. 

The 
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TRANSMISSION OF PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS. 3 

The following are the Colonies to which the foregoing rates and conditions 
apply, except that an additional charge of one- third part is made to Ceylon and 
Hong Kong for conveyance through Egypt : 



Canada. 

Prince Edward Island. 

Bermuda. 

British West Indies (excepting 

Barbadoes and Turk's Island). 
Honduras. 
British Guiana. 



Bahamas. 
Malta. 
Gibraltar. 
Ceylon. 
Hong Kong. 
Gold Coast. 
St. Helena. 



Private Ship. 

When sent by private ship the rates of postage to the foregoing colonies are 
as follows : — 

Not exceeding 4 ounces 2d. 

Above 4 ounces and not exceeding 8 ounces - - 4 (/. 

Above 8 ounces and not exceeding 12 ounces - -6 c?. 

and so on, increasing 2 d. for every additional four ounces or portion of four 
ounces. 

The conditions in these cases are the same as those on which Parliamentary 
Proceedings are sent between different parts in the United Kingdom. 



N.B. — ^These regulations have been extended to Ceylon, Hong Kong, Gold 
Coast, and St. Helena since the date of the Order of the House of Commons. 
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POSTAGE (ARMY AND NAVY). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 22 June 1B54;— ;/br, 



A RETURN " showing the Rates of Postage, and the Regulations relating 
to the forwarding of Letters and Newspapers to the Army in the 
East, and the Naval Squadrons in the Baltic and the Black Sea, as 
sanctioned by the Treasury." 



General Post Office,^ ROWLAND HILL, 

4 July 1864. J Secretary. 



RETURN showing the Rates of Postage, and the Regulations relating to 
the forwarding of Letters and Newspapers to the Army in the East, and 
Naval Squadrons in the Baltic and the Black Sea, as sanctioned by the 
Treasury. 

Mails for the Baltic fleet are made up in London every Tuesday evening, 
and are forwarded, through Belgium, to Dantzic, where they arrive on Friday. 
Orders have been given that a steam-vessel shall be detached from the fleet and 
sent to Dantzic weekly to receive the mails from En^and, and to bring to that 
port the return mails for England, which, on arrival, are despatched to this 
country through Belgium. 

An officer's letter, not exceeding half an ounce in weight, sent by this route, 
is liable to a postage (British and foreign combined) of 8 d. 

A seaman's or soldier's letter, not exceeding half an ounce in weight, for- 
warded by ^tuB route, is charged with a combined British and foreign postage 
of5d. 

Upon both classes of letters the postage must be paid in advance. 

Newspapers cannot be forwarded by the route of Dantzic, because, according 
to the arrangements with the Prussian Government, the Prussian postage upon 
newspapers cannot be coflected in this country. If, therefore, newspapers were 
sent by this route they would be detained at Dantzic until the postage due upon 
them to the Prussian post-office was paid. 

The above is the speediest and most direct communication with the Baltic 
Fleet ; but there are other occasions, by means of Queen's ships or transports, 
when letters and newspapers can be forwarded. 

Mails are made up to be despatched by every vessel of war proceeding from 
England to the fleet, and the postage by such ships is as follows : 

For an officer's letter, not exceeding half an ounce, 6 d. 

For a seaman's or soldier's letter, not exceeding half an ounce, 1 d. 

Newspapers are forwarded by vessels of war, or transports, free of postage. 

Letters, &c., for the Baltic Fleet, should be addressed with the name of the 
ship for which they are destined, and the fleet to which that ship belongs, without 
mentioning any port or town, thus : 

"To 

H. M. Ship 



Baltic Fleet.' 



356. Mails 
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2 RATES OF POSTAGE (ARMY AND NAVY). 

Mails for the army in Turkey and for the fleet in the Black Sea are made 
up in London six times in each month, viz., the evenings of the 3d, 8th, 13th, 
18th, 23d, and 28th, or (when the month has 31 days) the 29th. 

These mails are forwarded through France to Marseilles, and are thence 
conveyed to Constantinople by the French mail packets in the Mediterranean. 

By the favour of the French Government no higher charge is made for the 
conveyance of the letters of British soldiers and sailors than that which is levied 
on the correspondence of the French naval and military forces. A letter, there- 
fore, under a quarter of an ounce in weight, whether to or from an officer, a 
soldier, or a seaman, is liable only to a combined British and foreign rate of 3d. 
If the letter weighs a quarter of an ounce, and is under half an ounce, the chai^ 
is 6d. ; if it exceed half an ounce, and does not exceed one ounce, the charge is 
1^. ; and so on for heavier letters. 

The postage upon newspapers is 2d. each. 

The postage both upon letters and newspapers must be paid in advance. 

The above is the speediest and most direct communication with the fleet in 
the Black Sea, and with Her Majesty's forces in Turkey ; but the letters of 
soldiers and seamen serving in Turkey and the Black Sea may also be forwarded 
to Malta, vid Southampton, twice a month, viz.,"on the mornings of the 4th and 
20th, for the sum of Id., under the usual regulations applicable to such letters. 
From Malta they are sent to their destination as opportunities offer, by a ship 
of war, or other vessel in the service of Her Majesty, without any further 
charge. 

At the same rate of 1 d. letters may also be forwarded by any vessel of war, 
or hired transport proceeding from England to Turkey. 

By these opportunities newspapers are transmitted for a postage of 1 d. each, 
which must be paid in advance. 

Letters, &c., for the army in Turkey should be addressed to the regiment to 
which the officer or soldier belongs, with the addition of the words, *^ Army in 
Turkey ;'* but without any further local address. 

Letters, &c., for the fleet in the Black Sea should be addressed with the name 
of the ship for which they are destined, and the fleet to which that ship belongs, 
without mentioning any port or town, thus : 



To 



U. M. Ship 



Black Sea Fleet." 
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RURAL LETTER CARRIERS. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commonsy dated 16 June 1854 ;— /or, 

A RETURN " of the Number of Substitutes which have been provided on alternate Sundays to enable Rural 
Lettkr Carriers to attend Divine Service, in pursuance of a Recommendation contained in the Report of 
the Commisnoners appointed to investigate the Question of Sunday Labour in the Post Office, dated the 
10th day of August 1850 ; with the Routes for which such Provision has been made, the Names of the Sub. 
stitutes appointed for each Route, and the Dates of their Appointments respectively/' 



General Post Office,! 
5 August 1854. J 



ROWLAND HILL, 

Secretary. 



RETURN of the Number of Substitutes which have been provided on alternate Sundays to enable Rural Letter 
Carrirrs to attend Divine Service, in pursuance of a Recommendation contained in the Report of the Commis- 
sioners appointed to investigate the Question of Sunday Labour in the Post Office, dated the 10th day of August 
1850, with the Routes for which such Provision has been made, the Names of the Substitutes appointed for each 
Route, and the Dates of their Appointments respectively. 



Number of 
Subttitatefl. 



ROUTE. 



Name of Subititiite. 



Date of Appointment. 



ENGLAND 



IRELAND 



13 



SCOTT^ND . 



29 



Total 



46 



{ 



Downton and Wootton 
Lymington and Keyhaven 
Wetherby and Pannal 

Beleek and Leggs - - - 
Kesh and Lack ... 

Magherafelt and Ballyronan 
Magherafelt and Knockcloghrim 

Cresslough and Carrigart - 
Dromore West and Easkey 
Kells and Canningstown - 
Kilcock and Donadea 
Loughrea and Woodford - 
Sligo and Carney - - - 
Swmford and Aclare 
Swinford and Kilkelly 
S^inford and Bellaghy 

Aboyne and Birse - . . 
AbovBe and Tarland 
Auchtermuchty and Kettle 
Castle Douglas, Haugh of Urr 

and Mail Line. 
Castle Douglas, Kirkpetrick and 

Mail Line. 
Dumfries and Park Gate - 
Dumfries and Dalswinton - 
Dumfries and Bankend 
Ellon and Auchnagatt 
Glasgow, Dumbarton and Bad- 

shallooh. 
Helensburgh and Row 
Helensburgh and Garelochhead - 
Inverness and Killeaman • 
Markinch and Leven 
Maybole and Dailly - - - 
Maybole and Straiten 
Methlie and New Deer 
Mintlaw and New Pitsligo 
Mintlaw and Longside 
Mintlaw and Strichen 
Mintlaw and Stuartfield 
Noblehouse and Dolplington 
Parkhill and Nigg - - - 
Peebles and Stobo - . . 
Peebles and Innerleithen - 
Ratho and Midcalder 
Ratho and Midcalder 
Ratho and Kirknewton 
Skene and Echt - . . 



Thomas Gunnaway • 
James Bowem 
George Birkinshaw • 

John Thornhill 
Robert Armstrong • 

Nancy Burnside 
James Huston - 

Margaret Martin 
Thomas Greaghan • 
Thomas M^Elwain • 
Michael Lankan 
Michael Callinan 
Thomas Costello 
Thomas Kellv - 
Andrew Kelly 
Domenick Jeffers 

Thomas Martin 
James Robertson 
John Christie - 
Robert Henderson 

Robert M'CawU 

James Holbrook 
Thomas Smith 
William Carr - 
John Clark 
John Ferguson 

Jobs Glen 
John Nicol 
William Fraser 
David Thomson 
George Limond 
Archibald Hunter 
James Duncan 
Peter Finnic - 
William Cordineer 
John Bimie - 
William Petrie 
John Veitch - 
Duncan M'Kenzie 
Alexander Grosart 
Samuel M' Donald 
Peter Orr 
Alexander Kelly 
William Hunter 
John Hogg 



29 September 1853. 
29 September 1853. 
1 April 1854. 

19 December 1852. 

1 March 1654. 
[Date not known; be* 
< lieved to have been 
[ in April 1852. 
April 1852. 
6 May 1854. 
18 January 1852. 
18 January 1852. 
18 January 1852. 
18 January 1852. 
6 January 1854. 
25 June 1854. 

1 November 1853. 

14 August 1853. 
14 August 1853. 

2 June 1854. 
9 May 1852. 

9 May 1852. 

10 September 1853. 
10 September 1858. 
5 June 1854. 
12 December 1852. 

18 April 1852. 

23 January 1853. 
17 October 1852. 

February 1853. 
5 April 1854. 
17 June 1852. 
17 June 1852. 
23 May 1852. 
23 May 1852. 
23 May 1862. 
23 May 1854. 
23 May 1854. 
17 December 1853. 

19 November 1853. 
2 February 1852. 
2 February 1852. 

23 May 1852. 

23 May 1852. 

5 May 1853. 

23 May 1852. 



Kffte. ^Tbe rural mesiengerB are despatched from their several offices at 6 o'clock on Sunday morning, or as soon after as practicable, and 

tttonk between the morning and afternoon services. , 

In the few cases in which this arrangement does not afford the mral messenger an opportunity of attending Divine Service at least ones m toe 
day, the amnfement provides that a sabstitnte shall be appointed to perform the work on the alternate Sundays. 
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ISLANDS OF ARRAK. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commoni, 
dated 84 February 1854 ;— :/#r, 

A COPY " of all Correspondence which has taken place with the Post- 
master-General, relative to the Establishment of regular Postal 
Communication with the Islands of Arran^ on the West Coast of Ireland'' 



General Post OfficeA J. TILLEY, 

23 March 1864. / Assistant Secretary. 



COPY of all Correspondence which has taken place with the Post- 
master-Genbkal, relative to the Establishment of a regular Postal 
Communication with the Isles of Arrauy on the West Coast of Ireland. 



Captain Bellew^ m.p.^ to Lord Canning. 

Mr. Bellew presents his compliments to Lord Canning, and begs to forward, 
fbr his Lordship's favourable consideration, a memorial from the inhabitants of 
the Islands of Arran, praying for the establishment of postal communication 
between these islands and the mainland. Mr. Bellew begs most strongly to 
respectfully recommend the enclosed memorial to Lord Canning's serious and 
favourable consideration. 

Charleville, Enniskerry, 
9 September. 



Enclosure in foregoing. 
To the Right Honourable Viscount Canning, Her Majesty's Postmaster-General, &c. &c. 

The Memorial of the Inhabitants of the Islands o( Arran, County of Galway, 

Humbly showeth, 

That the Islands of Arran, constituting a barony of the county of Oalway, containing 
a population of over 3,000 inhabitants, among whom are a magistrate, three clergymen, a 
lighthouse, coastguard and constabulary stations, have been hitherto without postal com- 
munication. 

That the absence of such communication has caused great inconvenience to your 
memorialists, not unfrequentlv to the extent of serious pecuniary losses, owing to the fact 
of letters being conveyed to the islands by private and irresponsible hands. 

That the establishment of a communication twice a week between the islands and the 
post-office at Tully, on the Oalway coast, would to a great extent overcome the incon- 
venience to which your memorialists are now subjected, and prevent such pecuniary losses 
as have been so frequently sustained. 

That such a communication could be effected at an expense of about 35 /. per annum. 

Your memorialists, therefore, humbly pra^ that your Lordship may be pleased to take 
these facts into your favourable c!on8iaeration, with a view to the establishment of a post- 
office at Kilionayne, in the North Island of Arran ; and memorialists shall ever pray. 

Signed on behalf of the Meeting, 

Patrick Harley, p.p.. 

Chairman. 

Patrick (yFlakeriy, j,p.. 

Secretary. 
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MAIL PACKET (ORKNEY). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commonsy 
dated 2 February i854;-^or, 

A COPY " of any Treasury Minute authorising the Establishment of a 
Contract Packet for the Conveyance of the Mail from the Coast of 
Scotland to the Orkney Islands'' 



TREASURY MINUTE, 16 December 1853. 



My Lords have before them for consideration various memorials from the 
magistrates of Stromness and other inhabitants of Orkney, from the bankers and 
merchants of Leith, Edinburgh, Newcastle, and Montrose, complaining of the 
present inefficient arrangements for Postal Communications with those Islands, 
and praying for the establishment of a Steam Postal Communication. 

My Lords also refer to various communications which have been made by 
memorial, and by deputations from the merchants and underwriters of Lloyd's, 
pointing out the great inconvenience to which they are exposed in consequence 
of the uncertainty and infrequency of Postal Communication with that portion of 
the coast, where so large a number of ships northward bound resort for repairs, 
provisions and additional assistance 

My Lords have also before them the reports of Mr. Warren, the Post-office 
agent at Aberdeen, upon the character of the existing communication, and as to 
the best means of applying a Steam Postal Service. 

My Lords are of opinion that on national as well as local considerations means 
should be taken to improve the existing very imperfect Postal Service of the 
Orkney Islands, and the numerous bays and harbours in which so much of 
British shipping finds not only a shelter against danger, but means of repair and 
outfit. 

But, having reference to the comparatively small amount of Postage derived 
from that source, My Lords are not prepared to incur a very large expenditure ; 
and they desire to make the experiment upon a principle which shall be as much 
as possible self-supporting ; with this view, as well as having reference to the 
general principle now being adopted in reference to the Sea Postal Service of the 
country, My Lords are not prepared to adopt the suggestion so frequently made, 
of placing a Government boat on the station. 

It appears to My Lords, moreover, that not only will the utility of a Steam 
Postal Service be much greater to the inhabitants of those islands, if it can 
indude the means of transit for goods, cattle, and other agricultural produce, 
which would not be furnished by an Admiralty boat, but that the cost at which 
the service can be performed will more likely be reduced within those limits 
which will secure a successful result to the experiment which My Lords are now 
prepared to authorise, by entering into a contract with a private company to 
carry the mails. 

Having reference to the report of Mr. Warren, My Lords are therefore pleased 
to authorise the Lords Commissioners of. the Admiralty to ascertain by public 
tender the rate at which tliey can procure a contract for carrying the mail by 
steamboat from Scrabster Pier to Stromness, taking the route through the 
islands as described in Mr. Warren's report, and returning to Scrabster Pier by 
the same route, the service to be performed daily, Sunday excepted, between the 
1st of April and the 1st of October ; and every other day from the 1st of 
October to the 1st of April, Sunday excepted; that is, six times a week during 
the summer months, and three times a week during the winter months. The 
contract to commence on the 1st of April 1854, and to be continued as aa 
experiment for two years ; when the subject will be open to reconsideration. 

Having reference to the circumstance that the boat employed will necessarily 
depend much upon the carriage of passengers, goods, and produce, My Lords 
would suggest that care should be taken in fixing the hours of departure so 
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2 TREASURY MINUTE :-MAIL PACKET (ORKNEY).' 

as to afford time to embark and discharge the cargo at both ends, for which 
purpose it has been represented to My Lords that the arrival and departure of 
the South Mail, at and from Thurso, offer every facility. It has been repre- 
sented to My Lords that, as the South Mail arrives at Thurso at midnight, the 
boat from Scrabster Pier might start at seven o'clock in the mornino; and arrive 
at Stromness by eleven o'clock ; where it might remain till four o'clock in the 
afternoon, and return to Scrabster by eight o'clock in the evening, thus affording 
ample time for the mail to have reached Kirkwall, and the return mail to arrive 
at Stromness from that town ; as well as the means of discharging and shipping 
cargo. But there are details which, while My Lords are of opinion from the 
representations which have been made them, are of importance, with a view 
to the main object to be attained. My Lords are desirous should be settled 
between the Postmaster-ueneral and the Lords of the Admiralty. 

Write to the Admiralty in terms of this minute, and enclose copy of Mr. 
Warren's report of the 14th December 1850. 

Write to the Postmaster-general in terms of this minute. 

Write to John Stranger, Esq., one of the magistrates, Stromness, in relation 
to the memorial from himself and the inhabitants of Orkney, that My [x)rds are 
prepared to make an experiment for two years of a Steam Postal Communica- 
tion from Scrabster Pier to Stromness ; the service to be daily during the six 
summer months, and every other day during the six winter months (Sundays 
excepted), and to be commenced on the 1st of April next. 

Let similar communications be made to the bankers, &c., of Edinburgh, Leith, 
and Newcastle-on-Tyne, with reference to their respective memorials. 

Add to Mr. Stranger, with reference to that portion of tbe memorial from 
Orkney which refers to the bad state of the roads and bridges in the Island of 
Orkney, and which has also been a subject of serious complaint on the part of 
those officers who have to arrange for the conveyance of the mails through the 
country. My Lords rely with confidence that local efforts will at once be made in 
order to place both the roads and bridges in a condition of good repair. 
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SHIPPING. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Comoioiifty 
dated lo February 1854 ;-^r, 

RETUBN '^ of the Number and Tonnage of Sailing Vessels Registered at each of the 
Ports of Great Britain and Ireland^ including the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands ; 
distinguishing those under and those above Fifty Tons Register^ on the 31st day of 
December 1853 : " 

** Similar RETURN of Steam Vessels and their Tonnage : " 

** RETURN of the Number and Tonnage of Vessels that entered and cleared Coast- 
wise, at each of the Ports of Great Britain and Ireland, Isle of Man, and Channel 
Islands (including their repeated Voyages)^ distinguishing Steam firom Sailing Vesseb, 
between the 31st day of December 1852 and the 3lBt day of December 1853 : " 

** Like RETURN from and to the Colonies ; further distinguishing British from Foreign 
Vessels; also> from and to Foreign Ports; ako distinguishing British from 
Foreign Vessels:" 

*• RETURN of the Number and Tonnage of Sailing Vessels Registered at each of the 
Ports of the Colonies of the United Kingdom respectively ; distinguishbg those under 
and those above Fifty Tons Register, on the 3l8t day of December 1853 : " 

** Similar RETURN of Steam Vessels and their Tonnage : " 

** RETURNS of the Nubiber of Vessels, with theur Tonnage (distinguishing Steam 
from Sailing Vessels), that were Built and Registered, distinguishing Timber from 
Iron Vessels ; also t similar Return of Vessels Sold and Transferred ; also a similar 
Return of Vessels Wrecked ; also a similar Return of Vessels Broken up, in the 
Year 1853 : " 

** Of the Number of Colonial-built Vessels, and their Tonnage, Restored at each 
of the Ports of the United Kingdom, in the Year 1853 ; distinguishing the Number 
and Tonnage of each Colony respectively: " 

'* Similar RETURN of the Number of Foreign-built Vessels and their Tonnage: " 

'* And, RETURN of the Shipping Employed in the Trade of the United Kingdom, 
e^ibiting tiie Number and Tonnage of Vessels that entered Inwards and cleared 
Outwards (including their repeated Voyages), separating British from Foreign Vessels, 
also Steam from Sailing Vessels, and distinguishing tiie Trade with each Country, in 
the Year 1853 (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 299, of Sesdon 1852-3)." 



{Mr^ Ltgham.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
27 March 1 854. 
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RETURNS RELATING TO SHIPPING. 



A RETURN of the Number and Tonnagb of Sailing Vessels Registered at each of the Ports of Great Britain and 
Ireland^ including the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands ; distinguishing those under and those ahove Fi%Tani 
Register^ on the dlst December 1858 ; — Also, a similar Return of Steam Vessels and their Tomhage. 





Sailing Vessels. 




Steam Vessels. 


■ 




Under 50 Tons. 


Above 50 Tons. 


Under 50 Tons. 


Above 50 Tons. 




Vessels. 


Tbnnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage, 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


ENGLAND: 


















Aberystwith 


121 


4,034 


128 


11,247 


... 


- 


_ 




Arundel - . - 


50 


1,372 


44 


5,901 


— 


«. 


..^ 


^^ 


Barnstaple 


51 


1,724 


29 


3,300 


— 


•^ 


' .... 


.. 


Beaumaris 


189 


4,286 


118 


17,330 


— 


— 


.iM 


.. 


Berwick - . - 


30 


1,015 


29 


3,112 


. 


• 


1 


219 


Bideford - 


60 


1,891 


77 


9,061 


• 


• 


1 


74 


Boston - 


112 


4,176 


49 


3,286 


1 


18 






Bridgwater 


55 


1,965 


69 


11,476 


2 


21 


«» 


.^ 


Bridport - - • 


8 


124 


14 


1,843 


_ 


^^ 


1 


.. 


Bristol - 


165 


4,974 


229 


61,354 


12 


808 


18 


3,7S8 


Caemarron 


114 


3,738 


298 


23,506 


1 


49 


1 


88 


Qardiff - 


28 


614 


36 


6,128 


7 


179 


2 


187 


Cardigan - . - 
Carlisle - 


128 


3,819 


92 


8,742 


— - 


..- 


... 




12 


398 


20 


1,488 


1 


38 


1 


281 


Chepstow - . . 


42 


1,155 


13 


1,096 


1 


17 


1 


58 


Chester - 


59 


2,219 


59 


4,063 


7 


246 


4 


007 


Colchester 


191 


3,981 


69 


7,907 


1 


23 






Cowes 


126 


3,259 


47 


5,136 


1 


22 


.^B 


... 


Dartmouth 


166 


4,591 


253 


28,291 


1 


19 


... 


_ 


Deal 


19 


346 


».• 


.... 


^M 


_ 


^^ 


_ 


Dover - - - 


48 


1,369 


21 


2,503 


. 


. 


1 


54 


Exeter - 


41 


1,197 


146 


19,533 


—^ 


... 






Falmouth - - . 


50 


1,393 


73 


7,364 


1 


14 


... 


_^ 


Fayersham 


225 


4,936 


82 


10,355 


1 





... 


.. 


Fleetwood 


16 


480 


14 


3,424 


. 


• « 


5 


904 


Fowey - - - 


38 


1,365 


109 


10,696 


— 


■"" 






Folkstone - 


7 


137 


7 


900 


^^ 




,_ ■■ 


^ 


Grainsborough - 


6 


257 


5 


363 


1 


49 


4 


807 


Gloucester 


275 


. 7,687 


74 


11,200 


2 


54 






Goole 


116 


8,824 


396 


25,041 


2 


27 


7 


680 


Grimsby - - . 


74 


2,151 


14 


1,251 


4 


71 


2 


1,030 


Hartlepool 


3 


17 


124 


26,777 


6 


124' 




_ 


Harwich - - . 


72 


2,170 


54 


5,171 


— 




, 1 


_ 


Hull 


228 


8,223 


223 


48,438 


12 


291 


30 


7,416 


M 


Ipswich - - - 


51 


1,453 


112 


12,180 


5 


192 


4 


449 




Lancaster - - - 


36 


1,389 


53 


5,479 


• 


• • 


7 


}fiSt 




Liverpool ... 
Llanelly - . . 


232 


8,019 


1,786 


704,342 


24 


873 


102 


24,32J 


' 


40 


1,098 


36 


3,329 


3 


62 


, 


... 




Lowestoft - - . 


40 


1,098 


23 


1,862 


1 


17 


5 


2,121 


B 


Lyme - - - 


7 


217 


13 


1,754 


». 


•» 


, 1^ 


.. 




Lynn ... 
Nlaldon ... 


55 


1,769 


122 


18,669 


2 


26 


^^^ 


.^ 




111 


3,196 


48 


4,741 


*. 


..i. 


.^ 


^. 




MaiTDort - - - 
Milford - 


19 
73 


562 
1,979 


88 
70 


16,088 
8,494 


2 

1 


84 

48 


1 


191 




Newcastle - - . 


7 


3,164 


695 


147,782 


89 


1,624 


9 


ifiH 




Newhaven 


10 


216 


15 


2,405 


-^ 


... 


._^ 


.. 




Newport - - . 


19 


766 


59 


11,378 


2 


67 


1 


51 


Padstow - . - 


69 


2,558 


54 


6,846 


... 


_ 


^ ■- 


.. 


Penzance ... 


27 


693 


63 


7,497 


... 


... 


_ '' 


.. 


Plymouth - - . 


250 


7,394 


200 


36,759 


4 


105 


a 


26 




Poole 


33 


871 


75 


13,429 


1 


22 


__ > 


.. 




Portsmouth 


170 


4,221 


74 


8,335 


4 


142 


8 


•« 181 




Preston - . - 


79 


3,007 


42 


3,929 


5 


145 


4 


♦ 1' 




Ramsgate - - . 


95 


2,564 


37 


3,485 


1 


10 






Rochester - - . 


824 


10,091 


62 


7,745 


4 


154 


1 / 


' a 




Rye. . . - 


81 


1,848 


45 


4,657 


... 


_ 


- / 


— 




Saint Ives 


63 


1,380 


98 


11,038 


. 


• 


J 


78 




Scarborough 


62 


1,767 


134 


32,079 


.. 


... 


- i 


.. 




SciUv . . . 
Shields - 


15 


403 


45 


6,216 


... 


... 


- 1 


.. ' 




17 


545 


763 


201,104 


82 


1,646 


- J 


... 




Shoreham 


54 


1,027 


62 


11,277 


— 


— 


- 1 


. 




Southampton • 


136 


3,588 


85 


10,744 


8 


265 


lak i.si 




Stockton - 


22 


578 


185 


27,880 


25 


555 


11 < 




Sunderland 


93 


2,776 


832 


208,891 


38 


671 


- 1 - 


Swansea - - . 


73 


2,116 


94 


14,301 


6 


141 


«\ « 


Teignmouth 


2 


60 


14 


2,638 


1 


19 


- X , 


Truro 


12 


431 


38 


3,381 


•~" 


•■^ 




^ 
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RBTURNS RELATING TO SHIPPING. 





Sailing Ybssels. 


Steam Vessels. 




Under 60 Tons. 


Above 50 Tons. 


Under 50 Tons, 


Above 50 Tons. 




Vesseb. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Ekolakd— COtt^*. 


















Wells .. - 


120 


2,614 


79 


7,226 


2 


30 


_ 


_ 


Wejmoath 


M 


825 


65 


6,487 


1 


31 


2 


122 


Whitby - 


48 


1,649 


341 


60,274 


3 


86 


... 




Whitebayen t 


14 


402 


181 


31,359 


1 


37 


4 


879 


Wisbeach . . - 


25 


980 


79 


10,796 


3 


70 


2 


482 


Woodbridge 


80 


1,008 


38 


2,718 


-» 


-. 






Workington 


8 


88 


90 


18,394 


1 


18 


.. 


. , 


Yarmoath • • - 


828 


9,832 


289 


32,991 


6 


87 


3 


282 


London - - - 


' 749 


24,621 


2,209 


654,694 


— 


— 


— 




TOTAL^ EnOLAHD - 


6,588 


204,195 


12,443 


2,771,806 


388 


8,766 


252 


52,540 


SCOTLAND: 


















Aberdeea - 


19 


539 


212 


46,411 


1 


41 


7 


110 


AUoa 


'28 


884 


51 


13,693 


1 


26 


4 


302 


Arbroath . . , 


17 


704 


94 


13,409 


— 




.... 




Ayr - - • . 


16 


486 


26 


4,472 


• 


• 


1 


70 


Banff ... 


49 


1,666 


96 


11,343 


— 


— 


... 




Borrowstoness • 


29 


942 


44 


4,891 


.— 


_ 


... 


, 


Gunpbeltown * 


26 


883 


1 


576 


- 


• 


2 


259 


Dnmfriea - • - 


78 


2,327 


51 


8,437 


— 


^- 


- 




Dundee - r - 


34 


1,161 


284 


56,466 


3 


94 


7 


1,686 


Glasgow - 


78 


2,744 


382 


152,528 


17 


610 


91 


26,963 


Orangemouth « 


6 


297 


38 


7,956 


4 


81 


3 


747 


Greenock - 


220 


6,209 


184 


66,677 


2 


47 


12 


1,965 


Infemcss - • - 


169 


4,195 


79 


6,536 


• 


• 


2 


536 


Irfine - , . 


41 


1>194 


77 


17,714 


- 


- 


3 


476 


ISSi 3 I 


68 


2,020 


36 


7,096 


- 


- 


1 


62 


22 


560 


21 


1,926 


_ 


— . 






Leith . . . 


79 


2,350 


102 


22,007 


13 


274 


15 


3,672 


Lenrick - 


54 


1,231 


8 


756 


-« 


^^ 


, 




Montroee - - - 


10 


437 


88 


14,359 


. 


« . 


1 


76 


Perth - . - 


10 


316 


44 


4,262 


1 


19 


2 


116 


Peterhead 


8 


246 


40 


9,485 


•^ 


- 1 






P<^ Glasgow • 


38 


1,442 


16 


4,827 


1 


14 


12 


2,181 


Stonioway 


42 


1,131 


14 


1,477 


.—. 


... 






Stranraer - • . 


5 


548 


28 


856 


_ 


... 




_^^ 


Wick . . . 


28 


665 


16 


1,281 


.i. 


.. 


_ 


.__ 


Wigtown ... 


86 


1,236 


16 


1,543 


- 


- 


1 


316 


T0TAI9 Scotland - 


1,197 


36,413 


2,048 


478,981 


43 


1,206 


164 


42,542 


iRELAND: 


















Ballina • • • 


1 


215 


2 


36 


_ 


^_^ 


_ 




Belfiot . - . 


159 


6,428 


322 


76,536 


2 


28 


10 


2,186 


Cderaine • • - 


11 


272 


— 


— 


.— . 


... 






Cork - . . 


158 


8,696 


228 


41,626 


7 


214 


16 


4,827 


Droriieda 


7 


193 


41 


6,166 


- 


• 


5 


1,787 


DuWin - 


291 


8,407 


127 


21,588 


3 


119 


43 


1 1,656 


Dundalk - ,- . 


5 


181 


18 


1,431 


1 


24 


2 


844 


Galway • 


12 


359 


3 


502 


— . 








Limerick ... 


59 


1,761 


40 


10,315 


• 


• • 


1 


300 


Londonderry - 


10 


256 


14 


4,171 


3 


126 


4 


1,339 


Newry . - . 


78 


2,401 


39 


6,293 


. 


• 


3 


873 


Koea . . - 


2 


69 


16 


6,756 


... 


^. 






Bkihbereen 


94 


2,285 


3 


202 


... 


„.. 


,__^ 




Mgo . . . 


18 


401 


19 


3,739 


1 


44 


1 


67 


ikrangford 


32 


1,053 


21 


2,406 


.— 


... 






balee • 


12 


306 


4 


729 


_ 


, 


_ 




Waterford 


60 


1,524 


04 


12,964 


. 


• 


19 


6,791 


Weetport . - - 
Wcdord . 


4 


87 


1 


120 


— 


«.. 






28 


1,006 


70 


7,660 


— 


— 




— 


1 Total, Ireland - 


1,036 


29,900 


1,062 


199,240 


17 


664 


104 


. 29,670 


L Iks OF Man • 


318 


7,422 


39 


2,947 


. 


• 


5 


1,197 


MfkANiiEL Islands 


206 


6,327 


287 


43,861 


2 


139 


3 


163 


SB Cnstoin House, Lor 


idon,\ 
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RETURNS RELATING TO SHIPPING. 



A RETURN of the Number and Tonnage of Vessels that entered and cleared Coastwise, at each of the Porti of 
Chreat Britain and Ireland^ Isle of Man, and Channel Islands (including their repeated Voyages), distingniBfaing 
Steam from Sailing Vessels, between the Slit of December 1852 and the 3l6t of December 1853. 







Sailing 


Vessels. 




Steam Vessels. 




Inwards. 


Outwards. 


Inwards. 


Outwards. 


ENGLAND: 


Vessels. 


Tppnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


















Aberystwith 


584 


19,966 


225 


8,961 


33 


3,234 


12 


1,068 


Arundel - - - 


406 


31,930 


251 


11,790 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Barnstaple 


922 


33,698 


290 


10,694 


139 


16,279 


73 


8,798 


Beaumaris 


1,505 


63,903 


514 


18,797 


746 


205,460 


726 


198,841 


Berwick - - - 


455 


22,319 


312 


17,420 


1 


20 


1 


20 


Bideford - 


761 


30,174 


210 


8,566 


78 


7,488 


77 


7,892 


Boston -' 


877 


42,462 


329 


15,939 


— 


— 


— • 


— 


Bridgwater 


2,819 


130,483 


1,241 


62,363 


— 


— 


-^ 


— 


Bridport - - - 


232 


16,735 


97 


4,008 


— 


•— 


— 


-— 


Bristol - 


4,120 


194,962 


2,479 


105,843 


782 


156,411 


916 


166,735 


Caernarvon 


1,280 


49,230 


237 


7,832 


33 


2,898 


20 


1,817 


Cardiff - 


l,47d 


83,696 


5,560 


380,504 


640 


63,611 


640 


67,862 


Cardigan - - - 
Carlisle - 


620 


14,544 


. 54 


1,541 


— 


— 


— 


— 


82 


3,731 


238 


10,546 


60 


13,860 


60 


13,860 


Chepstow ... 


516 


15,282 


164 


9,746 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Chester ... 


1,016 


47,284 


2,024 


89,116 


— 


— 


"■" 


— 


Colchester 


636 


49«634 


264 


11,262 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Cowes ... 


1,321 


51,801 


386 


8,958 


- 


- 


14 


604 


Dartmouth 


665 


37,216 


276 


10,136 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Deal 


60 


4,708 




— 


— 


—"■ 


•■• 


"— 


Dover . - - 


443 


34,810 


104 


5,348 


— 


— 


— 


•"• 


Exeter 


598 


57,785 


216 


9,961 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Falmouth 


710 


40.271 


215 


9,195 


141 


29,447 


76 


7,161 


Faversham 


1,614 


115,073 


1,461 


44,329 


— 


— 


— 


-"" 


Fleetwood 


421 


26,199 


253 


13,699 


672 


117,880 


666 


117,824 


Folkestone 


298 


29,428 


5 


198 


— 


■"" 


■— 


•"• 


Fowey . - - 
Gainsborough - 


1,149 


68,760 


618 


38,573 


— 


•~" 


— 


•• 


171 


8,936 


221 


11,196 


— 


■"" 


■■— 


"~ 


Gloucester 


1,225 


50,361 


2,356 


90,467 


29 


1,778 


67 


3,214 


Goole . - - 


1,852 


106.172 


1,888 


100,668 


- 


- 


51 


7,819 


Grimsby . - - 
Hartlepool 


251 


17,143 


176 


14,666 


4 


1,563 


1 


846 


327 


25,407 


6,684 


864,174 


16 


605 


80 


7,583 


Harwich . • • 


684 


41,998 


424 


19,000 


— 


•— 


— 


"■ 


Hull - - - 


772 


56,133 


854 


73,847 


696 


96,629 


603 


97,693 


Ipswich - - - 
Lancaster 


1,426 


108,524 


700 


33,093 


289 


31,019 


287 


30,166 


1,229 


60,893 


539 


27,766 


369 


61,467 


363 


60,261 


Liverpool ... 
Llauelly - 
Lowestoft 


7,046 


522,499 


7,090 


467,949 


2,728 


898,361 


2,841 


884,678 


1,800 


83,299 


2,969 


181,099 


82 


9,783 


76 


9,708 


936 


68,256 


232 


12,962 


24 


6,478 


— " 


"■" 


Lyme . . - 
Lynn - - - 


104 


6,196 


49 


1,940 


— 


"~" 


■■" 


""" 


1,529 


133,726 


365 


18,057 


49 


5,439 


61 


6,661 


Maldon - . - 


1,164 


73,140 


1,110 


46,300 


— 




■"■"' 


~"" 


Marvport - - - 
Mil/ord - 


310 


28,444 


2,r,90 


211,244 


— 


— " 


— 


""• 


702 


25,362 


1,286 


40,272 


161 


38,539 


49 


12,485 


Newcastle 


2,132 


163,440 


11,172 


1,502,813 


399 


81,886 


429 


97,854 


Newhaven 


260 


29,708 


38 


4,701 


4 


583 


— 


— . 


Newport - - r 
Padstow - - - 


1,748 


98,958 


6,952 


406,216 


31 


2,366 


24 


1,763 


808 


85,186 


208 


8,887 


51 


6,630 


"■" 


"" 


Ppnzance - • - 


715 


44,073 


217 


13,670 


29 


11,462 


— 


— 


Plymouth 

Poole - - - 


3,197 


264,739 


1,348 


102,230 


466 


186,497 


466 


166,121 


620 


48,383 


797 


33,284 


— 


"— 


"■" 


"~" 


Portsmouth 


1,353 


116,019 


866 


29,268 


38 


12,235 


76 


15,781 


Preston - - - 


499 


27,419 


588 


29,844 


72 


9,270 


8 


870 


Ramsgate 
Rochester 


511 


41,141 


147 


10,827 


— 


■■"■ 


"■■" 


^g^ 


2,865 


194,427 


900 


32,123 


41 


2,945 


— ■ 


^■^ 


Rye- 

St. Ives . - - 


497 
1,704 


36,639 
127,161 


124 
939 


6,941 
72,173 


180 


32,471 


178 


32,242 


Scarborough - 


253 


14,237 


25 


1,447 


" ■ 


• • 


2 


37 


Scilly 
Shields - 


122 

666 


6,074 
66,468 


64 
1,413 


1,722 
151,897 


29 


492 


23 


451 


Shoreham - - - 
Southampton - 
Stockton • - - 


574 

1,757 

554 


78,247 

169,418 

41,534 


70 
1,077 
2,636 


4,799 

60,273 

228,904 


172 

1 


48,248 
13 


116 
18 


19,015 
1,183 


Sunderland - • 


1,443 


118,824 


10,413 


1,330,160 


17 


251 


134 


36,612 


f*^wfl.nBea • . • 


4,090 


260,743 


6,489 


418,098 


313 


42,027 


824 


44,2S7 


Teignmouth 


602 


88,881 


431 


31,672 


166 


28,676 


68 


9,838 


Truro - . - 


847 


61,679 


753 


56,296 


"~" 


"~" 


""• 


■"■ 


WelU 


508 


30,279 


427 


2 3,588 
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Sailing Vbssbls. 


Steam Vessels. 




Inwards. | Outwards. 


Inwabds. 


Outwards. 


Kv n LAM Ti^-'COmi^. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. | Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Weymouth 

Whitby - - • 
Whitehaven 
Wisbeach • 
Woodbridge 
Workington 
Yarmouth - - - 
London ... 


308 
718 
644 
830 
634 
165 
1,677 
19,240 


22,657 

29,816 

24,436 

76,637 

27,327 

9,788 

133,249 

2,744,624 


51 
120 

3,353 
455 
382 

1,096 
634 

7,721 


2,017 

6,198 

229,764 

22,737 

18,665 

96,818 

41,017 

563,452 


6 
246 

188 
1,592 


367 
69,618 

25,368 
446,926 


17 
271 

185 
1,566 


313 
76,466 

26,626 
431,032 


Total, Englakd - 


98,717 


7,900,861 


109,351 


8,631,346 


11,708 


2,773,444 


11,667 


2,666,907 


SCOTLAND: 
Aberdeen - . . 

Afloa 

Arbroath ... 

Banff 

Borrowstoness - 

Campbeltown - 

Dumfries - . . 

Dundee - - - 

Glasgow - 

Grangemouth - 

Greenock ... 

Inverness - 

Irvine ... 

EJrkaldy - 

Kirkwall - 

Leith . . . 

Lerwick - . . 

Montrose ... 

Perth . . . 

Peterhead 

Port Glasgow - 

Stomoway 

Stranraer - - . 

Wick 

Wigtown - 


1,278 
263 
151 
673 
482 
123 
920 
919 

1,666 

1^436 
311 
674 
972 
176 
491 
182 

1,069 

92 

529 

272 

676 

56 

92 

269 

667 

468 


109,749 
10,988 

8,319 
33,770 
27,138 

6,343 
26,313 
26,693 
131,465 
134,411 
21,265 
38,328 
68,126 

9,242 
24,282 

9,378 
66,931 

7,068 
38,397 
16,926 
26,208 

3,466 

3,701 

8,033 
26,869 
13,846 


608 

1,200 

398 

167 

386 

907 

454 

367 

444 

2,940 

242 

162 

906 

3,657 

924 

212 

734 

74 

288 

290 

607 

4 

25 

167 

4f8 

301 


37,621 
70,189 
21,893 

9,555 
17,990 
52,126 
11,491 
12,306 
87,783 
191,275 
15,708 

8,662 
44,898 
230,382 
43,431 
11,094 
65,387 

6,963 

18,661 

17,617 

20,800 

644 

822 

5,266 
20,182 

9,617 


330 
295 

381 

98 

140 

1,474 

69 

214 

180 

164 

61* 

614 

28 

24 

88 
266 
149 

63 


101,963 
27,137 

48,116 
24,486 
26,862 
351,129 
17,304 
39,511 
42,677 
35,230 

16,942 

182,496 

8,960 

3,888 

16,864 
31,956 
28,163 
16,374 


449 
279 

364 

86 

141 

1,601 

67 

102 

177 

239 

4 

61 
616 

28 

24 

89 
268 
147 

64 


135,926 
25,681 

44,760 
22,186 
26,978 

358,336 
16,848 
10,762 
42,217 
43,601 
262 
16,026 

184,059 
8,960 

3,888 

16,068 
32,184 
27,090 
16,926 


Total, Scotland - 


14,484 


886,233 


16,742 


970,963 j 4,617 


1,018,087 


4,696 


1,032,628 


IRELAND : 

Ballina - - • 

Belfest . - 

Coleraine ... 

Cork 

Drogheda - - - 

Dublin . 

Dundalk - 

Galway ... 

Limerick ... 

Londonderry - 

Ross . . . 

Skibbereen 

Sligo ... 

Strangford 

Tralee - 

Waterford 

Weitport - 

Wexford - 


36 
6,168' 

141 

2,080 

669 

6,110 

498 

76 

328 

688 

697 

194 

266 

151 

496 

287 

906 

60 

479 


2,621 
470,066 

6,324 

170,291 

42,462 

396,392 

32,676 

8,079 
30,674 
39,000 
42,987 
16,630 
11,668 

9,669 
22,648 
14,640 
72,391 

4,043 
24,630 


64 

1,180 

21 

1,513 

265 

2,510 

140 

70 

387 

266 

198 

66 

225 

126 

178 

169 

736 

47 

426 


3,888 

198,661 

709 

94,769 

19,767 

129,787 

10,774 

5,868 
87,304 
16,320 
11,791 

4,694 
11,905 

8,410 

6,498 
10,034 
60,956 

4,000 
22,681 


8 
1,477 
809 
266 
208 
1,436 
146 

81 
468 
146 

77 

6 

16 

169 

60 


636 
419,611 

83,637 
104,376 

80,240 
440,446 

66,483 

21,228 

148,815 

40,686 

24,684 

896 

3,328 

49,357 

11,104 


8 

1,399 

14 

257 

266 

1,608 

153 

80 
464 
136 

78 

4 

14 

177 

60 


636 

412,604 

3,938 

101,329 

94,142 

493,132 

58,518 

21,168 

146,693 

38,266 

24,419 

264 

2,912 

60,400 

11,104 


Total, Ireland - 


18,101 


1,417,465 


8,570 


648,196 


4,860 


1,484,827 


4,692 


1,459,410 


bLB OP Man 
Channel Islands - 


1,494 
Nil 


65,812 


702 


24,190 


219 

... 


26,860 


130 


30,067 



Custom House, London,! 
23 March 1854. J 
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RETURNS RELATING TO SHIPPING. 



A RETURN^ of the Number and Tonnage of Vessels that entered and cleared from and to the Colonies, at each of 
the Ports of Cheat Britain and Ireland^ Isle of Many and Channel Islands (including their repeated Voyages), 
distinguishing Steam from Sailing Vessels, between the dist day of December 1852 and the dlst day of December 



1853 'y further distinguishing British from Foreign Vessek. 









SAILING 


VESSELS. 










Inwabds. 


Outwards. 






Bbitish. 


Foreign. 


British. 


Foreign. 


ENGLAND: 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Aberystwith 


10 


2,035 




196 


5 


1,065 


•« 


«.. 


Arundel - . . 


2 


121 


m m 


• ' . 


1 


225 


.» 


.. 


Barnstaple 


4 


1,237 


... 


.^ 




._ 


.— 


— . 


Beaumaris 


14 


6,459 




258 


11 


4,269 


— 


— 


Berwick - - - 


7 


1,707 


.^ 




... 


... 


— 


.— 


Bideford - 


9 


2,291 


• 


. 


7 


1,679 


2 


744 


Boston ... 


1 


263 


... 


„^^ 


... 


.. 


.. 


... 


Bridgwater 


14 


4,398 




689 


4 


804 


— . 


— 


Bridport - - • 


11 


422 


4 


. 


26 


1,076 


1 


204 


Bristol ... 


147 


53,394 


35 


17,841 


119 


39,394 


1 


62 


Caernarvon 


19 


3,752 






14 


1,791 


— 


— 


Cardiff - 


83 


16,929 


15 


1,942 


235 


56,491 


159 


46,418 


Cardigan - • . 
Carlisle - . . 


4 


802 


^_ 


- - 


«^ 


... 


-.. 


... 


8 


693 


^ ^ 


. 


1 


296 


.. 


... 


Chester ... 


3 


449 




244 


1 


62 


... 


... 


Colchester 


1 


300 


... 






-. 


... 


•. 


Cowes - . . 


19 


1,021 


• . 


• 


17 


626 


.— 


— 


Dartmouth 


49 


2,439 


. 


• 


40 


2,616 


— 


— 


JOover ... 


3 


252 


• 


. 


1 


260 


..ii* 


— 


Exeter - . - 


95 


3,630 




762 


25 


1,415 





mm. 


Falmouth - . - 


19 


2,290 


• 


. 


53 


6,321 


— 


«p. 


Faversham 


1 


14 


.1. 


_ 


mmm 


... 


«.» 


.. 


Fleetwood 


17 


5,723 




1,595 


9 


8,341 


..- 


— 


Fowey ... 


20 


2,135 




62 


8 


1,527 


1 


252 


Gainsborough - 


^ 


• 


. 


• 


1 


102 


— 


— 


Gloucester 


67 


29,394 


19 


7,714 


27 


8,913 


4 


1,626 


Goole 


1 


51 


- 


• 


1 


148 


.— 


— 


Grimsby - - - 


13 


3,855 


. 


• 


1 


302 


•« 


— .. 


Hartlepool 


12 


2,325 




700 


76 


14,746 


63 


30,161 


Harwich ... 


1 


119 


. 


• 


15 


678 


— 


— 


Hull ... 


59 


23,521 


66 


23,127 


30 


9,091 


11 


2,69a 


Ipswich ... 


2 


190 




250 


3 


119 


1 


227 


Lancaster - - . 


17 


4,759 




335 


9 


3,226 


— 


-~ 


Liverpool - - ^ 
Llanelly - . . 


860 


452,181 


114 


80,433 


1,027 


448,134 


116 


52,960 


24 


2,874 




687 


11 


1,465 


2 


426 


Lowestoft - 


1 


308 


• 


. 


1 


247 


..— 


.- 


Lyme - - - 


83 


3,458 


. 


. 


61 


2,763 


.— 


— 


Lynn ... 
Maldon ... 


2 


540 




190 


— 


— 


... 


— 


2 


41 


•,. 


.» 


•.. 


— . 


.» 


— 


Maryport - - , - 
Milford . 


23 
22 


4,416 
5,013 


, 


• . 


10 
12 


2,272 
2,978 


z 


•■" 


Newcastle - - - 


57 


12,506 


11 


993 


258 


49,451 


33 


10,669 


Newhaven 


6 


470 


- 


. 


10 


463 


.— 


— 


Newport ... 


38 


5,819 




1,752 


97 


80,451 


27 


9,298 


Padstow ... 


6 


1,703 


m 


• 


4 


1,051 


— 


— 


Penzance ... 


6 


707 


m 


. 


29 


1,830 


— 


— 


Plymouth - - - 


216 


23,105 




499 


265 


25,063 


1 


299 


PooJe - . . 


33 


4,090 


. 


• • 


42 


5,737 


2 


619 


Portsmouth 


37 


6,902 


. 


. 


16 


1,417 


3 


1,684 


Preston ... 


4 


799 


• 


• 


2 


610 


— 


— 


Rochester - . - 


2 


869 




706 


5 


1,081 


.— 


— 


Rye- - . . 


• 


• 


. 


• 


2 


58 


.. 


— 


Saint Ives - - - 


10 


2,180 


. 


. 


8 


1,861 


1 


196 


Scarborough 


2 


396 


.-.. 


-. 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Scilly 

Shields . - - 


1 


210 


• • 


• 


4 


438 


... 


..- 


30 


9,105 




483 


35 


14,051 


10 


3,487 


Shoreham . . - 


1 


34 


• 


• 


4 


880 


.i.. 


-^ 


Sonthamptdki - 


61 


3,493 


2 


604 


69 


7,160 


1 


378 


Stockton . . - 


19 


5,415 


2 


354 


4 


813 


1 


281 


Sunderland 


107 


22,330 


5 


1,395 


204 


42,285 


12 


2,676 


Swansea - - - 


53 


10,697 


7 


2,564 


100 


15,814 


48 


17,416 


Teignmouth 


40 


2,937 


. 


. 


42 


8,007 


2 


396 


Truro ... 


15 


6,533 


3 


1,189 


5 


1,365 


4 


907 


Weymouth 


27 


2,026 


• . 


- 


26 


1,722 


— 


— 


Whitby - 
Whitehaven 


4 


941 


• 


• 


1 


256 


— 


— 


26 


5,358 


. 


• 


15 


3,270 


— 


— 


Wisbeach - 


2 


570 


1 


339 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Workington 


10 


2,121 


" - 


- • 


7 


1,467 


""^ 


"^ 
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Sailing YESBBis-^continued. 




Inwards. 


Outwards. 




British. 


Foreign. 


British. 


Foreign. 


EsrOLlND— TOItK 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vesseb. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Tannonth 


5 


1,326 


3 


829 


_M 


- 


_ 


_ 


London - - - 


1,736 


633,984 


203 


99,976 


1,217 


610,907 


187 


94,664 


Total * - - 


4,293 


1,312,427 


620 


248,662 


4,327 


1,339,096 


693 


278,316 


SCOTLAND: 


















Aberdeen - - - 


9 


2,733 


. 


• 


19 


6,464 


„^^ 


^^ 


Alloa . - - 


• • 


- 


- 


. 


11 


4,149 


.— 


— 


Arbroath - 


1 


264 


. 


. 


2 


262 


.. 


— 


Banff 


7 


1,601 


- 


. 


4 


814 


.— 


— 


1 


206 


- 


- 


2 


643 





— 


Borrowstoneaa - 


. 


. . 


- 


- 


. 


. 


1 


112 


Damfries - • - 


11 


2,444 


. 


. 


11 


2,223 


^^ 


— 


Dundee • • - 


16 


6,609 




612 


45 


13,803 


1 


288 


Glasgow • 


124 


32,710 


9 


3,496 


327 


116,388 


5 


1,438 


Grangemonth • 


5 


2,200 


- 


- 


9 


2,774 


— 


— 


Greenock 


219 


81,380 


6 


3,124 


103 


34,899 


.— . 


— 


Inverness • • • 


1 


183 


. 


- 


1 


137 


_ 


— 


Inrine - • . 


19 


7,381 


- 


• 


43 


16,916 


4 


1,294 


Kirkaldy - - - 


- • 


• 


- 


. 


1 


216 


— 


— 


Leitb ... 


21 


7,366 


3 


637 


32 


11,307 


.^ 


.1.. 


Montrose ... 


7 


1,688 


- 


• 


6 


1,943 


— 


— 


Perth - • - 


1 


203 


- 


• 


3 


429 


«. 


_ 


Peterhead 


1 


275 


. 


- 


2 


397 


^^ 


... 


Port Glasgow - 


58 


36,902 


- 


- 


29 


21,950 


..» 


^.^ 


Stomowaj 


1 


168 


- 


. 


1 


156 


.. 


..« 


Stranraer • - - 


4 


1,260 


- 


. 


2 


620 


_ 


^^ 


Wick - - . 


3 


217 


-. 


.— 


-. 


,.. 


_ 


_ 


Wigtown - . - 


1 


336 


— 


— 




— 


— 


— 


Total - - - 


610 


184,936 


18 


7,769 


653 


234,466 


11 


3,127 


IRELAND: 


















Ballina - 


2 


430 


1 


167 


2 


430 


1 


164 


Belfast - . 


67 


17,968 


24 


7,921 


31 


10,472 


12 


3,043 


Coleraine * - - 


3 


866 


1 


2ai 


1 


334 


.. 





Cork ... 


62 


14,962 


6 


1,842 


64 


16,691 


16 


3,368 


Drogheda 
Dublin - 


6 


917 


«— 


-. 


<— 


... 


— 


^^m 


61 


20,646 


22 


7,244 


26 


9,184 


13 


3,906 


Bandalk ... 


8 


1,458 


. 


- 


- 


. 


1 


98 


Galway • - • 


7 


1,133 


1 


340 


7 


1,744 


1 


268 


Limenck . • . 


89 


11,206 


- 


- 


38 


12,419 


4 


1,210 


Londonderry - 


9 


4,038 


1 


816 


7 


2,213 


5 


1,305 


Newry 


10 


2,848 


2 


638 


2 


938. 


1 


428 


Ross - . . 


6 


1,666 


2 


622 


7 


3,774 


-» 


.... 


Skibbereen 


3 


706 


— 


... 


m^ 


m^ 


»i. 


«.« 


Sligo . - . 


Id 


2,676 


- 


- 


8 


2,048 


1 


242 


Strangford 


1 


330 


- 


. 


1 


330 


— 


... 


Tralee - - - 


4 


929 


1 


124 


4 


1,206 


.. 


... 


Waterford 


22 


6,029 


- 


. • 


28 


8,274 


13 


3,346 


Westport . 
Wexford - 


3 


827 


• 


• 


4 


896 


_ 


,_ 


6 


848 


- 


- 






1 


110 


Total • - - 


309 


90,366 


60 


19,344 


220 


69,953 


69 


17,477 


IsLB of Man - 


1 


210 


1 


161 


2 


429 


1 


161 


CflAlrirBL ISLAKDS 


27 


3,826 


• 


- 


63 


11,391 


1 


110 








STEAM \ 


^ESSELS. 






Chester - 


• . 


- 


• 


• 


1 1 46 


_ 


..^ 


Lirerpool ... 


8 


6,037 


. 


. 


11 


6,919 


«^ 


_ 


Newlmven 


61 


9,180 


. 


• 


63 


9,472 


— 


... 


Plytnoath 


38 


3,069 


. 


- 


22 


2,046 


... 


«... 


Southampton - 


261 


67,802 


1 


326 


266 


72,767 


2 


650 


London ... 


41 


13,108 


• 


- 


46 


13,002 


m^ 


»« 


Greenock 


1 


190 


• 


• 


3 


644 


_ 


,^^ 


PortGUsgow - 


. 


. 


. 


• 


2 


171 


... 


... 


Cork . . . 


1 


346 


.. 


_ 


1 


_ 


._ 


r 


WateWbrd 


- 


- 




- 


2 


166 


— 





Total - - - 


396 


98,731 


1 


325 


416 


104,223 


2 


660 



Cnstom Honse, London,! 
23 March 1854. j 

134- 



A4 



W. H. Noss, 

. Reg'-Gen> of Shipping. 
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RETURNS RELATING TO SHIPPING. 



A RETURN of the Number and Tonnage of Vessels that entered and cleared from and to FoasiOK Portsi at each 
of the Ports oi Great Britain and Ireland^ Isle of Many and Channel Islands (including their repeated Voyages), 
distinguishing Steam from Sailing Vessels, and British from Foreign Vessels, between the dlst day of December 
1852 and the dlst day of December 1853. 









SAILING 


VESSELS. 








Inwards. 


Outwards. 




British. 


F0REI«K. 


British. 


Forrigk. 




Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


ENGLAND: 

Aberystwith 


















2 


216 


^ ^ 


^ . 


1 


89 


,^,^ 


^^ 


Arundel ... 


5 


731 


18 


2,447 


2 


283 


15 


1,994 


Barnstaple 


6 


849 


10 


2,481 


— 


-.. 


1- 


— 


Beaumaris 


2 


488 


6 


1,410 


7 


1,057 


4 


792 


Berwick - - - 


89 


4,872 


41 


3,634 


23 


1,192 


19 


1,902 


Bideford - 


4 


451 


3 


494 


. 


• 


1 


276 


Boston - . . 


5 


520 


36 


3,218 


4 


818 


86 


3,218 


Bridgwater 


15 


2,117 


27 


5,583 


2 


486 


10 


2,430 


Bridport ... 


27 


3,621 


8 


956 


7 


1,175 


7 


752 


Bristol - 


285 


41,807 


311 


61,812 


119 


29,190 


111 


89,733 


Caernarvon 


4 


330 


. 


. 


70 


6,288 


4 


480 


Cardiff - 


69 


9,608 


485 


95,282 


607 


122,343 


1,112 


204,464 


Chepstow ... 


15 


2,145 


1 


75 


1 


273 


— 


— 


Chester - 


2 


176 


4 


510 


3 


324 


8 


492 


Colchester 


3d 


1,516 


14 


1^553 


24 


1,382 


7 


866 


Cowes - - . 


39 


1,679 


9 


773 


47 


2,839 


28 


1,488 


Dartmouth 


16 


1,093 


4 


363 


77 


6,970 


— 


— 


Dover - - . 


53 


3,739 


16 


2,131 


40 


1,448 


5 


649' 


Exeter - - . 


81 


4,579 


47 


5,066 


9 


797 


81 


8,576 


Falmouth 


57 


8,292 


85 


7,797 


44 


6,782 


50 


4,831 


Faversham 


8 


180 


9 


1,114 


16 


679 


1 


76 


Fleetwood 


. 


. 


2 


857 


5 


1,998 


1 


822 


Folkstone - - . 


. 




7 


922 


• . 


• 


4 


521 


Fowey - . - 


25 


1,562 


54 


7,534 


66 


4,498 


92 


9,428 


Gainsborough - . , 


13 


1,516 


30 


2,840 


6 


451 


9 


977 


Gloucester 


107 


21,207 


247 


46,760 


42 


11,056 


94 


24,270 


Goole - , . 


82 


7,607 


156 


15,176 


29 


2,738 


75 


7,542 


Grimsby ... 


97 


20,564 


310 


57,978 


27 


5,516 


215 


45,221 


Hartlepool 


397 


73,543 


644 


98,158 


568 


109,622 


1,561 


184,188 


Harwich - ^ . 


34 


2,577 


45 


3,489 


4 


417 


159 


9,549 


Hull - . . 


628 


125,376 


1,537 


212,814 


820 


69,811 


1,120 


158,899 


Ipswich - . » 


69 


5,698 


^6 


6,998 


61 


5,409 


80 


8,582 


Lancaster .... 


6 


868 


3 


298 


6 


l;270 


1 


385 


Liverpool - - . 
Llanelly - 


1,624 


488,405 


1,682 


787,003 


1,676 


651,628 


1,870 


888,226 


66 


7,092 


57 


3,976 


60 


8,669 


65 


8,868 


Lowestoft ... 


22 


2,631 


39 


5,203 


44 


17,253 


37 


5,905 


Lyme • - • 


7 


325 


1 


90 


— 


— 


-^ 


— 


Lynn - - - 


52 


8,994 


111 


7,567 


15 


3,051 


21 


1,568 


Maldon • - - 


26 


1,130 


28 . 


1,962 


31 


804 


— 


— 


Maryport - - - 
Milford - - . 


- 


- 


- 


- 


3 


372 


— 


— 


9 


1,661 


6 


966 


5 


810 


4 


844 


Newcastle 


849 


137,655 


1,638 


199,086 


2,203 


427,723 


2,902 


376,448 


Newhoven 


24 


1,857 


11 


1,275 


7 


335 


6 


617 


Newport ... 


43 


4,066 


139 


39,182 


326 


61,855 


258 


80,291 


Padstow . 


10 


1,279 


2 


458 


8 


800 


2 


458 


Penzance . - - 


13 


1,980 


43 


4,899 


20 


2,200 


31 


3,597 


Plymouth 


248 


17,345 


216 


26,058 


150 


10,569 


149 


19,704 


Poole . . - 


67 


5,785 


49 


5,543 


29 


2,915 


50 


6,421 


Portsmouth 


74 


4,140 


85 


8,285 


27 


1,848 


76 


6,305 


Preston - - . 


6 


743 


1 


105 


5 


798 


— 


— 


Ramsgate . • - 


53 


1^829 


55 


4,065 


51 


1,062 


54 


3,597 


Rochester - - - 


39 


2,499 


51 


6,290 


39 


2,150 


30 


2,783 


Rye- - . . 


87 


1,551 


22 


1,518 


26 


1,001 


4 , 


316 


Saint Ives 


13 


1,375 


33 


4,373 


30 


3,637 


29 


4,157 


Scarborough 


16 


1,830 


3 


242 


- 


' 


2 


210 


Scilly . ' - 
Shields . 


2 


260 


2 


377 


3 


250 


*— 


— 


541 


109,665 


422 


41,451 


483 


92,932 


684 


74,256 


Shoreham- 


39 


3,015 


295 


15,239 


11 


1,284 


281 


13,714 


Southampton -» 


65 


12,200 


171 


17.628 


24 


3,175 


171 


17,997 


Stockton - 


152 


25,002 


273 


25,969 


207 


37,112 


413 


88,980 


Sunderland 


687 


122,485 


1,262 


114,921 


1,060 


211,048 


1,618 


151,526 


Swansea - - - 


153 


31,097 


189 


28,038 


276 


45,436 


234 


22^19 


Teignmouth 


21 


1,426 


11 


1,922 


11 


1,310 


6 


1,127 


Truro 


8 


1,247 


78 


15,703 


5 


828 


63 


13,655 



Digitized by 



Google 
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Sailing Vessels — conti?iued. 




Inwards. 


Outwards. 




British. 


Foreign, 


British. 


Foreign. 




Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


England — cont*» 
Wells - - . 


















19 


1,593 


27 


1,435 


_^ 


___ 


.■« 


__ 


Weymouth 


45 


2,895 


21 


2,376 


14 


1,287 


22 


2,405 


Whitby - 
Whitehaven 


27 


3,597 


7 


611 


8 


1,374 


1 


51 


3 


456 


1 


118 


2 


464 


1 


118 


Wisbeach 


42 


8,679 


49 


5,457 


13 


1,495 


22 


2,644 


Woodbridge 


8 


308 


11 


891 


2 


262 


11 


889 


Workington 


1 


103 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Yarmouth 


82 


9,672 


126 


12,247 


41 


4,180 


61 


6,378 


London - - - 


3,038 


561,342 


5,058 


910,552 


1,377 


217,018 


4,536 


794,958 


Total, England - 


10,345 


1,933,741 


16,509 


2,953,048 


10,524 


2,109,916 


18,464 


3,253,617 


SCOTLAND: 


















Aberdeen - . - 


74 


9,966 


79 


6,836 


55 


9,35'5 


25 


2,633 


Alloa 


8 


976 


40 


3,836 


36 


6,368 


280 


25,118 


Arbroath - - . 


42 


5,422 


39 


3,820 


36 


5,372 


10 


1,001 


Ayr. . . . 


1 


180 


2 


278 


8 


513 


1 


146 


Banff 


20 


1,938 


43 


2,403 


53 


8,985 


19 


1,175 


Borrowstoness - 


28 


2,940 


42 


4,942 


202 


24,363 


454 


44,980 


Campbeltown - 


• 


. 


1 


126 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Dmnfries - . . 


2 


194 


1 


83 


1 


97 


..— 


— 


Dundee - • . 


294 


54,370 


341 


41,655 


181 


38,211 


1«0 


23,344 


Glasgow - . - 


275 


51,522 


179 


44,142 


467 


96,035 


244 


63,269 


Grangemouth - 


97 


10,174 


404 


42,173 


155 


15,258 


388 


42,112 


Greenock - - - 


54 


13,054 


39 


10,640 


47 


20,087 


45 


11,975 


Inverness - - - 


5 


1,273 


6 


445 


17 


1,512 


9 


572 


Irvine - - - 


4 


603 


14 


2,916 


137 


31,903 


171 


86,895 


Kirkaldy - 


67 


10,873 


85 


7,449 


55 


8,684 


288 


18>d36 


Kirkwall - 


m m 


• 


5 


435 


. 


• • 


1 


77 


Leith 


286 


84,822 


891 


86,912 


86 


14,696 


265 


28,769 


Lerwick - - - 


10 


645 


9 


408 


16 


1,170 


15 


998 


Montrose - - . 


34 


5,169 


58 


7,754 


54 


9,689 


47 


6,290 


Perth 


12 


1,140 


34 


3,421 


. 


- 


9 


1,146 


Peterhead 


41 


9,167 


48 


2,671 


93 


16,027 


62 


3,554 


Port Glasgow - 


4 


1,114 


9 


2,809 


12 


10,336 


1 


383 


Stornoway 


22 


1,221 


4 


383 


32 


1,358 


2 


173 


Wick 


23 


1,224 


111 


5,848 


102 


7,617 


146 


8,840 


Wigtown - . - 


• 


- 


1 


98 


1 


335 


— 


— •' 


Total, Scotland - 


1,353 


217,437 


2,485 


281,983 


1,841 


317,916 


2,612 


821,776 


IRELAND: 


















BaUina - 


5 


587 


6 


877 


1 


105 


5 


633 


Belfast . . . 


160 


22,603 


205 


83,157 


69 


18,340 


211 


40,869 


Coleraine - 


2 


239 


7 


1,215 


2 


531 


8 


1,453 


Cork 


167 


28,665 


224 


50,164 


61 


11,422 


207 


49,216 


Drogheda 
Dublin . 


27 


3,500 


26 


3,023 


3 


507 


4 


684 


167 


21,786 


175 


31,538 


51 


13,836 


181 


34,838 


Dundalk - 


16 


2,607 


10 


1,164 


1 


179 


— 


..— 


Galway . « . 


25 


4,963 


33 


7,098 


12 


2,283 


84* 


7,340 


Lunenck - - - 


99 


22,656 


98 


24,994 


29 


6,878 


71 


18,952 


L(mdondeny 


43 


9,261 


120 


21,677 


19 


7,711 


50 


10,971 


Newry - - • 


23 


3,438 


41 


5,967 


3 


833 


20 


4,107 


Ross 


15 


2,336 


19 


4,392 


6 


1,694 


21 


4,818 


Skibbereen 


2 


631 


6 


1,183 


1 


292 


3 


611 


Sligo 


22 


4,120 


19 


3,622 


9 


1,920 


14 


2,817 


Tralee ... 


15 


2,360 


16 


3,218 


10 


4,868 


14 


2,582 


Waterfbrd 


51 


10,819 


96 


20,136 


24 


5,149 


83 


18,652 


Weslprt . 
Wexford . 


4 


723 


15 


2,582 


1 


248 


15 


2,591 


27 


3,242 


19 


2,143 


17 


2,449 


4 


488 


Total, Ireland - 


850 


144,536 


1,135 


218,155 


319 


74,251 


945 


201,628 


IsLB OP Man - 


6 


782 


■ 
30 


3,333 


2 


438 


24 


2,826 


Chanhek Islands 


1,045 


44,316 


213 


14,852 


1,113 


40,121 


188 


11,409 



•34. 



B 



Digitized by 
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n 



10 




HETURNS RE LATINO TO SHIPPING. 










STEAM VESSELS. 




IVWARDS 


OUTWIRDS. 




British. Foreigk. 


Brituh. 






Foreigv. 




Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessek. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Dorer ... 

FoDcitone • 

Goole . • . 

GrimBbjr ... 

Hartlepool 

Hnll . . - 

Liverpool ... 

UaaeU7 • . . 

Lowentoft- 

Newcastle 

NewfaaTen 

Southampton . 

London - - . 

Glasgow ... 

Ghrangemouth - 

Greenock ... 

Leith - . . 

Dublin . . . 


00 

431 

72 

84 

17 

420 

243 

66 

70 

208 

334 

1,451 

6 

1 

78 

1 


11,960 

64,781 

12,748 

33,212 

3,802 

136,744 

157,332 

26,632 

17,243 

32,257 

135,072 

415,785 

6,912 

336 

18,005 

359 


43 

4 

150 
26 

17 

27 
241 

10 

2 


7,568 
548 

83,271 
35,540 

4,471 

15,052 
59,367 

2,350 

320 


1 

429 

72 

91 

21 

426 

251 

2 

27 

70 

217 

320 

1,167 

11 

78 


140 

64,638 

12,675 

35,768 

4,988 

138,509 

166,164 

170 

10,556 

17,243 

32,730 

135,568 

319,481 

7,577 

16,956 


42 

4 

154 

26 

8 

27 
231 

10 
2 
1 


7,392 
648 

33,999 
86,267 

2,804 

16,677 
57,162 

2,350 
675 
160 


Total . 


3,572 


1,073,180 


520 


158,487 


8,178 


963,158 


505 


157,584 


IsLB OP May . 
Chavvbl If LAvns 


NlL 
76 


6,245 


7 


2,800 


95 


7,905 


'7 


2,800 



Cnstom House, London,! 
28 Maich 1854. J 



W. H. Nos8j 

Reg^-Gem. of Shipping:. 



A BETURN of the Nmnsa and Tovnaob of Sailhtg Vessels B^fistered at each of the Colokibs of the United 
Kingdom respecttTelj, distinguishing those under and those above FifljrTons Rq^ister, on the 31st December 18^8:-* 
A similar Rbturv of Stbax Vbssbxji and their Tohitaoe. 





Sailing Vbssbls. 


Strak Vbssbu. 




Under 50 Tons. 


Above 50 Tons. 


Under 50 Tons. 


Above I 






>OToni. 




Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


AVRICAC 


















Bathurst ... 
Sierra Leone 
Gape of Good Hope - 
Kauritiua - . 


49 

11 

7 

60 


923 

270 

228 

1,747 


14 

8 

46 

49 


1,270 

746 

6,839 

7,344 


— 


— 


2 


171 


Australia : 


















• •III 


150 

io6 

32 
117 


3,805 
1,584 
2,778 
834 
2,400 


141 
55 

221 
32 
29 


26,321 
7,327 

21,083 
6,344 
1,918 


6 

1 
2 


191 
44 

69 


9 
5 

1 


1,497 

460 

52 


AXBRICA (BaiTlff 


B NORTBBRV COLPVIES) 


: 












NewfouiMttand . . 
Canada - - - 
New Brasswiek 

Nova Scotia and Gape 

Breton. 
Prince Edward Island 


458 

257 

428 

1,167 

213 


13,774 

8,628 

10,568 

52,998 

8,002 


490 

437 

375 

1,773 

132 


49,720 

73,181 

102,029 

135^89 

19,831 


1 
22 
10 

8 


40 

789 

858 

96 


1 
69 
14 

1 


98 

^ 8,«84 
lt6M 

«7 
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Sailing Vessels. 


Stbam Vessels. 




Under 50 Tons. 


Above 60 Tons- 


Under 60 Tons. 


Above i 






>0 Tons. 




Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


British West Ind 


lEs: 
















Aotigttft - 


^0 


1,191 


4 


411 


_ 


— 


. — 


•. 


Barbadoes 


26 


626 


9 


738 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Domimca « 


16 


338 


4 


248 


— 


.— 


— 


— 


Grenada - - - 


46 


484 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


^^ 


Jamaica - 


76 


1,798 


9 


1,064 


— 


— 


— 


-.. 


Montserrat 


1 


13 


1 


59 


— 


— 


— 


... 


Nevis - - - 


U 


127 


^^ 


.— 


.. 


_^_ 


.-. 


•_ 


St. Christopher 


18 


245 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


— 


St Lucia - 


12 


382 


2 


336 


— 


.— 


..— . 


-~ 


St Vincent 


86 


628 


7 


666 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Tobaffo - 
Tortok - 


8 


228 


1 


97 


— 


— 


— 


— 


S4 


206 


2 


1^2 


— 




— - 


... 


Trinidad - - - 


51 


886 


4 


305 


1 


48 


— 


— 


Bahamas • . - 


136 


2,900 


31 


2,616 


— 




— 


«— 


Bermuda - - - 


14 


421 


30 


2,764 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Demerara 


32 


868 


9 


670 


- 


- 


1 


69 


Berbice - - - 


17 


278 


2 


138 


~~~ 


""" 


"■•■■ 


*— ~ 



Custom House, London,*) 
28 March 1«64. / 



W. H. Noss, 

Reg^'Gen^ of Shijppiog. 



A RETUSN of tbe Number of Vessels, with their Tonnage (distingaishing Steam from Sailing Vessels), that were 
Built and Registered in the United Kingdom, distinguishing Timber from Iron Vessels, in the Year 1868. 







TiMSEa. 


Irov. 




Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 






Total - - - 


Tonnage. 


Sailing Vessels 
Steam Vessels 


686 
36 


146,880 
3,305 


117 


8,676 
44,910 




671 


149,686 


127 


^8,486 



Custom House, London,! 
28 March 1864. J 



Reg'-Getf of Shipping. 



A RETURN of Vessels Sold and Transferred in the United Kingdom, in the Year 1853, distinguishing Steam 

from Sailing Vessels. 





Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


- 






SaSiDffVemek - • . - 


^,988 
171 




Steam Vessels • • . . . 


428,159 




Total - - - 


27,246 




3,109 


560,406 


Cugtem House, London,! 
23 March 1864. J 




w. 


H. 


iVoM, 
Reg'^Jeni of Shipping- 



134. 
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RETURNS RELATING TO SniPPING. 



A RETURN of Vkssels Wrecked in the Year 1868, belonging to the United Kingdom. 



Custom House, London,! 
23 March 1864, J 





Vessels. 


TOKKAOE. 






Sailing Vessels 

Steam Vessels 


669 
12 


117,800 
3,414 


Total - - - 


681 


120,714 



W. S. Not$, 

Reg'- Gen' of Shifting. 



A RETURN of Vessels Broken up in the Year 1853, belonging to the United Kingdom. 




Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


^ 




Sailing VesseFs 

Steam Vessels 


69 
16 


3,901 
1,320 


Total - - - 


84 


5,221 



Custom House, Londoni 
23 March 1864. J 



W. H. Nouy 

Reg'-Gen* of Shipping. 



A RETURN of the Number of Colonial-built Vessels, and their Tonnaoe, Registered at each of the Ports of the 
United Kingdom, in the Year 1863 ; distinguishing the Number and Tonnage of each Colony respectively. 





Canada. 


New Brunswick. 


Nova Scotia. 


Prince Edward Island. 




Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


London - 


^ . 


. « 


. 


^ _ 


3 


629 


1 


302 


Bristol - 


• 


- 


1 


830 


- 


— 


.— 


— 


Liverpool - - - 


6 


6,804 


12 


11,706 


.. 


— . 


— 


— 


Newport - - - 


1 


1,190 


— 


— 


— 


— , 


— 


— 


Glasgow - . - 


1 


1,373 


1 


886 


— 


— . 


-^ 


— 


Greenock - - . 


- 


- 


2 


1,426 


»_ 


i— . 


— 


— 


Belfast - 


- 


- 


2 


1,847 


_ 


-— 


— 


— 


Wexford - 


- 


- 


2 


660 


— 


— 


— 


— 


Total - - - 


8 


8,367 


20 


17,245 


3 


629 


1 


302 



Custom House, London,! 
23 March 1864. J 



W. H. N088, 

Reg'-Gen* of Shipping. 



A RETURN of the Number of Foreign-built Vessels, and their Tonnage, Registered at each pf die Ports of the 

United Kingdom, in the Year 1868. 



Ports op Registrt. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Ports op Registrt. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


London r 


19 


8,381 


Ramsgate - • • ., 


3 


336 


Arundel . - - . 


2 


220 


Scarborough - • - 


1 


172 


Bristol . - - . 


1 


371 


Shields - - . - 


3 


610 


Carnarvon - - - , 


1 


89 


Stockton - , - , 


1 


66 


Colchester - . • - 


1 


87 


Sunderland - - - . 


1 


166 


Exeter ^ . - . 


2 


863 


Wells 


1 


103 


Faversbam - . ^ .» 


2 


690 


Wisbeach - - - .» 


1 


183 


Fleetwood - r - - 


1 


67 


Yarmouth ^ - - - 


1 


72 


Gloucester -, - - - 
Grimsby - - - . 
Hartlepool - . - .. 
Harwich - - 

Hull 

Ipswich . - - - 
Liverpool • - . . 


1 
1 
1 
1 

13 
2 

21 


209 

48 

161 

54 

2,296 

184 

10,366 


Dundee - • - . 
Glasgow - - , , 
Kirkwall .... 

Leith 

Lerwick - - . * 
Montrose . - • - 


1 
3 

1 
6 

1 
1 


102 
1,904 

70 
415 

88 
273 


Maldon - - - « 


2 


90 


Belfast • - . . 


1 


284 


Penzance - - - . 


1 


168 


Cork 


3 


949 


Plymouth - - , - 


1 


71 












Poole - . - . 


} 


76 


Total - - - 


102 


30,073 



Custom House, London,! 
23 March 1854. J 



W. ff. Noss, 

Reg'-Gen' of Shippmg* 
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A RETURN of the Shipping employed in the Trade of the United Kingdom, exhibiting the Number and Tonnage 
of Vessels that entered Inwards and cleared Ontwards (including their repeated Voyages), separating British from 
Foreign Vessels, also Steam from Sailing Vessels, and distinguishing the Trade with each Country, in the Year 
1853 (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 299, of Session 1852-3). 







Inwabps. 


Outwards. 




British. 


Foreign. 1 


British. 


Fo 


RBION. 








Ships. 


Tonnage. 


Ships. 


Tonnage. 


Ships. 


Tonnage. 


Ships. 


Tonnage. 


^ . /Steam 
^""^ \Saaing 


27 
1,790 


18,489 
897,775 


1,881 


377,754 


22 
1,858 


12,225 
295,087 


1 
1,089 


1,800 
200,010 


Sweden . - . - - 


Steam 
Sailing 


38 
223 


11,888 
44,814 


2 
1,089 


190 
200,187 


36 
164 


10,872 
31,216 


887 


145,817 


Norway 


Steam 


13 


3,185 


^ 


• 


16 


3,920 


..« 


— . 


^Sailing 


110 


18,624 


1,765 


284,908 


126 


19,306 


1,849 


292,764 


Denmark - . . - 


Steam 
Sailing 


101 

84 


44,188 
7,966 


19 
2,120 


4,799 
157,789 


29 
406 


11,898 
75,779 


8 
5,084 


2,804 
529,957 


Prussia i 


'Steam 
LSailing 


958 


154,855 


11 
2,578 


2,688 
416,194 


817 


130,804 


10 
1,708 


2,850 
806,725 


Germany - - - -^ 


Steam 


482 


158,096 


124 


41,659 


419 


150,254 


117 


31,365 


^Sailing 


1,126 


202,124 


1,783 


164,150 


1,146 


208,794 


1,984 


195,484 


Holland ^ 


Steam 
Sailing 


825 
958 


246,627 
183,305 


184 
1,146 


88,566 
225,598 


605 
913 


176,050 
118,076 


185 
612 


38,434 
47,740 


Belgium • 


[Steam 


290 


85,515 


126 


29,218 


289 


85,779 


121 


27,858 


[Sailing 


845 


40,441 


480 


70,987 


272 


18,254 


200 


28,695 


Channel Islands 


fSteam 
i Sailing 


826 
1,526 


51,599 
121,608 


38 


8,648 


320 
1,166 


58,818 
74,728 


^^ 


■"" 


France 


[Steam 
[Sailing 


1,576 
2,926 


290,158 
302,449 


15 
4,867 


1,597 
420,130 


1,491 
2,651 


275,308 
301,791 


15 
4,06 i 


1,597 
> 342,092 


Portugal, Azores, and Madeira - 


(Steam 
i Sailing 


29 
607 


9,856 
62,386 


179 


22,644 


23 
626 


8,461 
68,785 


548 


94,068 


Spain and Canaries - • - 


f Steam 
1 Sailing 


1 
516 


408 
55,450 


12 
252 


2,510 
82,198 


1 
1,014 


500 
174,401 


11 
688 


2,279 
116,821 


Gibraltar 


*Steam 
Sailing 


36 
24 


14,247 
8,766 


8 


210 


87 
174 


15,278 
21,728 


2 
67 


650 
11,955 


Italian States - - - - 


Steam 
Sailing 


82 
464 


14,212 
66,037 


257 


57,265 


88 
708 


14,877 
130,583 


1 
575 


150 
130,229 


Malta 


Steam 
^Sailing 


88 


6,883 


16 


3,490 


2 

170 


756 
41,600 


172 


44,657 


Imiian Islands - - - 


^ Sailing 


48 


5,778 


5 


1,212 


40 


8,188 


81 


8,636 


Greece ----- 


Sailing 


68 


10,268 


28 


4,857 


21 


8,740 


65 


17,685 


Turkey 


fSteam 
^Sailing 


51 
272 


80,674 
56,885 


277 


68,964 


50 
245 


80,408 
53,458 


581 


153,994 


Wallachia and Moldavia - 


Sailing 


242 


42,106 


815 


55,600 


78 


12,489 


50 


6,558 


Syria - ... - 


r Steam 
\ Sailing 


8 


968 


^ 


. 


5 


1,756 


-^ 


— . 


28 


5.877 


14 


3,146 


86 


7,244 


10 


1,997 


Africa - - . - - 


Steam 
Sailing 


47 


86,410 


— 


- 


44 


37,465 


— 


— 


568 


158,488 


291 


81,098 


581 


173,109 


260 


61,931 


Asia 


'Steam 
tSailing 


16 


24,172 


* 


- 


41 


26,558 


— 


— 


834 


476,988 


68 


44,390 


1,515 


789,492 


408 


214,437 


America: 




















British Northern Colonies 


Steam 
I Sailing 


4 
1,877 


1,791 
775,446 


443 


225,758 


2 
1,829 


1,281 
537,767 


92 


29,548 


British West Indies 


fSteam 
\ Sailing 


1 
690 


821 
184,027 


42 


10,058 


1 
612 


821 
168,748 


44 


11,285 


Foreign West Indies 


f Steam 
(^Sailing 


25 
150 


38,527 
48,224 


1 
289 


260 
60,926 


26 
204 


44,354 
56,949 


842 


90,229 


United States 


r Steam 
\ Sailing 


79 
441 


86,354 
266,408 


27 

889 


87,890 
697,857 


86 
860 


88,428 
470,848 


86 
1,175 


49,897 
932,605 


Central and Southern States - 


/Steam 
(^Sailing 


16 
693 


14,781 
229,899 


171 


37,880 


16 
590 


17,388 
189,282 


266 


62,910 


Falkland Islands 


Sailing 


2 


562 


- 


- 


3 


1,352 


1 


116 


Arctic Regions - - - 


Sailing 


- 


- 


- 


- 


2 


574 


— 


~ 


Whale Fbhcries 


Sailing 


62 


10,113 


1 


113 


67 


16,982 


— 


— 


Total 


21,628 


1 5,055,848 


21,248 


3,887,768 121,478 


5,212,980 28,801 

1 


1 4,284,124 

i 


Custom House, London, ) 










W 


r. H. Noss, 




28 March 1854. / 












Reg'..( 


5en»ofJ 


shipping. 
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SHIPPING (IRELAND). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 6 April 1854 1'^for^ 



A RETURN ^' of the Number and Tonnage of the Vbsselb Entering, and 
Clearing Outwards of the several Ports of Ireland^ from and to Foreign 
Ports, distinguishing the Foreign from the Shipping of the United 
Kingdom ; the Number and Tonnage of the Vessels employed in the 
Channel and Coasting Trade (those from and to a Port within a Port to be 
given separately from the Port itself) ; also^ the Number and Tonnage of 
the Vessels Registered in the several Ports of Ireland, Year^by Year, for the 
Four Years commencing the 6th day of January 1860, and ending the 6th 
day of January 1864 (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 171^ of 
Session 1861);' 



{Mr. Bawyer.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
16 May 1854. 
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APPRENTICES (MERCHANT SEA SERVICE). 



RETURN to «Q Address of the HonotiraUe The House of Conmons, 
dated 6 April 1864 y^far^ 



A ^ RETURN of tiie Number of Apprenticbs in the Merchant Sba Servig 
on the Ist day of January 1850 and the Ist day of January 1854." 



Ist January 1850 31,636 

1st January 1854 13,826 



J. H. BrowHf 
Registrar-Oeneial of Seamen. 



General Register and Record Office of Seamen, 
Qistom-HouBO^ London, 11 April 1854. 
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BRISTOL CHANNEL. 



RETURN to an Order of die Honourable The House of Commont, 
dated 29 May 1854;— ybr, 

A COPY " of the Minutes of Evidence taken before Captain Beecheyy relative 
to the Navigation of the Bristol Channel/' 



{Mr. John Henry Vwiatu) 



A TRANSCRIPT OF THE SHORTHAND WRITERS 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE CAPTAIN BEECHEY, R.N. 



AT AW 



INQUIRY INTO THE PRESENT SYSTEM 



OF 



PILOTAGE OF THE BRISTOL CHANNEL. 



Ordered^ hy The House of Commons, to he Printed^ 
2 June 1 854. 
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TRANSCRIPT of the Short-hand Writer's Mikctbs of Evidekcb taken 
before Captain Beechey^ r.n., at an Inquiry into the present System of 
Pilotage of the Bristol Chamnbu 



COMMISSION before Captain Bbechbt, r;n., held at Bristol, April 20th, 
21st, 22d, 24th, and 25th, 1854. 



present : 

A Deputation from the Town Council of Bristol, consisting of the following 
gentlemen :-rMr. Langton, m.p., Mr. R. P. King, Mr. W. King, Mr. James 
Poole, Mr. R. Robinson, Mr. Alexander, &c., with the City Solicitor, Mr. Brice, 
and Town Clerk, Mr. Burges. 

A Deputation from the Society of Merchants Venturers of the City of Bristol, 
composed of the Masters, Warden, and several members of the society, and other 
gentlemen connected with the Clutmber of Commerce and shipping interests of 
the port. 

A Deputation from the port of Gloucester, consisting of Mr. Price, m.p.^ 
Mr. Clegram, and Sub-commissioners of Pilotage for Gloucester. 

A Deputation from Newport ; consisting of Mr. Knapp, and Sub-commissioners 
of Pilot^e for that port. 

A Deputation from Swansea : — Mr. Thomas. 

A Deputation from Bridgwater : — ^Mr. Sully. 



Bristol Local Marine Board Offices, Princes-street, Thursday, 20 April 1854. 30 April 1854. 



Before Captain Beechby, r. n. 



Mr. J8rice.] The Town Clerk and myself are here, sir, to-day, as solicitors to the 
corporation of Bristol, in consequence of the notice received by Captain Drew, 
the haven-master, that you intended to open an inquiry into the suoiect of the 
pilotage of the Bristol Chaonel. We shall be prepared to answer all inquiries 
which may be addressed to us, and to offer some details, after we have heard what 
is to be stated from other places ; but we have thought, sir, that business may be 
facilitated if you will tell us the course you will adopt, and if you will lay down 
that course we will shape ourselves in the best way we can to meet it. 

Mr. Henry Brittan!\ I appear here, sir, for the Bristol Channel pilots, not for 
any official body, but to make any observations I may think necessary on behalf 
of their interests. 

Captain Beechey^ Gentlemen, the object of my coming down here is to inquire 
into tne system of the pilotage of the Bristol Channel, as it is at present carried 
out, pursuant to an arrangement which has been made between the President of 
the Board of Trade and the several pilotage authorities of the Channel. In doing 
so, I shall wish to hear what all parties have to say on the subject, and I wish so 
to conduct that inquiry that each party may know what is said by the other. 
With this view I shall receive, in the first instance, statements of any grievances 
they have to offer, and then go on to inquire into the particulars of each pilotage 
district, vrith a view to the ultimate improvement of the general system, so that 
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4 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before CAPTAIN BEECHEY 

ao April 1854. what will apply to one will apply to the whole of the pilotage authorities. I will 
'■ take the statenients of any parties who are here, and who may be prepared to give 

their evidence. 

Mr. Lewis Thomas, Solicitor to the Swansea Harbour Trustees.] I think it would 
be more conducive to expedition if the case of Gloucester were heard first, as I 
atppear for a place which is situated in the chops of the Channel, and what I shall 
have to say on the subject will be small indeed compared with that of the par- 
ties from Gloucester, because whatever may be said in favour of Gloucester must 
apply to Swansea as well. 

Captain Beechey.'] I am desirous of hearing what it is in your pilotage of which 
you complain ; whether you have any grievance, or anything you want changed, 
or whether you wish to suggest anything with regard to your own pilotage. If 
you have anything to urge on these points, I should wish you to say so straight- 
forward, that we may hear what it is. 

Mr. Tkomas.'l There is a pilot here from Gloucester, I believe, who can speak as 
to that port. 

Captain Beechey.'] We will hear what he has to say. 

William Matthews^ junior, then handed in the following statement : — ^William 
Matthews, junior, has been a branch first-class pilot for the port of Gloucester 
for 21 years. He is well acquainted with the navigation of the river Severn from 
the entrance of the Gloucester and Berkeley Canal at Sharpness Point, downwards, 
and with the Bristol Channel as far down as the Nash Point. He is of opinion 
that the employment or not of pilots for navigating the Bristol Channel between 
Lundy Island and the Holms may safely be left to the masters of vessels, and that 
the compulsory employment of the pilot is much objected to as an unnecessary 
tax upon vessels. He is enabled to say this from constant communication with 
the masters of vessels for the last 20 years. He knows that a very large number 
of vessels do evade the Bristol Channel pilotage both up and down. Excluding 
the vessels to and from Bristol, he believes that one-half the rest, liable to the 
pilotage, altogether evade it. In the attempts made to avoid the Channel pilots 
he considers much risk is run by masters of vessels. He has constantly heard 
that in bad weather the pilots are not to be met with at Lundy Island, and many 
masters of vessels whom he knows never expect at such times to fall in with them. 
He sees no remedy for this except making Lundy and Ilfracombe stations for the 
pilots, with larger craft, capable of carrying comfortably several pilots. The 
Bristol Channel pilots are generally found in numbers at Penarth Roads, on the 
look-out for outward-bound vessels from Cardiff and Newport, and he has known 
cases where the pilots have selected English vessels, the masters of which did not 
desire their services, and avoided foreign vessels, the masters of which really 
wished a pilot. He considers that the trade to and from Gloucester staffers much 
loss of time by the change of pilots, and by the jurisdiction of the Gloucester 
pilots being confined to Kingroad upwards. This is often the cause of much 
detention, and especially when the tides are taking off; the Bristol Channel pilots- 
having no interest in expediting the upward voyage of any vessel bound above 
Kingroad, nor do they do so. He considers that the extension of the jurisdiction 
to the Holms would be highly advantageous, and that all the Gloucester pilots* 
are competent to this duty. 

William Matthews, Junior, Examined by Captain Beechey. 

1. THIS is your statement ? — Yes, it is, 

2. Have you any remarks to make upon it ? — Nothing more than that. 

Mr. Brice.'] With your permission, sir, I will put a few questions to this 
pilot. 

Captain Beechey^] In a moment. 

3. (To Matthews.) You say in your statement, that you see no remedy for this, 
except making Lundy and Ilfracombe stations for the pilots, with larger craft,, 
capable of carrying comfortably several pilots ; is that so ? — Yes* 

4. Do you, as you say there is no necessity for a pilot beyond the Holms, 
still think so; if so, what is the use of having a pilot station at Lundy?— Very 
often they can't get one. 

5. But 
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reto/are/oM^ NAVIGATION o/'iAe BRISTOL CHANNEL- 5 

5. But you say there is no necessity for having a pilot beyond the Holms ? — 20 April 1854^ 
1 mean for our ships to Gloucester. 

6. Let me understand you ; it is necessary to ask whether you intend that 
your remarks apply only to Gloucester ships, and not to Bristol ships ? — ^No, 
not whatever. 

7. Do you mean to Sriy that ships bound to Gloucester require no pilots to 
the Holms, but that Bristol ships do ? — It is the constant information which 
we have from the masters of the ships. 

8. But you don't know of your own knowledge ? —Nothing more than what I 
have heard from them. 

9. Do any captains navigate the ships themselves ? — Yes ; I can show you a 
letter I had from a captain yesterday. 

10. Then, not being able to find a pilot off Lundy Island, they run their own 
ships ? — Yes, so I am told. 

11. Then you don't know any Gloucester shipmasters who are capable of 
running up their ships themselves ? — No ; it is merely a statement made to me 
by the masters. 

12. Then you think a station on Lundy Island, or Ilfracombe, would remedy 
this ? — Yes, I do ; the boats are said not to be big enough to slop there now. 

13. But you think it desirable to pick up a pilot at Lundy, if you can get one 
there ? — No, not for our ships ; we don't want them. 

14. Don't you think they could rim their ships from the Holms up to King- 
road as well ? — They have done it ; I heard a master say the other day he had 
done it several times. 

15. But supposing it desirable to let the Gloucester ships go without a 
pilot to Kingroad, could they go beyond ? — I think not; I think they could not 
up to Sharpness, because it is an intricate channel there, with frequent shifts. 

1 6. How long can you make sure of the channel up to Gloucester being the 
same?— -Not more than one spring; if I had not lately seen the channel, I 
should not like to take up a heavy ship to Gloucester. 

17. How long would you like to elapse without seeing the channel and taking 
up a vessel? — Not more than one spring ; I mean about ten days. 

1 8. Do you think it is the springs that alter the channel ? — ^Yes ; it would 
not be safe for a man if he had been away to take a heavy ship up, unless he 
saw another pilot. I have known the channel remain for five years all the same^ 
and I have known it shift in a month. 

1 9. Would you be satisfied with the statement of another man ? — ^Yes. 

20. How often do you survey the channel ? — ^We generally survey it once a 
month ; not all of us ; but we generally attempt to do it every two springs. 

21. What is the delay which you experience under the present system as it is 
now in operation ? — ^The delay is in getting the ships up to Kingroad ; they are 
not brought up there when they might be. 

22. How would you propose to remedy that delay ? — By making the station 
for the Gloucester pilots at the Holms. 

23. Then how could you bring the ships up to Kingroad quicker? — The 
Bristol pilots have no interest to do so. 

24. Explain what you mean. It is between the Holms and Kingroad that 
we are now talking of? — Undoubtedly they could do it if they liked ; but they 
are afraid they can't get ashore there sometimes. 

25. Then it is there being no convenience in Kingroad to take the pilot out of 
the ship that occasions the delay? — Yes, that is it; I don't know any other. 
There is a delay in the navigation between the Holms and Kingroad sometimes,, 
and I have lost some springs before now through it. 

26. Then you think the Gloucester pilots would bring the ships up to King* 
road quicker ? — Yes, because ihey know where they have to go afterwards, and 
what time they have to do it in. 

27. If a ship is brought up without these delays she will be able to go on 
from Kingroad to Gloucester, if the pilots were there? — Yes. 

28. How late do you consider it safe to go from Kingroad ? — At three hours*^ 
tide all the way from Sharpness Point. 

Mr. JSriceJ] I observe, sir, from the course which your examination has 

taken that it is rather your object to get information than to elicit evidence 
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6 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE takm b^^ GAPTAIN BEECHBY 

«a Apiii 1854- by strictly technical raleft. With that view, I shall be gkd if j&a will allow 

— . the liaven-master to ask a few questions of this witness, as I think \» will 

be able to put the technical points more clearly than if the questions came 
through me. I am quite prepared to undertake the task myseli; bat as die 
object is to save time, perhaps you will not object to Captain Drew adunf 
a few questions. 

Captain BeecheyJ] I think it would be better to address the Chair, and 
to let the questions be put through me. You can put the questions you 
wish asked through me to the person, and take the answers from him in 
that way. 

WilUam Mattkewd Examination continued by Captain Drew^ through 

Captain Beechey. 

29. I think I understand you to say that you have been for 20 years a pilot 
for the port of Gloucester ? — For 21 years. 

30. Will you tell us the difficulties and dangers of running from Kingroad to 
the Holms? — I don't see any difficulties at all. 

31. Suppose the pilot is to turn the ship up ? — Of coiu*8e there is a differeqce. 

32. Will you ask him, sir, where Tail Patch is from the Holms ? — ^About a 
mile and three quarters from the Holms; it bears E. S.E. from the Flat- 
holms. 

Captain Beechey (to Captain Drew).'] It will not forward your views 
much to go on to show whether this man is a qualified pilot or not. 

Mr. Brice.'] I submit, sir, that it has to do with the matter in this way : 
As I understand the Swansea gentlemen, the proposition is that there riiall 
be an independent pilotage, and I conclude a similar claim is to be made on 
behalf of the other ports in the Channel. Now I do submit that, although 
there may be some grievances, which I am not here to dispute, it is important 
to inquire how far these ports are qualified to take the matter into their own 
hands. And therefore, sir, I ask you if a separate jurisdiction is sought 
for Gloucester^ to inquire how far this man would be competent to perform 
the duties of a pilot of the Bristol Channel ; and how far he is qualified to 
have our ships left to his tender mercies to land them on these patches, of 
which he appears to be entirely ignorant of the existence. I think it is 
important to ascertain the materials to which we should have to trua^ in the 
event of the change contemplated being carried out» 

Mr. L. Thafnas.] I think if Mr. Brice will refer to the memorial of the 
Gloucester people, he will see that their intention is different fr*om what he 
has stated. They only ask for a jurisdiction down to the Holms, not to be 
made Channel pilots, llie fifth part of the prayer of their petition is the 
one I allude to. 

Captain BeecKey.l If Captain Drew asks to pursue this examination^ i 
will allow it ; but I do not wish to examine into the merits of the pilots of 
all the ports. I will undertake to say that if any change ought to take 
place in the present system, we may presume that the pilots will not be 
allowed to practise without being licensed, or without having passed an 
examination and being found qualified ; and therefore I think the considera^ 
tion of the qualification of the pilots now may be dispensed with. 

Captain DrewJ\ Will you ask him (William Matthews, junior,) as to 
Ufracombe ; what his knowledge is as to Ilfracombe r 

Mr. X. Thomas.'} I ask you, sir, (Captain Beechey) to read the fifth part 
of the prayer of the petition from the Gloucester people. 

Captain Beechey.] I will if you will find it. 

Mr. Thomas.'] The fifth prayer is, " That the districts of the pilots of 
Bridgwater should be limited as at present, and the districts of the 
pilots for Cardiff, Newport, Brij-tol, and Gloucester, should be restricted 
between those ports and the Hatholms, with literty to board any inward- 
bound vessels at any distance westward within sight of tlie Flat holmes." 

I think. 
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relative to the NAVIGATION of the BRIOTOL CHANNEL. i 

I think, %iT, tlwt any mention bdow that point wffl be out of order at this 90 ApHI i^m- 
moment* 

Mr. BriceJl This completely bears out what I said, that the Gloucester 
pilots propose to haire the power to board Bristol ahips ; and I think it is 
important to Bristol to show that she wouU have to entrust her fihips to 
men who, upon the cross-examination of this witness, it is quite clear do nut 
understand the bearings in the case. 

Mr. Thomas.] As I read the prayer of the petition, this is not so, I think. 

Captain Beech eif.^ Read it again, if you please. 

Mr. Thomas.'] '' That the districts of the pilots of Bridgwater should be 
limited as at present, and the districts of the pilots for Cardiff, Newport, 
Bristol, and Gloucester, should be restricted between those ports and the 
Flatholms, with libertv to board any inward-bound vessels at any distance 
westward within sight of the Flathohus." 1 apprehend, sir, that this 
means that the pUots of Gloucester port shall be licensed down as far as the 
Holmes, and that the same rule shall apply to the pilots of the other ports. 

Mr. BrieeJ] That cannot be, because if there is any force in language,. 
** any inward-bound vessels'* mean Bristol vessels, as well as vessels bo^mcl 
to other, ports. 

Mr. Thomas.] It means any inward vessels bound to their own port, I 
submit 

Captain BeecheyJ] It does not say so there. 

Mr. Thomas.] Certainly that is the extent to which I believe the memo- 
rialists go, and I tan sorry there is no party here from GloucMter to bind 
them as to their meaning. 

Captain Beechey.] If any of the parties here wish to have the memorials 
read out, I will do so, as I have no wish to withhold anything which has 
been put before me. 

Mr. H. Britt€m.'] I think it will be as well that they should be read. 

Mr. Brice.^ It will be satisfactory that we should know what parts of the 
present system are impeached ; and therefore I think we ought to know 
what these memorials contain. 

Mr. H. Brit tan read the following memorial (annexed). Vide (A.) at p. lag 

of the Appendix. 
Mr. Brice.Ji The statements iu that memorial, sir, are incorrect in some 

particulars ; for instance, it is incorrect that the employm^it of a channel 
pilot between Lundy and Kingroad is compulsory on all vessels exeeeding 
80 tons register ; all vessels engaged in the coasting trade are exempt ; the 
pilotage of the Bristol Channel, the compulsory pilotage, is confined to the 
foreign trade- 
Captain Beechey.'] I should wish that to be noticed on our minutes. 

Mr. Briee.] I am exeeedingly glad, w, on the part irf tlie corporation 
of Bristol, that you have allowed that memorial to be read, because it 
discloses many things which we did not before know of. With the argu- 
ments of the Bristol Dock Committee I am of course familar, and tlK)se 
arguments I conceive have not been refuted to-day. But if the GMouceatcr 
people say a different system is required, 1 am here to contend, if you 
«h<mld be of opinion that any alteration is required, that the present system 
is a good and safe system, and that it has worked well and economically, 
notwithstanding the allegations contained in that memorial, which have 
not, however, been supported by the evidence of the witness who has been 
called to-day. I am quite Y^ertain that the Gloucester people intend to 
include in their jurisdiction all vessels coming inwards, and if that were 
granted, this witness might, if he were to the westward of the Holms, 
board the most valuable vessel which was coming in. Again, sir, they say 
that Ufraoombe ought to be a station for pilots, and I suppose the Gloucester 
people will support that statement by some evidence. This witness, per- 
haps, will say why Ilfracombe would be a proper station for pilots, and 
286. A 4 then 
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8 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before CAPTAIN BEECHEY 

to April 1854. ^^^^ we may ask him what the capabilities of Ilfracombe are, how long its 
—— — harbour is diy, whether it can be approached at all in certain gales of wind, 
and so on. I should like also to ask him, does he know 

Captain Beechei/.'] You may ask him any question as to Ilfracombe. 

33. Mr. Brice.'] Then, sir, I will ask him whether it is possible to get out of 
Ilfracombe in heavy northerly gales in a pilot boat ? — ( W. Matthews^ j\in.) I 
have received all my information from the masters of vessels. 

34. Mr. Brice.'] Then you are not personally aware that it is dry at Ilfra- 
combe 12 hours out of the 24? 

Captain Beechey.'] I must receive all this as a statement made to you 
(Matthews) by masters of vessels ; but I wish to know from you what you 
know yourself of the navigation of the Channel, and what you yourself 
propose respecting it, and what are your grievances ? 

(Answer.) Our grievance is, that our ships are often detained coming up from 
Uie Holms to Kingroad ; that is all my grievance. 

35. How do you lose the time ? — By the ships not coming up on the proper 
tide. 

36. Do you happen to know that they might have been brought up before? — 
Yes ; because they have not come up before high water. 

37. Then you speak now from your own knowledge ? — ^Yes ; I have known 
this frequently. 

38. Then what is your other objection to the present system r — I have no 
other reason, any more than all the masters of ships want us to take their ships 
down to the Holms. 

39. If you were to take them do¥m to the Holms, they would go down free 
of the Bristol pilotage ? — ^Yes ; they always want us to do it, and it is very 
reasonable they should. 

40. You have recommended Ilfracombe as a station for pilots ; is that your 
own recommendation ? — No ; it is what the masters have said to me. 

41. You have no opinion of your own about it then ? — No ; but I have been 
told that you can't get pilots at Lundy in bad weather. 

42. Can you give me any facts to show that you could get them at Ilfracombe 
and not at Lundy ? — No. 

43. Do you olten go to Ilfracombe ? — No ; I may go down two or three times 
a year to Ilfracombe, but nothing more. 

Mr. Brice.^ There is one other point, sir, to which I should wish you to 
direct this witness's attention, and that is the statement that the proposed 
alteration would be more economical. Will you ask him what would be his 
charge for the pilotage of a vessel drawing 10 feet of water from Sharpness 
Point to Kingroad. We shall be quite prepared to show by and by that the 
charges of the Channel pilots are much less in proportion. 

Captain Beecliey.'] I will ask him by and by ; but at present I wish to 
hear from the witness what are his grievances, and what are the remedies he 
proposes. 

44. (To Matthews.) You have heard that memorial read ? — ^Yes ; but I never 
«aw it before. 

45. Were any of you examined in reference to it ? — ^No. 

46. You have heard it stated that it would be more economical if the system 
proposed were adopted. Is that your opinion? — Yes; if tlie pilotage only 
extended from the Holmes, there would only be a charge of six guineas. 

Mr. Brice.] Then the only question is, whether pilotage between the 
Holms and Lundy is desirable. I would ask the witness if he knows any- 
thing of the Bristol skiffs? 

Captain Beechey.] You will have plenty of evidence as to that. 

H\ Matthews.] I have heard the masters say 

Mr. Brice.] Yes ; it comes back again to what you have heard. 

47. Captain Beechey.] Do you know anything of the skiffs below the Holms ? 
— (Matthews.) No ; 1 know they are very fine boats ; I have often heard them say 
though that they were forced to run from Lundy. 

A deputation 
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relative to the NAVIGATION of the BRISTOL CHANNEL. 9 

A deputation from Gloucester, consisting of Mr. Price, m, p. for Glou- ao April 1854* 

cester ; Mr. W. B. Clegram, Clerk to the Gloucester and Berkeley Canal 

Company ; Captain Clegram and Captain Bradley, Sub-commissioners of 
pilotage for the Port of Gloucester, here arrived, and after a conference with 
Captain Beechey, 

Mr. W. B. Clegram^ Clerk to the Gloucester and Berkeley Canal Com- 
pany, said, I can stat« nothing of my own knowledge in reference to this 
matter ; but I have here the evidence of masters of vessels, who it was 
impc«sible for us to bring here or to detain. I have to hand in the written 
opinions of four masters of vessels, as expressing very generally the opinions 
of the whole class. They were taken down before the dockmaster of 
Gloucester, and if you will allow me, I will put those statements in. 

Mr. Brice.'] Will that be in accordance with the principle which you laid 
down at the outset, sir ? 

Captain Beechey.'] I am ready to take any statements which are tendered, 
if they are authenticated ; but I shall only receive them for what they are 
worth. 

Mr. H. Brittan.'] You will observe, sir, that this course affords no oppor- 
tunity for cross-examining. We have had one party who has handed in a 
statement to-day subjected to cross-examination, and then his statement 
turned out not to be worth that (a snap of the fingers). That being the 
case, are certain statements now to be put in by Mr. Clegram from other 
persons, whom ue shall not be able to test, and to know what means they 
had of forming the opinions they have thus expressed ? Now, 1 think that 
the fact that the cross-examination of the only witness we have had to-day 
has elicited that he knows nothing at all of the matter, except what he has 
heard from other parties, ought to put you on your guard against receiving 
any more hearsay evidence. 

Captain Beechey.] I have received the statement of William Matthews 
as a statement, and for what it is worth as such ; and 1 will receive any 
others from persons who have navigated the Channel. 

Mr. H. Briltan.'] My observation was meant to go to this, that you have 
been able to test the value of Matthews' evidence by cross-examination ; 
but these other parties are not here, and therefore I think it is a very awk- 
ward mode to take mere statements which are put down on paper. We 
know how easy it is, by the alteration of perhaps a single word, to give 
another colour to a statement, and that this cannot be obviated without 
having the parties here to test them by their statements. 

Captain Beechey.] I intend to take all the statements which may be offered 
me, and by having them read they may elicit remarks, and be beneficial to 
the inquiry. 

Mr. Price^ m.p.] We merely put these statements in quantum valeat^ and 
it must be clear that that is all we can do. As to bringing in written state- 
ments, it is constantly done from time to time in cases of this sort, and we 
don't ask to have them received for more than they are worth. 

Captain Beechey.] Hand them in. 

Mr. Clegram.] The first, is the statement of William Richmond, master of 
the "Thetis" for 11 years.' 

William Richmond, master of the '' Thetis," of Newcastle, has been acquainted with the 
Bristol Channel between 11 and 12 years; in the ''Thetis'' the whole time; her register 
tonnage is 251 tons. Has traded between the Baltic and Gloucester, and North America 
and Gloucester, having made about four passages of the Channel every year. He considers 
that a slight acquaintance with the Channel would enable a master of the vessel to navigate 
the Channel between Lundy Island and the Holms with safety without a pilot. He con- 
standy endeavours to avoid being boarded by a pilot within such district He considers that 
this is generally the case with those vessels, the masters of which know anything about the 
Channel, and that in their attempt to do so diey frequently run themselves into danger. 

^ His experience enables him to say, that in bad weather, and after dark, Bristol Channel 

pilots are not to be got in the lower part of the Channel, when they are most wanted. He 

considers that Hfracombe should be made one of the stations for the Bristol Channel pilots, 
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10 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before CAPTAIN BEECHEY 

20 April 1854. ^ ^^ station would enable them to fiill in with vessels at all times. He also conriders that 

* it would be very advantageous for vessels trading to Gloucester if the district of the 

Gloucester pilots were extended to the Holms ; it would save the delay that sometimes 
occurs from having to wait at Eongroad. 

He considers tlmt a very large proportion of the vessels navigating to the difierent ports 
in the Channel try to avoid the pilots, feeling the charge to be an unnecessary tax upon them, 
and that one-third of the vessels do avoid them. 

The first time he ever entered the Channel he passed Lundv in the xught, and had a jack 
flying for a pilot after daylight, but no one boarded his vessel but a hobbler, about midway 
between Ilfracombe and the Nash. 

(signed) WUliam Richmond, 

Witness, Thos. FranciUon. 
Gloucester, 4 March. 

I will now read the statement of William Marshall, master of the *' Lon- 
don/* and who has navigated the Channel for 21 years. 

William Marshall, master of the "London," of Gloucester, 661 tons register. Has 
navigated the Bristol Channel for 23 years. He is of opinion that the master of a vessel 
acquainted with the Bristol Channel is as well able to navigate the Channel without as with 
a pilot. He considers that vessels should not be compelled to take a Channel pilot between 
Lundy Island and the One-fathom Bank. That it is the practice of masters of vessels, who 
know anything of the Channel to avoid the Channel pilots, and that in doing so they often 
incur conaderable risk by taking a course they would not do if it were free to them to 
navigate as they please. He feels it a great tax to be compelled to take a pilot ; and often in 
leaving Newport and Cardiff, with foreign vessels) that need a pilot, the English vessels that 
need them not are selected by the pilots as being more secure of their money from them, 
leaving the foreigners to shift for themselves, bpeakin^ from his long experience, he says 
that in the lower parts of the Channel the pilots are rarely met with, and especially in bad 
weather. It is even worse now than it has ever been, as the pilots are ccmstantly waiting 
about Newport and Cardiff to take the vessels down. 

(signed) Wnu MarshaU. 

Witness, Thos. FranciUon. 
Gloucester, 4 March 1854. 

The next is the statement of James Young, and the next the statement of 
Edward Charles King. 

James Young, the master of the ''Everffreen,'* of Whitby, states, that he first navigated the 
Bristol Channel in the " Argyle," of London, 600 tons register, for Bristol, in the winter of 
1849, from Quebec. I wished to get a pilot about Lundy Island; it was bad weather ; I had 
a signal flying for a pilot, but none boarded me till I got between the Nash Point and the 
Holmes, but nearer the latter. I have made four voyages into the Bristol Channel since 
then, all to Gloucester. No Bristol Channel pilot has ever boarded me lower down than 
Ilfracombe. I did not . want them, and I consider that between Lundy Island, and the 
Holms, with a chart of the Channel, and lighted as it is, a shipmaster is quite competent to 
take his ship with safety over this {K)rtion of the Channel without a pilot. I consider that 
the Bristol Channel pilotage charge is a great tax upon those vessels, the masters of which 
have any knowledge of the Channel. From the knowledge I have of the Channel in the five 
voyages I have made, I consider myself competent to navigate my ship to the Holms in any 
weather. My experience enables me to say that the Channel pilots are rarely met with in the 
lower part of the Channel, especially in bad weather. 

I consider that it would be a good arrangement for Gloucester ships (vessels trading to 
Gloucester) if the district of the Gloucester pilots were extended to the Holms, and to the 
outer buoys of Newport and Cardiff. In the inward voyage this would save considerable 
time occasionally. 

(signed) James Young. 

Gloucester, 16 February 1854. Witness, Thos. FranciUon. 

Edward Charles King, the master of the ** Hyperion," of Liverpool, 241 tons register, has 
been in the habit of navigating the Bristol Channel for the last 20 years, sometimes to 
Gloucester, but oftener to Bristol. He is decidedly of opinion that under ordinary circum- 
stances vessels may be safely navigated between Liundy Island ami the Holms without a 
pilot. The mode in which it is lighted, and the charts, to a great extent remove all difficulty- 
About the Holms he considers it necessary that vessels should take a pilot He has made 
many voyages in the Channel without a pUot, and it would always be his desire to avoid 
them as an unnecessary expense. He has always found a disinclination amongst the Bristol 
Channel pilots to take chaise of his vessel over a part of the Channel only. 

(signed) E. C. King. 

Witness, Thos. FranciUon. 
Gloucester, 17 April 1854. 

In 
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In putting in those documents I may state, from long experience, that *^ ^P^ ^^54* 

they express the very general opinion of those with whom I nave had con- 

versation upon the subject. It was brought under the notice of the Canal 
Company, and these statements have been prepared. Of course it is known 
that the masters of vessels are the most awkward persons to get as witnesses, 
for they are rarely in port at the time they are wanted. 

Captain Beechey.^ Have you any evidence to support the opinions which 
are contained in these documents. We should like to have some practical 
man who can speak to the hcU. 

Mr. Price, m.p.] I can state that, for the last 15 or 16 years, I have heard 
a great many masters of vessels make grievous complaints of the conduct 
of the Bristol Channel pilots. I can only state this on my personal authority. 
They have said that they could only get one when they did not want him, 
and that when they did want one he was not to be got. I am aware that 
this is not evidence which you could take under a penal statute, but it is a 
grievance of which the masters of vessels complain. 

Mr. JBWce.] I would wish to draw your attention, sir, to the fact, that 
these statements all go to the same matter, namely, that persons who are 
constantly navigating the Channel are able to do so without a pilot. 1 do 
not deny it ; but I will merely remind you that you cannot have two dis« 
tinct systems, and say that one master, because he knows the Channel, shall 
be exempt from pilotage, and another, who does not, shall not. However 
hard it may be to him who could take his vessel up without a pilot, I 
think you cannot draw the distinction in the two cases, and I wish to draw 
your attention to the similarity in the statements in reference to this point. 

Captain Beechey.'] It has not escaped my observation that they all make 
reference to a certain knowledge of the Channel, and to the lights and 
charts. 

Mr. BriceJ] I had no doubt that you had noticed it, sir; but I should 
wish to have it on the notes. 

Captain Beechey (to Mr. Clegram).] There appears to be no person here 
who can support these statements, and, therefore, you can hand them in for 
what they are worth. 

Mr. Pricey m.p.] Will you allow us to put in a return on the subject ? 
(annexed.) rufe(B.)atp. 133 

Mr. Clegi^am.'] I have a return here, which I shall put in, and which will ''^^*'^ Appendix, 
show this fact very strongly indeed, that vessels, the masters of which are 
strangers to the Channel, are able to navigate it without any pilot. I have 
had considerable difficulty in getting a return of the vessels which paid 
pilotage and those which did not ; but I wish to have this return put in of 
199 French vessels, which arrived at Gloucester in 1860. 

Ca|)tain Beechey J] Of what tonnage ? 

Mr. Clegram.'] From 50 to 100 tons. 

Captain Beechey.] How many above 80 tons ? 

Mr. Clegram.] I can tell by going through the list. There is a strange 
fact connected with this return. I know the broker of 110 of these vessels, 
and only seven of them had Bristol Channel pilots, while upwards of 90 per 
cent, did not take pilots at all. 

Captain Beechey.] It is very important we should know how many of 
these vessels are above 80 tons. 

Mr. Z. Thomas.] You will observe, sir, that even under 80 tons, there is 
a charge for pilotage. 

Captain Drew.] If a man forces himself on board, he gets a moiety ; 
that is It. 

Mr. Thomas.] Yes, by your bye-law, it seems to me. 
286. B 2 Mr. 
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-80 April 1854. M^- Clegraw.'] There are 34 vessels only above 80 tons ia this return ; but 

« still it shows that only seven out of nearly the whole number had pilots. 

Captain Beechty.^ You have a list, then, of 199 vessels, of which only 
34 are above 80 tons ? 

Mr. Clegram.'] Yes ; and I know that of 110 of those vessels only seven 
had pilots. 

Captain Beechey.^ What was their tonnage ? 

Mr. Clegram J] One of 79 tons, another of 92, another of 107, another 
of 76, another of 72, another of 77, and another of 30. 

Mr. H. Brittan.'] What year does that statement refer to ? 

Mr. Clegram.] The year 1850. We submit that if it is true that a large 
proportion of vessels frequenting the Bristol Channel do not require pilots 
between Lundy and the Holms, of couree the pilotage from Kingroad 
to Gloucester would be less heavy if performed by the same party. 

Captain Beechey.l That is the same as Matthews' statement. He says 
that the trade to and from Gloucester suffers much loss of time by the change 
of pilots, and that the Bristol Channel pilots have no interest in expediting 
the voyage of any vessel bound above Kingroad. 

Mr. Clegram.'] We ask to be relieved from the compulsory system of 
pilotage. Let us be permitted to navigate the Channel without compulsory 
assistance, for which we now pay a considerable amount, without receiving 
any advantage. 

Captain Beechey.] If you had that system, your runs would begin at the 
Flatholras, and up to Gloucester. Do you intend that your pilots should 
work also from Cardiff, for instance, to Gloucester? 

Mr. Clegram.] I think so. Our intention is, that any vessel navigating 
the Channel may take a Gloucester pilot, whether up or down. We also feel 
this, that with such a trade as we have in the Bristol Channel, it is quite 
right that the ports should have some voice in the system to which they 
pay such a considerable amount. It is felt to be a great grievance that 
the whole government should be left to one port, and that the other ports 
should have no voice in it. 

Captain Beechet/.] Do you apprehend that if pilotage were done away 
with up to the Flatholms, there would be sufficient to maintain an efficient 
staff of pilots ? 

Mr. Clegram.] That is a point I cannot undertake to answer. 

Captain Beechey.] I think it is material that you should show that the 
pilots could be maintained under the system that you propose. 

Mr. Clegram.2 That is one of the difficulties of the case, but no doubt 
there would be ample for the pilots then. If you take our view, that a 
large number do not employ pilots now, I think it will appear that the 
present system is an expensive one, and might be economised. A very 
large staff is employed now, 40 or 50 men, I believe. 

Mr. Brice.] In what respect would the system Mr. Clegram advocates be 
more economical than the present one r He thmks the Gloucester pilots 
should take charge of vessels at the Holms. At present, when a vessel 
comes to Kingroad, it is boarded by the Gloucester pilot, and whether one 
or more pilots have to be paid, it is a mere distribution of the charge, and 
not any saving. 

Mr. Clegram.] I believe that over a portion of the Channel to which you 
refer, the pilotage is compulsory ; but as we propose to abolish this compul- 
sory pilotage over a large proportion, there would be a very great saving. 

Captain Beechey.] I think you should show it could be safely done. All 
the witnesses and statements show that the Channel may be navigated by 
those who have a knowledge of it, and with charts and lights, and so on. 
Now, you must make the thing general, or it will be of very little value. If 
the system is to be maintained at all, it must be by receipts to pay the 
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pilots ; but if only those are to be charged who come up and feel themselves ao April i854. 

to be in imminent danger, they will be very few, and not enough to main- 

tain any staff of pilots at all. 

Mr. Clegram.] We are not in a condition to show how this should be 
done. 

Captain Beechey.] Then you think there should be some pilots at Luody. 

Mr. Ciegram.'] Yes. 

Mr. Price, m.p.] Will you allow me to call to mind the first prayer of 
our memorial, which is, " That the power now vested in the corporation of 
Bristol should be repealed, and that the jurisdiction of the whole Channel 
should be placed either with the Trinity Board or the Board of Trade." 
That is our opinion, sir, and we wish to leave all matters of detail with the 
Trinity Board or the Board of Trade. No doubt the present system was an 
admirable one when it was devised, but a great change has taken place 
since in the character of the places for which it was intended. With respect 
to that system, I think I may say that all the ports in the Bristol Channel 
would feel that their interests were more impartially superintended if they 
were managed by the Trinity Board instead of by a local corporation. 
Upon that prayer of our memorial we give no further evidence than the 
general feeling of the mastei's of vessels coming to Gloucester. The second 
prayer of the memorial is, " That vessels should be exempted from the com- 
pulsory employment of pilots between Lundy Island and the Holms.'* On 
that point we can produce Captain Ciegram and Captain Bradley, and I 
think Matthews will speak also as to that second point. With respect to 
the third prayer, it is involved in the first, because I take it, that if the 
supreme jurisdiction were altered, it would not be for us to say how far our 
present powers should be extended or altered, i he third, fourth, fifth, and 
sixth prayers of the memorial, all of which have reference to the pilotage 
below the Holms, we are not called upon to support by evidence, because 
we do not ask for the jurisdiction. You can only call on us to show why 
our own pilots should take us from Gloucester to the Holms, which is the 
limit w^ seek ; and I ask you to examine Captain Ciegram and Captain 
Bradley, sub-commissioners of pilotage, as to whether that would not be safe. 

Captain JSeecAey.] The prayer of your memorial is, that there shall be no 
compulsory pilotage till you get to the Holms. Now, 1 think that it is 
important to show that either such pilotage is not necessary, or that it is 
necessary. 

Mr. Price, m.p.] What sort of evidence will you require, sir? You will 
not ask for evidence which the nature of the case will not admit of, and we 
have stated the general feeling of the men whom we cannot call before you. 
We shall be very glad if you will point out the class of evidence you require, 
and will do our best to bring it. 

Captain BeecheyJ] I would rather leave it to you, and then we can judge 
of its value afterwards. The statements you have produced do not go much 
to confirm what you say, because they all go to ordinary circumstances, 
sufficient knowledge of the Channel, and so on ; but il you have anything 
further to bring forward we shall be happy to hear it. 

Mr. Price, m.p.] It is very doubtful whether between this and Saturday 
we shall have an opportunity of doing it. I would rather insist upon the 
first prayer of our memorial, as that would give the most satisfaction to us, 
and with reference to subsequent matters we should be content to leave them 
to the Trinity Board. 

Mr. H. Brittan.'] I see the object is to take away the Channel pilotage. 
If it is alleged that the system is bad, why give it to the Trinity Board. 
Is it not like the dog in the manger, and saying to Bristol, we can't have 
the management of this matter ourselves, an(l therefore you shall not. 

Mr. Price, m.p.] I have not said that the system is a bad one. What I 
said was that I thought the original object was good, but that the circum- 
stances of the case were altered and called for alteration. 

2S6. B 3 Mr. 
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«c April i854« Mr. H. Brittan.^ Perhaps Mr. Price will say in what respect the system 
is bad at the present time. 

Mr. Price f m. p.] What I say is this, that the system was devised when 
the port of Bristol monopolized, or perhaps, to use a milder term, possessed 
the whole trade of the Channel. Since tnat time, however* Newport, and 
Cardiff, and Gloucester have sprang up, and I know not that the same 
system is now suitable, which confines the pilotage to one place for trade 
which is now distributed among half-a-dozen ports. 

Mr. H. Brittan.'] I think the original object in establishing the system 
was not for the benefit of Bristol alone, but for all the ports of the Bristol 
Channel. Now, although numbers of these ports have risen from a low 
state, it does not follow that the present system of pilotage is at all defective. 
It appears to me that the pilotage of the last few years has increased, and 
been rendered efficient, and those ports which have supplied some few pilots 
now desire to have iheir own entirely for the most intricate parts of the 
Channel. They have had their local pilots, but still the Bristol Channel 
pilots have been continued, and they are under a system, I venture to say, 
the most effective that can be devised. They are all under one control ; 
they are efficient in navigation ; they have to pass a severe examination as 
to their knowledge of the Channel ; they have to serve an apprenticeship of 
seven years in order to acquire that knowledge before they are examined as 
pilots ; and, having passed, they are liable to be punished for indiscreet or 
improper conduct. There are the most stringent rules for their govern- 
ment, and if they are found guilty of misconduct, no matter what port the 
charge comes from, whether it be Gloucester, or Swansea, or Newport, or 
Cardiff, the charge receives the attention of the authorities here, and if the 
pilot be found guilty, he is either totally broken, or he is suspended for 
such time as it is thought will inflict an adequate punishment upon him, 
and produce a reformation. Of course, with a staff of 60 men, we cannot 
expect them to be all quite perfection ; that is impossible ; but I will say 
that everything is done to render them as efficient as possible. Then again, 
sir, with regard to the charges. Reductions have been made within the 
last few years, by which it will be found on examination that the charges 
for pilotage from Kingroad up to Gloucester are double or treble what they 
are for the same distance in tne Bristol Channel. I think it will be found 
that the charge for pilotage in the Bristol Channel, from the Holms to 
Kingroad, a distance of 21 miles, is iZ, l5., while from Kingroad to Sharp- 
ness Point, about the same distance, the charge of the Gloucester pilots 
is 4/. I would say then to the Gloucester gentlemen, If you want to reduce 
your pilotage charges, take it off the amount you pay your Gloucester 
pilots, but don*t come here (1 use the term for illustration, and not to give 
offence,) to pick our pockets. But here is the Gloucester and Berkeley 
Canal Company, a private company you will bear in mind, sir, coming with 
its memorial to the Board of Trade for an alteration of the present system, 
without showing that it is inefficient, that our charges are more than they 
ought to be, that the jurisdiction over which our pilots have the control of 
the water, that is down to Lundy, can be well navigated without pilots, or 
that our expenditure is at all too much. Now, it does appear to me, sir, 
that their case fails, first, because they don't show anything in its support 
by their own witness. He states nothing of his own knowledge of the 
dhannel below the Holms. You yourselves (addressing the deputation) 
cannot give us any testimony. You don't show the present system to be 
at all inefficient, but only complain that 'you at Gloucester are somewhat 
affected by it, while at the same time your own charge for pilotage from 
Kingroad to Gloucester is treble or quadruple what is paid for the same 
distance in the Bristol Channel. 

Mr. Clegram.] It is scarcely fair to take the 1/. Is. paid from the Holms 
to Kingroad as if it were the entire payment for a whole voys^e. 

Mr. H. Brittan.'] By the pilotage rates, if a vessel of from 300 to 500 
tons burden is boarded at the Holms, the present charge for pilotage from 
the Holms to Kingroad is 1?. 1^. ; and I say that you propose to double 
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that charge by giving your pilots increased jurisdiction down to the Holms, 20 April 1854* 
and keeping up your Gloucester pilotage rates precisely as they now are. 

Mr. ClegramJ] We make no proposition here on the subject. 

Mr. H. Brittani] That may be ; but I have here a statement from a 
newspaper, to the effect that at the meeting on the subject ^' the facts were 
fully explained by Mr. W. B. Clegram, who showed that the charge for 
pilotage from the Holms, by Gloucester pilots, would be 2/. 25." So that 
you thereby increase the amount at present paid for that distance from 
1/. 15. to 2/, 2*. 

Mr. ClegramJ] That was never a proposition ; it was a mere suggestion, 
and not a proposition on our parts. With the regard to the amount at 
present charged I would remark, that if the system of Bristol Channel 
pilotage be all you have represented it to be, it is strange that our ears are 
continually assailed with complaints respecting it. We merely now 
express that which we have heard of the hardship, it may be called, which 
we are desirous of getting rid of, viz., the compulsory employment of 
pilots, inasmuch as the payment, which is not sufficient by those who do 
want them, falls, we say, on a large number who could very well do without 
them, and therefore must be considered as a tax upon them. 

Mr. Price, M. p.] I think, if I understand him rightly, sir, Mr. Brittan 
says we ought to pay for pilots we do not want, m order to keep up a staflF 
for those who do want them. I m ill say that we do not object to pay any 
rate for that purpose which the Trinity Board might think proper ; but we say 
that the present authorities at Bristol are not the proper judges. No doubt, 
you exercise an honest judgment ; but we say that you are almost necessarily 
partial ; that we will be satisfied with an impartial body ; and that, sir, is 
really and truly the burden of our complaint. If the Trinity Board said, 
" You must pay a certain amount, you must pay, whether you want pilots 
or not," we should be satisfied to do it upon tneir decision. All we object 
to is, to do it by your decision ; not because we think you less honest 
than other men, but because we think you partial like other men. As to 
what has been said about the relative charges of Gloucester pilots, and for 
certain distances in the Channel, it must be recollected that we have not 
the option to take a pilot or not from the Flatholms. We are bound to 
take him where we find him. We may have him at Lundy, and then we 
have to pay the full charge ;• but if we do not meet him till the Flat- 
holms, then we only pay the guinea to Kingroad, and we do not complain 
of that. What we suggest is, that our own pilots are competent to take us 
down to the Flatholms, and as much further as we think it necessary ; 
and we say, that any increase in their pay for those services would be less 
by a considerable amount than the two pilotages which we now have to pay, 
and that we should thus effect a great saving. That is the meaning of 
Mr. Clegram saying that the rate mentioned was not a proposition. We 
merely ask the Trinity Board to take the question up, and we will be con- 
tent with what they may devige ; and I am told this was agreed to by the 
Bristol Corporation. 

Mr. BriceJ] It is true, sir, that we said we would be bound by any 
general measure which Mr. Cardwell might introduce. We called on him. 
If you think the pilotage can be managed better by any other authority, 
take it from us, but don't divide it. Mr. Price does not want it for Glou- 
cester, it seems ; but the position seems to be, that Gloucester and the other 
ports should have it divided between them. If, sir, you should be of opinion, 
or the Board of Trade should be of opinion, that a change is necessary, we 
shall not oppose it ; but we do oppose the jurisdiction being divided between 
ports such as Swansea, and Cardiff, and Newport. We do object to vessels 
of 1,000 tons being committed to men who have been accustomed to pilot 
vessels of 80 tons. We do object to have our ships put into the hands 
of men so incorapent to pilot them as the witness Matthews has proved 
himself to be. I need not remind you that he seemed perfectly ignorant of 
some of the sands and shoals of the Channel ; but I ask whether you will 
be content to place in the hands of such a man any right to pilotage in that 
286. B 4 part 
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20 A pril 1854. part of the Channel over which he seeks to extend his powers of action. I 

don*t appear here, sir, to say whether a point here and a point there in the 

present management may not be capable of improvement. I give the go-by 
to such considerations. It is the principle of a united jurisdiction which I 
advocate, and establishing that, I feel no difficulty in arranging matters of 
detail. Of course I quite understand why Mr. Brittan has felt it his duty to 
lay all in his power before you on the part of the pilots, because I do feel 
that they are men who have embarked their all in this trade, and have car- 
ried it on with such skill as only to have had one loss in the Channel in the 
last 12 years ; but I shall not attempt to answer what has been said respecting 
them by persons so little qualified to judge as the witness Matthews. He has 
made a statement to-duy not of the most satisfactory kind; I shall not attempt 
a similar course. I shall only put before you witnesses who may be examined 
by any of the parties from the different ports. 1 shall give in no written 
statements, which, after all, do not bear out the assumption that pilotage 
ought to be abolished, but simply that it should not be compulsory in the 
cases of certain well qualified masters. I beg therefore to direct your 
attention to the principle for which I have contended, and to which I wish 
to limit this inquiry, because I feel that that principle once established the 
details may be left for future consideration. 

Mr. ThomasJi Will you ask Mr. Clegram whether he intends that the 
Gloucester pilots should navigate into Bristol ? 

Mr. Brice.^ I will assume that it is not the intention with Bristol ships ; 
but that at once raises this position, that the unfortunate stranger, who 
cannot speak a word of English, is to be assailed by the pilots of every 
port. One comes up to him and offers as a pilot, then a second, then a 
third, all insisting that they are the proper men ; and I want to know what 
the unfortunate master in such a state of things is to do, and to whom he is 
to entrust his ship. 

Mr. Thonms.'] We don't propose any jurisdiction below the Holms. 

Mr. Brice.'] It follows, then, that you would have a right to be at the 
Holms, and I ask any one, if that were the case, whether the results I have 
described woiild not immediately arise. 

Captain Beeckey.'] The jurisdiction in question beyond the Holms we 
need not consider now. We are now on the principle whether there should 
be one jurisdiction or a joint jurisdiction as far as the Holms. You must 
show that it is convenient to have an exchange of pilots at the Holms, or 
that a vessel could run up and take her chance of having a pilot. Those 
are the points which you have to make clear ; but it seems you allow there 
would be a necessity for pilots up to the Holms, and then you say there 
should be a joint jurisdiction. 

Mr. Thomas.] That is the plan suggested by Gloucester. 

Mr. Brice.] If the meaning I attach to the Gloucester memorial be cor- 
rect, either the Gloucester people will appoint their own pilots, or they will 
tell us how we shall avoid the evils of k divided jurisdiction. 

Mr. Cleg7^am.] The Gloucester people looking at Swansea, thought it 
was so near the mouth of the Channel, that it ought to have its own 
pilotage in and out; that the jurisdiction of Gloucester should not be far- 
ther down than the Holms, or within sight of the Holms; that Bristol 
Channel pilots should be appointed between Lundy and the Holms ; that 
Bristol should pilot its own vessels from Bristol to the Holms, leaving 
the Bristol Channel pilots to take them up from that point ; that was our 
intention, and nothing more. 

Mr. Tho77ws.] 1 think the sixth prayer of the Gloucester memorial suffi- 
ciently explains that. 

Captain Beeckey.] You admit the necessity of pilotage from Lundy to 
the Holms, but there you think that vessels should be given into the 
hands of local pilots, according as the vessel may be bound, and that they 
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might refuse a pilot if he is not a pilot of the place to which they are so April 1854. 
bound. 

Mr. Clegram.'] We make the pilotage compulsory from the Holms 
upwards. 

Captain Beech^J] But a Cardiff pilot, for instance, must not take a 
vessel up to Kingroad. 

Mr. Clegram.'] No ; I think the end of our memorial states, that our plan 
is not put forward as the best that can be devised, but that we would rather 
leave it to the jurisdiction of the Trinity Board, who no doubt will adopt 
the best system ; it is far from the wish of the merchants of Gloucester to 
establish any system under which there would be any additional risk ; we 
only wish to remove the evils of the present system, and also to have a 
voice in the management of the Bristol Channel pilotage. 

Captain Beechey.] Now, as to finances ; first, as to receipts and expendi- 
ture, the number of pilots, and the receipts of each pilot boat. 

Mr. Clegram.'] They <sin be returned ; the accounts are kept by the sub- 
commissioners ; some of them can be given at once, such as the number of 
pilots, but not the money returns. 

Captain Beecha/.] Well, the number of pilots. 

Answer by Mr. Clegram.] There are 12 first-class pilots^ and six second- 
class. 

48. Have they each a boat ? — ^They have each a boat, 

49. Is there anything particular they have to do with their boats? — 
They are bound to keep them in proper repair. 

50. Do you allow anything for repairs ? — ^Ten pounds a year. 

51. Can you give us the average receipts of the pilots? — No; I cannot 
to-day, but they can be got for you. 

WUliam Matthews^ Junior, recalled ; and Examined by Captain Beechey. 

52. HAVE you made a return of your receipts for the last year? — Yes. 

53. Have you it by you now ? — No. 

54. Does the pilotage charge from Kingroad to Gloucester include delay ; if 
the vessel is got up and left there, does the pilot remain with her always ? — Yes ; 
he remains on board all the time without cnarge. 

55. Does he stay with the vessel ? — We leave them sometimes after they are 
moored. 

56. If you board a vessel at Kingroad, and it is doubtful whether she can go 
on to Gloucester, does the pilot remain on board ? — No. 

57. You have distance money, I suppose ? — Yes ; we get the same as the 
Bristol pilots would have, if there is no Bristol pilot on board. 

58. (By Mr. Clegram.) That is a guinea, is it not? — Yes, it is. 

59. If a man has been on board and brought the ship to anchor, but cannot 
bring her up, does he charge the full pilotage again ? — No ; what he is paid 
before goes for nothing. 

60. (To Mr. Clegram.) What examination have you for pilots ? — The usual 
examination. 

61. (To W. MatthewSj jun.) Allow me to speak to you as a practical man ; 
do the masters of vessels expect to find pilots at the Holms ? — ^Yes. 

62. Is it an easy navigation after the Fathom Bank ? — I consider it so, but 
some persons don't. 

63. Suppose the master of a vessel was to run up, and expect to find a pilot 
at the Flatholms, and there was none there, what would he do ? — She could 
anchor oflp the island about a mile ; I saw 32 vessels there the year before last. 

64. Do you think a stranger coming up with a flood tide could reach that 
little bay ? — I think he could. 

65. Do you think it would be safe to try it? — Yes. 

66. Suppose he missed it? — There is anchorage all over the places; they 
could find anchor there ; 1 have seen them in strong weather. 

286. C 67. Then 
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20 April 1854, 67, Then you think it would be wise to look out for a pilot there?— Yes> 
=- I do. 

68. There would be cruising off the ELatholms, you think, pilots of different 
places ? — Yes. 

69. How is a stranger to know the one he wants?— We have our sails painted 
different to the Bristol pilots. 

70. But how would he know at night time ? — He would w>t be able to know 
then. 

71. Suppose a Newport man comes to the ship and says, " I am a Newport 
man, take me,** and a Cardiff comes and says, " Take me," and so on, do you 
think, as a pilot, that it would be safe for a man with a flood tide to be boxing 
about the Channel in that way? — I think it would be. 

72. You think it would be safe ? — Yes ; I have seen it done. 

73. What size are your boats ? — Thirty-three feet. 

74. Can you keep the sea off the Flatholms ?— ^Not in heavy gales of wind 
as well as you can at Lundy. 

75. You have always been able to keep your start with your boat off the 
Holms ? — I have never seen the time I could not with the boats we have now ; 
and we are increasing the size of our boats. 

76. (By Mr. Price^ m.p.) You said just now that when you brought ^ vessel 
from the Flatholms to Kingroad you received something additional ; how much ? 
— According to the Bristol rates ; the highest is a guinea, 

77. Supposing there were no pilotage except up to Sharpness Point, could 
you afford to pilot for one more guinea from the Holms to Sharpness Point than 
you receive from Kingroad to Sharpness Point ? — No, not by no means. 

78. Do you consider the guinea compensates you ? — ^Yes. 

79. Supposing you board a ship at the Flatholms instead of at Kingroad^ 
would you be content to pilot her for one guinea extra what you receive from 
Kingroad ? — Yes. 

80. Do you know what the pilotage charge is from Lundy to the Flatholms ? 
— £. 6. 9 5., and up to Kingroad, 1 L I s. 

Mr. Brice.'] The pilotage between Lundy and Bristol is only 6 /. 5 s. 

Mr. Price, m.p.] She would pay the same rate in and out ; and if it be 
not necessary to have a pilot below the Flatholms, and if the Gloucester 
pilot would take her from the Flatholms, a vessel under 400 tons would 
save 6 /. 8 ^. in pilotage up, or 10 ^ 1 6 5. up and down. 

Captain Beechey (to Captain Drew, Haven-master of Bristol).] What is 
the rate of pilotage from the Holms to Kingroad for a vessel of 400 tons. 

Captain Drew.] £.1. Is. 

Captain Beechey.] Then I don't see any advantage. 

Mr. H. Brittan.] If you look at the Gloucester and Bristol rates, you 
will find that the Gloucester pilot gets 3 /. from Kingroad to Gloucester^ 
whereas the Bristol pilot from Lundy only gets about the same amount 

Mr. Price, m.p.] Well, we say it is the fault of the double juriadiction if 
a man gets as much for a third as for the whole journey. 

Captain Beechey.] But if you bring in Newport and Cardiff, and other 
pilots, I don't see how the charges will be diminished. 

Mr. Price, m.p.] We, as Gloucester people^ do not desire, as was said by 
Mr. Brittan just now, to pick the pockets of Bristol at all. We want our 
own pilots to take our own vessels, and we ask for a rearrangement of the 
present system ; but we leave all the details to the Trinity Board, because 
we know them to be impartial. 

Captain Beechey.] It was stated just now that the increased pilotage was 
in consequence of the double jurisdiction ; but if it is to exist, I don't see 
how the charges are likely to be diminished, on your own proposal. 

Mr. Price, m.p.] I wish, so to speak, to ignore everjrthing else but that 
Gloucester should have her own licensed pilots for the Channel. I don't know^ 
anything about Newport or Cardiff or Bristol. All we ask is, license our' 
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pilots, and don't let ub hare a double system, where we believe a single one ^ AprU 1854, 

would be most beneficial. All the rest we shall be glad to leave to the *" 

Trinity Board. 

Captain Beechey.^ As a part of the system, your branch pilot brings a 
vessel down to Kingroad going to CardiflF. Now, do you propose that the 
pilot shall leave her, or go on with her to Bute Docks ? 

Mr. Pric€j m. p.] There is, I believe, ^ separate Act foi^ that. I don't 
want to get rid of the local pilotage of Cardiff, and Newport, and of the 
Avon up to Bristol. 

Mr. H. Brittan.'\ The Bristol pilots may go into either of the ports of the 
Channel, but practically they do not do so. 

Mr. JBrice.] Their jurisdiction is clearly in any crfeek or port in the 
Bristol Channel. 

Mr. H. Brit tan (to Captain Beeckey).] Will you ask the pilot Matthews, 
dr, whether large ships are not invariably towed by steam from Kingroad 
up to Sharpness ? 

VF. Matthews, junior.] Yes ; iatid we get one-fourth of the pilotage taken 
off. 

Captain BeechejfJ] Where do you get the tugs from ? 

Matthews.'] From Bristol, sometimes, and sometimes from the tlolms, 
and sometimes from the Naas Pointu 

Mr. Price, m. p.] We take steam down to Lundy sometimes, with the 
Bristol pilot on board. 

Mr. H. BrittanJ] Are you not frequently detained at Kingroad for want 
of a steamboat ? 

Mattkeist^.'] No» 

Mr. Brice.'] Will you have the goodness to ask Mt. Price if he knows 
anything of the pilotage of other places ? 

Mr. Price, m* p.] I do not. 

Captain Beechev.] I do not know how that is to atffect th6 matter. You 
can't compare me pilots^e of the Channel with the pilotage of the 
Thames. 

W. Matthews, jnmoT^'] Tliis gentleman here (Mr, Brice) has spoken of 
my knowledge as a pilot. Now, here are my two commissioners, and they 
eau speak of me, and I will answer any questions if tbey are put to me. 

Mr. -fir. Brittan.l Perhaps Atr. Price can tell me the tonnage of Gloucester 
vessels } 

Mr. Price, Hw p.] About 4^00 torn. 

Mr. H. Brittan.'] I mean the aggregate tonni^e of vessels owned in 
Gloucester ? 

Mr. Price, m. p.] I can't give you that now. 

Captain Beeckey.^ Have you any ftirther rematks to inake with respect 
to Gloucester r 

Mr. Brice.} I think not. I am quite content to leave die case as it stands 
in your hands. 

Jam es Williams, Examined by Mr. Ckgram^ 

8i. I BELIEVE you are a first-class pilot of the port of Gloucester ? — I am. 

82. How long have you been so ? — For 21 years. 

83. Have you, during your experience, heard many complaints from the 
masters of vessels of being compelled to employ Bristol Channel pilots ? — I have 
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20 April 1854. beard them say they would avoid the Bristol Channel pilots as far as the Holms, 
if they could. 

84. Do you know that they do attempt to avoid them r — I know that they talk 
about it. 

85. Do you know that of your own knowledge ? — Yes ; a great quantity do 
come up to Gloucester without pilots. 

86. From what parts ? — From different parts. 

87. Are they compelled to take pilots ? — ^Yes. 

88. What size vessels are you talking of? — From 300 to 400 tons. 

89. (By Captain Beechey.) Are they vessels that have been in the habit of 
runuii]^ up and down the Channel ? — ^Yes. 

90. How many strangers come up without pilots? — I can't say; not 
many. 

91 . Have you ever known one ? — I can't say I have. 

92. Do you think it right that a stranger should run his vessel from Lundy 
up to the Holms ? — It all depends upon whether he has been in the Channel 
before. 

93. I am talking of a stranger ; if you had not been there, would you 
undertake to run up ? — If I could not get a pilot, I would not, 

94. Do you know that vessels are detained in coming from Gloucester, in con- 
sequence of the change of pilots ? — ^Yes. 

95. Suppose a stranger were to run up to the Flatholms without a pilot, 
and could not find one there, what must he do then ? — He must come up above 
the Holms. 

96. And ride it out ? — Yes. 

97. Suppose they did not heave-to, Vhat then ? — Then they must do the best 
they could. 

98. If a stranger off the Holms did not like to run on, and wanted a pilot, 
wlmt must he do then ; make a signal, of course, and what then ? — ^Then he 
must bring up. 

99. Could he do it at any time? — Yes. 

100. Have you ever known any ships do that in rough weather? — ^Yes. 

101. Whereabouts do they ride? — ^About a mile and a half above the 
Holms. 

102. That is, if they can get there, is it not ? — Yes. 

103. Is there not a patch there ; is it a place you would like, if you were a 
stranger, to put a pilot out at ? — I can't say I shoiUd. 

104. Is it a place for a stranger to look for a pilot ; could you conscientiously 
tell a friend to take his chance, and run up and look out there for a pilot? — I 
don't think he could find one, if he looked out. 

105. I am supposing if he did, that he did not find one there, and that it was 
night-time r— Then he must bring the ship up. 

106. The navigation from the Holms up to Kingroad, is that a navigation for 
a stranger ? — No, I don't consider that at all. 

107. Which do you consider the most difficult, that up to the Holms, or from 
the Holms to Kingroad? — ^That up to Kingroad. 

108. Why do you consider it the most difficult? — There is a good deal of 
sands above the Holms. 

109. Are there none below the Holms ? — Not much. 

1 1 0. Then you think a man can always round the Flatholms ? — It all depends 
upon the wind and tide. 

111. Do you think that a stranger could get on well up to the Holms ? — Yes, 
if he had charts on board. He might find some difficulty at the Fathom 
Bank. 

112. How would he keep clear of the Fathom Bank, if he did not see it? — 
By sounding it by his chart. 

1 1 3. Would that give time for warning r — I think so. 

1 14. What would be the difference in approaching the Culver and the Fathom 
Bank ? — ^The Culver is much shallower. 

115. Would a man have sufficient warning to keep clear of it? — I think so. 

116. Are the soundings so marked, that on approaching one side you would 
know you were not approaching the other ?— I think so. 

Re-examined 
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Re-examined by Mr. Ckgram. 

117. Does not the present system of a change of pilotage entail a considerable 
loss of time on vessels going down from Gloucester ? — ^Yes, it is very often the 
<»se. 

118. So that if they were boarded at the Holms by the Gloucester pilot, 
they would be taken on to Gloucester by the same tide, when they are now 
<mly taken to Kingroad? — ^Yes; we should go on as fast as we could with 
them. 

119. Why is that loss of time ? — The Bristol pilot very often shortens his sail 
before there is any occasion for it. 

120. Do you mean to say it is done to delay the ship below the Holms? 
— ^Yes. 

121. Captain Beechey.'] That is another affair, and I suppose the Bristol 
authorities would look after that. What you were asked by Mr. Clegram was 
-whether you could often get up to Gloucester, where you now lose the tide, by 
'taking a feristol pilot up to Kingroad ? — ^Yes. 

1 22. Why is the vessel detained ? — ^Because the Bristol pilots don*t trouble to 
^et her up. 

1 23. Do you mean to say that the pilot purposely detains her ? — I think 
some of them do, but not always. 

124. What object can he have in doing it ? — I can*t say. 

125. I apprehend if he does it, he does it at the loss of his own time ? — He 
.does not get under weigh sometimes when he ought to. 

1 26. "nLen he might, by a little exertion, bring the vessel up to Kingroad, so 
juB to save the tide to Sharpness Point ? — ^Yes. 

Mr. Brice.'] Will you do me the favour to ask him if he can name any 
individual who has done such a thing as he states ? 

Captain Beech^.] I had rather not have any charges made here. 

Mr. Clegram.'] I think we had a right to ask the witness as to the Bristol 
pilots, because it is a part of our case. 

Captain Beechey.} I don't object to that, but I don't wish any charges to 
be made out of this inquiry. 

Mr. H. Brittan.] I am most anxious, on behalf of the pilots, that this 
matter should be gone into ; and if the names of any parties are given I 
should be able to bring them before you, and I will undertake to do so. 

127. (To the Witness Williami.) Will you tell me the name of any pilot on 
tmy occasion on which this delay has taken place? — I don't think they have 
•done it purposely. 

128. Name some occasion on which you have been delayed? — ^With respect 
to what ? It may have been through the Bristol pilot being timid in bringing 
the ship on. 

129. Then a timid Gloucester pilot might do the same? — ^I don't think there 
are any timid Gloucester pilots. 

Mr. Brice.'] This shows the value of the evidence which is adduced ; when 
it is tested, it comes to nothing. 

Mr. Clegram.'] All we say is, that there is loss of tides sometimes, which 
involves the loss of a spring to us. We don't say it arises from the wilful- 
ness of the Bristol pilots, but that it is owing to the double system of 
pilotage. 

Mr. H. BrittanJ] But this man comes and says he is frequently delaved 
from going up to Gloucester in consequence of the Channel pilots. That 
is a specific charge ; but when we ask him for the names of any of these 
pilots, or to instance any of these occasions of delay, he says he does not 
think they cause the delay on purpose, but that they may do it frt>m 
timidity. Now, I say, give us the name of anv timid or any negligent 
pilot, that we may know who he is, and examine him, if necessary. 

286. c 3 Mr. 



to April 1854. 



Digitized by 



Google 



22 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before CAPTAIN BEECHEY 

so April 18^ Mr. Price, m.p.] I must protest against our friends of Bristol making 

more of our cliarges than we do ourselves. We know how common the 

attempt is to make a witness say more than he intends, and then to show 
from such admissions as are got from him the fallacy of the whole of his 
evidence. Our charge is made without the slightest imputation on the 
Bristol pilots. What we say is this, the duty of the Bristol pilot is to bring 
the ship to ICingroad, and to discharge her there ; we also say, that if it 
was his duty to bring her up to Sharpness Point he would do so, and run 
up on the same tide. What we complain of is, the system which makes it 
necessary for us to have two pilots, one to Kingroad, and another from 
Kingroad to Sharpness, and which we say often creates delay and loses the 
tide. 

Mr. Brice.'] I accept Mr. Price's explanation, but I think it only goes to 
this, that if the Gloucester pilots were on the look-out at Kingroad, these 
delays would not take place. 

Mr. H. Brittan.] I greatly admire the ingenuity of the Honourable 
Member for Gloucester ; gentlemen in Parliament have much more skill 
than other people in putting aside awkward questions, and certainly the 
Honourable Member has given us a good specimen of how this may be 
done by avoiding one question and introducing another. I say that this 
man (Williams) has made a charge against the Bristol pilots. He says 
that they have repeatedly done so and so, and when I say to him, Give us 
, the name of any such pilot 

Captain Beechey.] There can be no question that the Bristol pilot has not 
so much interest in risking an early navigation up to Kingroad as the 
Gloucester pilot. That is the long and short of it; and therefore if the 
Gloucester pilot were picked up at the Holms, he would risk it at an earlier 
state of the tide than the Bristol man. 

Pilot JVilliams Examined by Mr. Edward Drew, Chairman of the Bristol Local 

Marine Board. 

130. ARE you often detained by want of steam ? — Yes, decidedly. 

131. To what extent ? — Sometimes a tide. 

132. Not more? — No, I think not. 

133. Did you ever hear of a vessel being detained more than that ? — Not 
belonging to Gloucester. There have been ships waiting a week for steanjt. 

134. Then if a Gloucester pilot had been tnere that would not have altered 
it? — I think not. 

135" (By Captain Beechey). Has Gloucester any dteam tugs? — No* 

136. Mr. H. Briitan*] Will you ask him whether the Gloucester pilots did not 
present a petition, praying that their jurisdiction might not be increased^ as the 
sands were enough for them to look after in their own water?— -I have never 
heard of it. 

137. Mr. Price, m.p. (to Captains Clegram and Bradley).^ Do you know 
anything of it ? — No ; certainly we never heard of it. 

138. Mr. £. Drew.'\ If you had the pilotage down to the Holms, would your 
present staff be sufficient for you ?~(Captain Clegram.) Yes^ I think so. 

139. Do your pilots consider themselves well paid at presetit ? — I believe so. 

Mr. Price, m.p.] We don't by any means, as Gloucester people, say that 
there ought to be no pilotage below the Flatholms. That is no part of 
our case* All we do ask is to be relieved from compulsory pilotaga We 
don't deny that pilotage below the Holms may or may not be necessary. 

Mr. Richard Janes, member of the Town Council atid Dock Board of 
Bristol.] Allow me to say^ that I think the mercantile interests of Glou- 
cester would strengthen their case very much if they were to bring here any 
of the leading brokers of Lloyd's who would state that they would be 
satisfied with no greater rate of insurance being paid if there w eire no com- 
pulsory pilotage below the Holms. 1 feel satisfied that they would have 
great difficulty in getting any such statement. 

Mn 
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Mr. Price, m.p.] We are certainly not prepared to do so, and for this ^o Ami 1854. 
reason, that it is no part of our case. We wish to leave the matter entirely 
to the Trinity Board ; but I can say this, that all the evidence tends to show 
that there is a greater risk run by attempting to evade the pilots, than could 
by possibility be the case if there were no pilots at all. 

Mr. Jones.'] We have only the assurance of the captains who play the 
" happy-go-lucky" game, but put one of them on board below the Holms 
in rough weather, and he would tell a different story. 



fViUiam Matthews, Jun., recalled ; and Examined by Captain Beecfaey. 

140. WE have spoken of the pilotage up to Gloucester ; is there any detention 
downwards ?— No, we go on. 

141. Have you no complaint downwards? — Not at all. 

142. (By ]^r. Price, m.f.) — Have you not sometimes orders to take steam 
down to Luudy ? — Yes. 

143. Captain Beechey (to Mr. Price, m.p.)] Do you have a pilot then ? — 
(Mr. Price, m.p.) Yes, we have a pilot. {Matthews^ jun.) We don't go farther 
than the Nash Point ; but we have orders to go as far as Lundy, if we want the 
steam to get away. 

Captain Beechet/.] I understand the case of Gloucester is now closed, 
except that I shall want some further information as to the number of 
vessels belonging to the port, the pilots, and apprentices. (To Mr. Price.) 
1 shall be glad also if you will bring a master of a vessel, if you can 
get one. 

Mr. Brice.l I propose to put some evidence before Captain Beechey 
when the case is closed of the other ports, and then to leave the whole 
matter before him. 

Captain Beechejfi] At present, I propose to take 'the evidence from each 
port, and having got that, I will hear any evidence you may have to offer 
on points that may arise. 

Mr. Lewis Thomas^ solicitor to the Swansea Harbour Trustees.] I wish 
to draw your attention, sir, to the resolutions of the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee upon the Bill which I now put in (Swansea Harbour Bill, 17 & 18 
Vict., Session 1854) : — 

Resolved — " That the Committee is of opinion that Swansea ought 
to be relieved of the hardships suffered from the present system of 
pilotage in the Bristol Channel, and that a reference be made to the 
Board of Trade to point out a suitable method for organizing an improved 
system of pilotage with regard to the Port of Swansea.** * 

Captain Beechey.] Do you present any memorial ? 

Mr. L. Thomas.] No; we rely particularly on the resolution of the Par- 
liamentary Committee. I propose to draw attention to the fact that 
Swansea had the power of pilotage in the Channel long previous to Bristol. 
In 1791 she possessed those powers under an Act; but by the Bristol Act 
of 1807, we had our jurisdiction encroached upon and taken from us in 
some way that requires explanation. We had a foreign trade, which has 
considerably increased since that period. I shall call some persons before 
you well acquainted with the trade of Swansea, who will explain their 
views upon the subject to you. The case of Gloucester is somewhat 
similar to ours ; and I was in hopes to have some evidence as to the 
Channel pilotage, but I think the chart will show that there is no difficulty 
between Swansea and the Holms. 

Captain Beechey.] Your Bill is to take away the jurisdiction of Bristol 
over that part of the Bristol Channel which your pilots had formerly, and 
to restore to Swansea its original powers. 

i286. c 4 Mr* 
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no April 1854. * Mr. Thomas.'] Yes, precisely. 



Captain Beechejf.'] Then you proposei if that Bill passes^ and has the 
sanction of the Board of Trade, to send out pilots to Lundy Island to 
bring in your ships. 

Mr. Thomas.'] Yes, if it is found to be necessary. 

144. Then you intend, if a vessel is bound to Swansea, having on board a 
Bristol pilot, to do away with him ? — ^To do away with having him compul- 
sorily. 

145. Having accepted his services, then he is to be superseded ? — He will not 
receive any payment beyond distance money from where he took her up to any 
point where the master chooses to take him. 

Mr. Brice.] I would ask to have that clause read. 

Mr. Thomas.] It is only one of the bye-laws. 

Mr. Brice.] I take it as a matter of fact, that if this Act passes, of course 
a Bristol pilot will not be taken at all, or he will be superseded, in which 
case I don't see how he is to get anything for his services. 

Captain Beechejf.] I wish to put on our minutes what you intend to do 
by your Act, and wnat you intend to do by your bye-laws ; that a Bristol 
pilot having been taken on board by consent of the master, who a short 
time after meets with a Swansea pilot, is the vessel to be given up to him, 
or is the Bristol pilot to take her on to the roads ? 

Mr. Thomas.] I apprehend that case is met by the Bill of last year. 

Captain Beechey.] But if you make bye-laws, I should know what you 
propose to do. 

Mr. Thomas.] That would all come to the Board of Trade. There is so 
great a change taking place in the body I represent, that I can hardly say 
what will be done. What we complain of greatly, however, is the right of 
the Bristol pilots to board our vessels compulsorily when they are not re- 
quired. To employ Channel pilotage, and to have Swansea pilots besides^ 
we say is unnecessary. No man would run the risk of losing his vessel for 
the sake of a few pounds, and I think the shipowners are the best judges of 
the charges they will bear, and ought to bear. It would be a false economy 
indeed to run any risk. 

Captain Beechey.] Will you mark the district you claim for Swansea on 
that chart. 

Mr. Thomas.] I am hardly able to do that. What we ask for is to have 
what we had before, 

Mr. H. Brittan.] I have a copy of the Swansea Harbour bye-laws and 
regulatioi#, and among them are these : '* If a vessel is boarded (and the 
master chooses to take the pilot from thence) so far to the westward of the 
Mumbles Head, as to bring the following places to bear N.N.E., to pay, in 
addition to the above rates of pilotage," certain rates, which are given ; and 
then it goes on, ^' But no master to be compelled to take a pilot at such 
distances." 

Mr. Thomas.] The bye-laws are not so at the present moment. 

Mr. Brice.] It seems to me the material part of the case would be to make 
out the powers said to be possessed in 1791. Now let us see what they 
were which conferred any water powers on the authorities of Swansea. 

Mr. Thomas.] Our Act does not define any limits to pilots. Our pilots 
frequently go down to Lundy, and inasmuch as it is only the foreign trade 
which the Bristol pilots have any control over, we think that if the whole 
power were placed in our hands the work would be done more eflftciently. 

Captain Beeckey.] By the 47th section of the Act of Geo. 3, c. 33, the 
whole pilotage of the Bristol Channel to the east of Lundy is conferred on 
Bristol, and I don't see how you can have any right to be there without 
incurring a penalty. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Brice.'] There is also another question. Does the Act of 1791 give ao April 1854* 

any such powers as those now sought for? The clauses of that Act provide 

that it shall be enacted, that 12 trustees shall be appointed, but the powers 
conferred by that Act are exclusively confined to the rivers, harbour, port, 
and bay of Swansea. Yet they are now trying to extend those powers over 
the Bristol Channel. I must say that I read that Act in no such way as 
Mr. Thomas. 

Mr. Thomas.'] Mr. Brice is quite right in what he has said. The powers 
we propose are, that we shall have liberty to license pilots in connexion 
with the Act of last Session, and under the control of the Board of Trade. 

Captain Beech^J] Then you admit that nothing has been taken from 
you. 

Mr. Thomas.] The minute of the House of Commons states, that The 
House is of opinion that the restrictions of which we complain ought to be 
removed. 

Captain Beechey.] But that has reference to the old powers, which you 
say you have been deprived of, and that appears not to have been the case. 
Before the pilotage of Bristol was extended to Lundy Island it did not reach 
your port of Swansea, and so far the Swansea Act does not restore any power 
that you had before. 

Mr. Thomas.] But the Bristol pilotage does, in effect, throw a burden 
upon the Swansea trade, which we contend is unnecessary. 

Mr. Brice.] It appears to me that the object is to transfer the compulsory 
power from us to Swansea. 

Mr. Thomas.] Only as to Swansea vessels. I submit there are no limits 
of our pilotage. We have a general power to regulate and appoint pilots for 
the harbour and bay of Swansea, but no limits. 

Captain Beechey.] Yes, the bay is a limit. 

Mr. Brice.'] I don*t see how the trustees of the Swansea Harbour claun 
any prescriptive power in the Channel. If they have any, it is an usurpation 
of the powers of the Crown. Now, our powers extend from time immemorial. 
We had the power of licensing within the port of Bristol down to the Flat 
Holms in 1697, and that power we exercised up to 1803, when the Bristol 
Dock Act passed. We did, in point of fact, exercise the right to license 
eastern of Lundy Island. We had a prescriptive, if not a statutable right, 
before the year 1807, but in that year we obtained a statutable right. 

Mr. Thomas.] The Act of that year sets a limit to the Flatholms, but 
I am not aware what the Bristol Corporation have done. 

Captain Beechey.] There was no Act to prevent your having a direct 
pilotage to Swansea, but the Act took you through their district, and you 
propose to remove that restriction. 

Mr. Thomas.] I am prepared with evidence to show that Bristol pilots 
are not essential to the port of Swansea. 

Captain Joseph Wood Simpson^ Examined by Mr. Thomas. 

146. I BELIEVE you have for many years commanded merchant vessels from 
Swansea ? — I have. 

147. Did you serve your time from Lundy? — I did. 

148. 1 believe you have been a shipowner? — I have, but I am not so at he 
present moment. 

149. Are you acquainted with the western portion of the Bristol Channel, up 
towards Swansea ? — I am. 

150. Do you consider it necessary that the Bristol pilots should possess com* 
pulsory powers to board vessels to Swansea ? — No, I do not. 

151. Do you think the Swansea pilots are competent to that office ? — ^Yes. 

152. Do you think the Swansea pilots are sufficient for that purpose? — ^Yes. 
286. D 153. I believe 
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^0 April 1854. 153. 1 believe Swansea may be swd to be near the chops of the Channel ?— 
Yes, 

154. And that a difference ought to be made to Swansea more than any other 
port ? — Yes ; there is no danger in approaching Swansea except in one particular 
bay, and during the last two years a light-vessel has been placed on that 
point, 

155. Do you consider the approach to Swansea remarkably easy ? — Yes ; fer 
more than any other port in the Channel, either above or below ; the two points 
of danger are the Mixon Shoal, which is lighted, and the Helwich Sands. 

156. Do you think the master of a foreign vessel, after making Lundy, would 
have any difficulty in making Swansea Bay ? —Not if the weather was clear, 

157. 1 think Captain Denham states, that of all the ports in the Bristol Chan- 
nel, none are more favourably situated than Swansea, and that it is stated by the 
Admiralty Surveyors that Swansea Harbour is accessible to any strange ? — 

Mr. Brice.] Is that to be part of this witness's evidence ? 

158. Mr. Tbonias.] I propose to ask him. Do you concur in those opinions? 
—Yes. 

159. Do you believe that to be the report of Captain Denham ? — ^Yes. 

160. Do you consider that the interests of the shipowners and merchants of 
Swansea would be benefited by removing this monopoly of the Bristol pilots ? — 
Yes, I think they would. 

161. You have stated that the Swansea pilots are sufficient for the purpose ? — 
Yes, I think so. 

162. Do vou know that the Swansea pilots are in the habit of boarding 
vessels considerably above the Mumbles Lighthouse? — Yes, frequently; some- 
times as far up as Lundy. 

163. A^re you of opinion, that practically, at present, the Swansea pilots afford 
the entire assistance to vessels bound to that port ? — Perhaps not to all. 

164. Is it principally from the Swansea pilots that the assistance is derived 
—Yes. 

1^5. I believe that, as an inducement to the Swansea pilots to go to the west- 
ward, there is a larger payment tiie . more westward the vessel is ? — Yes ; at 
Pwlldy Point the rates are increased. 

Mr. Thonias.] It appears from our bye-laws, sir, that if a vessel is 
boarded off Lundy or Caldy, the rates of pilotage are double the Worms- 
head distance money, and increase 1 s. on every 50 tons above 400 tons. 

Mr. Brice.'] When were those bye-laws made? — 

Mr. Thomas.li About two years ago last Christmas. 

Captain Simpson^s Examination continued by Mr. Thomas. 

1 66. DO you know whether the Bristol pilots look upon the Swansea vessels 
as hardly worth their while to attend to ? — Oh, yes. 

167. You know that very well ? — Yes ; from experience. 

168. Do you know that the Bristol pilots will rather shirk a Swansea vessel 
than board one? — Frequently; I have heard it from other owners of the port. 

1 69. The distance payable is much less, I suppose, than with a Bristol or 
Gloucester vessel ? — Yes. 

170. And that is the reason, I suppose, why they shy the Swansea vessels? — 
Yes ; at some times they would have to go to Bristol by land or steamer. 

1 71. I believe a very important part of the duties of Swansea pilots is what is 
called '* reading " the vessels ? — Yes, a very important part. 

172. (By Captain Beechey.) What do you mean by that ?— Bringing the 
vessels up the bay. 

1 73. Taking the reading ground in a straight line from the Mumbles Head, 
there are some sands? — Yes; the Green Ground, about a mile and three quarters 
western, and eastern about three miles. 

1 74. (By Mr. Thomas.) Are the largest class of vessels placed the closest to 
the Green Ground ? — ^Yes. 

175. It therefore becomes important to know the roading ground very well ? 
—Yes ; they ought to know it exactly, for a large vessel. 

176. In 
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176. In your opmitm, are the Bristol pilots competent to that duty? — ^No; 
I donH think ikej are ; there Qiay be some of them. 

177. Have you heard of Bristol pilots boarding Swansea vessels at a consider- 
r4ble distance from Swansea, when the Swansea pilots have been on board ? — 
Yes. , 

Mr. Brice.] It is a matter of constant occurrence. 

178. (By Mr. Thomas.) And thereby causing an additional expense without 
any additional benefit? — Yes. 

179. Do you consider the advantages of having Bristol pilots equal to the extra 
expense that is thrown upon us by them ? — No, I do not. 

180. In the Report of the Bristol Dock Committee, they state that the varied 
sets of the tides, independently of the continually changing nature of the sand- 
banks, are alone sufficient to make the navigation of the Channel a matter of 
considerable responsibility, if undertaken by any person not thoroughly acquainted 
with its peculiarities. I presume Mr. Brice will admit that that statement does 
m)t apply to Swansea ? — 

Mr. Brice.'] I am not exactly prepared to admit that ; I would rather 
hear your evidence. 

Mr. Thomas.l Very well ; I will give evidence upon it, then. 

Mr. Brice.] 1 have no hesitation in admitting Mr. Thomas's case to this 
extent ; that the navigation of the Channel to Swansea is more easy than 
to the more inward ports ; but, as against that must be put the fact that the 
trustees of the Swansea Harbour propose to repeal our powers, not to get rid 
of the expense of pilotage, but to give it to their own pilots, thereby showing 
that they do think pilots are necessary for foreign vessels into Swansea ; they, 
I think, show that compulsory pilotage is necessary. The Corporation of 
Bristol, I may add, speak generally of the Channel, in the Report which 
Mr. Thomas has quoted. 

Captain Beechey (to Mr. Thomas).] You admit, yourself, the necessity of 
a pilot into Swansea, no matter whether on account of sands, or from 
any other cause. 

Mr. Thomas.] It is highly necessary that we should have pilots into the 
harbour, but we do not say how far down Channel ; we leave that to the 
Board of Trade. 

Mr. Brice.] As the Corporation of Swansea have thought it necessary to 
subject us to a long and expensive contest before the House of Commons, 
I may say that they seem to want a separate jurisdiction either to allow 
Swansea pilots to board foreign vessels, or to enable foreign-going ships to 
evade us ; and therefore we say that, for security, it is desirable that the 
jurisdiction should be one. You heard from Mr. Jones that there is no 
question that the existence of an effective staff of pilots under one jurisdic- 
tion has the effect of lowering the rate of insurance, and this is a considera- 
tion to be borne in mind ; at the same time I will say, that if the powers 
now sought by the Swansea trustees had been limited to the Swansea Har- 
bour, we should not have spent a penny in the contest. 

Mr. Thomas.] We say that the burden of being compelled to take your 
pilots is an unnecessary one, and that it is unreasonable for you to deter- 
mine whether Swansea is a port requiring Channel pilotage, or whether it 
is a port that ought to incur the expense of Bristol pilots. We say that 
our harbour is not of the nature of those higher up, where there are shifting 
sands, of which we have none. But perhaps I had better go on to show 
that there are many difficulties to foreign vessels higher up, but that it is 
not so with regard to the port of Swansea, and therefore we say it is 
unnecessary that we should be called on to pay a Bristol pilot rate. It may 
be said that the Bristol people possess the power to inflict that rate upon us ; 
but an Act of Parliament may take it away as well as confer it. I think 
the resolution of an important branch of the Legislature goes to show that 
the present system is unreasonable and injurious, and this witness will 
confirm that opinion. I hope^ if Bristol is heard in the matter, that she 
will show why Channel pilotage is necessary for us ; that she will not rest 
- 286. D 2 on 
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20 April 1854. on her oars, and rely upon usage, but that she will show that it is essential 

to the safety of Swansea ; and unless she does, I trust you will relieve us of 

the burden which we now bear. 

Mr. Brice.'] I will merely recall your attention, sir, to the feet that the 
Swansea authorities still think that compulsory pilotage is necessary. The 
course pursued in the Committee of the House ot Commons the Corporation 
of Bristol does not fear. In opposition to that course we went to Mr. Card- 
well and oflfered to leave the whole subject to await the result of the inquiry 
you are now holding. We could not, however, get him to do so, or to strike 
out the clauses of the Swansea Bill to which we objected. I, therefore, went 
before the Committee of the House of Commons, and after hearing me they 
came to the conclusion that those clauses ought not to form part of a private 
BilL Subsequently, to my extreme astonishment, I received a letter from 
the Board of Trade, in which I found that those very clauses had been again 
made part of the Bill behind my back. I objected to this course, because, 
after several days' argument, I think it hardly fair for Mr. Thomas to have 
gone again before the House of Commons, I having left under the impressioa 
that the matter was settled. 

Captain BeecheyJ] Let us confine ourselves to what we are about here. I 
am not aware of what took place before the House of Commons. 

Mr. Thomas.X I am quite prepared to go on with my evidence. Is it the 
understanding tliat that part of the Report of the Bristol Dock Committee 
which I have read does not apply to Swansea ? 

Captain Beechey.'] No ; will you please to go on with your evidence. 

Captain Simpson^s Examination resumed by Mr. Thomas. 

181. It is stated in the Report of the Bristol Dock Committee that the varied 
sets of the tide, independently of the continually changing nature of the sand* 
banks, are alone sufficient to make the navigation of the Channel a matter of 
considerable responsibility, if undertaken by any person not thoroughly ac- 
quainted with its peculiarities. Are there any shifting sands from Swansea Bay 
down westwards ? — Not that I am aware of. 

182. Are there any dangers referred to in this report in Swansea Bay? — Not 
that I am aware of. 

183. It is also stated in this report, *' Your Committee consider that, on the 
whole, it is regarded by the mercantile community as a beneficial regulation, and 
that the amount of pilotage bears no comparison to the extra amount of insurance 
which would be charged if such compulsory protection were removed." In your 
opinion does the compulsory employment of the Bristol Channel pilots keep 
down the insurance? — Not that I am aware of. 

184. Then you think this passage of the report not applicable to the port of 
Swansea? — No, I think not. 

1 85. It has been stated to the Committee for managing the afiairs of Lloyd's, 
by their agent at Ilfracombe, that the lower part of the Channel is very inade- 
quately supplied with pilots. 

Mr. Brice.'] I hardly know how to answer, or check this way of putting 
a case. It is certainly leading a witness to what he is wanted to state. 

Mr. Thonms.'] I have known a whole pamphlet put before a witness in 
committee of the House of Commons. 

Captain Beechey.] If I think the examination is conducted improperly I 
shall check it. I think, as the memorial and report have been made public, 
you may ask the witness whether he agrees with them or not, but it will be 
quite as well if you will put your questions without leading him. 

Mr. Brice.'] I shall not ask him a single Question, sir. I don't think this 
sort of evidence will at all aflect the case I snail have to submit. 

Captain Simpson^ Examined by Captain Beechey. 

1 86. WHAT do you know about Swansea and the Channel ?— I have been 
trading there as a merchant to the West Indies. 

187. How 
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187. How often do you go to Swansea?— I was there about 12 years. so April 1854. 

188. How many times di(J you go into Swansea with your ship? — Twenty- 

four tiroes, I think. 

1 89. How often have you taken a pilot into Swansea ? — A Bristol pilot ? 

1 90. How often have you taken a pilot, any pilot, into Swansea ? — I always 
had a pilot. 

191. Where did you pick him up ?— At the Mumbles. 

192. Tell me where the light at the Helwicks is situated ? — The light has been 
put on since I left off trading. 

193. Then all your voyages were made to Swansea previously to the light 
being put there ? — ^Yes. 

194. Then you do not know how to get clear of them ? — There are lights from 
Lundy and Caldy, and another at the Mumbles. 

195. What distance is Lundy from the light? — About 15 miles. 

1 96. And what distance will be Caldy ? — About four miles. 

197. What is your course from Lundy to the Mumbles? — It depends upon the 
state of the tide ; at flood-tide I would start about two points from the west. 

198. How many miles do you think it would be safe to run on a dark night? 
— About 22 or 23 miles before I hove-to. 

199. Suppose you got to the leeward, are there any shoals in your way? — 
Yes, the Scarweather and the Green Ground. 

200. How do you avoid the Scarweather? — I should keep mid-channel if it 
was not fair weather. I have stayed off the English coast frequently in snow 
storms, and I think a pilot would not have taken me into the bay at those times. 

201 . Do you mean to say you cannot go into the bay unless you can see it ? — 
Yes, I think so. 

202. How do you know when you are coming near the Scarweather r — I have 
never been up there with my vessel. 

203. What land do you make from the west ? — Either the Welsh land or 
Lundy Island. 

204. What do you make on the Welsh side ? — If possible we try to make 
Lunciy, and after that we shape our course either for PwUdy, or some of the other 
points to the west of Mumbles Head. 

205. Do you know the Mumbles Roads ?— Yes. 

206. You have stated that the Green Grounds are about three miles from the 
Mumbles Head ? — The east end. 

207. They lie north and south nearly ; have you often taken your vessel there ? 
— Yes. 

208. What water do you bring up in there? — About seven or eight fathoms. 

209. How did the light bear at that time? — About W.N.W. 

210. Do you think all vessels can do that; strangers, for instance? — I think 
so ; I never had a pilot myself, and I know many who come to Swansea who don't 
wish to have pilots further than the bay. 

211. Then do you think pilots are necessary for Swansea at all? — In the bay, 
and a little to the westward of the Mumbles. 

212. Then if the Swansea pilots were to be stationed off the Mumbles, that 
would answer all the purpose? — ^Yes, I think so. 

213. You have spoken about the insurance; what do you know about the 
insurance of vessels?— By insuring my own vessels. 

214. But I am speaking of the insurance being affected by the pilotage? — 
It is wanted there tne same as to London or other ports. It is only my opinion 
that the Bristol pilots do not keep down the insurance. 

215. (By Mr. H. Brittan.) You have said that Bristol Channel pilots do not 
think it worth while to go on board Swansea vessels. You have afterwards stated 
that the Bristol pilots do go on Board those vessels when the Swansea pilots are 
on board. Why do they do that ? — Because they happened to meet them between 
Swansea and Lundy. 

216. Then they did think it worth their while to go on board ? — ^Yes. 

217. You stated that the Bristol pilots were not competent to road Swansea 
vessels. Have vou ever known any instance in which a Bristol pilot proved 
incompetent ? — I have heard it frequently. 

218. Have you known it yourself r — I have heard frequently of Bristol pilots 
not being qualified to bring vessels in Swansea Bay into proper position, with 
proper roadside. 

286. D 3 219. Can 
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90 April 1854. 219. Can you mention any fact ? — I recollect an instance dome years ago, but 
■■ I forget the name of the pilot ; he took a vessd in, and a diort time after she 

struck, and the Swansea pilot went and moved her to a proper anchorage. 

220. How long ago was that ? — About seven or eight years ago. 

221. (By Mr. Thmas.) And how long is it since you left off trading to Swan- 
sea ? — About a year after that, 

222. (By Captain Beeckey.) What distance had the Bristol pilot taken that 
vessel into Swansea ? — He took her into the bay, and not into Swansea. 

223. What business had the Bristol pilot there ? — If vessels are boarded to 
the eastward of the Head it deprives the Swansea pilot of the distance money. 

242. That is not an answer to my question ? — I cannot say ; it was merely a 
matter of conversation among the masters at the time that the Bristol pilot had 
struck the vessel. 

225. I believe that is in the jurisdiction of the Bay of Swansea, the place 
spoken of. 

Mr. Thamas.l I think it is. 

Mr. Br ice.] It is within the district within which, whether rightly or 
wrongly, the Swansea trustees assume to have jurisdiction. 

James Matthews^ Examined by Mr. Thomas. 

226. HAVE you been a Swansea pilot fw the last few years ? — ^Yes, for the 
last four years. 

227. Did you serve your time from the port r — Yes ; by the bye-laws we are- 
SQpposed to serve three years under one master. 

228. Do the Swansea pilots go to the westward to look out for vessels coming 
to Swansea ? — Often. 

229. I suppose the greater part are boarded between the Mumbles and the 
Helwicks ?— Mostly. 

230. Is it generally considered that the Bristol pilots do not find it worth their 
while to board Swansea vessels? — Yes, I don't think they do believe it Worth 
their while to board vessels at all times. 

31. Can you explain the reason why the Bristol men come to that opinion ? — 
My firm opinion is that many of them do not like to come on our shore. 

232. Are the Bristol pilots well acquainted with the Mumbles roadstead ? — 
Some of them ; not all. 

233. Do you know a case that happened two or three years since, off the 
Helwicks, w^ere a British pilot came on board a vessel and left as soon as the 
Swansea pilot came ? — He left the ship with my consent. 

234. What vessel was it he boarded ? — A vessel called the Mark well of Jersey. 

235. And you went aboard ? — Yes, at PwUdy Head, about a mile and a half 
off. He left by my consent, because I knew he could not benefit me. 

Captain Beecliey (to Mr. Thomas).'} What is your case ? 

Mr. Thomas.'] That he left the vessel near the only dangerous sand, as if 
he was glad to run away, and that there is a penalty on us for navigating in 
any part of the Bristol Channel. 

Mr. Brice.'] But you have a system of pilotage of your own ? 

Captain Beechey.] This is a case in which the pilot should have taken the 
vessel into the Mumbles* but in consequence of a qualified Swansea pilot 
coming on board he left Uie vessel in his change and with his consent ; that 
is to say, he put confidence in him. 

236. (To the Witness.) What was the weather?— It was feur, and a fine wimL 

237. I suppose you saw the Mixon buoy 1 — ^Yes. 

Examination resumed by Mr. Hiomas. 

238. Axe you acquainted with a vessel called the Abbot's River? — Tes. 

239. Did that vessel, acoording to general report among Swansea pilots, hail 
a Bristol pilot, who refused to bc^d her? — I have heard it. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Briee.] I will at once admit thU part of Mr. Thomas's case, but I 90 A^il 1854. 

will also state the fact that Perceval, the man who refused to take this vessel 

in charge, having been more than once before complained of to the autho- 
rities, was immediately broken. I am uot here to defend his conduct, but to 
say that when it became known he was immediately punished. 

Mr. Thomas.'] That was in consequence of the matter having appeared in 
a Liverpool newspaper. 

Mr. Brke.] That is not so ; the fact is, the case had been heard here, and 
senteoce pronounced before we had the slightest idea that the matter had 
gone into another channel. 

Mr. Thomas.'] Did it not appear in a public paper ? 

Mr. Brice.] I cannot say ; I did not hear of it from that source. 

Captain Beechejf.] This is an isolated case, and I do not wish to criminate 
the Commissioners of Bristol for any dereliction of duty. It is admitted 
that such a thing as you have asked about did take place, and that the man 
WIS broken for it. Whether it was before or after the matter had appeared 
in the public papers is not a matter for us to go into here. 

Mr. Thomas.] I merely bring it forward to corroborate what I stated, that 
the Bristol pilots do not think it worth their while to attend to Swansea 
vessels. 

James MitcheW^ Examination resumed by Mr. Thomas. 

240. Upon your honour, as a Swanisea pilot^. do you believe that Bristol pilots 
very frequently shirk Swansea vessels ?— *I have beard of some cases, I can't say 
very frequently. 

241. (By Mr. E. Drew). You have heaxd of it ?— Yes. 

242. Has it ever happened to you ?—- No. 

Mr. Thomas.] It could not happen to him. 

Captain Beech^.] It might. How are they to know whether a man is on 
board or not? 

Mr. Thomas.] It is their duty to hail them, but they will not. 

Captain Beecfiey.] How does a man know whether a ship is bound to 
Swansea or Bristol ? 

Mr. Thomas.] I cannot say how that is. 

MitehelTs Exasunation resumed by Mr. Thomas. 

243. Have you heard of Bristol pilots shirking Swansea vessels, when they 
have found that they were Swansea vessels ? — I have, generally ; but not often. 

244. I believe a very important part of the duties is to road the vessels? — 
Yes, it is. 

245. How long have you been acquainted with the Swansea roads ? — For the 
last four years. 

246. In your opinion, are the Bristol pilots competent to road vessels in the 
Mumbles roadstead ? — Some of them are. 

247. There are some sands there, are there not ? — Yes. 

248. Are you aware that a Bristol pilot lately brought a vessel up to the 
Scarweather, and refused to road her himself?— It is three years ago. I went 
oat to him, and he said he did not intend to bring her in till he had a Swansea 
pilot. I told him I would assist him. 

249. (By Mr. E. Drew.] Did he give up charge to you ? — No ; he asked me 
Id assist bim, and 1 said I would. 

250. (By Mr. Thomas.) In your opinion, is it necessary to have a Swansea 
and a Bristol pilot ? — No ; they can't aflford to pay both. 

^i. Are the Swansea pilots eapabLe of doing the work ? — Yes. 

252. Is Swansea much safer than any other port? — ^Yes, I believe it is. 

253. You know the Helwicks ? — Yes ; there is a light there now. 

286. D 4 254. In 
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20 April 1854. 254. In reality and in practice, who are the pilots of use to the Swansea trade ; 
■ ' the Swansea or the Bristol ? — I should say the Swansea pilots ; of course one 
don't want to speak against one's own country. 

255. I think you have stated that you are satisfied the Swansea pilots are 
sufficient for all purposes ? — Yes. 

256. By Captain Beechei/.} How many pilots have you at Swansea ? — Thirty- 
eight pilots. One class is confined to vessels not over 250 tons. 

257. And how many boats ? — We have nine boats at present. 

258. How do you regulate your boats ? — ^We have four men in each boat, and 
what is over are the elderly men. 

259. What size are your boats? — ^They are about 34 feet; and 10 tons the 
outside. 

260. What is the rigging ?— Schooner rigged. 

261. Do you own the boats among you? — Part of the pilots do; I believe 
there are six or eight who have got shares in them. 

262. Who puts the boats on ? — Several gentlemen take shares, and the pilots 
take a quarter, or something like that. 

263. They are not exclusively owned by the pilots ? — No ; there is only one 
boat exclusively owned by the pilots. 

264. Do you buy shares, or have a percentage? — So much out of our 
pilotage. 

265. What is the rate ?— We average about 2s. for the boat a man. 

266. Two shillings out of every pilotage? — ^About that; if a vessel pays 
1/. 155. we pay 6*. 

267. And do you pay as low as Is. ? — Yes, as small as l^. 

268. Are those boats* fit to keep the sea off Lundy ? — Not at all times. They 
are very safe boats, but not in all weathers. 

269. When you board in those boats, where do pick the pilot up ?— Our dis- 
trict is the Mumbles. 

270. You don't go beyond that ? — Not unless we are engaged. 

271. How do you get the pilot back ? — With the boat. 

272. How many do you have in the boat ? — Four men. 

273. If you put the pilot on board, the boat cruises off where she is to pick 
him up ? — ^Yes. 

274. Does another boat go up to relieve her? — Sometimes we cruise, betweea 
the Mumbles and the Worms Head. 

275. You very seldom go beyond ? — ^Very seldom. 

276. Have you any apprentices ? — No, sir. 

277. Are you obliged to be a certain time in the trade? — ^No, sir, not at all ; 
we are supposed to sail out of the harbour for three years. 

278. Are you examined for pilots ? — ^Not very strictly ; the harbour trustees 
examine us. 

279. Do they examine you as to your navigation ? — Only as to the bay, 
because we are not supposed to know much more. 

280. If your pilotage were extended down to Lundy Island, you would require 
more ? — Yes. 

281. Are you yourself qualified for that navigation ? — I think I am, nearly. 

282. How do you keep clear of the Scarweather in thick weather? — I would 
steer up E. N. E. 

283. How do you know you are approaching the Stretch ? — I should by the 
distance we go. 

284. Suppose that was all wrong r — I should bring the ship up. 

285. Did you ever know a ship brought up there ? — Yes. 

286. What, at the Scarweather?— Off the Mumbles, that is, within three 
miles south-west of it. 

287. Suppose you could not come to an anchor, and keep clear of the Scar- 
weather ? — I would bring her up if I could ; we must keep her in deep water. 

288. I want to see if you know your way about the Channel. You talk about 
it, and say you do, but you do not seem to me to be very sure? — Well, sir, the 
best of men may lose their way sometimes. 

(The Court then adjourned till the following day. 
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Friday, 21 April 1864. ^^ April i^ 

At the opening of the Court this morning, Captain Beechey intimated 
that witnesses to be examined were not to be present before they were called ; 
and, in answer to Mr. Brice, stated that this rule must be apphed to Captain 
Drew, the Haven Master of Bristol, as well as to all other witnesses. 

Mr. Lewis Thomas.] I propose, sir, to put two questions more to Captain 
Simpson, the witness that was examined yesterday. 

289. You stated, yesterday, you had sailed ? — 

Mr. Brice.^ I observe, sir, that Matthews, the Gloucester pilot, is present; 
if it is proposed to examine him again, I presume that the rule you just now 
laid down will apply to him. 

Mr. Cleffram.'] I will state that he is not to be examined again. 

Captain Beechey^ I think he had better go out, as he may be examined 
again, and I may have to ask him some questions. 

{Matthews retired.) 

Mr. H. Brittan.] I think Mr. Clegram should retire, because he may 
have to give evidence. 

Captain Beechey.] I don't propose to call Mr. Clegram, except as to the 
financial part of the Gloucester case. 

Mr. Clegram.'] I apprehend it will be open to me to make any remarks 
I may think proper on what takes place. 

Captain Joseph Wood Simpson^ Re-called, and Examined by Mr. Lewis Thomas, 

290. I THINK you stated yesterday that you had been 24 voyages between 
Swansea and the West Indies, between 1827 and 1848 ? — Yes. 

291. How many times were you hailed by Bristol Channel pilots during the 
48 trips you made up and down ? — I think four times ; I am not certain whether 
it was three or four, but it was not more than four. 

292. Out of the four times you were so hailed, how many times were you 
boarded r — On one occasion only the pilot desired to come on board ; on the 
other three occasions they sheered off. 

293. Captain Beechey put a question to me which I could not answer, but 
which, probably, you may : Are Swansea foreign vessels more easily recognised 
than any other ? — ^Yes ; I should say they are recognised as soon as they are 
seen. 

294. To what circumstance do you attribute that ? — Copper and silver-laden 
vessek are generally more labouring in their sailing, and more easily recognised. 
They have a different motion in me water, and roll a great deal more than 
other vessels. 

295. As a captain, would you be able to recognise one of those vessels? — 
Oh, yes. Allow me to correct an error in my evidence yesterday, as to the light- 
ship on the Helwick Sands ; I stated that it was in the middle of the Sands. Did 
I understand you it was at the top or at the edge? 

Captain Beechey^ It is not at the top, it is at the very end. 

Captain Simpson.] It was at the middle once, but must have been removed 
afterwards. 

Captain JSeecAey.] State on the minutes that the witness was in error 
yesterday. 

Captain Simpsm^ I did not mean to say that the light was at the top of 
the Sand, but at the middle of the outer edge of the Sand. The light- 
vessel on the Helwick Sand was first placed about the middle of the Sand, 
at the outer edge, but the vessel was found to be too much exposed there, 
and it was moored to the eastern edge. 
ij86. E 296. (By 
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h\ April 1854. 296. (By Captain Beechey.) When you come into the Channel, do you hoist 

^ a signal for a pilot?— Not till we get near the Mumbles Head ; we expect to find 

the Swansea pilots a few miles below the Mumbles. 

297. Have you ever gone into the Channel by night time ? — ^Yes. 

208. Where do you expect to find a pilot then ? — Generally a few miles below 
the Mumbles Head. They generally go to the westward to meet vessels coming 
up with the flood tide. We generally make signal by light at night, near the 
Mumbles Head. 

299. If you saw a pilot, would you run down for him ? — No, I think not. 

3TJ0* Do the Swansea pilots have any light at night ? — No. 

301. Have the Bristol pilots any light? — Yes, they show a light off Lundy 
Island. 

302. If you saw a pilot boat with a light up would you steer for it ? — No. 

303. Do you think jrou would be right or wrong by eo doing? — Perhaps I 
might subject myself to a penalty, but I would rather do it. 

304. But if you were a stranger coming into Swansea and saw a lights would 
you take a pilot aboard ? — ^Yes. 

305. If two vessels had lights up, how would you know which was the Swansea 
and which the Bristol boat ?— Not without they had difierent lights. I don't 
think a stranger would know them unless it was made known by previous ar- 
rangements. 

306. If he found a Bristol and not a Swansea pilot would he not be very much 
inconvenienced by running down five of six miles ?--I should think so. 

307. Then the same inconvenience would occur if you found a Swansea instead 
of a Bristol pilot ? — Yes, excepting that the Swansea boats are not so low down as 
the Bristol. 

308. You think it necessary to have a pilot into Swansea road ?— Yes, that is 
for strangers ; those who have once been in the bay I should say were almost 
capable to take a ship in. 

309. Then it is not necessary for persons who have been in once ? — Yes, I 
think so. 

310. A person might soon qualify himself then — a Bristol or Cardiff pilot, for 
instance ? — Yes ; it is not at all a difficult navigation. 

311. Are the tides such as to render them at all uncertain? — No, they are 
very true. 

312. It does not require any particular local knowledge then? — Yes, in the 
bay it does. 

313. What do you call the bayr—In a line from the Mumbles Head to the 
Nash Point. 

314. That will go through your roads that line ? — Yes, I believe it would. 

315. Then a ship may anchor without going into that line? — Yes. 

316. Therefore all outside that you think the tides run fair and do not require 
any particular knowledge ? — Yes, I think so. There is a tide that sets round the 
bay, always to the westward, between Swansea and the Mumbles, both flood and 
neap. 

317. Is that a fact; do you know it to be so? — ^Yes; going down I have 
always found it close in shore. There is very little draft of water where it is ; 
but it is always setting to the westward there. There is also a tide that sets up 
direct from the Mumbles Head towards the bar. 

318. (By Mr. Thomas.) You say, with reference to the Swansea pilots, that 
they never carry a light, and eould not be confounded with the Bristol pilots r^-^ 
No. 

319. If the compulsory powers were taken away there would be nothing ta 
prevent the Bristol pilot from bringing up a vessel to Swansea ? — No, nothing 
at all. 

Mr. J3r/c6.] Except that there would be no one to pay him. 

Captain Beechey (to Mr. Thomas) J] How is he to be paid to the Mumbles 
road? 

Mr. ThomasJ\ I think it a matter of very easy arrangement. I would 
undertake to insert a clause in our Act that if a Bristol pilot boards a 
Swansea ship and brings it to Swansea, he is to be paid. So that if a man 
makes a signal for a pilot he shall pay him, but irhe does not want one he 
is not to pay. 

Captaia 
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Ciqp4ai» JEfeccAnjf,] Then thoae vho d^ >va^t pilots will they be likely to ai J^ril iS^ 

fyxd them ? -r r 

Mr. yTiomas*] Bristol or Swansea pilots ? 

Captain BeeekeyJi Any pilots. 

Mr. TTwrnasJi I aj^rehend the Bristol pilots are always there. 

Captain Beeehey.'] Bet you want to do away with ihem. Your witness 
has said that no Swansea vessel wants them. I Intve had some experience 
of the Bristol Channel, but I cannot say that. Acoording to your plan you 
would lead me, as a pilot, a long way, and tlien say you were bound to 
Swansea, and would not pay. ]Now do you think th^ would be a fair ar- 
rangement ? 

Mr. Thomas,'] That is not exactly the case as I understand it. If a signal 
is made for a pilot then he ought to be paid. 

Captain Beechey,] Well, I am a pilot cruising off Lundy Island ; I run for 
a vessel that has n^ade no signal, and expect she will take me on board. She 
says she is bound to Swansea, and that (after taking me six or seven miles) 
she does not wai|t ipe. J ask you if that i^ a fair arrangement? 

Mr. Thomas] That is an exceptional case. The same rule would apply 
if a pilot run down to a vessel which turned out to be a coaster. 

Captain Beech^y,] Do you think any system of optional pilotage would 
be remunerative ? • 

Mr. Thomas.] I think that Swansea does not require compulsory pilotage. 

330-21. That is your opinion? — Yes, and the opinion of the merchants of 
Swansea, 

322. Suppose your pilots stationed where your limit i? now, and that there 
were.no upper pilotage, if any foreigners come bound to Swansea, what are they 
to Ao if they want a pilot ? — If they signal for a pilot, the pilot ought to be paid. 

323. But how is that to be if it is to be optional ?— I think it might be easily 
arranged. 

324. Suppose Cardiff said, I think all the masters know the port sufficiently 
well, and don't want a pilot till they come to Cardiff Road, and that Newport, 
Gloucester and Bridgwater said the same thing, and left it all to Bristol^ I ask you 
if you think there would be sufficient remuneration for pilots to go down to 
Lundy, and whether it would be fair to expect them to go there merely for a few 
foreigners who could not go on without them ? — I pfesume Mr, Cardwdl must 
have had some such idea in his recent Act. 

325. But that ia no answer to my question ? — I say Swansea is different from 
any of the other ports in the Channel. Gloucester, for instance, does not claim 
any relief from Cnannel pilotage. The question is, whether Swansea must not 
be treated differently from other ports, if you think not, th^n I must abandon 
the case. Our main ground is, whether 8wansiea ought uot to be treated dif- 
ferently from the other ports. 

Mr, Ro'w^.'] You have not apswered Captain Beechey's question. 

Captain Beechey.] I conceive he has answered very properly. He has 
said that the other ports require some arrangement, but that with respect to 
Swansea, he is of opinion that the same regulatioi^ oiight not to apply to 
that port which do to the others* 

Mr. Brice.] If a compulsory pilotage is not necessary for Swansea, will 
you ask him, sir, why hQ seeks to have the power introduced into the Swansea 
Harbour Bill.. 

Mr. Thomas.] I think that such a power ought to be in the hands of our 
own trustees. 

Cfm>toiii Beecb^f] Give me the geetion of your Act. 

Mr. Thomas.] It is section 154. Our present bye-laws go to the extent 
ih^t we require all vessels to take pilots on entering the harbour ; and these 
ue very general clauses which I took from the Aberdeen Harbour Act. 

286. - B 2 Captain 
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ti April 1854. Captain BeecheyJ] Have you a penalty for not taking in a pilot ? 

"""""^ Mr. Thomas.l Yes ; inward bound vessels are required by section 168 to 

take pilots into the harbour. This is the clause ; ^' In case the master or 
commander of any vessel inward bound to the harbour refuse to take on 
board and employ the first or only licensed pilot of the port, who oflFers his 
services outside of the harbour, or as soon as such pilot can safely come 
alongside of such vessel, such master or commander shall pay to the pilot 
who so first or only ofiers his services, and is so refused, the full pilotage, 
according to the rates fixed by the trustees, to be paid as if he had been 
received and employed in piloting such vessel into the harbour." 

Mr. BrkeJ] Section 154 is also material. 

Captain BeecheyJ] But is the 168th Section that makes the compulsion. 

Mr. Brke.l ^^ would be rather irregular to treat Mr. Thomas as a witness ; 
but this is documentary evidence, as it were, and I will point out some clauses 
in the Bill, and ask you to form your own judgment upon them. We don't 
want Mr. Thomas to tell us what their meaning is, that is obvious enough, 
and I submit that the proposal is to repeal the Bristol Act of Parliament, 
so far as Swansea is concerned ; at least by clause 162 of the Bill. 

Mr. Thomas^ I agree that that is our intention. 

Mr. Brice.'] Then they go on, by another series of clauses, to establish 
another compulsory system of pikitage, and I ask you, sir, to look at their 
Bill, and form your own opinion if that is not the case. 

Mr. Thomas.] Our object is not simply to give Channel pilots, but 
harbour as weU as Channel. If you think it objectionable, I have no 
objection to limit our powers to the Worm's Head, which we maintain is 
quite sufficient for Swansea Harbour. 

Captain Beechey.] To the Worm's Head ; how would you define it? 

Mr. Thomas.] OS the Helwicks ; eastward of the Helwicks, or of the 
light. 

Captain Beechey.] Then I am to understand you have no objection to 
limit your powers to the eastward of the Helwicks ? 

Mr. Thomas.'] That is so. 

Captain Beechey.] And how far out ? 

Mr. Thomas.] Well, sir, I should refer you to some of our witnesses to 
ascertain the usual course ; I am not sufficiently acquainted with it 
myself. 

Captain Beechey^ This is with reference to the limits to which your 
boats are to go. K they are to go to Lundy, they must be paid for it, and 
the question is now as to the compulsory payment for this pilotage. If 
pilotage is necessary, the owners will have to pay, whether at Bristol or 
Swansea ; and if you make it compulsory, they must equally pay it to you as 
they now do to Bristol. Now the question is this : if there is to* be distance- 
money and pilotage, as appears by your bye-laws to be the case, I don't 
see the difierence as regards the owners and the present system ; but if 
you say the outer pilotage is not necessary, you must define the harbour 
of Swansea. You have given a limit, and will you now say how far out ? 

Mr. Thomas.] That depends so much upon the wind. 

Captain Beechey.] No ; it must not depend upon the wind. 

Mr. Thomas.] Well, suppose we take as much the other way as Oxwich 
Head to the Scarweather, I would consider that in Swansea Bay ; or take 
the Mumbles lighthouse as the radius of a circle, to include the coarse of the 
Channel in which vessels would be found. 

326. (By Captain -BeecAey.) Let me know what your opinion is? — I would 
say any part of the Bristol Channel, from the Worm's Head to the Scarweather. 

327. Thut 
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327. That is the outer limit ? — ^Yes. 91 April 1854* 

328. Then your pilot-boats would not go beyond that limit ?— No- — — * 

329. Have you anything to say from the shipowners at Swansea as to vessels 
consigned to them by foreigners ? — I am acting quite in accordance with their 
wishes. 

330. Will you allow me to see the point you have drawn on the chart, to pre- 
vent the possibility of mistake ? — The limits specified mean to take Worm's 
Head as our western lunit riffht across the Channel ; the eastern limit is the 
boundary of the bay from Nash Point to Minehead, say Nash Point in the 
county of Glamorgan, to Houstone Point in the county of Somerset, as described 
by Section 91 of our Act. 

331. Has this section had the consent of the Board of Trade?— Yes; it is 
only a re-enactment of an old Act for reo^ulating light dues. 

332. Then you wish your pilotage limits to extend to the lighthouse limits? 
— ^Yes ; so far as they do, I am willing to take it as it now stands. 

333- (By Mr. JE. Drew.) Did I understand you to say that you always gave 
additional inducements to the pilots to board as far westward as they can ? — 
Yes, we do ; but it is not compulsory ; and the reason is that the Bristol pilots 
wholly neglect us. 

334. But if the pilotage is not necessary outward, why do you offer induce- 
ments to the men to board as far westward as possible ; you thereby partially 
prove that you do think outer pilotage necessary ? — {No answe$\) 

^ 335- (By Mr. Brice.) What is your staff of pilots and boats r — Thirty-six 
pilots, with nine boats. 

336. What arrangements do you propose, if a pilot is taken on board an out* 
ward bound vessel, to pick him up when he has performed his distance ? — In 
answer to that I would say that it is the opinion that Channel pilotage down, on 
outward bound vessels, is not essential. 

337. And yet, in opposition to that, you seek to make it compulsory? — You 
will find that those powers only extend to inward bound vessels. 

338. It does not matter ; what I ask you is, how do you propose to put a 
pilot out ? — ^The boat will go down with him. A pilot-boat may go out with 
one pilot on board, and pick up half a dozen more. 

339. If it blew very strong, how do you propose to prevent his being carried 
out to sea ? — Our pilot-boats are perfectly seaworthy. 

340. But if you have a dozen pilots out, how can you pick up a dozen pilots 
wiUi nine boats ? — Our staff is quite equal to our requirements at present ; and 
nf they should increase, the staff would be also increased. 

341 . Do you conceive the class of boats you have are sufficient to stand the 
wear and tear out at the distance you contemplate ? — Certainly ; they have done 
so for years. I have been in those boats in the Channel myself. 

342. (By Captain Beechey.) In looking at your bye-laws, I observe that the 
pilotage of a vessel of 400 tons from the Worm's Head is 10^. ? — That is the 
distance money to the limits of our port. 

343. For a vessel of 400 tons, what would be the charge within the limits of 
the port?— £.2. 2s. ed. 

344. Then there would be 10^. added to that from the Worm's Head, and 
1 /. more if from Lundy ? — ^We don't charge anything from Lundy. I offer now 
to negative that part of our plan. 

345. I am speaking of the rates, according to your present rules ? — It will be 
10^., and not 1/. more. 

346. Very well, then he will anchor in the Mumbles Road ?— Yes, or in the 
harbour also ; that increase is for taking ,the vessel into the harbour. 

347. Suppose he can't go into the harbour ? — ^Then he must remain till he can 
lake her. 

348. Does he have any additional pilotage ? — ^No ; he is paid for remaining 
on board, but it is optional with the master whether he keeps him or not. 

349. If the master wants to go into the docks he must pay again, in addition 
to the foregoing rates, what would be payable on a 400 tons vessel going into the 
docks ? — The same pilot would take her in without making any charge. 

350. Suppose the first pilot had gone to sea ? — ^Then the master would deduct 
it from the first pilot ; the mean pilotage would be paid at the harbour office ; 
a proper proportion to hun who brought her up to the harbour, and to him who 
took ner into the docks. 

286. B 3 351. Then 
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mi April^SM* 35 ^» Th^i^ there is no additional charge? — No. 

' — 352. That ip 3/. %$. 6d. bom liUndy Wiiind to SwMPfea HartK)ur?— Y^ that 

kit; 2L2s. 9d., and 1 1, distwice woney, md that tc^ a vesed from Lundy 
into the harbour, or into the dock^. 

353. What is the Bristol charge for that? — ^From 300 to 600 tons, the charge 
is 4/. 4s.y imd iL distance miHiey t«ken off, make^ it 3/. 4^. 

854. That would be to the Mumbles Road ?— Yes. 

855. What do you charge from the Mumbles Roftd to the harbour? — 
£:2. Sis. 6d. we&tward, and .distam)^ money. 

356. Now ivhat aape the charges in the ^hape of pilots)ge going in there? — 
Nothing, 

357. Here is one of your bye-laws: ^'AU vepsele boarded to the westward 
of the Mumbles Head, or osba mile distaDt therefrom, to pay for roading the 
said vassel, if bound to other port^" in addition to ike pilotage : tliis is rule 
eight; *' if under i(M) ions, lbs.; from 160 to 200, ll; 200 to 250, iZ. 6s.; 
350 to ^0, 1/. 10^., and increase &#. on every 60 tons i^bove SOO," so that a 
master would have to pay, if a Swan^e^ pilot boards a vessel bound to Cardiff, a 
som for pilotage of 3/. 2i^. 6<2., and in addition for roading, ;i /. 10s. for 800 tons, 
and bs. for every 60 tons after ; that would be 2 /. extra for a vessel of 400 tons? 
-^I don't know of any such <^se ; our first rule is, that the pilotage inwards for 
%yery vessel of from 800 to 360 tons shall be iL 16 s., and an incr-e^se of 7 s, 6 d. 
on every 60 tons above 350 tons, on the inwaiKl pilotage. 

358. I take yoor rule as it stands, rule eight ?— A vessel not bound to the 
port would not pay the first dues as well ; we don't treat the roads w the harbour ; 
the pilot would receive the terms meoAioned in rule eiglrt* 

359. Then it would be 2l. fiar a 400 ton ship? — Ye^. 

360. Does he have any outside pilotage ? — Qio. 

361. He must bring her up from Lundy Isl^^ for tJiat ? — Yes. 

362. You don't exempt steamers from tms rule ? — r can't $inswer that question ; 
I believe there is a by-law exempting steamers ) tliere is a pilot attached to each 
steamer. 

363. Do you mtend to perpetuate this rule in your Bill ? — The bye-laws are 
now in force for six months. 

364. Then your new bye-laws will be subject to the' approval of the Board of 
Trade ? — They are only now perpetuated with the consent of the Board of 
Trade. 

365. By what section ? — ^Section 196, the last proviso of which is, ^ Provided 
nevertheless, that until such consent be obtained, the trustees shall continue to 
exercise such powecs with respect to pilots apd pilotage, as they would have been 
entitled to exercise if this Act had not passed/' 

Mr. JBrice.] There is nothing there to limit you to revise your bye-laws in 
six months. 

Mr. Thomas.^ There is no clause to that effect, i know ; but there is a 
clause that the presaat bye-laws shall remain in f^ree £3r six months. 

Mr. Brice.] I have not been able to find it. 

Mr. Thomas.] It is clause 61. 

Mr. Brice.] Will you have the kindness to read it. 

Mr. Thomas.] ** Notwithstanding the repeal of the recited Acts, all bye* 
laws, rules, regulations, orders, and notices made and given under the 
authority, and according to the provisions thereof, and which are in force at 
the commencement of this Act, shall continue in full force and effect during 
six months after the commencement of this Act, or until the same be 
re-enacted, repealed, altered or varied, under the authority of this Act; and 
such hye-laws, rules, regulations and orders, and all penalties and forfeitures 
thereby respectively imposed, may and shall be enforced, recovered, and 
applied in the same manner in all respects as the same respectively might 
be enforced, recovered and applied in case the same respectively were- made 
and imposed under the authority of this Act." 

Mr. Brice.] But suppose the Board of Trade do not consent; what 
then? 

Mr. 
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Mr. Thomas.] Then the bye-kW9 will end at six months, and that possi- a>i^Ttie54i 
bility is provided for. 

Mr. Thomas's Examination resumed by Captain Beechey. 

366. What do you call a packet? I see it is provided by on^ of your bye-laws, 
** All packets to be exempted from pilotage" ? — We mean a steamer plying for 
passengers between two different ports. 

367. Have you so defined it anywhere? — No; it ought, perhaps, striccly, to 
be steam packets. 

368. What is a steam packet ; I have been told it is one carrying mails, and 
yours might be chargeable with duty on that definition ? — They must prove that 
we do carry mails first. 

369. f see in your fifth bye-law it is provided, that " Masters of vessels shall, 
on arrival, give a certificate, slating the vessel's name, register, tonnage, where 
boarded by a pilot; and when he proceeds to sea shall (weather ana circum- 
stances permitting) give another certificate, stating that he has been properly 
piloted. Suppose she has not been properly piloted, what then? — I can't say; 
many of the clauses in our present bye-laws are very old ones. 

370. I see by ray copy that they are the bye-laws, dues and charges within 
the port of Swansea, for the year 1854 ? — ^They have been in existence a great 
many years, and no doubt contain a great deal of verbiage. It is a very diffi- 
cult thing to make Acts of Parliament, much less bye-laws perfect; but if this 
new Bill passes, we shall get our bye-laws more perfect than they now are before 
Bubmitting them to the Board of Trade. 

Mr. Brice.'] I wish, sir, to call your attention to the provisions of the 
47th of George the Third, by which all coasters and Irish traders^ are ex- 
empted from Channel pilotage. Now, as I read the present Swansea Bill, 
that exemption is proposed to be done away with, at all events as far as the 
port of Swansea is concerned. Now, if that is so, it is an important matter 
for Bristol to consider, because our coasters frequently go to Swansea. 

Mr. Thomas.'] Tliat only applies to vessels entering Swansea Harbour. 

Mr. Brice.] As I understand it, we are exempt from anything but the local 
pilotage in being brought up to Swansea docks ; but if this Bill passes I see 
that the coaster will be treafted as a vessel entered inwards, and put in all 
cases as a foreign going ship. Now this is not a matter which can be re- 
medied by a bye-law, because a bNre-law can only be of force so long as it is 
compatible with the Act under which it is made. 

Mr. Thomas.] If we met such a case as that supposed by Mr. Brice we 
should re-enact the bye-laws, and I think that the present one only provides 
for vessds entering the harboua*. 

Mr. E. Df*ew.] The harbour and roads are distinct, are they ? 

Mr. Thomas^ Yes. A vessel entering the harbour inwards, of 100 tons, 
would pay 9 $. pilotage. If a foreign vessel was boarded outside the Mum- 
bles, then she would be subject to the higher ratal. These bye^aws are 
always subject to the approval of the Board of Trade. I mean ta say that 
we have a particular power to make bye-laws, by which the rates for coasters 
shall be less than fot foreign vessels. 

Captain Beechey^ The Act does not make it cdmpulsofy, I think^ but 
the bye-laws must be approved by the Board of Trade. 

Mr. Brke.] But why should Bristol vessels have mor^ to pay thaa they 
have now, when they take a vessel into Swans^ Bay ? Under this A<^ they 
will have to pay as much as any foreigners, and surely they do not want 
pilots at all. It is pntting^ a burden upcMi us which we have never yet 
had. 

Mr. Thomas.] I say^ nobody looking at these rates, can say they are very 
high. The vessels entering Swansea would only have to pay the rates 
spedfied in the Schedules of our Act. 

!l86. £ 4 Captain 
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41 April 1854* Captain Beechey.'] Is it compulsory ? 

^ Mr. Thomas.'] Yes. 

Captain Beechey.'] Do you intend to except coasters ? 

Mr. Thomas.] No ; we intend to keep them in their present position, and 
they are now bound to take pilots. 

Mr. Brice.] As a matter of law, I take upon myself to say, that under 
the Swansea Act all vessels are liable to pilotage. Now in the Bristol Act^ 
section 9, it is enacted, that ^* all vessels sailing, navigating, or passing up 
and down the Bristol Channel to the eastward of Lundy Island, except 
coasting vessel; and Irish traders/' shall be liable to pilotage. Now if 
Swansea comes under the operation of this Act, then all Bristol coasters are 
exempt from pilotage by the operation of this 47th of Geoi^e the Third, 
and no bye-law can make them liable. Now, what is the ftict, that you 
propose the Act of George the Third to go back, as it were, and to make 
all vessels liable to pilotage. The effect of that would be, that our coasting 
vessels going inwards to Swansea will be liable under this new Bill, in the 
face of the provisions of the 47th of George the Third, to the highest rates 
payable by foreign vessels. That is my interpretation of this new act, sir, 
and I will stake what little reputation I may possess upon its accuracy. 

Captain Beechey.] Mr. Thomas admits it. 

Mr. Brice.] Then I ask whether it is fair that it should be done, and that 
they should repeal privileges now possessed. 

Mr. Thomas.] I hope, and indeed I am sure, that if I go to the Board of 
Trade with any improper request, they will not sanction it. 

Captain Beechey^ Mr. Brice says, that in his opinion your Bill will do a 
manifest injustice by all coasters being subjected to pilotage from which 
they are now exempt. 

Mr. Thomas.] I join issue with him there, and say they are liable to our 
rates. They are only exempt from Channel pilotage. 

Mr. Brice."] The Act makes us exempt from everything. We may have 
consented to pay your inward pilots^e, but we are not liable to it. 

Mr, Thomas.] This clause in your Act only has reference to the Bristol 
Channel. 

Captain Beechof.] And to all the creeks and ports in it to the eastward of 
Lundy Island. 

Mr. Thomas.] We are now fighting the question before the House of 
Commons, and you have seen the resolution of the Committee upon the 
subject. 

Mr. Brice.] I don't admit that, after all that was done behind my back. 

Mr. Thomas.] You are perfectly aware of all the circumstances under 
which that took place. 

Mr. Brice.] 1 shall not go into that matter. I say that I was satisfied 
with my success, and I left the case, and it was after I so left, that these 
proceedings took place. 

Mr. Thomas.] You were aware of the resolution when I saw you at the 
Board of Trade, and you approved of our clauses, subject to the rider you 
inserted, which gives the Board of Trade the most ample power over us. 

Captain Beechey.] The Board of Trade, you must be aware, cannot over- 
ride an Act of Parliament. I think, with respect to this matter, we have 
Mr. Brice's opinion of your Bill, which is that it may, as it stands, do a 
manifest injustice to the pilots and coasters of the port of Bristol. That is 
Mr. Brice's opinion ; I do not say it is mine. Now you admit that it is so 
if the Board of Trade does not interfere. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Thctnas.] We only propose to do what we are allowed to do by the «i April 1854. 
Bill, and to charge coasters as well as foreigners. 

Mr. jEJ. Drew.] Do I understand that you propose to charge for taking a 
vessel into the harbour, if a Bristol pilot is on board already ? 

Mr. Thomas.] I should say, as the legal adviser of the harbour trustees, 
most certainly not, as long as the Bristol pilot is on board. 

Mr. JE. Drew.] How is it under your present bye-laws? 

Mr. Thomas.] They are made on the supposition that Bristol pilots do 
not come up to the harbour. 

Mr. E. Drew.] But by your new Bill you would take away the power to 
come into the harbour. 

Mr. Thomas.] Our intention is to repeal that part of the 47th of George 
the Third which extends the jurisdiction of the Bristol pilots down as low as 
Lundy. 

Mr. E. Drew.] Now, as to a foreign -going vessel, what would you charge 
her? 

Mr. Thomas.] I cannot argue the question here, whether a foreign-going 
vessel or a coaster can be charged, or what we should charge them if we had 
the power. 

Captain Beechey.] Can a Bristol pilot take a vessel into Swansea if this 
Act of yours is passed ? 

Mr. Brice.] I say, no. If the 47th of George the Third is repealed 
quasi Swansea, a Bristol pilot would have no more power to go in there 
than he would have to go into Liverpool. 

Captain Beechey.] Then he may go as far as the Nash, and then take a 
pilot into Swansea. 

Mr. Thomas.] WhdX vessel ? 

Captain Beechey.] You don't understand me. If you take away the 
present jurisdiction, and extend your powers to the Nash, is a vessel to be 
there handed over to the Swansea pilot ? 

Mr. Thomas.] I should apprehend the Swansea pilot would enter the 
harbour. 

Captain Beechey.] Let me explain what I mean. The 47th of George 
the Third, chapter 33, extends the jurisdiction of the Bristol pilots to 
Lundy. You propose to repeal those powers as regards Swansea, and there- 
fore a vessel bound to Swansea must not be piloted by a Bristol pilot beyond 
the Holms. 

Mr. Thomas!] Yes, she may. 

Captain Beechey.] No, except by permission. The Bristol or Gloucester 
pilot must not go beyond the Holms if the vessel is going to Swansea. 

Mr. Thomas.] What is to prevent him ? 

Captain Beechey.] Your repealing the power of the pilot to demand 
pilotage. Suppose, for instance, she is a coaster requiring a pilot, he must 
not go beyond the Holms, because the captain is not bound to pay him. 

Mr. Brice.] Prior to the year 1807, the corporation of Bristol had a 
statutable right to appoint pilots to the Holms. The Act of 1807 extended 
that right to Lundy, and the trustees of the Swansea harbour are now seek- 
ing to repeal the powers then obtained. Our power to go to the Holms 
under these earlier statutes is therefore not affected. Every coasting vessel 
under these old Acts, the 11th and 12th of William and Mary for instance, 
had the same privileges which now exist, at least as far as the Holms ; 
but if the Swansea Bill passes, coasters will become liable to pilotage which 
they have never yet paid* 

286. F Mr. 
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fii April 1854. Mr, Thomas.'] I perfectly agree with Mr. Brice that it is our intention to 

make vessels take pilots into our harbour, but not into our bay, and although 
we charge 2/. 2s. 6d. for taking a vessel of 400 tons into the harbour, you 
will observe that the same vessel going out would only pay 10^. 

Captain Beechey.} But by the Bristol Act all coasters are now exempt. 

Mr. Thomas.^ I hardly aeree to that. I think they are only exempt 
from Bristol rates. Do they not pay at Cardiff? 

Mr. Brice.] That is by arrangement between the authorities of Bristol 
and Cardiff. 

Mr. E. Drew.] I can only say that if I sent a coaster to Cardiff, I should 
enforce the right of going up there without paying anything for pilotage. 

Mr. Brice.] I fear, sir, that by an oversight these objectionable clauses in 
the Swansea Bill may be passed sub siientio, or that I may not succeed in 
convincing the Board of Trade of their hardship, and therefore I am anxious 
to call your particular attention to the matter, and to ask you whether it is 
fair that we should have to fight such a question before the Board of Trade. 

Captain Beechey.] The Bill is still in the House, I believe, and you have 
heard the evidence which has come out now, which I think is a very proper 
matter 10 refer to the Select Committee of the House of Commons. 

Mr. JSnce.] Unfortunately the Bill has now passed through Committee, 
and I have now to go to the Lords with all the objections to it which I 
urged before the Commons. 

Mr. Thomas.] If you will refer, sir, to the bye-laws of the Bute docks, 
you will find it stated that by the consent of the corporation of Bristol — 

Captain Beechey.] Well, that is Bristol acting for itself ; it is quite another 
affair when you take it on yourselves to alter the present system. 

Mr. Thomas.] I will read it to show 

Mr. Bfice.] It is quite clear that by arrangement with Cardiff ihey do 
make pilotage charges, and that it forms a part of their bye-laws. It is as 
if we had established pilots for the River Avon, and those pilots were 
established by competent authority, which, I suppose, is not disputed. 

Mr. Thcmas.] But if the Bristol authorities will burden themselves with 
rates at Cardiff, why complain of having to pay the same or similar rates at 
Swansea ? 

Mr. Brice.] I say that we are not liable to any rates at all as to coasters 
or Irish traders. We don't pay these rates at any other port in the Channel, 
and we seek to be on the same footing at Swansea. We say also, that if 
there is to be any compulsory pilotage, it ought not to be at the mercy of 
the trustees of the Swansea Harbour, who deny that they themselves ought 
to pay any such imposts, and yet seek powers to enable them to inflict such 
charges upon others, and upon parties who are now totally exempt, 

Mr. £. Drew.] What would the charge be ? 

Mr. Thomas.] From 175 to 200 tons, the charge would be 155., and we 
say that is very low. 

Mr. Brice.] We object that it is too much to pay even a sixpence on our 
Irish and coasting trade. 

Mr. Thomas.] I think this subject should have been discussed at Swansea 
on the question of the Swansea pilotage rates, and not at Bristol, when we 
are considering the question of Bristol Channel pilotage. Mr. Brittan said 
yesterday that Members of Parliament were very ingenious in turning aside 
awkward questions by raising others, and I certainly think Mr. Brice has 
done so to-day. 

Captain Beech^.] Our object is to get at a fair and equitable basis for 
the pilotage of the Bristol Channel, and it is certainly a question if you 
are to extend your charges up to Nash on vessels which have never yet paid ; 

you 
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you are thereby doing a very important act, which does bear upon the sub- 21 April 1854. 

ject under inquiry, and which I think may very fairly be taken into con- 

sideration. 

Mr. Thomas.] Our trustees would not be so suicidal as to throw any 
burdens upon the coasting trade. 

Mr. BriceJ] We don't wish to give you the chance. 

Captain Beech^.'] Bridgwater is not exempt from channel pilotage, but 
it does not seek to extend its powers by a new Act as you do ; your Bill, if 
not prevented, would give you a power, by repealing this section of the 
Act of George the Third, which I don't think has before occurred to you. 

Mr. Thomas.^ No ; I admit that i^ has not occurred to me in the light 
in which Mr. Brice views it ; but I can say that we shall be happy to meet 
ihe case with the corporation of Bristol. 

Mr. Brice.} We want our coasting and Irish trades kept in the same 
position as they now are. 

Captain Beechey.] Have you any Swansea pilots here ? 

Mr. Thomas.] No. 

Captain Beech^.] Can you answer this question, whether, supposing 
you were to obtain such extensive limits as you seek, your pilots would 
qualify themselves to run up to Bristol or Kingroad ; do you think your 
pilots would qualify themselves to take a ship up to Kingroad ? 

Mr. Thomas.] I cannot sav^it has been done, but I have no hesitation in 
saying that the trustees would make it a requirement of the Swansea pilots ; 
they are men who are obliged to stay out in Swansea Harbour, and most of 
them have knocked about the Channel a good deal. 

Captain Beechey.^ You cannot answer the question, perhaps, as to their 
present qualifications ? 

Mr. Thomas.] No. 

Captain Beechey.] But you think there would be no opposition on the 
part of the Swansea Trustees, that their pilots should be qualified to run to 
any port in the Channel if they went out of the limits of your harbour, and 
had passed the examination of a general board, as to the navigation of the 
whole Channel? — No, I think not. 

Captain 5eecAey.] You are aware (hat in an estuary such as the Bristol 
Channel, if a master meet^ with a pilot only qualified to take him to New- 
port or Cardiff*, or Swansea, or any other particular port, very great incon- 
venience must arise, and that being the case, for the Swansea pilot to be 
qualified to take a vessel up to Kingroad or to Newport with safety, he 
should be subject to some examination as to his capacity to act as a 
general channel pilot. 

Mr. Thomas J] We should meet those requirements by having two classes 
of pilots, one generally qualified, and one confined to our own limits of the 
channel. 

Mr. Drew.] But the limits you propose at present, extend right across 
to Minehead. 

Mr. T^omasJ] I would have an inner and an outer limit. 

Captain Beech^.] In arranging a general system of pilotage, we must 
arrange for all vessels bound to any of the ports of the Channel above 
where they are found ; it would be inconvenient to find one pilot who could 
only take a vessel one way, and the only remedy which appears to me at 
present would be, to make all those pilots who cruise out of the middle of the 
Channel, qualified to take any vessel in ; at present, a master may avoid 
a pilot who could take him on if he sees two, one here and another there, 
beN[;ause the nearest one he makes for may be the one who is not able to 
take him ; now this would be obviated if they were all alike qualified, and 
had all passed an examination before some competent board. 
386. F 2 . Mr. 
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a» April 1854. Mr. E. Drew.] In point of fact they would then all be able to do what the 
Bristol pilots do now. 

Mr. Thomas.] But we are not to extend our pilots further westward than 
the Worm's Head. 

Mr. JB. Drew.] If your pilot meets a ship out there, such a pilot may take 
her on to Kingroad, if he is qualified, as I understand Captain Beechey; and 
if he is not qualified for the navigation he ought not to be out in that part of 
the ChanneL 

Mr. Thomas.] I fully understand it now, and I pledge myself, on the part 
of the Swansea trustees, that no such unqualified man shall be out there. 

Mr. Brice.] But all this is diametrically opposite to your Bill, which pro- 
vides that the Swansea trustees shall select the pilots, and satisfy themselves 
as to his skill and fitness for the office. How can they do that as to the navi- 
gation of the River Avon ? 

Mr. ITiomas.] Captain Beechey only referred to Kingroad. 

Mr. Brice.] All our pilots are qualified for it, and it is a most important 
part of the navigation. I would suggest that if the qualification of pilots were 
limited to Kingroad, Bristol would be subjected to ail the inconvenience and 
delay of a second pilotage, which forms the objection to the present system as 
respects some of tne other ports. 

Captain Beech^.'} Where are your present limits ? 

Mr. Brice.] Right up to the docks. % 

Mr. Thomas.] The case Mr. Brice suggests could only happen where a 
ship passed all the Bristol pilots. 

Mr. Brice.] Under your system the ship would take the first pilot who 
came on board, and he brings her up to Kingroad, and there she may have 
to lay for several tides, if she is a large ship, and he is not qualified to take 
her up the river. 

Mr. Thomas.] That could only arise when your own men lost the ship. 

Captain Beech^.] Now as to your pilot-boats ; did I ask you about 
them yesterday ? 

Mr. Thomas.] Yes. 

Captain Beechey.] Your pilot-boats, if they are to go out to Minehead, 
must be prepared to go out in all weathers. 

Mr. Thomas.] We shall be perfectly prepared to go out. 

Mr. E. Drew.] We have heard of a pilot skiff of 36 tons not being 
sufficient to contend with the sea, and yet you say that your boats of 
10 tons are. 

Mr. Thomas.^ They would be made equal to what is required. 

Captain Beechey.] Do you object, in your supply of boats, to make them 
as it were subservient to the Bristol Channel pilots ; that is, if you take a 
pilot out, would you furnish him with accommodation ? 

Mr. Thomas.l Yes, upon the " give and take" principle. 

Captain Beechey.^ If you met a vessel with a Bristol pilot on board, 
id the master wants to get rid of him, will your boats go and take 
moff? 

Mr. Thomas.^ Yes, on a certain amount being paid, or on the " give and 
ke'' principle. 

Captain Beechey.^ If there were d fee for the use of the boat, you don't 
ink there would be any objection to that ? 

Mr. Thomas.^ None at all. 

Mr. E. Drew.'] The Bristol boats are always at the end of the ship. 

Captain 
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Captain Beechey.] Suppose the Trinity Board had the arrangement of this at April 1854, 

matter, and there was a complaint of 20 or 30 boats remaining at Pill, 

while they ought to be at Lundy Island ; suppose this central authority 
should say, you must have a larger class of boats to remedy this evil, now 
if that should be so ordered (I am only speaking on a supposition), and these 
other boats should not go beyond a certain distance, but the larger ones 
should be stationed at Tenby, or some other convenient place in the Channel, 
vou would require a larger number of men, and a larger description of 
Doats? 

Mr. E. Drew J] Yes ; but I was speaking of our present plan. 

Captain Beechey,] Exactly so ; but the complaint is now that the boats 
remain at Pill, instead of at Lundy, because they cannot always get 
down there. — (To Mr. Thomas.) Do you think that any such general arrange- 
ment, with respect to Swansea, would be objected to ? 

Mr. Thomas.] Not at all. 

Captain Robert Mayne^ Examined by Mr. Thomas. 

371. I BELIEVE you have sailed from Swansea for some years? — Yes. 

372. You have commanded vessels sailing up the Channel from Limerick and 
Bidefordr— Yes. 

373. Are you acquainted with the Channel, and particularly the portion west 
of Swansea Bay ? — ^Yes. 

374. Is it your opinion that the approaches to Swansea require the assistance 
of Channel pilotage ? — No. 

375. Are you resident at Swansea now ? — Yes. 

376. Are you a shipowner?— Yes, on a small scale. 

377* Do you consider that Swansea possesses greater natural advantages in its 
approaches and in its entrances than the other ports of the Channel ; that is, is it 
more approachable than the other ports ? — It is more approachable than the ports 
further up, or more eastward. 

378. In your opinion, would the masters of foreign vessels have any diffi- 
culty in making Swansea Bay ? — I should think not in ordinary weather. 

Captain Beechey.] Let me know what Swansea Bay is ? 

Mr. Thomas.] The point from the Mumbles Head to the Scarweathers. 



Captain Mayne's Examination resumed by Mr. Thomas. 

379. Then you don't think the masters of foreign vessels would have any 
difficulty in making Swansea Bay ? — 1 think not. 

380. From conversations and communications you have had with the 
merchants and shipowners of Swansea, is it the opinion that the Channel pilotage 
is essential to the Swansea interests ? — Generally not, I believe. I think the 
owners object to their ships having to do with the Channel pilots, on the ground 
of their services being unnecessary. 

Mr. Thomas.] 1 don't wish to put any other questions to this witness. I 
shall, however, examine other witnesses as to what he could substantiate, 
but not more. 

Mr. Brice (to Captain Migfne).] Are you aware on what class of vessels 
pilotage is now levied at Swansea ; has it been customary to levy pilotage 
from Limerick inwards in the port of Swansea ? 

Mr. Thomas.] He has not commanded any vessels into Swansea. He has 
commanded a vessel belonging to Limerick, ai^d another to Bideford. 

Mr. Brice.] Read his evidence as to that ; or I will assume the case of a 
vessel trading from Limerick to Swansea^ and ask him what is the custom as 
to inward pilotage. 

1I6. F 3 Captain 
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a I April 1854. Captain Mayne.] It is like all other vessels, 

Mr. Brice.] Do yon know what is the practice as to a vessel from Bristol 
to Swansea ; does she pay any pilotage ? 

Mr. ThomasJ] I admitted all this, and that they do not now pay pilotage, 
two hours ago, 

Mr. Brice.^ Very well ; then I will not carry the matter any farther* 



Captain Mayne^ Examined by Captain Beechey. 

381. You think it unnecessary to have a pilot outside the Mumbles? — 
Yes. 

382. And that any master can bring his vessel up to the Scarweather in any 
weather? — Yes. 

383. And that any compulsory pilotage beyond that would be a hardship? 
—Yes. 

Re-examined by Mr. Thomas. 

384. I think you have commanded vessels from the Mediterranean up die 
Bristol Channel ? — ^Yes. 

385. Do you know whether they were boarded by Bristol pilots or not ? — 
I don't remember ; it is many years ago. 

Mr. Thomas,'] I think, sir» that I shall not now call any more witnesses^ 
and that closes my case. 

iniliam Matthews^ junior, recalled ; and Examined by Captain Beech^. 

386. WHEN you take any ships up to Gloucester, from Kingroad, and you 
can't move up to Sharpness, where do you move up to ? — ^At Northwick. 

387. But you would be aground there ? — ^No ; we come a little below, at 
Aust Road. We don't lie there in the winter time, and sometimes we take the 
ships back to Kingroad. 

388. When you have passed the Shoots at flood-tide, to bring up at North- 
wick, is there any difficulty in that? — No. 

389. Is there a good anchorage ? — No, there is no anchorage. We only lie 

there for a tide, and then we take them back to Kingroad, if we can't get on. 

390. In this statement, which is signed by yourself, you say, with respect to 
Aust, the pilots unanimously express their opinion, that ^* it is quite impossible 
that Channel pilots should bring a vessel as far as Aust." Now that is the 
place where you speak of bringing ships to anchor? — ^We only go there for a 
tide, and should not go there in bad weather. 

391 . But you say it is quite impossible to get alongside there ? — ^Yes, it is at 
Northwick. 

392. That is the place you allude to as Aust Roads? — Yes. 

393. Do you mean to state that vessels are not lying there frona one spring 

tide to another ? — No, I don't recollect. I know I have never done it. 

394. How long did I lay off the shore with you ? — I think it was two or three 
days I was with you. 

395. Is that the place you mean ? — Yes. 

396. Supposing it should be found desirable that the Gloucester pilots should 
go below the Holms, do you think they would qualify themselves for the general 
pilotage of the Channel ? — I don't think they are capable of that at the present 
time. 

397. You don't think they are qualified with their present knowledge ? 
—No. 

398. Do you think that they could qualify themselves, and that the Bristol pilots 
could qualify themselves for Gloucester ?-^Yes, I think so ; but it would take a 
good deal of time to do it. 

399* But you think both those thin^ are practicable? — Yes. 
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y[T. Clegram.'] Will you ask him, Captain Beechey, how frequently he si AprH id64- 

consideiB 1% necessary to navigate between the Severn and Kingroad to make - — ■ » 

himself qualified as a pilot? 

Captain BeecheyJ] We have done that ; and he said the Channel was 
shifting frequently, and how often it was necessary to visit the tides. 

Mr. Clegram.] It was merely with reference to the last question you put 
to the witness that I wished to ask him, supposing all the Bristol pilots were 
qualified to go to all the ports in the Channel, including Gloucester, how 
often they ought to pass up the Severn ? 

Captain BeechejfJ\ Put the question to him. 

400. (By Mr. Clegram.) How frequently do you consider it would be neces- 
sary for a pilot, to be fiiUy acquainted with the navigation, to pass up the Severn ? 
— Twice a month, at low water. 

Captain Beechey.] You do not mean every neap, but every spring tide. 

Matthews.'] No, I mean the neap tide. 

Captain Beechey.] You are right. It is an anomaly in your river, and I 
recollect it now. 

Mr. James Knapp, Sub-commissioner of Pilotage for Newport, put in the 
Newport Harbour Act of 1836, and then said, " As we appear here, sir, without 
the assistance of any legal gentleman, I trust you will extend your indulgence 
to us in the remarks I shall have to make. The people of Newport have 
for a considerable time felt great dissatisfaction with the present system 
of pilotage in the Bristol Channel. The first cause of that dissatisfaction is, 
tliat Newport is a place of rising importance^ and has already attained to 
considerable eminence in the commercial world. The trade of the port is 
very considerable, as I shall show you, by giving the number of vessels 
trading there, and the amount of tonnage. There is, therefore, an unwilling- 
ness on the part of the authorities of Newport and the vicinity to be kept 
any longer in leading-strings, and they think that they are entitled to the 
government of their own pilots. We think also that there is an objection 
to the present system, both on account of the increased expense, and the 
delay occasioned by being required to take a Newport pilot first, and then 
to change for a Bristol pilot. We have a body of 20 pilots, with a district 
extending from Red wick Pill to Rumney River. As a body, they are very 
efficient, and are generally well occupied. They cruise constantly as far as 
Lundy, and often further westward. As things are now, with two distinct 
orders of pilots, we feel that there is a very great delay of ships bound from 
Newport outwards, and a great increase of expense. For instance, if a ship 
leaves Newport late in the evening, by the time she gets to the Holms it is 
dark, and not a proper time to wait for a pilot at all tides, so that the master 
is not able to bring his ship to an anchor to get a Bristol pilot on board. 
We think, therefore, that if the Newport pilotage were under the manage- 
ment of Newport people, there would be a very considerable reduction in 
the charges for river and Channel pilotage. At present, we often consider it 
a very great hardship to pay for the services of the Bristol Channel pilots, 
especially when many times they are not required. We have Remedies for 
this state of things, which we propose ; but I am not prepared to name them 
here ; but I may say generally, that we are of opinion that the present 
system might be changed, and the entire commercial community thereby 
very much benefited. We should have been prepared with facts and 
figures in support of our views, if we had had a little more time given us 
for the purpose ; but the statement I have now made, I am quite satisfied^ 
can be sufficiently proved.'* 

Captain Beech^.] Will you state your remedy ? 
a86. F 4 Mr. 
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«i April 1854. Mr. Knapp.'] The principal would be to give the Newport pilots the 

privilege to board as far as Lundy ; the same privilege, iu fact, that the 

Bristol pilots now enjoy. 

401. (By Captain jB^ecAey.)] ^o you mean them to qualify for it? — 
Certainly, sir. Many of them could pass now. We also think that in the present 
times of competition and of free trade this alteration is demanded. It is the 
opinion of many who are well acquainted with the Channel that pilotage from 
Lundy to the Holms should not be compulsory, because it is not so in many 
other parts even more intricate, as for instance, through the Straits of Dover. 

402. Do you mean to say, that pilotage is optional through the Straits of 
Dover? — 1 presume it is; I have been through them, and never had a demand 
made upon me. I have been many times up the English Channel, and found it 
subject to fogs, which the Bristol Channel never is. It is much clearer there, 
and we have a bold highland, to which a master may have his ship almost as 
close as he pleases ; and I think the masters are generally quite competent to 
take their vessels up as far as the Holms. Our pilots are quite competent, and 
would go out even to get the first chance, if it was left open to competition. 
I think we can bring sufficient proof that with outward bound ships, the ship- 
master leaving the Holms with a fair wind, would put the pilot out there, and 
pay the full money, rather than take him down the Channel, and take his chance 
of landing him. 

403. Is he not at liberty to do so now ? — Yes. 

404. Then where is the hardship? — It is in paying the man the full pilotage 
down to Lundy if you are going out ; but if you are coming in, you only pay 
him from where you take him on board. 

405. I suppose that is the case at Liverpool. You would rather discharge at 
Bell buoy than at Lynas ? — That is not exactly the case. 

406. How would it be if the weather was thick and dirty? — The question is, 
whether we are to have a monopoly or to do away with it. 

407. But if you do away with compulsory pilotage, could you keep men down 
there when they are required ? — We know enough to be able to show that men 
will cruise for their own benefit. When the weather is bad, it is very rare to get 
hold of a Channel pilot down there. I can state cases where vessels have come 
up to Kingroad without a pilot. 

408. You must go a little further and propose a remedy, part of which must go 
to make up a revenue, or the pilots will not be paid ? — So far as the Newport 
pilots are concerned, — we do not speak to the disparagement of the Bristol 
pilots, — but we have now 20 pilots, and I think that if we had 30, they would 
earn as much as they do now. 

409. As much as they do now? — Yes. I think that as our own men now get 
a very handsome livelihood, if there were more of them, those who exerted them- 
selves most would fare the best. 

41 0. Can you mention what they do get at present r — Would it be prudent, sir? 

41 1 . You are bound to do it to the Board of Trade. — Well, they get from 100/. 
to 300/. a year, besides distance money. 

412. Have you not got the return with you? — No, we have not had time to 
make it out. 

413. There was an order made for such returns in September last ? — I believe 
those returns are sent up monthly 10 the Board of Trade. We are satisfied that 
our pilots earn a good livelihood. 

414. And you think an increased staff of pilots would be equally remunerative ? 
— 1 think that we should have more, and not less. We have already increased 
our pilots from 15 to 20, and we find that their earnings are not diminished. 

415. Then, if the remuneration is so handsome, you could afford to reduce 
your rates a little ? — Yes, if the trade of the place were extended. 

416. But if they are now overpaid, you could as you are ? — I don't say that. 
I will not say that 500 /. a year is too much for a man who risks his life to earn 
it. The plan I should recommend for Newport is to have the pilotage compul- 
sory as far as the Holms. 

417. What do you mean by that ? — From Newport river to the Holms. Let 
other ports stand upon their own uierits, and from the Holms to Lundy let us 
have it arranged by stages, as it is at present, with regular charges, but make it 

optional 
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optional with the masters whether they will take a pilot or not. And if other st April 1854* 
ports did the same, I would say, if a Bristol pilot comes on board a Newport ■ 

vessel, be should pilot her till he was superseded by a Newport man, and vice 
versa. 

418. That would apply to all the ports in the Channel ? — ^Yes, it is generally 
done now. Newport men often get hold of Bristol ships and take them up to 
Kingroad. 

419. Suppose we apply that rule to Swansea, for instance. From the outer 
pilotage of Lundy to Swansea is 1 /., and two guineas from there to the docks ? 
— ^I should think Swansea was so far to the westward that she did not want any 
pilots at all. 

420. But you are going to give the distance money to the man who has been 
looking out, and the Swansea pilot is to have 2 /. 2 ^., while the outer man gets 
10*. or 1 /. ; now apply that to Newport, what is the distance, money down, to 
the Holms ? — ^The pilots are paid extra by the masters. 

421. Have vou got your bye-laws with you? — No. I have got the scale of 
charges, but tnere is nothing about distance money. The extra pilotage between 
Bumney River and the Holms is a matter of private arrangement between the 
pilot and the captain. We have no power beyond the Rumney River. 

422. You have no distance money then, in fact ? — No ; if a pilot performs 
extra lahour, he expects the captain to pay him for it. 

423. Then your pilotage within your limits is the same all the way up? — Oh 
no ; from Newport to PwUgwenlly, and from Newport or Pwllgwenlly to Rum- 
ney River; from Newport to Pwllgwenlly is merely moving a vessel in the 
river, and a pilot may go from Pwllgwenlly to Penarth or Kingroad, provided 
no Bristol pilot offers. 

424. You can go down from Penarth, I see, at 2^. Scf. a foot for coasters, and 
foreign vessels, 3*. ; from Rumney River, 2^. 6rf. ; and you have 3^. a foot for 
outer pilotage from Rumney. According to that, the outer man will have 6rf. a 
foot till he is superseded ; is that the fact ? — No ; is it to be supposed if a 
Bristol pilot was lying between Redwick Pill and the Holms district, that he 
will get out of his boat when a Newport pilot U in attendance ; I should say, if 
he did, 7^. Qd. was as much as he earned. 

425. 'ihat is not the case; if a Bristol pilot takes up to Rumney, and there a 
Newport pilot just comes up, he must give up charge, and he has Qd. afoot, 
while the other man gets 2«. a foot for his labour ; is not that the operation of 
your law? — No, I think not ; the roles, however, would be revised if we had an 
alteration of the system. 

426. I am not speaking of any alteration, but of what is the case now? — I 
think if the plan you have suggested was carried out, a new scale of terms 
would be wanted to meet the case ; and that is a subject requiring a great deal 
of consideration. 

427. Then those bye-laws that you now have would not meet the case ? — Oh 
no, not at alL 

428. Are coasters free with regard to you port? — ^The captains have the 
privilege of going up and down without a pilot ; but we have a great many 
neavy iron vessels, and they either take a pilot, or what is termed a hobbler, 
but coasters are exempt entirely by the Act. I find it is optional with them, 
but if they take a pilot, they must take a licensed pilot. 

429. How are steamers ? — They come under the denomination of coasters, 
I apprehend. We have several steamers trading between Newport and White- 
haven with iron ore. 

430. With regard to vessels towed by steam, do they pay pilotage the same 
as other vessels ? — Yes, the same as other vessels. 

431. Have you stated the whole of your remedies ? — ^Yes. 

Mr. Brice^ You will allow me to observe, sir, that the 47th of George 3d 
is the Act which confers the exemption on coasters and Irish traders, and 
that that Act of Parliament is retained in its integrity in the Newport Act. 

Mr. Thomas.'] Is it in consequence of that Act that coasters are free ? 
Mr. Knapp^ The reason why I cannot say ; the cause why I do not 
know. 

Captain Beechey.] I observe your bye-laws do not exempt the coasters, 

and your Act says nothing about them, and therefore they would have to 

286. ^ G pay 
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«i April i«54* pay were it not for tbe Act under which th^ piloti^e was before regulated. 

Your plan, as I understand it, would be to let the Newport pilots go down 
the Chani^ as far as they pleased, or perhaps you will state what it is/ 

Mr. Knapp.^ I should like to know what my position is with regard to 
the evidence I am giving. 

Captain Beechey.l You are stating what you consider to be the grievances 
of your port, and i ask you to point out some remedy^ so as to enlighten 
die upon tbe subject. You say you think the number c^ your pilots might 
be increased^ and that they are competent to the navigation of the wlmle 
Channel. 

Mr. KnappJ] I think that some of the number would be ; but if we had 
a reorganisation of the system, they would not be all put down as first- 
class pilots. 

Captain Beeckey.] Then I will say that you thiuK some of them would 
soon qualify for the pilotage of the whole Channel if required ; that you 
think the pilotage might be reduced in consequence of such a system ; and 
that some other arrangements might be made for the necessities of the 
Channel. One part of them would be to provide for the outer pilotage of 
ships bound to your ports, such as foreigners and others who require pilots ; 
and I ask you, what do you propose to do with respect to them ? 

Mr. Knapp.'] I will just preface my answer with the expression of my 
opinion of the Bristol Channel, and that is» that the navigation is not of 
that intricate and dangerous nature as to make it compulsory on masters of 
vessels to take pilots at the present day. Masters are now expected to be 
competent to take their vessels into any port about the English coasts. 

Captain Beech^.l Where do you find them ? 

Mr. Knapp.l Their examination goes to prove that they are competent under 
extraordinary circumstances ; and we must admit that there is a very great 
improvement in the masters of vessels now, compared vrith what they were 
20 or 40 years ago. We therefore consider that the navigation in the Bristol 
Channel is not of that nature as to justify compulsory pilotage. We ask 
for the Newport pilots to be allowed to go as far as Lundy, or further, and 
to have a regulated scale of charges, it being compulsory only to take a pilot 
fVom Newport to the Holms, and the Holms to Newport, and it being left 
to the master to decide whether he will take him beyond or not. I am of 
opinion, from what our present pilots do, although their district only extends 
to the llunaney River, that they would continue to go as tliey now do to 
Lundy for their own emolument, and that they would go as far west as it is 
at all needful. 

Captain Beecheg/.] Do you think it necessary that strangers should have a 
pilot coming up the Bristol Channel P 

Mr. Knapp.] The majority would take them, I think, if they could get 
them at Lundy. There are a great many vessels coming to Newport and 
Cardiff from London, and in many cases they take men with them called 
pilots, who understand the coasts very wdl. If they get into the Bristol 
Channel, and a pilot speaks them, they are then superseded. But if all 
this were thrown open to competition the commerce of the country would 
be invigorated in a very great degree. You could then take a man to the 
Holms, or as far as he might be required ; and, as there is now competition 
in all things, I don't see wliy pilots should be shielded from it more than 
any other class of tradesmen. 

432. Would you object to the Channel pilots taking vessds up the river to 
Newport ? — I think so. 

433. Why? — ^You would annihilate and destroy the present pilots. You 
must draw some line, and our noble river requires some knowledge to navigate 
it ; a man might be able to bring a line*of-batde ship up to tbe Downs, and yet 
not be able to come up our river. 

434. I understood you to say that, as we had free trade, there ought to be free 
trade in pilotage ? — ^No» I say it takes distinct men for distinct motk ; and as it 

takes 



Digitized by 



Google 



relative to the NAVIGATION of the BRISTOL CHANNEL. 51 

takes a distinct man to make a coat, or to make a shoe, so it takes a distinct class <' ^f^ ^^M* 
of men to come up the River Usk from those who navigate the Channel. 

435. If a man can take a vessel up to Newport, and be is asked to go roand 
there, why should he not do it if he feels competent ?-^I think, sir, you name 
a case that would very seldom happen ; because there are sets which vary in all 
large rivers, and a man requires to feel himself at home in them. 

436. I am putting the case of a man who is competent ? — ^Your argument is, 
if a man is competent to take a ship up to Newport, why should he not do it. I 
think you are stating an improbable case. I think it would not be justice to the 
men who fit their boats, and so forth, to deprive them of vessels coming to their 
river. 

437. Now I understand you ; how far would you carry that plan of allowing 
your men to go out ? — As far as the Holms. 

438. Why should you not down to Barry?— I do not think it is wanted 
there. 

439. If a man was afraid to pass Barry up the Channel, he would take the first 
pilot, would he not? — But there must be a system, and we contend the present 
system is injurious to the trade of Newport, and the commerce of the country in 
general ; that is the ground we take. 

440. Now you think your pilots may take vessels over to Kingroad, if they do 
Bot meet with a Bristol pilot ; I suppose, by the same rule, Bristol pilots may go 
to Newport, if they do not meet with a Newport pilot ?— Yes, if they are not 
superseded. 

44a. You do not object to it as an encroachment? — No ; I know of one case in 
10 years, where a Bristol pilot has come up our river. 

442. Are your pilots authorised to supersede in any part of the river? — Yes. 

443. In that case where do they take Uie pilotage from ?— According to a scale. 
If the Newport pilot takes the vessel at the mouth of the river he would claim 
from that point, and the Bristol Channel pilot would have the pilotage for the 
distance which he had come. 

444. What class of vessels are your pilot-boats ? — ^WoU, they are sloops or 
cutters. 

445. And the tonnage r — I cannot speak positively to that; I should think 
they are from ] 5 to 20 tons ; they are deck boats, many of them. 

446. Capable of keeping the sea ? — Oh, yes. 

447. How far down ?— Down as far as Lundy. 

448. Do they go there now? — Yes, in all weathers; they go down, and will 
keep out till they find a ship. 

449. Do they board her if they do find one? — Yes ; the Bristol Channel pilots 
supersede them sometimes. 

450. Have you an order to have a pilot-flag flyii^ when a pilot is on board } 
— Yes ; and, as far as my opinion goes, that order is carried out. 

451. How many of these pilot-boats have you ? — There are 20 in all, but not 
all of one class. 

452. Give me a tist of bow many are able to keep tlje sea oflf Lundy ? — I 
will. 

453. When the ships go out do they take these boats with them ? — Yes ; each 
pilot has hi^ own boat, asKi takes it with him. 

454. If you have 30 ships going out, and only 20 boats to go with them, 
what then r — Twenty large ships would be a large numbei for Newport at one 

Ude. 

455. I understand you, then, that there should be sueh an arrangement that 
the pilot should be remunerated for his labjour^ and that if it is necessary to keep 
an establishment off Lundy, to pick up strangers who may desire to come up to 
your port with a pilot, it would pay the men to keep it up. Explain what you 
mean r — Will you have the goodness to repeat the question r 

456. There are vessels coming to your port which do not like to enter without 
a pilot, and to whom it would be an inconvenience to be kept boxing about the 
Channel tiU you sent a pilot down to them ; that being the case, it is necessary 
to keep pilots off Lundy Island for such vessels, whenever they come? — I don t 
think it necessary at all to keep up such an establishment, because with aa 
increased number of pilots there never can be a time when ships could be kept 
to sea without pilots offering for them. We have men who are very emulous in 
their trade as pilots, 
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81 April 1854, 457. That is because you have a cornpulsor}'^ pilotage ? — No. 

458, But the Bristol pilotage is? — Yes; but 1 think our men, who are not 

compulsory, do as well, 

459. Do you mean to say you have a sufficient number of pilots at present? 
— No. I think we should alter the number, and have boats kept off Lundy, 
and with that privilege we could submit to a very material reduction in 
charge. 

460. Where would be tlie difference in that plan, and taking a Bristol pilot 
off Lundy ? — There may be the loss of a tide if I take a Bristol pilot and run up 
to Newport, because he does not feel so much interest in getting up as a New- 
port man, and therefore a Bristol pilot brings his ship to, and waits till the 
Newport pilot comes to take her up the river ; whereas, if the Newport pilot was 
off Lundy, he would bring her up into the river at once. 

461. Do you intend to increase your rates at all, if the pilot boats go down 
to Lundy? — Certainly I should think thev would be entitled to more than 
they get at the Holms. We would diminish it to the Holms, but increase it 
to Lundy. 

462. You said you thought all your pilots might not be qualified for the 
outer pilotage ; don't you think it would be as advantageous that the Bristol 
pilots should qualify for Newport^ so thai your vessels would not then suffer the 
detention you speak of; would not that be equal to all the exigencies of New- 
port? — Do I undei'stand you to say that the Corporation of Bristol pilots should 
become residents of Newport? I have no objection to that, but if you mean that 
the Pill men should have the privilege of taking a ship up to Newport^ I say 
No ; it is giving them too much of the advantage. 

463. What I say is this : Is not an establishment, such as that of the Bristol 
pilots already at Lundy Island necessary, and could not that establishment be 
made perfect by the pilots qualifying for Newport river, or there being a new 
establishment created ? — I think not. I think it best to have every port separate 
and distinct. If Newport men are confined to Newport, they get more know- 
ledge of their own part of the Channel. 

464. Then I understand you would have each port of the Bristol Channel to 
have its own pilots down at Lundy Island, to pick up its own vessels? — I must 
return, I think, to my former position, which is, that I would have the pilotage 
compulsory only as far as the Holms. 

405. You will see my desire, it is only to obtain information ; you have pro- 
posed a remedy for the present state of things, and I am wanting to see how it 
will work ; I am putting the hypothetical instance, that if Newport has her own 
pilot boats at Lundy, Cardiff and Bridgewater will require the same, and so 
will Bristol and Gloucester; we shall then have five or six different pilots, 
each with his flag up, and hailing vessels ; that being the case, does it not 
seem to you an inconvenience to ships coming at night to see six or seven 
boats, out of which the master is to find the right pilot for the port he wants to 
make ? — ^Well, sir, so far as the derangement caused by having a great number 
of boats, that must be borne with, as off Cowes in the fishing season ; but I 
should not think there would ever be a time at Lundy when there would be so 
many lights as to bewilder a man. 

406. Not to bewilder him, but will he find the man he wants ; would it not 
be necessary not to have too many pilots, that is, more pilots than there would 
be work to find for them ? — I should say, let every port stand on its own merits ; 
we know what is required for Newport ; let the Newport boats have a distinct 
light or signal from the others, and I apprehend there would be no difficulty in 
the matter, and that a man would rather see three pilot boats, if he wanted a 
pilot, than none at all. 

467. If such a general arrangement as I have spoken of were to take place, 
would you qualify all your pilots for the outer Channel ? — Yes. 

468. Then it would be necessary to have the pilotage of the whole Channel 
limited, that is, that the number of pilots should not be so increased as to 
fritter away the pilotage; will you object to a general system, limiting the 
pilots of the local ports, so that all the number engaged in the Bristol Channel 
shall not exceed the trade of the Bristol Channel, and whenever Newport, for 
instance, wishes to increase the number, it must be by a vacancy? — According 
to the present system, if we think more pilots are required, we make an applica- 
tion to the Trinity House, and we give our reasons for the application ; I think, 
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under general circumstances, this is the best plan, and that it should still remain 
Avith the Trinity House, who will only appoint on the recommendation of 
persons capable of judging of the requirements of the port ; I therefore still think 
that a separate system for each port would be better than a general system. 

469. I thought you were advocating a general system ? — No ; I say this, that 
the Commissioners at Newport should examine their own pilots for the service, 
and that Cardiff and Gloucester, and the other ports, should do the same. 

470. I was not speaking about who was to examine them, but if all the 
pilotage authorities are to appoint as many pilots as they like, and they all go 
down to Lundy, it is quite clear that there might be such a number, that the pilot- 
age would be unnecessarily frittered away ? — I think there should be a general 
system of rates of pilotage from Lundy to the Holms, and from that point to the other 
ports, a scale which they should settle among themselves ; I think there should 
be a oeneral rate to the Holms, but for other purposes, let the working of each 
individual port be left to itself; I should like to correct an observation I made 
as to the earnings of our pilots being from 100 /. to 300 /., as there are many 
sources of income which would not be included in the amount in which I, as a 
sharebroker, have made my calculation. It can, however, be ascertained with 
■certainty from the official documents which I will send up. As to the amount of 
tonnage entering, and departing from our port, I have a return for the year 
ending the 6th January last, which I will resid : — 



31 April 1854* 



Foreign Vessels inwards, with Cargoes 
Ditto, in Ballast - . *- - 
Ditto, outwards, with Cargoes - 
Coasting Vessels inwards, with Cargoes 
Ditto, in Ballast - - - - 
Ditto, outwards, with Cargoes - 



NUMBER 
OF 

VESSELS. 



125 
94 

708 
1,779 
5,196 
6,975 



TONNAGE. 



20,939 

31,023 
211,769 
107,461 
327,809 
435,270 



Bill of Entry Office, Customs, Newport, 
19 April 1854. 



M* Brewer f 

Deputy Patentee. 



I think it fair to add, altliough I do not know what has passed previously, 
that the exports of Bristol are largely indebted to Newport and Cardiff, as 
a great many of the vessels would come to us if we had dock-room for them. 
It is also well to know that our dock is being extended to meet our growing 
trade. Newport, sir, cannot be kept under any longer; she cannot remain 
^s she is ; she is of too much importance to remain as she is. 

471. As to coasting vessels, are the exports included in the returns you have 
read? — No; I have only the Custom-house return, obtained from the patentee. 
Captain Foot, the dock-master of Newport, is here, and he can speak to the 
competency of our pilots ; there are also several of the Harbour Commissioners, 
i^ho are intimately acquainted with the subject ; and also Mr. Webb, a very 
large shipowner, and a man of great experience. 

Mr. BnceJ] I submit, sir, that what we have heard from this gentleman 
amounts to something more than the remarks of the Sub-commissioners of 
Newport. He has given us something more than a mere statement, and 
has gone into evidence with respect to the number of pilots, the capability 
of their boats, their management, their dues, their receipts, and various other 
matters, which, if not evidence, is nothing. The gentleman now proposes 
to call evidence as to the competency of the Newport pilots, and the gentle- 
men who are to give that evidence have been present during the whole of 
the statement whicli we have listened to, and which they are to confirm. 
Now, sir, as that is precisely the kind of evidence which the haven-master 
a9>6. "03 of 
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ax April 1^4. of Bristol would have given, and you have thought proper to exclude 

r-rrtr- him ffom the room, I therefore beg to ask whether you intend to take 

this matter as evidence; if not, I shall not say another word; but if you do, 
then I submit tliat the rule which excluded Captain Drew would apply to 
these gentlemen, and would render their evidence inadmissible. 

Captain Beech^J] These gentlemen are Sub-commissioners of Newport ; 
they are at liberty to state their grievances, and if I ask them what is their 
remedy, I don't consider them in the light of witnesses who are called to 
give particular evidence, I shall be very sorry to do anything that is not 
perfectly just, or anything that may even appear like injustice ; but if such 
objections as that now taken are to prevail, it would be difficult to decide 
where we should stop, or who would be admitted to be present at this in- 
quiry. I think there is a great deal of diflference between the Sub- 
commissioners of Newport coming over and stating their views to me, and a 
person being present who is to be called to support particular opinions as 
to the navigation of the Channel and other points. These gentlemen have 
been invit^ to be here, and if I were to exclude them I should possibly 
deprive myself of a great deal of information which I should like to have. 

Mr. BriceJ] I don*t ask you to do that ; I only want to know whether 
the rule is still to be applied to Captain Drew, whose attendance I wish to 
have to assist me in the case. 

Mr. H. Brittan,'] With the greatest respect, sir, I beg to say for my 
clients, that their case is the same as that put by Mr. Brice, and I ask for 
Captain Drew's presence 'on the same grounds. We do not put it, sir, as 
an act of indulgence ; but the exclusion of Captain Drew seems to 
me to cast an imputation upon him as the haven-master of Bristol, as 
though he would shape his evidence contrary to the truth in consequence of 
anything which he might bear in this room. The haven-master, I appre- 
hend, if called as a witness, would be called precisely in the same manner 
as it is proposed now to call these gentlemen ; and I need not remind you, 
sir, that there is a great deal of difference between calling a witness who is 
to speak to what is matter of opinion, and one who is to speak as to matters 
of fact. 

Captain Beechey.'] I can only say, with respect to Mr. Drew, that I never 
imputed to him that he could be influenced by anything which could be 
S9id here, and I am very sorry that you have even hinted at such a 
possibility. I intimated at first ihat if any of these gentlemen were to be 
called as witnesses, I had laid down a rule that witnesses were to be out of 
court. If Mr. Drew had been a Sub-commissioner of Pilotage, I do not 
say that he would have been excluded ; but I must also say, that if the 
gentlemen of the law who are here, are to persist in ofiering technical 
objections to the course which I think proper to pursue, I shall feel obliged 
tp exclude them. I have hitherto made this quite an open court, and have 
been glad to allow all parties to meet me, and to hear what is going on ; but 
I must have it understood that I am not bound to admit gentlemen of the 
law to interpose legal objections to an inqtiiry in which 1 am desirous of 
obtaining all the information I can, and in the most efficient manner. If it 
is considered that the Sub-commissioners of Newport are here in the light 
of witnesses, they ought not to have been present after the intimation 
I gave to Mr. Knapp ; and if any of the Bristol Commissioners are here, 
and they intend to give evidence, the same remark will apply to them. 

Mr. Alderman Barrow.] The Corporation of Bristol, and the Society of 
Merchant Venturers, are represented here by deputations, and also by their 
solicitor. 

Captain Beechey.] What is Mr. Brice ? 

Mr. Brice.} Sir, X have the honour to be the solicitor to the Corporation 
of Bristol, and I also have the honour to be a member of the Society of 
Merchant Venturers. I do, therefore, by accident happen to be here in a 
double capacity ; as a member of the Society of Merchant Venturers, and 
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as the solicitor to the Corporation of Bristol, both which bodies have n Apifl 1854. 
entrusted their mterests to me in this inquiry. 

Captain Seechey.] Well, if these gentlemen are here as witnesses, I have 
not the slightest desire to examine them. I leave it to you (Mr. Knapp) 
to call them or not, as you think fit. 

Mr. H. Brittan.] I think they should be in the other room. 

Mr. Knapp rose, and oflfered to leave. 

Captain Beechey.] No, I shall not ask you to retire ; but you will remember, 
when you first came into the room I asked you if you thought these 
gentlemen would be witnesses in your case, and you did not say that they 
would, and they remained. The consequence is, that an objection is now 
taken to their being heard. 

Mr. H. Brittan.] I am most anxious that every gentleman should be 
heard ; but what I ask is, why one party who has been present should be 
heard, while others have been excluded. 

Captain Beechey.] In consequence of the objections which have been 
raised, I intend to follow out the plan I laid down this morning, and I 
cannot hear these gentlemen. I gave them due warning, that if they 
appeared as witnesses I should not have them present till they were called. 
— (To Messrs. Brke and H. Brittan.) I do not think your case will be 
improved by the course you have taken. — (To Mr. Knapp.) Have you 
anything more that you wish to communicate? 

Mr. Knapp.] No; unless you have anything to ask me. 

Captain Beechey.] If you have any pilot you can send over to-morrow ; I 
shall be quite ready to receive his evidence. 

Mr. Knapp.] Some of our pilots are about to come. 

Captain Beechey.] If you will let two of your most experienced pilots 
come over to-morrow, I shall put some questions to them ; and if you will 
hnve the goodness to send me your pilotage statistics, I shall be much 
obliged to you. 

Mr. Knapp.] The regular returns have been forwarded to the Trinity 
House, and all we have at present is the totals ; the original documents 
have been sent up to town. 

Captain Beechey.] Your pilots are compelled to give you returns of their 
pilotage for the whole year r 

Mr. Kmq^p.] We can only give the gross amount. 

Captain Beechey.] Can you give the pilotage money divided by the 
number of pilots ? 

Mr. Knffpp.] Yes, we can do that* 

Captain Beechey.] Are your pilot-boats owned by the men themselves ? 

Mr. Knapp.] Yes. 

Captain Beechey.] Is it a joint property, or does each man have his own 
boat? 

Mr. Knapp.] Each one has his own. 

Mr. Thomas Sully, Commissioner of Pilotage for the Port of Bridgewater.] 
I have merely to state, sir, that although ours is a very small port, we feel 
the same grievances as the others, and think we should appoint our ovm 
}Hlots, not onlv for the river, but further westward. Our pilots complain 
that, if they fall in with ships westward, they get no remuneration, because 
they are superseded ; and I believe our pilots are competent to navigate as 
well the Channel as our river. The same principle applies to us which has 
386. Q 4 been 
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21 April i854, been urged on behalf of the other ports. I believe I may say that there are 
not many Bristol pilots qualified to come into our river with safety. 

Captain Beechey.'] Should you like any of your pilots to be examined ? 

Mr. Sully.'] Yes. 

Captain Beechey.] How many pilots have you ? 

Mr. Sully.] Seventeen altogether; but not more than five or six with 
boats suitable to go to the westward. 

Captain Beechey.] Then you divide your pilots into classes, inside and 
outside the river ? 



Mr. Sully.] Yes. 



[The Court then adjourned till the following day. 



32 April 1854. Saturday, 22 April 1864. 

Mr. Brice.] BEFORE you commence the proceedings of the day, sir, I beg 
leave most respectfully to* address a few observations to you with reference 
to the subject matter of yesterday s inquiry ; and in doing so I will endea- 
vour to couch them in as respectful teims as it has been my endeavour^ 
throughout, to conduct this case on the part of the Corporation of Bristol. 
I think that^ in the first stage of these proceedings, when you first opened 
this inquiry, I took the opportunity of informing you that I was deputed 
by the Corporation of Bristol, with a deputation of three gentlemen from 
that body, and by the Society of Merchant Venturers, of which I am a 
member, with three other gentleman from that society, to attend you on 
the subject of this inquiry. The instructions I received were these: I 
was desired to inform you that their object was, that everything con- 
nected with the pilotage of the Bristol Channel should be placed before 
you in the fullest and most unreserved manner. Having nothing to con-- 
ceal, and feeling that they were exercising, not a private but a public 
duty, they were still of opinion that they held certain chartered and 
statutable rights which it was proposed to impugn, and they were desir- 
ous of seeing whether the alleged grievances were well or ill founded. 
It was therefore our object to give you everything which could facilitate 
your inquiry, and to make clear either advantages on the one hand, or 
grievances on the other. In carrying out those instructions, I hope I 
have not done anything to transgress the bounds which strict duty im- 
posed upon me. If I have, I feel that I shall have committed an error ; 
but 1 trust that, upon recollection, you will not impute to me any such 
misconduct. 1 appeared, sir, as representing the two corporations I have 
named, and who, as it is evident they could not come before you in their 
united bodies, felt that the only mode of addressing you would be through 
me, as their confidential adviser and representative. I therefore appeared 
before you as the representative of those bodies, and, in a minor degree,, 
as also representing the interests of the pilots of this port ; and in those 
capacities I thought that the evidence adduced touching the interests of 
these parties should be received and tested in the same way as in other 
courts. Whether I have been at all successful or not in the course I have 
felt it my duty to pursue, remains to be proved ; but I may take the liberty 
of reminding you, that but for the professional assistance which I, on behair 
of the Corporation of Bristol, was able to render, and the previous know, 
ledge which 1 possessed of the subject, it would not have appeared so clear 
to you as I trust it now does, what was the object which the promoters of the 
Swansea Harbour Bill sought to attain, and which, in fact, they have stated 
before a Committee of the House of Commons, namely, to acquire for 
themselves that right which they say they possessed in 1791, but which 
they allege the Corporation of Bristol surreptitiously gained from them in 
1807. I think, sir, that if I had not been present, it would not have ap- 
peared so clearly to you as I trust it does at present, that that allegation is 
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entirely unfounded, for by the Bill of 1791 the Commissioners of Swansea 22 April 1854. 

never had any power in the Channel, and therefore that their present claim 

is based upon an usurpation of the chartered and statutable rights of Bristol. 
I think also that there is another feet which would not have been so patent 
as it now is but for me, and that is, that it is proposed that the coasting and 
IHsh traders shall be subject, under the Swansea Bill, to charges for pilotage 
from which they are now altogether exempt. I trust that, having drawn 
the attention of merchants and shipowners to this fact, they wiU pursue 
the subject, and if I have also succeeded in enlightening you, sir, upon the 
subject, I shall feel that my exertions have been well repaid, whatever may 
be the result of my future proceedings. I would also take the liberty to 
remind you, sir, tnat on commencing the proceedings of this inquiry, you 
thought it right to lay down the rule that the witnesses on both sides should 
be excluded, including Captain Drew, the haven-master, who attended to 
assist me on behalf of the Corporation of Bristol. I thought it right, then, to 
say that we had nothing to conceal ; that we were perfectly willing the inquiry 
should be as public as possible ; that it should have been held in the presence 
of the public, either in the Guildhall or the hall of the Society of Merchants ; 
that all we wanted to know was, whether the allegations brought against us 
were well or ill founded, and that I might have an opportunity of testing 
the evidence adduced, and ascertaining whether it were or were not erro- 
neous. With that object, and that object alone, I sought the assistance of 
Captain Drew, the haven-master. You laid down the rule, however, 
^nd I submitted to it, that all parties who were to be called as witnesses 
should be excluded ; and it was not till it was proposed to call as witnesses 
some gentiemen who had been present during the inquiry to which they 
were to speak, that I ventured to ask the question whether in effect an 
advantage which had been denied to Bristol was to be conceded to other 
places. To my great surprise you inquired who I was, and whv I was 
here; you also intimated your intention of excluding me, and added, to my 
deep mortification, that the course I was pursuing was prejudicial to the 
case I had been instructed to support. When I heard those remarks fall 
from you, sir, my first impression was to throw down my papers and to 
withdraw, but I thought it better to reflect for a few moments, and to 
endeavour to recall anything I might have said calculated to give offence, 
or to retract any argument I might have used, couched in other than 
respectful language, and with due deference to yourself. I think, however, 
that such was not the case, and I am confirmed in that opinion bv the gen- 
tiemen on whose behalf I acted. Under these circumstances, I have only 
to say that if, during the progress of this inquiry, I have given you any 
personal offence, I am anxious to withdraw it. What will be my subse- 

?aent course will very much depend on the course taken by other parties, 
shall feel it my duty not to desert the interests which have been confided 
to my care, and with your permission I shall remain and watch the case as 
it proceeds on the part of the Corporation of Bristol. I may also think it 
right to out a few facts before you, but I shall not address you on the part 
of the Cor|fcration of Bristol, or say a single word in the conduct of the 
case, unless it should appear to me that the interests of Bristol are being 
prejudiced, or that there is anything which my local or legal knowledge 
might bring more clearly to your mind. Then, sir, I shall trust to your 
indulgence to hear me. In the meantime I have stated the course which I 
shall take, which is one to which I am entitled, not as of favour^ but of 
right. I will only add, that if I had been excluded it would have been a 
most unusual course ; and that if you had exercised your power, I believe 
it would have led to another and a public inquiry, by which we should have 
been willing to be bound, and which would have been free from the course 
whicji you proposed to adopt yesterday. I appear, sir, as I have said, only 
for the Corporation of Bristol, and therefore I have not offered any apology 
on behalf of the gentleman who represents the interests of the pilots upon 
this occasion. Whether they have done right or not in appearing in this 
inquiry is a question which I will not undertake to decide ; but it cannot 
be concealed that all their interests are at stake, and I will say, that when 
their characters are assailed, and their means of livelihood in jeopardy, they 
ought to have the same opportunity of appearing which 1 claim on behalf 
286. H of 
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38 April 1854. of the public. In concluaion, I will only hope that I have said nothing to 
call forth any abiding expression of your displeasure. 

Mr. H. Brittan!\ Permit me, sir, to add to what has been stated by Mr. 

Brice, that I have been most anxious throughout these proceedings to treat 

yon with the utmost respect. If, sir, by an infelicitous expression, \ have 

given pain to yourself, or to any other gentleman, I deeply regret it, for I 

am the last man willingly to inflict pain^ especially to a gentleman in your 

position, and the first, if I have done so, to retract it. I have endeavoured 

litherto to conduct this case with the greatest respect to yourself, and I 

lope, as Mr. Brice has already said, that if any expression I have used has 

given pain to you, that pain will be now removed, and will not at all 

prejudice the case of my clients. 

Captain Beech^.'] I have, I can assure you, not any feeling in the 
matter. I have not taken any offence at anything that has been said here ; 
but I did not expect, when I cante here, to find two legal gentlemen ; one 
the representative of the aathorities of Bristol, and the other of the pilots 
of the port ; and if I had been aware of it, I should certainly have been 
provided with legal asBistance. Hie objections taken yesterday to the 
Newport Commissioner! I considered to be unnecessary* When it was 
proposed to exclude the witnesees in the morning, I was not aware that 
any objection was taken by Mr. Brice, until it appeared Chat his own wit- 
ness was to form part of the excluded. If that course was generally 
approved of in the morning, I am sure it was right ; and with the desire 
of doing what was right 1 adhered to it. With respect to the Newport 
Commissioners being excluded, I thought it was a stretch of the rule, and 
by the same rule I must have excluded the whole of the pilotage authori- 
ties, and the Corporation of Bristol, who had been present during any part 
of the examination. For instance, Mr. Brice could not have been present 
if the rule had been strictly carried out, because he is one of the pilotage 
authorities of this port, and he could not have been a witness if he were 
allowed to appear as the advocate, but could only have called witnesses 
and examined them. Therefore I did think it was rather a stretch of the 
principle laid down in the morning to attempt to exclude the Newport 
Commissioners. I am not aware, in coming here^ that it was proposed 
to impugn the pilotage. 

Mr. Brice^ No, clearly not. What we thought was, that it was pro- 
posed to impugn the authorities of Bristol, and that you came here as a 
mediator or judge between the contending parties. 

Captain BeecA^.] Then that explains tke matter. My commission is 
not to impugn the Bristol authorities, or any one else. It is to make an 
inquir}r into the pilotage of the Bristol Channel that it is hoped will be 
beneficial to all interests, and to do it in the most liberal and open 
manner ; and if I am not l^ally right in the coarse I pursue, I hope at all 
events that I am guided by common sense. As we have gone so £sir, I 
think it unnecessary to have legal assistance now ; but 9 I had seen the 
position I am in before the inquiry commenced, I certainly should have 
done so. With regard to what I said yesterday respecting the exclusion 
of Mr. Brice, I think I have been a little miasinderstood. What I said 
was this ; he was taking legal and technical objections to the examination 
of certain persons, which 1 did not feel myself competent to decide on, and 
I referred, perhaps rather more hastily than I should have done if it had 
not been for the remarks which had been made, to the excluding of gen- 
tlemen from the room who were not here officially as Commissioners of 
pilotage. Mr. Brice, however, is one of the Conunisstoners, and therefore 
those remarks could not have applied to him. I have also, certainly, to 
acknowledge tlie assistance of Mr. Brice yesterday, in pointing out the 
new powers contained in the Swansea Bill, but at the same time it appears 
from the bye-laws ^that coasters are not now exempt from pilotage to 
Swansea. 



Mr. Thomas.'] I dispute Mr. Brice's doctrine. 
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Captain Beechey.'] Are coasters now exempt, I may ask, going into 22 ApcU 1854. 
Swansea ? 

Mn Thomas.'\ No, not by the Bristol Act, we say. 

Captain Beechey.'] I don*t wish to discuss the legal powers of the Act ; 
biit it does appear, from the Bristol Act, that coasters and Irish traders to 
all the ports and creeks in the Channel are exempt from pilotage. And if 
Bristol is under the government of that Act, and there is also no local Act for 
Swansea, Bridgewater, or any other ports independent of the Bristol Act 
in this respect, it is difficult to say that these vessels are not now exempt 
from Swansea rates on going into Swansea Docks. I don*t give any 
decided opinion upon the subject ; but at the same time I have to acknow- 
ledge the assistance of Mr. firice in looking out the several clauses of the 
Act, and to add that I have not taken any personal offence at anything 
that has been said here. I hope the investigation will go off amicably and 
to the satisfaction of all parties ; and the remarks I have made to 
Mr. Brice will apply equally to Mr. Brittan. 

Mr. Fopf, Master of the Society of Merdiant Venturers.] As a cor- 
porate body, the Society of Merchant Venturers could only appear here by 
their clerk or solicitor. We number, sir, about 60 or 70 persons ; and we 
came to the conclusion to have a deputation in conjunction with the Cor- 
poration of Bristol, represented by Mr. Brice, whose local knowledge and 
legal abilities were so well known to us. It was done, among other things, 
to save time and to promote the objects for which you came down, which 
we understood to be to act as a mediator between contending parties. 

Captaio Beechey.'] I could certainly have wished that you had not been 
represented by a legal gentleman. I should have had I^al assistance 
myself if I had been aware of it. You see I am opposed by two legal 
gentlemen; and if they are to take objections, it may put me to a 
disadvantage. 

Mr. Pope.'] We entirely waive any such objections. All that we want is, 
a full and £air inquiry. 

Captain Beech^,^ Well, then, we now perfectly understand each other, 
and we will proceed with the business. 

Mr. degram (Gloucester).] I have some of the returns you asked for 
the other day. Captain Beechey; and the others I will apply for, and 
forward to you. The average receipts per man of the Gloucester pilots for 
the year 1853, amounted to 137/.; the largest receipt of any one man in 
the same year was 272/.; the smallest receipt of any one man in the same 
year, 60/.; the number of apprentices, five; the number of vessels piloted 
in the year and their aggregate tonnage can only be procured by appljdng 
to the Trinity House. 

Mr. Latch (Newport).] We have a pilot here bow, sir. 

Captain Beechey^ I suppose Mr. Brice will not object to the Commis-* 
sioner for Newport examining his own pilot. 

Mr. Brice.'] I shall not attempt to dictate to you, sir. My object is not to 
catch you, if I may be allowed the expression ; I waive all technicalities. 

Mr. Knapp.] I should prefer leaving the pilot in the hands of Captain 
Beechey; but I should object to any cross-examination. 

Mr. BriccJ] I shall not ask him a single question. 

Captain Beechey^ It is not my office to draw out evidence in support of 
what you have stated. 
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23 April 1854. William Anstice^ Examined by Mr. Knapp. 

472. WHAT time have you been employed as a Newport pilot ? — Seventeen 
years ; I was the first pilot that was ever made in the port of Newport. 

473* During that period has any ship, while under your command, met 
with accident or damage of any kind ? — Not anything worth notice. Under 
Divine Providence I have been prevented from doing 6 1, worth of damage. I refer 
to my Sub-commissioner, Mr. Phillips, for my character. 

474. Have you ever, while in the discharge of your duty, had to continue 
onward beyond the limit of Rumney river ? — Frequently ; I have been down at 
night-time with heavy ships, and when we have come down Rumney river and 
could not obtain a pilot, sometimes I have anchored the ships, or sometimes 
pursued on with them to Lundy or Ilfracombe. 

475. State what the wish of masters knowing you, and arriving at nightfall^ 
would be. Would they desire you to proceed on, or to anchor ? — In most cases 
they would wish to proceed on and moor the ship if there was a fair wind, 
instead of anchoring ; and, secondly, it makes a vast difference sometimes by 
saving a tide. 

476. Do you consider it would be any advantage to the Newport trade to 
allow the pilots to go further west ? — ^I think it would prevent much unpleasant- 
ness and risks, when we get out and into the water above the Holms. If we had 
encouragement to go to the westward we could proceed right on to Newport 
docks, and save a fortnight or three weeks sometimes. 

477. Are you well acquainted with the navigation of the Channel down to the 
Holms and Lundy ? — Yes ; I have been down to Iirracombe and Lundy as 
much as most people, I think. 

478. Do you consider the navigation from the Holms to Lundy particularly 
intricate or dangerous? — ^I should say to a stranger it would be, but not to a man 
who has been in the Channel two or three times. 

479. Under the present system you are only pledged to go as far as the 
Holms ; why do you proceed further west in seeking for uressels ? — We go down 
in the hope of getting a ship without a Bristol pilot, and we frequently do so. 

480. If the law should be altered, and it should be optional with the ships 
whether they should take a pilot between Lundy and the Holms, would you still 
go ? — Yes, it would be our interest to go ; we should have a better chance, and 
if our boats were not large enough we should get larger. 

481. In proceeding with ships when no Bristol pilot is to be got, do they 
insist on your going on to Lundy ? — No, frequently at Naas they get rid of us. 

482. What is the size of your boat? — ^About 34 feet keel ; I should say about 
18 tons; I have tried her in all weathers. 

483. Could you, under ordinary circumstances, cruise as far as Lundy ? — 
Yes. 

484. If you should be allowed to cruise as far as Lundy to the westward, 
should you have a larger boat ?— Yes, directly. 

485. Do you feel, that under those circumstances you would be prepared to 
compete with the best men in the Channel ? — Yes ; I don't think I should be 
far short of it, as I am at present. • 

486. I have heard, as Sub-commissioner, a great many complaints of the 
Bristol Channel pilots, but I won't go into that, as it is a private matter. — (To 
Witness.) When you get on board, do you make a signal ? — ^Yes, I always make 
a practice of doing so. 

487. Do you recollect a case very recently of a ship bound from London to 
Newport with a London man on board ? — Yes, I boarded a ship of 1,200 tons a 
dav or two ago. There were no Bristol Channel pilots at hand from the west of 
Naas Point and Ilfracombe. I did not see one. I continued with her up to 
Newport without falling in with a Bristol Channel pilot. 

488. Under general circumstances, would it be possible or likely for Newport 
^hips to meet with the Bristol Channel pilots without delay? — It is very seldom 
we do meet with them, and not at all frequeiftly at night-time. 

489. You speak of taking ships out of Newport at night-time 1 — Yes, more 
especially since we have had such a trade at the port. 

490. Under those circumstances, going out at night, do you think it would be 
dangerous to bring to an anchor and wait for a pilot? — I think it would ; it 
%vould be only safe to the westward of the Holms. 

491. fe 
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491. Is that a safe place to anchor ? — It is not a very safe place ; but I should ss April 1854. 

run the risk of losing the ship, as we are under a heavy penalty if we go 

beyond. 

492. Do you consider that the pilotage of the Usk requires a continued prac- 
tice to be made acquainted with the set of the current ? — I do. It requires 

practice, more especially in Newport ; there are some little intricate things whidi 
l>elong to us especially, and which take time to know. 

493. (By Mr. E. Drew.) Did you ever know of a Bristol pilot offering to go 
down with a ship, and being refused by the captain ? — ^I have most decidedly. 

494. How did Morte Point bear from you when you boarded that ship of 
which you have spoken?— S.S.E. 

495. How do you know that a Bristol Channel pilot had not spoken to that 
ship ? — I am not accountable for what was done before I was on board I did 
not say that a Bristol pilot had offered his services and been refused ; it is pos- 
sible he might have done so. 

496. Do you know, of your own knowledge, that men are employed continu- 
ally to come round from London to Newport with ships ? — ^They do do it. 

497* What do they do it for ; is it to protect the ships ? — That is not for me 
to know ; there are dangers in the way, it may be, in the Bristol Channel. 

498. Did you ever know, of your own knowledge, a captain of a Newport 
^hip applying for a Bristol pilot and not getting one ? — I have known pilots 
refuse to go and take charge of a ship, though the captain was anxious to 
get one. 

499. Does your memory serve you to tell what that person's name was ?— 
No ; but Captain Parfitt can tell. 

500. Do you know the reason why the pilot refused to go on board ? — 
Because it was a dark night and a light ship. 

501 . (By Captain Beechey.) How far down the Channel would your boats go if 
It were arranged to extend your present limits ? — We could to Lundy Island if 
required ; I should say to Lundy Island. 

502. Do you think it necessary to go as far? — In some instances, when the 
wind is west, a pilot's services would be more useful in piloting down the 
Channel. 

503. Why do you go as far as Lundy Island now? — With the hopes of 
getting a ship bound to Newport and bringing her up. 

504. Do you think it necessary to go as far as Lundy? — If it was left to me I 
should say it was quite necessary. 

505. Your boat, you say, is not large enough, but you say you would increase 
ner ? — I would ; she is a very nice boat though, now. If I was allowed to go as 
far as Lundy I should have one about 35 tons. 

506. Are you the sole owner of that boat ? — ^Yes. 

507. Do you take any other pilots to sea in your boat? — ^No. 

508. What is the cost of such a boat as you have described ? — ^About 300/. 

509. If you went out less with that expenditure, should you be remunerated ? — ^I 
think so. We are at heavy expenses now, and it would only require one more 
man. We have a man and an apprentice now. 

510. Are you obliged to take an apprentice? — We are not obliged by law, 
but we do it for our own service, and I think it necessary. 

511. Do you think it necessary a man should serve an apprenticeship in the 
Channel ?— I do think so. 

512. How far down the Channel would you make him serve his apprenticeship ? 
— I think he ought to know all to the east of Lundy Island. 

513. If ships were not to expect to find pilots before they came up to the 
Holms, where would be a convenient place to pick up ? — Penarth Roads, I should 
think. 

514. For a stranger? — No, not for a stranger, I should think. If boats were 
stationed at the Holms, boats would be there. 

515. Would it be safe for a stranger to bring up at night-time below the 
'Holtos?~No, I think not. 

516. How far do you think a stranger might run with safety ? — I think he 
might run as far as Nash Lighthouse with safety. 

286. H 3 * 517. Do 
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lia April 1854. 5 17. Do you know whether ships ever get upori the Scarweather? — ^Not to 
my knowledge. I never heard of any for many years. 

518. Do you think the pilots could hold their ground off Nash? — Oh, yes. 
It must be a very heavy gale if they could not. 

519. What is the nearest point to the shore, supposing they wanted to land, or 
to get fresh pilots t — Little Barry. 

520. Barry Island is about a mile from One-fathom Bank, is it not ? — Yes, 
it is. There is the Bay of Porlock on the south shore, where they are 
making a floating harbour, which would be a good place for pilots by and 
bye. 

521. If you were bringing a ship out of Newport, can't you enter into 
Penarth Roads ? — It depends upon the draught. We can bring out ships of 
21 and 22 feet draught ; 21 feet draught is quite common with us. 

522. Don't you think Penarth Roads are safe for ships of 21 feet ? — I bhould 
think them more safe in the Holms than Penarth. 

523- What part of the Holms?— W.S.W. 

524. What is to prevent your running a ship out into the open Channel if you 
meet with no Bristol pilot ? — Nothing ; I can run her out as far as the law will 
permit. 

525. Then where is the grievance ? — As soon as we get out of Rumney river 
we are told we must not go further. 

526. That is only in the case of your meeting another pilot? — ^Yes ; we fre- 
quently do run out. 

527. You stated that a ship could run from Lundy ; if the master did not feel 
himself competent to take the ship, and if he did not meet with a pilot, do you 
think he would take the ship on ? — Yes, I think he would. 

528. What should ships do if the master did not feel competent? — ^The first 
. thing would be to signal for a pilot, and if no ()ilot came, I should advise them 

to anchor off Ilfracombe. 

529. Do you think a stranger would stand into Ilfracombe? — If he could not 
get a pilot on board. 

530. What would be the wisest course for a man to take under those circum- 
stances?— If he went east, and was not able to road, I should anchor my ship or 

. tack out by Lundy, and hang out till I could get a pilot. 

531. Suppose he is running up with a west wind, on the first of the flood, and 
dirty weather, what should a stranger do if he did not meet with a pilot? — I 
should run to Ilfracombe, and if not, round to Nash, and if not there, for the 
Holms Islands. 

532. Would you, as a stranger, run to the Holms in such weather ? — Jlather 
than leave her there. 

533- If it is not safe to hang a ship off Nash Point, and it may happen that 
no pilots would be there, is it prudent for a stranger to run as far as Nash Point? 
— I think so ; he must do it, or smchor there. 

534. Would a ship hold on there ? — ^It must blow very hard if it would not. 

535/ Do you think it safe to drop anchor as far down as One-fathom Bank r 
— Yes ; close in under there. 

536. Do you think a stranger could take up her berth there ? — ^Yes, if he goes 
by his chart and soundings. I think the lead, in this Channel, is the best thing 
a man can use. 

537. Do you think strangers are acquainted with the tides of this Channel ? — 
I can't say that they are, but the books give them every information. 

538. Do they know whether it is flood or ebb tide ? — Yes ; but not the strength 
and direction in which the tide sets. 

539. Are they likely to be thrown out of their course by the tide ?— Oh yes. 

540. In what part of the Channel does the tide set across? — I should say from 
Swansea to Bridgewater. " ^Z^^ 

541 . Does it set from Swansea to Minehead, and from Minehead to the Nash ? 
— ^^'es. 

542. Then if they get coming up towards the Scarweather, with the tide setting 
towards the shoals ? — The book of directions would gpive them timely instruc- 
tions, 

543. Do you think it necessary for a man coming np the Channel to know- 
how the tides run? — At most times they should, but at other times it is a matter 
of indiflTerence ; generally, it ought to be known. 

544. You 
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544. You said that the ships you £dl in with seldom have Bristol pilots on as April 1854. 
board ? — No ; most of our tiade is from London and Liverpool. 

545. What part of the Channel would that be ? — At llfracombe and Barry 
Island. 

546. Do yon frequently find them as far as that without a pilot ? — ^Yes, they 
say sometimes that they have been looking out for pilots. 

547. Do you find ships try to get out of the way of the pilots ? — Not always ; 
they are very glad to get them sometimes ; that is, the mere strangers. 

548. Perhaps it is only in fine weather that they wish to avoid the pilots? — 
Some who have been before do it in bad weather, to save the money. 

549. Do you think masters of ships would take advantage of passing an 
examination for the pilotageof the Channel, if those were allowed to be exempt from 
pilotage who were found to be aoquainted with the navigation ? Would there 
be many equal to pass, and do you think they would avail themselves of the 
examination ? — I think there would be very few of them found equal to pass, for 
they are birds of passage, and go from London, and here and there It would 
be only in a few instances, where there are fixed captains, that they would pass. 
I think only the masters of their own ships would do so ; it would not be worth 
while with strangers to do so. 

550. Does each of your pilots have his own boat ? — Yes ; it always goes with 
the ship. 

551. Could your pilots sail by themselves for the outer Channel? — I think 
most of them are qualified down as far as Lundy ; most of them ; but not into 
Swansea Bay. All of them could go into Bristol up the river, but not to Glou- 
cester. Some of them are acquainted with Bristol as well as the Bristol pilots ; 
they were bred and born there. 

552. Do any of your pilots take ships in the Mumbles Roads ? — Generally 
they know the roads ; they can move a ship up thCTe if required ; I know them 
myself pretty middling. 

553. Do you know Cardiff and the Bute Docks ? — ^Yes, we could soon qualify 
for them. 

554. Then, except Gloucester, do you think your pilots could soon qualify for 
all the other ports? — Yes; I should not like myself to meddle with the intricate 
navigation of Gloucester. 

555. Does it require any particular knowledge of the tides at Newport to take 
ships out? — ^Yes, they must know the set of the tides. 

556. fa it necessary to know the rise and fall of water there for ships to go 
with B&tety on the ebb tide ftfym Newport t— Yes. 

557. What would be a good place to meet a pilot, supposing you were free 
from compulsory pilotage, and it. was necessary to have a pilot to take you out? 
—4 should say, when we are below the Holms and had cleared the One-fathom 
Bank. 

558. Suppose you were to make Barry a station, do you think it would be 
convenient? — It is a very nice little harbour. 

559. Is it not a dry harbour? — Yes; there is about two hours or two hours amd 
a half flood. 

560. Is there not a very strong tide runs outside Barry r — Yes, there is. 

561. Is it necessary that your boats should go down with the ships ?— Yes, we 
are expected to do so. 

562. Tell me why ?— I can*t leave the ship unless I have a boat with me. 

563. Are you aware that it is not so at Liverpool ? — I am not ; it is many 
years since I was there. There may be instances where we could land at llfra- 
combe, or get on Lundy Island, but there would be a risk of our not getting 
off. 

564. Suppose boats were cruising off the Helwicks, off Minehead, as the 
Liverpool boats cruise off Lymas ? — Then there would be no necessity for carry- 
ing our boats with us. 

565. If your pilots had several such boats, each man paying his share, you 
could do the work cheaper?— Yes, much more so. 

566. Do you think a man could soon qualify himself for your part of the 
Channel, up the Usk ? — It vrould take time to do it. 

567. What time ?— It would require at least 12 months' experience, and then 
he should be a man of talent. Besides the docks, there are some difficult berths 
below and above the docks, close up to Newport. 

286. H 4 568. Is 
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52 April i854, 568. Is there any stopping place in the river, before you get to Newport? 

— — ^ Only some place at Pwlgwenlly. There is a place called Bridgewater Man's 
Reach. 

569. Do large ships stop there ? — No, not if they can avoid it. 

570. The difficult part seems to be the berthing of ships up at Newport? — 
Yes, and knowing the water. 

571. You could always board a ship going up to Newport ? — Yes. 

572. If you meet in the river you can board at any time, and any part of the 
river ? — Yes. 

573. If a general pilot of the Channel were to bring up to Newport, and if 
he did not know the berthing of the docks, he would be sure to meet a pilot to 
assist him ? — I think so. 

574. Vessels going from Newport up to Gloucester, which way do they go ? 
— Round the S. W. patch. We come out with the ebb tide, and steer by the^ 
S. W. patch till the flood tide. 

575. Could you anchor there ? — Yes. 

576. Have you ever gone that route yourself? — ^Yes ; before we had docks at 
Newport we used to go there to fill up our cargo. . 

577. Where do you meet the Gloucester pilots? — Between the Nash Point 
and the Holms, and sometimes down at Ilfracombe. 

578. Is Minehead a place that the pilots could land at at most times ? — ^Yes,., 
at most times, except tiie wind was north or east ; but, generally speakings they 
could. I consider it is out of the way, though. Porlock Bay is a much better 
place when the floating dock is completed. 

579. You could not run into the floating dock, could you ? — Yes ; it will be 
open every tide. 

580. Suppose you had pilots stationed there, is it a convenient place for ships 
to heave-to ? — No place more convenient. There are shoals at Minehead, and 
some just before you get to Porlock, but nothing to care about. There is no 
better place in the Channel, I should say. 

581. Do you know by your soundings when you are approaching the Fathom 
Bank and the Culver? — Yes ; but I think the soundings not sufficient to keep 
clear of the Culver if a man did not know where he was. I should say soundings 
were but of very trifling use to a stranger. 

582. What were your earnings the last year? — ^The last year, I think about 
150/. or 200/. 

583. Is that clear, or are the expenses to come out? — ^There are very heavy 
expenses to come out. I should think the expenses of the man and boat are at 
least 80 /. a year. 

584. You have one man and a boy ? — ^Yes. 

585. And their expenses and the repair of the boat, you think, is about 80 /. a 
year ? — ^Yes. 

586. And your earnings? — ^About 160/. to 200/. 

587. Have you sent in aijy return of your earnings? — Yes, we do so every^ 
month. 

588. Have you added them up ? — Yes. 

589. Your earnings then are from 160/. to 200/. a year, and out of that you 
spend 80/. ; is that large expense occasioned by the boat ? — Yes ; we have some 
very fine boats, equal to any in the Channel. I had the pleasure of beating one, 
of the Bristol merchants' yachts last summer for 100 guineas. 

Mr. Knapp.] I have one or two more questions to put by way of expla- 
nation. 

590. You stated that ift your opinion the principal difficulty in the Usk to a. 
stranger would be the berthmg of the vessels ; is there any in -running from the 
Holms to the mouth of the river ? 

Captain Beechey.] My question applied only to the river. 

591. (Ry Mt. Knapp.) What is the ordinary tide in the river? — ^Thirty -one 
or thirty-two feet ; 1 have known it forty -eight. If a ship grounds on the bant 
she is often lost ; the bed of the river consists of hard stone in some places, and 
sand in others. 

592. A stranger that had sufficient skill to bring his ship into the river, would 
he require some assistance ? — Oh, yes. 

593. How 
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593- How many ships at one tirae have you seen lay on the banks of the 2^ April 1854. 
river, when the docks have been crowded? — I think I have reckoned 14 sail. «__—. 

594. What do you mean by strangers ; a man who had never been in the 
Channel before ? — I mean a total stranger to the Bristol Channel. 

595. Did you ever know a case of a man coming up with a ship, deeply 
loaded, as far as Kingroad without any pilot? — I have. 

596. Do you rdboUect the ** Sarah Emma" ? — Yes ; she is 1,150 tons register, 
1 think, and her draught about 22 feet. 

597. Do you think the captain of that vessel, under ordinary circumstances, 
could bring his ship right up, without a pilot? — I do. 

,598. Do you know any other masters out of Newport qualified to bring up 
to Kingroad ? — I won't say to Kingroad ; but several captains would up to the 
outside of the river, nearly equal to what I am myself. 

599. Do you anticiimte any difficulty in qualifying the Newport men for the 
Channel pilotage ? — No; I think that with a very little experience they would 
be quite competent. 

600. If you were paid under no circumstances further than Nash Point, and 
you went 10 or 12 miles further west, do you think there would be any induce- 
ment to go out? — Yes, the first man who got on board would be the pilot when 
he got to the Nash Point. 

601. You have been questioned as to whether several pilots in one boat would 
not lessen the expense ; now if the wind has been a long time to the east, and 
there c:ime a sudden change of wind, and a large fleet, say ten or a dozen ships 
came up, if there were two boats with these pilots in them stationed off Lundy, 
do you think the ships would be supplied as quickly as if each pilot was in his 
own boat ? — No, sir. 

602. Would three ships possess any advantage over one boat? — ^Yes. 

603. (By Mr. £. Drew.) Can you give me the name of the captain of the 
** Sarah Emma" r — Captain James Price. 

604. Did he know tlie Bristol Channel well ? — ^Yes, for many years ; from a 
child. 

605. (By Captain Beechey.) When you come up from the Holms to King- 
road, what is your plan?— I should shape my course to the light ships, and, 
I should like to have an hour, or an hour and three quarters' tide. 

606. How do you keep clear of the English grounds? — I should make the 
Holms light, and start up east from the north, and then I should endeavour to 
come and get into the deep water above the grounds. 

607. Do you consider that safe, if a ship is coming up ? — Yes, if it is a flowing 
tide. 

608. If you don't see the light-ship, what then? — I should follow my sound- 
ings up after the English grounds, and start up about east, getting between the 
Flats and the sets of Walton Bay. 

609. Do you think the master of a ship could do that, who did not know 
the Channel ?— No ; I should think a man in the habit of using the Channel a 
twelvemonth may learn. 

610. Do the Gloucester pilots know that plan, do you think ?— I should think 
they know every part of it welK 

Henry Ray, Examined by Mr. Knapp. 

611. HOW long have you been acting as a Newport pilot ?— Between nine and 
ten years. 

612. What has been your general cruising ground during that period? — In 
different parts of the Channel, down as far as Lundy westward, but mostly between 
the Holms. 

613. Do you frequently go westward of the Holms? — Yes. 

614. In the course of your experience have you ever, when off the Holms, found 
it necessary to take a ship to the Mumbles? — Not a large ship. 

615. Are you acquainted with Swansea Bay ? — Perfectly so. 

616. Sufficiently so to take a ship in under any circumstances ?—• Yes. 

617. Is there any distinction in the tide at Newport? — Yes. 

618. Are ships ever taken out at nightfall ?~Very frequently. 

619. If you get do^n to the Holms, and it is thick weather, do you think it 
would be prudent to bring to an anchor ? — I should think it would endanger the 

286. I sI"Pt 
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M April 1854. ship, particularly if there was a strong tide ; it would be very dangerous to put 
■ back also, and wait for a Channel pilot. 

620. Have you ever known the circumstance when it was too dark or otherwise 
to obtain a Channel pilot? — Often; I have been obliged to go by the captain 
beyond the Holms, or further westward. Not three months ago a captain obliged 
me to do so. 

621. Do you think it would aflTord greater satisfaction to m&sters if you might 
go as far as they desired, and that it would facilitate trade ? — I do, 

622. Under present circumstances, in case there were a heavy penalty on you 
if you went further than the Holms, liow do you think it would operate upon the 
ships ? — I should say there would be some losses then, for what could the masters 
do if they were sttangcrs? 

623. Why is it now, your district being the Holms, that you go further west- 
ward ? — VVe get out there, because the first that gets the ship claims it. It is 
our work. 

624. If you were not paid at all for any work done to the west of the Holms, 
would you still take to cruising below ? — Certainly ; there is an advantage by being 
ahead of our neighbours, and it is customary to have the pilotage out of Newport 
which we take in. 

625. What is the size of your boat ? — I don't exactly know the tonnage; she 
is thirty-two feet in length. 

626. Have you ever been out in rough weather? — Oh, yes, the most desperate. 
I am able to compete in my boat with any weather. 

627. If you were allowed to go as far as the Nash Point, would you still cruise 
the same ? — Yes, to see which would first get the ship. 

628. If the Gloucester, and all the other pilots, had the privilege of going, and 
were only paid a certain stage till they were superseded, do you think there would 
be a desire to congregate at Lundy? — I often do it now. I go on board, and 
when the Bristol pilot comes I give the ship up to him, and am paid the distance. 
I brought one up to Bristol the other day with a jaek flying. 

629. Do you consider the navigation from the Holms to Lundy particularly 
difficult? — No; there is only one thing, the One-fathom B.iuk. I have often 
known shipmasters bring up ships to Penarth or Bristol, ships belonging to 
Bristol. 

630. Did you ever know the case of a stranger coming into Penarth Roads 
without a pilot ? — Oh, yes, often ; very often. 

631. Do you think that ships, the majority coming into the Bristol Channel, 
would take a pilot if one offered between Lundy and the Holms, or would they 
run the risk of coming up with nobody? — Some will bring them up themselves, 
and some are willing to take us on board. 

632. Do they say thai they object to the imposition of having to pay distance- 
money ? — Oh, y^; they have told me they are quite competent themselves to 
bring up, and that they did not want us till they come to our district. 

633. Under those circumstances, would you go on board, or cruise farther ?— 
If it is a faster sailer than our boats, we ask the captain to give us a passage, but 
if not, we keep up with them ; and we should go on board to secure the ship 
when she is in our district. 

634. (By Captain Beechey,) What vessels were those you spoke of as having 
been brought up to Penarth without a pilot ? — ^Americans. 

655. Had the masters ever been ihere l)efore? — Mot to my knowledge. 

636. What was their tonnage? — I should say from 700 to 900 tons register. 

637. Under what circumstances did they come up as to weather ?— ^I have 
seen them in fine and bad v.'eather come up there, and bring to an anchor. 

638. Do you think ships can always do that in Penarth Roads? — I think so; 
if they attend to keeping her head right, and so on. 

639. Can't they take them up as far as Newport ? — Well, perhaps they could, 
but the ships would take the ground there ; you can't get into the dock till high 
water. 

640. Would they not get aground ?—Y'es. 

641. Could they not get a pilot there, at the mouth of the Usk ? — They could. 

642. If a man can take his ship up to Penarth, can't he up to Newport ? — 
Yes, he may, but it is a more difficult passage to get over. 

643. If he can't keep clear of shoals, he can't keep clear of the Fathom Bank ; 
but then by his chart he would see that, and by the same at Newport, he would 

see 
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where the flats lie, would he jiot ? — That is a question I can't answer ; there n April 1854. 

is a narrow passage up to Newport, and scarcely any water until the tide is at a 

certain height. 

^44. Is the channel very narrow ? — Not if there is sufficient water over every- 
thing. 

645. You think a stranger then can't take a ship up to Newport? — No; I 

should not recctmmend him to. ^ 

646. Is there any danger between the Culver and the One-fathom Bank? — 
None than I know oi*. 

647. Do you know a bank to the south-west of the Flatholms, about a mile 
off? — Not without it is the Culver Bank ; I don't know of anything else there. 

Captain -BeecA^y] Well, I think it is time you pilots did know of that 
bank I say it for your information generally, that there is a very dan- 
gerous bank there, with only nine feet of water on it at low water. 

Mr. E. Drew.^ I am quite aware of it ; and I believe you will find that 
our Bristol pilots all know of it. It was discovered, I think, about three or 
four years since. 

Ray^ Examination continued, by Mr. E. Drew. 

648. You are a Bristol man, are you not? — Yes. 

649. And you obtained your knowledge of the Channel in the Bristol skiffs ? 
—Yes. 

650. What is the name of the Bristol ship you brought up with the jack 
flying, and which was not able to get a Bristol pilot ? — The " Howe," I believe ;, 
she was from New York ; I boarded her close down to Lundy. 

651. Had she a jack flying then ? — Yes. 

6.52. Do you know that no Bristol pilot had offered his services ? — I can't tell 
that ; I got into the Bristol river with her, and had passed over the Swash, and 
then young Gilmore and another came out to her. 

653. What time of the year was this?— About three or four months ago; it 
was the last voyage home which the vessel made. 

654. Did you pass any Bristol skiffs? — Yes, going down. 

655. Had you ever a jack flying when any Bristol skiff passed you unheeded ? 
— No, except the skiffs we saw going down with ships ; I did not pass any Bristol 
skiff cruising. 

&^^(i. Then, in point of fact» you did not get a pilot because you did not meet 
one? — Yes, that is it. 

657. (By Captain Beechey.) What hands have you for your boat? — A man and 
a boy. 

658. What do they cost you ? — ^About 25 5. a week. 

659. What does the repair of your boat stand you in ? — She is new at present ; 
I should say the wear and tear was about 30/. a year. 

660. Do you have an apprentice ? — Yes, one. 

66 1 . What does he cost you ? — I find him in clothing and food. 

662. Is that the boy you have alluded to ? — Yes. 

663. What were your receipts for tlic last year, 1853? — I should say about 
150/. 

664. Do you pay income tax ? — Yes. 

665. What did you gfet in 1852 ? — I don't remember. 

666. Is 150 L about the averag-e ? —From 150 /. to 180 /.; sometimes it is up- 
wards of 200 /. ; I have myself earned as much^ but the general run is from 150 ^ 
to 180/. 

667. If you were allowed, could you take a ship up to Cumberland Basin ? — 
Yes. 

668. Could you take it up Gloucester ? — No ; I am acquainted with Gloucester, 
but not well enough to take a ship up ; a man should see the tides there every 
neap-tide to see the difference. 

669. As to Swansea ? — Swansea I should have no objection to take a ship to 
at any time. 

670. Into the docks? — Yes, I could take her in there. 

671. Could the pilots in general from your place do that? — Yes; I know 
nothing to the contrary. 

286. I 2 672. If 
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82 April 1854, 672. If you were at Lnndy and met a ship in the night-time wanting a pilot 

to run up to any port of the Channel, could your pilots do that, or do you think 

they could soon qualify themselves for it ? — ^Yes, I should say so, 

673. For instance, suppose you are off Lundy and meet a vessel in the night- 
time coming across you, without a Bristol or Swansea pilot, and that the master 
would wish to avail himself of your services, could you take the ship up with safety 

^ to Kingroad or Penarth, if required ^ — Yes, to any port of the Channel. I have 

taken ships myself up to Bridgewater. 

674. Do you know the turning there at Bridgewater ? — Yes ; it is a difficult 
place there, but I know it well. 

675. Can you always board ships off the Nash ? — Yes. 

676. Would it be safe for a stranger to. beat about there for a pilot? — Yes, as 
long as he keeps to the westward. 

677. But could he do so ? — Yes, I think so. 

678. If he arrives off the Nash on the first of the flood, could he keep off the 
Fathom Bank ? — I should say he could. 

C79. Do you know Porlock Bay? — Yes, very well. 

680. Can you always land above there? — Yes. 

681 . Can boats lay there always ? — Yes, I think so. 

682. Is it a place where ships could always run and pick up a pilot r — I think 
it is. 

James Press^ Examined by Mr. Suliy, Commissioner of Piloti^e for 

Bridgewater. 

683. ARE you a licensed pilot for the Port of Bridgewater ? — ^Yes ; I have 
been one for eight years. 

684. What is the extent of your limits ? — Gore Barry and Milstock. 

685. Do you ever cross to the westward of it? — Yes; we sometimes go to 
Lundy and llfracombe, and about that way. 

686. Has the foreign trade increased since you have been a pilot ? — Oh, yes, 
a great deal. 

687. Do you happen to know how many foreign vessels entered our port last 
year ? — I think between 60 and 70. 

688. What draught ships have you known, on spring tides, come up to Bridge- 
water ? — From the river 20 feet, and to the town 18. 

689. That is the extent, is it not? — Yes, from 16 to 17 feet in the general 
average. 

690. What size boat is yours? — ^Thirty-five feet keel, and I should say about 
16 tons. 

691. How many pilot boats at present are suitable to cruise westward? — 
About four now, but we have a great many river boats besides. 

692. Do you know whether any of the merchants have sent pilots round to 
Falmouth by land, to ensure the quick arrival of their vessels ? — Yes, I have 
been round myself. I have complained to the Commissioners myself about the 
present system. It is my opinion that strangers could run up to Portlock, 
Minehead and Penarth without the Bristol pilots. 

693. If the Sub-commissioners had power to appoint pilots to run out, do 
you believe it would be an advantage to trade ? — Most decidedly it would in time, 
and likewise in expense, because very often now we do not take it into our 
heads to go to the west, and if a Bristol Channel pilot finds a vessel bound to 
Bridgwater, she is left. There was one given up to me by them last month. 

694. (By Mr. E. Drew.) Do you know the name of that pilot ? — ^The name 
of the ship was the ** Ocean of Bremen," bound to Bridgwater, and the captain 
told me that himself. 

695. (By Mr. Sully.) Do you know, of your own knowledge, that the Bristol 
Channel pilots do not like to take charge of vessels bound to Bridgewater? — 
Very few of them ; not more than three or four. 

696. Supposing a Bristol Channel pilot brings a ship up, if it is blowing 
strong is it possible for you to get out? — I have boarded when the Bristol 
Channel pilot has been on board, and he has invariably given up to roe. 

697. (By 
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697. (By Mr. JE. Drew.) Do you mean to say that a Bristol Channel pilot has aa Aprfl 1854. 
ever given up a ship to you off Ilfracombe ? — Yes ; and paid me for it. — — 

Mr. E. Drew (to Captain Beechey.)] I am quite satisfied that if such a 
case were known to the authorities here, it would bring the man under their 
marked displeasure. This man says that a Bristol pilot gives up charge 
of a ship to him when he is out of his own water ; if so, they are both 
clearly doing an illegal act. 

Press, Examined by Captain lieechej/. 

698. How many pilots are there for Bridgewater ? — Seventeen. 

699. How many of their boats are capable of keeping the sea? — I think four 
of them. 

700. What have been your receipts for the last 3'earr — About 11 o/. 

701. Have you a boat ? — ^Yes. 

702. Do you go in your boat alone, or with another pilot ?-^By myself most 
times. 

703. What is the expense of that boat to you ? — Nearly 50/. a year, including 
the man and bo3\ 

704. Is the boy an apprentice? — No, sir. 

705. Where does the difficulty of the navigation of your channel at Bridge- 
water begin ? — Below the outer buoy of the Gore. 

706. That includes the whole channel. There is a part higher up more diffi- 
cult; where is it? — Between Buruham Lighthouse; it is shoaled all through, 
and nearly dry. 

707. is your chief difficulty above or below the lighthouse? — After we get 
into the lighthouse there is more safety ; we are sheltered by the sea there, and 
by Start Island. 

708. Do you have any apprentices in your parts? — Not often. 

709. Were you apprenticed yourself? — I was under the teaching of my 
father. 

710. You were not bound apprentice tlien as a pilot ? — No, sir, but I believe it 
is recommended. 

711. You say the pilots sometimes go round from Bridgewater to Falmouth; 
what is that for ? — ^I'o ensure them saving the tide as much as anything ; they 
go overland to Falmouth, to bring ships round to Bridgewater, generally 
ibreign ships. 

712. Is that to save the tide of Bridgewater ?— Yes, and to avoid all risk, as 
the Channel pilots don't like to come to the southward. 

713. Do you mean by that to say that the Channel pilots do not keep the 
south shore of the Channel ? — Not after they come a little above the Foreland ; 
I think they are not very well acquainted with the Culvers, and do not like to 
<x)me there. 

714. Do many ships pass the Culvers? — Not many; I saw one yesterday 
come up there, as the tide had set her in there. 

7 1 5. Do you know Porlock Bay ? — Yes, well. 

716. Can" you lay there most tides? — Yes, with a westerly wind; our pilot 
boats can dodge off and on there, and always keep their ground. 

717. How far does your knowledge of the Channd extend ? — I have brought 
ships to Kingroad when there has been no Bristol pilot down there. 

718. Could you do it at all times, if it were heavy and thick weather, without 
runniug a great risk? — No; I think most people would concur with me in 
that 

719. What sort of a place is Minehead to pick up a pilot? — Very good, 
•sir. 

720. How are your boats rigged?— Cutter-rigged and decked. 

721. If the pilotage were done away in the outer Channel, would you think it 
desirable to go to the westward and look out for ships in your boats ? — Yes. 

722. You would not ask any more pilotage? — I don't know about that. 

723. Would you think it worth your while to run the chance of picking them 
up? — I could not do it on chance. 

724. Have you any idea what would suit you down to Ilfracombe ? — The 
€ame as the Bristol boats get« 

286. I 3 725- That 
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as April 1854. 725. That would suit you ?— Yes. 

726. And you don't think that it would suit you to do it for less ? — No, 

I think not. 

727. Your rates have been increased? — Only on the small shipping, up to 
120 tons, and a deduction of one-fourth by steam; that is a decrease, and there 
is a new law now. 

728. If you cannot get a ship up to the town of Bridgewater, do you take it 
up for the same pilotage, or charge mouey while you are detained on board? — 
Money while we are detained, in addition to the pilotage ; tides money it is 
called, that is charged if we are required to remain on board. 

729. I am speaking of your taking charge of a vessel outside your river; if 
you cannot get all the way up with her, and you are detained on board, do you 
have detention money or not?— Sometimes they will lay for eightjor ten days, 
and then we have tides money, but not for 24 hours. 

730. Are the fishing stakes, as they used to be, outside the Gore Buoy? — ^Yes, 
they are N. W. about two fathoms below water. 

731. Are they not very dangerous to small craft? — Yes, very dangerous 
indeed. 

732. Are there any nets put there ? — ^Yes, in the winter season, from the latter 
part of September till Christmas, about three months. 

733. Are these stakes dangerous to the navigation of your river? — ^Yes, very 
often they frighten strangers when they see these piles sticking up. 

724. Bat not if they have a pilot on board ? — They don't like them, and they 
ure very dangerous to small craft. 

James McClennan^ Examined by Mr. Clegram. 

m 

735. HOW long have you been the master of a ship? — For the last 18 
years. 

736. How many years have you been in the habit of trading up the Bristol 
Channel ? — I think it is 12 years. 

737. Have you always traded to Gloucester ? — Nearly always ; I have been 
to Bristol once or twice. 

738. Are you well acquainted with the navigation of the Bristol Channel ? — 
1 know it pretty weiK' 

739. Do you think it might be safely left to the option of masters to employ 
pilots or not between Lundy and the Holms? — Why, yes; I think it a tax on 
me to be compelled to employ one, because in bad weather I cannot get one, 
and I run up to Barry very often before 1 can get one. 

740. Has it frequently been the case when you have entered the Channd that 
you have not been able to ^et a pilot? — Almost always in bad weather. I have 
almost always run up to Barry without one ; two years ago I ran into Eingroad 
without one, though I had my jack flying all the way up- 

741. Can you say whether the masters of vessels agree with the opinions you 
have expressed ? — Yes, it is generally felt by them to be a hardship. We have 
to pay three pilots to Gloucester ; in the first place, we engage some of the 
hobblers, and having engaged one to run to Kingroad, when we get to the Holms 
we meet the Bristol pilot, and we are obliged to have him, and after that, then 
comes the Gloucester pilot. 

742. Then you think, as the master of a vessel having had some years' expe- 
rience, that there would be no risk if it were left optional with you to employ 
pilots or not between Lundy and the Holms ? — I think so. I think the Holms 
would be a good station for pilots, with liberty to cruise a little further to the 
west. 

743. Having a stati(m at the Holms, would they be any assistance in running 
up to the Holms? — There would be greater risk in beating about Channel for 
a pilot, than in running up to the Holms. 

744. Frqm your knowledge of the Gloucester pilots, do you think them com- 
petent to navigate between the Holms and Gloucester r — Not one of them but is 
as equal as the Bristol men ; they are always below the Holms, and ought to 
know the Channel, certainly. 

745. What 
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745. What size was your ship, Captain McClennan ? — Seven hundred tons. ta April 1854. 

Mr. E. Drew"] Is this one of the gentlemen who has made a statement 
before ? 

Mr. Clegram.'] No ; I could not get either of those gentlemen here. 

746. (By Mr. E. Drew,) When you were running up the Channel with your 
jack flying, were you in the ordinary course of vessels ? — I never was out of the 
track of Lundy- I never ran my ship into danger to avoid a pilot, and never 
would. 

747. What was the name of the ship which you ran up to Kingroad without 
a pilot ?— The " Thomas James." 

748. (By Mr. Pope.) Did you ever complain to the Bristol authorities of the 
negligence of their pilots ? — 1 never did. I made an application once to Captain 
Drew to get another pilot down in the place of one who, I believe, ran my ship 
aground the Solway. 

749. Did you make any complaint then ? — No. 

750. When did that happen ? — In December, about six years ago. If I had 
had a Gloucester pilot on board that ship, I believe he could have run her up 
with safety. 

7.51. Does your memory serve you with the name of that Bristol pilot ?— No ; 
you will find it in my note 10 Captain Drew. 

752. Why did you not make any complaint to the authorities then ? — Because 
I did not wish to hurt the man. 

7.53* (By Captain Beechey.) Where did you pick up that Bristol pilot? — ^The 
Bristol pilot ? We hove-to at the Holms, and then went down to the Nash. 

754. Where was the wind then ?^— It was S.S.W. 

755- Why did you go back to the Nash ? — To bring up ; we were bound to 
Gloucester. 

756. Where did you take the pilot? — Between Ilfracom be and Lundy. He 
said he could not take me any farther, and there was but 18 feet of water then, 
and ft was a heavy ship too. She drifted down to Nash, and it came on a 
dirty night. We had to run into Kingroad, and there she went aground. The 
Gloucester pilots all say they could have brought the ship up in safety at that 
time. 

757. I understand from you that the masters of vessels would be very glad to 
be relieved of the outer pilotage ? — I would, for one. I think it a great injury 
to the port of Gloucester to be compelled to take pilots below the Holms. 

758. Do you think all masters of ships could bring up to the Holms them- 
selves ? — Yes. 

759. From where? — Any man with proper charts and books, and so on, may 
bring a fihip up as far as the Holms. 

760. Could you bring her up yourself? — I think so. 

761. Where would vou stand in to the Scarweatber with a 700 ton ship? — 
I canH tell, without referring to the chart. 

762. And suppose 3'our chart was burnt or lost? — ^Then I must do the best 
I could. 

763. Suppose it was thick weather here, what would be a fair place to stop a 
ship. Suppose, for instance, that the Legislature should devise a station for 
pilots, higher up than Lundy in the Channel, where would you have it as a safe 
place to round and wait for pilots? — I think the only place would be the Holms, 
in ordinary weather. 

764. I understood you were drifted down from the Holms to the Nash ? — 
Yes. 

765. But you think you could get to the Holms at ail tides ? — Yes. 

766. Welf, I have known the Admiralty yacht strike these with all their beau- 
tiful pilotage. Suppose you run out to the Fathom Bank instead of the shore, 
how would you keep clear of that? — I should know by my soundings. 

767. Then do I understand from you that you could read from your chart ? — 
Yes. All the pilots I meet with know no more than I do in a little thick 
weather. 

768. Do you think it would be safe to trust the navigation of the Channel to 
charts?— Yes ; and to keep a good look-out. 

769. What chart do you use ? — I have not used one for two years ; I had the 
last one, when I did, of Tinmore. 

286. 1 4 770. (By 
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lis April 1854. 770. (By Mr, Clegram.) I suppose you would propose that the Channel should 
•' be altogether without pilots? — Decidedly not ; but there ought not to be a com- 

pulsory pilotage, except for those vessels that need them. 

771. (By Mr. Pope.) Do you propose to pay the pilots anything, if it was 
optional to employ them, and not to take them at all in fair weather ? — I leave 
that to the gentlemen in London. 

772. (By Mr, Clegram.'] Is it not optional in the English Channel before you 
come to the Cinque Ports ?— Yes ; if masters of vessels want pilots there they 
take them, and if not they do not. 

Captain Beechey (to Mr. Clegram).] Do I understand you to class the 
navigation to the English Channel with that ofthe Bristol Channel. 

Mr. Clegram.] No ; I merely say, that the entry of the lower part of our 
Channel may be safely left to the masters, as in the English Channel. 

Captain Beechey.'] But in making that compaiison, you must consider 
whether both navigations are equally safe. 

Mr. CUgram.] I leave that to the witness. 

Captain Beechey.^ But you have the inference that they are both equally 
safe. 

773. (To the Witness.) Which do you consider the safer, the Channel run- 
ning up to the Holms, or through Dover Straits ? — I consider up to the Holms^ 
is the safest. 

774. Have you ever been up through Dover Straits ? — No. 

775. Then how do you know ? — By referring to charts, and by what I have 
beard. 

Mr. Clegram.'] I don't put the question to the Captain, nor do I say 
whether it is so or not. 

Witness.] I have heard from several captains, that 4;he Bristol Channel is» 
preferable to the English. 

Mr. Thomas.'] I think it is, west of Swansea. 

Captain Beechey.] If you will call any witnesses on the subject, I shall 
be happy to hear them ; but you can't know much about this subject 
yourself. — (To Mr Clegram.) Do you wish to ask the witness anything 
more? 

Mr. Clegram.] No, thank you. Captain Beechey. 

Captain Beechey.] We are now ready for Bristol then. — (To Mr. Brice.} 
Shall we go on now, or begin on Monday ? 

Mr. Bnce.] As you please, sir ; but when we begin, I think it will be 
well to go through with our case at once. If Captain Drew is here, we 
will go through his evidence first, and then I shall have the benefit after- 
wards of his attendance here. 

Captain Drew called into Court. 

Captain Beechey.] I beg to say. Captain Drew, I regret that, for the- 
sake of uniformity in our proceedings, we have been obliged to be deprived 
of your presence during this inquiry. I can assure you that you were 
not admitted only on account of preserving uniformity, which, if departed 
from, might have been objected to by other parties. 

Captain Drew.] I did not take it personally, of course. Captain Beechey,. 
as far as I am concerned. 

Mr. B7ice.] Before I take any steps to examine Captain Drew, you will 
allow me, perhaps, to make a very general statement of the course which I 
deem it desirable to pursue on the part of the authorities of Bristol. ' We 
are here, sir, rather in a different position to that assumed by the other 
ports. I understand that they come here to make complaints against the 
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present system of Bristol Channel pilotage, and it was my intention to have st A|^l 1854. 
submitted a few observations to you with respect to those complaints, but, .—._—. 
npon reflection, I feel that it would be better that I should leave them to 
your own judgment and discretion ; and therefore I shall dismiss that part 
of the case, or only touch very briefly upon it. As to the mode of my pro- 
ceedings with respect to the authorities of Bristol, I confess that I find 
myself in some difficulty, because I do not know what I am here to 
support. Nothing, I believe, has been adduced or hinted at in any 
way that can tend to discredit the present system of Bristol Channel 
pilotage. I have listened attentively to the statements of the gentle- 
men who have been called before you, sir, and if we set out upon the 
principle that there are parties, who in all weathers and under all circum- 
stances^ are competent by their knowledge to navigate the Bristol Channel, 
1 freely admit that such may be the case. But, sir, when we take it into 
consideration that the question of pilotage relates more especially to the 
foreign trade, the question is not as to the competency of certain parties, buty 
whetiher we can have one legislation for the foreigner and another for the 
citizen. You have it before you in the Act of Parliament, that in the Bristol 
Channel, that it is immaterial whence a vessel comes; so long as it be from any 
port in England, Ireland, or Scotland, she is exempt from any pilotage 
charges^ and that upon the assumption that the masters are competent, from 
their local knowledge, to take their vessels through the intricacies of the 
Channel, and that if they are not they may have pilots to assist them. Now 
this appears to me to support the present principle on which compulsory 
pilotage is applied to strangers, and I think that principle is most important 
for Bnstol, more so, perhaps, than for any other port, because the most of our 
trade is foreign trade, and is conducted in large ships. As respects 
Gloucester, we have seen that most of the foreign trade with that port is 
carried on in small vessels, because out of a number of 134 ships, I think, 
which were shown to have come in, a very small proportion were over 50 
tons. Now such a trade can hardly be compared with that of Bristol, which 
pays a very large proportion of the customs received from the ports in the 
Bristol Channel. 1 feel, however, that there are objections which perhaps 
are inseparable from the present system. That many evils are felt at 
Gloucester I am quite prepared to admit, and also that there may be others 
at Swansea. I admit them freely, but, upon the whole, the system which 
the authorities of Bristol advocate is this, that a compulsory system of pilotage 
is necessary for the stranger in the Bristol Channel, and if that is so I know 
not how to exempt those who, from accidental circumstances, have acquired 
a knowledge of the navigation. If you were to establish a set of outlying 
places, such as at Minehead and similar ports, then it would be absolutely 
necessary that the pilotage should be sufficiently remunerative to enable the 
pilots to be out there in all weathers, and take their chance of vessels coming 
in. One thing is quite clear, that under an optional system the majority of 
vessels would not take pilots in summer or in fine weather ; and it is not in 
human nature to suppose that, if you deprive the pilots of the cream of their 
trade, you can expect them in the rough blufi'nights of winter to lie out in their 
skifis or boats to pick up vessels, only when the masters would be glad to hare 
them. Such a plan, we think, would strike a fatal blow at the whole system of 
pilotage, and would be productive of most serious results. If then, sir, we are 
right in our assumption that compulsory pilotage is desirable within the pre- 
sent limits, whether that system is to be entrusted to the present authorities is 
Quite another thing. I am not here to say whether it should or should not ; but 
this I will say, that nothing has been adduced to show that the present system 
is not properly managed by the Corporation of Bristol. We do not, however, 
say that circumstances may not have arisen to render a change necessary and 
desirable, but we contend that whatever system of pilotage is adopted, it 
should be under the administration of a united body, and should be com- 
pulsory. The gentlemen fix)m Gloucester have very fairly said, ** We don't 
care what we pay on account of pilotage, or where we go, but you are a rival 
port, and we ask you to take us away from Bristol. Do what you 
please with us, but relieve us from Bristol." Others have admitted that 
their object is pretty much the same ; and hence, sir, when the Glou- 
cester people ask for a separate and independent jurisdiction, and the 
286. K Swansea 
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dv Afrit ia54» Swaneea peophe^ witk a modesty which dae^* them istedi^ ^^Ppfy f^^ ^^ addi- 

— . tion of about half die CImiinel to theip pre&mt linrits ; what reasonr can 

exist it their requests are to be granKed, why ^ separate and rndepeadent 
jurisdiction should not be conceded to ev«ry odiet port ift the CkafDnel 
which may hereafter rise into note? I need not remind you, sir, because 
f have ohserved that you have seen the scope of tfai^^ objection throughout 
the inquiry, that sneh a syscem would involve innumerable difficnidties 
to the foreigner. Be c^MDves to Lundy, and he wantsa piloo; he there sees 
fitte or six lights ; be cannot speak a word of English^ and I want to know 
how that unhappy^ mmi is to make hid choice. It is true that he might at last 
get a pilot on board, who, for the sake of securiflg the vessel, woul<t not 
scruple to tell the master a lie, and undertake a navigation for which he was 
utterly incompetent; but the conseqaences which must res«ilt wonld be 
that the whole pilotage tS the Channel would fall into disrepute, and pro- 
bably annihilation. That, sir, is not soefa a sffstom m the Corporatism of 
Bristol wish to me established^ But if the system which is now in force 
is to l>e impugned^ » sy^em that has produced such a staff of pilots, that 
during the last 12 years there has been only one vessel l09t through mis- 
conduct; if I s^iowyou that ffaey hare a general knowledge of every place 
in the Channel, — ^tluit we have a large staff, taken froin a large maritime 
population,— that they employ men capable of supplying vacancies as- they 
occur, — that they t»ain up apprentices to a practical knowledge of the 
Channel, — that they have a lai^e amount of capital invested hi the trade, 
numbering 40 skiflfe^ averaging more than 30 tons, and of the value of 
10,000/., — if I show you all this, sir, then arises an important question as 
to whether the interests of those men should not be taken intocon^eration 
before the present system is altered. I don't say that they should be regarded 
if they are opposed to the public interests ; they are, of course, paramfonnt ; 
but I have no doubt that whatever the result of this inquiry may be, the 
case of these men will receive a proper consideration, and that they will be 
compensated in a similar manner to the pilots of the Cinque Ports. I 
merely mention these facts, sir, to show you^at there is a body of 40 men 
whose interests are vitally affected by this inquiry, and that thejr have 
embarked their all in the trade on the faith of their present privileges being 
continued to them. Supposing, too, sir, that you think it neeesaary to 
break up the present system, what, we ask, is this. Do it, we say, if you 
will, but not upon the ground of mismanagement. If you should think 
that the time has arrived when the Board of Trade should take it out of 
our hands and substitute some other authority, we say, take it from us after 
hearing proper evidence that the change is necessary ; but we wish, how- 
ever, that it should be done upon evidence, and not upon mere hearsay. 
I refer you, sir, fior die value or what I am now stating, to the examination 
of the man, Mattheu^s. He gave in a document which certainly was very 
clearly an imputation upon the present authorities ; but when I examined 
him, with the aid of Captain Drew, the haven-master, it appeared that he 
knew nothing at all of what had been written for him, and which indeed 
appeared to be the concoction of other parties ; in point of fact, when he was 
interrogated, he knew nothing at all of the case which he was ealM to 
rapport. Now the Gloucester people, if they propose that such men as 
this sliould be at liberty to conduct vessels over any port of the Channel^ 
make it important for us to consider whether such a man Ought not to be 
the last to take charge of a large and variable ship which he might find 
coming up the Channel bound for the port of Bristol. I submit, sir, that 
whatever system? is adopted must be a united one, and that the pilots should 
have a general knowledge of all the ports they may be called upon to enter. 
Perhaps this may , not apply to all the creeks and rivers of the Channel. 
Gloucester may be an exception ; and the River Usk at Newport, the Tawe 
at Swansea, and the Parret at Bridgewater, might also be excepted. But 
this would not be inconsistent vrith a united system of pilotage ; and it 
would be extremely desirable, I think, that the river pilots should be con- 
fined within their respective limits. Hence, sir, we appear here simply on 
public grounds. We hope, and expect, that whatever may be the result of 
this inquiry, the Government will bear in mind the importance of having a 
separate system of pilotage for the whole Channel, for wherever that pilotage 
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Biay ttermtsate the priaciple is the same. If you take away the servjoes of ^^ Afjril 1854, 

our oYiu pilots, ^ve us ^t least a set of men who can ecnduct our own Teesels ^ 

ifito oiH* own river <mtk€tffet^, and witifa the aame tidvanftagee which we now 
enjoy, I am quite sow, «ir, that yeu will not advocate «ny charge upon 
mere heaipsay evid^)ce, <bot unless you are convinced that the present system 
4ee6 net work wef)!. I •shall «ot oeoapy more of yottr liiae, twt will now call 
Captaie .Opew l>efope yo«i, the h^wien-nftarteT, and flie wiU te*l jon what is 
the state ^ 4)e Cl^annel, the maoagement and oanduct of «ke pilots, bow 
llbey are admitted and governed^ their xhitiea and privileges* and how diey 
afe ^treated fer fniseonducA, or w4Mn complamts are made a^inat diem . He wi 1 1 
then give yon his opioHHiiB as to the oourse to he adoplad in the Chaaadl for 
aecnring an ^eftc^ent ^tem of f^lotage ; and i am mtm that when I have pat 
l»tt before yon, tl^ leas I can say upon the ^abject the better. So fer as 
4ascussiug m¥A\ Mr. Thenras the lefai conatroctaoa tff Acts of Parliament, I 
have found myself competent to the management of the caae ; but when we 
have to apeak on the nvtinte W^^faeOh a—c l, the idiaals and banks, and so forth, 
f confess i^hat 1 kiiow aothia^ about it ; that heiug so, I «hall pnt Captam 
Drew before you, who wkW i»e aible to enter fully into all those matters, and 
that being done I shall call oa one or ikmuc of the Brnstai pilots, from whom 
yoa will be able ^ form your own jadgnent as to their intdligence, and 
their capacity to discharge the duties thef acre eatled mi to perform. I hope 
aAso to be able to bring l^fore you «oine<ofthe meickants mt tmders of Bristol, 
wtio, 9n all general pcatienlars, wiU eoniirni the outline «f the statement I 
have BOW cndenvoqwd to put before you. 

Captain John J)rew^ Haven Master of the Port of Bristol, Examined by 

Mr. BriQC. 

776. HOW loi^ have you beew acquainted with the navigation of the Bristol 
Clwi»el?^Si»ce 1812. 

777* How long hav« you been the haven-master of this port ? — For 13 years. 

778. Is it pjot pf your duty to mal^e yourself acquainted with all the bearings 
of tbe Channel ?— It is. 

779. You have the control of the pilots in the Channel? — I have. 

780. What is your opinion es to compulsory pilotage ? — I think it should be 
compulsory from lAindy, because move than half the trade is &raign* The trade 
is carried on in larger vessels than usual ; we have had them of 1^0 tons. 

781^ W^ hav^ lieard of a stranger with charts finding his way in all weathers 
to the Holms ? — I should think there vias very little chance of his doing so 
with a strong breeze blowing, and a dark night. If he did not know his way, 
he might expect to find the Culvers, the One-fathom Bank, the Sandridge, or 
the Foreland Led^, on the south side, or the Helwieka, the Scarweathers, and 
the Nash Sands, on the north. In my own experience, I commanded a vessel 
from Bristol to the West Indies fior 20 years, and I never went out without a 
pilot, putting him asbone at Lundy ; and I think Captain Beechey will agree 
with me that that was the safest course, and that with a strong easterly wind 
and a flood tide there would be very little chance of getting a pilot until he came 
on the English ground. 

782. Do you know IMracombe ?-^Yes. 

783. What kind of harbour is it ?-^Itta dry for \^ hours ont of the 24 ; you 
very often cannot get out of it. 

784. Du you think it fitted for a pilot station ?~ Decidedly unfit. 

785. What is the present «taff of the Bristol Channel pilots?— Fifty pilots, 
80 men, 40 apprentices, 40 ski&, averaging 34 Urns, of the value of 10,000/., 
and nearly 4,000/. has been expended within the last four ytars in new skiffs. 

786. What k die capacity of these vessels? — I am sadafied that they are 
capable of weathering out any weather. 

787. Where is the principal pilot station ?— At Lnndy ; hut they are permitted 
to cruise to the westward. 

788. What is the usual number of pilots at sea?— From 25 to 30. I have 
bad no complaint of vessels not being boarded at Lundy this winter. During 
the last winter I never had less than firom 20 to 80 pilots at sea. 

789. What are the qualifications for a Bristol Channel pilot? — He must have 
been apprenticed for five years, or employed in cruising to the westward in a 
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««! April i854, pilot's skiff for seven years or upwards. He must not be under 26, nor more 
than 46 years of age, and he must be able to read and write. 

790. What is the general state of the pilotage of Bristol ? — 1 think that the 
pilots are efficient for all the purposes of tne Channel. 

791. What is your opinion of the proposition to establish five or six distinct 
pilotages in the Channel? — It will result in endless disputes and litigation. 
We have an instance of that already with Newport ; they are always before the 
Trinity Board. I have been before the Board myself respecting the Newport 

J>ilots, and the consequence was that a strong order was sent down to all of them 
rom the Trinity House. I think I have the paper with me from Mr. Herbert, 
stating that there was no objection to their cruising beyond their limits and board- 
ing vessels in the Bristol Channel, but that if they did board any inward bound 
vessel not within the limits of their licence they were to hoist a signal into 
Newport, and the same with regard to any outward bound vessels. The paper I 
refer to I find is dated the 23d of December 1861. 

792. Do you think a system of pilotage compulsory to the Holms, and after- 
wards optional, is open to objection ? — Yes ; there would not be sufficient to keep 
up the system if it were not compulsory from Lundy. 

793. Can you give any statement as to the amount of losses in the Channel 
under the present system ? — We have one on the eastern side of Lundy, with a 
pilot on board, and that was about 10 years ago. 

794. What amount of accidents have you had with pilots on board ? — We had 
one last fall, in August. I think it was a boat was run on Sully Island; the man 
was nearer land than he thought he was. The pilot resigned, that is, he sent in 
his licence, because he knew he would be broke for it. I don't know of any 
other similar instance in the Channel. 

795. Do you recollect the pilot Perceval being broken for not having taken a 
vessel after being spoken outside Lundy ? — Yes; he was started before the depu- 
tation went to the Board of Trade. I happened to be looking at the Shipping 
Gazette, in London, and I saw the matter mentioned there. On my return from 
London I noticed the matter to the Master of the Society of Merchants ; a meet- 
ing was called, and on the following Monday he was deprived of his licence. On 
that day, or the day after, we received a notice from the Board of Trade ; but 
the committee had been called together, and the man dismissed the service before 
the communication was received. 

Mr. Thomas.^ My statement was that the matter appeared in a Liverpool 
paper before it was noticed by the committee. 

Captain Drew.] I did not see it until I saw it in the ^* Shipping Gazette,** 
and I want to show that we are alive to such matters. 

Captain Drew's Examination resumed by Mr. Brice. 

796. We have been told very frequently during this inquiry, that vessels 
coming in can*t get Bristol pilots ; is that so? — Not since February 1853, when 
the bye-laws were altered, and I had greater power given me. Last winter 
there was no complaint whatever. 

797. We have been told that masters very frequently attempt to avoid the 
pilotage ? — I believe a great number continually practice that. 

798. What do you propose as the best remedy for that ? — ^To have the pilotage 
paid into the Customs in the same way as the lights. The foreigner now goes 
free, while the British have to pay. 

799. We have heard a good deal about masters, sometimes even recklessly, 
running their ships into danger to evade the pilotage ? — I have never heard of 
it ; I don't think any judicious person would do so. 

800. What would be the effect upon the underwriters if that were the case, 
and a vessel was lost ? — I should say the effect would be a very considerable 
reduction in the amount of the insurance. 

801 . I think we may assume that Gloucester is not a port in the Bristol Chan- 
nel? — No : I consider it in the Severn. 

802. What is the class of vessels trading there ? — A great number of them are 
French luggers, chiefly laden with corn and timber. 

803. I believe under our Act all coasters are free? — ^Yes. 

804. You 
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804. You have heard the proposition of the Gloucester and Berkeley Canal .** hftH 1854* 
Company for a pilot station at the Holms ; what is your opinion of it ? — ^As a 

practical man^ I ridicule the idea of a station at the Holms. I don't think the 
pilots who might be appointed for Gloucester would have a sufficient local 
knowledge to take vesseb from the Holms to Gloucester. . 

805. In point of fact, you don't think the Gloucester people would be able to 
do with one set of pilots ? — ^No, there are three classes now, and I think the 
inconvenience of changing must continue ; I advocate the present system, and 
there the local pilot should be confined to his own waters. 

806. Do you know the rates of pilotage to Gloucester? — ^Ten feet, 2^. 6d. 
A vessel of 400 tons and 16 feet, would be charged 4L for a distance of 22 
miles. 

807. What is the sum charged by you from Kiugroad to the Holms? — 
£.1. 1^- 

808. And the distance? — ^Tweuty-one miles; the charge at Gloucester is 
more than three times greater than ours for nearly the same distance. 

809. As to the customs duties paid at Gloucester? — I think there will be 
some difficulty in getting them ; I have tried for them without success. I have 
seen it stated in print to be 80,000/. 

810. Now as to the Newport pilotage ? — That is under the Trinity House ; 
there are constant collisions between us and the Newport pilots, and they would 
not be at all licensed if there were five or six different stations. 

81 1. What as to Cardiff r— The pilotage at Cardiff is under the Bristol autho- 
rities, and is satisfactory. I met a master in charge of a vessel, and asked him 
if there was anything in the present system that was not satisfactory. He said it 
did not require any alteration, and that it worked well for the Bristol Channel 
pilot. 

812. Will you give us generally your opinion of the present system? — I 
really believe, with my experience of it, that it is as good a system as possible. 
I donH mean to say that improvements are not to be made ; but taking it alto- 
gether as a system, and with the powers the City and the Society of Merchants 
have lately given me, I think it works very well. 

813. As to remuneration? — I have made a comparative statement of the 
pilotage rates of the ports of London, Liverpool, and Bristol. Our lowest 
pilotage for a vessel of from 80 to 100 tons from Lundy to Bristol, 90 miles, is 
4/. 4s. Od.; for the lowest draught of water for the same distance from the 
Downs to London it is 8/. 9^. 6d.; and from Great Orm's Head to Liverpool, 
40 miles, 4/. 10^. 

814. The rates are smaller then in Bristol than in London ? — ^Yes, 14/. 4^. 6d. 
is our highest charge in Bristol, while in London it is 30/. 17^. 4 J., in addition 
to the boarding money from the pilot cutter, and 10/. Is. in Liverpool. 

815. (By Captain Beechey.) Are you aware that a new rate for London passed 
through the Privy Council in February last ? — Yes, I believe it made a reductiofi 
of about 10 percent. 

816. (By Mr, Brice.) You say 10/. 7*. is paid in Liverpool for a distance of 
40 miles. Now without inquiring into the difficulties of the different channels, 
it does appear that the pilotage of Bristol is less than that of other places ? — 
Yes. 

817. Can you tell us the amount of customs duties paid by the ports in the 
Bristol Channel?— I think about 120,000/. from the different Channel ports, 
excepting Bristol. 

818. What is the amount of customs duties paid in Bristol? — ^£.1,200,000. 
We have 80,000 tons of shipping belonging to the port of Bristol. From Glou- 
cester I have no return ; but at the other ports, including Swansea, Cardiff, 
and Newport, there are 37,824 tons registered as belonging to all the other 
ports. 

819. (By Captain Beechey.) Is it merely tonnage in the port, or registered 
here, that you speak of? — It belongs to owners in Bristol, and sails from the 
port. 

820. (By Mr. Brice.) What is the amount of pilotage which has been paid? — 
After the new Act came into operation on the 1st of October last, my accounts 
have been kept much closer. My returns to the Board of Trade for the three 
months from October to January last, amount to 3,077/. 14*. 6d. 

286. K3 821. What 
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^ t AyiM ta§» . ^21. Wbat proportion of that amount oane from Brirtol ?~Newrly 1,900 1 
altogether ; 1,868 L %$.Qd. 

822. I believe Piii is tbe ciiief nurgeiy aov for pilots in tbis place? — it is, 
and has been so for manjr centuries ; all means hare been adopted for its im- 
provement. We have schools capable of aeoomcnodating frooi 800 to 400 
ehildpen of the maritime population, a reading-room for the pilots, supplied with 
daily and weekly papers, and 500 rolumes of books from wbidi the pilots may 
aelect and take to sea ^ith theuj ; Piii is very much improved of late years. 

823. What examination do the pilots have to pa^ ?-*^An examination before 
thi^ S^iety of Merchant Venturers, with the assistance of the Master of the Local 
Jdarine Bos4*d, as well m myself* 

824. Is it a public examination ?— Yes, to any one v»rho chooses to come. 

Mr. Bnce.l I think that is all that I shall have occasion to ask Captain 
Drew. 

Mr Pope (to Captain Beeehet/).^ I have been requested, sir, to ask yon 
to take a iMte of the so^estion » to the payment of the pilotage duties at 
the Customs, £9r at present we fear there are as many escape as pay them. 

Captain Drew recalled, and Examined by Mr. Brice. 

825. We have been talking of the propriety of altering the peseot mode of 
charging the pilotage ; ane the pilots ever paid till their notes hare received 
y^our sigoature }'^'No ; they have to sue sometimes to recover the amount, and 
very o€^n go without it ; the elass of vessels from which they lose most is a clam 
eowing to Cardiff and Newport, with men on board from Juondon or liverpoolt 
who pilot the vessels all the way with the understanding that they are to receive 
a certain sum of money for it^ 

%26. In point of fact, do yon ever give a pilot a certificate unless tbe dut^ has 
been actually performed P-^-Certainly not ; I never put xoy name to any bill for 
which the duty has not been done. 

827. Can you tell us the average earnings of the Bristol pibts? — I am quite 
satisfied thai tlie best paid man does not make 290 L a year, and he pays two- 
BbhB of all his earnings, or 7 s. 6 d^ out of every pound to his man, h^id^ the 
wear and tear of the bo^, and tbe fogd for the man and boy^ 

89^. Is the amount you have stated the gross amount ? — Yes. 

Mr. BriceJ] That is all I shall ask Captain Drew ; 1 shall leave tbe diffi- 
culties of the Channel in your hands, sir. 

829. (By Mr. Thomas.) Have you stated that no alteratioQ would enable 
Gloucester to do with one set of pilots? — I think if I understand the matter, it is 
tfaM: the Bristol Ciian»el pilot brings the vessel to Kingroad; the Gloucester 
pilot takes her from Kii^oad to SWpness, and then 1 believe there is another 
pilot from Sharpness to Gloucester. 

' 830. My object is to ask you whether yo« con&ader Swansea is in the same 
IMcitinii ; do you consider that any alteration oould be made with regard to 
Swansea ? — I think the Swansea fulot should 90 from the MnrnUe Head into 
Swansea river. 

£31 • Do you consider Swansea an Gloucester to be at all on a par ?-^Yea. 

i^2. You stated that the customs duties paid by Bristol amounted to 1,200,000^ 
and by the other ports of the Channel to 120,000 /. ; you also stated that the 
Indeof Glcmcester was principally timber and com ; are yon not aware that the 
trade of CardijIF and Newport is principally coal and iron ore ?-* That is the 
export trade ; I am speaking of the import. 

B33. I believe the principal foreign trade of Swansea is c<^)per oie in^ and eoal 
out ? — ^Yes. 

854. Are yon aware that those materials do not pav any duties under tfie present 
tariff? — I am speaking ^the imports, as I said before. 

835. Do you consider it a fair way to make an estimate? — I have only taken 
the bnport duties y<m pay. 

83^. I ask you again, do you consider it a fair way of estimating the importance 
of the two ports ? — ^Yes. 

837. Are you awane that a vessel laden with me of the value of 70^00L has 

c<»ne 



Digitized by 



Google 



telMtm h the KATIGATION ef the BRISTOL CHANNEL. 7^ 

come into our port, and would not fMty a dMllkig m cusfoiM duties* ? — I heard •# il^ril i^s4* 
of one of aOyOOO /. -• - - 

838. Are you aware of the property of copper regulus ?— Yes ; not a penny 
would appear in the customs duties on that account. 

839. rrevious to Sir Robert Pefel's tariff copper ore paid a duty ? 

Captajn Beeehey^ How doe» thm bear an the qmstion i»f pfIo<ttge? 

Mr. Thomas.l Captain Drew appears here to support the case of the 
Bristol Corporation, and he says the whole regulation of the Channel 
pilotage ought to remain with them, because they pay a certain amount of 
Customs duties ; Mr. Brice only carried out the same idea when he was 
before the Committee of the House of Commons, and they have expressed 
an opinion upon the subject, of which you are aware. 

Mr. Brice.'] I say that if there is to be any local authority, there is no 
good reason, either as respects wealth or magnitude, why that authority 
should not be established here. I only ask you, sir^ to take that argument 
for what it is worth ; you may not attach any impwtance te it. 

Captain Drmo^fk Examination resumed by Mr. Thomas. 

840. Does each pilot make a report? — Yee ; each report reaches me* 

841. Can you tell me the number of vessels with your pilots entering Swansea 
within the last twelve months r— I can for three months. Not many I think ; I 
find it is a blank. But I should give Mr. Thomas the information that the Cuba 
trade have been fighting this question with us for some five or six years past 
They come in at Caldy, and we can't see them, and so they get away from us. 

842. I su|)pose if you saw them up the Channel, you think they ought to be 
boarded ? — Yes. 

843. Could you prepare an account for the last twelve months by Monday ? — 
I can't promise that. 

844. (By Captain Beechey.) These are the Board of Trade returns I see? — 
Tes, we had the form from the Board, and we got them printed here. 

845. These returns are very useful to yon ?-*-Yes. 

846. Do you require anything more in them 1^^\ thittk> not ; there is do diflGl- 
culty at all about them. 

847. (By Mr. Thomas.) It has been stated in this room by a person who had 
made eight-and-forty voyages up and down the Channel from Swansea ? — Oh, 
yes ; I have been in correspondence with Captain Simpson very frequently. 

848. He said he had been spoken only three or four times, and not more, by a 
Bristol pilot ? — I say that if the Swansea trade comes into Caldy they would not 
be likely to find a pilot, but if it came by Lundy they would. 

849. He stated also that out of those four times, only one pilot wished to come 
on board ? — Did he say whether he was to the east or tbe west of Lundy ? because 
it makes all the difierence. If he spoke them north of Lundy he was well known ; 
they knew the ship and they knew the man, and therefore did not trouble about 
him. The day before Percevalspoke the vessel which he refused to take, and for 
which he was broke, he spoke two vessel^ and smother pilot ^ke one, to the west, 
and would have taken them, but they were outside of Lundy, W.S. W., and would 
not have them. 

850. Yon said dtere were no complaints from Cardiff ?-^No. 

851. Are you aware that a petition has been presented to the House of Com- 
mons from Cardiff, in which it is stated that in the opinion of the petitioners it is 
highly expedient that the jurisdiction of the Corporation of Bristol in respect of 
the pilotage of the Bristol Channel should be repealed, and restricted to vessels 
trading to and from the harbour of Bristol, and that the proper authorities of the 
several harbours in the Bristol Channel be empowered to regulate the pilotage of 
their own district, inasmuch as such authorities are better acquainted with tfte* 
wants of the port, harbour, and district in respect of which they act ? — I am not 
aware that any such petition has been presented. I only know that Mr. CoAn 
attend e the meeting. 

Mr. E. Drew.] Did not the petition proceed from the Corporation of 
Catdiff al the imtigation of the Swansea Harbour Trustees ? 
^86. K 4 Captain 
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aa April 1854, Captain Drew."] Well, I dare say it did, 

Mr. Thomas.'] It is a petition from the mayor, aldermen, and burgesses, 
who are the conservators of the port of the borough of Cardiff, and they state 
in their prayer that, in the opinion of the petitioners it is highly expedient 
that the jurisdiction of the Corporation of Bristol, in respect of the pilotage 
of the Bristol Channel, should be repealed and restricted to vessels trading 
to and from the harbour of Bristol, and that the proper authorities of the 
several harbours in the Bristol Channel be empowered to regulate the pilotage 
of their own distrist, inasmuch as such authorities are better acquainted 
with the wants of the port, harbour, and district, in respect of which they 
act, and they pray the House to approve of the principle enunciated in the 
126th clause of the Swansea Harbour Bill, repealing the provisions of the 
Bristol Act under which all vessels are bound to take pilots. 

Captain Beechey.'] Repealing the old Act? 

Mr. Thomas.] Yes. 

Captain Drew.] How ? 

Mr. Thomas.] The prayer of the petition is, " Your petitioners therefore 
humbly pray that your Honourable House will be pleased to approve of the 
principle enunciated in the said Bill (the Swansea Harbour Bill), and that 
the same should be allowed to pass into a law/' 

Mr. Poole.] The old river at Cardiff, which is under the jurisdiction of 
the corporation, has no trade whatever ; the docks, which have, the corpo- 
ration have no authority over. 

Mr. Thomas.] I think it sufficient for them to know what general laws 
are required for their boroughs, and what they wish repealed. I have been 
in correspondence, not only with Cardiff, but with every port and public 
body in the Channel, and I think there is hardly a public body but has 
prayed to the same effect as Cardiff. 

Mr. Poole.] I could understand that some importance should be attached 
to the petition, if it bore the signatures of the trustees of the Bute Docks ; 
but as it is, I consider it of no value whatever. 

Mr. Brice.] It does not appear to me to have much to do with the present 
inquiry. I am quite willing to admit that this petition does pray that the 
Swansea Harbour Bill may be allowed to pass, and no doubt Mr. Thomas 
could get similar petitions from all the other ports ; but that only opens 
die question whether the principle of five or six different governing bodies 
is to be adopted. Besides, I know nothing of this petition having been pre- 
sented ; it was got up, I suppose, after I left London. 

Mr. Thomas.] I assure you it was filed long before. 

Mr. Brice.] 1 never saw or heard of it, then. However, we will take it 
now for what it is worth. 

Mr. Pope.] Did Gloucester petition ? 

Mr. ITumas.] I believe it did ; I know Newport did. 

Mr. Pope.] No doubt all of them did, for these particular purposes of 
your Swansea Bill. 

Captain Drew's Examination continued by Mr. Thomas. 

852. You stated that in the last 13 years only one vessel had been lost, having 
a Bristol pilot on board ; are you aware whether any have been lost having 
Swansea pilots ? — No, I am aware that one went ashore on Lundy Island. 

853. (By Mr. Clegrarn.) You say, Captain Drew, that a great number of 
vessels avoid the Bristol Channel . pilots ? — Yes ; I hear so continually from the 
pilots. 

854. What is that for ? — To save the pilotage, I suppose. 

855. Is it likely they would, if they did not know sufficient of the navigation 
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of the Channel to do without them?— I can't say; I see strange things done «« April 1854. 
sometimes in my official capacity. ■ 

856. Well, at all events, the avoidance of the pilots shows that they wish to 
get rid of the charge r — I suppose that to be the object. 

857. And there are a considerable number who feel that they can do without 
pilots ? — ^Yes ; the vessels I refer to are principally Americans who come round 
from London or Liverpool, and they have men on board who are paid a certain 
figure for bringing the vessels all the way. 

858. Do you suppose there are none others ? — I will answer you in the words 
of a Committee of the House of Commons in 1841, that that man must be a bold 
man indeed who would attempt to navigate the Bristol Channel without a pilot. 

859. But not if he knew the Channel ? — I should not do it without a pilot. 

860. I suppose there are masters who do it very often ?— I suppose there are. 

861. You have stated, that unless there were a compulsory pilotage from 
Lundy upwards, there would not be sufficient payment to maintain a sufficient 
staff of pilots for those who do require them ? — Certainly not; the upper part is 
the lightest stage of the Channel. 

862. I suppose under a new system it might be so arranged, that the pilotage 
of the upper part of the Channel should be higher than the present rates, and yet 
that the whole charge should be lower than it is at present? — That would be a 
matter for the authorities. I mean to say that without the pilotage was compul- 
sory there would not be sufficient fees to maintain the present staff. 

863. Don't you think the supply would be equal to the demand ? — No, I think 
not. If we were situated as they are at Dungeuess, we should be under 
different circumstances to what we are now, when we find men continually trying 
to pass north and south to avoid paying the pilot. 

864. You stated that the trade of Gloucester is confined chiefly to small 
vessels ; is that of your own knowledge ? — I merely took it from the statement 
I heard made on Thursday. 

865. You ridicule the idea of the Holms as a station ; why ? — I think with 
the wind high, and a man running up there for a pilot, and expecting to find one, 
that he could no more do it than he could fly. 

866. But we have had eviilence that he could find a pilot at the Nash ? — You 
don't mean to compare the Nash with the Holms, do you ? 

867. Do you know that a great number of Gloucester pilots do board there ? 
— I dare say they ma}' in fine weather ; but I am speaking of the possibility of 
stopping to take up a pilot in foul weather. 

868. (By Captain Beechey.) Under such circumstances, do you suppose that 
a vessel could look about there for a pilot ? — Certainly not. 

869. (By Mr. Clegram.) If the pilots of Gloucester had their jurisdiction 
extended to the Holms, with the liberty to cruise below, where would be the 
difficultv ? — I say that the vessels would be away, and on the English grounds 
before the pilots could get them with such boats. 

870. But we should, if any alteration was made, have an alteration in the 
boats. You made a comparison between the Gloucester and the Bristol Channel 
rates. I suppose you know that the Gloucester rate is a charge per foot ? — 
I do. 

871. Is not the Bristol rate a certain charge per ton ?— Yes ; and whether the 
ship is light or loaded she pays the same. 

872. A fairer way would have been to compare the two rates, and show that 
on the upward and downward voyage the payments to Gloucester are less than 
to Bristol. Will you be kind enough to state, though it does not bear much on 
the question, but as you have said there was some hesitation in getting informa- 
tion from Gloucester, to whom did you apply ? — It was a friend of mine to 
whom I wrote for it, as I did not like to apply myself, and he sent me word 
that he could not get it. 

873. Mr. Thomas has asked you a few questions as to the Customs duties,, 
which seemed to me to be put in to show that you were of such importance in 
the Channel. Can you furnish the number and the tonnage of vessels from 
foreign ports entering the port of Bristol in 1853, because I shall be j^repared to 
make a similar return from Gloucester? — The number of vessels for the last 
quarter was 540. 

Mr. Brice.} We can give you an account for the year ending 1853. 
286. L The 
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April 1854. The total of British ships entered inwards was 432, and the tonnage^ 

96,201 tons ; foreign ships, 304, tonnage 78,933 tons ; total of yeesels 

inwards, 776, tonnage, 174,134 tons. 

Mr. Clegram.] If it is not objected to 1 will put in as a comparison the 
number of vessels entering Gloucester for the year ending September last. 
The number of vessels during that period was 524, and the aggregate ton- 
nage 123,893 tons. 

Captain Beechey.] Do you exempt vessels in ballast ? 

Mr. Clegram.] No ; they all pay. 

Captain Drew Re-examined by Mr. Clegram. 

874. Would a return of the earnings by your pilots show what was paid by 
vessels to and from Gloucester ? — £. 412. 6^., and six vessels, for the three months 
ending the 1st of January 1854. 

875. And previously to 1853 you had complaints that pilots were not very 
frequently to be met with in the lower parts of the Channel ? — In the winter 
months we had, but since I have had the power of sending the pilots out, there 
have been no complaints. There have been sometimes as many as 20 vessels 
detained at Pill for a fortnight by the west wind. 

876. Do you know that a large number of pilots were frequently to be found 
in the neighbourhood of Cardiff* and Newport on the look-out for outward bound 
ships f — I am not aware of it. 

877. Do you know that complaints have been made to Lloyd's of vessels being 
frequently in the Channel without pilots ?— Yes ; I know that Mr. Huxtable has 
written letters, and that he has his object in view in doing so. 

•878. What number of new boats did you say you had had ? — ^We have had 12 
boats new since 1852, which cost 4,000/. 

879. That is since the new arrangement you spoke of? — Yes, it is. 

880. (By Mr. E. Drew.) What would the underwriter do if he knew a 
masfer had run his ship into danger to avoid the pilotage ? — The underwriter 
never would pay. 

Mr. Clegram."] We have not said that masters do so recklessly, but that 
they do run into danger in trying to avoid the pilotage. 

Mr. E. Drew.] Well, I ask the haven-master, as a man of forty years' 
experience, how the underwriter would feel if he knew that the captain of 
a vesisel had run her into danger to avoid the payment of a few pounds in 
the shape of pilotage. 

Captain Drew.] I don't suppose he would take her at the average premium 
again. 

Mr. Clegram.] Which do you consider would be the greatest risk for a 
vessel to heave-to in the lower part of the Channel for the sake of a pilot, or 
to run on to the Holms r 

Captain Drew."] To run up to the Holms ; you have room below and 
plenty of water, but there is none up above. 

Captain Beechey (to Mr. Clegram).] You made a remark just now, that a 
higher rate of pilotage would not be objected to if the present one were found 
not to be remunerative. 

Mr. Clegram.'] Yes; I think the case might be met in that way. 

Captain Beechey.'] Let me ask you how that would benefit the ship- 
owners? 

Mr. Clegram.] In ihis way, that if the compulsory eitoployment of pilots 
wereabolished below the Holms, and the pilotage were increased above, it 
. ' " would then be even less than what it is now. 

Captain Beechey.] But would it not be better to have a more extended 
pilotage for the same money ? 

Mr. 
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Mr, Cle^ram.] It is now six guineas from Lundy to KiDgroad, and from «» ApiU ^844* 

the Holms to Kingroad only one guinea. Now supposing the charge were ^ 

increased to two guineas from Kingroad to the Holms, all vessels not em- 
ploying a pilot below the Holms would save five guineas. 

Captain Drew."] The result of that would be that the Gloucester man 
would get el. 2s. for a distance of 40 miles, where the Bristol man has 
el. 9s. for a distance of 80 miles. 

Mr. Clegram.'] I don't put those figures forward as the ones that ought 
to be adopted. 

[The Court then adjourned till Monday. 



Monday, 24 April 1854. 
Captain Drew^ Haven Master of Bristol, Examined by Mr. Clegram. 

881. WILL you furnish me with the particulars of your charges on a vessel 94 April 1854* 
of 500 tons, from Lundy Island to Cumberland Basin. A comparison was drawn . 

by Captain Beechey, on Saturday, between the charges of Gloucester and Bristol, 
and perhaps the witness will furnish you with the charges from Lundy to Cum- 
berland Basin, in order that you may be able to judge? — For a vessel of 500 
tons, the first charge will be 7 1. Is., the Channel pilotage from Lundy to King^ 
road ; 1/. 10^., the river pilotage to Cumberland Basin ; ll.ls. 9d. for boat and 
men ; assistant pilot, 10 s. ; haven-master's fees, As. ; that is for a vessel of 500, 
and under 600 tons, including a boat and five men. 

Captain Beechey.'] I shall ask all those questions presently, as I wish to 
be informed upon them, and it may save time if I give this intimation. If 
any gentleman, however, afterwards thinks that I have omitted anything, 
he may ask any questions then. 

Mr. Clegram.] I have nothing more to ask, except this, sir. It was stated 
on Saturday, by Captain Drew, that there had been some hesitation in get- 
ting information from Gloucester. Now, I have communicated with the 
parties at the Canal Office and at the Custom House, and I find that no 
application has been made at either of those places. 

Captain Drew.] I have already explained that I said that I applied for 
that information through a friend at Gloucester, and that he did not succeed 
in getting it for me. 

Mr. Clegram.] I thought it was attempted to impute hesitation on our 
parts to furnish information, and I feared that an unfavourable impression 
might be made on the Court. 

Captain Beechey.] I understood Captain Drew to explain that it was from 
a private source he attempted to get his information, and that he did not 
succeed. I think that explanation must be quite satisfactory to the GloQ- 
cester authorities. Before I proceed to the business of the day, I wish to 
mention that I have received a note this morning from the Kev. Henry 
Mirehouse, vicar of Pill, on behalf of the deputy pilots of Pill. 

Captain Drew.] There are no such beings in existence. 

Captain Beechey.'] Mr. Mirehouse says, ** Many of them have passed their 
whole lives in piloting small vessels and coasting vessels from Lundy to Bristol. 
Many of them are as experienced and as capable as the branch pilots ; and 
to my knowledge they have been of great use, and saved many vessels that 
would otherwise have been lost. The branch pilots have the Society of 
Merchants and Captain Drew to protect their interests; these poor men 
have no one to represent their position, and I therefore feel it my duty to call 
your attention to their case. I took the liberty of throwing out a suggestion 
to Mr. Cardwell, and he inibrmed me that an experienced officer would 
be sent down to regulate the pilotage of the Channel. The deputy pilots 
386. L 2 wished 
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f4 April 1&54. wished to send a memorial, but I informed them there would be sufficient 

time to do so when the Commission was opened, and I never heard a word 

on the subject till I opened the Bristol newspaper of this day, and I hope 
the men will be enabled to obtain a memorial, stating their position, before 
the Commission is terminated. If my testimony could be of any use, I 
should be happy to give it, either publicly or privately/' 

882. (To Captain Drew.) Now, permit me to ask you what are these pilots ? 
— Men who go out in open boats, and who are to be found in all parts of the 

Channel. 

883. Are they licensed pilot* ?— No ; they are under no authority. 

884. Are they necessary ?— Not at all. ^ - . . 

885. Are you aware why they go as far as Lundy to bring ships up r— It is m 
the summer months they go down there ; they do not go in winter. 

886- Have they been there to your knowledge ?— Oh, yes ; I believe they 

have been there. 

887 It was stated on Saturday that the pilots for the Channel are publicly 
elected; how is that done?— A notice is stuck up that there will be an election 
of pilots. On the last occasion 19 applied, of whom 10 were elected, aiid the 
other nine rejected. Some of these very men were elected who were eligible ; 
they must all be able to read and write. 

Mr. Pooie.'] Will you allow me to ask a question ? 

Captain Beechey.'] li it does not interrupt me in my course of examination. 

888. Mr. Pooled I was simply going to ask whether the limits of cruising are 
determined in any way?— Yes, by the bye-laws; they are hmited to within a 
nidius of 10 miles from Lundy Island, north, south, east and west. 

880. Then a master may avoid those limits if he is desirous to evade the 
pilot^e?— Yes, very easily; if he is desirous to evade the pilotage, he may go 
past Lundy, but if he wanted one he would go to Lundy, and there he would get 
one. I believe it will be proved to Captain Beechey's satisfaction this mormng, 
that when they want a pilot they can always get one there. . . » „^^ 

800. You know Penarth and Lundy Roads ; they are a sort of refuge for eveiy- 
thing, are they not. How many vessels have you seen there at a time r— 1 should 
say Is many as 300 sail ; the large ships lay in the roads, and some of them under 
the Holms. The year before last, I think it was 24 or 25 sail at anchor under 

80 K "supposing in the winter time a stranger makes the land, and gets up to 
the Holms after nightfall, if it is blowing hard, unless he succeeds in getting a 
pilot to the west of the Holms, he must then cruise about to the east t 

Captain Beecheif.-] I think we had better not have that subject over now, 
because it is my intention to take Captain Drew from the entrance of the 
estuary right up. t. j • 

Mr. Poole.-] Then, of course, I will leave the matter in your haads, sur. 

Captain JDrew'% Examination resumed by Captain Beecheif. 
892. To dispose of this note from Mr. Mirehouse, you are of oP^^^n th^t th^ 
pilote are not at aU necessary ?-Not at all; if we wanted more pilots, we caa 

""toa^^D" you happen to know how many ships they have ^r^^^f * ^ ill^^I 
-I do not; they ST often before the magistrates f?^ ^^^l^^^^^^lT^nd 
recollect one of them boarding a ship of Mr. King's ^* 9j-fj*r^^t^;^n 
charging four guineas for bringing her up a distance for which our charge is not a 
guinea; they have frequent disagreements with the pilots. 

894. Are they authorised to make any charges, or do they do then: work by 

^Sr^i'^r^^^^^^^^ Pill. I suppose, without one of your men knowing it ? 

~'8Q6'Vhat is the nature of the disagreements you spoke of r— They are pe^ 
petuSiy interfering with the Bristol pilots. The boats that these men sail m are 
principally held by publicans. 

897. How many pilot boats have you ?— Forty. 

898. Are they all of the same classr-No ; they average 34 tons, but the last 
12 that have been built are larger, and are from 36 to 40 tons. ^^^ ^^^ 
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899. How many of the boats are from 36 to 40 tons? — ^I should think nearly 94 April 1854. 
half of them ; I should say 20. 

900. The other 20 are skiffs ?— They are all skiffs. 

901 . Tlie other 20, how many tons are they ? — From 36 to 40, most of them ; 
there are very few under 30 tons ; they average 34 tons, and reach to 40. There 
were two small ones, but we have turned them out, and had two others built. 

902. How are they rigged ?— Cutter-rigged and decked. 

903. Are they capable of keeping the sea? — Thoroughly. 

904. At all times ? — ^Thoroughly. 

905. Are they capable, supposing the pilotage system to be continued down to 
Lundy, of keeping the sea at all times with a sufficient supply of pilots between 
Ilfracombe and Cardiff? — Decidedly. 

go6. Have you power now to order the pilots out to sea, if they have brought 
ships up, so as to keep a sufficient number of pilots always out ? — Yes, I have that 
authority ; it was given me in February 1 853. 

907. What are your rules with respect to the supply off Limdy ? — We have no 
particular rules to keep a certain number at Lundy ; but a man returns from the 
west, and in the summer months, when there is no call for them, he may remain 
at Pill a week or more ; but from September to March a list is presented to me 
every day of the men at home, and I send them to sea after three days. 

908. Have you any means of knowing the number of pilots at Lundy? — Only 
by the returns of the men to me. I invariably ask them the number left there, 
and who they are ; there is a penalty attached to the bye-laws for not giving cor- 
rect information. 

909. Now for the cruising ground where they are to pick up ships ? — It is within 
10 miles from the westward of Lundy. I will read the bye-law. 

910. Let me know the particulars? — The 10th bye-law states, **That no pilot 
shall, under any pretext whatever, sail or cruise in any part of the Bristol Channel 
westward of the meridian of Lundy, except within a radius of 10 miles from that 
island, or except when otherwise expressly authorised by the haven-master for 
the time being ; and that any pilot who shall sail or cruise beyond such limits 
fihall forfeit and pay, for the first offence, any sum not exceeding 5 /. ;" and so on. 
The distance was so restricted to keep the pilots more together, and in the neigh- 
bourhood of Lundy. 

911. That is, to the westward ; now as to the north ? — They go 10 miles from 
Lundy. 

912. How far is that from Caldy? — Seventeen miles, taking the extreme 
distance. 

913. How far do they go to the south? — ^Ten miles. 

914. Then if a ship wants a pilot, she must run within 10 miles of Lundy? — 
Yes ; north, west or south, and then she will find a pilot ; they may extend as far 
as that from Lundy, but they must not exceed that distance. 

915. Would there be any difficulty in maintaining an intermediate station 
between Caldy and Lundy ? — No. 

916. To have such an efficient pilotage at the mouth of the Channel, by 
desiring boats to retain certain portions of the line between Combe and Cardiff, 
as not to lead ships to leeward to Lundy r — There would be no difficulty in that. 

917. Would you have to increase your pilots or boats? — Not the boats, but it 
might be desirable to incriease the pilots. 

918. You think it would be necessary to increase the number of pilots; how 
many are there at present? — Fifty. 

919. Are they all branch pilots?— Yes, all one class. 

y20. How far are they licensed for? — From 10 miles to the westward of 
Lundy Island to Cumberland Basin, and I believe to all the ports in the Bristol 
Channel. 

921. Have you any other pilots than these branch pilots? — No. 

922. Then all your pilots are expected to go to the limit of the district, down 
to Lundy ? — When they start from Pill they are expected to go down to Lundy, 
unless they pick up a ship before. 

923. You have none limited to the inner channel, then ? — No ; there is only 
one class of pilots. 

924. I observe by a printed paper (the ** Bristol Mirror," of the 12th of 
February 1853) that reference has been made to 28 being at Pill ; 28 skiffs in Pill 
at one time, which certainly is not the place for them to be at r — Certainly not. 

286. L 3 925. How 
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94 Ap^>i854. 925. How does it happen that there were so many of these skiffs at Pill? — 

When there are long westerly winds, the skiffs wait there to take the ships down. 

I have no doubt that upon this occasion there were some 20 sail at anchor in 
Sangroad. 

926. At that time it was stated that ships ran out without pilots, not being able 
to get them ? — ^When was that ? 

927. The 12th of February is the date of the paper, which contains an account 
of some proceedings before the Bristol town council r — There were a few instances 
of that kind, but not many, I believe. 

928. Is it your practice to keep boats in Pill for the purpose of taking ships 
out ? — Yes, the pilot knows generally within a day or two when the ship is leaving 
Bristol, and he takes his boat up. 

929. Then if 28 boats are in Pill at one time, there would be but 22 to take 
up the Channel while there was a westerly wind set in ? — That is so. 

930. Then if those 22 pilots bring up 22 ships, and they also wait at Pill, the 
whole of the Channel would be left without a pilot till they take some of the 
ships down?— That is not exactly the case. 

931. I understood you to say that? — It is not done in a day, or two, or three, 
to bring up 22 ships from the west. Having brought ships to Bristol, the pilots 
would proceed to Pill, and the first who came up would be down again before the 
last had left. It is seldom or ever that we get 22 ships with the wind from the 
west. Now, we have had an east wind for the last three weeks, and then I think 
it may happen that there would be no pilots left at Pill. 

932. But all the pilots may not come to your port; they may go to Cardiff, 
Newport, and other places immediately near; and, therefore, as the haven- 
master, you must be left in total ignorance as to whether there are any pilots at 
Lundy or not ? — ^I should have a return from the pilots. 

933. Is it not the general practice for a man who brings a ship up to take her 
down again ? — Yes, but it is sometimes a month or two months, at all events a 
fortnight or three weeks, before his services are required again. 

934. Suppose a pilot goes on board a ship at Penarth Roads, to take a ship 
down to the west, and another at Newport, and so on, you may have all the pilots 
out from Lundy without your knowing it ? — I don't think that. 

935- You, as haven-master, look after the pilotage, and the shipowners look 
for a proper supply of pilots. What I would say is this : that it does not appear 
that you know with certainty as to the nuu^ber of pilots at the western limits ? — 
There is no bye-law on the subject. 

936. I say, you would not necessarily be informed of it ; and the pilot boats 
themselves having come up with ships with strong westerly winds, take some con- 
siderable time in getting back again, during which time a number of vessels pass 
up the Channel without pilots ? — There is no doubt of it. 

937. That is the effect of the present system, is it not? — That would be the 
effect ; it is the effect of it. 

938. How long is a boat beating down to Lundy with a strong westerly wind r 
— You see they have such an advantage in getting hold of the land, that they 
would reach Lundy in not more than three tides, or a day and a half. 

939. Is there any reason why these pilot boats, or some of them, should now 
always be kept down between Combe and Caldy, putting pilots on board, and 
remaining there for other ships coming up, so that we might not have a station 
left entirely without pilots ?— I see the force of your plan, but it so happens that 
the pilot can't be boarded by the cutter. Our pilots speak the vessel, and follow 
it up, and when they get as far as the Nash, or into smooth water, the pilot goes 
on board. • 

940. Can't you board at Lundy? — Oh, yes; they can board at all times at 
Lundy, or nearly so. 

941. Then they need not come further than the Nash before they boarded, in 
any weather, and at other times they might board from Lundy ? — Oh, yes. In 
strong gales the cutter would have to leave her station, and run to the east to 
place the man on board. 

942. Can you devise some plan that would keep that western limit supplied 
with pilots ? — I should say, by a larger number of men and a larger number of 
boats. 

943. No other? — I fancy that a stationary boat would have to give way in some 
gales of wind, or not board the vessel. 

944- If 
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944. If you were intending to have an efficient relay of pilots, would you .24 April 1854. 

increase the size of the boats ? — No, I think they are sufficient for all purposes ; — r-. 

they are the same as I find in the English Channel. 

945. How many pilots are they capable of containing? — ^There are half a dozen 
pilot boats on which, I think, we could put four aboard. 

946. Have you seen the Liverpool boats ? — No ; but I know they are much 
larger than ours; but there is a difference between Liverpool and the Bristol 
Channel. 

947. Do you know how many there are at the Cinque Ports ; how many for all 
the pilots ? — I was there some years ago, but I can't say. 

948. If the Liverpool pilotage was conducted in single boats, would not the 
expense be considerably increased : — No doubt ; but if we may judge by the 
River Thames, we are lower in our rates than they are, and they have single 
boats. 

949. I am not speaking of the Thames, because that is a different navigation ; 
I am asking you these questions to bring out information: now what are the 
average receipts of your pilots ? — I should say about 200/. 

950. The gross receipts oi' each pilot? — Yes; we can ascertain directly by 
taking the returns for three months, whieh I have put in. They will show 3,077/. 
received for the three months ending the 1st January 1854, and that divided 
between 50 pilots, will give the amount. 

951. Can you speak to the expense of each boat ?--No; the boats belong to 
iJie pilots, and they can give every information you require. I should here remark, 
that from October to January is by far the most profitable period for the pilots ; 
for our timber trade is very large, and the vessels engaged in it mostly come 
in then. 

952. What is the most profitable half-year r — From October to April. 

953. Is this the pilotage in and out ? — Yes. 

954. How shall 1 obtain the maximum and minimum ? — I can give you that 
for the quarter, and I can also give you the return of each man. 

955. If you don't think you can keep an efficient staff at Lundy and that 
vicinity without increasing the number of boats very considerably, how far down 
the Channel could you keep such a staff with your present means ? — Stationary 
boats ? I have stated my objections to them alreisuly. 

956. What 1 say is this ; if you can't keep an efficient staff at the limits of 
your jurisdiction without materially increasing the expense and the rates of pilotage, 
how far down the Channel could you keep such a staff without any increase ? — 
1 think, at all events, as far down as the Nash. 

957. If you had a portion of your boats, with an increased number of pilots on 
board at the western limit of your station, the supply could be kept up by railway 
to Swansea. The pilot could then return to Swansea without waiting at Pill to 
take ships down, and leaving the outer channel destitute of pilots ; he could go 
by railway down to Swansea, and get on board these boats to supply ships running 
up ? — ^They could do that, certainly. 

958. What is the railway fare to Swansea ? — I don't know that. 

Mr. Thomas."] It is 10^. second class from Chepstow to Swansea, and 
third class would be about two-thirds of that. 

Captain Drew's Examination resumed by Captain Beechey. 

959. There has been a suggestion, I see, at a meeting of your Town Council, 
whether a steamer could not take the pilots down ; give me your idea as to the 
expense of that plan, and so on? — I can't as to the expense; but it would be 
much more expeditious to take the pilots down to Lundy in a steamer; the 
expense, I should think, would be something considerable. 

960. You would have to keep a steamer on purpose? — No doubt of it. 

96 1 . How do you get rid of your pilots now ? — ^The skiff is generally astern of 
the vessel. 

962. Then, in fact, your system is this, that the pilot is always with his skiff; 
the skiff attends the ship up, and when she goes down the skiff goes down with 
her, and takes the pilot out ? — Yes, that is so. 

963. Can yoii devise any meaas for getting the pilot out without the skiff? — 
No ; there were three men last year who were taken away. , 

964. That would be equally the case if other means were adopted, they would 
286. L4 have 
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94 April 1854. have been taken away. I am supposing now, that instead of having these boats 
■ of one man, some other plan were devised for taking the pilot out ; we have heard 
of as much as 80 I. being the expenses of a boat, out of a receipt of from 150 / to 
180 /. a year ; and if that is to be the expense of every boat from Pill, it must 
materially increase the expense of ihe pilotage ; now, can you devise some other 
plan ? — I think a steamer at Lundy, in average weather, would have the means of 
taking a dozen men. 

965. But is it necessary for a pilot to go out as far as Lundy ? — I never let my 
pilot go till I got down to Limdy. 

^6(^. Is it the custom to keep them till the vessel reaches Lundy ? — Generally 
so with large ships. 

967. Then if you had a proper arrangement off Lundy, and could make sure of 
a pilot always there, the boats could keep cruising between Combe and Caldy, and 
need not all to congregate about Lundy, but could be within five or ten miles of each 
other, as you should arrange. In such a case would there be any inconvenience in 
running out and taking up the pilots? — I don't quite understand the question. 

968. If such a plan were adopted, would it be attended with any inconvenience 
that the pilot should come down without his ship ? — It would depend upon the 
weather, but I don't think there would be any risk for nine months out of the 
twelve. 

969. You have stated, that in order to ensure an efficient staff of pilots at the 
western limits, it would be necessary to increase the number of pilots ; and if there 
were to be only one man to one boat, there must, of course, be more boats. Now 
suppose another system, having stationary boats, with a number of men on board, 
and by which a vessel might always find a pilot at the mouth of the Channel, does 
it appear to you that the merchants and shipowners of this estuary would then 
complain? — I have not heard any complaints of the present system ; but I have 
no doubt that a man would be able to find his way out of a ship, if the boats were 
in a line between Combe and Caldy. 

970. It has been suggested that a station in Lundy for pilots would be advan- 
tageous ; what do you think of that ? — If you could compel every master to go into 
Lundy, it would do very well. 

971. Would not that be a hardship? — ^With a north or south wind, I should 
not hesitate to nm to Lundy. 

972. If it was a north wind you would have to run to the leeward, would you 
not ? — Yes. 

973. How are your pilots examined ? — Before the standing conmiittee of the 
Society of Merchants. 

974. By whom ? — Generally two gentlemen experienced in the navigation of 
the Bristol Channel, and myself. 

975. By experienced pilots of the Bristol Channel? — ^No, not pilots; but 
masters, or something of that kind. The seamanship part is kindly undertaken by 
Captain Emerson, of the Local Marine Board. 

976. Any person is eligible to be a pilot ? — ^Yes, that has certain qualifications. 

977. Is it confined to Bristol men r — Not at all. 

978. A Newport man can qualify then? — He must have been seven years to 
the westward in the skiff of some pilot, or five years in his service as an ap- 
prentice, as required by our bye-laws ; the 12th. 

979. Can a man of any port in the Chaimel qualify for a Bristol pilot ? — No ; 
an apprentice in another port will not do. The byeJaw is, "That no person who 
has not served an apprenticeship to a pilot in the Bristol Channel, or has not been 
employed in cruising to the westward in the skiff of some pilot for seven years or 
upwards, or who shall be under 25 or more than 45 years of age, shall hereafter 
be deemed qualified to become a candidate for the oflSce of a pilot for the navi- 
gating ships and vessels to and from the port of Bristol." 

980. 1 hat refers to the Bristol boats ? — ^Yes. 

98 1 . Will you have the goodness to tell me how your pilots are paid, and the 
manner in which they are paid r — ^They are obliged to come to me for my 
signature to their bills. When a man is discharged from Newport he comes to me 
with a certificate that he has piloted a ship to Newport, and so on with all the 
other ports. 

982. Then you know how many ships have gone to each port in the Channel 
Vid0 (C.) at p. 136 with your pilots ? — Yes ; it appears in my returns. 

of the Appendix. 983. Will you give me that return ? — 

Mr. 
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Mr. Brice.'] As to coasters and Irish traders, I beg again to remind you ^4 April 1S54. 

that all such vessels, by the 7th section of the Bristol Act, are exempt from 

pilotage. In point of fact, the only vessels now liable are foreign-going ships 
of 80 tons and upwards, whether they are Frenchmen, Germans, Spaniards, 
or any other nation. 

Mr. Thomas.'] By your bye-laws it is different. 

Captain Beechey.'] Where do you exempt coasters and Irish traders. 

Mr. Brice.] By the 7th section of the 47th of George the Third. 

Captain Beechey.] But what as to the bye -laws? 

Mr. JBrice.] We say that no bye-law can have any effect in rendering 
nugatory the provisions of an Act of Parliament ; we have power to make 
bye-laws to do anything within the scope of the Act, but nothing more. 

Captain Beechey.] You have the power to reduce the rates of pilotage by 
the Act. 

Mr. Brice.] I think if the Act of Parliament had been general, and had 
provided that all vessels should be liable, we should have had to frame our 
-i)ye-laws in accordance with that regulation ; but as the Act itself exempts 
certain classes, we say that by our bye-laws we may take off* rates from other 
vessels which are now liable, but that we must not put them on those which 
are so exempt. 

Mr. Clegram.] It is important that this matter should be imderstood, 
because the returns I have made have been drawn up on a different footing. 
I heard the remark that vessels under 80 tons were not bound to pay 
pilotage ; but now I think, from what has been stated, that if any Bristol 
pilots had run alongside any such foreign vessels, the masters would have had 
to pay half the pilotage rates if they did not require the pilots, and the whole 
rate if they took them on board. Therefore I think it follows, either that these 
masters have been very successful in evading the Bristol pilots, or that they 
do not think it worth while to go on board these small vessels. 

Mr. Robinson.] This regulation tends to prevent the pilots from forcing 
themselves on board such vessels. 

Captain Beechey.] But by your bye-laws you compel the masters to pay 
them half the pilotage rates. 

Mr. Robinson.] If he forced himself on board, and found he was not 
wanted, it was thought by providing that he should only receive half the 
pilotage, that it would make it not worth the while of any pilot to make 
the attempt where his services were not required. 

Captain Beechey.] Mr. Thomas and Mr. Clegram, I have to request you to Fiife(D.) at p. 138 
furnish me with returns of the inward-bound vessels liable to take pilots out of the Appendix, 
of your ports. 

Mr. JBrice.] You must have the tonnage also, because it will not follow 
that they are coasters es necessitate. 

Captain Beechey.] I am aware that there are different definitions of what 
constitutes a coaster by different ports. In Liverpool a vessel is not con- 
sidered a coaster till she has sailed from that port for six months. It is 
generally understood, however, to mean a vessel which comes from any one 
part of the United Kingdom to another part of the United Kingdom. Have 
you any bye-law on this subject ? 

Mr. JBrice.] I am not aware of any bye-law in Bristol or in the Channel 
defining what is meant by a coaster ; but the Judges have lately determined 
that a vessel coming from Loudon to Cardiff in ballast, and there taking in 
a cargo for some foreign port, is held not to be a coaster. 

Captain Beechey.] I shall not take upon myself to lay down what is or 
what is not a coaster. 

Mr. Poole.] I heard it said here that a vessel coming from London to load 
for a foreign port was not a coaster, and I wished to ask a question on that 
point. 
1286. M Mr. 
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a4A^U8|fl4. Mr. Clegram.] What is the practice of the Bristol pilots r 

Mr. Bfice.] It is this : if a vessel came round here in ballast, with a view 
of loading partially here, and going to CardiflF to complete her cargo» and then 
going to a foreign port, we should hold her to be a foreign-going ship, and 
liable to pilotage in and out. 

Captain Beechey.] If a French vessel arrived here in Bristol from London, 
for instance, to take in a cargo, would she be considered a coaster? 

Mr. Brice.] Not under the present law. 

Captain Beechetf.'\ Are you alluding to the old law, or to the late Coasting 

Act? 

Mr. Brice.] When did that pass ? 

Captain Beechey.'} This Session. 

Mr. Brice.] I am speaking of a decision given by the Judges before this 
Session* 

Captain Beechei/.] Wliat vessels would you consider as liable to pilotage 
coming to the port of Bristol ? 

Mr. Brice.] All foreign vessels above 80 tons. 

Captain Beeckey.] If they came frum one port of the United Kingdom to 
another. 

By Mr. Brice.^ Yes ; provided that they came merely in transitu. 

Being British ships still ? 

I think the nation they belong to does not matter ; it is the place where 
they are trading from. 

Captain Beechey.] Then that is a return I shall want. 

Mr. Clegram.] I wish to ask Mr. Brice whether an English vessel coming 
in here in ballast, to load for a foreign port, would be liable to pilotage? 

Mr. Brice.] I should advise the authorities that that ship was liable, and I 
may say, it is the practice to pay the pilotage for such vessels. — (To Captain 
Beechey.) You asked me a question just now as to the power to establish 
rates, but it was put aside. 

Captain Beechey.] I don't think it necessary to go into that matter now. 

Mr. George Cole (to Mr. Brice).] Did you say that there was a bye-law by 
which you might reduce the rate of pilotage, but not increase it r 

Captain Beechey.] Was that said here ? 

Mr. Brice.] I never said it. 

Captain Beechei/.] There is a material Act of last year which empowers the 
pilotage authorities to alter their rates, with the approval of the Board of 
Trade. 

Captain Drew's Examination resumed by Captain Beechey. 

984. You are well acquainted with the Bristol Channel ? — I am. 

985. If the outer limit for pilots, which is at Lundy at present, were to be 
abandoned, at what part of the Channel would you establish a station nearer 
Bristol, which you think would be perfectly safe ? — I think between the Nash 
Point to Porlock, taking the side according to the wind, 

986. Will that suit the ships running up Channel ? — I think so. 

987. Can the boats maintain their place between Nash and Porlock under ordi- 
nary circumstances ? — The fast-sailing boats may keep their ground there. 

988. Do you think it is the tides would prevent their always keeping their 
ground there ? — Yes. 

989. If they ware carried up on one tide, would they not come back on the 
next ? — Yes. 

990. Could 
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990. Could they pass so fiu- up without meeting one of your boats ?— ! don't H April 1854. 
quite understand the question. ■ 

991. You are thoroughly acquainted with the Channel, and you know as well 
as auy man how far a boat would drift up the Channel, and that ships would be 
very much inconvenienced by keeping one side ; my question is, if there should 
be a station established short of Lundy, where would you fix that point ? — I would 
fix it from the Nash to Porlock. 

992. What do you think of the narigation of the Channel j&om that point 
upwards ? — There are the Scarweathers and the Nash Sands in the way of run- 
ning on with safety. 

993. Have wiy vessels ever run upon the Nash Sands ? — Yes ; I think the 
Admiralty Yacht went aground there once, with Lord Minto on board. 

994. Any other? — Yes; we had a French brig lost there the year before 
last. 

995. If foreigners had to run up that distance, would they be inconvenienced, 
do you apprehend, by their want of knowledge of the Channel ? — Yes, I think so ; 
they would have these sands in their way for one thing. 

996. Do you think it would be sufficient for them to go by charts, to find their 
way up ?— No ; the tides are against them ; a knowledge of the tides is wanted 
as weU as of the shoals. 

997. Would it be necessary, if you had a station there, that each pilot should 
have a separate boat ? — No. 

998. Could pilots be sent down to Barry and Porlodc, and put on board ?— Yes; 
they could be sent to Cardiff, and find their way from tJiere to Barry. 

999. Can you give me the value of these skiffs }—£. 10,000. 

1000. The whole of them? — The whole of them; we have spent 4,000 Z. in 
new boats in the last four years. 

1001. Would they require any material alteration if they had to carry four 
pilots instead of one? — Not very much ; it would be merely to carry the bulk- 
heads, and the accommodation could be given. 

1 00a. If by increasing the number of pilots without increasing the number of 
boats, each pilot had to pay for the accommodation of the boats, would that 
occasion any confusion among the pilots ? — No doubt, at first. 

1 003. But you think that could be got over ? — No doubt, by a little order and 
discipline. I am now speaking particularly of the inward pilotage, and not of the 
outward. If you increase the number on board their craft, there would be a great 
advantage to vessels entering, but the difficulty is in the outward-bound ships, in 
getting the pilot out. 

1004. But if they went no further than the Nash, there would be no difficulty, 
would there ? — No, I think not. 

1005. Are all your pilots capable ef a system of rotation, if pilots were estab- 
lidied ; that is, would it be necessary for the experienced pilots to go with the 
large ships, or may they go by rotation ? — Yes, for any or every class of Tessels ; 
they are all qualified. 

1006. You spoke of the Customs collecting the pilotage : would you have the 
kindness to explain your plan ? 

Mr. Pope.] It was my suggestion, I think, sir. We think it would greatly 
facilitate matters if the pilotage were paid at the Custom-house before 
entering in and clearing out ; that the pilot should produce a document in 
the same way that the light dues are paid. 

Captain Beechey.'] How would the Director of Customs know what pilotage 
was to be paid ? 

Mr. PopeJ] By the certifi<atte of the haven-master calling upon the parties 
to pay a certain amount. 

Captain Drew.] Preds^y as the light dues are levied. 

Captsun BeecheyJ] That is comparatively easy, and may be readily ascer- 
tained ; but your pilotage is dependent upon where the pilot is picked up, and 
other circumstances which are not always the same. 

Captain DrewJ] The truth is, sir, that the foreigner now goes free ; it is 
the British ship that pays the pilotage of the Bristol Channel. 

1007. (By Captain Beecbcy.) How is that ; is it the difficulty of recovering the 
286. M 2 pilotage? 
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24 April 1854. pilotage? — Yes; it is different with British ships; we can find the owner then; 
but it is not so with foreign vessels ; we can't get at him. We do get the pilotage 
from them inwards, but seldom or ever the outwards. 

• 1008. What do they do then, when the pilot is discharged? — Oh, they say 
they have no money, or anything else, to give him ; and sometimes they thi^eaten 
him if he does not leave the ship. 

1009. How would you do at the Customs ? — ^The same gentleman at Newport, 
I believe, receives the pilotage as the light dues. 

1010. How far down does that extend? — For the Newport district, and a9 
they must pay through their district there is not much trouble in ascertaining^ 
what there is to pay. Mr. Edwards, who is here, can speak to this. 

Mr. Edwards^ Shipowner, Examined by Captain Beechey. 

1111. SUPPOSE the pilot runs the vessel aground? — Then the master should 
get redress. 

1012. But is a Frenchman, for instance, to comeback? — No; wherever the 
ship goes there is a British consul, and he can apply through him for redress. 
I wish to say, as shipowner, that I feel it to be a great hardship because Bristol is 
on the name of my ship, that I should be compelled to pay for those who do not 
pay at all, and who take our pilots out with them, and when they get them down 
to Kingroad threaten to tiirow them overboard ; now if the foreigner had to pay 
for his pilot before he leaves the port, he would then have to pay as well as New- 
port, or any other port. If a foreigner gets out to Cardiff Roads, as soon as ho 
gets at the mouth of the river he is free from pilotage. 

1013. And you want the law of pilotage altered? — ^Yes, sir, that is my simple 
view of the case. 

Captain Beechey (to Captain Drew).] How do you find it in Bristol ? 

Captain Dreuh'] The principal part of the foreigners go to Cardiff, but wo 
have frequent disputes with them, and I think Mr. Brittan will tell you that 
he is frequently called on to sue them. 

Mr. H. Brittan.] I very frequently have to write to Cardiff, to say that if 
the pilotage is not paid proceedings will be instituted. 

Mr. Clegram.] Will you ask. Captain Beechey, whether the foreigner doea 
not often go without a pilot ? 

Captain Drew.] He evades them if he can, but they frequently take one 
on board. 

Mr. Clegram.'] I say a large number do not employ a pilot, not because 
they do not want to pay for one, but because they can navigate the ChanneL 
writhout his aid. 

Captain Drew.] They take somebody else, but they don't pay as much as 
a regular pilot. 

Vide (E.) at p. 140 Mr. Leonard Bruton, Secretary to the Bristol Chamber of Commerce.] I 

i»f the Appendix. will put in a correspondence between Mr. Cardwell and the Chamber of 

Commerce and the City Members, on this very subject, from which you will 
see that Mr. Cardwell promises to give his attention to it. 

Captain Beechey.] I think I have done with you now. Captain Drew, but if 
I have omitted anjrthing, now is the time for any gentleman to put questions. 

Mr. George Cole.] Mr. Edwards, who is here, will give you his opinions, as 
a man of experience, on the subject. 

Mr. John Edwards, shipowner.] My own opinion is that the pilotage 
would be better conducted with a less number of boats. The boats should 
be of a larger class, very superior to the present ones; at all events, nothing 
less than 80 tons measurement, I would say. 

1014. (By Captain Beechey.) How long have you known the Channel? — From 
my childhood ; I was cradled there, I may say. 

1015. Have you commanded a ship? — Yes. 

1016. And passed up and down the Channel often in command of a ship ? — Yes. 

1017. Perhaps 
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1017. Perhaps you con give me your experience hitherto as to picking up boats t4 April i854:» 

at the lowest part of the Channel ? — ^Well, for my own part, I used to go out of 

the way to avoid them. 

1018. (By Captain Drew.) Was that in a vessel less than 100 tons, Mr. 
Edwards? — Yes, but I should have had as much confidence in a larger ship. 

1019. (By Captain Beechey.) My view in asking you these questions is to obtain 
general information as to the inconvenience or convenience of a ship rounding to 
any particular part of the Channel ; I mean any class of vessels, and at all times ; 
now what would be the inconvenience of having to round Caldy ? — It would be all 
a question between two men, one knowing, and the other not knowing, where 
he was. 

1020. I mean a man who is ignorant of the place, who just knows that there 
is such a place as Lundy, and was told that there was a pilot at Lundy, and that 
he might run down there ; under the present system it seems that there is no cer- 
tainty of finding one there, except within 10 miles ; now what has been your 
experience on this subject ? — In winter, perhaps, the present class of ships would 
not get up there, but it would be all very well in summer. 

1021. Would they prefer making for Lundy light, or for a station ? — The most 
useful plan, I think, would be to make a station at Lundy ; it might be out of the 
way to call there for a pilot, but not much ; there is smooth water there at the 
west side, and no difficulty. 

1022. What do you consider to be the dangers of the Bristol Channel at the 
outer part ? — Coming on the north side, the Helwicks, the Nash and the Scar- 
weathers ; there are others besides these, and there are very few winters but we 
hear of some losses on the coast. 

1023. Do you think a vessel should have to take a pilot as far down as that? — 
It should be optional, of course. 

1024. Have you complained of the pressure of the pilotage rates upon you as 
a shipowner ? — 1 feel it more especially because the foreigners don't pay. 

1025. But how would it aifect you if they did? — It could be done for consi- 
derably less if all the foreigners that come up were to pay. 

1026. As to the navigation a little higher up, how far is it safe for a vessel 
unacquainted with the Channel to run up ? — There is no very great danger up to 
Nash Point. 

1027. Do you think any stranger ought to run up to the Holms under ordinary 
drcomstances without a pilot ? — Under ordinary circumstances he might ; but if 
he gets up there in a heavy gale with no pilot, there is death in one hand and no 
mercy in the other for him. 

1028. Have you ever known any ships that have brought up above the Holms 
for want of a pilot? — I have heard of such things. 

1029. As an old seaman, I ask you, is it a place to bring up a ship above the 
Holms ?— No. 

1030. If a ship above the Patch were to part, would the master be safe in 
endeavouring to hold his ground? — I think not; he might find his way into 
Kingroad. 

1031. Ought we to have the Channel open to the chance of a ship finding a 
pilot here ; for instance, ought we to encourage a master to run up so fiar expect- 
ing to find a pilot, and then for him not to do so ? — I don't think it is safe. 

1032. The object of my inquiry is of this nature, that in intimating a place 
where pilots are to be found in the Channel, we must consider whether we should 
place it so high up as the Holms as recommended by some parties, and that vessels 
not finding pilots there should ride at anchor, or get by the Welsh grounds? — I 
would say a vessel coming up to Lundy could. 

1033. The question is, whether the Holms is a proper place to put pilots out ? 
— It would be a very proper place for one station. 

1034. Do you know Carnarvon Bay? — Yes. 

1035. Well, suppose I appoint a place for Carnarvon, and say that pilots should 
be stationed outside Carnarvon Bar ; if the vessels did not find pilots there, what 
would become pf them ? — ^They would go ashore. 

1036. Would you then like to place pilots at the Holms to induce ships to run 
up so far, and then, perhaps, not to find pilots there ? — Well, they would have a 
better chance there than in Carnarvon Bay, because there destruction would be 
before them if there was no pilot to be found. 

1037. I am supposing that the Channel pilots are up at Pill ?~I should think 
286. M 3 that 
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94 April 1854. that out of 40 or 50 some of them ought to be found there, because a steam-tug 
could always take them down, 

1038. Do you think the expense of a steamer would tend to diminish the 
rates ? — Well, it might. 

1039. Do you think that the Holms would be the place to establish as the 
outer station ? — I think it would be improper to have that for the outer station. 

1040. The great object is to provide pilotage, and the question is whether 
vessels could come on so far as the Holms without it ? — Very often in good weather 
they might ; but if the weather was not good, and the master was without a pilots 
he would soon find himself on the sands. 

1041. Well, what is the next place to the Holms you would think of? — I should 
say that if there were eflScient pilot vessels oflf the Nash Point it would be a good 
thing ; and in extreme cases ships might go into Penarth Roads. 

1042. Do you think a stranger could run into Penarth at once ? — I think so ; 
but there would be some difficulty and danger about it. 

1043. Have you anything to say about the pilotage? — If all the pilotage was 
paid before the ships left the port, I am satisfied it could be done for a less rate ; 
one thing I feel is a grievance, and that is having to employ a boat while we have 
a steamboat in tow ; it is compulsory at present to have a boat, and I think it is a 
nuisance that ought to be got rid of. 

1044. What is the boat for ? — Perhaps Captain Drew can tell you ; I can't. 

Captain Drew.'l It is for the purpose of running ashore in case of the rope 
suddenly breaking in going up and down. The charge for the boat would be 
10^. 6d. for a small vessel of the size Mr. Edwards has been i^eaking of. 



THE PILL YAWLERS, OB WESTERN MEN. 

Reverend Henry Morehouse^ Vicar of St. George's, Pill. 

Permit roe to say that I have a memorial from the deputy pilots of Pill, 
which they have asked me to present this morning to you. 

1045. (By Captain Beechey.) Perhaps you will tell me who the memorialists 
are, and what makes them pilots ? — ^They have been in the habit of piloting small 
coasting vessels, and have been getting their bread in that way almost firom the 
time they were bom. 

1 046. Can you tell me what entitles them to act as pilots ? — Nothing but custom, 
I believe. 

1047- Then they act contrary to the statute, which provides that eveiy pilot 
shall be duly licensed? — No, I apprehend not; that is limited to foreign and 
large vessels, but with regard to coasters, I believe anybody is entitled to pilot 
them. 

1048. (To Mr. Br ice,) Have you any clause in your Act which imposes a 
penalty upon persons acting as pilots without license in the Channel ? — 

Mr. BrkeS\ I am quite aware, sir, that there are a large number of persons 
in Pill, from whom the ranks of our branch pilots are recruited, who do in 
point of fact act as pilots to such vessels as are exempt under our local Act ; 
but it is still a moot question whether a vessel, if exempt from pilotage, oan 
take on board any other than a licensed pilot, and if that question were to be 
tried, my opinion is that it would be found these men have no right whatever 
to act as pilots. 

Rev. H. MoreJumse.'] I utterly repudiate that doctrine on the part of the 
Pill men. 

Captain Beechey.'] I find this provision in the Act of Parliament, ** And be 
it further enacted, that no person shall take charge of any vessel, or in any 
manner act as a pilot, or receive any compensation for acting as a pilot within 
the limits aforesaid, unless authorised by license under the seal of the said 
mayor," &c. Now, I believe these men are acting entirely without authoHty, 
and I don't see myself how they can have any grievance. 

Rev. H. Morehowse.'] I think there is 'a clause in the Act exempting* 
coasting vessels from pilotage. 

Captain 
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Captain Beechey.] No doubt of it, but if any person does take a pilot in 34 April 1(54. 

the Bristol Channel, whether exempt or not, it must be as stated by the Act, 

a pilot authorised by license under the seal of the mayor and corporation of 
Bristol. 

Rev. H. MorehouseJ] I have been at Pill now between 30 and 40 years, 
and when I first went there these men had a printed docmnent to show that 
they were qualified to take charge of coasting vessels ; but of late years this 
has not been the case ; I can't say from whom they had these papers, but I 
have seen them over and over again. 

Captain Beechey.] As you advocate the cause of these men, will you say 
under what authority they act. 

Rev. H. Morehouse.} I can't do that, but I [feel for them as part of my 
flock ; these men are all my children, as well as the branch pilots. 

Captain Beechey.} I don't think, without you show me some authority for 
these men acting, that I can entertain their case. It seems to me by the Act 
that any person acting as a pilot in the Bristol Channel, not being duly 
licensed, is liable to a penalty of 10/. for the first offence, and for the second 
offence any sum not exceeding 20/. 

Rev. H. Morehouse.] You will find that these men believe they are fully 
entitled to act, and it will be said by others that they have as much right to 
pilot these vessels as the branch pilots. What the law may be on the subject 
I don't know ; but that is the general impression. 

Captain Beechey.'] I am very much obliged to you for pointing out the 
case of these men to me ; but, however desirous I might be of affording them 
any assistance, it is clear that I cannot, because no one ought to infringe the 
law, and it is evident that these parties are doing so. 

Rev. H. Morehouse.] The other pilots never look at these small vessels, by 
piloting which these men earn their bread ; they cannot do so in any other 
way, and if it is to be pronoimced illegal, what is to become of them ? 

Mr. Brice.] I am not here, sir, to find fault with these men, or to say that 
they are not qualified to take up certain vessels. The authorities here have 
not been disposed to interfere with them, and as vacancies have occurred in 
our staff of pilots we have received applications from these parties, and taken 
the best of them to fill them up. But probably Mr. Morehouse is not aware 
that there is a manufactory of forged licenses at Pill, and that there are issued 
copies purporting that the holder has passed the examination at the Mer- 
chants' Hall ; that these men, or some of them, have acted as branch pilots 
under these pretended licenses, and that it is upon such documents that 
foreigners have been imposed upon. Now, after this, it will not appear 
strange that the authorities do not consider that these parties deserve any 
great amount of consideration ; and I may add, sir, for your information, that 
this offence has been brought clearly home to the party in one instance, and 
that he has been very severely punished. 

Rev. H. Morehouse.] I am quite aware of that instance ; but after 35 years' 
experience, I am not aware of the conviction of more than one person of this 
offence, and that one being convicted was very properly sent to gaol. If, 
however, there has been only that one instance, it speaks more to the cha- 
racter of these men than against them, and shows that out of such a number, 
and for such a time, only one of them has been proved guilty of this fraud. 
Possibly, out of all the people in Bristol there may be one or more who have 
been guilty of forging bank-notes, but we should not therefore charge all 
the men of Bristol with being forgers. 

Captain Beechey.^ With respect to the general question before us, I am of 
opinion that these men have all been liable to a penalty under the 47th of 
. George the Third, chapter 33. 

Rev. H. Morehouse.] If it be so, I have not another word to say. 

Captain Beechey.] If it is not, it is incumbent upon you to show it. 

286. M 4 Rev. 
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^ April 1854. Rev. H. Morehouse.'] I saw these licenses of which I have spoken, I am 
_— sure. 

Captain Beechey^ Perhaps they were some of those forged ones of which 
we have heard. 

Captain Drew.'\ I think I can explain this matter. In time of war it was 
customary for the haven-master to grant certificates to 250 men, and then the 
ships were brought up not by steamers, but by 80 or 100 men. I saw as 
many myself with the " St. Vincent/' besides the boats and horses. In those 
days these men were annually registered, and they paid 1 s. for a kind of cer- 
tificate, which gave them a preference, and which was a protection to them. 
These men were in the Sea Fencibles, and this document was not a license, 
but a protection to them. 

Captain BeecheyJ] It was not a license to pilot ships, then. 

Captain Drewi] Not the least in the world. 

Rev. H. Morehouse.'] Do you say that was in the time of war. 

Captain Drew.] Yes. 

Rev. H. Morehouse.] The war was over when I came to Pill, and for many 
years after I saw these licenses, which spoke of their qualifications. Now 
you don't want any qualifications to enable a man to pull up these ships, or at 
least any such qualifications as to require a certificate. 

Captain Drew^ I went to sea in 1812, and the war went on till 1815, 
and all I know is, that during that period these certificates were in exist- 
ence. 

Captain Beechey (to Rev. H. Morehouse).] Unless, sir, you can find some 
authority for these men acting as pilots^ their case is not a grievance, and 
I can't interfere in it. 

Mr. George Cok.] Previous to the alteration of the rates and management 
in 1853, to find a pilot in rough weather at Lundy was the exception and 
not the rule. The ships were then boarded by these men, who are called 
Western Men, and the captains undertook to pay them a proper rate for their 
services till they fell in with a regular licensed pilot. I have done so myself 
several times with these men, upon condition of their leaving in the manner 
I have mentioned ; but since the alteration of the rates, the regular pilots 
are generally to be found at Lundy, that is, since the haven-master has had 
the power to send the men down from Pill. 

1049. ^y Captain Beechey J] Have you been often up and down the Channel ? 
— ^Yes. I am a shipowner, and not a nautical man myself. 

1050. You say your ships have taken these men; why did they take them? — 
Because they could not find a licensed pilot. 

1051. Then you think it necessary to have a pilot as far down as Lundy? — Yes ; 
my captains took these men on board, and were very glad to get them in there. 

1052. Do you think they are as competent as the licensed pilots? — Some of 
them are, no doubt. 

1053. Is it the case at present? — No; the captains now obtain the regular 
pilots at Lundy. 

1054. Do they consider it necessary to do so? — Yes; in rough weather they 
consider it necessary to get a pilot after passing Lundy as soon as possible. 

1055. Do you insure your ships? — I'o a certain extent; I never insure more 
than half. 

1056. Do you think if the pilotage in the Channel was done away with to a cer- 
tain extent, there would be an additional payment for insurance? — If the rates 
were done away with altogether, there would, no doubt, be an increase of the insur- 
ance ; but we think that if the boats were reduced in number, and a larger class 
put on, there would be a reduction. 

Rev. H. Morehouse.] I can say that these men have sued over and over 
again for services rendered, and that they have recovered many a^ vessel 
which would have been lost but for them. 
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Captain BeecheyJ] No doubt these men have rendered assistance in the 34 April 1S54. 

Channel ; but it is equally clear that they have been acting without authority, 

and that they have made themselves amenable to the law by so doing. If 
you could show me that they had any license or power to act, their case 
would be different. 

Rev. H. Morehouse.'] I saw an exemption in their favour most distinctly 
in the Act of Parliament. 

Captain Beechey.] Well, having understood who and what these men are, 
I vrill now read their memorial. (Annexed). Vide (F.)i at 

p. 14s of the 
Now, Captain Drew, I will ask you, are not these men eligible to be Appendix. 

appointed pilots if they present themselves before the authorities to be 
examined ? 

Captain Dr^u;.] They are; we have some ofthem in the service now. When 
there is an election, those that are eligible are chosen, and those that are not 
rejected, the same as any other men who may offer. 

Rev. H. Morehouse.'] Let me ask you, Captain Drew, if it is not perfectly 
well understood that no Western man will be permitted to become a pilot? 

Captain Drew.] No ; in direct contradiction to that, I may state that a 
man awaiting the result of the examination, and if found competent, is 
reconmiended by the Society of Merchants, aod I have no doubt he would 
succeed in getting appointed. 

Rev. H. Morehouse.] 1 suppose you know a man named Rowe ? 

Captain Drew.] There are two or three of them. 

Reverend //. Morehouse.] I say it is perfectly understood, at all events by 
those men, that it is no use for any one acting as a Western man to apply to 
become a Channel pilot. It is understood that the branch pilots are only 
made from those who act with the branch men, though there maybe a chance 
exception. 

Captdn Drew.] There is a bye-Iaw as to the qualifications requisite for 
becoming a pilot, and I will read it. He must not be imder 25 or more than 
45 years of age. The rule is, " That no person who has not served an appren- 
ticeship to a pilot in the Bristol Channel, or has not been employed in 
cruising to the westward in the skiff of some pilot for seven years or upwards, 
or who shall be under 25 or more than 45 years of age, shall herei^r be 
deemed qualified to become a candidate for the oflSce of a pilot for the navi- 
gating ships and vessels to and fix>m the port of Bristol.'* Any person with 
those qualifications, who passes the examination, may become a pilot. 

1057. (By Captain JBeecAey.) When a man presents himself for examination, 
do you ascertain whether he is capable of providing himself with a boat ? — If they 
are called upon to find a boat, they are obliged to do so. We have some vrith 
half instead of a whole boat, but we find it does not answer. 

1058. Why does it not work well? — ^They are a very strange race to control 
are the pilots. Mr. Morehouse, I think, will bear me out there. If there are 
two of them in a boat they start out together ; one of them gets a ship and 
brings her up and then comes home. It may be a week before the other gets a 
ship, and when he comes back with his boat to take his comrade out again, he 
must have his holiday before he starts, and in consequence as much as 10 days is 
sometimes lost in this way. 

1 059. But you, as haven-master, can order them back ? — Yes, if they were 
required, I should order them to sea. 

1060. If the suggestions of Mr. Edwards and Mr. Cole were adopted, and we 
were to have boats of 80 tons put down at the mouth of the Channel, would there 
be found persons who would build such boats and receive the pilots on board, 
after the manner of the Liverpool pilot boats ? — I think not ; I think our system 
the best ; it spurs the men on and gives them energy. 

1 061 . At Liverpool the pilot masters ovra the boats. Now, suppose one of the 
branch pilots here should be induced to exchange his skiff and buy a larger one, do 
you think he would receive pilots on board on receiving a certain agreed amount 
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Sf Apva 1854. for the aocommocktion ?— I think not ; in the first jrface, I don*t think they liave 
much money to spare to get the boat. 

1 062. These Western men, if they were competent to pass, and you required a 
larger number of pilots, and bad boats capable of containing hdf a dozen pilots on 
board, to be owned by one or more of them, would there be any objection to that ? 
— Yes ; I think they should pay so much out of the pilotage. 

1 063. If there were a larger number of pilots, do you think the stationary boats 
would answer the purpose? — I understand you think they need not run down 
ftrther than the Nash. 

1064. In endeavouring to provide for the necessities of the Bristol Channel it 
is necessary to look to all these points. If the western limit be at Limdyl it 
would be necessary to have pilots there at all times, so that shipowners should not 
have cause of complaint at any time. Now, it is a suggestion offered by Mr. Cole 
and Mr. Edwards, that the present staff of pilots would work well, adding to them 
some of these men, and some from the Swansea, Newport and Cardiff districts of 
the Channel, and to have them on board their stationary boats, paying for the use 
of the vessels. The only difficulty appears to be in having two establi^ments, 
the one to take out and the other to board, and I want to see if a plan cannot be 
devised to obviate that difficulty. I am putting as a hypothetical case that there 
should be a comparatively small portion of these large boats on the line fix)m 
Combe to Caldy, with full a dozen pilots on board ; that there should be skiflb, 
and a similar class of boats at the inner station with their own pilots on board as 
at present, to pick up all the vessels that passed the outer line. What do you 
think of that plan? — I think that with the outer boats stationed in the line you 
have mentioned there would be a chance of all vessels being caught coming up. 

1065. Then, in going down, let the pilot be got rid of at Morte Point, having 
the whole pilotage out, and he would then have to find his way back to Pill, or 
he might be landed at Barry Island ? — Yes, I agree with that. 

1066. Do you think that would be a good plan r — I do. 

Captain Beechey (to Rev. H, Morehouse).'] You will observe, that if these 
suggestions are earned out, there would be a number of pilots wanted. 

Rev. H. Morehouse.'] I have no doubt that many of these men will be 
found quite le well qudified as the branch pilots. 

Captain Beechejf.] I think I may say, though it is not necessary for me to 
do so^ that there will, be no objection to their coming and offering themselves 
for examination as pilots, and that there is no desire to interfere with any 
authorised privil^fes which they have at present, as far as I know, but I 
must also say, that it does not appear to me that they do possess any legal 
rights whatever. 

[Rev. H. Morehouse then withdrew. 

Mr. Brice.] I should like, sir, in the subsequent part of this inquiry, to 
be guided by an expression of your opinion as to the course you think it 
would be advisable to pursue. If you should consider it desirable, I will go 
on ; if not, I am quite ready to leave the case as it now stands. If you wish 
it, I am prepared to give evidence in the eJiape of returns or statistics ; but 
probably it would be the most convenient course for you to hear one or two 
practical men, who have been in the habit of navigating the Channel, and 
one or more of the pilots whom we have here. After that, we shall be ready 
to call any other evidence you may require, or to fall in with any other sug- 
gestions you may offer. 

Captain Beechey.'] I shall be very happy to tear the opinions of any 
experienced persons. 

Mr. Brice.] I will call Captain Hyde, then, and leave him to you, sir, 
after putting two or three questions, as being fkr more competent to conduct 
such an examination than I am myself. 

Captain Beechey.] I should wish, as you have been present during tb^ 
whole of the evidence, and as some statements have been made which aflfect 
the present system throughout the Channel, that you should bear those points 
in mind, and call such evidence before us as you think necessary to refute or 
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to rabetantiate those Atatemeots. Haying put theee matters upon that 34Apii]iS54. 

ground, I also deem it right that you should, if you haye any suggestions to — — -^ 

make as to improyements upon the present system, do me the fayour, on the 

part of the pilotage authorities, of representing those suggestions to me. 

In coming down here to inquire what is best for the general purposes of thia 

estuary, 1 am anxious to be guided by the opinions of places like this, and 

by the yiew which they take of the present system, and I feel persuaded 

that it will be in the power of the bodies on whose behalf you appear to 

afford me much yaluable adyice. 

Mr. Brice.'] Sir, I quite concur in the obseryations whidi haye fallen from 
you ; and as yc»u leaye me to pursue the course I think best adapted to the 
end you haye in yiew, perhaps I cannot do better than call Captain Hyde 
before you, and he will giye you his opinion of the present system of Channel 
pilotage. It is not my wish, sir, to proye, nor do we say that the present 
system may not be greatly improyed, and matters that haye passed during 
this inquiry haye conyiuced me that it may be. All we wish is, that you 
may haye an opportunity of forming the best opinion as to what that improye- 
ment shall consist in. With that object I shall giye Captain Hyde to you, 
and with that object only, because I think the eyidence on the other side 
has failed, and it is not my case to make out the contrary of what has been 
attempted to be proyed. If we were in a court of justice, I should be quite 
content to leaye the case as it stands on the eyidence of Captain Drew ; but 
as you, sir, require further iDformation, I will now tender Captain Hyde. 

Captain Hyde^ Examined by Mr. Brice. 

1067. HOW long haye you been practically acquainted with the Bristol 
Channel ? — Nearly 40 years, as a master in sailing coasters and in steamers. 

1068. How long haye you retired from the service? — About two years. 

1069. I may assume now that you are open to answer any questions Captaia 
Beechey may put to you as to the Channel pilotage ? — I am. 

1070. And that, of course, you haye had ample experience ? — I haye. 

1071. (By Captain Beechey.) Haye you conmianded any square-rigged ship? — 
Not as the master. 

1072. What has been your trade principally? — For the last 20 years, the 
coasting trade to Dublin and Cork. 

1073. In a passenger steamer? — Yes. 

1074. Giye me your opinion as to the fiacilities for the nayigation of this 
Channel, so far as connected with ships entering and departing — how for you 
think pilots are necessary or otherwise ? — I think pilots are highly necessary for 
ships entering the Bristol Channel, on account of the tides running in two direc- 
tions; for instance, the north side and the south; and ships coming in north 
eUng to the north shore, and yery often take a tack full on the eastern buoy. 
I recollect a Goyemment steamer coming up from Milford to Bristol, and t^ 
captain steered what he conceiyed to be the Channel coarse, and instead of 
making an east-east course, he made an east course, and ran rif^t on the Naah 
Sands. 

1075. What ship was that ? — ^The " Firebrand" steamer, I think. 

1076. Had she a cheap pilot on board?— No; I think it was a branch pilot. 
On another occasion I recollect a man passing Lundy Island, and shi4)ing what he 
thought an east-^south-east course ; but the tide set in, and he made a south-east 
course, and was lost in Morte Bay. Therefore it requires a practical knowledge 
of masters to know the sets of the tide, and a pilot is most essential in those 
csMS. I haye known seyeral other instances where* from the want of practical 
knowledge to ksow the sets of the tides,, yessels haye been lost or injured. 

1077. Is that the principal difficulty in the nayigation of the Channel? — ^There 
are seyeral dangerous banks. There is, on the Welsh coast, the Scarweathers, 
a most dangerous place ; the Helwicks^ and the Nash ; three on the Welsh coast ; 
then on the south there is the Culvers, and, worst of aU, the One Fathom Bank. 

1078. Do y(Hi think a man with a good chart can nayigate his ship with safety^ 
up as far as Barry? — If it is fair weather, 1 think he may, but not without, 
because he would not haye sufficient knowledge of the sets of the tides. 

1079. ^ 7^^ know the set of the tides? — I do. 

a86. N 2 1080. What 



Digitized by 



Google 



100 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before CAPTAIN BEECHEY 

84 April 1854. io8o. What is a safe part of the Channel for a ship to haul in and look for a 

— pilot? — I should say Lundy Island. 

1081. Above that, how far up ? — ^He might sometimes, at tide-time, call in at 
Ilfracombe. 

1082. Outside or above that, do you think it would be safe to tell masters that 
they would find a pilot at the Holms ? — I should not think that at all. 

1083. Would it be a good place to run to to pick up a pilot? — I should think 
it might, sometimes. 

1084. I speak of all times? — There is a very awkward patch about three-parts 
of a mile off the Holms. 

1085. Could they, if they did not find a pilot at the Holms, run up with safety 
to Eangroad ? — There would be a risk, certainly. 

1 086. Then do you think it safe almost for a man to run up by his own chart ? 
*— It is safer to the east than to the west, and the charts are very good now ; it 
would be easy in fair weather to do it, but the great puzzler would be in dark 
weather. 

1087. Do you know when to alter your course in that Channel for Walton? — 
Yes ; we generally keep the time exactly, and alter the course by the running. 

1088. I suppose you have good watches? — Yes. 

1089. ^'^^ y^" ^^^^ ^^® ^^® ^^^ Light up there? — Yes, very often ; sometimes 
nearly from the Holms. 

1 090. How would it be in the night-time ? — I think a ship might be run up ; 
but I think a pilot would be always necessary in case of hazy weather, because he 
has superior charge, and is a man you can depend upon. 

1091. Now, if we had a shorter pilotage established, where should you like to 
establish a set of pilots across the Channel, keeping clear of the Scarweathers and 
the other points? — The most proper place would be between Horestone Point on 
the south side, and Nash to the north. 

1092. Do you think there is room there? — Certainly; there is room for a ship 
to keep in a good position and ride the tide out. 

1093. How many miles do you think a ship would be carried up by a strong 
tide ?- I should say from 14 to 15 miles ; the tide runs from 3 to 3i knots down 
there. 

1 094. Which side of the Channel from Lundy Island did you enter in your 
trade ? — ^In the last 10 years, going to Dublin, on the north side. 

1095. In running up that part of the Channel, do you ever see any Bristol 
pilot boats ? — Very often. 

1 096. Whereabouts ? — Not over the north ; but when we come west we very 
often see them standing out. 

1097. When you come round by Caldy and the Helwicks? — I don*t see any 
there ; it is not their cruising ground unless they expect ships from Liverpool. 

1098. In going out from the inner part of the Channel, from the Holms and 
so forth, where would be a convenient part to land the pilots at ?— Below the 
Holms, blowing hard, I don't know any place except at Ilfracombe. 

1099. If you were with a square-rigged vessel, bound out, how fer would you 
go with your pilot ? — I should like to see Lundy Island, and take a good de- 
parture ; I think the proper station would be Lundy Island. 

1 100. Would there be any difficulty in hauling in at Ilfracombe? — ^A good deal, 
on account of its being a dry harbour ; and the sea sets in so tremendous some- 
times, that a boat could not get out. 

1 101. Can you land at Lundy with a strong east wind? — It is rather a bad 
landing then, but you can land. 

1102. Do you know Swansea Bay? — Yes. 

1103. Is not that a very safe place to navigate ? — No, it is very dangerous; 
there is the Green Ground above the roadstead about a mile ; there is only one 
little bit of a place in Mumbles Bay where to anchor, and that is about a mile 
off. 

1 1 04. Can a ship bring up there at any time ? — ^When the wind is west. 

1 105. Is it a place a man coming into the Channel could take his own ship in ? 
— No, I think not ; there is one place there which is not generally known to 
strangers. 

1 1 06. Outside the Mumbles from the Helwick Light, and from the end of the 
Nash, how is all that bay ; quite free and safe from danger ? — It is very bad. 

1107. Is 
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1107. I J it very open? — You could stand in there within half a mile of the 04 April 1854. 
Mumbles. 

1 108. Now a stranger, a Frenchman for instance, bound to the Mumbles, could 
he take his ship right in at any time ? — If he knew how to avoid the Mixon 
Sands. 

Mr. Thomas.'] The chart describes the mode of avoiding the Mixon. 

Captain Hjfde% Examination continued by Captain Beechey. 

1 1 09. If you were in hazy weather, is there any danger in approaching Swansea 
Bay from those shoals or not ? — I think there is a good deal of danger ; because 
you see broken water there, which is very often mistaken for breakers, and may 
alarm you. 

1110. My question goes to this: do you think strangers would be induced to 
run into Swansea Bay without any pilot at all ? — I don't think they would without 
a pilot. 

nil. How are the tides there ; do they annoy you ? — No, they run very 
regular there ; more so than in any other part of the Channel. 

1112. Have you been in Penarth Bay ? — Yes ; it is a more easy navigation than 
Swansea Bay. 

1113. Do you think a stranger could take her round Larry Point ? — There 
would be some difficulty in that. 

1114. Suppose it was night-time? — If it was night-time, and he could see the 
Holm's Light as a guide, he might take her into Penarth Roads if it was tide time, 
but not otherwise. 

1115. (By Mr. Thomas^ In reference to the approach to Swansea Bay, were 
your answers with reference to the bay, or the Channel, which you must traverse ? 
— I allude to the bay, of course. 

1116. I think the breakers you spoke of only apply to the bay? — I did not 
say breakers ; I spoke of broken water inside the bay, not in the Channel, 
coming up. 

1117. You say you know the anchorage ground off the Mumbles ? — I do. 

1118. You said something about there being only one little bit of a place where 
vessels could bring up with a good anchorage. I suppose the knowledge of that 
is better known to Swansea pilots than most others ? — Yes, I suppose it is. 

1119. In your opinion it is necessary to have rather a distinct knowledge on 
these matters ? — Yes ; every one ought to have a personal knowledge of the place 
to anchor a vessel. 

1 1 20. The principal dangers outside the bay you say are the Mixon and the 
Helwicks. The Helwicks are now lighted, and I suppose that danger is removed ? 
— Very much so. 

1 121. And the Mixon is close to the lighthouse, is it not? — It is; but it is 
very deceiving at night. 

1122. Which do you think the most likely man to pick up a vessel off the 
Mixon, a Bristol or a Swansea man ? — I should say the Mixon is out of the Bristol 
men s district ; they don't go there to look out for vessels. 

1 123. (By Captain Beechey.) Jn approaching the Mumbles, is there any danger 
outside likely to bring the ships up, before they could get to the Roads ? — Only 
the Helwicks and the Mixon. 

1 1 24. Perhaps there may be something higher up ? — ^Yes ; if she gets above 
Swansea Bay it is very dangerous, if you are at the east of the Green Grounds. 

1 125. (By Mr. Thomas.) The set of the tide is into the bay, is it not? — Yes. 
it is. 

1 1 26. (By Captain Beechey.) Tell me what do you mean by Swansea Bay, because 
I am kept rather in the dark about it r — From Mumbles Head to Scarpoint, inside 
the Mumbles. 

1 127. Then your observations have been confined to Swansea Bay, as confined 
within those limits ? — Yes. 

1128. Mr. Thomas wants to know whether Channel pilots are wanted out- 
side of that district, or any ships coming into Swansea Bay, do they require a 
pilot before Swansea Bay? — ^I'o a stranger I should say it was most essential to 
have a pilot on board ; ships coming in generally make Lundy Island, and if they 
Jflj a jack there, they would take a pilot to Swansea. 

286. N 3 1129. If 
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94 April 1854. 1^29- If you were a stranger, where would you like to meet a pilot ? — Off Forth 
Einon, between the Helwicks and the Mumbles Head. 

1 1 30. Suppose you were coming down from Kin^oad, and wanted to go into 
the Mumbles, where would you like to pick up one then ? — As soon as you rounded 
the sands, you would want a pilot inmiediately. 

1131. Can you round those sands by yourself? — Yes, I think so. 

1 132. You mean to say, that with your experience of the Bristol Channel, a 
man may go without a pilot till he gets into these inner parts ? — Yes, if the vessel 
is of easy draft. 

1 133. How are the soundings ? — They are very good and correct in the Bristol 
Channel. 

1 1 34. Could you keep clear of the Fathom Bank ? — You may by paying good 
attention to keeping true soundings. 

1 135. And can you keep clear of the Nash and the Scarweathers ?— You can. 

1136. And of the Culver ? — Yes. 

1 1 37. Do you think seamen are as good leadsmen now as they used to be, from 
your experience ? — I don't think they are. 

1 138. Are steamers favourable to that kind of practice ? — I think they are; we 
always keep the lead well to, and go slower, generally, to get tnie soundings. 

Mr. Brice.'] I have four of the best pilots we can get here, sir, and I will 
now call one of them, and leave him to your discretion. 

Clement Harris, Examined by Mr. Brice. 

1 1 39. YOU are one of the branch pilots of Bristol ? — Yes. 

1 140. How long have you been so ? — For 33 years. 

1 141. Are you competent to navigate any vessel that enters to any port of the 
Channel ? — Yes. 

1142. You could take a vessel to Swansea, Cardiff, or Newport? — Yes. 

1 143. And you are generally capable to take a vessel to any port or place of 
the Channel ?— Yes. 

1 144. By Captain Beechey,] Does your branch authorise you to do that ? — 
Yes. 

Mr. Brice.] The words of the statute are very precise. The pilots are 
authorised thereby to navigate " the whole of the Bristol Channel to and 
from the eastward of Lundy Island, and the several ports, harbours, and 
creeks belonging to and running from the same." 

Harrises Examination resumed by Captain Beechey. 

1145. Tell me your opinion of the Bristol Channel for strangers entering it; 
how far up do you think a stranger might with safety, under all circumstances, 
navigate his vessel ? — I should think, if he could get a pilot, at Lundy is the best 
place for him. 

\ 146. But how far do you think he might proceed with safety beyond Lundy, 
if he had a chart? — If he was not acquainted with the tides, he would find it 
awkward to get up ftirther ; he might set on the north, or go over on the south 
side. 

1147. Would not the chart tell him he was getting in the shoal way ? — Yes. 

1148. Then a man of prudence would keep out, would he not?— Yes. 

1 149. With his lead, and a good helmsman, notwithstanding he might see a 
light, do you think he might go on ? — 1 think there would be a risk in running 
up, without he was perfectly acquainted with the Channel. 

1150. Where would the risk commence? — Either side of the shore. 

1151. But he has 30 miles from one side to the other ? — Yes, he has. 

1152. Don't you think he could steer within 30 miles? — There is the cross 
tides. 

1 1 53- But don't you think he could tell by his soundings whether he was 
getting into danger ? — Yes. 

1 154. Could he not run up with safety all the way up to KJngroad ? — I would 
not recommend him to go so far as that. 

1155. How far do you think he might go? — He might go to the Nash Point, 
if he kept his ship in deep water. 

1156. If 



Digitized by 



Google 



relathe to the NAVIGATION ^fthe BRISTOL CHANNEL. 103 

1 1 56. If he got there, and did not find a pilot, and had a west wind, could he «4 April 1854. 
hold his ground ? — No ; I should think he would drift up to Barry in a flood. 

1157. Do you ever in going into Swansea Harbour, before you reach the 
Mumbles, and the ship is craaing from sea ; is it quite an open place, so tliat a 
stranger might find his way in by his lead ? — I should not consider it very safe to 
run for it, if he could not see it. 

1 158. Do you ever have thick weather in the Bristol Channel ? — Yes, a good 
deal in the winter. 

1 159. Then a stranger would require to go by something more than he can see. 
Is it su^ciently easy for a stranger to run for the Mumbles Head in thick or misty 
weath*? — I should not like to run for it if I could not see a mile, and have day- 
light for it. 

1 160. Are you speaking of yourself, or of a stranger ? — Of myself. 

1161. I am talking of a stranger ? — I should not recommend it then. 

1 162. If I sent a ship from London, and said to the master, *' Don't you take a 
pilot till you get to the Mumbles Head," do you think that would be right .?— I 
should not like it. 

1163. But is there any great necessity for a pilot before you get to the 
Mumbles ? — 1 should like one at Lundy if I was a master. 

1 164. Do you thii^k it necessary? — I do. 

1 165. Are the set of the tides inside the Mumbles fair and straight, so that a 
stranger may know how to go very well ? — Yes, I think they do run pretty well. 

1 166. Now, higher up, suppose a man had not found a pilot till he came to the 
Holms, what sort of a place is that to look about for a pilot ? — If he was not a 
stranger, and knew the Holms, he might bring up there ; he would not attempt 
to run, on account of the sands. 

1 167. Is that a good place fw a vessel to ride ? — Pretty well ; it is not a place 
I should recommend. 

1168. Do you think pilots are necessary before you come to that point? — I 
should say a good way below. 

1169. Where, do you think, is the first place where there is any danger? — I 
should think as great a danger as any is from the Nash Point to the Holms ; and 
there is the sands on the Welsh coast before that. 

1170. In going out from Kingroad and running down, a man bound for St. 
Geoi^'s Channel, where do they land their pilots ? — Generally at Lundy Island, 
going down, to the north of Lundy ; but we take a boat with us. 

1171. Do you know Barry Harbour ? — ^Yes. 

1 1 72. Is that a {dace where boats could easily get in and out ? — No ; it is a 
nasty diy place, and fit for nothing almost. 

1173. I» there any other part of the coast down there where boats can land 
conveniently ? — Not without it is very smooth, and a very small boat to land in. 

1 1 74. Have you got a pilot boat ? — Yes; 

1 1 75. Are you the owner ? — Yes. 

1 I7d. What size is she ? — Thirty^five tons. 

1 177. What crew have you ? — Two men and a boy. 

1 178. Are they pilots ?— No ; I have another pilot in my boat, besides the two 
men and the boy, who goes with me. 

1 179* How do you do, you two pilots, when one is put on board ; do you run 
up or down ? — I wait down, and the other man waits at Pill till I come back, and 
then we both go out again together ; we always go out together, though we don't 
come in together, 

1 180. What does that boat cost you from year to year in wear and tear, and 
keeping it in all ways; for instance, taking into consideration new sails, new 
rigging, and such like things, painting, &c. ? 

Mr. Brice.] If we take his total amount of receipts, sir, we find them to 
be 240 /. per yeat ; then, for the two men's wages, deduct 90 /. ; victualling 
the men, 54 /. 15 s. ; wear and tear of the boat, 20 /. ; making a net profit to 
him of 75 /. 6 s. out of 240 /. 

fi8i. (By Captain Beechey.) What is the insurance? — I am not insured; the 
insurance of a boat is 5 /. 5 «. for 100 /. She is insured for that by my partner. 

1 1 82. Did you intend this 54 L 15 s. for victualling the men to include your 
part only, or does it belong to the boat ? — That is the expense of the boat, and 
the men are paid by the boat. 

2S6. N 4 Mr. 
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2A April 1854. Mr. Brice.'\ That is important, sir ; one half these expenses comes to him^ 
and the other half to his partner, because he has earned as much. 

1183. (By Captain Beechey.) That will make your earnings about 158/.?— 
Yes. 

1184. Have you ever taken any French or foreign vessels out to sea? — 
Frequently. 

1 1 85. How have they paid you ? — The same as others. 

1 1 86. Did they give you the money, I mean ? — Sometimes money, and some- 
times an order. 

1 1 87. Are the orders always paid ? — I have never lost anything by thenl yet. 

1188. How does it happen that so many vessels escape the pilotage of this 
Channel ? — ^They run away out of the course very often, I believe. 

1189. How is it the pilots allow them to? — We can't see them sometimes; 
they go away to the north. 

1 190. Do you think if some other vessels were stationed off there you would 
have a better chance? — No; I don't think any more boats would have more 
chance of catching them. 

1 1 yr. Then is there no way of detecting them ?— I don't know of any. 

1 192. Suppose you had two stations, and these ships run through one of them, 
the other might pick them up; how would that be? — I don't know; we have 
been after them at Minehead and Ilfracombe, and yet they get away from us. 

1 1 93. Since the pilots are deprived so much of their chance by these vessels 
evading them, what would you suggest to be done ? — I hardly know. 

1194. Suppose you were the haven-master, and could put boats where you 
liked ? — I don't know any better station than Lundy. 

1195. Then they would run by as they do now? — Well, I suppose they 
would. 

1196. Then you think it a hopeless case ? — I don't know. 

1197. You can't improve the state of things as it is at present? — I can't; I 
don't think the Channel can be better guarded than it is at present. 

1198. Can you account for so many running by you? — No, I can't; some of 
them, I believe, try to do it ; and if they see anything of our boats, they try to 
get out of the way of us. 

1199. Suppose the masters of vessels were to be exempted from taking pilots^ 
that is, all those who knew the Channel, would you know such vessels?— (iVb 
answer). 

1 200. Perhaps I am not quite clear, last year an Act of Parliament was passed, 
enabling the pilotage authorities to exempt vessels, under certain circumstances, 
from pilotage ; what I ask you is, whether you would soon know such vessels ? 
— Yes. 

1201. The masters and mates who could pilot ships themselves might, if the 
authorities thought proper, be exempt from pilotage. Now, if the Bristol autho- 
rities were to do that with certain ships, might it give rise, do you think, to 
confusion, by other ships saying they were licensed, and you could not board 
them ; would that be so or not. In the course of your <?xperience, would these 
licensed vessels soon be known to you, so that you could detect the persons 
who were trying to evade you by saying they were licensed ? — ^I should think it 
might. 

1202. Do you think, under this plan, the pilotage could be evaded to any great 
extent? — It would take us some time to find out who was licensed and who 
was not. 

1203. With a moderate degree of knowledge of the Channel, would masters, 
under ordinary circumstances, be able to conduct their vessels with safety up to 
Kingroad ?— I should not recommend them to do that; I think it requires a man 
of considerable experience to carry his ship up at all times. . 

1 204. Do you think he might to Newport ? — Yes, I think he might. 

1 205. Do you think it a more difficult navigation to Kingroad than to New- 
port ? — Yes, I do. 

1206. What accommodation have you in your vessels for pilots ? — A little cabin 
and a little forecastle. 

1207. How many do you think you could take in? — I should think six, very 
well. 

1208. Suppose the pilot authorities should wish you to receive on board pilots^ 

as 



Digitized by 



Google 



relathe to the NAVIGATION of the BRISTOL CHANNEL. 105 

S8 a matter of convenience, so that ships should not be detained, would you be 24 April 1854. 

satisfied with a certain remuneration ? — Oh, no ; we never allow a ship to be 

detained if we can take the pilot. 

1209- What do they pay you? — We don't make any charge; we do it for each 
other. 

1210. Do yon share with your brother pilot the pilotage? — We share all 
we get. 

1211. Do you think a large ship requires a more experienced pilot than a small 
one ? — I don't say about that. 

1212. If you had six pilots on board your ship, and met a heavy ship wanting 
a pilot, Vould you put out a young man whose turn it was to go, or the man of 
most experience ? — I should think the young man could do as well as any of 
them. 

1213. Then the rotation system, you think, would be a good one ? — Yes; I 
should say so. 

1214. Are you acquainted with the men called Western men ? — They are called 
yawlers. 

1215. Do you ever meet them down west ? — Yes, sometimes. 

1216. How far ? — Down as far as Lundy. 

1217. What do they do there .^ — I don't know; that is what I always wanted 
to know. 

1218. Have they any license ? — No, I don't think the^ have. 

1219. Have they never shown one to you or any of your friends ? — No. 

1220. Are they qualified to bring ships up ? — Not many of them. 

1221. Are any of them r — I don't know any of them; I see them cruising 
about down there. 

1222. Have you ever met them in charge of a vessel ?— Yes, at Ufracombe. 

1223. Any higher up ? — Yes, at the Holms. 

1224. Have they ever run any on shore ? — Not that I know of. 

1225. Are they not a very useful body of men ? — Not to us. 

1 226. Not to you pilots, you mean, but to the ships ? — I don't recommend them. 

1227. You say a great many ships escape you at present ; now you know that 
two are better than one, and if you had more boats you would be more likely to 
catch them ? — WeU, perhaps we might. 

1228. What is your experience of these yawlers as to their bringing up ships ? 
*— I can't say but very little about that ; they are men that I don't know, and 
don't want to. 

1 229. It has been suggested that Lundy Island would be a good station for pilots 
to reside at, that they might be always at hand, and their boats cruising about there ; 
what do you think of that ? — I don't know ; at times they can't ride there. 

1230. But suppose you had some good houses there like you have at Pill, and 
some good four-oared boats to pull off with? — I should hardly think that would 
answer. 

1231. Suppose you had some boats like the small Gloucester boats down 
there ? — ^They would not do. 

1232. Why not? — Because in a strong gale of wind they would never be able 
to go off. 

1 233. Would it not be convenient to take pilots out there in running down ? — 
Sometimes you can't get off or on with a south-east wind. 

1 234. Can't you land at all there with a south-east wind ? —You may land 
there, but it is not pleasant to do it. 

1 235. Have you any apprentice ? — One, sir. 

1236. What does he cost you; is he included in the return? — He is one of 
the crew, but it is not all entered in that return. 

1 237. Do you find him in clothes as well as victuals ? — Yes. 

1238. What does he cost you a year in clothes ? — £.7 or 8Z., I suppose. 

Captain Drew re-examined by Captain Beeckey. 

1239. What is the charge of an assistant pilot for? — He is necessary for 
vessels above 300 tons passing up and down the river ; 10^. is charged for his 
services. We then have one pilot fore and aft ; we feel it necessary at the dock 
gates and in coming round the sharp curves of the river to have a man on the 
look out aft as well as forward. 

286. O 1240, You 
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84 April 1^54. 1 240. You have boatmen, I see> besides ?— That is in the ease the ship should 

— require another warp ; I have been five times out in a steamer in going up the river. 

1241. You have then river pilotage, 1 L 10s. ; boat and men, 1/. 1^. 9d^, and 
the other charges you have before stated. Now, could we not reduce some of 
those charges ? — I am satisfied the boat and men are necessary. 

1242. Is the assistant pilot? — I consider it so. 

1243. Which of the two pilots has charge in going up? — The first pilot ; be 
is req)onsible for anything that happen?. 

1 244. (By Mr. Cle^ram.) Are these compulsory charges cm the River Avon ? — 
Quite so. 

Captain Beechey (to Mr. Thomas).'] Have you anything to ask ? 

Mr. Thomas.'] No ; I shall not ask him anything. 

Mr. Richard Poole King.] I wish to state, sir, as the owner of several 
vessels trading for the last 30 years to the coast of Africa, that the captains 
of these vessels, though all of them brought up in. Bristol, on their arrival 
at Lundy, are very much disappointed if they do not find a pilot, and in 
going down it is the same with them ; they all like to have a pilot with them. 

Captain Beechey.] Is it any grievance to the shipowners to have to pay for 
this pilotage ? 

Mr. R. P. King.] No ; I think it very important to our trade. 

Mr. Clegram.] Is it your instruction to the masters to take a pibt, or is it 
their own opinion that one is necessary ? 

Mr. R. P. King.] I think it is the opinion of all our masters. 

Mr. Clegram.] Are they open to do it, or not, if they please ? 

Mr. R. P. King.] Decidedly, but I think they are of opinion that the 
insurance would be affected if they did not. 

Mr. Brice,] We had better have this put on the notes, I think, and I will 
therefore examine Mr. King. 

Mr. Richard Poole King^ Examined by Mr. Brice. 

1245. I BELIEVE you are one of the largest shipowners of tlie port of Bristol? 
— Without saying as much as that, I may state that we have 16 vessels engaged 
in the African trade, and they average from 1.50 to 300 tons. 

1246. (By Captain Beecheif.) As a shipowner of considerable magnitude in this 
port, do you think the insurance of ships coming up the Channel would be affected 
if the pilotage were not done away with, but the limits reduced. For instance, 
suppose we contracted the limit to the Holms instead of Lundy, do you think it 
would affect the insurances ? — I don't think it would till some loss had occurred, 
but the moment there was any loss, which is very rare in our Channel, I think there 
would be one or two per cent, more charged. 

1247. Then in the first instance you don't think it would affect the insurance? 
— I don't think it would. 

1248. Do you insure your ships ? — Always; not to the full amount, but to a 
very large amount. 

1 249. Is the risk the same here as at Liverpool ? — It is the same, and yet I 
think the underwriters take it a quarter in favour of Bristol over London or 
Liverpool. 

1 250. Does that arise from the nature of the Channel, or what ?— I apprehend 
it is from the fact of losses not frequently occurring, and the dangers are less. 
I am surprised to hear of captains of other ports wishing to evade the pilotage, 
but such is the fact ; I know that they do it. 

1251. Are you aware of the Act of last Session, allowing masters to pilot their 
own vessels ; and do you think masters generally wish to avail themselves of it ? — 
I don't think there is a master I have that I could get to avail himself of it, and 
yet they were all brought up in the port. It is true they only come here once a 
year, and it is very likely, after a long voyage, that they wish to be reheved of 
further responsibility. 

125?, You 
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1 252. You have never compldned yourself nor do you wish to get rid of the 24 April 1854. 

present system of pUotage ? —No ; in coming round from Lundy with any Alp, 

I say take a pilot. 

1253. Are your vessels ever detained? — Scarcely a winter passes hut some of 
them come up to the Holms without a pilot, and I write and complain ahout it ; 
they always fire a gun for a pUot, especially in the months of November, December 
and January. 'Two years ago we had vessels detamed nine or ten weeks down at 
Lundy, and it would have been dearable at Uiat period to have had a steamer to 
take pilots down. Every now and then we get such a winter, and when it does 
happen nearly the whole of the pilots may l^ at home. 

1 254. (By Mr. Clegram.) The value of your cargoes is very great, I suppose ? 
— Sometimes. 

1 255. Much more than timber or com ? — Some years ago it was gold and ivory, 
now it is principally palm oil. 

1256. Still it is greater than timber or com r — Yes. 

1 257. You say your cargoes are insured ? — Yes, to a great amount. 

1258. I think I understood you to say that your masters are desirous of having 
pilots, fearing the insurance? — Yes, I believe that is partly their reason. 

1 259. (By Mr. Brice.) You have been asked as to the value of your inward 
cargoes, and you say you always take :a pilot outwards ; is the value of the cargoes 
the same out and in ? — Yes. 

1260. I thought'it would have been much less out ?-- No, it is about the same. 
(To Captain Beechey.) My reason for offering this evidence, sir, is, that I don*t 
wish to see the present system disturbed, without having something better in its 
place. Some persons, I know, are very eager for change, in other things as well 
as pilotage, but for my part, I am not anxious to see any alterations without I am 
satisfied that they will prove beneficial. 

Captain Beechey.'] No apology was at all necessary on your part. I was 
anxious to have the opinions of all parties, and all have been invited to give 
me their opinions, so far as they are interested in the question before us. 

Mr. Clegram.'] I want to ascertain the portions of the Channel where the 
pilotage commences ; how many from Lundy, for instance, how many from 
the Holms, and so on. 

Captain Beechey.] You had better see the returns then. 

John Gillmore, Examined by Mr. Brice. 

1261. ARE you one of the branch pilots of the Bristol Channel, under the 
Corporation of Bristol ? — I am. 

1 262. How long have you had a branch ? — ^For 10 years. 

1 263. How long have you known the Channel ? — From my childhood. 

1264. ^^ y^^ know Swansea, Cardiff, Newport, and all the other ports? — 
Yes. 

1265. In point of fact, you would undertake to pilot a vessel to any port of the 
Channel ?— Yes. 

1 266. Do you know the shoals and dangers of the Channel ? — I have been out 
long enoup:h to. 

1 267. But do you ? — Yes. 

1 268. Is it an easy navigation ? — No, I think not. 

1269. Where wotdd a stranger like to pick up a pilot? — At Lundy. 

1270. Why at Lundy? — ^Bwause there is no other place like it in the Channel. 

1271. If he did npt pick up one there, is there any inconvenience at other 
places ?— Yes. 

1 272. What would be the danger of dispensing with a pilot in thick weather ? 
— He mi^t get ou the Holms, or on the One Fathom Bank. 

1 273. Then you think a stranger would not like to take his vessel up to Bristol 
without a pilot ?— Yes, I do. 

1274. (By Captain Beechey.) Have you a boat ?— Yes. 

1275. Anybody else a share ? — No. 

1276. Do you go out alone ? — Yes. 

1277. What crew have you?— Three besides myself; two men and a boy. 

1278. Is the boy an apprentice? — ^Yes. 

286. O2 1279. What 
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1279. ^^^t does that boat stand you in a year ; what do yon pay for painting, 
repairing, and so on ? — ^About 20 /. 

1280. Will that cover you in 10 years? — I suppose it will. 

1281. What do you pay the two men and boy? — ^The men 3f. out of every 
guinea, and the boy Is. 6d. 

1282. Besides feeding them? — ^Yes, besides feeding them. 

1283. What does the food cost ?— (iVb answer). 

1284. About how much pilotage do you get in the course of the year ? — About 
240/. 

1285. And how much out of that do you pay away? — About 40 Z. 

1286. Then you take 200/. home to the wife ? — No, not so much as that; not 
above 70/, 

1287. What does it cost you a head to feed the men? — ^Three shillings a head 
each. 

Captain Drew.'] It does not cost him more than ls.6d.A head for food ; 
these pilots are very bad accountants ; they don't know much of debit and 
credit. 

Captain Beechey.'] So I think. 

Captain Drew.'] I can give all this information from their own books. 

Captain Beechey !\ I wish you had said so before ; it would have saved so 
much time. You think you can give all these particulars I have asked him 
about. 

Captain Drew.] Oh, yes. 

Captain Beechey.] They are all much the same as to expenses, I suppose^ 
and you can let me have a return. 

Captain Drew.] Yes, I can do that. 



GUlmore's Examination resumed by Captain Beechey. 

1 288. Is your boat equal to keep the sea off Lundy at all weathers ? — ^Yes. 

1 289. How long are you getting down from Pill to Lundy against a strong west 
wind ? — ^Three tides ; it must be blowing very hard if you can't get down on the 
fourth tide. 

1290. Is your boat equal to that at all times?— Yes ; we ^t to Minehead on 
the first tide. 

1291. When the haven-master orders you to sea is there any reason why you 
should not go out at any tide ? — No, sir. 

1292. And he may naturally expect that you will be down at Lundy in three 
tides ? — Yes. 

1293. Do you think a man can run this Channel with his lead ? — ^No. 

1 294. Not if he has a good chart ? — No. 

1295. Where does the difficulty begin ? — At One Fathom Bank. 

1 296. Is the Nash a place where a vessel could hold her own if it was blowing 
west ? — No, I think not. 

1 297. Would there be any risk of drifting so far as to come into danger ? — 
I think so. 

1298. Can you take a ship to Newport? — Yes. 

1299. Have you ever done it ?— Yes, inside Newport Docks. 

1 300. If your men were running up, and did not meet a Newport pilot, how 
far could they take the ship up ? — Up to Newport Docks. 

1301. Could they lie a ship there? — Yes, every one. 

1302. Have you ever done it? — No; but my own ship has laid there, and 
where my ship will lie, any ship will lie. 

1 303. Is it a difficult navigation from Penarth Beads to Bute Docks ? — Not 
much. 

1304. What is the charge for the navigation from Penarth to Bute Docks ? — 
Two shillings and sixpence per foot. 

1305. And the same coming out? — Yes. 

1306. Now as to Gloucester ; have you ever been up to Gloucester ? — Yes ; I 
was master of a steamer there. 

1307. Should 
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1307. Should you like to qualify yourself for Gloucester, if you were allowed ? ^ April 1854. 
— I can't say I should like to take charge myself. 

1308. What, not through the Shoots ?-^I could find my way up, but should not 
like to take charge of a ship. 

1309. What is the cause of the delay at Kingroad with Gloucester ships?— 
I have never seen any. 

1310. Have you not heard a complaint of ships losing their tide up to Gloucester ? 
— ^I heard it the first day I was here. 

1311. Is it common; have the Gloucester pilots complained to you about it? 
—No. 

1312. There was some idea that from the Holms upwards you waited till there 
was plenty of water ; is that so ? — I never can get along too quick myself. 

1313. Do you think it is a wholly unfounded complaint ? — I think they bring a 
ship up as quick and safe as they can ; I have run a ship along when the Glou- 
^cester pilot said it was not safe. 

1314. You have never heard much grumbling then about your detention down 
there ? — ^No ; I was quite surprised when I heard it in this room that day. 

1315. Suppose you were obliged to give up charge to the Gloucester pilots in 
coming up, where would you like to hove to ?— I should not like to hove to. 

1316. About the Holms is not very handy for that purpose, is it? — Not at all. 

1317. Where do you pick up Gloucester pilots in general ? — Sometimes at the 
Holms, and sometimes below. 

1318. Did you ever hear of bringing up at Kingroad, because the man was not 
there to take her off? — No ; if we saw one coming, we should keep her on, and 
make sail. 

1319. Have you ever done that yourself? — ^Yes. 

1320. (By Mr. Clegram.) Do vessels, in coming up Channel, always get up as 
quick as they would if they had a Gloucester pilot on board ? — I think so. 

1321. If a Gloucester pilot had boarded at the Holms, might not the vessel 
often go on to Gloucester on the same tide that now takes her only to Kingroad ? 
— No ; the Gloucester pilot can't get her on quicker than we. 

1322. Have you ever known a vessel delayed many tides in Kingroad waiting 
for the Gloucester tides ? — ^Yes, of course. 

1323. Is it possible, by having to wait one tide in Kingroad, she might be 
delayed many tides before she could get on to Gloucester ? — ^Yes. 

1324. Would there be any diflSculty, if the Gloucester pilots were cruising 
below the Holms, in boarding the vessels coming up the Channel ? — ^Yes, I think 
there would ; we should not like to hove to. 

1325. Suppose there were no change of pilots at all, would there be likely to 
be any detention in the Channel then ? — Perhaps not. 

1326. (By Captain JSeec^ey.) Are the Gloucester boats large boats? — (By Mr. 
-Clegram.) They are nearly all the same size. 

Gillmores Examination resumed. 

1327. Are they capable of keeping the sea off Lundy ? — No. 

1328. How far could they go down? — I don't think they could go beyond the 
Nash. 

1329. Do you ever meet them down there ? — Not in winter time. 

1330. (By Mr. E. Drew.) Do you often bring ships to anchor in Kingroad in 
consequence of no Gloucester pilot being there ? — ^Yes. 

133 J- (By Mr. Poole.) Do you mean to say that Kingroad would be the best 
place for the Gloucester pilots to be at, instead of going lower down ? — Yes. 

1332. (By Captain Beechey.) Suppose they were at Portshead, how would that 
be ? — ^We should be sure to see them there. 

1 333. Suppose you had a flag-staff there ? — It would be a very good thing ; 
and then we should know whether there was a pilot there or no. 

1334. Do you know the yawlers ? — Yes. 

1335. Are they very useful to you ?— Not at all. 
'^^afi* Do they briug up ships? — Yes. 

1337. Then they have been of use to the trade ? — ^That is only once here and 
thei^ ; not very often. 

1338. Do the yawlers avoid your — Oh, yes; they will alter their course to 
rget away from us. 

386. O 3 1339. What 



Digitized by 



Google 



110 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before CAPTAIN BEECHEY 

J4 April 1854. 1 339* What plan can you euggest for picking up the ships that ran up without 
: pilots ? — I should say there is no place like Lundy. 

1340. But that is so much out of the way in coming from the north; what 
do you think of Caldy ? — I don't think that would do ; it is too for to the north. 

1341. What, for ships going to the north ? — Yes. 

1342. Suppose you had Caldy as well as Lundy, do you not think that, with a 
larger class of boats and a sufficient number of you, but few vessels could then 
escape you ? — I think not. 

Mr. Knapp.'] I understand Captain Drew to say that he thought it was 
the best mode, and the most desirable, to have a boat of large size sta- 
tioned at Lundy ; a boat of 80 or 100 tons, with a number of pilots on board. 

Captain Drew.'] I did not say I thought such a plan was the best plan, or 
that I thought it was desirable. 

Captain Beechey.'] I think it was rather a suggestion by myself whether, in 
consequence of the number of ships which escape pilotage, a larger class of 
vessel might not be advantageously employed instead of running up with a 
ship and man. 

Mr. Knapp.'] I wish to inquire about the station of this boat, whether it is 
to be kept under Lundy, or where ? 

Captain Beechey.'] The question put to Captain Drew by me was whether 
several of them placed 6, 10 or 15 miles apart, would or would not, in his 
opinion, be beneficial ? 

Captain Drew."] That was it. 

Mr. Knapp."] I wish it to be clearly understood it has been suggested to 
have a station at Lundy, and another further up the Channel, and I wish to 
know how it is to be effected. 

Captain Drew.] Take the district of Lundy as it is at present, 10 miles 
north, 10 south and 10 west, and place these boats there. 

Mr. Knapp.] How can that be done .- 

Captain Drew.] I can hardly give an opinion on the new system. 

Mr. Knapp.] But the present system is objected to, and I want to know 
what the haven-master, as the mouthpiece of the Corporation of Bristol, 
recommends r 

Captain Beechey.] I am not awaie that any plan has been proposed by 
any party. 

Captain Drew.] No proposal has been offered by the city ; but you, mc, 
stated a plan, and I gave my opinion upon it. 

Mr. Brice.] You will see from the minutes that all the suggestions have 
come either from Captain Beechey, or from those who are opposed to the 
jurisdiction of Bristol. We are raUier for the present listeners to statements 
of evils which we do not admit. 

Mr. Knapp.] It appears from the evidesice of all the pilots that there are a 
great number of ships who escape the pilotage at present ; I wish to know how 
that can be remedied. 

Captain Drew.] I reply that, by having so many boats between the Nash 
and Caldy, we should have a force so as to intercept everything passing up 
the Channel. 

Mr. Knapp^\ Do I understand that there is to be a boat at Lundy similar 
to those at Dungeness ? If so, I wish to know whether it is to be one of 
80 tons. 

Mr. Pope.] It was Mr. Edwards or Mr. Cole that made that suggestion ; 
it did not come from Captain Drew. 

Mr. Knapp.] Then you merely insist on carrying out the present system? 

Captain Drew.] I say that the present system is a good one, but I don't 
insist that the present system shall be carried out. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Knapp.'\ It has been stated that it would be desirable to have a h April 1854. 

certain number of boats stationed at Lundy, and another certain ncCmber 

elsewhere. 

Captain Drew.] If you had been here in the early part of my evidence 
you would have heard that it was proposed that the pilots should run up from 
Lundy, and on their return be put at these boats. I did not think that plan 
would answer, and that is the objection which I have to a stationary boat at 
Lundy. 

1343. (By Mr. Knapp.) That objection would apply to a station oflf the Nash ? 
— No, it is much smoother water there. 

1 344. Do you think it possible that a vessel can be boarded at the Nash ? — 
I thiuk so, from my experience. 

1 345. What would be the probability of meeting a pilot up at the Nash in the 
winter nights ? — I think I would wait for one ; but I think that with the present 
system, if there were three or four boats between Porlock Bay and Caldy, you 
would find a pilot. As a practical man, if I found no pilot I would bring my 
ship to, and not run her. 

1346. Then I understand you would require a greater number of pilots, and 
would keep them constantly to the west r — Most decidedly, if every man was 
made to carry a pilot j we are but in our infancy. 

1347. I should suppose, as far as you were concerned, the idea of the stationary 
boat would be abandoned ? — Well, I put it to you, as a practical master, whether 
it woidd answer for a district extending over 40 miles. 

1348. It has been observed, in the course of the evidence, that the pilotage 
at Newport was compulsory ? — I beg to say, I made no remark of the kind. 

1349. It is not compulsory, it is customary; there is no law to compel it? — 
I think I am right in saying that the same gentleman who receives the light dues 
receives the pilotage. 

Mr. Knapp,] It is' usual, but a person need not pay it ; and the Newport 
ships do not pay it till the pilot has performed his work. 

Mr. Knapp^ Examined by Captain Beechey, 

1350. HAS a pilot ever refused to go out till he was paid ? — Never. 

1351. It is merely an arrangement on your part then, and he could not refuse 
to go? — Certainly not; and he is not paid till he has earned his money. 

Captain Drew*s Examination resumed by Mr. Knapp. 

1552. You also stated that many foreigners escaped without paying the pilots ; 
now the pilot Harris said he never knew a foreigner foil to pay him r— I suppose 
it has not been his lot to meet with one ; but it is constantly the case that they 
do escape. 

Mr. Knapp.] As the case of foreigners has been brought on the carpet, 
sir, I may mention another way in which they are affected by the present 
system, and which puts the boot upon the other leg, with all due deference 
be it said to the authorities of Bristol. Under the present system, a foreigner, 
upon the information of a Bristol Channel pilot, is liable to be dragged to 
Bristol to have his case decided by magistrates who are equal to anything in 
the world. Sometimes these charges are very trivial ; but a warrant comes ; 
the man is brought from Newport to Bristol ; the packets arrive some hours 
after the magistrates' sittings on that day, and the man, if he caunot get bail, 
is deprived of his liberty for the night. The next day he comes before the 
magistrates, and they dismiss the charge as frivolous and vexatious. I have 
known such a case as this, and there have been many instances in which 
nations have engaged in war for more slender things than this. I do think 
that when a case happens like this, it would be much better to have it settled 
on the spot at Newport, and not have the man taken to Bristol on a charge 
which after all turns out to be without foundation. That is one feature of 
the case, of which I think that foreigners have just reason to complain. 

Mr. Bnce.] With reference to this matter, I am perhaps as competent to 

speak as any person. The magistrates of Bristol, sir, are fully aware that 
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•54 April 1854. this is a harsh proceeding, but it is the only one open to them, namely, upon 

— -« an infonnation swom before ihem, to issue a compulsory warrant to bring the 

party before them. It is one of those things that should be revised, and no 
doubt the recovery of pilotage could be effected by a much simpler measure. 

Captain DrewP^ It would be all avoided, if the pilotage was paid at the 
Custom-house. 

Mr. Knapp.'\ How could that be with the pilotage of a ship coming in- 
wards? However, I am dealing vdth the case now as regards foreigners, and 
I say that with such treatment as I have spoken of to an American, if the 
United States Government had been apprised of it, there is no knowing what 
the consequences might have been. 

Captain Beechey.] But whatfpoint does this go upon } Is it offered as an: 
argument for separate jurisdiction r 

Mr. Knapp."] Certainly. 

Captain Beechey.] But how would this be remedied f 

Mr. Knapp.] By Newport having its own pilots ; we don't, however, wish 
to dissolve the Channel pilotage ? 

Captain Beechey,] Then the same thing may arise again at any time. 

Mr. Knapp.] Well, let the Bristol pilot come to Newport then, and not 
drag a foreigner to Bristol. 

Mr. Brice.'] In order to establish a compulsory power to recover pilotage, 
and to proceed for that purpose under the Channel law, the preliminary is 
for the pilot to come and lay his information, which is taken on oath, and 
then the magistrate issues his warrant to bring the party before him. If the 
pilot fails to make out his case, he might be liable to an action ; but all this 
might be carried out by some more easy means, in which the Bristol magis- 
trates would be quite willing to concur. 

Captain Beechey.'] That would require an imperial Act, applying to all the 
ports in the Channel. Suppose a man came here who had evaded the Liver- 
pool pilotage, he would be summoned to Liverpool i)robably. At present 
it seems to me that, with separate jurisdictions, this inconvenience cannot be 
avoided ; but if we were to get rid of the Sub-commissioners, perhaps it 
might. 

Mr. Knapp.l I recommend that each port should stand on its own merits 
and its own basis ; for instance, from Newport to the Holms, I would make 
the pilotage compulsory; from that to Lundy there should be regular 
stations, but it should be optional with the masters whether they would take 
a pilot or not. As regards the payments, I would divide them, and have the 
highest pay to the most westward pilots. That would compel the men to go 
west and compete with others, or else to starve. There should be one 
station from Lundy to the Nash, and if a Bristol pilot took a Newport ship, 
then he should have the best pay. Under the present system, he is only paid 
from Lundy ; but I have taken pilots off Padstow. 

Captain DretvJ] They are restricted now. 

Mr. Knapp.] They would be well paid, though, if they were to go there ; 
and if we found them cruising as far west, where 10 ships escape pow, there 
would not be one under that system. I contend that the pilots do not 
earn their money now-a-day; it requires no great skill with our present 
captains. • 

Captain Beechey.] Then you would have the highest pilotage paid for the 
outer stage. If the rate, for instance, were 6/. from Lundy to Newport, you 
would have 4 /. paid from Lundy to Nash. Now, if I were to say that the 
Nev\rport boats should be admitted to the outward pilotage equally with 
the Bristol boats, would all your pilots qualify themselves for all places in the 
Bristol Channel ? 

Mr. Knapp.] Most decidedly. 

Captain. 
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Captain Beeckey.'] Then, in order to keep these boats, which are now 84 April 185^. 

under different authorities, in control, would the Newport Conunissioners — 

concur in a general, I mean a joint plan, for the management of the whole 
Channel ? 

Mr. Knapp.] They would from Lundy to the Holms ; but from the Holms 
to Lundy is a private concern. Prom Lundy to the Holms there would be 
no objection. 

Captain Beechey.] You must be aware that such a proposition would not 
be likely to be met. You wish to make your own regulations to the Holms, 
and to give up nothing in turn to Bristol. You have said it would be 
desirable that yoiu* vessels should go to the westward; now difficulties 
would arise under such a system, inasmuch as all your boats would be con- 
gregated in certain parts of the Channel, and it could not work well ; but, in 
order to have the boats admitted to a general pilotage of the Channel, it 
would be necessary that there should be Commissioners, perhaps, from the 
different ports to make rules for the pilots; and that would be equally 
applicable to Newport. What I want to know is, whether it is likely the 
Newport Commissioners would join in such a scheme as that. With regard 
to their own port and river, under such a plan the jurisdiction would be 
entirely their own, and they could do as they liked, subject only to the 
approval of the Board of Trade ; but if the outer channel were opened to all 
pilots, that is, to all regularly licensed and qualified pilots, and there should be 
one joint scheme of outer pilotage for all the ports in the Channel, under the 
direction of a general Board ; in such a case, is it likely that the Newport Com- 
missioners would delegate a member or two of their body to such a Board ? 

Mr. Knapp.'] They would concur so far as this, to arrange the various 
stages of pilotage ; but otherwise than that, I think the Newport men best 
qualified to judge how many Channel pilots they require, and so forth ; and 
it almost strikes me that they would require the sole management of the 
pilotage from the Holms up to their docks, and let Bristol do the same, 
and fix their own rates. From the Holms to Lundy let there be a general 
scale of fees, and all pay the same. 

Captain Beechei/.'] Unless there was one goveminff body, it never could 
be known what pilots were at the entrance of the Channel, and what were 
not. Besides^ if the jurisdiction should end at the Holms, the same grievances 
would exist as at the present moment ; and, moreover, your boats in the 
outer pilotage being governed by yourselves, would be always clashing with 
the other pilots, and would produce such a state of things as would only 
. keep up the present evils which are now complained of. 

Mr. Knapp.] I can't see the evils complained of. 

Captain Beech^.] Well, I don't know ; we have already had three days of 
it, and I hope we are not going to have three days more. 

Mr. Knapp.] I don't suppose it will be insisted that all vessels shall take 
a pilot after the Act of Parliament, which allows masters well qualified to 
navigate their own ; I don't anticipate there will be any difficulty in appljing 
that remedy. Upon the question of outward pilotage, however, there is a 
difficulty which now exists, and unless you absolutely put a staff of pilots 
down at Newport, and insist by Act of Parliament that a man shall stop on 
board a vessel as she goes out, they will have a Newport man to take them 
down as far as the Holms, and if they don't want him any fiurther they will not 
have him or the Channel pilot. 

Captain Beeckey.] I think you have given me the strongest argument you 
can in favour of the plan which I suggested, which is, that your pilots should 
be admitted to the extreme limits of the western pilotage. You complain 
now that your men are not allowed to go beyond a certain point, but if they 
were admitted to all the privileges which the Bristol men now possess, that 
is what you require, and that is precisely the advantage which would arise 
fronijtbfiuQja^mmation which I have referred to. 

Mr« Kfujpp.ylf there were an amalgamation of the different ports, 

I suppose it would be in proportion to the amount of tonnage going in and 
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Board ; and with all respect to the Bristol gentlemen, I may say that I think 
they know more of Bristol than they do of Newport. I know also that they 
have a strong predilection in favour of Pill men ; they think there can't be 
such a thing as a Newport bom pilot ; but I know that we have men who 
can stand to the westward with any of the Channel pilots. 

Mr. JBrtce.] We have not the slightest desire to limit the pilots to Pill ; 
you may take them from any place you like. 

Captain Beechey.^ You seem to be afraid of being outvoted at such a 
Board as I have mentioned, but you must be aware that all bye-laws and 
other regulations would be subject to the approval of the higher authorities ; 
and therefore, having been once adjusted there is not likely to be any incon- 
venience to any parties. 

Mr. Knapp.'] Newport, sir, is a very rising place. 

Captain Beeckey.'] Well, if it should rise, as you seem to anticipate, above 
Bristol, then you would have the minority at the Board ; and if your view of 
the case is the true one, then you need not fear, because if Newport should 
rise to the importance you imagine, she would then, as I have intimated, 
probably have the majority at the Board. 

Mr. KnappJ] If an Act of Parliament was framed, and in that it was 
provided that the number of Commissioners should rise with the tonnage of 
the several ports, I think that might alter the case ; but my own opinion is, 
that each port had better stand on its own merits. 

Captain Beechey.'] Then do you think each port should allow its pilots to 
enter the Channel ? if so, I think your plan might be carried out, but you 
would probably be found to differ from the others. You wish, it seenis, to 
extend your pilotage to the Holms, and to have the jurisdiction of all pilots 
between the Holms and Newport ; of course, by such a plan, you tread upon 
Cardiff very much, and upon Bristol very much. 

Mr. Knapp.l How could we encroach upon Bristol if we say that if a 
Bristol man gets on board a vessel off Lundy, he may go on with her to the 
Holms. 

Captain BeecheyJ] Then the master of a vessel is to stop for the outer 
pilot, and then for the inner pilot ; and probably, when he gets into the 
Usk there may be a third, and he has to pay them all. I can't think that 
such a plan will ever do. 

Mr. Knapp."] There would be seldom a case in which that could occur. ' 

Captain Beechey.'] But is it a system you would advise, that a man on a 
dirty night should be running about in the chops of the Channel to look for 
a pilot ? 

Mr. Knapp."] There would be no need of a master having a pilot if he 
did not want one. 

Captain Beechey.'] But if a master is to refuse a pilot that offers, you must 
also give the pilot the option of refusing the master. 

Mr. Knappi] I don't think that. 

Captain Beechejf.l We have it on good authority that a Bristol man did 
refuse a Swansea vessel, and would not go on board. I will, however, under- 
take to say, that whatever plan is adopted it shall not be an optional case on 
the part of the pilot, at least. 

Mr. Knapp.'] That is what I say, I think. 

Captain Beechet/.] But it is very imreasonable that a man shall have to go 
on board and then that the master may refuse him. It appears by your bye- 
laws that he may be refused ; and I say that is a state of things which cannot 
and ought not to exist. 

Mr. Knapp.'] That is the state of things which exists now. I have known 
cases where a pilot saw two vessels and left them. 

Captain 
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Captain BeeeheyJ] You, as a Sub-commissioner, and an active person, 04 April 1854. 

would be the first to make a bye-lair to prevent that if it were a general 

thing ; but what I say is, that if you would have an efficient pilotage, you 
must be all under one control ; your pilots must be all treated alike ; you 
must have one set of rates, and not two ; they must all pass one similar 
examination, and not two ; and if any local port is to retain the privilege of 
imposing rates in its own district, there should be a reciprocity. Then, if 
coasters were admitted free to one port, they should not have pilotage 
demanded of them in another ; and in fact, the whole system should be as 
much as possible assimilated. I am now speaking of the justice of the thing 
in a channel like this, where we find one port exempting coasters, and another 
not, but all who come in having to pay indiscriminately. I should like to 
see the same bye4aws and the same jurisdiction established ; and if you do 
not have some such Systran as that in the Bristol Channd, I don't think it 
likely that you will ever agree. 

Mr. jEm^.] I perfectly agree with all you have said, except as to the 
Pilotage Commission. 

Captain Beechey.1 That is a matter of detail, which I think might be 
arranged without much difficulty. 

Mr. Knaf^l Desirable as that might be^ I cannot think that the pilotage 
(^ the entire Channel should remain wholly under the control of one com- 
mission. 

Captain Beechof.l Well, you see it does not work well under several. 
We have heaid your sdieme, and I think it is thist, that each port diould 
have its own boats in the Channel, to bring in ships to its own port, and that 
diips for Newport having taken in another pilot before the Newport man 
arrives, the Newport man should supersede him in^ierever he mec^ him. Now 
that is the present system,merelychangingtlienamefl^a]id it does not work well. 

Mr. Knapp.} We don t object to that ; we admit it is the law, and we 
say, law is law. 

Captain Beechey.'] ITou must remember that the masters and owners of 
vessels have got something to say as to that 

Mr. Knapp.l I believe that if the pilotage to the westward of the Holms 
was left c^n, that might be a satisfiietory anangCTiient ; but if there is to be 
one general body, I don't think it would answer. We know ihst every 
month, at the meetings of our local boards, there are disputes as to ships, 
and we have to sit imd arbitrate up<Hi Uiose cases; whereas, if we had to 
wait for Commissioners from Bristol and Gloucester and dsewhere, there 
would be a great delay, and they would not know anything of the matter. 
I think these things should be left to the local board. 

Captain Beechey.} Suppose you have every one above the Holms going 
to Newport compelled to take one of your pilots ; you would go through the 
district of Cardiff and into the district of Bristol ; there are three districts, 
and your pilot may have to give up to the Cardiff man or to the Bristol man, 
if they meet him. 

Mr. Knapp.l I don't know a case where that has happened. 

Captain Beechejf.} But is it not the fact, that if the Cardiff man meets you 
on his ground, the Newport man must give up to him. 

Mr. Knapp.l We must draw the line somewhere ; and I don't think it 
necessary for a ^p coming from the Holms to Newp<Hrt to have more than 
the Newport pilot. 

Captain Beechey.'] Am I to understand then, that the Newport Com- 
missicmers will not be agreeable to concur in any joint scheme, such as I 
have indicated, if I should recommend it for ad(^tion. 

Mr. Knapp.1 I will not say that, because it has not been laid down to 
me in that unconditional manner. But my own opinion is, that they can do 
it more satisfactorily themselves, and that they are the best qualified to 
manage their own business. 

[The Court then adjourned till the following day. 
386. p 2 Tuesday, 
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"""""""""^ Captain Beechey.] Is there any more evidence ? 

Mr. Brice.] We have nothing more to ofFer, sir, unless there is anything 
that you wish supplied. 

Mr. Knapp.'] There is a gentleman present connected with the port of 
Bideford, and as that is in the Channel, I should like to have his evidence 
taken. 

Captain Beechey.] It is rather late now, but I have no objection to it if 
we can make a short hearing of him. I almost wish he had been here 
before. 

Mr. Knapp.'] He only arrived here last night; and as the gentlemen of 
Bristol have had so much time, and Newport has been heard, and other 
places, I think we ought to take what this gentleman has to say. 

Captain Beechey.} I will go on now, or adjourn till next week, if you like 
to get further evidence. 

George Heard, Examined by Mr. Knapp. 

1353. WILL you state to Captain Beechey what you are r— I am the manager 
of eight or nine vessels belonging to my father, and have had the sole management 
of them for the last 14 years, at Bideford. 

1354. Do you superintend your father*s business ?— I do. 

1355- (By Captain Beechey.) Are you a seafaring person ? — I have occasionally 
gone to sea, but I am not a sailor. 

13.56. Will you have the goodness to state what you have to say on the subject 
of this inquiry r — For a number of years past I have seen and felt the grievous 
impost and uselessness of the pilots, who have been accustomed to board vessels 
from Lundy up to the Holms, and, vice versdy going down. Those persons who 
have applied for the privilege, in my opinion, are altogether useless, inasmuch as 
the captains I have are quite competent to take a vessel to any part of the 
Channel. I should be most happy to answer any questions that any gentleman 
would put to me on the points under inquiry, as I do not know exactly what it is 
you want me to point out. 

1357. You, as a civilian, are not likely to be able to afford me the evidence 
I require. My first question to you is, how do you know that the Bristol Channel 
pilots are useless ? — Last week, one of them came on board a vessel at Cardiff, 
and the captain told him he did not want him, but he remained there, and said he 
would not go if he stopped for three days. The captain said, he considered it a 
piece of imposition, but the pilot said to him, '^ Whether you take me out or not, 
I will have the pilotage," and he was obliged to take him, and in my pocket I have 
the order on my broker for these useless services. 

1358. Where was that vessel bound to r — To New York. 

1359. Well, the man was entitled to the pilotage, and your captain was very 
wrong in refusing to pay him ? — ^He took the man, because he was compelled to 
do so, but he did not require him, as he knows the navigation of the Channel from 
Gloucester downwards. The pilot, however, said that he would be paid whether 
the captain took him or not, and the captain then said, " Well, if you will, you 
shall do something for your money,'* and so he took him out. Had it not beeu 
that my captain was compelled, he would never have taken the pilot. 

1 360. -Ajre your captains accustomed to the navigation of the Channel ? — Yes, 
all of them. My captain has been to Gloucester three times, and to Bristol once ; 
I am speaking of the captain of this very vessel that sailed from Cardiff last Wed* 
nesday week. 

1361. Your complaint is, that your captain being competent to navigate the 
Channel, he ought not to be compelled to take a pilot? — Decidedly not; I have 
for the last six or seven years been going to write to the " Shipping Gazette*' on 
the subject ; but other things have prevented me, and the law having been altered 
in other respects, J thought this matter would also be taken into consideration ; 
but had there been no chance of anything being done in it, I certainly should have 
apphed to the ** Shipping Gazette.** 

1362. You don*t mean to say that the pilots are useless as pilots, but only to 
your captains ? — I do say that they are useless from the Holms to Lundy to any 

man 
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man who possesses a chart. There can be no use in having a man in the Channel ^5 April 1854^ 
where there is no danger. 

1363. What charts do your men use ? — Generally Norrey's ; that is, Henry and 
Blackford's. 

1364. I suppose you know that the sands are continually shifting; that the 
Culver is further out than it was, as I know by my own experience ? — I know there 
has been a slight alteration. 

1365* Not a slight alteration, but a very considerable one ? — You will find that 
is above the Holms, not below. 

1366. How do you know? — ^The masters have told me so ; and I come up the 
Channel occasionally myself. 

] 367. And, therefore, you think that with the aid of a chart a man has no 
need of a pilot ?— He has not below the Holms. 

1368. Have you anything else to say ? — As regards the Pill men, I should say 
that if such persons are appointed, it ought to be optional with the masters to 
take them or not; but if there are masters who understand every shoal and every 
harbour of refuge in this Channel, they ought not to be obliged to take them ; 
they may be required for strangers. 

1369. If they are essential to strangers and to soD)e masters, how would it be 
possible to maintain any system of pilotage that would be efficient for this Channel 
if only a few are to pay for it ? — ^That may be answered by referring to free 
trade. It was said, that if we had free trade all our home trade would be gone ; 
but that objection has been answered by showing that there is a greater amount 
now than ever ; and if the pilots are made optional, the pilots will seek out 
employment, and pursue a course down Channel further than they do at present, 
and ships will then get the benefit of them. At present, if the weather is rough 
we never see a pilot in our bay, but if it is fine then we see them there. 

1370. If it is rough weather it is to the interest of the pilots to go down 
Channel ; but pilotage is like the penny postage, it would be quite impossible to 
carry it out except it became generally adopted. For instance, it would be quite 
impossible to send a letter from the Land's End to the north of Scotland for a 
penny if it was not for the large number passing between Bristol, and London, 
and Liverpool, and other large places. It is the whole community adopting the 
system that enables us to reduce our rates of postage, and so it is with pilotage. 
If the rates of this Channel are to be reduced, it must be by the large number 
availing themselves of the services of the pilots ; it must not be left to fisdl on 
those persons to whom such services are under all circumstances absolutely neces- 
sary, or they would have to pay a sum so large, that it would be a grievance 
indeed to bear ; therefore I hold, that all whose interests it is lo promote an 
efficient pilotage should contribute a fair share towards that object, and not allow 
it to fall on a few persons. There are some, we know, who will try to evade it at 
any risk ; and I suppose you are aware that some will not even seek harbours of 
refuge because they will not pay a small sum for the accommodation they afford, 
and all sorts of things of that kind. Such a state of things, however, is not a 
state which you should uphold ; for if a system of pilotage is to be maintained at 
all, the pilot must be foimd whenever the man wants him. In moderate weather 
the pilot may not be required, but he will be essential in the tempest j and no 
system can be efficient which provides that his services shdl only be called in 
when there is a little alarm. The pilot must be always at his post, and how is 
that to be secured if people are only to take them when they are in danger ? — If 
we are to take the Bristol pilots as a specimen, I can say that it is a rare thing to 
find a Pill pilot below Ilfracombe in rough weather. 

Captain Beechey.] It is, sir, with the view of improving the pilotage of 
this Channel that we are come down here. We don't mean to say that the 
present system is perfect, or that the boats are sufficient for the purpose, or 
that the pilots are always to be found ; but it must be remembered that this 
is a system which has grown up from one thing to another, and which requires 
lo be adapted to the present times. With that view we are here to draw up 
such a system as we hope will prove efficient and satisfactory ; and with that 
object we have sought the assistance of all parties interested in the matter. 
Had the present system Seen otherwise than it is, we should not have been 
here. 

Mr. Heard.] I would ask whether it is proper for a man sailing from 

Cardiff, with a Cardiff pilot on board thoroughly equal to take the ship down 
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95 April 1854. Channel, to have him displaced ? Ought that pilot to be cast oTerboard» 

. and a second pilotage incurred, when the one pilot for a little extra sum 

would have conducted the ship down, and done all that was necessary, and 
have answered every purpose r 

Captain Beechey.] All this has be^i discussed already, and it is not neces- 
sary to go through the matter again with you ; but I must remind you that 
certain Acts have been passed virith reference to this Channel, and while they 
are in force they must be obeyed. 

Mr. Heard.^ I am one of those persons who think that we ought to sub- 
mit to the powers that be ; and while such laws exist I admit that they must 
be attended to. 

Captain Beechet/.'] It is better not to discuss principles here : in fact, it is 
unnecessary ; but after what has taken place here, I think I may say that you 
will probably find that some of these things of which you have been spealung 
will be remedied. 

Mr* Heard.'] Would any gentleman like to ask me any questions ? 

Captain BeecfieyJ] I will ask you a question or two. 

1371. If the pilotage of the Bristol Channel were to be done away with 
altogether, or to a certain extent, that is, if it were limited to the upper part, 
woiJd it aflTect your insurance ? — Not a farthing. 

1372. What do you judge by ?^— From the capacity or ability of the masters to 
navigate the ships below the Holms. 

1373. Do you mean your own part of the Channel only ; your part is at the 
mouth of the Channel, and my question did not apply to any particular part ; I was 
speaking generally ? — My opinion is that the underwriters would not charge a 
greater amount if the pilotage were limited to the Holms, and it was made 
optional with the masters to take the pilots below or not, as they chose. 

1374. You advise optional pilotage then from Lundy up to the Holms, and 
above the Holms compulsory pilotage? — ^Yes, I think it necessary there, because 
of the shifting banks. 

1375. Cardiff* is above the Holms, is it not ? — We don't consider it so — {after 
a pause) — Oh, yes, it is. 

1376. And it was at Cardiif that your master complained of the compulsory 
pilots^ ? — ^Yes. 

1377. And he did not come on board till he got into his proper water ? — No. 

1378. And the captain would not allow him to come on board till the Cardiff 
pilot was discharged ? — No- 

i37p. Had he any right to charge any pilotage till the Cardiff pilot was dis- 
charged ? — No. 

1380. Then with respect to the compulsory pilotage above the Holms, you would 
equally have had to pay it ?— Yes ; a pilot from CSirdiff would be a useful thing, 
no doubt 

1381. (By Mr. Knapp.) I wish to inquire whether any shipowners of note 
reside at Bideford ? — Yes, there is Mr. Yeo, who is the largest single shipowner in 
Bristol. 

1382. Can you say whether he entertains opinions similar to your own, as to 
the pilotage from Lundy to the Holms? — Yes; very frequently we have had 
conversations together about writing to the Shipping Gkizette on the subject. 

1 383. What has he said to you on the subject } — He has said that he considered it 
not only a grievance, but a useless imposition ; and so have many other shipowners. 

Mr. Knapp.} I very much regret the turn which things took on the first 
day I was here, because, had it not been for that, I should have been able to 
call Mr. Webb before you, who is as well qualified as any man to give 
evidence on this point. But after I had made my statement, an objection 
was taken to my calling any of my brother Commissioners, and Mr. Webb 
has, in consequence, withdrawn. I may, however, state that Mr. Webb was 
bom on the banks of the Usk, and that he has been conversant with it all 
his days. This morning I was running over a list of his ships, and I find that 
he has 14, varying from 50 to 1,500 tons, and with an aggregate tonnage of 
6,780 tons. His evidence, therefore, would certainly have heen useful upon 
this point. I think, however, that I am in his confidence, and that during his 
absence I may be allowed to state, that his ships never take a pilot further 
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than the Holms, unless they are coming to Bristol, and that every one of his 25 April 1854. 

masters is as competent to take a vessel up as any Bristol pilot, and could 

stand side by side with them for examination. Yesterday, it was stated by 
Mr. King that he had a considerable fleet, 16 vessels, averaging from 100 to 
300 tons; he also stated, that they invariably hove to for a pilot off Lundy 
Island. Now I do contend, that when a man feels it necessary to hove to at 
Lundy, and go beating and banging about, and firing off a gun for a pilot 
when he approaches so near to the mouth of the Channel, it is a thing so 
absurd, that it is absolutely scarcely possible to conceive it. I can only account 
for it by supposing, that the captain, having been in Africa, has become 
enervated, and has lost that stamina of mind and body which Englishmen 
possess ; and I think it very hard, that Mr. Webb, for instance, should be 
taxed, when his own masters are competent, to keep up a system which it 
seems necessary to support for some shipowners of Bristol, who are engaged 
in the African and West Indian trade. If we had had sufficient notice, we 
could have produced more evidence on this point ; but Cardiff has had no 
notice at all from the Board of Trade. Newport had no notice, but the 
Sub-commissioners heard of these proceedings by a side-wind, and we thought 
it right to be here. In furtherance of the remarks I have already made as 
to optional pilotage from I-undy to the Holms, I would just say, that what 
I would recommend would be, that the different ports should organize a 
Channel pilotage from each port ; and that a Bristol pilot getting on board a 
ship bound to Newport, if in the opinion of the master one was necessary 
below the Holms^ should not give her up till he had passed the Holms, and 
was superseded by the Newport pilot, and so in every other case. I think 
there would be no difficulty in qualifying the pilots to act in ever}' port, but 
I think it would be surrounded with disadvantages, and that it would not be 
of so much use to qualify them for the rivers of the Channel as the masters 
of steam-tugs. And if one man is to act for every port, I apprehend the 
rates of pilotage will be increased, for if a Newport man goes to Bristol, for 
instance, there is the expense of bringing him back ; but if he is confined to 
his own port, he will be at home among his friends, and ready for service at a 
moment's warning. I don't know that I have anything more to say, sir, but 
I do trust that these remarks, as well as those of the shipowners on the other 
side, will receive attention. 

Captain Beechey.'] I think it necessary to answer you on one point, and 
that is with regard to your not having had sufficient notice of this inquiry. 
Newport, as you are aware, is under the Trinity House, and the Trinity 
House authorities had notice of my intention to come down here a long time 
ago ; if, therefore, they have not communicated the feet to the trustees of this 
estuary, the blame must rest with them, and not with me. 

Mr. Knapp.] The letter from the Trinity House came to us, I think, on 
the 15th, and our clerk happened to be out of the way then. 

Captain Beechey.'] Well, then, that was five days* notice, and you can't 
blame the authorities of the Trinity House if the person whose duty it was to 
communicate the notice to you was out of the way. 

Mr. Knapp.'] 1 should have thought a fortnight or 10 days would not have 
been too much to have given us to concoct our scheme. 

Captain Beechey.] I really have not heard of any particular scheme yet. 

Mr. JR. P. King.] Perhaps you will allow me to say, sir, that I really think 
the gentleman from Newport has been a little too hard upon what I said 
yesterday. I did not say that our captains spent days at Lundy firing off a 
gun and looking about for a pilot ; what I said was, that our masters never 
like to come up or go down without a pilot, and that if they can't get a 
branch pilot they take a Western man ; scarcely a winter passes but they do 
this. As to what Mr. Knapp has been pleased to say about our masters 
being enervated and having lost their stamina, I will only state that it is not 
the case, and that they are as fine seamen as ever went a voyage. 

Captain Beechey.] I may say to you (Mr. Knapp), as I said to Mr. Heard, 

that it is not denied that the system of pilotage in this Channel, as it exists 

at present, is not efficient as it might be, and that there is a probability in 

any other system which may be proposed for this estuary, that the intelligent 
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^5 April 1854. and able masters of ships who pass an examination, and satisfy the authorities 

. of their competency, will be brought under the operation of the Act of last 

year, by which masters of vessels, having passed such an examination, would 
be exempt from pilotage. Those powers already exist, and in anything which 
may be proposed for this Channel, especially after what has been said here, 
it is most probable that they will form a part. 

Mr. Knapp.'] Sir, I shall very much regret if I have said anything offensive, 
and I can assure you I did not intend anything of the kind. I Imve for the 
last 10 years, as Sub-commissioner, been much in communication with the 
Newport pilots, and have a considerable amount of knowledge of their 
capacities and trade ; I have, therefore, thought it right to speak as I felt on 
this subject, but nothing could be further from my desire than to give offence 
to any gentleman, and 1 shall very much regret if I have so deviated. 

Mr. Heard.] There has been no information of this inquiry sent to Bide- 
ford. 

Captain Beechep.] I can only say that if that is so, you must not blame me; 
but I will add, that I am now ready to go on with this inquiry from day to 
day, so long as it is thought necessary. 

Mr. Heard.'] I was not aware till this morning between eight and nine 
o'clock that any such investigation was going on ; I then met my friend 
Mr. Knapp, who told me of it, and knowing that I had for years felt the 
grievance of compulsory pilotage, he urged me to come. I felt some hesita- 
tion in coming, because I was not prepared, and did not exactly know the 
object of the meeting. Mr. Knapp, however, pressed me to come, and I did 
accordingly ; but if all the ports in the Channel had had notice, 1 would 
undertake to say there would not have been one which would not have sent 
an efficient and sufficient deputation to state their opinions on the Channel 
pilotage, and that evidence would have been very valuable in forming a just 
conclusion on the subject. 

1384. (By Captain Beechey.) Will you favour me with the names of the ports 
in the Bristol Channel ? — ^Bideford, Ilfracombe, Bridgewater, Watchet and Mine- 
head, on one side ; and then take Milford 

1385. You dorft call Milford in the Bristol Channel, do you?— Yes, Milford 
ships are considered Channel ships. 

1386. Well, give me the names of the other ports you consider as being in the 
Bristol Channel? — Milford, Tenby, Swansea, Port Talbot, Neath, Porthcawl, 
Cardiff, Newport, Chepstow and Gloucester. 

1387. And Bristol, I suppose ? — Yes, BristoL 

Mr. Thomas.'] That gentleman has omitted Llanelly, and I am instructed 
that they take the same view of the subject as the Swansea authorities, and 
they permit me to strengthen my case by using their names. 

Mr. Heard.] Yes, there is Llanelly. 

Captain Beechey.] Now with respect to Bridgewater, Neath, Newport and 
Gloucester, all those places, I believe, are under the Trinity Board; and as to 
Swansea, Cardiff and Bristol, we have had parties in attendance from the 
commencement of these proceedings ; we have also from the commencement 
had parties from Newport and Gloucester, so that with the exception of these 
small places, which I never heard of before, and others, which are not in the 
Bristol Channel at all, they have pretty well had information of what was 
about to take place. 

Mr. Heard.'] I really am surprised, sir, to hear you say you never heard 
of Bideford. ^ 

Captain Beechey.] I did not say so ; I said that it was my impression that 
Bideford was under the Trinity Board, and that the Trinity Board had been 
requested to write and apprise the authorities of my coming down. 1 really 
do feel that I have not been very remiss in making the inquiry known. 

Mr. H. Brittan.'] During two days, Mr. Yeo, of Bideford has been here. 

Mr. Heard.] Has his evidence been taken ? 

Mr. H. Brittan.] No. 

Mr. Heard.] Was any offered by him ? 

Mr. 
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Mi. H. Brittan.] No. 25 April 1854. 

Captain DrewJ] I had some conversation with him, and he was for having -^ 

compulsory pilotage from Lundy, but he thought they should have a separate 
jurisdiction for their own ports. 

Mr. Heard.] Mr. Yeo has very frequently, more than once, brought up the 
subject of the Pill pilots, and has spoken in the strongest terms, in my presence 
and other gentlemen, of the obnoxious Pill pilots. 

Captain Beechey.'] You refer to the Act under which they act, I suppose. 

Mr. Heard.'] Yes; they may be efficient men, but I refer to the Act 
which guides their operations. 

Mr. X. Brulan.] Is there not an Act, sir, to exempt masters who choose 
to undergo an examination from pilotage, because if so, all the captains may 
undergo this examination, and then this grievance would be remedied. 

Captain Beechey.] Yes, there is an Act empowering the pilotage authorities, 
if they think proper, to make such exemptions. 

Mr. X. Bruton.] So that if the pilotage authorities thought proper to put 
this Act in force, this grievance would be remedied, and it strikes me that it 
is the chief grievance complained of. 

Captain Beechey. ] This Act was passed for the purpose of remedying this 
grievance, among others. 

Mr. Heard.] But the Act does not give the power to the Customs or the 
Board of Trade for any man to pass. The authority appears to be placed in 
the hands of the pilotage authorities, and they, of course, would not delegate 
their power to any man, besides which, no master has yet passed. 

Captain Beechey. "] Have any ever applied ? 

Mr. Heard.] It is no good to apply so long as the parties are the pilotage 
authorities who have to examine the masters. 

Captain Beechey.] Pray, who would you have to examine them ? 

Mr. Heard.'] The same parties who examine them as to whether they are 
competent to take a ship to a distant part of the globe. 

Captain Beechey.] I am afraid that would be a very inefficient examination. 
Do you mean to say that a man who by his chronometer and maps is ca})able 
to take a ship to the £ast or West Indies is therefore qualified to take her up 
a river? The masters of vessels are not required to be examined as to 
pilotage, and would not be asked about it ; a man should be examined by 
pilots to ascertain if he is qualified for a pilot. 

Mr. Heard.] That may be; but they could examine him as to whether 
he knows sufficient of the Channel to be able to conduct a ship up Channel. 

Captain Beechey.] I am happy to have heard what you have to say on this 
subject, but it does not appear to me to be any grievance. As to the remarks 
you have made about the pilotage authorities not being the proper parties to 
conduct such an examination of the masters, I can only say that if that has 
deterred you, it appears to me to be very unreasonable. 

Mr. IViUiam Poole King.] The Board here consists of the ship-master* 
assisted by a person who knows every part of the Channel, Mr. Drew, and 
also the master in astronomy, Mr. M'Culloch, and if any master had applied, 
and wished to be licensed to navigate the Channel without a pilot, he would 
have been examined by such a Board as the gentleman has described, namely, 
the ship-master, the master in astronomy, and the haven-master. 

Captain Beechey.] When I said that a man should be examined by pilots^ 
I meant by persons like Mr. Drew, who are perfectly acquainted with the 
navigation of the Channel. 

Mr. X. Bruton.] And if a master applies to such pilotage authorities, and 
is refused permission to navigate without a pilot, does not the Act give him 
a power of appeal to the Board of Trade ? 

Captain Beech^.] Yes, it does. I will read the clause : ** That if upon 

complaint to the Board of Trade, it appear to such Board that any such 

authority as aforesaid have without reasonable cause refused or neglected to 

examine any master or mate who has implied to them for the purpose," then 
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tfiA^filit^i^ ^^ the Board of Trade may examine such master or mate, jcud if he be found 

'*- &t to pilot his iFessel witbiu the limits for which he is examined, they may 

fmnt him a certificated 

Mr. Heard.] That is a very good clause, which I bdieve very few are 
'o£i 



Mr. Pooled Your time, sir, and our time, is very valuable; and if we are 
to instruct that gentleman in Acts of Parliament, I don't think this is a 
wmvenient place tor it ; your patience has been most exemplary, but I really 
think it fe time to st«^ this BBiatter now, and tax it ue further. 

Mr. Heard.] I feel gratified at your having heard me, sir; and I feel 
satisfied that if notiM had been sent to all the ports, they would have sent 
deputations here, and wedid have been very glad of the opportunity ©f laying 
before you what they considered to be for their interests or otherwise. 

Mr. W. P. King.] Being a shipowner to some extent, and having heard 
the complaint that pilots, in all weathers, were not to be found at Lundy, I 
cannot but admit that it is the case. But, unfortunately, the system of pilotage 
has been obliged to be made in accordance with the vs^ants of the place. It 
has been felt impossible to appoint a large number of pilots, because, under 
the present s^wtcni of evaaon — tegal evasion — a very hi^ number of those 
pilots would have been brought to starvation, and theielbre, its large a 
number of pilots have not been appointed as we could desire. But in case 
of ships taking pikAs instead of evading them, a larger number would be 
uppointed, and the rate considerably reduced, as then two or three pilots 
would be put on board instead of one. 

Mr. Clegram.^ I do not like to prolong this inquiry, but I desire to bring 
a pilot before you who will speak to some curious facts. I had scarcely left 
the room, the other night, when I becsune acquainted with them^ and they 
are these : On two days, during which this investigation was going on, the 
20th and 2l8t, and on the previous day to its commencement, the 19th, the 
same pilot boarded vessels in the Bristol Channel, and conducted them to 
their respective ports of destination. On the 19th he boarded the schooner 
** Constance," off Hurlrtone, with a flag flying for a pilot, and conducted her 
to Cardiff Roads. On the 20th, he boarded the brig '' Hali&x," off Breaksea 
Point, with a jack, flying, tmd took her to Newport. On the 21st, he 
boarded the brig ** Europa," off Minehead, with a jack flying, and conducted her 
to Kingroad. Within the last year the same pilot bearded the schooner 
'* Flora," with a cargo of oil, bound to Bristol, in Penarth Roads, with a jack 
flying, and took her to Kingroad ; and not finding a Bristol Channel pilot 
there, and being in proper time to get to Bristol that tide, he took her up 
the Avon, with the jack still flying, as far as Morgan's Pill, before a Bristol 
pilot came on board. On the 9th of February, he boarded the schooner 
"Trial," off Sully Island ; and odi the 26th of March, the schooner '' Cro- 
marty,'* off the One -fathom Bank, both with jacks flying, and he conducted 
them both to Kingroad. This evidence only came to my knowledge on 
Saturday evening, after I left this room; and if youxinsh it, the pilot is here, 
and I mil call hmn before you to state these fects. 

Captain Beeohey.] I bdtieve his district does not extend as fu* as these 
j^aces. 

Mr. Clegram,] Yes, tt does. 

Captain Beeckey.] And is there no compulsory pilotage there ? 

Mr. Ckgram.] Not at all. 

Captain Beechey.] Then the fact of so many vessels requiring pilots there 
only shows that it is necessary. 

Mr. Clegram.] No ; I merely adduee it to show that the present system is 
in^eient, — ^the system which Captain Drew says bas been rendered as im- 
proved And perfect as it is possible to be. 

Captain Drew.] Probably these were all small craft ; every one of them, 
I have no doubt, had tried to evade the pilotage. 

Mr. 
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Mf. Ckgrmn.'] But tbe]P woie seea witib. tbeur flai^ fljing^fiar & pilot. 25 Ai^^m^ 

CSeiptain 2>rew7.] Yes ; over at the north side of the Channel. '^ 

Mir. Cl€gr0nC\ I will bow put in a letnni of th« expenses of liie Glou- vide (G.) at p. 14^ 
CMter pilete. of the Appendix^, 

Bnt this return, as I have said, represents the earnings of the other pilots 
aomewhat in excess. 

[The Court here adjoinned fbr an Bour.} 

Captaii Beecbei/.J We hare now here, Bristol, Gtoucei^er, Newport and 
Swansea. 



Ifr. Paa/tf;.} BmlgQwateriir gme^ mtik Bidsfevd^. wh# wmt here,, si dss gone 
atnoy; 

Mr. CBegram.'] I hare here a return from CiToucester of the number of Fkfe(H.)8tp.i43 
vessels from foreign parts, arriving in the three months ending 31st December ®f ^^ Appeodbt, 
1858; but it does not show what you wished to ascertain, viz., those 
Tesseh which would have been piloted inwards. There were 58 vessels above 
S9 tons arrivinfffrom foreign parts at Gloucester in those three months, and 
seven under. The accounts which have been rendered show only 37 of 
those vessels,, or 57* percent. I will now put in this statement, and attempt 
to perfect it. This merely shows the arrival of vessels, and not their depar- 
ture ; and I think I have already said that it gives 58 vessels above 80 tons, 
and seven under, as the immber of foreign vessels arriving at Gloucester in 
those three months. 

Capiaki Beedityi.'] I mn bow waitiifq^ for % letwn, whkh I wiab to have 
from Mr. Thofoas ; aod if there is aay mxae evidcaice, I will harar it in the 



Mr. Clegram.'] I was rather desirous of hearing the evidence erf Matthews, 
given on tie first day. 

Gapteift Be0cJkifJ] You oan take^ it and read it younsdf. 

Mr. Brice.J I think you are aware that we have a fund here,, called the 
General Surplus Ftmd. It does not apply to this inquiry, perhaps, but we 
shall be happy to furnish the Board of Trade with a return respecting it, if 
required. The pilots do not pay us any superannuation fees, but the accu- 
mulatiotts of this fund having risen to 6,56© /., have been invested in the 
Three per Gent. Consols, and supersede the necessity of our levying contri- 
bmtions on the pilots. We have at present four or five pilots on this fiind, 
zmd probably we shalF have some more in September next. 

Captain B^echey.] At piesemt we da^ not intnfi^e with tluaaa matters. 

Mr. Bricc'] 1 merely mention it to caH your attention to the fact, and 
that you may be madia aware that we have such a fiind in existence. I know 
that tfars is a mere matter of detail, and for that reason I have not mentioned 
it before. 

Cagitaitt Beeckey.J GeoiiL^Bien, o k mrn ng that there are mi more witnesses 
to^ be examined on h^alf of th^ parties iatexested in Ha pilotage of this 
Channel, and beiaig myself satisfied with the evidenee whicb has been given, 
I am aboQj; to bring this inquiry te a eiose. In so deiiig^ I mmst express a 
hofe that every party een&4ders he has had a hir oppectumty of laying his 
ease before me ; but if there dieuld be any person ef eptnion timt I lutve not 
afforded him a hearing te the full extent ef his wishes, I ean only say, that 
I am prepared te go en even at this stage of our proceedings. The fact of 
my presence here for the purpose of inquiring into the pilotage sjrstem of this 
Channel has, I believe»had all thepublidty neeessary for bringing all parties 
aeqimixiied vrith it, whose interests are likely to be involved in the question. 
Gentlemen, it can hardly be e:q>ected^ that in the short time that has elapsed 
between the conelusien of the evidence yesterday and our assembling here 
to-day,. I should have been abte to mature a plan which aan claim any pre- 
tensions to perfection^ for establishing a system of pilotage in a channel in 
286. Q 2 which 
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a5;Apiil 1854. Miiich so many authorities and such conflicting interests exist. But so apparent 

^ are the evils arising from this cause, that I confess it has in one respect ren- 

dered my course comparatively easy, inasmuch as it has shown that the diffi- 
culties complained of arise, not so much from the questionable nature of joxxr 
Channel, of which there can scarcely be two opinions in the minds of practical 
men, as from the want of a mutual and cordial concurrence in a system of such 
general interest, a system which, to be carried out satisfactorily, can only exist 
under the management of one independent body. But the want of com- 
bined and uniform action, although it prevents the organization of such a 
system, is not the only evil to be overcome. In this Channel, as in many 
other parts of this great and thriving nation, interests have sprung up and 
ports have obtained an importance not at all contemplated when legislative 
enactments were passed affecting their then several interests, especially as 
regards the period when that general system of pilotage was framed by which 
this Channel has been governed. That system, no doubt, suited the times 
when it was established, but it is evident that it is not now as fiiUy adapted 
to the requirements of the trade as it ought to be rendered. Much pains 
have been taken to procure evidence from the most experienced parties, for 
the purpose of eliciting all those facts which have either occasioned the 
complaint of parties, or which may be usefril in forming a judgment as to 
what may be required to remedy the defects complained of, and I do not 
apprehend any difficulty will be felt in maturing a plan which will work well 
for the general benefit of the navigation of this Channel. Without, how- 
ever, pledging myself to any particular scheme, it may be proper that I 
should conmiunicate to you the views I have formed from the consideration 
I have thus far been able to give to the evidence which has been produced. 
The whole tendency of this evidence has been to confirm the necessity for 
having pilots at the western limit of the Channel, for the use of persons 
unacquainted with the navigation. Even the letters from Gloucester which 
form part of our evidence, imply that pilots are occasionally necessary, and 
I am quite satisfied that they are so throughout the full extent of the Chan- 
nel, for although many vessels may pass up and down Channel in chai^ of 
masters who are acquainted with the navigation, yet there are many others 
who require them, and especially foreign vessels, which are now greatly fre- 
quenting our shores, and it seems to be imperative on the authorities to 
provide for the wants of such vessels, and to make that wholesome provision 
for the safety of the lives of the crews, and the security of the property of 
individuals, which the public have a right to expect at the hands of every 
civilized nation. It is impossible to have watched the evideuce brought 
before you without marking the many evils which arise from pilots under 
different authorities pursuing their avocations upon the same pilotage ground. 
Governed by different bye-laws, having different rates of pilotage, and 
apjmrently striving to evade each other, and also, from different and inde- 
pendent authorities, each striving to extend its own powers by contracting 
those of the present governing ones. But there can be no doubt that, if the 
restrictions they complain of were removed, we should still find the boats of 
all those ports at the western limits of the Channel, on the very ground they 
now say it is not necessary for pilots to be stationed, and seeking vessels 
bound upwards, and charging them rates of pilotage as at present ; and the 
only difference would be, that instead of one well-regulated system of pilot- 
age, we should have a disjointed practice, irregular charges, conflicting 
interests, and partial exemptions, and the ground would often be left unpro- 
vided with pilots ; for, being released from a general superintendence, there 
could be no responsibility, and there could be no regular transmission of 
information. You are, doubtless, all aware that the evil of joint jurisdic- 
tion of independent bodies over the same estuary was found so inconvenient 
with respect to the Thames, that the Government last Session passed an Act 
amalgamating the pilots of the Cinque Ports with those of the Trinity 
House, and in like manner it seems to me essential that there should be but 
one authority existing throughout the Bristol Channel, from the sea to the 
mouths or roadsteads of all the ports and creeks within its estuary. This dis- 
trict, for the purpose of my explanation, may be termed the '* General Pilotage 
District." AH pilots licensed for this district should be capable of piloting 
a vessel from sea to every port within the prescribed limits, so that a vessel 

felling 
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fnUiiig in with a pilot in any part of it might be certain of being conducted 15 April 1864. 

at once to her port of destination. I would extend the privilege of pilotage of 

this general district to all pilots who should qualify themselves for it ; and I 
would admit all their boats, in common with those of Bristol, so that there 
should in fact be no difference, as regards this outer pilotage, between the 
pilots of one port and those of another. These powers are nearly the same 
as Bristol procured by her Act of 1807, but this plan, instead of limiting 
the pilotage to Bristol men, would engage the interests of pilots of all the 
ports of the estuary, by extending to them the privileges heretofore legally 
exercised by Bristol alone. To meet the case of compulsory pilotage, as 
being unjust towards such masters as are capable of bringing their own ships 
up the Channel, the Pilotage Act of last year empowers pilotage authorities 
to exempt masters of any ships from being compelled to employ a pilot either 
on their passing an examination or otherwise. You will then observe, gentle- 
men, that I consider it essential that there should be but one controlling power 
over the whole of that part of the estuary which has been designated as the 
" General Pilotage District.** I consider the evils of independent jurisdic- 
tions in the same estuary alike fatal to a well-regulated system of pilotage as 
to an economical scale of rates ; but whether with a view of obviating the 
present unsatisfactory state of things, I should submit to the President of the 
Board of Trade that the management of the general pilotage should pass into 
the hands of some entirely independent body, such as that of the Board of 
Trade, of the Trinity House, or of one composed of commissioners delegated 
by the several pilotage ports within the estuary, the numbers to be regulated 
by the mercantile importance of each port, or that it should be constituted in 
some other manner, must depend upon circumstances, and may be materially 
influenced by the spirit in which such propositions may be met by the parties 
who are the most interested ; for I need not say that mutual concurrence and 
cordial co-operation are necessary for such an amalgamation, even to the 
sacrifice of minor interests to the more important general benefits, and that 
these alone are the principles by which a body possessing such extensive and 
varied powers should be governed. But the Board, however constituted, 
should examine and license all pilots for the General Pilotage District, limit 
the numbers both of men and boats^ determine the qualifications, and do all 
that pilot authorities are usually authorised to do by their Acts. I do not 
suggest any interference with the present local pilotage authorities, further 
than that the limits of their pilots, not qualified for the General Pilotage 
District, should be confined to their own port and creek or river. And now, 
as to the very important subject of the boats and their stations, I should pro* 
bably recommend that there should be a sujfficient number of cutters stationed ' 
st the mouth of the Channel, to cruise within limited distances ; the numbers 
to be made up either of the larger class of boats from various ports, as 
arranged by the central authority, or of more efficient vessels built for the 
purpose. All these cutters are to receive on board a certain number of pilot-s 
without reference to their respective ports, provided they are licensed for the 
general pilotage, and them should be a penalty for refusing this accommoda^ 
tion. Each pilot to pay for the use of the boiat on such occasions, and each 
boat to have a pilot master to manage the boat, to receive a per-centage from 
the pilotage, or be remunerated in some other manner, and always to remain 
in charge. Pilots on board such boats to take chai^ of ships in rotation^ 
unless by consent a pilot should be allowed out of his turn to pilot a 
vessel to his own port. It will be necessary to have a relay of boats for the 
outer limit for the purpose of relieving those on duty, or as ordered by 
ihe haven-master, and I should propose making extensive use of the 
Swansea Railway for the accommodation of pilots who had brought ships 
up and are required to return, provided no pilot boat was going out; 
or, if he so desires himself, or is so directed by the haven-master, an arrange- 
ment will be made by the pilot-master at Swansea for forwarding him on to 
one of the boats at sea, for which purpose the boats are frequently to com- 
municate with Swansea to take pilots on board. Such an arrangement would 
always command a certain attendance of pilots at the outer station for the 
purpose of ships approaching the estuary ; but we have seen that, in spite of 
great vigilance, many vessels would slip through this outer chain of boats, 
and doubtless some vessels would be greatly inconvenienced by not finding 
286. Q 3 pilots 
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S5 A{)i&iS54. ^^kA,9 €fiifc there; noA b^aty weaflier^ besides, nright prevent boiits cfosing 

• -with vessefe at this exposed part o# the (%«aiiiel, or tlie pUiote might ttoi be 

able to get on \fm»A. To neet tbese cases^ it would be necessary to haife an 
imier prlot station, sSfj- from tke Nask to Mimehead or Porioek Bivy, for skiffs^ 
provided M at preseMt, to be sttttiiosed there, and not t» go lower down 
Channe), except the crwner of tbe boat be en boaoftl eottie outwaard-bound 
Tesse), and then, having reeeived her pilot on board, she is to return to her 
sCatioit etf the Nai^. Any of these boats to be conipelled to i%c^e cm board 
a pilot from an oMward^botmd vessel, if so signidled or require. The 
aceominadatiett €f the boat to be paid for 1^ tibe pflot reeeived on board, 
unless some Watnat arrangement be made to the eontrary^ AU inoaer boats 
to have g6M9al fitlots' licenses, and to re^ve no othw |4Iots on board. 
IjBCtA p41ots not qualified for the general navigation, to be Innited as at pre- 
sent to the imiAediate vicinity of their omth post, s«d^ as from Fenwrth Roads 
to Bnte Docks, and we vend ; Kingroad to Cmbb^rtend B asi n ,> ke. &c. 
The rates of pilotage^ would then require to be revised and made nutform 
thrDngh<nit, so that the aBsount should be the same whether the vessel was 
piloted by a Brtetol, Newport^ or «iy other pilot ; and that all eoaaters and 
small traders should be treated alike thron^iont the general iKstiict^ But it 
is not necessary that I should go into any detail of this native at present, 
and I will not further occupy your attention with it. By some such arrange- 
Aieht as that which has been suggested, the conflicting interests of ports and 
of pilots would cease. Masters capable of navigating the Channel would be 
e^tempted from emnpulsory pilotage^ Double pilotage wouM, in most cases, 
b^ put an end to; a ship en picking up a pilot would be oertain of benig at 
once conducted to her destination ; the outer stations would be kept sillied 
With pilots, as the haven-nmster would know eicactly what boats and men 
were at their posts ; and from the better arranged line of boats but few vessels 
could pass up and down Channel without procuring a pilot. Hie system, by 
a better organisation, would conduce to an increase of receipts; Mid, by 
dividing the expenses of the boat among several pilots^ instead of being 
borne lis at present by each individual, the net proceeds would soon admit 
of a reduction of rates, affording a benefit to the owner, a more certain 
revenue to the pilot, and advantages to the masters of vessels ; and it is hoped 
that it Would be the means of producing a general good feeling between all 
parties throughout the estuary. And now, gentlemen^ having thus communi- 
cated to you one, out of Several plans, which appears to me likely to suit 
your interests, you must be aware that it would be highly iraprc^)^ in me to 
pledge myself in any manner. My duty is to report the result of my inquiry 
to the President of the Bm^ of Ttttde, and to leave him entirely imfettered 
and at liberty to take whatever steps in the matter he may think proper; but 
as an act of courtesy to you, and from a desire to act openly and c(^ially 
with you, I have suggested a couise which seems to me to be calculated to 
bring about an arrangement so essentiid to your general interests. And now 
I shall be happy to hear from you any remarl» you may have to oflfer, in 
reference to what has fallen from me. 

Mr. Poole J] May I take the liberty of asking whether you have considered 
the suggestion as to the payment of the pilotage into the Custom-house ? 

Captain Beechey,] That and many other matters of detail must be left 
for farther conaderation. The plan I have now sulMnitted to you is all that 
has occurred to me since last night. I could not, of course, form any opinion 
till the evidence was closed ; but having done this, and wishing to deal cor- 
dially and openly with you, I thought 1 could not do less thui state to you 
such conclusions as I had arrived at. 

Mr. W. P. King.'] There is one part of the pilotage which, in the 
admirable plan you have just ^tailed, you have not toud^ upon ; namely, 
as to vessels being tf^ged by eteaa^ wheth» they should be subject to the 
wlnde, or only to part of the rate. 

Captain Beechey.'] I think all matter of b^ye-law must be left for the 
present. I did not propose to do anything more than indicate the principle 
on which I think the subject must be treated. 

Mr. 
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Mr. JBriceJ] 1 have a very few obserratiions to make, sh; before this 25 April 1954* 

kiquiiy is dosed. The membeis of the Town Council and of the Society of 

Mendmnt Venturers, who hare watched these prooeedii^, have in some 
measure anticipated the nature of the propositions which jou would submit 
to us ; and with that view they have informed me of their opinions, in order 
that I might state them to you on their behalf. It is well known to you, 
MTf ^bst when we went before Mr. Cardwell in teierence to the sul^t of 
this inquiry, we pledged ourselves to the line cf conduct which we would 
adopt We said that, although we had certain powiers given to us by law, 
and fdthough we believed the present system workod as well as the altered 
circumstances of the times would admit, we did not and we do not now 
think that any real enlarge of incapacity or mismanagement would be proved 
against us. But, sir, ue are free to admit that the system of 1807 is in 
many instances unsuited to the present times ; and in that view we receive 
the suggestions which you have made. We are by no means devoted to the 
present plan« nor do we desire to retain its control an our hands one moment 
longer than is consistent with the public iuterest. We will surrend^ our 
powers to any competent authority, with the hope that any other system 
that may be adopted may prove as eflfecti^e, and work as well and as cheaply 
as the one which we have had the honour to manage. It is, of course, 
impossible to pledge -oureelves in any way with this brief notice ; all that it 
is neeessaiy to say is, tihat whatever plan may be submitted after the mquiry 
which we have courted, and which you have now concluded, shall be received 
by us with the simple -msh that the interests of all parties may be promoted. 
Those views have influenced us througliout this inquiry, and they will con- 
tinue to influence us for the fiituTfe. I have only to say further, that it is my 
duty to express my high sense of the ability with which you have conducted 
this inquiry ; of the patience with which you have listened to statements, 
many of which we think vague, many exceedingly unsatisfactory, and many 
irrelevant. You have gone tlirongh them vrith an amount of patience which 
I have seldom, in my sphere of experience, seen surpassed. It was not 
likely that such an inquiry, which to some extent impunged our character, 
could be held without our having the fullest opporttmity of watching its 
progress ; and probably the difficulties which attended the full develop- 
ment of our case have been removed or answered by the course you have 
adopted. I am bound to add, that your judgment throughout has been 
impartial* Differences of (pinion we had reason to expect, but those differ- 
ences of opinion have been very slight, and, I believe, have wholly passed 
away. As far as the gentlemen with whom I act are concerned, they are 
perfectly willing to abide by your recommendations, whatever they may be ; 
and I only hope the other Channel ports will be disposed to fdlew the 
liberality which I have enunciated. J am quite certain that the interests of 
those ports cannot be ^entrusted t;o safer hands than yours, and that you will 
not advocate any change which is not for the benefit of us ail. Wi^ these 
ohsenistionfi, I wUl sit down, sir^ thanking you for the patience and ability 
which you have displayed throughout this inquiry. 

Mr. H. Brittan.] 1 will add very little, sir, to what has fallen from Mr. 
Brice, except to say that the pilots are naturally very deeply iirterested in the 
result of tWs inquiry. I have been concerned for them for many years, and 
they naturally looked to me to appear for them. On their behalf I may say, 
that they are perfectly satisfied with the manner in which the inquiry has 
been conducted, and they only desire me to commit to you their interests, as 
their livelihood depends upon the system which has been under investigation, 
and as they have a large, a very large property at stake. With these remarks, 
sir, and again thaoking jou for the manner in which you have conducted the 
inquiry, and the great ability and patience which you haive displayed, I will 
sit down. 

Mr. Clegram.] On behalf of the authorities of Gloucester, I can only 
repeat what has been already said by Mr. Brice. At the same time, I am 
desirous of expressing to you, that I think considerable satisfaction will be 
felt at the plan which you have enunciated. With regard to all its details, 
I cannot, of course, give any opinion ; but still, in principle, it carries out 
that which I believe was the only intention of the Gloucester people in 
^86. Q 4 promoting 
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35 April 1854. promoting this inquiry. I think, too, that the people of Gloucester and 

Newport, and the other places, had some grievances to complain of, and that 

you have sufficient proof of those grievances in the evidence before yoH. 
Gloucester certainly never complained of any unfair management on the part 
of Bristol, but of the inadequate system which she was called on to adminis- 
ter. The plan you have propounded will give Gloucester a voice in the 
matter, to which she thought she had a right ; and I may say for Gloucester, 
that she is more interested in the efficient and economical management of the 
Channel pilotage than any other port but Bristol, inasmuch as if all have to 
pay the same rates the largest amount would fall to Gloucester. With these 
few remarks, sir, I may say on the part of the Gloucester authorities, and 
especially on my own, that we thank you for the zeal and ability which you 
have manifested ; and if, on the part of our legal friends here, there has been 
an attempt to introduce a rather more rigid style of inquiry than the circum- 
stances of the case seemed to warrant, 1 am sure that it arose rather from 
the precision with which they are accustomed to conduct cases of this kind 
than frt)m any desire to frustrate the objects of this investigation. 

Mr. Thomas.] I beg to thank you, sir, for the port of Swansea, for the 
courtesy which you have manifested throughout this inquiry. Perhaps I 
have not been always in order, and have not succeeded in placing our views 
before you as distinctly as I could have wished ; but with regard to the 
course which you have laid down, I believe I may say that it will be satis- 
&ctoiy to the Channel ports. At the same time there are some points in 
which I think Swansea ought not to be considered as a Channel port, and 
I do hope, that on further consideration you may be disposed to put us in a 
somewhat different position. There is one strong feature in our case, and 
that is, that a large portion of the pilotage which it is proposed to establish 
would be conducted over a portiou of the Channel in which we should have 
no interest or advantage, and that tends to show that some different rule 
should be applied to Swansea. If, for instance, the pilotage is to be confined 
from the Nash Point to Porlock Bay, Swansea would not receive any benefit 
from the alteration ; and I may add, that the opinion of the Sveansea ship- 
owners was, that they should be relieved from the Channel pilotage. I 
merely throw out this matter for your consideration, and shall not urge it any 
farther. 

Captain BeecheyJ] I can assure you, gentlemen, that all these matters will 

engage my attention when they are again submitted to me, and that all that 

has passed before me in this investigation I shall very carefrdly g6 over. 

You cannot, however, suppose that my mind is fully made up, because some 

♦ See Appendix of the returns are not as yet furnished ; ♦ however, they shall receive due con- 

(J-i^(**-)f<w sideration; and I have now only to state, that I am much gratified at the 

these eturof » manner in which I have been received here. I beg also to acknowledge the 

services I have received during this inquiry ; and I would offer you my best 

wishes for the welfare of all whose interests are connected with the pilotage 

of the Bristol Channel. 

The inquiry was then closed. 
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APPENDIX. Appendix (A.> 



(A.) 

(Be/erred to at page 7.) 

To the Right Honourable the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade. 

The Mbmorial of the Gloucester and Berkeley Canal Company most respectfully showeth^ 

That on the 28d of Februaiy 1853^ your memorialists addressed your Lordships on the 
subject of the pilotage of the Bristol Channel ; setting forth, 

That your memorialists were greatly interested in such pilota^. 

That the trade of the Channel was laree, and rapidly increasmg. 

That the pilotage was vested exclusively in the Corporation of the City of Bristol. 

That when such powers were so vested, Bristol was probably the only port in the 
Channel possessing any foreign trade. 

That subsequently other ports had risen into importance, but little, if anything, 
inferior to Bristol. 

That the existing pilotage system was neither efficient nor economical. 

And praying your Lordships to revise the whole system, with the view to its im- 
provement. 

That in the Session of 1853, an Act was passed ^' further to amend the Law relating to 
Pilotage." 

That the 21st section of such Act gives power to pilotage authorities, with the consent of 
Her Majesty in Council, amongst other things, 

*' 1st. To exempi the masters of any ships or vessels, or of any classes of ships or 
vessels, from being compelled to employ pilots, and to annex any terms or conditions to 
such exemptions, and from time to time to revoke and alter any exemptions so made, 
and to revise and extend any exemptions now existing by virtue of any Act of Par- 
ment or Charter, upon such terms and conditions, and in such manner as such authority, 
with such consent as aforesaid, may think fit. 

^* 2d. To make such arrangements with any other pilotage authority in the same or 
any neighbouring port or district for altering the limits of tibeir respective districts, and 
for extending the powers of such neighbourmg authority, or the pnvileges of the pilots 
licensed by such authority, or any of them, to all or any parts of its own district, or 
for limiting its own powers or the privileges of its own pilots, or any of them, or for 
sharing the said last-mentioned powers and privileges with the said other authority 
and the pilots licensed by it, as may appear to such pilotaee authorities to be desirable 
for the jmrpose of facilitating navigation, or of reducing charges on shipping. 

*^ 3d. And every regulation or bye-law duly made by any pilotage authority in exercise 
of the powers hereby given to it, and with such consent as aforesaid, shall be valid and 
effectual, notwithstanding any Act of Parliament, rule, law or custom to the contrary ."^ 

That such powers being precisely such as would enable the Corporation of the City of 
Bristol to meet the fair requirements of the other ports in the Bristol Channel, and more 
especially of the port of Gloucester, your memorialists addressed ilie following letter to the 
said Corporation on the 9th December 1853 ; viz. 

'' To the Town Clerk of the City of Bristol. 

^^ Canal Office, Gloucester, 9 December 1853. 

'' I am directed by the committee of management of the Gloucester and Berkeley Canal 
to address the Corporation of the City of Bristol on the subject of the Bristol Channel 
pilotoge, as affecting the port of Gloucester and this company. 

*^ Vox many years past the compulsory employment of pilots by all vessels navigating the 
Bristol Channel has been felt to be a great harcfship, and most oppressive in the case of the 
smaller vessels, and it is rendered doubly so by the fact, stated by almost every master of 
a vessel and pilot of whom the inquiry has been made, that by far the larger number of 
vessels frequenting the Channel can ordinarily do very well without a pilot between Lundy 
Island and the Hohns. 

'^ The charges for this pilotage of course bear more heavily upon Gloucester trade than 
upon that of any other port in the Channel, as, in addition to its own local pilotage, it has to 
bear the whole of the Bristol Channel pilotEtge as well. 

** The vessels trading to and from Gloucester are also considerably delayed in the comple- 
tion of their voyage by the district of the Gloucester piloti^bein^ confined to Kingroad as its 
lowest limit. This arrangement oftentimes loses one tide, which occasionally involves the 
loss of an entire spring, whereas if their district were extended to the Holms, a vessel could 
generally be taken to the entrance of the canal on the same tide, which now takes her to 
Kingroad only. The Holms, as a station, would enable pilots readily to fall in with any 
vessel inward-bound, and is convenient as being in the neighbourhood of good anchorage, 
viz. Penarth Roads. 

286. R '• This 
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Appendix (A.) " This subject: has not been previously brought under the notice of the Corporation of 

\. ' Bristol, for the reason, that it was known that that body was somewhat restrained in its 

action in this matter by the Act of PafliameBt Testing the entire jurisdiction of the whole 
Channel in its hands; but as it now has the opportunity and power, under the Act 16 & 17 
Vict., c. 129, s. 21, to remedy the disadvantages complained of, I am directed to request that 
it will, under the powers of the last-named Act, 

" 1st. Exempt masters of vessels navigating the Bristol Channel from being compelled 
to employ pilots between Lundy Iriand and die Flatholms. 

" 2d. Extend the limits of the Gloucester district from Kingroad to the Flatholms, 
with authority for the Gloucester pilots to pilot vessels bound to or from Gloucester or 
other plaees in the Severn within such extended district in addkioQ to the present 
district, and to board vessels bound up the Channel at any distance westward within 
sight of the Flatholms. 

" 3d. Permit the Gloucester pilots to receive a reasonable remuneration for piloting 
vessels on such extended district^ and to be, as at present, appointed by and under the 
control of the Trinity Board. 

'* I have further to request, thatvou will have the goodness to submit this communication 
to the Corporation of the City of Bristol at the earliest meeting of the Council ; and I am 
directed to express the hope that the propositions will be favourably entertained and 
acceded to. 

(signed) " W.B. Clegram, 

" Clerk to the Company." 

That on the 12th January 1854, the following extract from the report of the Docks Com- 
mittee, presented on the 2d January 1854 to the Council of Bristol, and adopted and con- 
firmed by that body, was received by your memorialists from the town clerk of the City of 
Bristol, viz, : 

'^ A letter from the clerk to the Gloucester and Berkeley Canal Company to the town 
clerk, dated the 9th instant, and by him forwarded to this Committee, alleging the present 
compulsory pilotage to be oppressive, on the ground, that by far the greater number of vessels 
require no pilotage between Lundy Island and the Flatholms, and ui^ng, that uuder 
the present system the port of Gloucester is subject to double pilotage rates, and to great delay 
at Kingroad from the change of pilots there, and seeking for an aUeration under the powers 
and provisions of the Pilotage Act of the last Session, in the following respects: 

** 1st. The exemption of all vessels whatsoever from compulsory pilotage between 
Lundy and the Flatholms. 

^ 2d. The extension of the limits of the Gloucester pilotage cKstrict from Kingroad 
to any distance within sight of the Flatholms, as to all vessels bound to or from 
Gkmcester, or any other places in the Severn within such extended district. 

^ A similar letter dated the same day fiom the Gloucester Chamber of Commerce, 
advancing similar arguments, and seeking the same change of system. 

*^ That your committee,, after maturely considering the several foregoing alterations pro- 
posed by the ports of Swansea and Gloucester, and after consuHinc 1^ haven-master 
thereon, are of opinioa that the alterations so proposed in respect of tbe ports of Swansea 
and Gloucester would be highly detrimental, not only to the interests of the port of Bristol, 
but also equally prejudicial to the welfare of the other ports in the Bristol Channel, and to 
the safety of the vessels freqnentiBg those ports ; and they consider, as at present advised, 
that should the powers sought by the ports of Swansea and Gloucester be conceded to them, 
no good ground would exist why such powers should not also be extended to the several 
other ports ; and your committee, theiefore, recommend the adoption by the Council of such 
steps as it may think Ijest calculated to prevent the carrying into effect the alterations pro- 

Eosed by the ports of Swansea and Gloucester, or any similar measures which may be 
rought forward by any other port in the Bristol ChanneL 

^^ The considerations which have led your committee to adopt this recomm^idation will 
be apparent from the further statement of their views is this report. 

*' Your committee are not insensible to the changes which have through a long course of 
time taken place in the increased importanoe of the several ports in the Bristol Channel, and 
to the claims which some of those ports may consider themselves as possessing to a participa- 
tion in the appointment, regulation, management, and control of the Channel pilots, sharmg 
also of course in the expenses entailed on this port in connexion with the management, &c«y 
of the pilots, and your committee are in this respect disposed to recommend the Council to 
take the subject into their consideration. 

'^ In making this recommendation, liowever, your committee are desirous to »ld that they 
are at the same time very strongly impressed with the necessity of adhering strictly to the 
preservation and maintenance of an efficient body of men, trained up as the generality of the 
present Bristol Channel pilots h^ve been from tneir boyhood, not merely to the knowledge 
of the locality of particular ports, but to the knowledge of every part of the Channel, and 
possessing compulsory rights of pilot^e throughout the whole distance of the Bristol 
Channel, from Lundy upwards, and subject to only one central pilotage authority, and that 
under no circumstances should every port as it rises in the scale of comparative importance 
have the power (now vested exclusively in the port of Bristol) of appointing pilots for the 
whole Channel. Indeed, in this respect, your committee consider the present appointment 
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df dJcts at Cardiflfaod Newport, even res' the distri^M of those ports only, to be uoneeessaiy Appendix (A.) 

man objectionable. Your eomsiittee entertain no doubt that an j snch general appointmeDit 

of pilots by each port independently of other ports^ would lead to the moet injurious results. 
Dot only by reason of the practical difficulties necessarily consequent on the wcMrking out of 
•nch a system, and the inability of each port, except at a much increased rate of pilota^, 
to support alone a sufficient staff of pilots to naeet its own requirements^ but also by its 
leading to the gradual extinction of any one body of these competent to undertake the 
general pilotage of the Channel. 

^ As oeai-iag partly on these points and partly on the grounds of complaint urged on 
behalf of the port of Gloucester, your committee think it right to express their decided 
opiiuon that the statement made on behalf of that port, to the e£fect that the greater number 
<n Tessels require no pilotage westward of the Flatholms, is not supported by the <^inions 
of those best able to form a disinterested judgment, and that as fiir as reliUes to the masters 
and mates of vessels frequenting the port of Bristol, and it is believed other ports also, a 
directly opposite feeling is entertained. The varied sets of the tide, independently of the 
continually changing nature of the sandbanks, bein^ alone sufficient to make the navigation 
of the Cbaonel a matter of considerable responsibility if undertaken by any person not 
thoroughly acquainted with its peculiarities. 

^ Looking also, on the one hand, to the amount of the remuneration afforded even by the 
present pilotage rates, and on the other hand to the necessity of keeping up as numerous a 
staff of pilots as can be maintained by the receipt of pilotage rates, your committee con- 
sider that a compulsory pilotage is an essential accompaniment to the preservation of an 
efficient Channel pilotage ; and bearing in mind tliat the coasters aud Irish traders, and also, 
ffactkally, vessels under 80 tons, are exempt from this power, your committee consider that 
on the whole it is regarded by the mercantile community as a beneficial regulation^ and that 
the amount of pilotage bears no comparison to the extra amount of insurance which would 
be chained if such compulsory protection were removed. 

'^ As regards the grounds of complaint alleged on behalf of the port of Gloucester, your 
committee consider that they are illusory, but deem it unnecessary further to reply to them 
in detail. 

^^ In concluding their report on this subject, your committee having regard to tl)e expense 
which has hitherto been incurred by this port in raising, maintaining, and managing the 
pilotage of the Bristol Channel to its present very extensive and efficient state, the staff now 
consisting of 50 pilots, 80 men, 40 apprentices and 40 skiffs, averaging 34 tons each, has 
been obtained only through the exercise by the pilotage authorities of the port of a most 
keen and rigid discipline, and of the greatest care in the admission of duly qualified men, 
lend which when once impaired cannot be regained exoept through a lone course of years, 
and having regard also to the mterests of the existing pilots, whose whole uves have more or 
less been devoted to the service, would beg to urge very strongly the claims of this port, 
and of the existing pilots, to resist any cbai^ in the present pilotage arrangements which 
may operate prejudicially to the interests of either." 

That as the Coqioration of the City of Bristol have, by die adoption of such report, refused 
the rdief 80us;ht by your menKHrialists, and not onl^ so, but have determined to resist any 
attempt by Gloucester, or any other of the ports m the Bristol Channel, to interfere with 
the existing system, your memorialists would no longer narrow the ground to their own 
local requirements, but crave your Lordships' consideration of the pilotage system of the 
whole Channel, which they will briefly detail. 

The pilotage of the Bristol Channel, from Lundy Island to Kingroad, as pre- 
viously stateo, is under the control and entire jurisdiction of the Corporation of the 
City of Bristel, by Act of Parliament, 47 Geo. 3, c 38. 

Within this district there are certain local pilotage grounds permitted by the said 
Corporation ; the pilots, in some cases, appointed by the same Corporation, in others 
by the Trinity Board. These exist at the ports of Uanelly, for Carmarthen Bay, 
Swansea and Neath, Cardiff, Bridgewater and Newport. 

The Gloucester pilotage commences at Kingroad, and extends to Sharpness Point 
(the entrance of the Gloucester and Berkeley Canal), and as far up the River Severn 
as it may be reqmred. The pilots are appointed by the Trinity Board. 

Each of these plaees has a separate pilotage charge in addition to the Bristol 
Channel pilotage, excepting, perhaps, vessels bound into Carmarthen Btiy, and these 
are not likely to be boarded by a Channel pilot 

The station for the Channel pilots is at rill, at the mouth of the Bristol River ; and 
each pilot is compelled to provide a skiff. 

The employment of a Channel pilot between Lundy and Kingroad is compulsory 
on all vessels exceeding 80 tons register. 

That notwithstanding the decidedly expressed opinion of the Bristol Docks Committee to 
the contniry, in their foregoing report, your memorialists confidently believe that it can be 
established on undoubted evidence, that the navigation of the Bristol Channel, westward of 
the Holms, is not of an intricate and difEcult character, and that a moderate acquaintance 
with it would be sufficient to perform the voyage as securely without as with a pilot. That 
the compulsory employment of pilots therein is very genei'ally felt to be a great hardship, 
and especially so, as upwards of 80 per cent, of the pHota«re charge 6i the whole Channel, 
from Lundy to King Koad, is levied upon that portion of it where the pilot is least needed. 
That instead of its abandonment being fraught with the evil consequences imagined, your 
286. R 2 memorialists 



Digitized by 



Google 



132 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE teAcfi ie/ore CAPTAIN BEECHEY 

V^ppendix (A.) memorialists believe that it would be hailed as a boon by the whole trade of the Chamiel* 

« That instead of the risk being thereby increased, and the rates of insurance added to, the 

efiect would be in the opposite direction, for it is well known that at present it is almost 
the universal practice of masters of vessels, the least acquainted with tne navigation, and 
of many who know nothing about it, studiously to avoid the pilots below the Holms, and 
thus run considerably greater risk than they would do if the Cnannel were free to navigate, 
without the fear of detection and fine. That as to its necessity on the score of funcb to 
maintain a sufficient staff of pilots, your memorialists would only remark that, as it is, a 
very large proportion of the vessels do evade the pilotage; and also that the present 
system might be economized. 

That whilst your memorialists would not attribute any want of skill or efficiency to the 
pilots themselves, so far from the present system being an efficient one, they believe it to be 
notoriously the reverse ; and that this statement can be borne out by abundant evidence. 
The fact that Pill is the station for the Channel pilots, and that the regulation of a skiflf to 
each pilot necessitates the employment of craft too small to keep at sea in bad weather, is 
quite sufficient to show that the lower part of the Channel must be very inadequately 
supplied with pilots at that season of the year when they are most needed ; and so seriously 
has this been felt to be the case, that it has, on more than one occasion, been strongly 
represented to the committee for managing the afiiiirs at Lloyd's, by th^r agent at 
IKracombe ; by that body, the complaint was referred to the Trinity Board, who could not 
interfere, the jurisdiction beii^ vrith the Corporation of Bristol, and thus the grievance has 
continued. 

That the evils of this system as it regards Gloucester are set forth in your memorialists' 
letter hereinbefore recited ; and your memorialists believe that every port in the Channel, 
Bristol included, to a greater or less extent is similarly affected. 

That, as a remedy to this state of things, your memorialists would suggest— 

1st. That the power now vested in the Corporation of Bristol should be repealed, and 
that the jurisdiction of the whole Channel should be placed either with the Trinity 
Board or the Board of Trade. 

2d. That vessels should be exempted from the compulsory employment of pilots 
between Lundy Island and the Holms. 

3d. That the district of the Channel pilots should be confined between Lundy Island 
and the Holms; and that the stations for these pilots should be Lundy Island, 
Ilfiracombe, and the Holms. And instead of each pilot bein^ required to have one 
skiff, a few large crafl should be provided, each capable of carrying several pilots. 

4th. That the districts of the pilots in Carmarthen and Swansea bays should be 
extended down the Channel as (bjc westward as Lundy Island. 

5th. That the district of the pilots of Bridgewater should be limited as at present ; 
and the districts of the pilots for Cardiff, Newport, Bristol and Gloucester should be 
restricted between those ports and the Flatholms, with liberty to hoBxd any inward- 
bound vessels at any distance westward within sight of the Flatholms. 

6th. That local ^ub-Commissioners should be appointed for the management of each 
local pilotage ; and that the Channel pilotage should be governed by ^ub-Commis- 
sioners from the ports of llfracombe, Bridgewater, C^diff, Nevq>ort, Bristol and 
Gloucester. 

That your memorialists offer this suggestion, not as bein^ the best plan that can be 
devised, but they feel confident that it would ensure a sufficient and an efficient body of 
men, and their presence in all parts of the Channel when required ; a very considerable 
reduction of charge on shipping; and a system more in accordance vrith the present 
necessities of the trade of the whole Channel. And your memorialists think it vrill not be 
considered presumptuous in them to have taken the initiative in this matter, when they state 
that the foreign merchandise imported into Gloucester in 1853 amounted to 181,429 tons, 
which your memorialists believe is little inferior, if anything, to that of Bristol 

But your memorialists pray that your Lordships will take this subject into con- 
sideration, and direct such investigation to be made as will enable your Lordships 
to determine what are the necessary and best steps to be taken in a matter 
affecting a very lai^e, important and increasing part of the commerce of the 
country. 



Given under the Seal of the Canal Company this 
25th day of January 1854. 







(signed) W. B. Clegram, 

Clerk to the Company. 
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{Btfttred to at page 11 .) 
FRENCH VESSELS ARRIVED AT GLOUCESTER, 1880. 



BATB. 


VESSEL. 


PORT. 


MASTER. 


Rif. T«DS. 


Bristol 
Ckttttet 


Cou- 
•igMe. 


1860: 












Pilotas*. 




11 January • 


Leda .... 


Nantes 


Dejoie ... 


Schooner 


01 


none - 


F. 


11 » 


De Brea 


ff 


Lancelot ... 


Lugger - 


78 


none . 


F. 


14 ., 


BonP^re . - - 


ff ■ 


Prion - - 


Schooner 


82 


none . 


F. 




Eole . . . . 


>i 


Agaesse - 


Lugger 


70 


none - 


F. 


14 n 


Clorinde 


»f • 


Lancelot 


»» • 


78 


none - 


F. 


10 » 


Bonne Mdre - • . 


Aiguillon • 


Droneau 


Brig 


74 


— 


— 


23 M 


Marie Mathilde « 


Nantes 


Dejoie - - - 
Talva . . . 


Schooner 


84 


none - 


F. 




Clarisse- 


M 


ff " 


79 


none - 


F. 


22 M 


Quatre Joseph 
Courier de Brest - 


Yannes 


Thebaud - - 


Lugger • 


77 


— 


— 


23 w 


Nantes 


Thoby - - . 


jf " 


47 


— 


— 


26 ^ 


Artemise . - - 


ff * 


Lancelot 


Schooner 


79 


none • 


F. 


26 ,1 
26 «, 


StAignau ... 
StJuBen 


ff 
Meau 


Dulae ... 
Curet - 


Lugger • 


78 
60 


none • 
none - 


F. 
F. 


29 ♦, 


Armel - - - • 


Yannes 


Sesquel . 


ft " 


74 


— 


— 


29 „ 


Bon Nicolas • • • 


Meau 


Halgaud 


Schooner 


81 


— 


— 


4 February - 


Petite Aim6e - 


Nantes 


Moreau . - - 


Lugger • 


82 


— 


^_ 


4 ft 


DeuxFrires - . - 


ff 


Bourgeois 


Ji 


77 


none - 


F.^ 


^8 ^ 


Actif .... 


8t.Yaust - 


Thin - . 


ff 


47 


— 


— 


27 „ 


Conciliateur . • - 


Nantes 


Erland ... 


ff ■ 


78 


none . 


F. 


28 ^ 


Josephine ... 


Brest 


Mercandny 


f» 


68 


none • 


F. 


28 „ 


Marie Rose . - - 


Meau 


Detremod 


ft " 


67 i uone * 


F. 


58 „ 


St. Aubin 


Nantes * 


Bojie - . - 


ff 


79 none - 


F. 


1 March 


Jeune Amand 


ff 


Cloatre - 


f» 


70 


none . 


F. 


1 f> 


Eugenie ... 


ff 


Thibaud - 


Brig - 


74 


none - 


F. 


^ n 


Jeanne Marie 


ff 


Moyou ... 


Lugger - 


74 


none - 


F. 


^ n 


BonPdre 


f» * 


ff . . - 


tf ■ 


62 


none - 


F. 


99 
4 ft 


Courier de Marseilles • 


ff 


Bureau ... 


Brig . 


79 


none - 


F. 


4 f> 


Omnibus ... 


»f " 


Lebeaupin 


Schooner 


79 


none - 


F. 


14 ft 


Probiti. - . . 


, Charente - 


Chaput • . . 


ft * 


79 


2/.2#. 


F- 


2« „ 


P^re Lancelot 


Nantes - 


Lancelot 


Lugger. 


82 


none • 


F. 


2 April 


Joseph .... 
Mathilde - • - 


Sarzeai 


Largouet 


ff 


96 


— 


— 


• 
a ff 


Cherbourg- 


Trouve - 


Schooner 


»- 


•— 


— 


3 ff 


Clarisse - - * 


Rochelle - 


Mandret 


»f * 


61 


none - 


F. 


6 ,f 


Donne Mdre - - . 


Meau 


Moyon ... 


Lugger . 


72 


none • 


F. 


d M 


Aimable Annete - 


Sarceau - 


Nicolajo 


ff " 


76 


— 


— 


" 9W 

10 „ 


Favori . - . - 


Bordeaux - 




Brig • 


116 


— 


— 


16 „ 


Caroline ... 


Nantes- - 


B&rban - 


Lugger - 


66 


none . 


F. 


6 May 
10 „ 


Louise • . . . 


Honfleur • 


OUive - 


Schooner 


61 


— 


— 


Mont Bars . . . 


Nantes 


Lugger - 


74 


none - 


F. 


10 „ 


Eugenie ... 


ff ■ 


Codet - 


ff 


76 


none - 


F. 


10 „ 


Quatre Frires 


Sarceau 


Forget . . - 
Gabroit - 


It 


78 


— 


— 


10 „ 


Magdeleine Ferdinand - 


Nantes 


Schooner 


68 


none - 


F. 


18 ^ 


Jeune Estelle ... 


St GiUes . 


Yiand . - . 


Lugger - 


46 


none . 


F. 


18 H 


Celestbe ... 


Biliiers 


G^ntilhomme - 


ff 


62 


none - 


F. 


20 „ 


Anna Maria • - > 


Morlaix - 


Briuit ... 


Brig . 


92 


8t 4^ 


F. 


*-^ ft 


Sophia .... 


Sables D'Olone 


Morison . - - 


Schooner 


68 


— 


— 


2« f 


Albert . . . - 


Cherbourg - 


Soret 


Sloop - 


76 


— 


— 


26 M 


St Pierre . . . 


Sarceau - 


Calv6 . 


Lugger . 


91 


— ' 


— 


8 June 


SabUis .... 


Sables - 


Breluraux 


Brig . 


77 


none - 


F. 


1<> ft 


Melanie Heloise 


Nantes 


Renaudin . 


Schooner 


79 


none . 


F. 


^8 „ 


Othelia .... 


Rochdle - 


Lacroix 


ff 


67 


none • 


F. 


iJuly . * 


Josephine . . • 


Morieq 


l^iot . - . 


Lugger- 


62 


none - 


F. 


1 ff 


Aimable Eutatie 


Redon 


Tesserot 


tf 


66 


none - 


F. 


1 ft 


Marsruerite . - • 


Nantes 


Lemerle . - . 


ff 


76 


none . 


F. 


1 f» 


Pens^ .... 


StYaast - 


Lessart - 


Schooner 


71 


— 


— 


18 ,t 


Marie Louise . - • 


Nantes 


Cadon ... 


ff 


79 


none - 


F. 


IB ^ 


Elija Ernest • • . 


RocheUe - 


Arbimon 

Uuerlin ... 


ff 


78 


none . 


F. 


il8 ,» 


Alerte .... 


Nantes 


Lugger . 


78 


none . 


F. 


19 n 


Aueuste Yirgine • 
St.NicoIas . - - 


UOrient - 


Prerosi - . - 


Schoner - 


68 


none . 


F. 


28 ,» 


Navalo - 


Largouet 


Lugger . 


49 


none - 


F. 


28 „ 


Victor Marie . - . 


Nantes 


Charbonnet - 


Schooner 


84 


none • 


F. 


^8 ^ 


Trois SoBurs ... 


»f 


Moreau ... 


Lugger . 


84 


none - 


F. 


:26 „ 


CinqFrires - 


Trinity 


Le Goff . . . 


ff 


81 


none • 


F. 
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DATE. 


VESSEL. 


PORT. 


MASTER. 


Kig. 


Tods. 


Bristol 
Cbaunel. 


Con- 

Mgnce- 


1850: 












PQotage. 




7 August 


Heloise . - ^ - 


Lorzeau • 


Le Vigow«aux 


Lugger - 


79 


none - 


F. 


6 „ 


Deux Frferei - - - 


Nantes 


Bourgeois 


n 


82 


none - 


F. 


« « 


Jeune Henry - - - 


>» 


Arderin - . - 


>t 


74 


none • 


F. 


8 ty 


Jeime Clenence - 


n 


BerlTMul 


>f * 


74 


none - 


F. 


8 „ 


CecHe .... 


Cherbourgh 


Qroult - 


Sloop - 


55 


none - 


F. 


1» ,, 


Anna Maria • • • 


Larzeau - 


Largonet 


Lugger . 


77 


— 


— 


28 „ 


Caroline ... 


L'Orient - 


Seveno ... 


>» 


f 


none • 
41. 4«. 


F. 

1 


24 „ 


Jnles .... 


Nantes 


Leoompce 


Schooner 


107 
76^ 


Firiglit: 


r 


24 „ 


AKne , - - . 


» 


Codet - 


» 


76| 


none - 
1/. U. 


F. 

1 


24 „ 


Josephine ... 


>j 


Lesquello 


»• 


Freight ; 


r 












63^ At.%d. 


J 


26 „ 


Myosotii 


>• ■ 


Cassard - 


» 


78 


none - 


F. 


26 „ 


Jne. Marie Eleonire 




Perraud . . - 


j> * 


77 


none - 


F. 


26 „ 


Omnibus • - . 


Nantes 


Lebeaupin 


>f 


79 


none - 


F. 


26 „ 


Leontine Emma 


» • 


Chaperon 


» 


78 


none - 


F. 


27 ^ 


BonPdre 


w • 


MoyoQ ... 


Lugger - 


59 


none - 


F. 


27 „ 


Joseph Hypolitf • 
Jne,Adolp£e . - - 


Mean 


Renaudin 


» 


69 


none - 


F. 


27 „ 


Laraeau - 


Ricordel . - - 


» * 


62 


none - 


F. 


27 w 


Henry - - - - 


Nantes 


Marini ... 


Schooner 


80 


none - 


F. 


29 „ 


Alexandre ... 


Naralo - 


Cauaio ... 


Lugg«r . 


88 


none - 


F. 


31 „ 


Jacques Victor 


Nantes 


Hubriet - 


K^h * 


7f 


none - 


'• 


8 September - 


Esperance ... 


Billiere * 


Bidaud - 


Lugger - 


73 


none - 


F. 


9 ,» 


Artemise ... 


Nantes 


Lancelot ... 


Schoon^ 


79 


none - 


F. 


9 n 


Conciliatcur ... 


f» 


Ertand ... 


Lugger - 


89 


none - 


F. 


10 „ 


Amiable Joseplane 
Proteg6 de Marie - 


Larzeau - 


Lebevre ... 


n 


72 


— 


— 


10 n 


Meau 


Austin ... 


j> ^ • 


90 


none - 


F. 


10 „ 


Prevoyant - - - 


Navalo 


L^rf - 


yj 


68 


— 


-~ 


10 „ 


Aimable Annette - 


Larzeau - 


Nicolazo • - • 


yj " 


70 


— 


— 


11 ., 


Espoir . - - - 


Billiers 


Fouche - 


» 


52 


none * 


F. 


11 n 


Anais .... 


Trinity 


Plemer - 


» * 


98 


— 


— 


11 19 


8t Joseph . 
Corine Augastine - 


Morlaix - 


Gadonin 


» " 


47 


— 


•^ 


12 „ 


Nantes - 


Cassard - 


>» 


72 


11. li. 


F. 


12 „ 


Courier de Douiaonenes - 


"Bayonne - 


P6ton . 


f> 


58 


— 


— . 


12 „ 


Deux Soeurs 


Brehat 


Le Laguin 


Sloop - 


81 


— 


— 


12 „ 


Elodie Anloine 


Nantes 


Halgand 




79 


none • 


F. 


14 „ 


Jne. Louise . - . 


n 


Ropert - 


Lugger • 


57 


— 


— 


1« » 


Montbars ... 


•♦ " 


OUive - . - 


»> * 


94 


none - 


F. 


16 „ 


Slanis las Marie - 


Meau 


Simon - . . 


» ■ 


77 


none * 


F. 


18 n 


Albert .... 


Bayonne - 


Ricordd - 


» 


90 


none - 


F. 


20 „ 


DeuxFr^res ... 


Brest 


TaiUebois - . 


9 * 


62 


— 


-« 


20 „ 


Nouvelle Umon 


Sables 


Niel - . . 


Schooner 


68 


— 


__^_ 


21 „ 


Actif .... 


Redan 


Garel - - - 


Lugger • 


55 


none - 


F. 


»5 >, 


Paix .... 


Cournelle • 


Marie ... 


» 


67 


— 


^^ 


8 October - 


Jenny .... 


Dunge 


Morel - - - 


Brig - 


185 


_ 


■"" 


19 „ 


Alpensine Jeanne • 
Celeste . . • . 


Nantes 


Ertand - 


Schooner 


85 


none - 


F. 


21 ,. 


Brest 


Vineau ... 


Lugger . 


85 


none * 


F. 


21 n 


Emile * . - . 


Nantes 


Semerle ... 


»i " 


76 


none - 


P. 


21 n 


Quatre Frires 


Sarzeau 


Forget - . - 


>» • 


78 


none - 


P. 


21 „ 


Anna Maria ... 


Landemeau 


Serrct ... 


>> * 


86 


none - 


F. 


21 „ 


Tech .... 


Bordeaux • 


Pirou . . - 


|y • 


48 


none - 


F. 


21 „ 


Jne. Julie ... 


Morieq ^ - 


Egano ... 


yy * 


79 


none - 


F. 


21 n 


Corally .... 
Bon Retour • 


Zest - 


Lesta ... 


Schooner 


66 


— 


— 


22 „ 


Sarzeau 


PoFcreau 


Lugger - 


78 


— 


— 


22 „ 


Briv6 .... 


Meau 


Mahi - - . 


yy 


48 


none .. 


F. 


^i8 „ 


y 


Nantes 


Plyou . 


Barque - 


201 


— 


— 


4 November - 


BonP^re 


V * 


Prion . 


Schooner 


82 


none - 


F. 


^ „ 


Jne.Amaiid ... 


>» 


Cloatre - 


Lugger - 


70 


none - 


P. 


4 „ 


Force - . - . 


>f 


Teseier - 


Schooner 


70 


— 


— .' 


4 ,t 


Jne. Mercuare 


»f 


BiUard - 


LuMer - 


88 


— 


— 


4 n 


Marie Anne ... 


» " 


Leeorre ... 


If * 


75 — 


— 


4 „ 


Bastille - 


» " 


Louis ... 


)y " 


76 none - 


F. 


4 „ 


Glaneur ... 


>f 


Le Feuvre 


yy "* 


72 none - 


F. 


4 „ 


Sirene . . - - 


» 


TiUe . . . 


Schooner 


87 none - 


P. 


4 n 


Delpbiae ... 


>l 


Barbean ... 


yy • 


88 ' none 


P. 


7 „ 


Deux Rosalie 


ff 


Le Darich 


t) • 


69 — 


^.^^ 


12 „ 


Chas. Marie . 


Virtabelez - 


Lequimine 


Lugger - 


62 ! none - 


P. 


12 „ 


Union .... 


Bayonne - 


Viomorrent 


Schooner 


77 ' none - 


P. 


14 „ 


Josephine ... 


Brest 


Mercantiny - 


Lugger - 


68 none - 


P. 


18 „ 


Angelique Marie - 


Treguier - 


Petibon ... 


Sloop - 


49 


none - 


F. 
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DATE, 


VESSEL. 


PORT. 


MASTER. 


Rif. 


Tons. 


Bristol 
CluniMl. 


Con- 
signee. 


1860: 














PilotSKe. 




18 November - 


Volontaire - - - 


Bordeaux - 


Maro(Muble 


. 


Brig - 


149 


none - 


F. 


20 ^ 


Pekin • - - - 


Nantes 


Mah£ - 


. 


Lugger - 


67 


.. 


— 


20 ^ 


Beanlieu - - - 


w 


Boju 


. 


» 


60 


none - 


F. 


20 „ 


Leocadie . . - 


yt 


Lemerle - 


m • 


n 


54 


none • 


F. 


20 „ 


Lab^rieux ... 


n 


Tavemier 


• 


n 


76 


— 


— 


20 „ 


Eole . . - - 


» 


Aguesse - 


• 


99 


71 


none • 


F. 


20 „ 


Celine Marie ... 


w 


Marie 


. 


Schooner 


78 


— 


._ 


20 ^ 


Adeline Fdix 


>» 


Soulas - 


. 


' Lugger - 


69 


none - 


F. 


20 „ 


Espoir .... 


Mesqner - 


Camaret - 


- 


99 


76 


— 


— 


20 yy 


Aims Maria . - - 


Sanseau 


Largouet 


. 


» 


81 


.-.. 


_ 


20 „ 


Marie Anne . . - 


Bordeaux - 


Corrie 


. 


Schooner 


76 


..- 


„^ 


22 „ 


Esperance ... 


Nantes 


Micbaud - 


. 


Brig - 


79 


— 


_^ 


22 „ 


Jne. Amed^ ... 


n 


Franeau - 


- 


Lugger . 


64 


none - 


F. 


4 December - 


Lynx . - . - 


Nantes 


Lereux • 


. ^ 


Schooner 


80 


Hone • 


F. 


4 n 


Polix^ne . . - 


Caen 


Le Prevost 


. 


» * 


92 


none - 


F. 


< ry 


Diligent • - . 


Nantes 


Bessae - 


• 


Lugger - 


70 


none - 


F. 


4 „ 


Pilote .... 


>» 


Orthion « 


. 


w 


69 


none - 


F. 


6 „ 


Benjamin - - . - 


>• • 


Soulas - 


. 


99 


78 


none - 


F. 


6 ,. 


Henri Marie - - - 


Eleaza 


Bulot - 


• 


fy " 


77 


.. 




7 „ 


Lnssean ... 


Nantes 


Devinean 


• 


» 


a7 


...• 


^^ 


7 n 


Intrepide • - - 


>i 


Log« - 


. 


» 


77 


It 10*. 


F. 


7 „ 


Donx Zephtr - - - 
Ville da Crotov 


>> 


Chanrelon 


• 


»> 


67 


-. 


^^^ 


7 „ 


Dunkerque 


Trudu - 


• 


Schooner 


62 


^^ 


_ 


10 „ 


Maris Stella - 


Port Navafc) 


Corchuan 


- 


w 


96 

» 


— 


X 


10 ^ 


L6onidas ... 


Nantes 


Dupr6 - 


- 


Lngger - 


da 


10*. 

Freight; 
fl/L10t.Sd. 


h 


10 „ 


Hazard . - . - 


Sables d'Oloane 


Goulpeau 


. 


Brig ■ 


80 


.. 


^ 


10 „ 


Camilla ... 


Nantes 


Manchu - 


. 


99 * 


162 


none - 


F. 


12 „ 


Jnlien Marie - - - 


Isle d'Aos * 


Le Baron 


• 


I«iigger • 


89 


... 




12 „ 


Victor Marie - . - 


Nantes - 


Charbonnell 


. 


>f • 


84 


none - 


F. 


18 „ 


Jne. Charles - - - 


i> 


Viand . 


. 


99 * 


7S 






14 „ 


Prosper- ... 


» 


Talva . 


. 


99 


88 


none . 


fT 


14 ^ 


F^Ucit^ .... 


Auray 


Lereux - 


. 


99 " 


100 


.... 




14 „ 


Tamerlane . - - 


Nantes 


Ardronneau 


• 


f> * 


64 


_ 





14 „ 


Jne. St. Vincente - 


Rochelle - 


Pauchim 


. 


99 • 


no 


.i_ 


^,_ 


14 ,, 


Melanie H^loise - 


Nantes 


Renaudin 


• 


Schooner 


79 


— 


— 



SO 

83 

83 

83 ^199 Frendi vessels arrived at Gloucester in I860. 

33 

33 

110 of these the Broker was Mr. J. G. Francillon. 



7 of these only had Bristol Channel Pilots. 
Upwmrds of 90 per cent did not take Pilots* 



In this proportion 180 of the 199 vessek would have passed up the Channel safely without 
Bristol Channel PilotSy and by &r tfie larger number of them strangers to the ChaimeL 
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136 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken Wore CAPTAIN BEECHEY 



(C.) 
{Referred to at page 88.) 

RETURN, pursuant to 16 & 17 Vict, c. 129, s. 18, of the Total Amount received 
for PiLOTAOB of Vbssels into the Port of Briitol, in the Quarter ending 
31 December 1851. 



Distaicsi for which Piloted, aooording to tb^ diffnent IHgtMcet 
in the Scale of lUtet. 


TOTALS. 


From 


To 


Number of 
Vetiels. 


Amoont. 


r 

Lundy - - - 
Lundy - - - 
Lundy - - - 
Lundy - - - 
Lundy - - - 
Lundy - - - 


> 


Swansea District. 

Bridgewater District - - - 
Cardiff District - - -• - 
Newport District - - - - 
Kin^oad - - - ,^ .- 
Cumberland Basin ... 


4 
50 
23 
37 
96 


£. S. d. 

18 1 - 
256 18 6 
132 13 - 
239 18 6^ 
783 11 3 


Swansea District - 
Swansea District - 
Swansea District - 
Swansea District - 


- 


Cardiff District 
Newport District. 
Kingroad. 
Cumberland Basin. 






Bridgewater District 
Bridgewater District 
Bridgewater District 
Bridgewater District 


-- 


Cardiff District 
Newport District. 
Kingroad. 
Cumberland Basin. 






Coombe 
Coombe 
Coombe 
Coombe 
Coombe 


-• 


Bridgewater District. 
Cardiff District .... 
Newport District - - - - 
Kii^road . . - - - 
Cumberland Basin . - - 


2 
11 


3 16 - 

4 7- 
17-9 - 
67 16 9 


Minehead - 
Minehead 
Minehead 
Minehead - 


; 


Cardiff District . . - - 
Newport District. 

Kingroad - - - - - 
Cumberland Basin . - - 




- 16 - 

2 13 - 
26 4 9 


Holms - - - 
Holms . . - 
Holms - - - 


- 


Newport District. 

Kingroad . - - - . 

Cuinberiand Basin - - - 


2 

10 


2 9- 
25 4 6 


Cardiff. 


- 


Cumberland Basin . - - 


2 


11 2 - 


Newport 


- 


Cumberiand Basin. 






Kingroad 


- 


Cumberland Basin - - - 


60 


84 6 6 


Lundy - - - 


- 


Bideford District - - . - 


1 


2 6- 


Bideford District - 


. 


Cumberland Basin. 

Total ... 








313 


1,679 12 9 



Gross Amount of Pilotage, inwards 

Less, Expenses paid by Pilots in Wages, and 
Assistance up tne River Avon ... 

Net . . 



£. 5. d. 

1,679 12 9 

679 19 9 

£. 999 13 - 
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RETURN, pursuant to 16 fc 17 Vict, c^. 129, s. 18, of the Total Amouht receiyed 
for PiLOTAOB of Vessels out of the Port of Bristol, in the Quarter ending 31 De- 
cember 1853. 



In the SdOo of Ratal. 


TOTAL& 


Vnm 


fb 


Number of 


Ammuit. 








£. 9. d. 


Cumberland Basin 


Kingroad - - - - • 


1 


17 6 


Cumberland Basin 


Newport District - - - • 


16 


46 15 9 


Cumberland Bamn 


Cardiff District . . - . 


38 


116 9 - 


Cumberland Basin 


Bridgewater District - 






Cumberland Basin 


Swansea District - • . - 


1 


8 3 6 


Cumberland Basin 


Lundy- ... 


86 


691 15 3 


Kingroad -. . « 


Newport District 






Kii^road - • • 


Cardiff District. 






Kingroad - - • - 


Bridgewater District. 






Kingroad • « . 


Swansea District. 








Lundy ..:.'•- 


23 


140 16 6 


Newport District - - 


Cardiff District. 






Newport District ^ 


Bridgewater District 






Newport District - 


Swansea District 






Newport District - - 


Lundy . 4. . . *. 


4 


30 14 3 


Cardiff District r 


BridgeMitar District. 






Cardiff District - 


Swansea District 






Cardiff District - - 


Lundy « . • , . 


63 


347 13 - 


Bridgewaier District 


Swansea District 






Bridgewater District - 


Lundy. 






Swansea District - 


Lundy. 






Hinehead ... 


Lundy - - - • - 
Total . - - - - 


1 


4 7- 


- 


233 


1,398 1 9 


Gross Amount of Pilotage Outwards ' - 
Less, Expenses paid by Pilote in Wages, and 
Assistance down the River Avon - . « 


£. s. 
1,398 1 

667 14 


d. 
9 

2 


286. 


Net . • i 


:.640 7 


7 


S 
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138 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken btfore CAPTAIN BEECHEY 



(D.) 



{Referred to at page 89.) 



RETURN of Vessels entering Swansea Harbour, in the Quarter ending dlst December 1868, 

liable to Channel Pilotage, 



Dtta 

of Eatrr. 


NAME. 


Tons. 


FROM. 


TO. 


1858 : 








' 


October 8 


Odix • - . . 


49 


Brest • . . • 


Neath. 


fy 


99 


Jules .... 


36 


ditto ... 


Brest. 


ft 


99 


Carl Ritter 


216 


Calderia ... 


Pont ye^ Gal. 


fy 


9, 


Iris 


116 


Granville . - - 


Granville. 


99 


99 


Mariner - - . • 


120 


Gweek 


Gibraltar. 


}f 


4 


Duke of Cornwall 


108 


Nantes ... 


Southampton. 


9} 


99 


Dans .... 


124 


Aeiro - - - - 


Belfast. 


ff 


99 


Mary . . . . 


211 


Havre 


Sheerness. 


99 


^9 


Marie Salestine ... 


70 


Brest . -. - . 


Bordeaux. 


91 


99 


Bonne St. Ann ... 


72 


ditto 


Brest. 


>t 


19 


Kalamazoo • . . 


34 


Jersey ... 


Jersey. 


»> 


>9 


Monarque - . - - 


257 


Nantes ... 


Ceylon. 


ff 


99 


Unicom .... 


186 


Jersey ... 


Messina. 


ft 


99 


Charon .... 


150 


Constantinople - 


Bristol. 


ff 


99 


Hercules .... 


482 


Bristol - - - 


Sierra Leone. 


ff 


ff 


Haimonie . • . • 


452 


Havre - - - 


Adelaide. 


$f 


19 


Alfon .... 


830 


Dublin 


Gibraltar. 


ff 


6 


Commodore ... 


292 


Cuba . - . - 


Cuba. 


9f 


99 


Pinta .... 


170 


Dublin - . - 


Alexandria. 


n 


6 


Margueritte ... 


401 


St. Malo - . 


Ceylon. 


a 


99 


Esperance - « • . 


606 


Nantes ... 


ditto. 


ft 


9i 


Louis .... 


848 


St. Malo - 


Cape de Verds; 


9f 


99 


Merk .... 


866 


Hamburgh ... 


ditto. 


ff 


13 


Cherub .... 


114 


Southampton 
Plymouth - 


Havre. 


}f 


14 


Thomas .... 


107 


Honfleur. 


» 


99 


Nindeeps .... 


129 


London ... 


Madeira. 


99 


99 


Echo .... 


59 


Scilly - . . 


Rouen. 


n 


15 


Maria Matilda . . . 


361 


Coric . - - 


Lisbon. 


>i 


99 


Alexandrina ... 


880 


Malta ^ - 


Quebec. 


If 


99 


Herald .... 


84i) 


Cork .... 


Mauritius. 


If 


yj 


Falcon .... 


36 


Pondabe - 


Bristol. 


99 


17 


Adyenture . - • - 


59 


Riva de Sella - 


Seville. 


#) 


99 


Pearl .... 


858 


Cuba . • . - 


Cuba. 


»| 


18 


Pomona .... 


80 


Rouen • • • 


Plymouth. 


l> 


9> 


Nelly Bodkin - 


79 


Brest .... 


Marseilles. 


»t 


19 


WiUiam .... 


116 


Henfleur ... 


Hayle. 
Cuba. 


»| 


20 


William NichobM>n • 


426 


Cuba .... 


99 


99 


Wanderer .... 


66 


Rouen ... 


Rouen. 


99 


21 


Jessie .... 


444 


Quebec ... 


Cape de Verdrf. 


>f 


24 


Emerald .... 


64 


Jersey ... 
St Malo - 


Jersey. 


>» 


99 


Matinal .... 


242 


Ceyl<m. 


9> 


25 


Victoria .... 


27 


Milford - . 


Jersey. 
Rio Janeiro. 


f» 


28 


Jeune Eskemell ... 


281 


Belfast 


}| 


29 


Comolan . - . . 


86 


Carthegena ... 


St. Ives. 


Not. - 


1 


Strong .... 
Tom Bell .... 


418 


London ... 


Cape de Verds. 


» . 


99 


846 


Cuba .... 


Cuba. 


» ' 


99 


Jeune Marie - . * 


109 


St. Brieujt . . ^ 


Brest. 


9y 


9> 


June Zoe .... 


74 


Brest .... 


ditto. 


il> 


99 


Utile .... 


360 


Nantes 


Nantes. 


19 


2 


Goloonda .... 


418 


Cuba .... 


Cuba. 


>9 


8 


Dryade - . . - 


76 


Havre - - 


Havre. 


99 


4 


Salestine .... 


78 


Brest .... 


Brest 


99 


9* 


Marie Alia 


49 


ditto 


ditto. 


99 


5 


Jenifer . • . . 


59 


Rouen - ... 


Charlestown. 


>> 


99 


Nymph .... 


87 


Teignmouth 


Guernsey. 


99 


7 


Jeune Roman « • . 


42 


Honfleur ... 


Borfleur. 


M 


99 


Lady Louisa ... 


58 


Truro . . * 


Malaga. 


>9 


9 


Osprey .... 
Lord Nelson .... 


41 


Jersey 


Jersey. 


>l 


10 


45 


Southampton 


Brest. 


» 


12 


Jeune Aline ... 


79 


Borfleur ... 


Cherount 
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of Entry. 


NAME. 


Tom. 


FROM. 


TO 




1863: 














Not. 


- 12 


Morriston - - - - 


38 


Rouen 


. ^ 


Devon. 




» 


99 


Cherub - . - . 


114 


Havre - 


. 


Southampton. 




99 


11 


Louise - - - - 


446 


Quebec 


• 


CardiflF. 




99 


99 


Elizubeth . . - . 


230 


Calderia 


. 


Neath. 




^ 


16 


Emerald - - - • 


64 


Jersey 


• 


London. 




» 


16 


Nancy - . - - 


181 


Brest - 


. 


Mercells. 


\ 


99 


17 


Eliza Beynon - - . 


38 


Rouen 


. 


Ross. 




9f 


»• 


Esperance - - - - 


79 


Cherbourg - 


• 


Bordeaux. 




»f 


19 


Jeune A net 


77 


Brest - 


. . 


Havre. 




>> 


21 


Larke - . - . 


40 


Plymouth - 


. 


Jersey. 




99 


99 


Victory - - - - 


27 


Milford 


- 


Guernsey. 




99 


22 


Cazar Piere - - - 


146 


St. Malo - 


• 


Neath. 




9> 


26 


Azarin - - - - 


106 


London 


• 


Madeira. 




» 


29 


Alfred Marie ... 


180 


Cherbourg - 


• 


Algiers, 




99 


80 


Blanche - - - . 


360 


London 


• 


Madeira. 




» 


>• 


Monturo Primerio 


236 


ditto 


- 


Qporto. 




Dec. 


. 2 


Henrietta - - - - 


894 


Cuba - 


^ ^ 


Cuba. 




99 


3 


Equateur - - - - 


400 


Nantes 


• 


Singapore. 




19 


99 


Vigilant - - - - 


34 


Gloucester - 


. 


Lucon. 




>> 


99 


June Zoe - - - . 


74 


Cherbourg - 


. 


Brest. 




99 


99 


Veanne - - 


248 


Nantes 




Nantes. 




» 


6 


Catania - - • - 


166 


Catania 


. 


Catania. 




» 


6 


Marmora - - • . 


321 


Quebec 


. 


London. 




» 


99 


Queen .... 


161 


Prince Edward* 


B Island 


Malta. 




>• 


9' 


Furonia .... 


141 


Liverpool - 


. 


Marcellas. 




» 


99 


John and Mary ... 


38 


Carmarthen 


- 


Guernsey. 




» 


99 


Eliza .... 


86 


Exeter 


. 


Calais. 




n 


7 


Falcon .... 


38 


Jersey 


•. 


Jersey. 




» 


99 


Jeune Noal ... 


79 


Can - 


- 


Bordeaux. 




» 


99 


Deux Sophia ... 


78 


Guernsey - 


- 


ditto. 




>j 


8 


Chateau Brand . • - 


193 


St. Malo . 


- 


Cronstadt. 




99 


9 


Minerva . . - - 


73 


Brest . 


. 


Honfleur. 




9> 


10 


Marie .... 


88 


St. Malo . 


. 


Uanelly. 
Dublin. 




99 


99 


Susan .... 


79 


Honfleur 


• 




99 


99 


Jack Victor 


76 


Nantes 


. 


Nantes. 




99 


12 


Esther .... 


48 


Cherbourg . 


- 


Brest 




)9 


18 


Cherub - - • . 


114 


Southampton 


- 


Honfleur. 




99 


14 


Mercy .... 
Claudius - • - 


219 


Plymouth - 


- 


Catania. 




99 


16 


132 


ditto 


. • 


Marcells. 




99 


16 


Jeune Marie ... 


109 


Brest . 


. 


Brest. 




99 


99 


Niord .... 


286 


Fowey 


. 


Malta. 




99 


17 


Demetrius - . - . 


233 


Coquimbo - . 


- 


Coquimbo. 




9» 


99 


Sunbeam . . . - 


266 


Cuba . 


- 


Cuba. 




99 


19 


Helena ... 


286 


Mirinople • 


- 


Limerick. 




99 


99 


Charles . . - . 


281 


Coquimbo - 


- 


Coquimbo* 




99 


9» 


Meta Herminia ... 


72 


Dublin 


- 


Madeira. 




99 


21 


Louis 


63 


Brest - 


- 


Brest 




99 


99 


Nerio .... 


32 


Exeter 


. 


St Malo. 




9» 


22 


Medora .... 


36 


Dartmouth - 


- 


ditto. 




99 


99 


St Michael ... 


66 


St. Malo - 


- 


ditto. 




99 


99 


Inarch .... 


63 


Belfast 


- 


Jersey. 




99 


99 


No One . . . . 


34 


Jersey 


- 


Belfast 




99 


24 


Nisibis .... 


161 


London 


- 


Lisbon. 




99 


99 


Marie Adele . . - 


76 


Brest - 


- 


Bordeaux. ' 




99 


99 


Eugene et Paul ... 


79 


ditto 


. 


Nantes. 




99 


99 


Deux Freres ... 


148 


St. Malo - 


- . 


Neath. 




99 


28 


Alarm .... 


168 


Havre 


. 


Southampton. 
Havre. 




9* 


9> 


Eleanor .... 


147 


Plymouth - 


- 




99 


>9 


John and Catherine - 


71 


ditto 


• 


Rouen. 




99 


99 


Pursuit .... 


731 


London 


- 


Cape de Verds. 




99 


9» 


Choice .... 


177 


Bristol 


• 


Table Bay. 
Madeira. 




99 


99 


Alice .... 


123 


Southampton 


. 




99 


9» 


Tar 


190 


London 


- 


London. 




99 


99 


Zelie .... 


393 


Havre 


- 


Cape de Verds. 




•9 


99 


Angelina .... 


288 


London 


• 


Pont ye Gal. 
Catania. 




99 


99 


Susan .... 


161 


Rouen 


. 




99 


99 


Rensite .... 


166 


ditto 


- 


Cape de Verds. 
Mauritius. 




99 


99 


Queen of the Isles 


276 


Guernsey - 


- 




99 


99 


St. Antonio Felix 


76 


Bristol 


• 


Havre. 




9> 


99 


Athalie .... 


163 


Havre 


- 


Cape de Verds. 




99 


99 


Amile .... 


176 


Nantes 




Table Bay. 
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Appendix (E.) ^E j 

(Referred to at Page 92.) 

PILOTAGE. 

EXTRACTS from Correspondence between the Bristol Chamber of Commerce and 
W. H, Gore Langtoriy Esq., one of the Members in Parliament for the City of Bristol. 



No.l. 

Extract from Letter of Mr. James Bush^ Chairman of the Committee of the Bristol 
Chamber of Commerce, to Mr. Langton, dated Bristol, 30 May 1863. 

With regard to other suggestions, there is one which I find of very great importance, 
and which it would perhaps be best that you should communicate directly to Mr. Card- 
well, as it would, I imagine, be impracticable in a Committee of the whole House to carry 
any clause which would effect the object, unless under the sanction of the promoters of the 
Bill. The suggestion is, that the pilotage fees, both inwards and outwards, should be paid 
at the Custom-house in the same manner that the \i%ht dues are, and that no vessel liable 
to pilotage dues shall be allowed to pass the Custom-house until such fees have been paid ; 
in fact, that just such regulations should be observed in regard to this matter as those 
which now prevail relative to the fees and papers under the Mercantile Marine Act I 
understand that this is the practice now in some places ; I have heard Dublin and Liver- 
pool named as such. In Newport also it is the custom, though I am not aware that the 
law sanctions it, and it is only applied to their river district. I am assured by the best 
authority, that by far the greatest portion of foreign vessels, for which pilotage is much 
more needed than for those belonging to the port, escape pilotage, because there are no 
means of recovering the fees, and. I am told, that if the suggestion now made were adopted, 
the system of pilotage would be more efficient than it is at present, and that the rates might 
be reduced at least one half. You will see, therefore, its importance, and I hope Mr. Card- 
well will adopt it. 



No. 2. 

Extract from Letter of Mr. Langton to Mr. Bush, dated London, 1 August 1853. 

With regard to the Pilotage Bill, Mr, Cardwell objects to the pilotage fees being paid 
at the Custom-house, as being too stringent a measure, and likely to lead to great opposi- 
tion. I confess I do not agree with him in his view, and will endeavour to persuade him to 
reconsider the matter. 



No. 8. 

Extract from Letter of Mr. Bush to Mr. Langton, dated Bristol, 3 August 1853. 

Our pilotage committee still entertain a decided opinion tha£ the pilotage fees should 
be paid at the Custom-house. Mr. Cardwell's objection is considered by them to be an 
argument in favour of their view, or at least as no answer to their complaint. If the system 
be, as it professes, a compulsory one, why should a lai^e majority of the vessels which 
most reauire a pilot escape without one, and evade the payment, or why, on the other hand, 
should those which least need pilotage pay twice as much as would be necessary, if all paid 
alike? The case is every daj[ occurring of foreign vessels refusing a pilot, and there are 
no means of putting the law in force, because neither the owner nor the captain can be 
reached. If some such remedy as that suggested be not adopted, the system will practi- 
cally be a voluntary one. The dissatisfaction of English shipowners with such partial legis- 
lation, as they consider it, will naturally stir them to resistance. If you could convey 
these representations to Mr. Cardwell, our committee will be obliged, it is estimated that 
from 500 to 600 vessels per annum leave the Bristol Channel without paying its pilotage. 



No. 4. 

Extract from Letter of Mr. Langton to Mr. Bush, dated London, 4 August 1853. 

I HAVE this afternoon again represented to Mr. Cardwell the strongly expressed wishes 
of our Chamber of Commerce with regard to the question of the pilotage fees ; he has 
promised again to consider the subject carefully, and I nope he may be induced to introduce 
some clause on the subject. 



Digitized by 



Google 



relative to the NAVIGATION of the BRISTOL CHANNEL. 141 

Extract from Letter of Mr. Bush to Mr. Langton, dated Bristol, 8 August 1853. 

The committee entertain so decided an opinion that all ships should be placed on an 
equal footing with respect to the payment of fees, that they have determined to petition the 
House of Lords on the subject, if no provision has been made in the Bill to meet their 
suggestion. 

CoFT of Petition refemed to. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, in Parliament assembled. 

The humble Petition of the Bristol Chamber of Commerce, 

Showeth, 

That your petitioners have been informed that a Bill is now before your Right hononrable 
House, v^hich purports to make better provision for the management of the pilotage affairs 
of this kingdom, and that such Bill contains no provision which will make the payment of 
pilotage fees compulsory on foreigners. 

That a veiy large proportion of the shipping which enters the Bristol Channel is owned 
by foreigners, and that by far the greater portion of the captains of such ships refuse to 
take a pilot, and that the law cannot reach them or the owners of such ships. 

Your petitioners humbly represent to your Right honourable Lordships that this is a great 
grievance to the British shipowners, wno are compelled to pay much higher fees ; stated to 
your petitioners to be double in the Brktol Cbaimel in €OBBe(}MeDce of the said foreign ships 
escaping. 

Your petitioners, therefore, pray that your Right honourable House will be pleased to 
insert a clause or provision in the said Bill, obliging all parties who may be legally liable to 
pay pilotage fees, to pay the same at Her Majesty s Custom-house at die several ports, or 
at the local marine offices established under the Mercantile Marine Act ; or that you will 
adopt such other remedy as your Right honourable House may deem fitting and proper ; 
and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

Signed on bdudfiof the 

Bristol Chamber of Commerce, 

James Bush, 
Chairman of the Committee. 



Extbaot from Letter of iSx.JLenffton to Mr. Bmh, <d«ted London, 9 August 185^. 

Mb. Cardwell appears now to be fiilly aware of the importance of the point suggested 
by the Bristol Cbamoer of Commerce with regard to the pilotage fees being paidat the 
Custom-house ; but as it will be necessair^ before introducing any provision on the subject, 
to consult and ascertain the opinions of all the principal ports m the kingdom^ he has 
considered it would have been impracticable to nave done so at the present time; the 
Pilotage Bill has, therefore, been passed in its present form. Mr. Cardwell has assured 
me, however, that during the recess be intends to prepare for the ensuing Session a 
general Bill, to consolidate all the existing Acts or laws relating to pilotage, and the 
merchant shipping in general ; and, in framing that Bill, he will ^ive the most serious con- 
sideration to the proposal emanating from the Bristol Chamber of Commerce, and be most 
ready to receive from them any intoimation or communication bearing upon the subject. 

1 have arranged with Mr. Berkeley to take charge of the petition, which be will under- 
take to have presented to the House of Lords. Mr. Cardwell wished me also to state to 
the Chamber of Commerce and pilotage authorities, that the Board of Trade will be careful 
to send down a person totally free from all feelings of local interest to report on the different 
pilotage arrangements in the Severn and Bristol Channel; and both Mr. Berkeley and 
myself assured him, that such a party would meet with every facility for obtaining informa- 
tion, and be met also in a fair and friendly spirit by the merchants and authorities of 
Bristol 



JTo. 7. 

Copy of letter from the "EolA xff AOmmmle to Mr. J7. Berkeley ^ the other Member in 

PltaFliament^fbr^he City of Bristcl. 

Dear Sir, House of Lords, 12 August 1853. 

I HAD the pleasure of presenting the petition from the Bristol Chamber of Commerce, on 
the subject of obliging foreigners to the payment of pilotage fees. I have since been in 
communication with Lord Stimley, who has charge of the Bill in the House of Lords. He 

286. T 2 stated 
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ADDeDdix CE 'i stated that there would be a difficulty of introducing a general clause which could only be 
^^ ^ '^ of local application, but seemed well disposed to consider favourably the suggestion the 
petition of the Chamber of Commerce contains. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Albemarle. 

Memorandum. — That during the present Session of Parliament, Mr. Cardwell has brought 
in the Bill referred to in Mr. Langton's letter of the »th of August ; but as it contains no 
clause or provision to the effect prayed for, the committee of the Chamber of Commerce 
consider it desirable to take the present opportunity of directing the attention of the Board 
of Trade to the subject. 

(signed) Leonard Bruton, Secretary, 
Bristol^ 24 April 1854. Bristol Chamber of Commerce. 



Appendix (F.) 



(F.) 
{Referred to at page 97.) 

The humble Memorial of the Deputy Pilots of Pill, 

Sheweth, 

That there are two descriptions of pilots at Pill : the branch pilots that are received by 
the Society of Merchants, and under ihe control of Captain Drew, and who pilot the larp^e 
vessels and all foreign vessels from Lundy to Pill ; and your petitioners ana their fellows, 
many of whom are now on the water, and have been employed during their whole lives in 
piloting vessels up and down the Channel. That formerly there were about 30 branch pilots, 
out that recently the branch pilots have been greatly increased, and that there are now 
between 50 and 60. That it has always been the privilege of the branch pilots to take from 
the deputy pilots any large or foreign vessel that the deputy pilot may have had in charge. 
Your petitioners do not desire that such privilege should he taken from them, but your peti- 
tioners pray that the small vessels and the coasting vessels that have always been under the 
pilotage of your petitioners may still be left to them; they pray that certain rules and regula- 
tions may be drawn up, by which the constant disputes that now take place between the 
branch pilots and your petitioners may be put an end to. Formerly your petitioners had 
a printed document, authorising them to take small vessels and coasters, and intimating the 
qualification of your petitioners ; no such document or license has been given to your peti- 
tioners of late years, and they pray that they may be licensed by some constituted authority, 
if, after examination^ they are found qualified to act as deputy pilots. Your petitioners b^ 
leave to state, that there are two descriptions of pilots licensed from Gloucester^ the regular 
Gloucester pilot, and the canal pilots ; and your petitioners feel assured it would tend to the 
public benefit if there were deputy pilots licensed from the port of Bristol for small vessels 
and that such deputy pilots, if well qualified and of good character, might be ehgible to be 
appointed branch pilots when vacancies should arise; your petitioners also pray that it 
should be ascertained what number of branch pilots should be required for the Bristol 
Channel, and that they should be limited to that number. 

And that a certain number of deputy pilots should be licensed to take charge of small 
vessels and coasters, and that such license should be issued by some authority different 
from that by which the branch pilots are licensed. 



And your petitioners will be grateful. 



Oeorge Lewis. Jeremiah Berry. 

Joseph Rumtiey. Charles Berry. 

Oeorge Rogers. James Stone. 

Joseph Heazel. John Rice. 

John Slade. Henry Rice. 

William Hale. James Fisher. 

George Marshall. Samuel Brooks. 

John Collins. Thos. Adams. 

William Carter. John Adams. 

Samuel Rumney. James Adams. 

George Hunt. Henry Adams. 

John Brooks. William Rowland. 

Thomas Hunt. Thomas Main. 
Joseph Cox. 
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Appendix (G.) 



(G.) 
{Referred to at pages 108 and 123.) 

An Account of ihe Expenses of Matt/tews, the Gloucester Pilot, which are in excess 
of the General Expenses of the other Pilots. 

Per Annum. 
Boat wear and tear - - - - - - -£. 10 — - 

One man, wages at 2 L per month - - - - - 24-- 

Clothes and pocket-money for apprentice - - - 8 - - 

Keep of man and boy, at 1 s. per day each (at present 

costing Is.ScL per day) - -'- - - - 36 10- 
Renewal of license ..-.-.- 22- 

Superannuation Fund to llrinity Board, 2} per cent, on 

earnings, on 250 /. a year ------ 66- 



£.86 17 - 



Total Annual Payments - 

(H.) 

(Referred to at page 123.) 

List of Vessels, Foreign and Coasting, arriving at Port of Gloucester ^ between 
26th September 1853 and 31st December 1853 inclusive. 





FOREIGN. 


COASTING. 




80 Tom and 
above. 


Under 80 Tons. 


80 Tona and 
above. 


Under 80 Tons. 


From 26th to 30th Sept - 
„ lstOct.to31stDec. 


6 

58 


1 
7 


28 


3 

200 




63 


8 


28 


208 



Gloucester and Berkeley Canal OflBce, Gloucester, 
24 April 1854. 



H. Waddy. 



Appendix (H.) 



(I.) 

RETUPiN, pursuant to 16 & 17 Vict c. 129, s. 18, of the Total Amount received 
for Pilotage of Vessels into the Port of Cardiff^ in the Quarter ending 
31 December 1853. 



Distances for whick Piloted, aocordin; to the diflerent Distances 
in the Scale of Rates. 


TOTALS. 


From 


To 


Number of 
VesMls. 


Amoant. 


Penarth Roads 


Bute Docks 

Total - - - 


328 


£. 8. d. 
261 11 10 




328 


261 11 10 



286. 



Gross Amount of Pilotage Inwards 
Less, Expenses paid by Pilots in Wages 



T3 



£. 8. d. 

261 11 10 

26 11 6 



Net 



£.235 - 5 



RETURN, 
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Appendix (I.) RETURN, pursuant to 16 & 17 Vict. c. 129, s. 18, of the Total Amount received 

for Pilotage of Vessels out of the Port of Cardiff ^ in the Quarter ending 

31 December 1853. 



Dittaooet far which Pflotod, aecoHbg to die difierent Diitaiicet 
inAeSetleorl^et. 


TOTALa 


xTom 


ifu Nmnber of 
VcMels. 


Amoont 


Bute Docks - 


Penarth Roads .... 
Total - • - 


333 


447 11 7 




333 


447 11 7 



Gross Amount of Pilotage Outwards 
Less, Expenses paid by Pilots in Wages 



£. $• d. 

- 447 11 7 

- 32 2 - 

Net - - - £.415 9 7 



Appendix (K.) 



(K.) 



S. 



The average receipt per man of the Oloucester pilots for the year 1853 137 * - 
The largest receipt of any man in the same year .... 272 - - 
The smallest receipt of any man in the same year - - - - 60 * • 



Number of apprentices - - 

CuBtom-House, Gloucester, 
21 Apr3 1854. 



Hemy £. Grove. 



Appendix (L.) 



(L.) 
PORT OF NEWPORT, MONMOUTHSHIRE. 



Pilotage Receipts for 1853. 

£. . d. 

Average earning of each pilot ---.... 97 38 

Maximum earmngs of one pilot - - - - - 173 159^ 

Minimum earnings of one pilot - - - - - - - 76 13** 

Number of boats . - - - - 20 

Quality of boats, first class - - - 16 
Quality of boa4% second class - - 4 

Sloop-rigged. 

27 April 1854, Jame$ N. Knapp, J ^^ ™otage. 

iV. B.— The boats are owned by the pilots. 
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(M.) 

AN ACCOUNT of the Number and Tonnage of Vessels^ distinguishing British, Foreign and^ Coasters, which 
entered and cleared at the following Ports in the Years 1861 and 1852. 





IN THE YEAR 1 86 1. 




FOREIGN TRADE. 


COASTING TRADE. 




EVTIKED IkWARDS. 


Cliario Outwards. 


Entered Inwards. 


ClwiT^ Ontwarda. 








British. 


Foreign. 


Brit 

Vessels. 


mh. 


Foreign. 


British. 


British. 




Veneb. 


Tonnage. 


VcMeli. 


Tonnage. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Bristol .... 


424 


95,668 


232 


44.069 


238 


67,224 


66 


19,326 


6,093 


389,476 


3,743 


298,908 


QoueMlv - - - 


230 


80,471 


301 


59J14 


66 


16,718 


81 


21,024 


1,063 


44,867 


2,643 


106,721 


Cardiff .... 


199 


25,934 


206 


36,698 


666 


101,491 


833 


160,077 


1,695 


100,103 


6,490 


449,763 


Newport .... 


84 


13,282 


129 


30,722 


389 


94,981 


313 


98,440 


1,278 73,867 


7,228 


407,904 


Swum and Neath - 


206 


36,379 


106 


13,638 


202 


41,246 


227 


21,932 


4,106 282,228 


6,091 


411,906 


LUneDy .... 


49 


6,622 


41 


3,649 


66 


5,987 


66 


4,164 


2,062 


103,001 


3,013 


188,146 


Bridgcfirater 


18 


3,692 


68 


5,466 


12 


1,668 


4 


268 


2,669 


112,180 


1,240 


62,113 










IN 1 


rHE YEAR 1862. 








Briitol .... 


423 


90,675 


208 


44,064 


217 


64,686 


46 


16,791 


6,768 


377,757 


3,970 


308,863 


GloBcartir - . . 


* 201 


66,603 


186 


36,260 


64 


13,141 


63 


18,868 


961 


43,034 


2,684 


102,046 


Cum .... 


194 


29,890 


281 


61,386 


846 


172,796 


867 


171,616 


1.766 


106,267 


6»212 


431,696 


If cwport .... 


146 


41,228 


74 


10,667 


460 


108,416 


247 


80,241 


1,322 


77326 


6,638 


371,696 


Sarauea and Neath . 


261 


46,003 


144 


17,022 


313 


50,343 


232 


23,633 


3,949 


270,230 


6,281 


416,367 


UaOtj .... 


71 


9,631 


44 


2,892 


. 72 


6,669 


63 


3,830 


1,920 


97,066 


2,764 


176,860 


imugCNiitir - . - 


2r 


4,679 


87 


4,686 


12 


2,021 


3 


1,026 


2,682 


126,968 


1,170 


47,722 



SUMMARY. 





fl861 
tl862 


Entered Inwards. 


Cleared Outwards. 


1 

1 

Swansea and 
Neath . 


ri861 
'11862 


Entered Inwards. 


Cleared Outwards. 




VsMek. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Bristol - 


6,649 
6,389 


629,203 
612,496 


4,037 
4,233 


386,467 
384,340 


4,418 
4,364 


332,246 
332,265 


6,680 
6,826 


475,082 
490,243 




J 1861 


1,684 


186,042 


2,779 


144,463 














Gtoneester 


(.1862 


1,347 


144,787 


2,691 


129,064 


UaneDy . 


ri861 
tl862 


2,162 
2,036 


113,272 
109,678 


8,184 

2,889 


198,287 
186,249 


Ondiff - 


fl861 
ll862 


2,000 
2,231 


161,736 
186,632 


7,879 
7,924 


711,321 
776,007 


Bridgcwater 


J1861 


2,686 


121,887 


1,266 


68,929 


litsvport 


ri86l 
tl862 


1,491 
1,641 


117,871 
129,721 


7,930 
7,846 


696,276 
660,262 


1l862 


2,740 


13(^823 


1,186 


60,760 



CvstooHHoose, London,) 
8 Maieh 1868. j 



IF. H. Non, Regf Gen* of Shippbg. 



Digitized by 



Google 



BRISTOL CHANNEL. 



TRANSCRIPT of the Shorthand Writer's 
Minutes of Evidence taken before Ciqptain 
Beechej/, ii. k. at ar. Inquiry into the present 
system of Pilotage of the Bristol Channel. 



(Mr. John Henry Fivian.) 



Ofdertd, by The House of Commoiti, to b€ Printed, 
2 June 1854. 
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BRITISH SHIPS. 



RETURNS of British Ships employed in the Trade of the United Kingdom in the Years 1849, 
1850, 1851, 1852, and 1853 (not including repeated Voyages). 



These Returns embrace Vessels belonging to the Channel Islands^ but not Vessels registered in the 

British Plantations. 



1. — RETURN of the Number and Tonnage of Bbitish Rboistbbso Vksssls employed solely as Home- 
Trade Ships in the Years 1849, 1850. 1851, 1852, and 1853, with the Number of Men employed; 
distinguishing Sailing Vessels from Steamers. 





Sailing Vessels. 


Steam Vessebi. 


YEARa 


Number 

of 
VamOi. 


Tonnage. 


Number of 

Men 
employed. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Nnmher of 

Men 
employed. 


1849 

1850 

1861 - . - 

1852 

1853 


9,298 
8,830 
8,898 
8,776 
8,477 


665,726 
666,957 
685,641 
701,803 
689,342 


40,208 
38,527 
36,906 
35,793 
36,051 


312 
320 
368 
358 
374 


54,089 
54,196 
78,820 
66,606 
85,471 


4,442 
4,491 
6.048 
6,182 
6,689 



2.— -RETURN of the Number and Tonnage of British Rboisterbd Vessels employed partly as Home- 
Trade Ships, and partly as Foreign-going Ships, in the Years 1841), 1850, 1851, 1852, and 1853, with 
the Number of Men employed ; distingubhing Sailing Vessels from Steamers. 







Sailing Vessels 


k 




Steam Vessels. 




YEARS. 


Number 




Number of 


Number 




Number of 




of 


Tonnage. 


Men 


of 


Tonnage. 


Men 




VesieU. 




employed. 


Vessels. 




employed. 


1849 


1,897 


28K961 


12.715 


20 


6,539 


262 


1850 


1.487 


222.341 


10,291 


20 


5,298 


396 


1851 ... 


1,489 


242,656 


8,570 


18 


4,926 


282 


1852 


1,063 


147,867 


6,876 


42 


16,244 


944 


1853 - - - 


970 


156,800 


7,134 


28 


7,250 


660 



3.— RETURN of the Number and Tonnage of British Registered Vessels employed solely as Foreign- 
going Ships in the Years 1840, 1850, 1851, 1852, and 1853, with the Number of Men employed ; 
distinguishing Sailing Vessels from Steamers. 





Sailing Vessels. 


Steam Vessels. 


YEARS. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Number of 

Men 
employed. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Number of 

Men 
employed. 


1849 
1850 
1851 
1862 
1853 


6,612 
7.149 
7,277 
7,431 
8,120 


2,040,344 
2,143,234 
2,287,897 
2,365.996 
2,666,685 


91,242 

93,912 

86,801 

103,618 

111,821 


82 

86 

134 

149 

237 


48.693 
46.186 
60.995 
83,369 
125,539 


3,742 
3.813 
4,330 
7,151 
10,270 



4.— AGGREGATE RETURNS, 1, 2, and 3, showing the Total Number of British Registered Vessels 
employed in Trading in, from, and to Great Britain and Ireiandy in the Years 1849, 1860, 1851, 1852, 
and 1853, with their Tonnage and Number of Men. 





SaUing Vessels. 


Steamers.* 


YEARS. 


Number 
of 

Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Number of 

Men 
employed. 


Number 

of 
Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Number of 

Men 
employed. 


1849 . - - 

1850 

lfe51 ... 

1852 . . - 

1853 


17.807 
17,466 
17,664 
17,270 
17,567 


2,988,021 
3,032,532 
3,216.194 
3,216,665 
3,511,827 


144,166 
142,730 
131,277 
146.286 
165,006 


414 
426 
620 
649 
639 


108,321 
104,680 
144,741 
165,219 
218,260 


8,446 

8,700 

10.660 

13,277 

17,519 



* River Steamers are not included in this Return. 
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BWTISH SHIPS EMPLOYED IN THE TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 



5. — TOTAL Sailing Vessels and Steahebs together. 



YEARS. 


Number , 

of 
Vessels. 


Tonnage. 


Number of Men 

employed exclusive 

of Masters. 


1849 


- . . • 


18,221 


3,096,342 


152,61 1 


1850 


- 


17,892 


3,137,212 


151,430 


18dl 


- 


18,184 


3,360,935 


141,937 


1852 


. 


17,819 


3,380,884 


159,563 


1853 


. 


18,206 


3>730,087 


172,525 



Nofet.— Home-trade ships, are ships trading on the coasts of the United Kingdom, or to ports withia the limits of the 
rivers Elbe and Brest : Foreign>going ships are ships trading beyond those limits. 

In the above return of foreign-going ships, it is possible that some ships may be included which have now ceased to exbt, or 
are no longer employed as British ships ; but such vessels have, whenever found possible to ascertain the fiM^ been struck ofl^ 
and in no case has any ship been included which has not been reported as a foreign-going ship within four years. 

No home«trade ship is included which has not been reported within one year. 

In the above returns of men employed, masters are not imluded : a very small deduction ought, however, to be made for the 
case of men who, after being discharged from one ship, join another immediatriy, the former vessd remaining in port. 



General Register and Record Office of Seamen, ) 
Custom House, London, 8 February 1854. | 



•7. H, Brown, R^istrar. 



-r^ 

Ci 



^ 



^ o 



J 











^ 




■^ 

:53 


1 

c 


9 
O 

o 

■i 
1 


c 


G 




i 


a. 


O 


P3 
"A 




a 

? 


1 


s 


C3 


2 








1. 


2 

H 


H 

03 


^ 




!? 


5' 


S 


a 


1 


1 




% 

o 
3 


CO 

s 
2 




J 




2 


5* 




na 




Q 


^^ 


3 


oa 


'S- 




r 


s- -o 








tn 


(t 


•1 




? 




< 


5* 




3 




9. 


P 


& 




3 




GO 


^ 






at 




3 


^mt 


s* 




s;^ 
















s 


o* 










S 


09 


rt 





Digitized by 



Google 



MERCANTILE MARINE FUND. 



18 5 3. 



AN ACCOUNT of the Income and Expenditure under the Mercantile 
Marine Act (1850), and Steam Navigation Act (1851), for the Year 
ending 31 December 1853. — Prepared pursuant to Act 13 & 14 Vict, 
c. 93, and 14 & 15 Vict. c. 79. 



(PRBSJElNTED PUBSUAXT TO ACT OF PARLIAMENT.) 



Ordered, hy The House of Commons, to he Printed, 
12 May 1854. 
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INCOMB AND EXPENDITURE UNDER THE MERCANTILE MARINE ACT (1850% 



AN ACCOUNT of the INCOME and EXPENDITURE under the MERCANTILE MARINE ACT (i860), 



To Balance to 31 December 1862, as shown in preceding Account, being an 
excess of Income over Expenditure ---.--.. 



t. d. 



MERCANTILE MARINE ACT. 

Income derived from Fees, Fines, &;c., received at the several Shipping Offices, 
as detailed in Appendix, page 4, under the following Heads : 



Fees on Examination of Masters and Mates 

Fees on Engagement of Crews . . - . . 

Fees on Discharge of Crews ------ 

Fees on Renewal of Certificates, and Copies of Documents 



* Fines and Forfeitures on Board Ship - - - 

* Penalties inflicted under the Mercantile Marine Act 



£• s. d. 

242 13 8 

67 8 1 



* Note, — ^The Fines and Penalties since 1 October 1863 have been paid to 
the Crown Receiver, to be paid into the Exchequer under the Act 16 & 17 
Vict. c. 131, 



STEAM NAVIGATION ACT. 



To Amount received under the Steam Navigation Act from 1 January 1862 to 
31 December 1853, viz. : 

£. s. d. 

For Fees in 1862 3,108 19 9 

For Penalties in 1862 368 18 9 



For Fees in 1868 - 
For Penalties in 1853 



3,850 10 6 
888 12 1 



Particulars of Balance. 

Cash in the hands of Her Majesty^s Paymaster-general 
,, Net Balances in the hands of Shipping Masters - 



From the above are to be deducted the following Sums, which have 
to be repaid or accounted for, viz. : 

(•) Amount due to " Civil Contingencies," being 
the Balance of 13,000/., temporarily ad- 
vanced by the Treasury to aid in bringing 
the Act into operation, and charged upon 
the growing Income under the Mercantile 
Marine Act ...... 



Q Amount received under the Seamen's Fund 
Winding-up Act for Contributions, and 
Wages and Effects of deceased Seamen 

(a) Amount due to Seamen's Hospital Society - 

Amount for Printed Forms, Log Books, kjd, • 

if) Amount of Income-tax - . 

(*) Amount for Nautical Schools ... 

Amount of Fines and Penalties to be paid into 
the Exchequer received since 1 October 

Mercantile Marine Fund for Lighthouse Duties 
and Ballastage Rates .... 



8,000 - - 



6,849 


12 


1 


1,496 


3 


8 


260 


6 


3 


926 


6 


8 


1,949 


2 


2 



276 16 2 



32,016 7 6 



£. 



£. «. d. 
68,163 2 1 

4,869 8 4 



68,022 10 6 



60,761 13 6 



7,260 17 - 



4,204 9 - 

12,963 - - 

11,480 19 6 

80 18 4 



28,729 1 10 



309 16 9 



(«) These sums have since been paid through Her Majesty's Paymaster-general. 
(*) This is the Balance of the 2,000 h transferred to provide for the Expenses of Nautical Schools. 
Board of Trade, Marine Department,\ 
8 May 1864. J 



3,472 18 6 



3,739 2 7 



£. %. d. 
4,044 1% 11 



29,038 18 7 



7,212 I 1 



40,296 12 7 
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AND STEAM NAVIOATION ACT (1861% FOR TEAR ENDING 31 DEC. 1853. 



and STEAM NAVIGATION ACT (1861), for the Year ending 31 December 1858. 



MERCANTILE MARINE ACT, 

Bj Expenditure under the following Heads, tIz. : 

1st. Expenses op the Naval Department op the 
Board op Trade: 

Salaries of Two Commissioners, at 6002. per annum 
each, for two Quarters, to 81 March 1858 

Salaries of Secretaries, Clerks, &c,, for two Quarters, 
to 81 March 1858 



Note, — ^The above Salaries have been paid since 1st 
April 1858 from the Vote of Parliament for the 
Office of the Privy Council for Trade, &c. 

Postages, Travelling Expenses, and Office Contin- 
gencies -------- 



2d. Expenses of the Shipping Oppices and Local 
Marine Boards: 

Salaries of the Shipping Masters, Examiners, Clerks, 
&c. -•- 

* Remuneration to the Collectors of Customs who act 

as Shipping Masters at the Minor Ports for Services 
for the Year 1852, paid to them through the Com- 
missioners of Customs . . « • . 

* Note* — ^This Payment is discontinued, the Remune- 

ration for these Services being considered as in- 
cluded in their Salaries as Officers of Customs. 

Rent of Offices, Contingencies, Stationery, and Tra- 
velling Expenses ---... 



£« ^ d. 



600 - - 



649 - - 



1,249 - - 



577 16 10 



15,676 17 4 



2,762 - - 



5,785 8 8 



Amount transferred to provide for Expenses of Nautical Schools 



STEAM NAVIGATION ACT. 
Salaries and Fees to Surveyors --..-• 
Costs of Inquiry into Wrecks of Steam Vessels . - . 
Costs of Prosecutions for Infringement of the Act - « . 
Advertisements and Attendance on Arrival of Steam Vessels - 



$. d. 



1,826 16 10 



24,228 
2,000 



- 7 



8,902 12 7 
278 18 10 
498 2 1 
810 4 8 



(«) By Balance (Particulars as on the other side), being the Excess of Income over Expenditure 



£. 



s. d. 



d,049 17 6 



4,984 18 2 



88,084 15 7 
7,260 17 - 



40,296 12 7 



(«) The Sum of 1,3002. hat to be piud oat of this Balance fbr Salaries and Fees to Surveyors to 31 December 1863, under the 
Steam Nayigatioa Act. 



H. R. WUlianu, 

Accountant 
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4 INCOMK AND EXPENPITURE UNBER THE MBECANTILB MARINE ACT (1850), 



APPENDIX explanatory of tho Principal Heads of Incomb and 



INCOME. 



FEES. 



On Examlnatioii 

of 

Matters and 

Mates. 



On 

Engagement 

of Crewa. 



£. t. d. £. s. d. 
Balance in 1852 



894 2 - 



Totals £. 



190 - 

111 6 

1,007 18 

158 16 

109 10 

156 - 

211 15 

277 - 

181 6 

297 - 

171 7 

124 6 

180 17 

49 6 

60 - 

74 10 



4,204 9 - 



980 6 
588 1 
1,012 10 
878 8 
295 14 
895 9 
8,818 14 
144 15 
507 15 
418 7 
514 16 
149 18 

95 4 
214 16 
645 12 
855 7 

99 - 
108 17 
198 16 

89 - 
2,467 1 



On Discharge 
of Crews* 



$. d. 



1,468 4 6 

559 10 6 

974 18 - 

468 19 - 

840 8 6 

649 9 - 

2,998 1 - 

96 9 - 

109 12 - 
46 15 - 
90 16 * 

110 17 - 
47-6 

199 12 - 

260 9 - 

408 2 6 

185 18 6 

150 5 6 

216 14 6 

188 5 6 

2,180 12 - 



On Renewal 

of Certificates, 

&e. 



£. t. d. 



12,968 - - 11,480 19 6 



21 - - 

- 19 4 
1 15 - 

1 17 - 

2 18 - 
14 9 6 

- 12 - 
8 9- 
8 9- 
8 12 - 
1 7 6 

- 6 - 

- 15 - 
8 15 - 
18 6 

- 18 6 

- 9 - 

- 2 6 

18 5 6 



Fines 

and Forfiaitnres 

on 

Board Sliip. 



£. $. d. 



10 2 10 

28 4 9 

8 17 10 

4 15 6 

1 11 8 

4 - - 
82 8 9 

1 6 - 
1 12 6 

8 - - 

m m 

5 4 8 
- 8 11 

46 6 
12 1 10 

6 17 I 
10 7 - 

-- 9 10 

4 16 - 

70 9 5 



Penaltlas 

inflicted under 

the 

Mercantile 

Marine Act. 



£. s. d. 



28 2 8 



TOTAL 
INCOME. 



80 18 4 242 18 8 



2 - - 



16 9 6 



5 - - 

f 19 4 

8 12 - 

5 - - 



9 - - 



67 8 1 



£. *. d. 

4,044 12 11 



8,891 18 1 

1,171 15 7 

1,998 I 4 

841 17 6 

881 10 9 

1,062 16 - 

7,877 11 8 

401 17 6 

786 19 - 

619 11 - 

828 19 - 
588 17 6 

829 - S 
712 6 11 

1,182 18 - 

908 19 2 

876 18 1 

824 4 - 

471 2 4 

806 12 - 

4,690 7 11 



88,088 11 6 



Total - . £, 



7,212 1 1 



40,295 12 7 
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AND STEAM NAVIGATION ACT (1851), FOR YEAR ENDING 31 DEC. 1863. 



ExpBKDiTUREy incladed in the foregoing Aooount. 





OFFICES, &c 


EXPENDITURE. 


EXCESS OF 












/ 


\ 






Salaries. 




Contingencies. 


Total 
Expenditure. 


Income 

aboTc 

Expenditure. 


Expenditore 
aboTe 
Income. 






£. t. 


d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£:. s. d. 
4,044 12 11 


£. $. d. 




Board of Trade (Marinel 
Department) - -J 


1^240 - 


- 


677 16 10 


1,826 16 10 


- 


1,826 16 10 




Port of Londok (Minories) 


2,660 18 


3 


678 9 7 


3,329 2 10 


62 16 3 


— 




- Ditto - (Poplar) 


687 16 


- 


208 14 8 


V 896 9 8 


276 6 11 


— 




. Ditto - (Well-street) - 


773 - 


- 


677 2 10 


1,460 2 10 


642 18 6 


— 




- Ditto - (Limehoase) - 


478 8 


2 


141 13 10 


616 2 - 


226 16 6 


— 




Bristol - - - - 


609 4 


6 


121 7 6 


630 11 11 


200 18 10 


— 




Hull . - . - 


678 - 


- 


116 8 4 


693 8 4 


369 7 8 


— 




Liverpool - . - 


4,170 10 


6 


2,476 12 11 


6,647 8 6 


730 7 10 


— 




Newcastle 


264 16 


- 


86 - 10 


340 16 10 


61-8 


— 




North Shields 


767 - 


- 


122 6 11 


889 6 11 


- 


162 7 11 




South Shields 


368 - 


- 


64 19 -9 


417 19 9 


201 11 8 


— 




SUNDERLANii ... 


461 10 


- 


130 1 1 


681 11 1 


242 7 11 


— 




Plymouth 


363 18 


4 


66 17 8 


429 16 - 


109 1 6 


— 




Aberdeen . . - 


304 11 


- 


108 4 2 


407 16 2 


. 


78 14 6 




Dundee .... 


489 16 


- 


80 1 11 


669 16 11 


142 10 - 


— 




Glasgow .... 


897 7 


6 


176 19 11 


1,073 7 4 


69 6 8 


— 




Greenock ... 


660 7 


6 


72 16 10 


623 3 4 


280 16 10 


— 




Lbith . . - - 


328 10 


- 


86 19 3 


416 9 3 


. 


38 11 2 




Belfast . - . - 


296 - 


- 


83 7 4 


378 7 4 


- 


64 8 4 




Ck>RK .... 


407 10 


- 


67-2 


464 10^2 


6 12 2 


— 




Dublin . • - . 


870 - 


8 


66 4 2 


426 4 10 


- 


119 12 10 




r Minor Ports of the! 
\ United Kingdom . .J 

Total - - - 


2,762 - 


- 


180 14 8 


2,942 14 8 


1,747 13 3 


— 




19,686 17 


4 


6,863 - 1 


26,049 17 6 
2,000 - - 


9,304 - 8 


2,270 6 7 




NAUTICi 


iL Schools 


- 


. 


2,000 * - 




Steam I 


Navigation Act 
Toi 


CAL- . . £. 


4,984 18 2 


2,227 2 11 


— 




11,681 3 7 


4,270 6 7 




33,034 16 7 




7,260 


17 - 
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MERCHANT SEAMEN'S FUND. 



AN ACCOUNT of the Receipt and Expenditure under the Sbabcen's Fund 
Winding-up Act (14 & 16 Vict c. 102), from Ist January to 31st December 
1858 ; with an Account of the Sums Received and Paid for the Wages and 
Effects of deceased Seamen in the Year 1853; together with an explanatory 
Letter from the Board of Trade to the Treasury, dated 22d April 1854. 



Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade, 
Sir, 22 April 1854. 

I AM directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade to 
transmit the enclosed Account of the Receipt and Expenditure, under the 
Seamen's Fund Winding-up Act (14 & 15 Vict. c. 102), for the year ending 
31st December 1853, and to submit^ for the information of the Lords Com* 
missioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, the foljiowing observations and expla- 
nations having reference to the Account^ and to the measures which have been 
adopted since the last Account was transmitted. 

It will be noticed that the sum of Twenty thousand pounds (20,000 /.) appears 
in the Account as received from the Consolidated Fund, in addition to the sum 
voted by Parliament. 

In explanation, I am to observe that this sum was received from the Con- 
solidated Fund, under the 27th and 28th sections of the Seamen's Fund 
Winding-up Act, to provide for the expenditure for the period before the Act 
16 & 17 Vict. c. 131, which directs such provision to be made by an annual Vote 
of Parliament, came into operation. 

The Vote is for the year ending 31st March 1854. The expenditure for the 
quarter, from 1st January to 31st March 1854, will therefore have to be paid for 
out of the balance in hand on the 31st December 1853. 

There are also included in the payments under the head of Salaries and Charges 
of Management^ sundry payments for salaries^ which are now paid out of the Vote 
for the Department of the Board of Trade. 

The sum realised by the sale of the stock and bonds belonging to the Fund is 
One hundred and fifty-nine thousand and fifty pounds, seventeen shillings and 
four-pence (159,050/. 17^. 4^.)' which has been paid into the Exchequer, as 
directed by the 28th section of the Act 16 & 17 Vict. c. 131. 

It was stated in my letter to the Treasury^ under date of 21st July 1853, that 
it had been found necessary to retain for the present the services of several of the 
Secretaries to the Trustees of the Fund : arrangements have now been made at 
NewcasUe, Belfast and the Clyde Ports, to transfer the business wholly to the 
Local Marine Boards, and the secretaries at these ports are therefoi*e no longer 
retained. 

In concluding these arrangements, the following allowances have been made 
to the officers of the Local Marine Boards for the additional duty which has 
devolved upon them : 

Newcastle, 50 1, per annum ; 
Belfast, 20 1, per annum ; 
Glasgow, 40/. per annum. 

These allowances are made subject to reduction, as the business may 

decrease. 

24*2. A The 
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2 ACCOUNT RELATING TO RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE 

The ports at which the secretaries are still retained are Bristol, Plymouth^ 
Liyerpool, Hull^ and Sunderland. 

The arrangements entered into at Bristol and Plymouth were stated in the 
letter of 21st July 1853, above adverted to. 

At Liverpool, where the business to be conducted is considerable, and it is of 
importance that it should be well attended to, an allowance has been made lo 
the secretary of Two hundred and fifty pounds per annum (250 /.), to continue 
until the end of the present year, when it will be subject to a new arrangement. 

At Hull and Sunderland no sum has yet been fixed as an allowance. 

The voluntary contributions received from masters and seamen in 1853, 
amount to Five thousand five hundred and seventy pounds, fifteen shillings 
and one penny (5,570 /. 15 ^. 1 d.) 

The additional contributors in 1853 have been 1,217 masters, and 934 seamen. 

The total number of contributors since the Act came into operation have 
been 8,488, of which a large proportion are masters, the numbers respectively 
being 5,187 masters, and 3,301 seamen. 

After the termination of the present year, no master or seaman who has not 
availed himself of the option of contributing to the Fund, will be permitted to 
do so, as the three years allowed for this purpose by the 43d section ot. the Act will 
then have expired : my Lords have taken measures to make this known to the 
seamen by an extensive distribution of a small pamphlet, showing the advantages 
to be derived from contributing to the Fund, and also by means of handbills ami 
placards. 

At page 6 of the Account, three Statements are given : 

1 • The number and amount of Pensions granted in the year. 

2. The number and amount of Pensions expired in the year. 

8. The number and amount of Pension on the Pension list on the 31st 
December 1853. 

The number of pensions granted in 1853^ as compared with the preceding 
year, has, as was anticipated, increased ; but the aggregate grants of pensions to 
all classes, both in number and amount, are below the annual average of the five 
years preceding 1851 : as respects the particular class of masters' pensions, the 
average has been exceeded. 

With reference to the number and amount of pensions on the pension list, it 
was stated in the letter of 21st July 1853, above referred to, that considerable 
difficulty had been experienced in getting a correct register of the pensioners 
made out, in consequence of the imperfect returns made by the late trustees. 
This will account for the apparent discrepancy in the Statement No. 3, as com- 
pared with the same account for the preceding year. Much pains have been 
taken to make the register complete, and it is believed that the statement of the 
pensions on the Fund on the 3l8t December, as shown in the present Account, is 
very nearly correct. 

My Lords have much pleasure in recording their satisfaction at the results of 
the working of the Act, as respects the wages and effects of deceased seamen. 
They have reason to believe that the relatives now receive a considerable amount 
of wages which formerly was never paid. 

This opinion is founded upon the extraordinary fact, that the amount of 
unclaimed wages, when the Act came into operation, which had accumulated for 
upwards of three years, was under Six thousand five hundred pounds (6,500/.). 
whilst the amount now unclaimed for only two years, viz., 1852 and 1853, 
exceeds Twelve thousand pounds (12,000/). There is no doubt that the law 
which required wages to be paid over to the trustees was frequently evaded, and 
it is but too probable that the wages in many cases never reached the relatives. 

At page 8 an Account is given of the Wages and Effects of deceased seamen. 

The 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF THE MERCHANT SEAMEN^S FUND, 1868. 3 

The cash received in 1853 for 3,469 deceased seamen, exclusive of clothes 
and effects not sold, is Twentv thousand six hundred and Twenty-three pounds, 
five shillings and two-pence (20,623/. 5 8. 2d.). 

The cash paid to 2,015 claimants amounts to Thirteen thousand nine hundred 
and eight pounds, fourteen shillings and ten-pence (13,908/. 14^. 10^.). 

Leaving a balance unclaimed upon the year of Six thousand seven hundred 
and fourteen pounds, ten shillings and four-pence (6,714/. 10 s. 4d.). 

The total unclaimed balance is Sixteen thousand six hundred and seventy-six 
pounds, fourteen shillings and sixpence (16,676/. 14^. 6 c/.). 

By the 27th section of the Act 16 & 17 Vict., cap. 131, the Board of Trade 
are to pay into the receipt of Her Majesty's Exchequer, in such manner as 
the Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury may direct, such portion of this 
unclaimed balance as^ in the opinion of the Board, it is not necessary to retain 
for the purpose of satisfying claims. 

My Lords are of opinion that the sum of Five thousand pounds (5,000 /•) may 
be so paid ; but as the money remains in the hands of Her Majesty's Paymaster- 
general, they submit whether it may not be considered more convenient, for the 
simplification of the Account^ to allow the balance to accumulate in his hands 
until six years have expired, and then to pay into the Exchequer from year 
to year the unclaimed balances for each year as they fall to the Crown under 
the 27tfa section of the Act above referred to. 

I have &c. 

Sir C. E. Trevelyan, k.c.b., (signed) James Booth. 

&0. &c. &c«. Treasury. 
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ACCOUNT RELATING TO RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE 



AN ACCOUNT of the Rbcbipt and Expenditure under the Seambh's 



RECEIPTS. 



Cash. 



To Balance in hand on Ist Jannttry 1858, as shown in the preceding Acconntyl 
to 8l8t December 1862 j 

To Cash received from the late Trustees of the Merchant Seamen's Fund (par.1 
ticultuv shown at page 12 of the preceding Account) j 



To Cash since received for Arrears and Debts - - - • - 

To Cash received for Interest on Stock and Bonds .... 

To Cash received for Contributions from Masters and Sefimen 

To Cash received for the proceeds of the Sale of ^ Stock and BondSyl 
161,821 Ll2t. Id.^^ per contra, which have been realized, and the Amount > 
paid into the Exchequer, as stated on the Ci*edit side of this Account - -J 

To Cash received from the Consolidated Fund for proportion of the Amountl 
paid for Pensions, under the 27th and 28th Sections of the Act - -J 

Note. — Hereafter the whole sum required to pay the Pensions is to be 
provided for by Votes of Parliament, as directed by the Act 
16 k 17 Vict. c. 181, s. 29, passed last Session, and all receipts 
for Contributions or other Monies applicable to the purposes of 
the Fund, will be paid into the Exchequer. 

To Amount of the Vote of Parliament for the year ending 8 Ist March 1854 



£. 



£r s. d. 

1,187 8 5 

1,614 15 8 

128 6 

5,680 1 6 

5,570 15 1 

150,050 17 4 

20,000 - - 



70,600 - - 



263,776 19 



Stock Mdl Bonds. 



£. s. d. 
161,821 12 1 



161,821 12 1 
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OF THE MERCHANT SEAMEN*S FUND, 1853. 



Fund Winbuto-up Act, from 1st January to 3l8t December 1858. 



PAYMENTS. 



BrSale of Stock and Bonds, 161,821/. 12 «. Id., the proceeds of which,! 
160,060 L 17 f. 4 d^ have been paid into the Exchequer, as directed by the v 
Act 16 & 17 Vict c. 181, s. 28 J 



Bj Amonnt paid for Pensions, including the sam of 614 /. 10«.,1 
granted bj waj of Annuity to the late Officers of the I 
Trustees, whose offices were abolished ... .J 

By Amount paid for Commutation of Pensions - - • 



£. t. d. 
60,898 - 8 

4,689 7 - 



By Clash paid to Seamen's Hospital Society for four quarters to 80th September! 
1868, under Ae 61st Section of the Act •....- -J 

Note. — No further payment is to be made to the Seamen's Hospital 
Society, a gross sum (2,861 /. 6 «•) havine been paid in lieu of 
this annual allowance, out of the Consolidated Fund, as directed 
by the Act 16 & 17 Vict. c. 181, s. 80. 



By Amount paid for Salaries and Charges of Management 



By Amount paid, for Compensation for loss of Office, to the Officers of the 
late Trustees 



By Balance in hand on 8l8t December 1868 • - 

Particulars of the abovb Balakcb. 
Cash in the hands of Her Majesty's Paymaster-general 



} 



Amount due from the Meroautile Marine Fund for Yolun-! 
tary Contributions and Wages, and Effects of deceased > 
Seamen --.---.--J 



Less for Balance owing to the Secretary-at-l 
War, for Amount paid for iPensions and \ 
Expenses to the 81st December 1868 -J 



Less for Amount owing to the Officers of 
the late Trustees 



Less for Balance of Wases and Effects ofl 
deceased Seamen, as shown at page 8 •/ 



£• i, d. 

18,828 8 9 



291 7 8 



16,676 14 6 



£ t. d. 
69,868 16 11 



6,888 6 11 



66,707 1 10 



86,296 10 11 



80,410 10 11 



CMh. 



£. i. d. 

169,060 17 4 



66,082 7 8 



660 - - 



7,206 16 3 

1,477 8 7 

80,410 10 11 



£. 



263,776 19 9 



Stock and Boodf. 



£. s. d. 

161,821 12 1 



161,821 li 1 



Board of Trade, 22 A.prtl 1864. 



James Sooth. 



H. R. WilliaffU, 

Accountant. 
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ACCOUNT RELATING TO RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE 



STATEMENT of the Number and Amount of the whole of the Pbksion, and of each Class of 

Pensions, Granted in the Year 1858. 



CLASS OF PENSIONERS. 



Rate of 
Pension. 



Namber. 



Amount. 



Masters 
Seamen 

Widows of Masters 
Widows of Seamen 
Children of Masters 
Children of Seamen 



£. i. 

6 16 

8 8 

4 8 

2 4 

2 4 

1 2 



228 
868 
266 
668 
898 
826 



2,784 



£. i. 

1,660 8 

1,284 4 

1,126 8 

1,469 12 

864 12 

908 12 



7,168 16 - 



STATEMENT of the Number and Amount of the whole of the Pensions, and of each Ci*ass 

of Pensions, Expired in the Year 1868. 



Number. 



181 
371 
199 
697 
888 
988 



2,619 



CLASS OF PENSIONERS. 



Masters 

Seamen ..----- 
Widows of Masters - - - . - 

Widows of Seamen 

Children of Masters 

Children of Seamen - - - - - 



Aggregate Amoont 
of Pennone. 



£. t. (L 

672 16 4 

1,186 10 11 

602 8 6 

1,888 18 - 

604 4 10 

991 14 4 



6,241 11 11 



STATEMENT of the Number of Pensioners npon the Fund on the 8l8t TXececnber 1863 j 
distingnishing between Men, Women, and Children, and between difierent Scales of Pensions^ 
and the Total Amount of Pensions of each Class. 



Number. 



1,296 
4,069 
3,768 
8,694 
2,961 
6,648 



26,806 



CLASS OF PENSIONERS. 



Masters - - 

Seamen ---.--- 

Widows of Masters 

Widows of Seamen 

Children of Masters 

Children of Seamen 

£. 



Aggregate Amount 
of Pensions. 



£. s. d. 

6,698 6 10 

13,041 4 8 

12,217 13 10 

17,148 19 7 

4,810 1 4 

6,719 9 - 



69.630 16 3 
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OF THE MERCHANT SEAMEN'S FUND, 1853. 



AN ACCOUNT of the Propbrty and Monies held by the Trustbes of the HsRCHiLKT 
Seamen's Fund, at the nndeivmentioDed Ports, for Special Purposes distinct from the 
General Purposes of the Fund, and the Receipt and Expenditure for the same, for the 
Year 1858. 



Sunderland 



Rje 



Boston 



Scarborough 



Whitbj - 



Lirerpool 



Freehold Ground in the Assembly Garth, whereon are built sereral 
Houses and a Seamen's Hall ; also 18 honses in Trafidgar-square, 
Sunderland, subject to a ground-rent of 5t per annum. 

Cash received for Rent of 12 s. per annum from the Inmates, 
7lL lOs. 6d. 

Cash paid for Ground-rent, Insurance, Repairs, Water Rate 
and Sundries, 74/. 17 «. AcL 

Balance due to the Trustees, 8/. 6 s. 10 d. 



Three Leasehold Cottages, subject to a ground-rent of 13 s. 4d. per 
annum. 



Nine Almshouses. 

Cash received for Rent from the Inmates, 8/. 

Cash paid for Insurance, Water Rate and Painting, 7/. 18«. 

Balance in the hands of the Trustees, 7 s. 



Sixty-seven Dwellings, or Buildings, called the Seamen's Hospital 
and Trinity House. 

Bequest of 887/., 8^/. per Cent Annuities. 

Cash received for Dividends, 26 L Bs. 2d. 

Cash paid to Inmates of the Houses, 17/. 17 s.; Repairs, Insur* 
ance and Expenses, 15/. IBs. lid.; together, 881 16 s. lid. 

Balance due to the Trustees, 7/. 7 s, 9d. 



Fifty tenements, called Seamen's Hospita^|Qouses. 

Bequest of 800/., 8 per Cent Consols. 

Also, 180/. Is. 2</., 8^ per Cent Annuities. 

Cash received for Bent and Dividends, 22/, I9s. Ad. 

Cash paid Balance to 1862, owing to Trustees, 6/. es. 6d.i 
Insurance, Repairs, and Coals distributed to Inmates, 
14/. Us. Sd.; together, 19/. IBs. 2d. 

Balance in the hands of the Trustees, 8/. Is. 2d. 



1,600/. Bonds of the Corporation of the Town of Uverpool received 
from the Committee or the Nelson Fund. 

Cash received. Interest on Bonds, and last year's balance, 98^ 

Cash paid to 18 Masters, 10 Widows, and one Orphan of 
Seamen, 71/. lOs. 

Balance in the hands of the Trustees* 26/. lOs. 



342. 
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8 PAPERS RELATING TO THE MERCHANT SEAMEN'S FUND, 1853. 



WAGES AND EFFECTS OF DECEASED SEAMEN. 



ACCOUNT of the Sums received from 1st Jannarj to tbe 8 let December 1868, for the Wages 
and Effbcts of Dscbasbd Sbimen, and of the Payments made for the same Period. 



Balance in hand on dlst December 1862, as shown in the preceding Account : 

Received before Isi January 1862 .... £.4,416 6 11 
„ since 1st January 1862 .... 5,906 17 8 



Amount received in 1868 from the Masters of Vessels, and from the Collectors 
of Customs in the Colonies, and from Her Majesty's Consuls abroad, for 
Wages and Effects of 3,469 deceased Seamen 



Amount paid in 1868 to the Relatives and Representatives of 2,016 deceased 
Seamen ---.•.--.-.-- 



Balance remaining unclaimed on 8l8t December 1868 



. £. 



£. s. d. 



10,822 4 2 



20,268 6 2 



80,686 9 4 
18,908 14 10 



16,676 14 6 



Board of Trade,! 
22 April 1854. J 



H. B. WiiUams, 

Acco\M&D% 



James Sooth, 
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STEAM VESSELS. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated lo February 1854 j-^/br, 



A RETURN, ^in a Tabulab Fobm, of the whole of the Stejlh Vessbls Registered in the United Kin|(dom between the Ist day of 
January 1852, and the 1st day of January 1854 ; stating, in separate Columns, the following Particulars : 1. Vessels' Names ; 
2. Port of Registry ; 8. Date of Registiy ; 4. Registered Owners ; 5. Dimensions of Vessels in Length and Breadth ; 6. Tonnage 
(exclusire of Engine Room), and Gross Tonnage, when practicable ; distinguishing Vesseb built of Iron, and also Vesseb having 
Screw PropellerB ; and giving the Aggregate Number of Vessels and Amount of Tonnage (in continuation of Parliamentary 
Paper, No. 219, of Session 1852).'' 





Port of 


Date of 




DIMENSIONS 




TONN 


FAGE. 


















VESSBLS' NAMES. 






REGISTERED OWNERS. 










Ezduaire 


GlOM 


- 




RsgUtry. 


Registry. 




Length. 


Breadth. 


of 

as 




















Tonnage. 












F^et. 


10^. 


FM. 


10^. 








Mahina - - 


London 


29 May 1826 


J. W. Whitfield - - 


58 


Oin. 


15 


9 in. 


39 


^^ 




EoCerpriM 


»» • " 


17 July - 


T.S. Crosbie - - - 


149 


5 in. 


26 


6in. 


318 


_ 


. 


B«Tolation - - 


>f " " 


16 May 1833 


Earl of Dnndonald - 


45 


6in. 


7 


2in. 


7 


.. 




John and Richard 


»» " • 


15 June - 


J.Irwin . - . - 


54 


llin. 


12 


8 in. 


18 


.. 




Jardine - 


f» " " 


17 Feb. 1835 


Alexander Grant 


81 


6 in. 


17 


lin. 


58 


_ 




Greenwich 


f» • " 


30 April - 


- - Greenwich Steam Packet 
Company. 


122 


3in. 


15 


lin. 


96 


— 




BeaTer . . - 


»> " " 


20 May - 


Hudson Bay Company 


101 


4 in. 


20 


Oin. 


109 


— . 




Vestal . - - 


»> " - 


9 June - 


Trinity Company 


130 


6 in. 


21 


Oin. 


173 


... 




Dolphin - - - 


f» • " 


25 June - 


W. Richer - - - 


125 


3in. 


15 


6in. 


105 


— . 




City of Canterbury • 


>» - - 


2i Mar. 1836 


- - Heme Bay Steam Packet 
Company - - - - 


156 


Otha. 


21 


Otha. 


155 


259 




City of Hamburg 


f» • " 


6 May - 


- - General Steam NaTigation 
CompauT. 


160 


5 


23 


8 


333 


518 




John Bull - . . 


»» • - 


13 May - 


- - ditto 


164 


9 


25 


8 


345 


591 




Harlequin 


»f - - 


17 May - 


- - ditto - - - 


138 


1 


22 


4 


185 


315 




Tooriat - - - 


»> " - 


18 May - 


- • ditto 


136 





20 


4 


112 


257 




CaledonU. - - 


»f - - 


18 May - 


- - ditto 


178 





26 


9 


423 


706 




Ramona ... 


» - - 


27 May - 


- - ditto 


148 


8 


22 





178 


356 




City of London - 


>» - - 


13 June - 


- - ditto ... 


126 





19 





104 


213 




Menai - 


»» - • 


27 June - 


- - diito 


123 


5 


18 


9 


136 


263 




BeUast - - - 


»» - - 


22 July - 


- - ditto . - - 


114 


7 


18 


2 


110 


204 




Giralfo - - - 


>» • " 


2 Aug. - 


. - ditto 


142 





22 


8 


232 


410 




Dart - - * 


»f • • 


ISept. - 


- - ditto ... 


129 


7 


20 


3 


145 


247 




Magnet • - 


»f • - 


19 Oct. - 


- . ditto ... 


139 


1 


21 


2 


166 


296 




Clarence - - - 


>f ■ • 


25 Oct. - 


- - ditto 


178 





27 





426 


766 




Atalanto . - - 


>» • " 


2 Dec. - 


East India Company - 


170 





25 


1 


390 


682 




Pame - - - 


»f • • 


26 Jan. 1837 


- - General Steam NaTigation 

Company. 

-•Woolwich Steam Packet 


150 


1 


21 


2 


172 


294 




Arid . - - 


>» " " 


12 Mar. 1838 


114 


5 


15 


7 


53 


100 


iron. 








Company. 
















Wear . - - 


>» " " 


21 Mar. - 


• -Thames Steam Towing 

Company. 

- - ditto ... 


67 


7 in. 


16 





33 


— 




Thames - - . 


If ■ " 


21 Mar. - 


64 


6 


12 


8 


. 24 


53 




Minerva - - - 


»f * • 


1 June - 


W. Joyce - . - - 


98 


4 


10 


5 


29 


59 




E.gte - - - 


f» ■ " 


2 Aug. - 


- - Eagle Steam Packet Com. 
pany. 


128 


4 


14 


7 


87 


128 




Falcon - - - 


jt * " 


2 Aug. - 


- - ditto 


128 


4 


14 


9 


88 


129 




Rainbow - - • 


»» " " 


15 Sept. - 


- - General Steam NaTigation 

Company. 

East India Company - 


185 





24 


2 


263 


407 


irom 


Kilkenny - - - 


If " " 


6 Feb. 1839 


174 


4 


24 


4 


377 


684 




Water Hen 


ff * " 


11 Feb. - 


J. Aldens .... 


55 


2 


9 





12 


22 




Leith 


»f " ■ 


26 Feb. - 


-. General Steam NaTigation 


182 





27 


2 


568 


907 




Thittle - - . 


j» " * 


30 Mar. - 


Company. 

W. Joyce . - - - 


83 


5 


10 


4 


23 


61 




Vesper - . - 


>» ■ " 


1 April - 


James Ross ... 


80 


4 


11 


1 


27 


42 




Ocean - - . 


»» " " 


17 April - 


• - General Steam NaTigation 

Company. 

- . GraTesend New Steam 


179 





23 


2 


276 


464 




Vesper - - - 


f> • " 


19 April - 


152 


8 


17 


2 


100 


167 










Packet Company. 
















Daylight - 


i> " * 


27 April - 


- - London, Westminster and 
Vauxball Steam Packet Com- 


82 


4 


13 


5 


30 


51 


iroa. 


Starlight - 


tt ^ '" 


27 April - 


pany. 

- - ditto 


82 





13 


7 


30 


51 


iron. 


Twilight - 
Moonlight - - 


ft " . * 


27 April - 


- - ditto . - - 


82 





13 


5 


30 


51 


iron. 


»f • " " 


29 April - 


- - ditto 


81 


5 


13 


7 


30 


48 


iron. 


Bnaegroom • • 


»» " " 


15 July - 


- - ditto 


93 


5 


13 


6 


35 


55 


iron. 


Bride - . - 


ff " * 


15 July - 


- - ditto . . - 


92 


5 


13 


6 


34 


53 




Bridemaid . - 


»» " " 


14 Sept - 


- - ditto ... 


89 





13 


6 


27 


47 




Water Fly 


>» " " 


19 June - 


J. S.W. Weminck - - 


49 


8 


12 


2 


15 


31 




Plato ... 


tt '" " 


9 Oct. - 


Ditchbnm and Mare - 


145 





25 


2 


176 


287 




Princess - . 


f> " * 


29 Oct. - 


WiUUmBird - 


91 


2 


13 


6 


43 


62 




Queen . - - 


>» * ■ 


11 Not. - 


East India Company - 


172 





28 


9 


410 


760 




EcUpae - - - 


If " " 


28 Not. - 


James Ross • . - 


85 


3 


12 


2 


41 


58 




Queen Victoria - 


f J * " 


6 Dec - 


WilHamLyon - - - 


83 


6 


10 


9 


35 


52 




Vmd . . 


»» • ■ 


26 Feb. 1840 


James Ross - - - 


95 


8 


13 


8 


52 


68 




Argus - - - 


»f " ■ 


13 April - 


Trinity (Company 


128 





19 


4 


158 


280 




Kymph . . - 


.. - . 


20 April - 


Woolwich Company - 


112 


4 


14 


8 


61 


99 
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NUMBER AND NAMES OF RSOISTERED 8TEAM VESSELS 



Rbtukn of Steam VoMda B^giitered in tiie United Kingdom, Stc^-^^onHmued, 





FMoT 


Date of 




DIMENSIONS. 


TONNAGE. 








1 












VESSELS' NAMES. 








REGISTERED OWNERS. 










ExdnsiTe 


GroM 

Tonnage. 






Regirtry. 


Registry. 




Lengtii. 


Bieadth. 


of 
Engine 
Room. 














Feet. 


lO***. 


FM. 


lO***. 








Seahone - - - 


London 


8 July 


1840 


B.B^d - - - - 
J. &F. Napier . - - 


156 




22 


8 


243 


439 




Etiflpae - • - 


»f - - 


3Ang. 


- 


149 




18 


6 


79 


153 


iron. 


MajrBtli - - • 


»r • " 


18Avg. 


— 


R.B«^ . . . . 


134 




21 





143 


296 




Lota^ - . . 


ft • - 


27Ang. 


. 


M*Ghie&Co. - . - 


83 




13 


4 


37 


55 




Anrora - - - 


ft " " 


9 Not. 


- 


JohnPenrin - - - 


80 




11 


1 


26 


41 




Sir Edward Banki - 


»» " 


26 Jan. 


1841 


-. General Steam NaTigation 
Company. 


151 




19 


7 


180 


322 




Iberia - - - 


»t " " 


19 May 


> 


Peninaolar and Oriental 


155 




24 


2 


302 


516 




Onaea Victoria - 


f» " ■ 


21 Jnne 


. 


WiOum Giles - 


88 




12 


7 


27 


46 




Bod^ - 


»T • • 


10 Sept. 


- 


J. &F. Napier . - - 

- . General Steam NaTigation 


124 





17 


9 


40 


93 


irau 


VlTid - - . 


fl * ■ 


20 Not. 


. 


156 


9 


22 


1 


228 


428 












Company. 
















Lady Mary Wood - 


»» " " 


19 Jan. 


1842 


--Peninaolar and Oriental 
Steam NaTigation Company. 


160 


8 


25 


5 


297 


554 




Satellite - - - 


f» " ■ " 


26 Jan. 


— 


- • GraTeaend New Steam 
Packet Company. 


136 





16 


4 


85 


124 




Prince of Wales- - 


,» " " 


5 April 


- 


S.H.Stewart - - - 


100 


5 


13 


4 


60 


83 




Trident - - - 


ft " " 


25Jone 


— 


- . General Steam NaTigation 
Company. 


192 


7 


2S 


7 


645 


971 




Cokimbine - - 


f» * " 


15 July 


- 


- - ditto - . - 


154 





22 


4 


241 


393 




IileofThanet - 


l» * " 


23 July 


. 


J. & F.Napier - . - 
- - Peninralar and Oriental 


172 


6 


20 


2 


117 


170 


ilOD. 


Hindostan - - 


»» ■ " 


SSept. 


. 


217 


6 


35 


8 


971 


2,017 












Steam NaTigation Company. 
















Taffoa ... 


ft * " 


70ct. 


- 


. - ditto ... 


182 


1 


26 





497 


782 




fS7 - - - 


ft " • 


20 Oct. 


- 


- - Woolwich Steam PMket 
Company. 


114 


5 


14 


4 


57 


93 




Naiad - - - 


,, " " 


21 Oct. 


- 


- . ditto ... 


114 





14 


3 


71 


104 




Syren - - - 


ft * " 


21 Oct 


. 


- . ditto - - - 


88 


6 


11 


9 


32 


47 




Niobe 


ft ^ " 


25 Oct. 


. 


- - ditto ... 


88 


6 


11 


9 


31 


46 




Witch . - - 


>f " " 


27 Oct. 


. 


- . ditto ... 


108 





13 





40 


62 




Sylph - . . 


ff " " 


28 Oct. 


- 


. - ditto ... 


99 


3 


11 


6 


54 


81 




VenezaeU - 


»f " " 


28 Oct. 


- 


. . General Steam NaTigation 
Company. 


133 


9 


18 


4 


202 


308 




Hardy 


ff ■ " 


28 Not. 


- 


J. Nicholson . - - 


104 


5 


14 


3 


54 


90 




BoghosBey 


f» " " 


29 Not. 


- 


T. Waghom - - - 


49 





8 


5 


7 


12 




Grey Mare Meg 


ff " * 


10 Oct 


- 


Joshua Collingt and others - 


72 


4 


15 


6 


14 


71 




Victory - - - 


ff " " 


11 April 1843 


J. Nicholson . . . 


100 


6 


14 


8 


68 


105 




Nekon - 


ff * " 


11 April 
19 May 


- 


- - ditto ... 


102 


6 


14 


5 


51 


90 




Little Western - 


»» " " 


- 


- - General Steam NaTigation 


198 





25 


5 


292 


431 












Company. 
















Bentinck ... 


ff * • 


24 Jane 


~ 


• - Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam NaTigation Company. 


217 


I 


36 





941 


1,974 




Magician - - • 


ff " ■ 


9Ad«. 


" 


-. General Steam NaTigation 
Company. 


146 


9 


20 





96 


175 




Royal Charter - 


ff * " 


19 Oct 


- 


P. Bolt - - - - 


80 


4 


17 


1 


65 


105 




fiddler . • - 


ff " " 


20 Not. 


• 


Rd.Satcltffe . - - 


69 


5 


16 


S 


20 


78 




Wortzberg 


ff " " 


21 Not. 


• 


J. Penn - . - - 


149 





12 


9 


109 


136 




Monarch - - - 


ff " ' 


21 Not. 


. 


W.Watkins . - . 


64 


10 in. 


13 


Ufai. 


26 


_ 




Beacon - - - 


ff ■ " 


16 Mar. 


1844 


Trinity Company 


112 


3til8. 


19 


$tka. 


101 


199 




London ... 


ff " " 


6 April 


— 


. - Thames Steam Towing 
Company. 


84 


5 


15 


5 


41 


98 




Samson ... 


ff " " 


15 April 


. 


- . ditto ... 


84 





15 


9 


34 


88 




Lbn- . . - 


ff " " 


16 April 


. 


. . ditto 


84 


6 


15 


8 


34 


89 




Unity - . - 


ff ■ * 


. 


. • ditto - - • 


71 


6 


15 


8 


12 


56 






ft " " 


13 Jane 


— 


. . PMinsalar and Oriental 
Steam NaTigation Company. 


229 


6 


S3 


5 


1«133 


1,817 






t» • " 


24Jaly 


"- 


Coospany. 


95 


8 


18 


4 


49 


139 




Victory - 


ff " * 


23Jaly 


- 


- . ditto ... 


82 


2 


16 


1 


28 


86 




Soater Johnny - 


f* " * 


25 Jaly 


- 


- - ditto - • - 


82 


7 


15 


8 


37 


86 




CaledonU - - - 


ff " " 


25 July 


- 


. . ditto 


84 


2 


15 


8 


42 


96 




TamO'Shanter- 


ff - - 


26 Jaly 


- 


- . ditto ... 


76 





^15 


6in. 


40 


... 




Sir William Wallace - 


ff " 


26 Joly 


. 


. - ditto . - - 


98 


1 


17 


9tha. 


47 


128 




Matrimony 


ff • " 


22 Oct 


^ 


. - London, Westminster and 
Vauxhall Steam Boat Com- 


95 





13 


4 


37 


55 


iron. 


Bachelor - • - 


f - - 


22 Oct. 


_ 


pany. 

. . ditto 


02 





13 


5 


38 


55 


iron. 


Bragansa • - - 


f, " " 


25 Oct. 


- 


- - Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam NsTi^tion CompanT. 


188 


5 


24 


8 


571 


856 




Tay ... . 


ff " " 


31 Oct 


" 


- . Royal MaU Steam Packet 
Company. 


214 


5 


S3 


5 


1,141 


1,858 




TcTiot . - . 


ff • " 


29 Not. 


- 


- - ditto - . - 


214 


2 


S3 


7 


1,122 


1,793 




New Unity - - 


ff " " 


INOT. 


- 


Thomas Petley and others - 


83 


3 


16 


7 


35 


94 




Waterman, No. 1 


ff " " 


19 Feb. 


1845 


. - Waterman Steam Packet 
Company. 


105 





13 


5 


£3 


74 


>«. 


Waterman, No. 2 


fl " " 


19 Feb. 


- 


. - ditto ... 


106 


4 


13 


5 


40 


61 


iron. 


Waterman, No. 3 


•f " * 


19 Feb. 


- 


- . ditto ... 


105 





13 





47 


73 


iron. 


Waterman, No. 4 


ff " " 


19 Feb. 


- 


. . ditto ... 


105 


6 


12 


7 


47 


70 


iron. 


Waterman, No. 5 


ff " ■ 


19 Feb. 


- 


. - ditto - - - 


106 


8 


13 


3 


37 


62 


iron. 


Waterman, No. 6 


ff * ■ 


19 Feb. 


- 


- - ditto 


106 


5 


12 


5 


40 


61 




Waterman, No. 8 


If - - 


19 Feb. 


- 


- - ditto ... 


100 





13 


2 


33 


54 


iroB. 


Waterman, No. 9 


ff " " 


19 Feb. 


- 


. - ditto . - . 


107 





14 


S 


48 


69 


iron. 


Waterman, No. 10 - 


t* • " 


19 Feb. 


- 


- - ditto ... 


106 





13 


1 


41 


62 




Waterman, No. 11 • 


ff - • 


19 Feb. 


- 


. - ditto ... 


107 





13 


4 


54 


77 


iron. 


Waterman, No. 12 • 


ff • " 


19 Feb. 


~ 


. - ditto 


116 


5 


13 


5 


64 


86 


iron. 



Digitized by 



Google 



IK THE UNITED KIVODOH, OH THE l8T JAVUA&T 1854. 



BxruBir oT Stotm YmmIb T?i%htiniil ia tiw Uidted 



VESSELS' NAMES. 



Fort of 
Rcgistrj* 



Date of 
Regiftrj. 



REGISTERED OWNERS. 



DIBCENSIONS. 



T 



Length. 



Breftdtb* 



TONNAGE. 



EzdiuiTe 

of 
Engine 
Room. 



GroM 

Tonnage. 



Reindeer « 

Mercory • 

Triton 

Tom Bowline 
Medway • 
Achilles • 

Madrid - 
India 
William JoUiffe 

Samson • 

Heme o 

Lass o' Gowne 
Meteor 

Watenritch 

Father Thames 

Trinity 
Joseph Somes 

Erin 

Innisfail ^ 
Emanuel • 
Haddbgton 

Times 
SybU 

Ariel 
Dryad 

City of Boulogne 
Pekin 

Lord CoOingwood 
Conway 

ftralPry 

City of Glasgow 

Sir William Wallace 
Prince George - 

Royal Tar 
Star • 

Thomas Petley - 
Pkcha 

Highland Maid . 
Free Trade 

Tonbridge • 

Ondine 

Jnpiter 

Citizen (M.) . 
Citizen (G.) 
Citizen (K.) • 
Citiaen (A.) - 
Citizen (E.) 
Citizen (J. 
Citizen (E 
Citizen \^ 
Citizen (U.) 
Citizen (L.) 
Citizen (F.) 
Citizen (D.) 
Kent 
Essex 
Oriental . 

Dongal - 

liocomotire 
Lord Warden 

Malta 



141. 



i(C.) 



9 April 1845 

16 May - 

I Ang. - 

20 Aug. - 

29 Ang. - 

11 Oct. - 

7 Not. - 

13 Dec. - 

27 Not. - 



1846 



1847 



15 Dec 
20 Jan. 

23 Jan. 

30 Jan. 

8 May 

3 Jane 

10 Ang. 
5 Aug. 

19 Aug. 

31 Ang. 

4 Sept. 
17 Not. 

31 Dec 

5 Jan. 

5 Jan. 
5 Jan. 

7 Jan. 
26 Jan. 



22 Feb. - 
31 March - 

24 April - 

13 May - 

13 May - 

13 May - 

22 May - 

29 May - 

19 June 
1 July 

3 July - 

31 Aug. - 

6 Not. - 

19 Not. - 
14 Jan. 1848 

24 Jan. - 

24 Jan. - 

24 Jan. - 

24 Jan. - 

24 Jan. - 

24 Jan. - 

24 Jan. - 

24 Jan. * 

24 Jan. - 

24 Jan. -* 

24 Jan. - 

24 Jan. - 

1 Feb. - 

1 Feb. - 

17 Feb. - 

24 Feb. - 

25 Feb. - 
5 April - 

13 Mar. - 



- - Royal Man Steam Paeket 
Company. 

--General Steam Narigation 
Company. 

- - ditto - - - 
J. Stewart - 

George MUes ... 

- - Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam NaTigation Company. 

- - ditto 

- - ditto 

- - General Steam Narigation 
Company, 

- - Trustees of Ram%ate 
Harbour. 

. - Heme Bay Steam Packet 

Company. 

Tliomas Petley and others - 

• - GraTcsend Star Steam 
Packet Company. 

• - General Steam NaTigation 
Company. 

• • Heme Bay Steam Packet 
Company. 

J. Petley and others - 

- - Thames Steam Towing 
Company. 

- - Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam NaTigation Company. 
T.Pope - . - - 
O. Parry - . - - 
-- Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam NaTigation Company. 
John Penn - - - 

- - Woolwich Steam Packet 
Company. 

- - ditto . - - 

- - ditto - . - 

J. Hopkinson . - - 

- - Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam NaTigation Company. 
Tliomas Petley and others - 

- - Royal Mall Steam Packet 
Cooopany. 

W. Watkins - - - 
J. Hopkinson ... 

- - ditto ... 

- - ditto - . . 

John Penn ... 

- - General Steam NaTigation 
Company. 

Thomas Petley and others - 

• - Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam NaTigation Company. 
D. Barker - ' - 

- - Continental Cattle Steam- 
ship Company. 
Frederick Partridge - 

£. Baldwin 

-• Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Packet Company. 
City Steamboat Company - 

- ditto . . • 
• ditto - . • 

- ditto . . - 

- ditto ... 

- ditto . - - 
. ditto ... 

- ditto . • - 
. ditto . - - 

- ditto 
. ditto . . • 

- ditto ... 
Dauel WaAdingtoA • 

- - ditto ... 
. - Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Packet Com p any. 

- - Caledoniaii Staam Tovhug 
Company. 

Wm. B. Steel . - - 
Wm.WatkiM . - - 

- - PeniuMUar md Oriental 
Steam Packet Comfaaj. 



A 2 



155 4 

157 8 



163 
93 
91 

205 

163 
183 
143 

83 

168 

71 
170 

156 

139 

85 
89 

199 

128 

80 

217 

139 
114 

112 
117 

135 
214 

71 

186 

80 
136 

128 
136 

119 
159 

89 
160 



99 
94 
103 
94 
94 

loa 

94 
M 

95 

103 

94 

94 

78 

78 

220 



101 
100 
205 





3 


5 




4 

7 

6 
5 


4 

7 
6 

2 


2 




66 2 

143 5 

70 2 

147 2 

158 2fai. 



5 


& 


5 
• 

5 
5 


5 
5 




76 S 



Feet. 
23 

19 

23 
16 
13 
27 

23 
26 
20 

16 

20 

15 
18 



18 

16 
15 



22 
10 
33 

20 
13 

14 
13 

20 
29 

15 



15 
20 

18 
16 

13 
19 

16 
26 

13 
22 

11 
18 
25 

II 

13 
12 
13 
13 
12 
13 
13 
13 
12 
13 
13 
15 
14 
33 

14 

11 
17 
3^ 



10«». 

1 



27 6 



lin. 
6ths. 
3 

2 
5 



5 

7 

4 

4 

5 
5 


8 

8 

4 

6 
5 



8 

4 
4 


5 

4 
3 
4 
4 
3 
4 
4 
5 
5 
4 
4 


5 



3 




830 

170 

204 
55 
53 

587 

315 
501 
197 

31 

157 

23 
114 

276 

98 

36 
40 

533 

169 

26 

1,167 

119 
58 

61 
60 

217 
759 

22 

679 

43 
159 

102 
90 

54 
167 

43 
330 

18 
277 

13 
101 



38 
42 
58 
42 
42 
58 
42 
42 
40 
58 
42 
42 
40 
40 
1,103 

37 

42 
43 

777 



554 

252 

357 

109 

88 

992 

479 
870 
311 

90 

259 

67 
174 

481 

153 

103 
99 

798 



45 
1,648 

191 

82 

95 
82 

313 
1,182 

67 
929 

82 
253 

195 
152 

92 
231 

108 
592 

49 
341 

41 
171 



53 
60 
75 
60 
60 
75 
60 
60 
57 
75 
60 
60 
68 
66 
1,787 

76 

61 

107 

1,218 



iron, 
iron. 



uron. 
iron. 



iron. 



iron. 



iron, 
iron, 
iron, 
iron, 
iron, 
iron, 
iron, 
iron, 
iron, 
iron, 
iron, 
iron. 



ifOB. 
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KUMBBR AND NAMES OF U£GIST£RBD STEAM VESSELS 





RmimN of Steam VwMb Re^stered in the United Kingdom 










POTtof 


Date Of 




DIMENSIONS 


• 


TONNAGE. 












1 








VESSELS' NAMES. 






REGISTERED OWNERS. 










EzdusiTe 


Grots 
Tonnage. 






Ragistry. 


Registry. 




Length. 


Breadth. 


of 
Engine 
Room. 






- 






F^t. 


10"'. 


Feei. 


lO***. 








Canton ... 


London 


9 June 1848 


. . Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Navigation Company. 


172 


7 


21 


4 


218 


348 


iron. 


Cambria ... 


n - 


29 July - 


- - Chester and Holyhead 
Railway Company. 


207 


5 


26 


8 


328 


590 


iron. 


Anglia . . . 


w - • 


29 July - 


190 





26 


2 


254 


473 


iron. 


WUbcrfdroe - - 


w • " 


21 Sept. - 


. - General Steam Navigation 
Company. 


169 


4 


23 


6 


344 


610 




Albion . . 


ft ' 


6 Oct. - 


. - ditto - . - 


174 





23 


2 


237 


366 


iron. 


EarlofAackland - 


f» * ■ 


25 Oct. - 


- General Screw Steam Ship- 
ping Company. 


147 





24 





201 


296 


iron. 


Hibernia . - - 


M * 


22 Nov. - 


- . Chester and Holyhead 
Railway Company. 


197 


3 


25 


6 


369 


573 




Fly ... . 


»f • " 


2 Dec. - 


Edward Austm ... 


86 





12 


10 hi. 


54 


-. 




Alfred . . - 


If " ■ 


27 Dec - 


- - Thames Steam Towmg 
Company. 


66 


8 


13 


6ths. 


20 


53 




Black Eagle . 


»f " * 


27 Dec. - 


. - ditto 


90 





16 


9 


57 


117 




Soho - . . 


»t - 


28 Feb. 1849 


• - General Steam Navigation 

Company. 

H. Lee and Son ... 


150 


5 


24 


8 


242 


433 




Fanny ... 


W " 


9 Mar. - 


78 





20 


4 


101 


162 




Powerful - 


If " " 


9 Mar. - 


— . ditto -mm 


75 


5 


15 


4 


29 


70 




Hercules - . . 


»f * 


9 Mar. - 


. • ditto - - - 


85 


9 


22 


9 


104 


294 




Canton - - - 


j» " " 


16 Mar. - 


Lancelot Dent ... 


133 





18 





139 


234 




Hong Kong 


1, • - 


27 April - 
2 May - 


. . ditto ... 


133 





18 





141 


233 




Waterman, No. 7 


l» • ■ 


Waterman Company - 


106 


5 


13 


5 


47 


69 




Elk . . - - 


»» ■ ■ 


15 May - 


- - Royal Mail Steam Packet 

Company. 

. . ditto - - . 


112 





21 


5 


142 


231 




Great Weatem - 


f» " " 


28 May - 


210 





32 


2 


1,154 


1,775 




Medway - - - 


»» ■ " 


31 May - 


- . ditto • - . 


212 





33 


2 


1,261 


1,896 




Disowned - . . 


»> * " 


4 June - 


J.M'Intosh - - . 


55 


8 


3 


7 


3 


4 




Eagle . . - 


,. - - 


14 June - 


. - Royal Mail Steam Packet 
Company. 


158 





22 


6 


422 


681 




Trent ... 


f» ■ ■ 


29 June - 


- - ditto . - - 


212 





32 


8 


1,236 


1,857 




Enterprise 


»» " * 


14 June - 


Allen & Skinner 


83 





9 





9 


29 




Bosphoms 


ft " 


17 June - 


- . General Screw Steam 
Shipping Company. 


173 


6 


24 


3 


330 


445 




Perseverance - 


n - • 


1 Aug. . 


Petey&Co. . . - 


97 





17 


7 


57 


147 




Queen of the Thames • 


f» " " 


16 July - 


W. Cunningham 

. - Greneral Steam Navigation 


148 





14 


9 


85 


123 




Royal William - 


ft " * 


4 Aug. - 


163 


8 


20 


2 


210 


325 










Company. 
















Prince of Wales - 


>» * 


4 Aug. - 


- • ditto 


180 





21 





139 


246 




Charon . - - 


9t " 


10 Aug. - 


Trinity Company 


97 





14 


7 


55 


107 




City of London - 


•9 ' ' 


21 Aug. - 


• - General Screw Steam 
Navigation Company. 


108 


5 


22 


2 


158 


191 


iron. 


Lord John Russell - 


»l • 


21 Aug. - 


- - ditto 


120 


4 


22 


8 


207 


255 


iron. 


Seine - - - 


». - 


2C Oct. - 


- - General Steam Navigation 

Company. 

F.Perry .... 


175 





23 


3 


262 


391 


iron. 


Waterman- 


W " * 


29 Oct. - 


106 


5 


12 


5 


40 


61 




Thames - . - 


>f • 


31 Oct. - 


- - Royal Mail Steam Packet 

Company. 

H. W. Schneider - - 


212 





33 





1,255 


1,889 




Augusta - - . 


tt * * 


1 Nov. - 


108 





16 


2 


85 


120 


iron. 


Rhine ... 


»» * " 


31 Dec. - 


- • General Steam Navigation 
Company. 

- - Royal Mail Steam Packet 
Company. 

- - General Screw Steam 


190 


2 


25 


8 


378 


547 


iron. 


Severn • « • 


•> - • 


12 Nov. - 


215 





33 


7 


1,183 


1,886 




Propontis ... 


f» • " 


7 Dec. - 


175 





24 


4 


362 


483 


iron. 








Shipping Company. 
















Ripon ... 


•f • " 


13 Doc - 


- - Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Navigation Company. 


231 


3 


33 


9 


1,309 


1,926 


iron. 


Pottinger ... 


»» " 


31 Dec. - 


- - ditto ... 


220 


3 


34 


5 


890 


1,350 


iron. 


Dolphin ... 


99 " " 


14 Jan. 1850 


W. B. Caulfield - - - 


68 


3 


14 


5 


18 


61 




Red Rover 


f» • " 


19 Jan. - 


John Stevens ... 


79 





15 


6 


28 


79 




Sir Robert Peel - 


>» " 


7 Mar. - 


. - General Screw Steam 

Shipping Company. 

- - Royal Mail Steam Packet 

Company. 

• . General Screw Steam 


124 





22 


9 


234 


281 


iron, screw* 


Derwent ... 


» " " 


20 Mar. - 


175 


4 


26 


4 


550 


794 




City of Rotterdam - 


« • - 


2 April - 


108 


5 


22 





157 


190 


iron, screw. 








Shipping Company. 

J. T. Cockney - . • 
















VesU ... 


ft • 


5 July - 


139 


3 


16 


6 


64 


162 




Secret ... 


ft • 


5 July - 


R. D. Rots 


94 


5 


17 





69 


130 




Euxine - . - 


>» " 


13 July - 


- - Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Navigation Company. 


222 


7 


29 


4 


729 


1,165 


iron. 


Sultan . . - 


ft • 


27 July - 


- - ditto - - - 


224 


2 


29 


1 


729 


1,091 




Gipsy . - - 


ft • " 


5 Aug. - 


R. W. Dare . - - 


73 


8 


11 


1 


20 


33 


iron. 


Pnnce Arthur - 


»f " " 


10 Aug. - 


R. Hallett & Sons - 


120 





13 


5 


51 


78 


iron. 


Tiger 


ft - 


21 Aug. - 


- • General Steam Navigation 
Company. 


162 





• 25 


6 


379 


608 




Ariel 


t> • 


4 Oct. - 


B. IfiU - . . . 


105 





15 


7 


59 


136 




Gemini - 


•f " 


4 Oct. - 


G.W. Vcasey . - - 


140 





11 


8 


71 


103 


iron. 


Princess Royal . 


ff • 


30 Oct. - 


- - General Steam Navigation 
Company. 


177 


7 


25 


4 


494 


748 




City of Paris . - 


» • " 


12 Nov. - 


J. Hopkinson ... 


164 





22 


3 


280 


382 




Jupiter ... 


» • - 


20 Nov. - 


- • Gravetend New Steam 
Packet Company. 


163 


5 


17 


3 


119 


172 


iron. 


Star- . . . 


ff • 


20 Nov. - 


- . ditto ... 


177 


6 


16 


S 


108 


168 


iron. 


Neptune - - - 


>t • " 


2 Dec. - 


- . General Steam Navigation 
Company. 


173 





24 


8 


364 


599 
















Digitize 


)dbyV: 


jOO^ 


^le 



IN THB UNITBD KINGDOM, ON THE IST JANUARY 1864. 





Rbturn of Steam Vessels Registered in the United Kingdom, &e.— eon/miiMl. 










Port of 


Date of 




DIMENSIONS. 


TONNAGE. 


















VESSELS' NAMES. 








REGISTERED OWNERS. 








Exdudve 


Gross 
Fonnage. 






Registry. 


Registry.^ 




Length. 


Breadth. 


of 
Engine 
Room. 


- 












Ftet. 


lO^*. 


FHt. W>^. 








Oneen - - - 


London 


9 Dec. 


1850 




160 


8 


16 1 


87 


137 


mm. 




ff * * 


14 Dec. 


. 


R. A. Robinson - - - 


179 


5 


25 6 


141 


345 


iron. 


Singapore . • • 


»» " • 


14 Dec. 


- 


- - Peninsobr and Oriental 
Steam Navigation Company. 


235 


3 


29 4 


742 


1,189 




Oanget . - - 


f« " ■ 


14 Dec. 


. 


- . ditto 


235 


3 


29 4 


742 


1,189 




Lerant ... 


»» • - 


26 Dec. 


. 


H.J. Hall. - . . 


169 


5 


23 9 


395 


694 




CUyofGlaigow 
Sons of the Thames - 




llJan. 
20 Feb. 


1851 


Hodgwn & Co. . 

James HsrUey - - - 


156 

138 


lln. 



24 4in. 
16 5 


271 
80 


135 




Ann - • - • 


»» " ■ 


8 Mar. 


_ 


117 


3 


19 7 


154 


240 


screw. 


Dee- - - - 


»f - " 


11 Mar. 


- 


. - Royal MaU Steam Packet 
Company. 


213 





32 6 


1,142 


1,849 




Concordia - 


f» • - 


18 Mar. 


- 


. - General Steam Navigation 


179 


7 


23 3 


327 


465 


iron. 


Prince - . .. 


f» • - 


28 May 


- 


Company. 

. - Royal Mail Steam Packet 

Company. 

. . General Steam Navigation 


159 


2 


23 5 


288 


398 


iron. 


Panther - - - 


f» • • 


18 Jane 


- 


180 


5 


23 5 


295 


425 


iron. 


Harbinger. - - 


ff • 


20 June 


. 


Company. 

- - General Screw Steam 


186 


5 


31 I 


599 


848 


iron, screw. 


Friend to aU Nations • 


>f " 


12AQg. 




Shipping Company. 

T. Fecley .... 


107 


6 


20 


57 


152 


hfon. 


Punch . - - 


»» " 


18 Ang. 


«. 


J. 0. Hanson . - - 


85 





16 3 


53 


103 




Pearl - - - 


f» " 


5 Sept. 


. 


James Howard - - - 


56 


4 


14 6 


34 


54 




Newhaten - - 


If - - 


17 Sept. 


- 


W.GUtch- . - - 


153 





21 2 


148 


259 




^hanghae - - - 


f> • - 


22 Sept. 


- 


- - Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Packet Company. 


182 


5 


25 8 


414 


547 




Japanese ... 


»» * " 


23 Sept. 


_ 


Anderson & Co. • - 


115 


3 


19 2 


112 


205 




Peon Shnn 


>f • " 


14 Oct. 


_ 


L. Dent .... 


138 


1 


23 5 


273 


386 


screw. 


Copdand - 


»f - - 


INov. 


- 


- Shipowners' Towing Com- 


100 





18 7 


39 


146 




Herenks - - - 


»» • • 


I Nov. 




pany. 

- - ditto . - - - 


87 





16 8 


32 


116 




Newcastle - - - 


ft " " 


INOT. 


_ 


• - ditto ... 


86 





14 6 


42 


93 




Sir Robert Hawkes • 


f, • . 


INOT. 


_ 


- . ditto 


76 


4fai. 


15 2in. 


44 


— 






>» " " 


I Not. 


_ 


. . ditto . . - 


90 





17 8th8. 


40 


111 




GoUath . - . 


»> " • 


INOT. 


„ 


- . ditto 


103 





17 3 


44 


119 




^ViUiam Gnnston 


>f • " 


INOT. 


^ 


- - ditto - . - 


90 





17 


41 


100 




Pilot .. . 


f» • " 


INOT. 


_ 


. . ditto 


72 





14 6 


21 


57 




Sefem - - - 


»> • - 


171^ov. 


_ 


D.Napier- - - - 


85 


1 


10 8 


28 


38 


iron. 


Orinoco - - - 


»> " " 


11 Not. 


- 


. -Royal Mail Steam Packet 

Company. 

- - General Steam Navigation 


266 





38 I 


1^92 


2,901 




Ravensbonme • 


ff • " 


22 Jan. 


1852 


193 





26 3 


402 


606 


iron. 


John Lee • 


. . 


26 Jan. 




Company. 

W. Watkins - - - 


90 


2 


17 


1 ^ 


104 




Collier . - - 


f» ■ ■ 


16 Mar. 


.. 


H. P. Maples - 


95 





20 


" 116 


157 


iron, screw. 


Madras - • - 


>f * " 


16 Mar. 


- 


- - Feninsnlar and Oriental 
Steam Navigation Company. 


232 


9 


31 6 


: 606 


1,184 


iron, screw. 


Wonder - - - 


ff * " 


2 Mar. 


. 


N.Vidovick - - - 


87 


1 


16 7 


31 


94 




Chnsan ... 


ff * " 


24 Mar. 


- 


. - Peninsnlar and Oriental 
Steam Narigation Company. 


190 





29 5 


529 


700 


iron, screw. 


Parana ... 


ff * " 


2 April 


- 


- - Royal MaU Steam Packet 
Company. 


274 


6 


36 5 


1,931 


2,944 




Emerald - - - 


ff * * 


8 April 


• 


H. Brownrigg - • • 


144 


3 


20 2 


215 


340 




Britannia ... 




14 April 


« 


W. Watkins . - - 


100 


5 


16 7 


48 


121 




Magdalena - - 


ff • • 


15 May 


- 


- - Royal Biail Steam Packet 
Company. 

- - Australian Royal MaQ 
Steam Navigation Company. 


266 





38 I 


1,866 


2,943 




Anstralian - • 


ff " " 


18 May 


- 


226 


5 


33 2 


735 


1,392 


iron, screw. 


Nymph . - - 


ff * " 


20 May 


. 


- - Woolwich Steam Packet 


123 


6 


14 5 


58 


88 




^oeen of the South - 


ff ■ " 


21 May 


- 


Company. 

- - General Screw Steam 


238 


5 


38 2 


1,253 


1,825 


iron, screw. 


Paris - . - 


f f " " 


4 June 


.. 


165 





20 I 


148 


238 


iron. 


"Wave Qneen - 


ff * " 


22 June 


. 


J.S.RusieU - . - 


209 


6 


15 


113 


203 


iron. 


Sydney - - - 


ff • • 


5 July 


- 


.-Australian Roval MaU 
Steam Navigation Company. 


226 


5 


33 2 


734 


1,391 


iron, screw. 


IVneBriton 


ff • - 


7 July 


. 


T. Petley - . . . 


79 





16 


i\ 


95 




Sophia . - • 


ff * * 


16Jaly 


. 


W.WatU - - . . 


88 


1 


16 8 


1 35 


86 




Bombay . . - 


" ■'^ • 


21 Jnly 


- 


- - Peninsnlsr and Oriental 
Steam Navigation Company. 

- - General Screw Steam 


234 





31 4 


, 608 


1,186 


iron, screw. 


Lady Jooelyn - 


ff * • 


28 July 


. 


238 


3 


38 2 


1 1,248 


1,824 


iron, screw. 


Formosa - . • 


ff • " 


31 Jnly 


- 


Shippior Company. 

- - Peninsnlar and Oriental 

Steam Navigation Company. 


203 


6 


25 3 


1 «■ 


677 


iron, screw. 


LaPlatm ... 


ff " • 


13 Ang. 


- 


- . Royal MaU Steam Packet 


280 


5 


37 4 


' 1.475 


2,404 




Haggerston 


ff " ■ 


30 Aug. 




Company. 

T. CGibion - . • 


159 





24 7 


329 


415 




Indiana ... 


ff " • 


31 Ang. 


. 


. General Screw Steam Ship- 


238 


5 


38 2 


1,244 


1,804 




Moselle - - . 


»f • - 


4 Sept. 


- 


ping Company. 

. - General Steam Navigation 

Company. 


198 


5 


25 5 


407 


574 




Bolton . . • 


ft - • 


17 Sept. 


.. 


Jackson & Co. - . . 


68 


4 


14 


19 


55 




Red RoTer 


ff * * 


18 Sept. 


. 


G. Wigram . . . 


159 





21 4 


185 


250 




Melboune - . 


ff * * 


21 Sept. 


. 


J.S. RosseU . . . 


211 





35 8 


817 


1,450 




Calcntta . • • 


ff • • 


106t. 


" 


- . General Screw Steam Na- 
vigation Company. 


244 


5 


38 1 


1,272 


1352 





141. 
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Digitized by 



Google 



^Oll/lJ|||f<f> 



NUMBER AND NAMES OF REGISTERED STEAM VESSELS 



Returk of Steam Tends Registered in the XMted Sngdom, &c — comHmietL 



VESSELS^ NAMES. 



Avon - - • 

Eversfield - - • 

Mystery - - - 

Sarprise - - - 

Irene . - - 

Manritias - - - 

Faid Gabaad 

Otter 

Hunwick - - - 

Briton Ferry 

Paul Jones 

Adelaide - - - 

Sylph 

Laurel . - • 

Forerunner 

Sir Walter Scott 

Indus - - - 

Lady Berriedale 
Hydaspes - - - 

Faith , - - 

Bengal - -^ - 

WTilliam Hutt - 

Lady Bird 

Isabel 

Tasmania - - - 

William Miskin 

Newcastle - - - 

Victoria - - - 

Foyle 

Argo - - - 

Hope - - . 

Edinburgh f 

Countess of Lonsdale 

Denmark - - - 

Duntroon Castle 

Havilah - - - 

Cambridge 

Queen . - - 

Vectis . - - 

Rajah - - - 
Valctta - . - 

Cadiz 
Elfin 

Freyr - - - 

Amazon - - - 
Clyde 

Hanover - - - 

Emperor - - - 
Northumberland 

Golden Queen - 
Belgium • - - 

Michael - - - 

Flora 

Eagle 

Natal 

Cornelia • 

Sir John Easthope - 

Dragon Fly 

Zingari - - - 

Douro . - - 



Port of 
Registry. 



Londoa 



Date of 

Registry. 



REGISTERED OWNERS. 



DIMENSIONS. 



2 Oct. 1852 

9 Oct. - 

15 Oct. - 

12 Oct. - 

7 Oct - 

27 Oct. - 

6 Nov. - 

15 Nov. - 

23 Nov. - 

24 Nov. - 
30 Nov. - 

2 Dec. - 

3 Dec. - 

13 Dec. - 

18 Dec. - 
20 Dec. - 

30 Dec. - 

15 Jan. 1853 

17 Jan. - 

15 Jan. - 

5 Feb. - 

8 Mar. - 

14 Mar. - 
24 Mar. > 

81 Mar. - 

6 April - 
6 April - 

8 April - 

12 April - 

14 April - 

19 April - 

22 April - 

6 May - 

6 May - 

6 May - 

20 May - 

28 May - 

7 June - 

8 June - 

8 June - 

8 June - 

8 June - 

8 June " 

8 June - 

17 June - 

18 June - 

24 June - 

25 June - 

25 June - 

29 June - 

30 June - 

30 June - 

12 July - 

19 July - 

19 July - 

20 July - 

26 July - 

8 Aug. - 

22 Aug. - 

23 Aug. - 



. . Royal Maill^esm Packet 

Company. 

H. Eversfield - . • 

R. D. Rose - . • . 

- ditto - - - - 
Trinity Company 

- General Screw Steam Ship- 
ping Company. 

Znlueta & Co. - 
Hudson Bay Company 
T. C. Gibson - - - 
F. Bankait . . - 
D. Barker- - - . 

- - Royal Mail Sleam Packet 
Company. 

- - Woolwkh Steam Packet 
Company. 

R. Caraan - - . 

African Steam Ship Company 

- • Caledonian Steam Towing 
Company. 

- - Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Navigation Company. 
Prior - . - - 
• General Screw Steam Ship- 
ping Company. 

- - African Steam Ship Com- 
pany. 

- - Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Navigation Company. 

- - General Iron Screw Col- 
lier Company. 

H. P. Maples - 
W. Kennedy - - - 
S. P. Kennard - - - 
F. Pegler - - . - 

- - Greneral Steam Navigation 
Company. 

- - Australian Rail Mail 
Steam Navigation Company. 
W. T. Miskin - 

- - General Screw Steam 
Shipping Company. 

- - African Steam Ship Com- 

-- 6eneral 
Company. 

- - ditto - - - 

- - ditto ... 
H. P. Maples - 

C. Bowman - - . 

H. P. Maples - 

M. F. Bremer - - - 

- - Pantnsalsr and Oriental 
Steam Navigation Compsiiy. 

- - ditto - . - 

- - Pemnsular and Oriental 
Steam NavigatioB Company. 

- - ditto - - - 

- • Woolwi<^ Steam Padcet 
Company. 

C. J. Mare - - - 
W. B. Canlfield - 

- - Rayal Mail Steam Padtet 
Company. 

. - General Steam Navigation 

Conipany. 

vi, Gr^fory - • - 

- • General Iron Screw Col- 
lier Company. 

F. Pegler . - - - 

- - General Steam Navigation 
Company. 

D. Barker- . - - 

E. Lacey - - - - 
W. Gooch - - - . 

- • Gieneral Screw Steam 
Shipping Company. 

T. M. WoqueUn 

- - General Iron Screw Col- 
lier Company. 

J. Maundslay - . • 
W. Bury - - - . 

- - Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Navigation Company. 



Ledl^th. 



I Steam Navigation 



Feet. lO'**, 
247 7 



60 

96 

111 

157 

244 

281 
122 
159 
109 
79 
260 

123 

54 
156 
103 

241 

122 
246 

197 

295 

164 

143 
80 
165 
100 
159 



122 

244 



96 
163 

177 
161 

59 
101 
152 

188 

144 
163 

55 
125 
226 



260 6 



194 5 
178 7 



174 
164 
144 
149 
92 
174 
228 

163 
225 

226 
148 



147 6 

84 5 

208 6 

168 



Breadth. 



Feet. lO***. 
34 5 



17 

16 
16 
20 

88 

39 
20 
24 
16 
15 
86 

13 

13 
21 
16 

84 

27 
37 



26 

21 
19 
22 
17 
20 



28 

30 

24 
22 
21 
21 
16 
22 
£9 



28 
13 



11 
12 
26 
25 

19 
26 

11 
18 
28 



28 8 
38 2 



36 3 

19 11 in. 
38 



24 
27 6 



17 2 

16 7 

32 2 

22 

13 7 

26 2 

25 3 

26 3 



TONNAGE. 



Ezdnsive 

of 
Eng^ 
Room* 



1^1^ 

35 

42 

36 

149 

1^69 

1.548 

145 

333 

95 

22 

1,124 

44 

11 

174 

53 

1^02 

262 
1,361 

564 

1,176 

425 

176 
93 

285 
74 

278 

1,130 

136 
1,236 

585 

482 

396 
331 
176 
256 
99 
844 
503 

419 
507 

481 
73 

152 

44 
798 

826 

36 
438 

290 
810 

11 
41 

856 
884 

215 
428 

18 

148 
476 



Gross 
Tonnage. 



2,069 

52 

105 

122 

271 

1,897 

2,469 

214 

408 

140 

80 

1,859 

76 

86 

298 

76 

1,950 

393 
1,871 

722 

2,185 

530 

248 
150 
425 
124 
447 

1,877 



1,815 

759 

741 

616 
501 
257 
336 
141 
473 
786 

587 

769 

816 
112 

219 

96 

1,372 

520 

60 
520 

442 
457 

36 

57 

480 

558 



520 

82 
206 
810 



iron, I 
iron, I 



ironyK 
iron,0 

innitS 

iroUyS' 

irooyfl 

iron,! 

ironti 

iron,s 
iron,! 



iron. 
iron,8i 

iron* 
iroDyfli 
irony s 



Digitized by 



Google 



IN THE VNITBD KtNaDOM, OK THE 1ST JAMUART 1854. 









&e^ 


amimmtd. 












Port Of 


Dateof 




DIMENSIONS. 


TONNAGE. 
























VESSELS' NAMES. 


Ri«istry. 


Registry. 


REGISTBBXD OWNERS. 










BzclusiTe 
of 


Gross 














Length. 


Breadth. 


Engine 
Room. 


Tonnsge. 














F^t la^. 


jftet 10«»*. 








Rouen 


• • 


London 


29 Aug. 1853 


H.P.Mtt)les - - - 

-.Royal Mail Steam Packet 

Company. 

- - General Inm Steam CoU 


177 


5 


19 


3 


166 


259 




CamilU - 


- 


»> • " 


30 Aug. - 


189 


4 


23 


1 


334 


539 




Durham • 


• 


>9 ' ' 


SO Aug. - 


163 


7 


26 


4 


428 


531 












lier Company. 
















Solent - 


• 


»» - • 


80 Aug. - 


- - Royal MaH Steam Packet 


277 


3 


34 


9 


1^71 


1^05 




Mystery - 


^ ^ 


f» • - 


2 Sept - 


W. V^ti . - - - 


79 





10 


7 


27 


46 




Charity • 


" • 


»> - - 


3 Sept. - 


- - African Steam Ship Com- 
pany. 


244 


2 


28 


5 


1,008 


1^40 




€ock-o*-th6^orth - 


>f " " 


9 Sept. - 


- - Shipowners' Towing Com- 


93 


7 


19 


1 


43 


136 




Alar- - 


- 


ff - - 


17 Sept. - 


- - General ScrewSteam Ship- 
ping Company. 


125 


6 


17 


3 


107 


164 




NoraCreina 


• 


f> - - 


19 Sept - 


A. G. Robinson ... 


133 





18 





94 


141 




<3axelle - 


- 


»f " - 


20Sq)t. » 


- - ditto 


82 


1 


14 


9 


73 


105 




Tartar 


• 


>f - 


24 Sept - 


- - Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Narigation Company. 


172 


8 


22 


4 


171 


303 




Sagk - 


- 


»f - 


24 Sept. - 


G.W.Morris . - - 


198 





22 


2 


265 


381 




Holland - 


• " 


M - - 


30 Sept. - 


• * Generu Steam Narigauon 
Company. 


165 


3 


26 





280 


438 




Jfionardi - 


• 


»» ■ " 


40ct - 


Electric Company 


156 


2 


19 


7 


296 


427 




Caroline - 


- 


,, - - 


70ct - 


J.S. Russell - - - 


141 





26 


2 


361 


480 


iron, screw. 


Coleraine - 


. 


» • • 


7 Oct. - 


S.PoUack- . - - 


125 


2 


20 


2 


160 


302 




Ixmdon 


• 


f> • " 


25 Oct. - 


H. P. Maples & Co. - - 


200 


6 


19 


6 


192 


341 


iron. 


Norma - 


• 


>f " • 


28 Oct. - 


- - FMnsidar and Oriental 
Steam Narigation Company. 


242 


4 


28 


4 


613 


963 




Ndson - 


• 


»> " " 


29 Oct. - 


C. Tibbut & Co. - . 


140 


4 


22 





216 


286 


uron* screw* 


Eitrella - 


- 


»» • 


4 Not. - 


- - Magdalina Steam Nari- 
gation Company. 


172 


5 


24 


7 


179 


330 


iron* 


Anita 


•• * 


f> " 


4 Nov. - 


- - cBtto ... 


129 


6 


18 


6 


62 


113 


iron. 


Sapphire - 


• 


»f " • 


9 Not. - 


. - General Steam NaTigatioo 
Company. 


172 





17 


5 


173 


238 


iron. 


Ruby 


• 


. H " " 


9 Not. - 


. . di«D ... 


151 


8 


18 


7 


169 


243 




Jarrow 


• 


»» " " 


14 Not. - 


- - General Screw Steam 


164 





26 


4 


414 


531 


iron, screw. 


Mars 


- - 


#1 • " 


16 Not. - 


- • GraTCsend New Steam 
Packet Company. 


176 


5 


17 


5 


124 


196 


iron. 


Comet 


• 


f» " ■ 


16 Not. - 


- - ditto . - - 


143 


2 


18 


6 


80 


158 


iron. 


^neen of the French - 


»» - - 


28 Not. - 


- - South Eastern Ra&way 


156 





20 


4 


125 


215 


iron. 










Company. 
















Princess Helena 


» • - 


28 Not. - 


- - ditto ... 


165 


2 


23 


2 


166 


302 


iron. 


Princess Hand 


- - 


»» • 


18 Not. - 


- - ditto 


140 


5 


19 


8 


151 


247 


iron. 


Princess Clemendia - 


t> " ~ 


28 Not. - 


- - ditto . - - 


165 


2 


22 


6 


148 


288 


iron. 


Princess Mary 


. 


» " " 


28 Not. - 


- - ditto . . - 


149 


3 


19 


3 


138 


212 


iron. 


Lord Warden 


. 


» " " 


28 Not. - 


- - ditto . - - 


168 





23 


3 


159 


308 


iron. 


Prince Ernest 


. 


»» " 


28 Not. - 


- - ditto 


156 


2 


21 


4 


146 


248 


iron. 


Queen of the Belgians 


>» " 


28 Not. - 


• - ditto 


157 





19 


5 


125 


1 207 


iron. 


Topes 


- 


n • " 


3 Dec. - 


.- GsMnd Steam Narigatbn 

Company. 

. - ditto - - - 


145 


5 


15 


7 


92 


1 135 




Diamond • 


. . 


f» " " 


3 Dec; - 


154 





17 


5 


121 


187 




Peninsulu • 


• 


j» • 


8 Dec. - 


W. Wood ... - 


192 


5 


23 


9 


366 


509 


iron, screw. 


Colombo - 


• 


i» " " 


9 Dec. - 


- - Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Narigation Company. 


286 


6 


36 





675 


1,865 


iron,screw. 


Himalaya • 


- 


»» • • 


9Dee. - 


- - ditto 


340 





44 


4 


2^27 


3,508 


iron, screw. 


Enchantress 


- 


>» " ' 


9 Dec. - 


J. Bffoughton ... 


127 


5 


15 


5 


99 


133 


iron, screw. 


lUawana - 


• 


» - - 


9Dec. - 


W.O.Mamnng- - - 


106 





19 


5 


77 


155 


iron. 


Falcon - 


• 


»» " " 


9Dec. - 


J.S. Russell & Co. - - 


152 


8 


26 


8 


354 


488 




Croesus • 


- 


»» ■ 


9Dec. - 


— General Screw Slsam Sh^ 
ping Company. 
Waterman Compaay - 


280 





41 


5 


1^7 


2,700 


iron,8crew. 


Petrel - 


. 


» • " 


20 Dec - 


138 


4 


15 





86 


114 


iron. 


Susanna • 


• 


» " " 


24 Dec. - 


W.Gregory - - . 


55 


9ia. 


12 


Sin. 


21 


-. 




Halls 


• 


f» - - 


30 Dec. - 


H. W. Schneider - - 


72 


2 


13 


9 


18 


52 




Manchester 


• 


Berwick 


20 April 1842 


Berwick Shipping Company 


153 





23 


1 


219 


412 




Water Witch 


. 


Bideford 


3 April 1849 
6 May 1852 


H. Cawsey . . - 


102 





15 


3 


74 


130 




Dart 


• 


Boston - - 


J. Sharp Wilkinson - - 


69 


2 


12 


6 


16 


40 






• 


Bridgwater - 


15 Sept 1853 


H.ToweUs 


69 


3 


16 


1 


13 


74 


iron. 


Rapid - 


- 


i> " 


15 Sept - 


. . ditto ... 


64 


3 


14 


4 


S 


54 




Lioness - 


• 


Bristol - - 


22 June 1836 


Robert Henry Webb - 


55 


4 


12 


7 


15 


39 




Lion 


• 


9* ' 


20 Feb. 1837 


- - ditto - - . 


69 


7 


14 


9 


22 


66 




Phoenix - 


- 


W " " 


6 April 1838 


- - Bristol General Sleam 
NaTigation Company. 


121 


8 


18 





135 


241 




Sampson • 


- 


»♦ " " 


29 Oct. - 


. - ditto 


73 


3 


15 


2 


25 


86 




Hercules « 


. 


Jl - " 


3 Mar. 1839 


William Webb - - - 


69 


2 


14 


7 


15 


64 




Shamrock 


- 


f» • " 


16 June 1840 


- - Bristol General Steam 
NaTigation Company. 


151 


9 


22 


6 


301 


493 




Air - 


- 


» • • 


17 Sept - 


- - ditto - . - 


92 


5 


16 


2 


59 


122 




Tiger . 


- 


»> " " 


25 Mar. 1841 


- - ditto 


75 


3 


15 





43 


99 




Rose 


• 


f» " " 


16 Aug. 1842 


• - ditto ... 


152 


7 


22 


7 


349 


505 




Sampson - 


• m 


»» " " 


2 Dec - 


* iii4ltft ... 


81 





15 


3 


37 


85 




Wye 


- 


>» " 


15 June 1843 


John Jones . . - 


100 


1 


15 


9 


66 


110 




Glamorgan 


- 


»f • " 


23 Not. - 


- - Bristol General Steam 
NaTigation Company* 


101 


5itt. 


14 


lin. 


69 


— 




Duke of Beaufort - i 


» - 


23 Not. - 


- . ditto ... 


78 


lin. 


15 


6in. 


59 


._ 


• 


Swift 


• " 


» • 


9 July 1844 


. - ditto - . - 


122 


4 


16 


1 


no 


160 
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Digitized by 



Google 



NUMBER AND NAMES OF REGISTERED STEAM VESSELS 



RsTUEir of Steam Veiids R^giitered in the United Kingdom, &e.— conlliitMiZ. 





Port of 


Date of 




DIMENSIONS 


• 


TONNAGE. 




















VESSELS' NAMES. 






REGISTERED OWNERS. 










Exclusive 


Gross 
Tonnage. 






Registry. 


Registry. 




Length. 


Breadth. 


of 

Engine 
Room. 












Feet. 


10*». 


Feet. 


10«*». 








Aron ... 


Bristol . - 


10 Sept. 1845 


- - Bristol New Steam Packet 
Company. 


112 


5 


15 


5 


65 


105 




ScYcm - 


»» " • 


10 Sept. - 


- - ditto - - - 


115 


3 


15 


3 


63 


104 




Usk- - i 


>» " 


17 Mar. 1846 


- - Bristol Steam Navigation 
Company. 


97 





15 


4 


77 


129 




Boumabat 


. 


2 June 


George Vercj WhittaU 
William Webb - - - 


79 





13 





32 


61 




Fury . • . 


- 


3 Aug. - 


57 


3 


13 


4 


13 


51 




JaTema - • . 


>f • 


27 April 1847 


. - Bristol General Steam 
Navigation Company. 


108 


8 


25 





349 


555 




Panther ... 


. 


2 Nov. - 


George Lemell & Co. - 

- - Bristol General Steam 


79 


3 


15 





23 


74 




Dart ... 


^ „ 


22 June 1849 


116 


6 


15 


3 


93 


149 










Navigation Company. 
















Star- - - - 


ft 


22 June - 


. - ditto ... 


125 





20 


lin. 


149 


— . 




Fairy Queen 


f» ** * 


18 June 1850 


John Jones . - - 


101 


4 


14 


8 


79 


103 


iron. 


Propeller - 


»» • 


21 June - 


- - ditto . - - 


2^ 


8 


13 


8 


38 


62 


iron. 


Stockton ... 


»f " * 


13 Oct. 1851 


- - ditto 


77 





14 


9 


17 


71 




Royal Albert - . 


» " • 


20 Aug. 1852 


. . ditto 


81 


6 


14 


5 


24 


72 




Fearlesa ... 


f» * " 


17 June 1853 


- - ditto . - - 


85 


8 


16 


2 


34 


98 




Great Britain - 


»> " " 


22 July 


R. Bright- . - . 


274 





48 


2 


1,460 


2,936 


irontserew. 


Juno ... 


»» " * 


2 Aug. - 


T. Pyson - - - - 


163 


2 


19 


7 


215 


298 




VesU 


Carnarron - 


26 Aug. 1848 


Lord Newborongh 


114 





20 


4 


88 


176 




Thomas Wilson 


j» - 


12 July 1853 


John Owen - . - 


92 


7 


14 


8 


49 


89 




Superb . 


Cardiff. 


8 May 1841 


William Bird and others - 


66 


5in. 


14 


4 in. 


23 


— 




Dragon ... 


>» * • 


26 Sept. 1846 


- . ditto 


88 





17 





39 


116 




Cardiff Castle - 


>» "* " 


14 Sept. 1847 


- - ditto 


76 


9 


17 





22 


91 




William ... 


#» " 


25 Sept. 1848 


- . Cardiff Steam Tog Com- 
pany. 


74 


9 


14 


8 


26 


67 




Prospect ... 


i» " • 


28 June 1850 


- : ditto .. - 


67 


9 


14 


9 


23 


63 




Christian Sinclair 


,f - 


28 June - 


. . ditto 


77 





15 


2 


24 


76 




Queen ... 


If * " 


28 June - 


- . ditto . . - 


77 


7 


15 


5 


22 


79 




TaUesen - 


»> - 


21 Nov. - 


. . Cardiff Steam Navigation 
Company. 


114 


4 


16 


5 


85 


158 




Jenny Jones 


>» • 


22 April 1851 
17 May 1834 


. . ditto ... 


119 


4 


17 


7 


102 


161 


iron. 


Newcastle 


Ciriisle 


- - Carlisle and Liverpool 


145 


2 in. 


23 


10 in. 


231 


.— 










Steam Navigation Company. 
















Prince of Wales 


f» " " 


6 Mar. 1852 


. - ditto ... 


78 


5 


16 


5 


38 


86 




Beaufort ... 


Chepstow 


24 April 1832 


J. B. Irvin - . - 


70 


6 in. 


15 


5in. 


53 


— - 




Worcester 


»» * " 


5 Sept. 1839 


J. E. Jenkins - - • 


68 





15 





17 


60 




Alexander 


Chester 


12 June 1836 


.- Royal Rock Steam Packet 
Company. 


84 


6 


13 


6 


40 


83 




ValeofClwyd - - 


f» "■ " 


5 June 1838 


JohnTarieton - - - 


101 


5 in. 


16 





80 


— 




Cymro ... 


>» " " 


9 Oct. 1848 


Thomas Evans ... 


74 


9 


14 


9 


36 


69 




WiUiam Stanley 
Scotia ... 


» . * 


25 Jan. 1852 


W.Walters 


90 


1 


14 


1 


42 


86 




»» - 


17 Aug. - 


. . Chester and Holyhead 


194 





27 


I 


262 


479 


iron. 






1 Railway Company. 
















Conqueror 


. 


3 Nov. - 


W.Walters . . - 


73 


6 


14 


7 


21 


66 




Test 


" >» • • 


18 Jan. 1853 


E. F. French ... 


76 


8 


15 


2 


23 


73 




Archibald 




7 April - 
14 May - 


N. Brodie . - - - 


74 


2 


14 


8 


K^^ 


70 




Ocean ... 


»> * * 


• . Chester and Holyhead 


154 


7 


22 


6 


^ 


507 










Railway Company. 
















Hercules ... 


. 


18 May - 


- - ditto ... 


147 


6 in. 


24 


10 in. 


265 


— 




Cobre ... 


„ - 


15 Aug. - 


W. Walters ... 


98 


8 


13 


6 


46 


91 


iron. 




Clay 


28 Mar. 1838 


R. J. Brereton ... 


63 


4 


14 





12 


49 




Economy ... 


♦» * * 


11 May 1853 


J. Chapman ... 


62 


1 


13 


8 


18 


50 




Caledonia ... 


Colchester • 


25 July 1851 


J. Mann .... 


57 


4 in. 


14 


2 in. 


•23 


— 




Trinden Grrange 


Cowes - 


18 Nov. 1853 


J. Redman ... 


78 


2 


14 





22 


60 




Douro ... 


Dover - 


22 April 1850 ' Dover Harbour Tmstees - 


92 


7 


16 


9 


54 


119 




Undine - 


Dartmouth - 


22 Jan. 1853 


J. BaUey & Co. - 


89 


5 


9 


4 


19 


46 


inm. 


Sydney . - - 


Falmonth - 


25 Oct. 1848 


Richard Taylor - - - 


80 


7 


15 


5 


14 


81 




Venus ... 


Faversham - 


29 June 1844 


. . Commission of the Faver- 
sham Navigation. 


54 


8 


10 


4 


9 


28 




Royal Consort - 


Fleetwood - 


18 Mar. 1850 


T. Kemp .... 


177 


9 


25 


2 


303 


522 


iron. 


Princess Alice - 




5 April - 


. - ditto 


164 


7 


23 


3 


257 


434 


iron. 


NUe- - - . 


»» " 


19 April 1852 


F. Kemp and otheia - 


106 


3 


14 


7 


67 


101 




Cambria ... 
Fenella ... 


»» " 


21 May - 
5 Sept. 1853 


. - ditto ... 
- . ditto - . - 


136 
159 



4 


18 
19 


4 
3 


98 
179 


197 
262 


iron, 
iron. 


Columbine 


Gainsborough 


13 Sept. 1843 


. . Gainsborough United 
Steam Packet Company. 


113 





15 





56 


85 




Atlas ... 


. 


13 Oct 


WUliam Farley - - - 


75 


8 


17 





49 


99 




Sea Nymph 
Harlequin 


»» • " 


13 Nov. 1851 


A. Smith & Co. - 


120 


1 


16 


9 


105 


166 




f» ■ " 


21 Sept 1853 


. . Gainsborough United 


116 


9 


14 


9 


74 


103 










Steam Packet Company. 
















Atalanta ... 


. 


21 Sept - 


- - ditto ... 


121 





15 





72 


101 




CUra 


Gloucester - 


20 May 1846 


Henry Southan - - - 


85 


6 


12 


5 


34 


51 




Don ... 




9 June 1852 


H.M. Sheldon - - - 


72 


2 


14 


9 


20 


65 




City of York . . 


Goote - 


6 Sept. 1838 


JohnLeetham - - - 


83 


5 


13 


3 


65 


83 




Fletcher's Dispatch - 


» • " 


6 Nov. 1840 


Joseph Fletcher ... 


64 


4 


14 


7 


16 


60 




Railway ... 
Eagle - - . 




19 April 1842 


James Andus . - . 


93 





16 


5 


74 


109 




>» " 


6 Mar. 1845 


- - Aire & Calder Navigation 


92 


3 


20 


2 


86 


125 








Company. 
















Judith - - - 
Jupiter ... 
Toward Cutle - 




27 Nov. 1849 
17 Sept - 
19 Mar. 1850 


J.Barton - - - - 
J. Robson- - - • 
T.Fletcher - - - 


61 

88 

115 


3 
3 
6 


IS 
16 
17 


6 
5 



11 
69 
97 


43 
121 
163 




Corkscrew 


ff ' 


15 Feb. 1853 


JohnLeetham - • - 


lOS 


7 


20 


3 


160 


205 


iron, screw. 
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1 
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! 


EzdosiTe 


Gross 
ronnage. 






Registry. 


Registry. 




Length. 


Breadth. 


of 
Engine 
Room. 












Feet 


10««. 


F^t. 


lO***. 








St. Kiartm 


Goole - - 


23 July 1853 


J. Ibbotson ... 


115 


10 in. 


19 


lin. 


129 


— 




Rendal - - 


Grimsby 


5 Not. 1847 


Thomas Wintringham 


72 





15 


9 


24 


81 




Endeavoar 


»• " " 


6 Oct. 1851 


George Farmer - . - 


64 





13 


6 


21 


54 




Ann Scarbrongh 


»» • " 


13 Sept. 1852 


G. Turner - - - - 


52 





11 


6 


13 


30 




Veep 0* Dmy Boy 


» - " 


21 Sept. - 


R. Kcetlcy - . - 


62 


4 


13 


3 


13 


41 




Leipzig - 


>» " " 


18 Dec. > 


S. Andrews 


179 





26 


3 


497 


675 


iron. 


Hamburg - - - 


»» 


21 Dec. - 


. - ditto ... 


203 





25 


3 


533 


767 


iron. 


Dragon - - - 


Hartlepool - 


4 Sept. 1845 


Benjamin Huntley 


62 


7 


15 





19 


65 




Powerfol - - - 


>> " • 


10 Dec. - 


- - ditto - - - 


72 


5 


15 


1 


20 


71 




Industry - - - 


11 " " 


12 May 1848 


Josh. Parkin ... 


61 


1 


13 


1 


10 


47 




West Dock 


»» " * 


24 April 1849 


R. W. Jackson ... 


75 


7 


15 


5 


22 


71 




Voltigeur - 


f> - ■ 


29 April 1851 


Benjamin Huntley 


76 





15 


6 


27 


73 




Fljing Dotchman 


»» " " 


13 Aug. 1852 


B.H.Hartley - - - 


82 


7 


15 


9 


26 


84 




iEtna - . - 


Hull - . 


15 Feb. 1828 


Henry Smith ... 


70 


8 in. 


18 





61 







Albion - - 


»> - - 


7 May - 


- - Gainsborough United 
Steam Packet Comfiany. 


72 


9 in. 


13 


10 in. 


42 


— 




Pelham - - - 


♦» " • 


24 July - 


- - ditto 


77 


10 in. 


17 


10 in. 


60 


.~ 




Lord Nelson 


>i " " 


26 July 1831 


Furley & Co. - 


91 





19 





92 


... 




Pelham - - - 


i» • " 


6 June 1838 


- . Gainsborough United 
Steam Packet Company. 


97 





17 


1 


81 


133 




Lindsay - - - 


»» ■ * 


15 Aug. 1840 


- - ditto . - - 


89 


8 


16 


6 


48 


85 




Caldcr . - . 




10 May 1841 


John Holmes ... 


80 


11 in. 


17 


Sin. 


76 


.. 




Transit - - - 


»» " • 


6 April 1842 


W. B. Brownlow 


161 


1 


20 


9 


332 


498 




London - - - 


»» " " 


3 Aug. - 


- - ditto ... 


123 





18 


9 


150 


249 




Hotspnr - - - 


f» " " 


5 Aug. - 


Stephen Gray . . - 


59 


5 


14 


2 


14 


46 




Qneen of Scotland - 


i» " " 


25 Aug. 1843 


Joseph Gee ... 


161 


1 


24 


2 


435 


620 




Helen M*Gregor 


f > " * 


16 Aug. - 


- - ditto ... 


180 





25 





436 


601 




Amazon - - - 


f » * " 


18 Mar. 1844 


James Turner - - - 


69 


2 


14 


5 


18 


64 




GazeUe - - - 




24 July - 


W. B. Brownlow 


151 


7 


19 


5 


269 


402 




Rob Roy - - - 


>• ■ " 


30 Mar. 1845 


Joseph Gee - - - 
W. B. Brownlow 


165 


8 


22 


5 


354 


537 




Antelope - - - 


»» * " 


11 Dec. - 


137 


lin. 


19 





162 


_ 




Shannon - - - 


i» " " 


17 July 1846 


W. Pirn - 


70 





15 


1 


9 


82 




lion . - 


»» " ■ 


14 April 1847 


W. B. Brownlow 


200 


6 


26 


9 


627 


847 


iron. 


Prince - - - 




29 June 1849 


- - ditto 


140 


6 


23 


4 


227 


330 




Emperor - - - 


II * " 


18 Sept. - 


J.Gce - - - - 


241 


4 


31 


3 


914 


1,320 




Manchester 


II " " 


6 Oct. - 


- - Manchester, Sheffield and 
Lincolnshire Railway Com- 


164 


9 


22 


4 


174 


291 




Eliza . - . 


If ■ " 


22 Oct 1850 


^^nj - . - . 


67 


3 


13 


2 


20 


54 




Mary Ann 


II " * 


22 Not. - 


G.Kershaw - - - 


27 


8 in. 


12 


3 in. 


17 


— 




Sheffield - - - 


II • " 


27 Not. - 


. . Manchester, Sheffield and 
Lincolnshire Railway Com- 


160 


8 


21 


9 


149 


245 


iron. 


Swanland - - - 


II " " 


21 Jan. 1851 


pany. 

Ringrose & Co. ... 


176 





24 


4 


347 


479 




Black Eagle . - 




15 Mar. - 


W. Jeall . - . - 


76 


6 


16 


5 


33 


89 


iron. 


Iris . . . - 


. 


13 June 


W. B. Brownlow 


115 





18 


8 


97 


158 






II " * 


13 June - 


W. Ward - - . - 


132 


4 


18 





81 


149 




Fairy 


II " " 


15 July - 


Wayre & Co. - 


113 


2 


17 


6 


111 


165 


iron, screw. 


Emerald Isle - 


II " " 


21 Jan. 1852 


Joseph Gee ... 


135 


8 


21 


6 


270 


409 




Doncannon 


II * " 


3 Aug. - 


W. Pearson 


78 


5 


15 


8 


34 


83 




SeaGnU - - - 


II " " 


6 Oct. - 


T. Rinjirose ... 


171 


6 


23 


3 


322 


504 


iron. 


Albatross - - - 




7 Oct. - 


W. B. Brownlow 


123 


3 


1 18 


9 


168 


250 




Conner - 


II " * 


26 Mar. 1853 


C.H.Wilson - - 


175 


8 


, 21 


8 


245 


373 


iron. 


Rcfc Roy . . - 


II * " 


8 April - 


W. Trail . . . . 


70 


6 


' 14 


4 


15 


55 




ScandinaTian - 


II " ■ 


15 April - 


C.H.Wilson . 


184 


4 


' 23 





253 


373 


iron, screw. 


Tyro 


II " ■ 


4 June - 


J. H. Brown ... 


63 


7 


14 





17 


55 




Jupiter . . - 


II * ■ 


20 June - 


W. B. Brownlow 


122 





18 


6 


128 


206 




Eagle - - - 
Lady Scale . - 
WilUam and John - 


II " " 


20 Aug. - 


- - ditto 


183 





26 


7 


423 


628 


iron, screw. 


II * " 


18 Oct. - 


J. Leetham ... 


119 


5 


' 20 


2 


184 


263 


screw. 


II ■ " 


1 Not. - 


J. Richardson - . - 


71 


8 


16 


5 


24 


79 




Glen Albyn 


II " ■ 


6 Dec - 


T. Ringrose ... 


145 


3 


17 


8 


190 


284 




EndeaTour 


Ipswich 


2 June 1848 


W. Read . - . . 


68 


5 


14 


3 


17 


54 




Cardinal Wolsey 


II " • 


26 April 1851 


P. Bruff .... 


104 





11 


9 


43 


57 




AtalanU . 


II " " 


26 April - 


. - ditto 


91 


6 


14 


4 


41 


60 




Prince - 


II ■ " 


21Jtme 1852 


- - ditto 


108 





13 


3 


48 


72 




Pearl . - 


>l * " 


11 Not. - 


- - ditto 


138 


5 


15 


5 


80 


137 




Orion 


II " * 


18 Jan. 1853 


. . ditto ... 


160 


1 


20 


5 


133 


226 


iron. 


OrwcU - . - 


fi- 


1 July - 


A. Cobbold - . - 


144 





21 


2 


94 


190 


iron. 


Rirer Qneen - 


ll " " 


1 July - 


- . ditto 


98 


3 


13 


2 


43 


67 


iron. 


Prince Albert - 


II * - 


9 July - 


P. Bruff . - - - 


154 


3 


18 


5 


140 


202 


iron. 


Duchess of Lancaster - 


Lancaster 


13 Sept. 1839 


- - Lancaster and LiTcrpool 
Steam Narigation Company. 


119 


9 


19 


4 


134 


221 




HdTdlyn - 


II " • 


14 Jan. 1851 


Fumess Railway Company - 


131 


1 


16 


5 


87 


153 




Albion - . - 


II * * 


11 June - 


W.Whelan ... 


111 


8 


14 


7 


86 


141 


iron. 


PloTcr - - - 


II ■ • 


21 June 1852 


- - ditto 


159 


9 


16 





99 


141 


iron. 


Morecambe's Qneen . 


II * * 


10 June 1853 


. - ditto 


125 





16 


1 


92 


152 


iron, screw. 


Vulcan - - . 


II " * 


17 Aug. - 


. . ditto ... 


148 


8 


24 





236 


332 


iron. 


Yorkshireman - 




27 Dec. - 


H.J. Hare - - - 


205 


9 


24 


5 


351 


547 




Manchester 


LiTcrpool 


21 Aug. 1826 


D. Belhouse . . - 


72 


5 in. 


16 


6 in. 


43 


.— 




Kingfisher - - 


II " " 


8 April 1830 


Hugh Williams - - - 


77 





16 


2 


57 


~- 




SateUite - . - 


11 - - 


13 Dec. 1831 


- - North Wales Steam Packet 
Company. 


74 


8 


16 





57 


~~ 




Martha - 


II * * 


21 Not. 1834 


Philip Lawrence 


75 


7 


17 





59 


— 




George - 


II " * 


21 Not. - 


- - ditto . . - 


85 


4 


16 


3 


55 


— 




Egerton ... 


>» • • 


10 Aug. 1835 


John Southan ... 


78 


6 


13 


10 


37 


— 




141. 




B 










/^ 


> 


T 
















Digitiz 
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10 



WUMBEE AND NAMES OF RBQISTERED BTBAlf YMMZLS 



RxTUJur of Steam VeaMli Bc^^ifterod in the United Kingdon, &c«— eenlMmadf. 





FMof 


Date of 




DIMENSIONS. 


TONNAGE. 




















VESSELS' NAMES. 






REGISTERED OWNERS. 










tSxcluslw 


Grasi 






Registry. 


Registry. 




Length. 


Breaddi. 


of 
Engine 
Room. 


Tonnage. 












Feet. 


10*»». 


FM. 


10*»». 








Cleyeland - - . 


Ltverpool 


6 Aug. 1836 


. • Liverpool Steam Ferry 


66 


4 


18 


1 


43 


95 




Cheshire Witdi - 


>f • • 


18Noy* 1837 


Company. 

- . Royal Rock Ferry Steam 

Packet Company. 


84 


5 


15 





43 


88 




John Rigby 


- 


27 Dec - 


John Southan ... 


83 





13 


2 


36 


81 




William Fawcett 


>f " • 


19 Feb. 1838 


W. Willoughby & Sons - 


74 


3 


15 


1 


48 


90 




Thomas Roydea 


»f " " 


16' Oct. - 


. . Egremont Steam Packet 
. . Uverpodl Steam Tog 


90 


7 


15 


1 


64 


108 




Preadent - - - 


>f " - 


3 May 1839 


109 


3 


19 


4 


68 


201 










Company. 
















Victoria - 


- « 


3 May - 


. . ^tto ... 


111 


5 


19 


7 


93 


220 




Ormrod - - - 


- 


3 May - 


- . ditto ... 


87 


€ 


15 


4 


58 


111 




Ethiope - - - 


»f " . 


23 July - 


Robert Jamieson 


95 


5 


16 


9 


81 


126 




Nemesis . . • 


»» " - 


13 Jan. 1840 


John Laird . - . 


162 


8 


28 


2 


281 


439 




Albert - - - 


»> " • 


30 April - 


- . Liverpool Steam Tug 
Company. 


lU 


5 


20 


2 


82 


209 




Tower - - - 


i> " - 


30 June - 


- - Mersey and Irwell Navi- 
gation Company. 


81 


6 


16 


1 


47 


97 




Phlegethon 


>» " . 


14 June - 


John Laird 


156 


2 


25 


3 


180 


322 




Rival - . - 


>f " - 


6 July 1841 


.- Mersey and IrweUNavi. 
gation Company. 


81 


1 


16 


2 


50 


100 




Eclipse ... 


f» " - 


26 July - 


T. M'TVar . - - 


104 





16 


9 


98 


174 




Tronbadonr 


f$ " " 


26 Oct. - 




172 


6 


24 


2 


409 


616 




Mersey - - - 




6 Dec 


E. Willoughby & Son 


87 


5 


16 


4 


74 


107 




Blanche . - - 


II " - 


3 May 1842 


- - Trustees of the Duke of 
Bridgewater. 


105 


4 


17 


1 


156 


204 






II " • 


24 May - 


Elizabeth Winder - . 


97 


4 


14 


2 


71 


109 




St. David - . - 


II " " 


24 April 1844 


George Evans . - - 


119 


lOin. 


17 


4in. 


110 


— 




Queen of Beauty 


i» - - 


27 Aug. 1845 


Lodge, Pritchard & Co. 


120 





15 


7 


64 


103 




Finn Mac Connell - 


II " * 


29 Jan. 1846 


Glover & Thorpe 


140 


6 


21 


3 


259 


450 




Covenanter 


II " " 


20 June - 


J. R. Bell- - - - 


110 


4 


17 


1 


71 


154 




Birkenhead 


II " " 


14 Aug, - 


E. WiUoughby & Son 


100 


7 


17 


1 


62 


133 




James Atherton- 


II " ■ 


50ct. - 


Lodge, Pritchard & Co. - 


116 





16 


3 


67 


108 




MaidoflsUy - 


tf ^ ■ 


2 Nov. - 


W. C. Townley - 


94 


2in. 


18 


5 in. 


87 


— 




New Grenada - 


II " " 


4 Jan. 1847 


- - Pacific Steam Navigation 


177 


4 


24 


6 


429 


649 




Express - . . 


II - - 


12 Feb. - 


Company. 

- - Liverpool Steam Tqg 

Company. 


106 


5 


19 


8 


100 


178 




Liver - . . 


II " " 


12 Feb. - 


. - ditto ... 


104 


8 


19 


1 


90 


197 




Britannia ... 


II * * 


28 July - 


E. Willoughby & Son 


111 


6 


17 





81 


124 




Colchester 


II 


26 Oct. 1848 


E. Forster and others 


91 


2 


16 


9 


35 


119 




Prince of Wales 


II * * 


4 Jan. 1849 


J. H. Homfrey - - - 


99 





13 


8 


55 


84 


iron. 


Qneen ... 




4 Jan. - 


. . ditto 


99 





13 


8 


52 


78 


iron. 


Snowdon . - . 


. 


7 Jan. - 


T.Gibbs .... 


106 


4 


16 


5 


94 


160 




Powerful - - - 


II " " 


14 Mar. - 


G. Forster .... 


102 


5 


19 


1 


32 


143 




Queen - . - 




30 May - 


J.Nicholson . - - 


106 


5 


20 


2 


91 


181 




i^gremont . . - 


II * * 


8 June - 


J. Prestopine - - - 


87 


7 


17 


4 


69 


130 


iron. 


Sylph 


II * " 


17 Aug. - 


J. Crippin ... 


112 


8 


16 


8 


70 


127 


iron. 


BoUvia - - - 


II " 


12 Oct. - 


. - Pacific Steam Navigation 
Company. 


197 


5 


26 





509 


773 


iron. 


Wallasey ... 


II " * 


29 Jan. 18M) 


W. R. Coulbom 


109 


8 


16 


6 


49 


110 




FWry - . 




29 Jan. - 


- - ditto 


118 





16 





75 


112 


iros. 


Duke of Sussex - 


II - - 


6 April - 
27 May - 


W. Forster - . . 


82 





15 


8 


31 


91 




Queen ... 


II " - 


W.J.Rudd - . - 


109 


4 


21 


2 


126 


174 


iron. 


Wirrall . 


II " - 


27 May - 


- . ditto 


109 


1 , 


20 


9 


111 


192 


iron. 


Star- - - . 


II " 


4 June - 


. . Royal Rode Ferry Steam 
Packet Company. 


90 


3 


15 


4 


54 


92 


iron. 


Independence - 


II " ■ 


21 June - 


H. N. Abbinett - 


124 


2 


22 


9 


110 


254 


iron. 


Prince Albert . 




27 June - 


J.Mackay 


78 





15 


4 


24 


75 




Royal Tar 


II " " 


2 July - 


J. Crippin - - - 


125 


7 


16 


6 


72 


142 


iron. 


Victory ... 


II " " 


2 Sept. - 


W.Ford .... 


95 


5 


16 


7 


41 


101 




Hercules ... 




27 Nov. - 


W. Downham - . - 


94 


2 


16 


5 


37 


136 




City of Glasgow 


II " " 


6 Dec. - 


Tod & M'Gregor 


227 


5 


32 


7 


li087 


1,609 


iron,soraw. 


Amo . - - 


II " " 


6 Jan. 1851 


J. J.Bibby . - . 


190 





26 


4 


463 


669 


iron* acre w* 


Zephyr - 


II * " 


5 Feb. - 


S. Harden - - - 


113 


5 , 


17 


31 


104 


176 




Mary Agnes 


II " " 


7 Feb. - 


- . Lancashire and Yorkshire 
Railway Company. 


84 


2 


15 


4 


27 


64 




Tartar ... 


II " " 


19 Feb. - 


. . Liverpool Steam Tug 
Company. 


113 


9 


20 


2 


113 


245 




Edward ... 


II * " 


8 May - 


G. S. Sanderson 


80 





11 


5 


24 


48 


iron. 


Hero 




26 June - 


E. & W. Forster 


94 


5 


14 


6 


43 


91 




Menai - - - 


II " * 


14 July ~ 


Hugh Price & Co. - 


165 


4 


19 


9 


141 


259 


iron. 


City of Manchester . 


ft ^ " 


24 July - 


J. Richardson & Co. . 


261 


8 


36 


2 


1,310 


2,110 


ircMit screw. 


Frankfort ... 


ii " " 


5 Aug. - 


F. Chappie . • - 


190 





26 


6 


'414 


658 


iron,iei«w. 


Vernon - - - 


t» ' ' 


12 Aug. - 


E. & S. Willoughby - 


121 


8 


16 


2 


88 


122 


iron. 


Fanny ... 




12 Aug. - 


. - ditto . . - 


110 





16 


6 


73 


105 


iron. 


Cato ... 


- 


12 Aug. - 


- - ditto 


109 


7 


17 


9 


86 


121 


ilQlL. 


Phoebe . 


ii " " 


11 Sept, - 


Preston & Co. ... 


172 


8 


25 


5 


397 


580 


iit>n,icrBW. 


Santiago ... 


II - - 


24 Sept. - 


. . Pacific Steam Navigation 
Company. 


246 


3 


28 


2 


550 


961 


iron. 


Nymph - . . 


ii " " 


27 Oct. - 


J. Crippin 


100 


5 


17 


4 


53 


105 


iron. 


Lima ... 


II " - 


18 Nov. - 


. - Pacific Steam Navigation 
Company. 


249 


5 


29 


2 


661 


1,122 


iraii. 


Tiber -* - . 


II - ■ 


IDec. - 


G. C. Schwabe and otiiers - 


231 


5 


28 


3 


627 


980 


ir(m»iflrew« 


Countess of Lonsdale - 


ii * " 


IJan. 1852 


R. M*Kean & Co. - 


121 


7 


18 


3 


106 


211 




Modem Athens - 


II " " 


30 Jan. - 


J. Bremmer . - - 


118 


5 


18 


1 


76 


201 
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Rmrmirof Steam T 






Port of 


Date of 




DIMENSIONS 


;. 


TONNAGE. 




















TB8SET.S' NAMEa 








REGISTERED OWNERS. 










Exduaivv 


Gross 
Tonnage. 






Regirtrj. 


R^^istry. 




Length. 


Breadth. 


of 
Engine 
Room. 














Fw/. 


lO**. 


Fe€i. 


w^. 








Bogote ... 


liTerpMl . 


13 April 1852 


- - Pacific Steam Navigation 


251 


1 


29 


2 


659 


1,120 


iron. 










Company. 
















Tunanlipas 


»f 


. 


19 Jane - 


J. Burt - - - - 


163 


2 


23 


7 


321 


485 


iron,screw. 


Cleopatra - 

Peman - . - 


f» 


- 


31 Jaly - 


R.M*Kean 


219 





31 


1 


893 


1,452 


iron, screw. 


>f 


- 


10 Ang. - 


W. 8. DUon . 


239 





29 


5 


600 


1,028 


iron.screw. 


SarahSands - . 


» 


- 


17 Sept - 


C. Oddie & Co. - - 


207 


6 


30 


5 


931 


1,300 


iron,screw. 


OsmanU - • . 


»> 


- 


10 Nov. - 


F. Chappie ... 


180 





23 


7 


403 


563 




Calpe - - - 


r» 


- 


1 Jan. 1853 


G. Southern & Co. - 


201 


2 


27 


3 


471 


799 


iron, screw. 


Iroo Prince 


tt 


- 


M) Feb. - 


J. Grantham . - - 


119 


8 


17 


4 


135 


181 


iron, screw. 


Promise - . - 


>» 


. 


28 Feb. - 




78 





15 


1 


20 


65 


iron. 


Antelope - 


tt 


- 


28 Feb. - 


E.Thompson - - - 


228 


2 


25 


3 


778 


1,007 




MaU . . - 


tt 


- 


19 Mar. - 


G. King . . - . 


150 


3 


20 


5 


195 


283 


iron, screw. 


Manchester - . 


tt 


- 


7 April - 


R. Gardner . . - 


139 


8 


19 


6 


157 


271 




Britannia - - - 


tt 


- 


15 April - 


T. Prestopino - - - 


90 


4 


14 


3 


52 


105 




Rattler - 


tt 


- 


16 April - 


F. Chappie 


166 





21 


5 


314 


427 


iron, screw. 


Dumbarton Youth - 


tt 


- 


4 May - 


G.Holt .... 


122 


6 


20 


8 


184 


236 


iron, screw. 


Aynhire Laaiie 


tt 


- 


5 May - 


W. Downham ... 


123 


8 


18 


1 


77 


169 




Astrologer 


tt 


- 


16 May - 


W. S. Dixon - 


186 





24 





306 


476 


iron, screw. 


Ramsgate Packet 


tt 


- 


18 May - 


T. Prestopino ... 


94 


5 


14 


9 


58 


109 




Enterprise 


tt 


- 


23 May - 


T. H. Holdemess - 


120 





19 





131 


230 




Arabian - - - 


11 


- 


25 May - 


W. S. Dixon - 


206 


6 


25 


1 


395 


655 




Amelia ... 


tt 


- 


30 May - 


G. Cram .... 


145 


6 


21 


2 


212 


300 




San Carlo - - - 


tt 


- 


8 Jane - 


T. Vernon . - . 


143 


3 


18 


2 


135 


195 


iron, screw. 


Samson - - - 


tt 


- 


11 Jane - 


J.Tyrcr - . - - 


114 


7 


21 





72 


185 




Defiance - - - 


tt 


- 


11 Jane - 


. . ditto 


112 


3 


20 


3 


76 


219 


iron. 




It 


- 


11 Jane - 


. - ditto . . - 


113 


6 


20 


3 


98 


222 




Tiger .. . 


tt 


- 


11 Jane - 


- - ditto 


91 


6 


16 





54 


108 


iron. 


La PerUte- - . 


tt 


- 


13 Jane - 


. . Pacific Steam Navigation 


106 





17 


4 


84 


130 


iron. 


John Bon- . - 


tt 


• 


18 Jane - 


Company. 
J. Watkins 


93 


5 


16 


9 


45 


103 




Glow-worm 


tt 


- 


18 Jane - 


A. De Ferrieres ... 


61 





8 


6 


11 


20 


iron. 


Argentine . 


tt 


" 


22 Jane - 


- . South American General 
Steam Navigation Company. 


185 


4 


20 


4 


213 


325 


iron. 


UndeSam 


tt 


- 


27 June - 


J. Watkins - - - 


101 


6 


18 


2 


62 


135 




Locifer - - - 


tt 


- 


12 July - 


G. S. Sanderson 


68 


3 


12 


3 


27 


53 


iron, screw. 




tt 


- 


18 July - 


G. Booker . - - 


101 





15 


5 


61 


99 


iron. 


Washington 


tt 


• 


23 July - 


A. Brcmmer - - . 


120 


3 


20 





86 


194 


iron. 


Brazileira- 


f 


* •• 


26 July - 


- . South American Steam 
Narigation Company. 


231 





29 


3 


758 


1.080 


iron, screw. 


ConstHntion - 


tt 


- 


24 A«g. - 


P. Maddox 


132 


9 


22 


3 


49 


262 


iron. 


Earl of Lonsdale 


»t 


- 


26 Aug. - 


G. S. Grenfell - - - 


125 


4 in. 


20 


lin. 


159 


> —^ 




Donro - - - 


tt 


- 


10 Sept. - 


J. Bibby .... 


155 


7 


22 


2 


185 


278 


iron, screw. 


InTindble - . - 


tt 


- 


13Sq>t - 


J. Rigby .... 


105 





16 


6 


66 


111 


iron. 


Olinda - 


tt 


- 


20 Sept. - 


J.Kenworthy - - . 


230 


4 


29 


4 


485 


1,138 




Henry Sonthan - 


tt 


- 


30Sq)t. - 


J. Haddock - - . 


103 


6 


17 


5 


78 


117 


iron, screw. 


Dannbe ... 


tt 


- 


13 Oct. - 


J. Bibby - - - - 


219 


2 


28 


4 


499 


829 


iron, screw. 


Orontes ... 


tt 


• 


220ct - 


F. Chappie 

W.T.Rudd - - . 


188 


5 


26 


8 


538 


748 


iron, screw. 


Woodside- - - 


tt 


- 


10 Nov. - 


108 


2 


19 


7 


79 


115 


iron. 


Lositania. - . 


tt 


" 


14 Nov. - 


--South American Steam 
Navigation Company. 


230 





28 


9 


673 


1.104 




Yaldiria - • - 


M 


- 


23 Nov. - 


- - Pacific Steam Navigation 


201 





27 


9 


555 


783 




Rhone . . 


tt 


. 


25 Nov. - 


Company. 

J. Bibby .... 


220 





28 


5 


501 


836 


iron, screw. 


Robert Bams - 


tt 


- 


29 Nov. - 


J. Watkins - . 


84 


6 


15 


8 


41 


95 




CoUaroT - . - 


tt 


- 


23 Dec. - 


J. Laird .... 


^ 158 


6 


22 


2 


202 


330 


iron. 


Harriet - . - 


LUneHj - | 


26 June 1841 


R.J.Nevin - . . 


89 





14 


8 


26 


91 




Atlas - - . 


tt 


• 


13 July 1850 


- . ditto ... 


74 





16 


5 


6 


78 


iron. 


Sanson ... 


tt 


• 


27 Jan. 1852 


C.A.Nevin . . - 


93 





17 


3 


30 


113 




Postboy • • • 
Royal Yictoria • 


Lowesti^ - 1 


29 Sept 1852 


W. B.Roe . - . 


69 


7 


11 


9 


17 


35 




tt 


- 


15 Aug. 1853 


W. S. Andrews - 


187 





22 


8 


438 


615 




City ofNorwi<^ 


tt 


- 


25 Aug. - 


. . ditto ... 


183 


1 


26 


2 


472 


682 


iron. 


Cumberland . * 


tt 


- 


29 Aug. - 


. . ditto - - . 


197 





24 


2 


347 


518 


iron. 


Arab . . . 


tt 


. 


26 Sept - 


- - ditto 


130 


6 


22 


5 


131 


303 




Tonning ... 


tt 


. 


8 Oct - 


. ditto - . - 


222 


4 


27 


6 


735 


987 


iron. 


Lionets ... 


Lynn 


- 


15 Feb. 1842 


M. D. Thomham 


58 


7 


13 


7 


13 


44 




Dolphin . 


>f 


- 


1 April 1847 


W. Shipp .... 


61 


1 


13 


7 


13 


44 




BonnieDondee - 


M«yp«t .| 


12 Mar. 1853 


. . Maryport Steam Shipping 

Company. 

T.Brown .... 


163 


2 


17 


8 


199 


288 




Norfolk Hero - 


tt 


. . 


1 Dec. 1853 


73 


3 


14 


9 


19 


65 




Rambler - 


tt 


- 


IDec. - 


. - ditto . . - 


69 


9 


14 





15 


54 




Cambria - 


Milford 


27 Dec. 1849 


W.Robertson - 


71 





15 


8in. 


48 






Ann and Jane - 


Ifewcastle - 


17 Jan. 1825 


J. Johnson ... 


67 


6 


16 


1 


27 


.^ 




BUiestio . 


tt 


. 


3 May 1826 


J. MiUcr .... 


56 


2 


14 


8 


21 


.^ 




Friendship 


tt 


- 


14 Jan. 1829 


A. Murray - - . - 


57 


6in. 


15 


5 


20 


— 




Elixabeth • 


tt 


- 


17 June 1831 


J. Renwick . . . 


57 


6 in. 


12 


8 in. 


21 


.^ 




Gemariah- 


tt 


. 


12 Mar. 1834 


H. Nairn .... 


58 


10 in. 


14 


7in. 


28 


.... 


^ 


Ocean ... 


tt 


. 


3 July - 


W. Innis .... 


57 


10 in. 


12 


4 in. 


18 


.. 




Endearoor 


tt 


- 


22 Mar. 1838 


J. BUkey .... 


61 


6 


13 


5 


18 


1 48 




Oriogton ... 


tt 


- 


29Ma7 - 


W. Burnett . - . 


61 


8 


12 


9 


17 


' 45 




John and William • 


tt 


- 


8 Sept. - 


J. Cooper . . . - 


70 


8 


14 


5 


23 


64 




Joseph and Elizabeth. 


tt 


. 


13 Sept - 


J. Richardson ... 


61 





14 





13 


47 




Bloasom - . . 


tt 


• . 


18 Sept - 


T. Dawson ... 


57 





11 


8 


8 


33 




E.L. - . 


tt 


- 


23 Oct. - 


Ralph Wilson . . - 


44 


6in. 


11 





11 


t ^^^ 




Margaret - - - 


tt 


- 


16 April 1839 


George Brown ... 


67 


1 


14 


7 


15 


• 59 




Netherton-. . 


tt 


. 


21 Feb. 1842 


Margaret Bum . . - 


60 


5 


13 


8 


13 


i ^^ 




PrinceAlbert . • 


tt 


- 


20 June - 


T. Ellis .... 


66 


2 


13 


4 


15 


' 52 

1 




141. 








B 2 








/^ 


1. 


WMOMtd) 
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NUMBER AND NAMES OF REGISTERED STEAM VESSELS 



Return of Steam Vessels Registered in the United Kingdom, 6cc,^eo»tinued. 



VESSELS' NAMES. 



Catherine - 
Comet - - - 
Laurel - - - 
Martello ... 
William and Mary 
Ellen Browne - 
Qaeen of the Tyne - 
Messenger 

Samson . - - 
Liberty - . - 
Don - - - - 
Admiral - . - 
Pursuit - - - 
Majestic - . - 
Mary - - • 
Joseph and William - 
Olive - - - 
Princess - - - 
FaIcou - - - 
Alice - - . 
Wilberforce 
Mary and Jane - 
Good Intent 
Syren - - - 
Hero - - . 
Hotspur - - - 
Caledonia - - . 
Newcastle 

Onyx - - . 
Ranger - - . 
Dart . . - 

Mary Agnes 
Clyde - - - 
Burden . • . 
Sampson - . . 
Neptune - - - 
Tarset - - . 
Margaret • - . 
Harmony - - - 
Jubilee ... 
Undaunted 

Star - - . - 
Tiger - - . 
War Eagle 

Gleaner - - . 
Ayrshire - - - 
Wonder - - - 
Elswick ... 
Alligator ... 
Express - - - 
Olive ... 
Chevy Chase 
Jabez Bunting - 
Talbot - - - 
Sceptre - - - 
Earl Percy 
Neptune '- 
Vesper ... 
Earl Douglas * 
Forester - - - 
Imperial - - - 
Erin ... 

Favourite - - - 
Wards - 
Queen of Sheba 
Tyne - - - 
Industry - . - 
Twilight - - . 
George and Jane 
Litae Western - 
Merry Andrew - 
Ocean Biide 
Robert and Jane 
Margaret Ansley 
Robert Bruce - 
William Caigill 
'Chanticleer 
John Bowes 
Jokka ... 
Wanderer 

Phoenix - - . 
Anne ... 
WiUiam - 
Eclipse ... 
Eclipse - • . 



Port of 
Registry. 



Newcastle 



Newport 







DIMENSIONS 




TONNAGE. 




Date of 


















REGISTERED OWNERS. 










Exclusive 


Gross 
Tonnage. 




Registry. 




Length. 


Breadth. 


of 
Engine 
Room. 








JPee^ 


10***. 


jRsef. 


10'**. 








9 Sept. 1842 


J. Crosthwaite - 


71 


6 


11 


7 


17 


34 




27 April 1843 


E. Hall Campbell, junr. - 


90 


8 


13 


7 


33 


62 




5 May - 


M. Harrison ... 


70 





.11 


7 


19 


38 




16 May - 


£. H. Campbell - - 


71 





12 


2 


20 


42 




24 June - 


W.Tase . - - - 


73 


7 


15 


6 


25 


76 




8 July - 


T.Browne ... 


68 





15 





22 


72 




24 Nov. - 


J.Wood .... 


71 


8 


12 





20 


40 




17 Jan. 1844 


J. Dove . - - . 


70 





14 


6 


19 


63 




3 May - 


J. Chirk . - - . 


67 


1 


14 


4 


16 


56 




10 June - 


T. Vardy . - - . 


53 


5 


12 


8 


9 


35 




29 Mar. 1845 


J. Wilson .... 


59 


5 


12 


7 


13 


37 




10 May - 


A. Strong - - - . 


73 


3 


16 





23 


76 




22 May - 


. - ditto ... 


62 


1 


14 





12 


46 




25 June - 


R. Miller . . . - 


47 


11 in. 


11 


7 in. 


14 


— 




27 Sept. - 


W. Brown ... 


52 


2 


12 


4 


11 


32 




29 Sept. - 


J.Watson ... 


63 


7 


12 


7 


14 


44 




9 Oct. - 


A. Fraser - . . - 


70 





13 


3 


20 


51 




6 Mar. 1846 


J. Moore - - . . 


71 


2 


11 


6 


20 


41 




18 April - T. Meadows . . . 


66 


6 


13 


2 


13 


46 




11 June - 


R. MitcheU . - 


71 


5 


14 





20 


61 




19 June - 


J. Richardson ... 


72 


9 


15 





23 


67 




16 July - 


J. Charlton • . . 


68 


1 


13 


6 


18 


51 




22 Aug. - 


W. Rippon ... 
J. Dial . - . . 


64 


3 


13 


8 


17 


55 




24 Aug. - 


57 


9 


13 


5 


14 


41 




31 Aug. - 


R. Owens - - - - 


74 


5 


15 


3 


20 


69 




15 Oct. - 


W. Minto - . - - 


61 


5 


13 


3 


13 


42 




22 Dec. - 


S. Bengali - . 


72 


9 


14 


8 


19 


61 




29 Mar. 1847 


W. Turner ... 


73 


8 


12 


7 


20 


42 




22 April - 


W. Chambers - 


65 


7 


13 


1 


18 


51 




26 April - 


A. Strong .... 


83 


4 


17 


2 


20 


92 




24 May - 


G. Johnson ... 


48 


6 


10 


3 


14 


34 




2 July - 


A. Gray - - . . 


85 


4 


15 


1 


42 


82 




7 Aug. - 


E. Flinn .... 


67 





13 


5 


20 


52 




16 Aug. - 


T. MarshaU - . - 


39 


9 


10 


5 


2 


17 




7 Sept. - 


A. Strong and others . 


68 


9 


14 


2 


19 


58 




8 Sept. - 


A. Armstrong and others • 


57 





12 


8 


14 


40 




8 Sept. - 


James Moore ... 


54 


6 


13 


2 


8 


31 




14 Oct. - 


J. Hedley and others . 


55 


7 


12 


8 


13 


37 




16 Oct. - 


W. Hall .... 


66 


1 


13 


2 


14 


47 




29 Oct. - 


B. Pearson ... 


66 


4 


13 


6 


13 


48 




8 Dec. - 


R. Dawson ... 


63 


2 


12 


3 


18 


48 




21 Dec. - 


M. Stoker and others • 


65 





13 


2 


15 


49 




3 Jan. 1848 


G. Redhead and others 


59 





13 


1 


13 


42 




14 Jan. - 


J. V. Almond - 


71 


7 


14 


5 


16 


59 




17 Jan. - 


W. Dalgleish and others . 


74 


8 


12 


6 


21 


46 




17 Jan. - 


E. Flinn .... 


66 


6 


13 


1 


15 


49 




22 July - 


J. Foster - - . - 


73 





14 


5 


24 


65 




7 Aug. - 


J. Newton and others 


69 





14 





14 


55 




29 Aug. - 


W. Smith and others - 


119 





19 


6 


98 


220 




2 Dec - 


T.Nelson- . . - 


70 





12 


3 


16 


38 




7 Dec. - 


W.Nelson 


73 


7 


12 


8 


21 


50 




6 Feb. 1849 


J. Ormston . . - 


156 


1 


22 


8 


285 


366 


iron. 


7 Mar. - 


J. Brookbank ... 


71 


3 


14 


3 


19 


60 




13 June - 


R.Wr^ht . . . 


50 


3in. 


13 





17 


— 




1 Sept. - 


T. Errington ... 


63 


3 


13 


6 


16 


53 




11 Sept. - 


J. Ormston - - - 


163 





23 


3 


305 


394 


iron. 


2 Feb. 1850 


H.Metcalfe - - . 


128 


6 


18 


2 


174 


278 




7 Sept. - 


J. Hopper - . - 


59 


5 


11 


8 


14 


32 




19 Oct. - 


J. Ormston ... 


140 


6 


20 


5 


194 


272 


iron, screw. 


20 Nov. - 


R. Redhead ... 


73 


2 


11 


9 


20 


42 




26 June 1851 


T.Tweddle - - - 


72 


6 


14 


5 


21 


65 




1 Nov. - 


R. Thorman ... 


74 


5 


13 


4 


21 


52 




19 Dec .. 


R. Shield .... 


52 


2 . 


11 





10 


27 




10 April 1852 


R. Redhead - - - 


69 


7 


13 


3 


18 


50 




1 June. - 


N. Strong 


77 


3 


14 


4 


23 


70 




10 Aug. - 


T.BaUey .... 


156 





20 


5 


165 


264 




18 Aug. - 


G. Reed .... 


71 


7 


13 


3 


17 


49 




23 Oct. - 


E. Hutchinson ... 


72 


5 


12 


2 


20 


44 




26 Oct. - 


R. Scrope . - . - 


60 


7 


10 


6 


14 


31 




18 Feb. 1853 


B. Bootiman ... 


75 


4 


10 


4 


20 


36 




19 Feb. - 


J. Bastard 


109 


6 


18 


6 


65 


156 




26 April - 
20 May - 


J. Forster - . . - 


68 


2 


13 


2 


•21 


48 




J. Lakey .... 


65 


6 


11 


3 


13 


31 




30 June - 


W.Nelson - - 


71 


6 


14 





19 


55 




20 July - 


C. Carr . - . - 


71 


3 


13 


6 


19 


51 




21 July - 


T. Jameson ... 


65 


5 


12 





17 


40 




18 Aug. - 


J. Ormston - - - 


181 


2 


25 


2 


386 


554 


iron, screw. 


1 Oct. - 


CM. Palmer - 


148 


9 


25 


7 


875 


485 




22 Oct. - 


J. WUkin .... 


66 


8 


12 


3 


29 


47 


screw. 


5 Nov. - 


J. Hopper ... 
CU.Laws . . - 


70 


5 


11 


6 


15 


36 




26 Nov. - 


143 





24 


3 


244 


401 


iron. 


10 Dec - 


J. Dobson ... 


63 





11 


5 


15 


34 




24 Dec. - 


W. Charlton ... 


72 





11 


4 


19 


40 




17 Nov. 1835 


S. Hartrick 


51 


11 in. 


17 


6 in. 


31 


.- 




31 Jan. 1849 


W. C. Benton « 


88 





15 


6 


52 


103 
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RBmuf of BteoD Vends Registered in the United Kingdom, itc^^comihrned. 



VESSELS' NAMES. 



Phoenix - 
Brunswick 

Alert 

Qneen 

Sir Fnncb Drake 

Alert 

Lord TarboTongh 

Pniheek - - - 

Earl Spencer - 

Her Mijesty 
Princess Royal - 
Prince of Wales 
Prince Albert - 
Union • • • 
Ranger . • - 
Cupid 

Tobermory 

Prince of Wales 

Experiment 

James Dennistown - 

LQy . . . 

Gem 

Alioe - . 

Preston • • « 

Stonr 

Lee • • . . 

PrinceAlfred - 

City of Rochester 

Princess Royal - 

Qneen of the Isles - 

Die Schone Mainsem 

Brilliant - . . 

Express - . • 

Cornwall • . . 

Queen - . . 

Ranger • . * 

Harrest Home - 
James Watt 

Shannon . . - 
Waterton - 

Lasso'Gowrie - 
Champion 
Helen M*Gregor 

Morieys - . . 

Tramp • . . 
Powerful - 
Cupid 

Queen "^^ctoria - 

Brilliant . . . 

Rapid . . . 

Pomona - - . 

British Hero - 

Britannia • • . 

Chieftain - . . 

Freedom - . . 

Beeswing . - . 

Prince Albert - 




Conquest - 
Tyne 

Durham • 
Northumberland 
Blyth 
RkingSun 
Dart 

Bannockbum - 
Ann and Jane - 
James and Emma 
Crescent « - 
Content - 
oecivc • • 
Restless - 
Victory - 
Grace DarUng - 
Conqueror 
Tam CShanter - 
Blessing - 
Pik>t - . 

14]. 



Poole - 
Portsmouth 



Preston 



Rsmsgate 
Rodimter 



Runcorn 
St. Ites 



Shields- 



4 June 1840 

14 Mar. 1846 
24 Feb. 1848 

5 April 1852 
29 May - 

6 Aug. 1850 
17 Feb. 1846 

8 Dec. 1851 
8 Dec. - 
8 Dec. - 
8Dec - 
8 Dec - 

21 April 1853 
13 Jan. 1840 

6 Nov. - 

20 Mar. 1843 
26 May - 
19 June 1847 

7 June 1852 

22 June - 

19 Nov. 
11 Oct. 

6 July 

7 May 

15 July 
2 May 
1 Feb. 

28 April 1852 

21 Aug. 1847 

20 Mar. 1845 



1853 
1848 
1840 
1846 
1849 
1851 



1849 



1850 



3 April 1848 

3 April - 

27 July 1852 

17 May 1848 

18 May - 
31 May - 

18 July - 

28 July - 

14 Oct. - 
9 Nov. - 
9 Dec. - 

10 Jan. 
10 Jan. 
13 Mar. 

4 April 

23 May 
25 July 

20 Aug. 
31 Aug. 
27 Oct. 

10 Dec. 
9 Feb. 

24 June 
27 July 

16 Sept. 

25 Oct. 
25 Oct. 

21 Dec 
21 Dec 
21 Dec 

15 Jan. 
21 Jan. 

17 Mar. - 

19 April - 
30 May - 

2 June - 

11 June - 

12 June - 
21 June - 

15 July - 

16 Oct. - 

3 Oct. - 

29 Aug. - 

13 Dec - 

20 Dec - 
24 Jan. 1852 



1851 



REGISTERED OWNERS. 



C. Hall - 

- • Plymouth and Portsmouth 
Steam-Packet Company. 

J. Bordhay - - . 
G. Harvey ... 

W. Langdon ... 
E. L. Elliott . 
J. R. Vivian - - - 
W.J.Pike - . 

- - Portsmouth and Ryde 
Steam Packet Company. 

. - ditto . . - 

- - ditto 

- - ditto . : 

- - ditto ... 

- - ditto ... 
W.Ray - . - . 

- - Preston and Wyre Rail- 
way Company. 

- - Commissioners of the 
Town of Birkenhead. 

T. H. Higgins ... 
W.Bond - . . . 

- - Preston and Wyre Rail- 
way Company. 

W.Bond . . - . 

E. Pedder - . . - 

W. Humber 

W. ThnOfuU - 

Corporation of Sandwich . 

W.Lee - 

W. Giles & Co. - 

- - ditto - . - 

- - ditto 

- - ditto 

E. Taylor . . - 
--Brilliant Steam Packet 
Company. 

- - Bristol and Hayle Steam 
Packet Company. 

- - ditto 

- - ditto ... 
M. Cook .... 

A. Strong .... 
J. Young . . » . 

B. Pearson ... 
W.Gibson - . . 
Geoige Lamb ... 
R. Sadler .... 
J. Cowperthwaite 

R. GaUIeo- 

J. Brown * . • . 

J. Best .... 

T. Robson ... 

W. Thorp .... 

A. Strong .... 

P. Fenton .... 

A. Sweney ... 

A. Strong .... 

6. Redhead 

J.Hall . 

G. Strong .... 

S. BeU . . . . 

T. Dawson 

J. Smith .... 

- - ditto 

John Tinley ... 
• - ditto ... 

- . ditto ... 
M. W. J. mdney 

J. Carsan .... 

D. Renwick . . . 
T. Brewis . . . - 
W. MUbum 

Sarah Legg • . . 

W. Wright 

A. Porteus ... 

A. Law . . - 

J. Landdls 

J. P. Letts 

J. Rutter . . • . 

W.Hall . - . . 

R. Chishohn ... 

J. Cowperthwaite 

F. Sill ... . 



B3 



DIMENSIONS. 



length. 



Breadth. 



F^t 10«*». 



83 
149 

46 
68 
124 
90 
86 
72 
85 



141 

151 

158 
78 
65 



66 
67 
60 
66 
59 
70 
73 
73 
65 
62 
69 
63 
80 
71 
69 
69 
70 
66 
71 
72 
71 
67 
65 
71 
66 
69 
67 
60 
49 
80 
64 
67 
74 
78 
61 
75 
74 
59 
53 



9 
5 

3 
5 


2 

9 



129 


1 


107 


6 


107 


6 


96 





87 


3 


72 


5 


55 


5 


80 


2 


159 


6 


60 





104 


8 


82 


6 


152 


4 


56 





156 


8 


57 


8 


89 


4 


70 


4 


123 





106 





108 


1 


163 


4 


137 


1 



1 

6 
5 
3 

81 -8 
67 5 



3 

8 
7 
6 
8 
ti 
7 
4 
2 
2 
2 
3 
7 
4 
5 
5 
6 
2 

8 
7 
4 
9 

3 
6 

2 
6 
9 
2 
3 
7 
3 
6 

8 
9 
4 



Feet. 10<*». 



15 

18 

10 
13 
16 
11 
12 
13 
12 

14 
13 
13 
12 
11 
14 
10 



13 
18 
13 
21 
12 
16 
10 
14 
13 
12 
13 
18 

21 

20 
21 
16 
13 
16 
14 
13 
12 
13 
13 
12 
14 
15 
13 
14 
12 
15 
13 
16 
14 
13 
15 
11 
13 
15 
14 
20 
15 
16 
14 
14 
12 
14 
13 
10 
16 
14 
13 
15 
15 
10 
14 
14 
13 
13 



7 
5 

1 
5 
8 
2 
3 




2 
2 
4 

8 




11 8 

24 6 

10 9 

14 6 



9 

2i 

2 

7 





4 

2 

8 



2 

9 

6 

5 



3 

1 

2 



8 

5 



3 

4 

7 

6 

4 

8 

6 

8 

3 

7 

3 

2 

3 

6 

4 



4 

8 

9 

5 

6 

7 

3 



TONNAGE. 



Exclusive 



Grots 



of 
Kr Tonnage 



36 
172 

16 
29 
94 
24 
36 
22 
43 

66 
57 
57 
46 
31 
22 
19 

47 

313 
19 
76 

50 

117 

10 

262 

10 

46 

20 

62 

46 

42 

109 

142 

130 

229 
225 
20 
13 
25 
17 
16 
16 
13 
13 
19 
16 
17 
24 
15 
14 
20 
13 
23 
18 
22 
20 
15 
15 
20 
18 
37 
21 
18 
23 
15 
19 
14 
11 
9 
28 
16 
16 
25 
23 
II 
25 
19 
12 
14 



92 
277 

25 

52 

171 

43 
79 
48 
69 

92 
87 
87 
67 
54 
44 
35 

80 

500 

34 

126 

76 
179 

34 
339 

32 

71 ; 

30 I 

90 

69 

C2 
143 
243 ' 

234 1 

363 j 

342 ' 

82 ': 

^» I 
82 , 

52 ; 

51 ' 

48 

^5 ' 

47 
45 

61 i 
67 
43 
51 
37 
66 
35 
79 
62 
53 
65 
34 
52 
74 
62 
106 
81 
74 
62 
58 
44 
56 
36 
22 
90 
54 
43 
74 
77 
28 
09 
C6 
47 
40 



Iron, screw. 



(continued) 



Digitized by 



Google 



»4 



MCMBKR iJTD ITAMES OF BEOBTEBZD STIAJC VESSEtS 





Rnmiof StaHsTa 


■els RflgiiteMd ki tke Uirited 1 














Port of 


Date of 




DIMENSIONS. 


TtM^NAGE. 


















VESSELS' NAMES. 






REQBTEREB OWNERS. 








Bzdnabv 


Gross 






Ragiitrj. 


Regiafcrj. 




Length. 


Bre^ltii. 


of 
Engine 
Room. 


Tonnage. 










fM. 


lO**. 


IM. lO**. 








Brit&muA - • « 


Shiddi- - 


24 Feb. 1852 E. Pearwn 


74 


7 


15 1 


26 


71 




Corsair ... 




1 Mar. - J. WMle .... 


n 


6 


15 


35 


81 




Albion . - - 




1 Mar. - W. BfattiMB - 


69 


8 


14 6 


18 


59 




Vigilant - - - 




IMar. -. 


Marquis Titdifield - - 


78 





16 2 


33 


90 




Henry Wright - 
Britannia - - - 


»» - " 


17Apra - 
20Aprfl - 


G. Wri^t- - - - 
R.Pow - . - - 


93 
97 


8 
8 


18 
17 5 


42 
42 


112 
128 




PUot - - - 


" - - 


27Apra - 


So«th Shields Pilot Society- 


84 


3 


16 8 
16 7 
16 8 


32 


95 




Northomberiaid 
Shields . - - 


»» " " 


30 April - 
18 May - 


G.Wasooe- - - - 
J. Young .... 


77 
83 



2 


40 
25 


95 
84 




Swan ... 


" _ . 


20 May - 


J. Sim . . - . 


115 


9 


19 • 


21 


118 




Brothers - - - 




22 May - 


- ditto .... 


85 


8 


16 4 


34 


94 




Paragon - - - 
RobCTt and Ann 


f» ■ * 


18 Aug. - 

19 Aug. - 


J. Rob«m- - - - 
J.Oxkjy - . . - 


75 

66 


4 
2 


15 
14 3 


20 
18 
26 


70 

98 




William and Charles - 


. 


25 Aug. - 


M.Cook - . . - 


80 


4 


16 


84 




Welcome ... 


' 


1 Sept. " 


J.B.Scott - - - 


67 


2 


14 4 


14 


55 




MarshaU - 


" , « 


7 Oct. - 


T.Robson- - - - 


66 


3 


12 9 


18 


44 




Robert Bmee - 


" . _ 


14 Oct. - 


R. Seaton - - - - 


89 


3 


17 4 


19 


102 




Advance . - - 


tf 


12 Nov. - 


J. Jennings - - - 


61 





14 1 


15 


48 




MaUard . - - 


" . « 


6 Dec. - 


W. Longridgeando^ers - 


65 


8 


14 3 


19 


56 




Avenger . - - 


. 


15 Jan. 1853 


A.N.Coe- . . - 


75 


9 


14 9 


22 


88 




Captain Washington - 
Premier . - - 


»» " * 


12 Feb. - 
16 Feb. - 


J. Hutchinson - . - 
J. Lidden. - - - 


79 
64 


7 
2 


16 
14 1 


27 
15 


80 
50 




Honor - - . 


« 


10 May - 


J. Tweedy- - . . 


66 


8 


12 9 


17 
17 
21 

18 


43 




William Wallace 


. 


10 May - 


Biary Strong ... 


73 





15 4 


62 




Engineer - - - 
Alert 


>» " " 


16 May - 

3 June - 


Thomas Hunter ... 
T. Stoker - . . - 


69 
71 


5 

1 


13 4 
15 2 


54 
66 




John Button - 


tt 


22 June - 


Anthony Strong ... 


67 


5 


13 2. 


15 


42 




Esther . 


" . . 


1 July - 


J. W. Robson - - - 


55 


5ki. 


13 5 m. 


22 


— 




Hercules . - - 
John Lee . - . 




8 July - 
16 July - 


J. Hafl - - - - 
W. MiBer- - - . 


71 
69 






14 9 
12 9 


17 
10 


52 
35 




Test- 


" 


10 Aug. - 


A. R. Grant - . - 


79 


5 


15 5 


31 


82 




Economy . - - 


* 


7 Sept. - 


W. Minto - - 


65 





13 8 


17 


51 




British Dominioa 


. 


3 Oct. - 


D. Taws .... 


69 





14 9 


18 


58 




Sir Isaac Newton 




18 Oct. - 




80 





15 


29 


78 




Active ... 




26 Oct. - 


G. Brown .... 


63 


3 


13 6 


U 


48 




Water Witch - 


" _ . 


23 Nov. - 


G. Heads .... 


65 


8 


13 9 


12 


50 




St. Clare . - . 


. , 


30 Nov. - 


R. Reay .... 


67 


2 


12 8 


16 


40 




Margaret and Blary - 


„ . 


14 Dec. - 


T. Heaton- - - - 


57 


8 


14 1 


14 


43 




Chesapeak 


- 


16 Dec - 


B. Pterson . . - 


72 





14 


19 


57 




Ruby . - - 


SontfaMnpton 


11 Nov. 1841 


W. A. Fitihugb - - - 


114 


9 


16 4 
11 6 


63 


111 




Duke of Bucdengh - 


f» " " 


10 Jan. 1842 


- . ditto 


74 


3 


32 


54 




Earl of Malmesbury - 


ff * " 


10 Jan. - 


. . ditto ... 


85 


3 


15 6 


49 


98 




Solent 


»» " * 


13 Jan. - - - Solent Sea Steam P&cket 


8t 





13 6 


34 


61 




Pearl 




1 Company. 
31 July 1844 W. A. FltehuKh- 


89 


9 


13 3 


33 


64 




Wonder ... 


fi " * 


13 Oct. 1847 


.. New South Western StMm 
Navigation Company. 


158 





20 6 


168 


250 




Southwestern - 


. 


13 Oct. - 


- - ditto 


143 





18 


132 


204 




Transit ... 


" . . 


13 Oct. - 


. - ditto - . - 


126 





19 6 


160 


267 




Grand Turk 


a . 


13 Oct. - 


- - ditto 


135 


3 


20 2 


244 


369 




Express - - - 


f» " * 


13 Oct. - 


- - ditto - . - 


159 





21 4 


152 


255 




Queen ... 


ft " " 


5 Oct. 1849 


W. A. Fitxhugh 


117 


1 


14 


56 


93 




Courier . . - 




4 Mar. - 


- - New South Western Steam 
Navigation Company. 


167 





22 5 


196 


314 




Dispatch - 


»» " " 


7 Aug. 1850 


. . ditto ... 


166 


7 


22 1 


197 


320 


iroiu 


Mary - - - 


»f " * 


13 April 1852 


J. Moody .... 


78 


8 


8 3 


17 


25 




Medina - - - 




26 Jan. 1853 


W. A. Fitxhugh ... 


120 


8 


14 9 


63 


101 




AtalanU - 


ff " " 


IMar. - 


. . New South Western Steam 
Navigation Company. 


160 


4 


22 1 


179 


315 




Gem- ... 


^ . 


8 Mar. - 


J. Stare & Co. - 


107 


6 


14 9 


47 


87 




Brilliant ... 


" . . 


lAprfl - 


T.Matthews - - - 


109 


2 


25 7 


189 


267 


senv. 


Argyle - - - 


. 


27 Oct. - 


H. Lowndes - - - 


99 





16 3 


65 


92 


iromaoniw 


Belmont - 


>» • - 


7 Dec. - 


- - Southampton Steam Tow- 
ing Company. 


72 


4 


15 9 


21 


72 




Aid - - - . 


- 


7 Dec. - i - - ditto - . - 


82 


8 


16 


32 


90 




John and Ann - 


Stockton 


13 Jan. 1838 1 A. Metcalfe 


56 


3iib 


14 6in. 


16 


— 




British Queen - 


ff " * 


16 Dec 18«> 


J. Strong - - - - 


82 


7 


16 


39 


90 




Vigilant . 


ff " 


17 May 18^ 


Bbdcey&Co. - 


70 





15 I 


18 


62 




Britain ... 


ff * " 


4 June 1844 


W.Bouch - - - 


96 


8 


11 9 


13 


45 




Bee ... - 


ff *" " 


17 Sept. 1845 


S.Ingledew - - - 


65 





13 


16 


49 




Sampson - - - 


ft " " 


20 Aug. 1846 


D.Blakey - - - 


79 





15 8 


23 


69 




Champion - . - 


ff * " 


12 Oct - A. Shields and others - - | 


77 


8 


15 2 


23 


75 




Royal Victoria - 


ff "" " 


21 May 1847 


W. Hardcastle - - - 


83 


5 


16 


23 


82 




Gleaner ... 


ff " " 


21 May - 


J. Strong .... 


88 


7 


15 1 


27 


80 




Chieftain ... 


f f " " 


12 June - 


T. Redhead 


65 


9 


12 7 


17 


46 




Jenny Lind 


If — ■* 


7 April 1848 


- - ditto - • - 


97 


8 


16 9 


37 


112 




Ocean Bride - 


ff " " 


8 June 1849 


R.BeU - - - - 


70 


4 


11 7 


17 


36 




Reaper - - - 


ft " " 


28 Feb. 1850 


John Strong 


74 


2 


14 1 


22 


63 




Mercury ... 


ff " " 


28 Feb. - 


J. J. Smith ... 


91 


9 


13 4 


32 


62 




Commodore 


ft " " 


13 April - 


A. Duncan . • • 


81 


9 


14 6 


29 


75 




Voltigeur . 


ff " " 


16 April 1851 


G. Craggs . - . - 


83 





15 9 


29 


82 




Royal Sovereign 


ff " " 


18 June - 


J.ThirkeU 


52 


3 


12 3 


10 


36 




Victory - - . 


ff " " 


2 Feb. 1852 


John Strong ... 


107 


8 


18 3 


53 


167 




Contractor 


ft " ** 


8 May - 


J. Morrell . . - 


96 





17 1 


28 


119 




Conquest - - 


ff " * 


22 May - 


John Strong ... 


68 


6 


15 2 


19 


65 
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Bmmar«f Sisam Yemela Begiilarad ia tlM Uaitod I3q 














Ptetof 


Date of 


" 


DIMENSIONS. 


TONNAGE. 








1 








1 




YSSSELSr NAMES. 






RBOI8T1SRED OWVER& 










Ezdustfe 


Gross 






Bi«istry 


Registry. 




Lengdi. 


Breads. 


of 
Engfaie 
Room. 


Tonnage^ 


/ 










Feet. 10***. ! 


JfeitlO***. 








Hunter - 


Stodrton 


HJnne 1852 


J.J.Smith ... 


50 





11 


4 


IB 


28 




Ster ... 


>» " " 


29 Sept. - 


F.J. Leach 


83 





1& 


6 


28 


82 




UnHed Kingdom - 


»» " 


16 April 1853 


A. CDoncan . • • 


71 


5 


14 


5 


19 


59 




BritkhBominion - 


f> • 


15 Aug. - 


John Strong ... 


77 


4 


14 


4 


28 


70 




Beraer . - - 


#> " • 


10 Oct - 


W.Doncan ... 


62 


6 


IS 


7 


13 


46 




Bendd - - - 


»» ■ " 


16 Dec. - 


T.Aykn 

R. Watson and others 


72 





15 


9 


24 


81 




Keptime - 


Simderiand - 


17 Oct 1826 


64 


6 in. 


22 


2in. 


41 






Sneannm - • - 


» " " 


10 Aug. 1841 


R.Lister .... 


46 


9 


11 


2 


9 


24 




Benger - - - 


» ■ " 


2 July 1842 


W. Meadley - 


77 





15 


1 


29 


79 




Vrlde of the North - 


>» ■ " 


6Jaly 1844 


T. Winter - - - 


44 


4 1 


9 


5 


7 


17 




Milo - - - 


>» * " 


21 Oct 1847 


Gay Potts and odiers • 


65 


6 


13 


5 


27 


55 




Gently - - - 


>» ' " 


25 Feb. 1847 


M. Thoomson ... 


70 


I 


14 


4 


18 


58 




LetyAdeltide - - 
Barl of Sunderland - 


i» " " 


8 Mar. - 




63 


3 i 


13 


2 


15 


55 




i> - 


9 March - 


- . ditto - - - 


72 


5 


15 


2 


17 


74 




JaekTftr - - • 


i» ■ " 


20 Dec. - 


ILIister - . - 


45 


7 1 


10 


7 


7 


20 




Conqneror 


>» " " 


22 Jan. 1848 


J.Welch .... 


67 





13 


1 


13 


48 




Haiwell ... 


»» " " 


28 Jane - > 


C. Taylor- - - - 


75 


8 


16 


1 


23 


78 




Wensbeck- - - 


» * " 


28 Jane - 


T. Winter - . . - 


52 


7 


11 


9 


13 


32 




Pilot - - - 


» " " 


6Jaly - 


GayPotts ... 
T.C. Potts ... 


67 


8 


14 


6 


16 


52 




Atlas 


»> * " 


8Aag. - 


76 


7 


15 


1 


24 


69 




HaaweU ... 


>» " " 


2 Not. - 


W. Nicholson - 


75 


8 


15 


8 


21 


79 




Seahone - - - 


f> - 


15 Feb. 1849 


- . River Wear Company - 


77 





16 


5 


26 


87 




pnot - - - 


»> " " 


25 May - 


J.Taylor - . . - 


67 


3 


14 


1 


17 


51 




Bobeit and Mary 


» 


21 Sept 1850 


J. Wardle ... 


66 


6 


13 


3 


14 


48 




Whitwell - . . 


f> " " 


24 April 1851 
24 May - 


W. Jameson . - - 


64 




14 


2 


16 


53 




PIrebrand ... 


»> - 


Jaiaes Ayre ... 


72 




15 





18 


66 




Amieitia - - - 


M " " 


25Jaly - 


H. Slater - . . - 


60 




12 





10 


34 




Contractor * * 


» * " 


17 Oct - 


J.Taylor .... 


74 




15 


1 


29 


74 




Snginecr - - - 


tt ' ' 


19 Nov. - , 


N.Wood - - - - 


78 




15 


7 


?i 


79 




Bapid . - - 


»l " • 


26 May - l 


Charlea Taylor - 


71 




14 


9 i 


17 


_ 




InTindble ... 


» • " 


26 Mar. 1852 1 


R, Lister .... 


65 


1 


10 


5 


17 


27 




Co]liM;wood - 
Tom Bowline - 




17 May - 
3 Not. - 


. . ditto • • - 
N.Cook .... 


54 

63 




12 
12 


7 1 
8 


11 
14 


33 
43 




IViomph . - - 


»» - - 


20 Dec. - 


R,Wandless . - - 


59 




13 





15 


44 




Jane and Phoebe 


>» * * 


20 Dec. - 


.. ditto - . - 


70 




14 


6 


17 


57 




Vesta - - 


»» " " 


7 Mar. 1853 , 


B. Brown . • • - 


58 




12 


8 


10 


36 




Brhiah Queen - - 


»» ■ " 


16 April - 

5 May - 

20 Jane - 


J.Dumble - . - 


71 




13 


5 


15 


47 




sSmont ... 




J. Peterson ... 
. . Jobbing and Company - 


62 

78 




13 
15 


6 
8 


15 
26 


47 
79 




SeottkhMdd - - 


»» ' * 


7J«ly - 


T. Winter - ^ - 


63 




15 


2 


9 


37 




Transit - - . 


>» " " 


2 Nov. - 


W.T.BeU - . . 


65 


* t 


14 


5 


14 


50 




Welches - - - 


» ■ " 


7 Nov. - 


E. Brown .... 


63 




13 


3 


16 


39 




Harvest Home - 


»» ■ " 


8 Nov. - 


J.Dumble . - - 


63 




12 


7 


15 


50 




OtiTe - . . 


» " " 


11 Nov. - 


. . Sunderland Dock Com- 


72 




15 





26 


73 




Bristol - - 


Swansea 


3 May 1828 


^^*i! Price - . • 


100 


7in, 


16 


2in. 


76 


_ 




KingofOnde - - 


»f 


SO Deo. 1830 


G.Wilkinson - - - 


61 


lin. 


16 


8fai. 


19 


... 




Dragon FIt 
Prince of Wales 


If • " 


19 Jane 1840 


N.Tregellis 


68 




14 


2 


15 


64 




»» • " 


14 April 1842 
30 Mar. 1843 


J. TkegeUis Prioe - - 


120 




17 


1 


106 


182 




Pioneer ... 


f> - - 


N.TiegeQis - • - 


70 





16 





19 


81 




liOrd Beresiord • 


», - - 


28 Nov. - 


J. Tn^t Prioe 


116 


8 


16 


5 


92 


170 




Chieftain . 


»> " - 


18 Dec. 1844 


J.W.Leachandothsfs - 


70 





14 


4 


20 


69 




Neath Abbey - - 


»> " " 


27Jaly 1846 


J. Reea and others - 


97 





16 


4 


67 


98 




PireFly - - - 


„ - - 


1 Sept 1849 


H. J. Booth - . 


lOB 





15 





81 


120 


iroo. 


Tartar 




17 May 1850 


J.Bath - . - - 


86 





16 


7 


46 


109 


iron. 


Donna ... 


f> " * 


20 Nov. - 


C.R.B£. Talbot - - 


72 


6 


15 





22 


69 




Princess Boyal - 


»> • " 


26 April 1852 


J. T. Prioe . - - 


114 


5 


16 


9 


97 


149 




Industry - - - 


Teignmonth - 


27 July 1853 


T. W. B. Hatchii«8 ^ - 


67 


9 


12 


6 


19 


42 




Princeas - - 


Weymouth - 


10 Jan. 1849 


J. Cosens .... 


112 


5 


13 


5 


61 


90 




Contractor 


»> " * 


6 April 1852 


P. Dodson ... 


84 


4 


15 


8 


31 


86 




Prince - - 


ff • " 


10 Nov. - 


J. Cosens ... - 


128 


5 


13 


3 


61 


87 




Sterndiall - - - 


Whitby- - 


1 Sept 1849 


James Swallow - - • 


75 


6 


15 


4 


45 


89 




Sampson ... 


» " " 


24 Oct. 1851 


- - ditto ... 


65 


3 


14 





19 


55 




Hilda - - . 


»f " " 


21 May 1853 


. - Whitby Steam PMket 

Company 

Harbour Trustees 


71 


4 


14 


2 


21 


59 




PrInceAlbert - - 


WbitehaTon - 


27 April 1842 


82 


1 


15 





37 


87 




Qneen . - - 


1 


30 April 1845 


. - Whitehaven Steam Na- 
vigation Cmmnny. 


158 


5 


23 


5 


304 


434 




WhitehaTen 


^ 


10 Jane 1848 


. . ditto . . - 


181 


1 


24 


1 


333 


503 




Sohray - - - 


» " " 


28 July 1853 


• . Whitehaven and GhMgow 
Sor^ Steam NatigatioB 


135 


4 


17 


3 


119 


159 


iron, screw. 


Alpha - . . 


f> • * 


12 Dec - 


Company. 

T.Amswortii - - - 


85 


8 


18 




123 


166 


wood&iroD, 


Din. . - . 


Wisbeach 


2 Mar. 1840 


- - Wisbeadi Steam Towiqg 

Company. 

R.&G.Dawbam 


69 


4 


14 




18 

1 


59 


screw. 


7orager ... 


» " " 


10 Mar. 1845 


82 


5 


16 




1 63 


87 




Middleibro' - - 


>f - " 


25 July 1848 


J.S.B«ckley - • - 


77 


7 


14 




' 22 


69 




TaDgnard- - * 


»> " " 


7 May 1852 


G.Haley . . . . 


74 





15 




30 


79 




Lady AHce Lambton . 


if ' 


5 April 1853 


Eari Durham - - - 


158 


8 


27 




429 


572 




Derwent ... 


Workington - 


15 June 1850 


Harbour IVoatees 


73 


8 


15 




18 


51 




Didphin - - . 


Tarmonth - 


12 Dec 1836 


J. Clarim and others - - 


59 


6 


14 




14 


44 




Aoeommodatioa 


>> " • 


21 Oct 1837 


- • ditto ... 


68 


7 


15 




18 


61 




Bmperor - - * 


>f • 


6 Feb. 1838 


R.Wortley 


79 


4 


12 




52 


78 




Industry - • • 


»> * " 


19 Aug. 1848 


E. Crone . . - - 


47 


9 


11 


lO 


12 


34 




RobertOwcn - 


It ' ' 


6 Nov. 1848 


G.D. Palmer - - . 


78 





15 


7 


22 


77 
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NUMBER AND NAMES OF REGISTERED STEAM VESSELS 



Rbturn of Steam VeiseU Registered in tlie United Kingdom, icc^^eoniinmed. 





Port of 


Date of 




DIMENSIONS. 


TONNAGE. 




















VESSELS' NAMES. 






REGISTERED OWNERS. 










Exclusive 


Gross 
Tonnage. 






Registry. 


Registry. 




Length. 


Breadth. 


of 
Engine 
Room. 












Feet. 


10^. 


Feet. 


lO***. 








Bold Bncclengh - 


Yarmouth - 


16 July 1849 


D. Harmer ... 


149 





17 


1 


145 


209 




Emperor - - - 


>» " " 


IDec. 1851 


R. Steward 


77 


6 


15 


6 


21 


73 




Harriet - - - 


f» ■ ■ 


31 May 1853 


J.B.Clarke - - - 


122 


7 


17 


7 


85 


165 




Sovereign - - - 


Aberdeen 


31 Mar. 1841 


- - Aberdeen and Clyde Ship- 
ping Company. 


154 


2 


21 


4 


279 


451 




City of Aberdeen 


>» " • 


12 Nov. - 


- - Aberdeen Steam Naviga* 
tion Company. 


188 


6 


25 


8 


663 


962 




Duke of Richmond - 


>f " • 


17 Mar. 1843 


- - Aberdeen, Leith and Clyde 


164 


7 


21 


8 


321 


508 




City of London - 


i» " " 


10 July 1844 


- • Aberdeen Steam Naviga- 
tion Company. 


216 


8 


30 





723 


1,117 




Queen 


»» • 


15 AprU 1845 


- - Aberdeen, Ldth and Clyde 
Shipping Company. 


184 


6 


25 


4 


382 


* 662 




Victory - 


>f • " 


IJuly 1847 


- - ditto ... 


91 


2 


14 


5 


41 


92 




Earl of Aberdeen 


»> " " 


20 July - 


- - Aberdeen Steam Naviga- 
tion Company. 


207 


9 


27 





595 


908 




Victoria - 


» " • 


28 Nov. 1848 


- - Aberdeen and Newcastle 
Steam Navigation Company. 


148 


5 


19 


9 


153 


279 




Albert - - - 


AUoa . - 


24 Sept 1840 


- - Alloa and Stirling Steam 
Boat Company. 


121 


6 


19 





92 


146 




Morning Star - 


i» • 


23 July 1844 


. - AUoa and Leith Steam 

Packet Company. 

- - AUoa and StirUng Steam 


87 





14 


9 


60 


99 




Prince of Wales- 


>» " " 


21 June 1845 


130 


3 


21 


1 


93 


153 








Boat Company. 
















Stirling CaaUe - - 


»» • " 


13 June 1849 Andrew Ray ... 


88 





16 


9 


57 


98 




Qaeen 


»» - - 


29 Aug. 1850 J.G.Aikens - - ^ 


67 


4 


14 


7 


25 


63 




Ayrshire Lass - - | 


Ayr . . 


21 Oct. 1848 


- - Girvan Steam Packet 
Company. 


88 


3 


19 





70 


95 


iron^ 


Duke of Cornwall 


Campbeltown - 


25 Aug. 1842 - . Campbeltown and Glasgow 


122 


9 


18 


2 


105 


189 










Steam Packet Joint Stock 






















Company. 
















Celt - - - - 


»f " • 


21 June 1848 


- - ditto 


155 


9 


20 


9 


154 


273 






Dundee 


5 May 1841 


- - Dundee and Perth Steam 
Packet Company. 


114 


2 


15 





74 


127 




Dandee - • - 


>» - - 


25 June 1845 


- - Dundee, Perth and Lon- 
don Shipping Company. 


160 


7 


25 


7 


379 


639 




Perth 


>> " " 


12 July - 


- - ditto - . - 


160 


I 


25 


6 


379 


639 




Royal Victoria - 


•» " • 


1 April 1847 


- ' Dundee and Perth Steam 
Packet Company. 

- - Dundee, Perth and Lour 


106 


8 


13 


2 


58 


96 




Hercoles - - - 


»> • • 


20 Oct. 1849 


83 


7 


17 





36 


98 










don Shipping Company. 
















Neptune - - - 


»» " " 


6 Oct. 1851 


. - ditto ... 


96 


8 


19 


2 


84 


111 




London - - - 


>i ■ " 


17 May 1853 


G. Armistead ... 


167 





25 


7 


406 


687 




North Star 


»» ■ " 


30 June 


J. Borrie - . - - 


161 





25 


3 


306 


• 454 




Hercules - - - 


>» " " 


30 July- - 


W. Ruthven . - . 


78 





15 


6 


33 


80 




Liffcy ... 


»» • 


19 Dec. - 


J. Borrie - . - . 


78 


2 


14 


3 


25 


61 




Alert - . - 


Glasgow 


4 July 1837 


- . New Clyde Shipping Com- 


61 


5 


14 


2 


44 


64 




Margaret - - - 


»> " " 


26 July 1842 


- - British and North Ameri- 
can Royal Mail Steam Packet 


185 





26 


lin. 


370 


— 




Champion - • - 


>» " 


22 Nov. 1843 


Company. 

- - New Clyde Shipping Com- 
pany. 


95 


7 


16 


5 


46 


148 




Albion - . . 


»» " • 


18 Nov. 1844 


— Glasgow and Stranraer 
Steam Packet Company. 


145 





21 


3 


157 


282 




Sovereign - - - 


>f " 


27 Aug. - 


Alexander M'KeUar - - 


138 


8 


16 


5 


76 


135 




ScotU . . - 


»» - - 


14 July 1846 


- - Glasgow and Stranraer 


141 


3 


17 


5 


82 


165 




Invincible - - - 


»» ■ " 


25 Sept. - 


- - Glasgow, Largs and Milport 


131 


1 


16 


8 


78 


130 




Lady Kilbum - 


»» • • 


25 Sept. - 


- - ditto - - - 


149 


2 


17 


5 


85 


158 




Mara . - - 


»» ■ " 


25 Sept. - 


- - ditto ... 


135 


8 


16 


5 


79 


130 




Powerful - - - 


»» ■ 


24 Dec. - 


N. M'Kinnon - - - 


98 


7 


14 


5 


46 


102 




Prince - . - 


>i " " 


31 Mar. 1847 


J. Henderson ... 


120 


6 


15 


1 


58 


107 




Briton - - . 


If • 


14 Sept. - 


- - Glasgow and Stranraer 
Steam Packet Company. 


144 


8 


19 


4 


152 


215 




Sylphide - - - 


»f - - 


15 Not. - 


M. M'Phcrson - - - 


172 


3 


18 


5 


122 


181 




America - - - 


If • - 


28 Feb. 1848 


- - British and North Ameri- 
can Royal MaU Steam Packet 
Company. 


249 





35 


1 


984 


1,826 




Niagara - - - 


If " • 


25 April - 


- - ditto . - - 


249 


I 


35 


1 


1,008 


1,825 




Monarch . . - 


If " • 


28 April - 


A. M'Kellar and others - 


125 


8 


16 





60 


118 




SateUite - 


If " - 


17 Aug. - 


" British and North Ameri- 
can Royal Mail Steam Packet 
Company. 


108 


5 


18 


8 


82 


157 




Canada - 


If " 


31 Oct. - 


- - ditto ... 


249 





35 


1 


1,002 


1,832 




ThisUe - 


If " " 


11 Jan. 1849 


Steam Packet Company. 
- - Glasgow and Liverpool 


198 


4 


26 


3 


377 


653 


iron. 


Princess Royal - 


ff " 


3 April - 


194 


6 


26 


8 


447 


747 


iron. 








Royal Steam Packet Company 
- - Glasgow, Largs and Millport 
















Star 


ff " • 


12 May - 


156 





17 


9 


95 


186 


iron. 








Union Steam-boat Company. 
















Vigilant - - - 


ff • - 


7 July - 


N. Mackinnon - - - 


75 


1 


15 


9 


24 


75 




Isby - . - 


ff • • 


10 Oct. - 


John Ramsay ... 


167 





20 


8 


186 


325 


iron. 


Livomo - • . 


ff • - 


24 Feb. 1850 


A.Gan>raith - - - 


157 


1 


24 


5 


350 


494 


inm,8crew, 
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Return of Steam Vessels Registered in the United Kingdom, Stc^continued, 



VESSELS' NAMES. 



Vesper 
Hercules - 
Indostrj - 
Sampson - 
GaUiver - 
Conqueror 
Glasgow • 
Greenock - 
Wixard - 
Meteor 
Geneva 
Rose 

Cr»greish Castle 
Petrel 
Lapwing - 
Northman • 
St. Colurob 
Prince Arthur - 
Pioneer 
Diana 
Dolphin - 
Cardiff Castle - 
Edinburgh Castle 
Cygnet 
Curlew 
Mary Jane 
luTerary Castle - 
Glasgow - 

Helen Fawcett - 

Times 

Dunoon Castle - 

Koh-i-noor 

Derby 

Cosmopolitan - 

Mountaineer 
Lady Brisbane - 

Larriston • 
Guy Fawkes 
0«prey 
Andes 



Pirate 
Vixen 
Arabia 



Alps 

Splendid - 
Duke of Argyll 

Balbec 

Reindeer 

Queen 
Lyra* 

Laurel 
Stork 
Tubal Cain 
British Queen 

Taurus 
Eagle 

Santander - 
Regalia - 
Breadalbane 
Chevalier - 
Teneriffe - 

Sylphide - 
Grecian 
Shandon - 
Brigand - 
Black Swan 
Jackal - 



Port of 
Registry. 



Glasgow 



Elk - 



Date of 
Registry. 



24 April 1850 

24 Aug. - 

24 Aug. - 

24 Aug. - 

24 Aug. - 

24 Aug. - 

24 Aug. - 

24 Aug. - 

24 Aug. - 

24 Aug. - 

19 Sept. - 
28 Jan. 



1851 



25 Msr. 

4 AprU 
17 April 
25 April 
28 April 

7 May 
16 May 

2 June 
7 June 

27 June 

28 July 
28 July 
28 July 
20 Aug. 
20 Aug. 

3 Sept. 

13 Sept. 

16 Sept. 

17 Sept. 
25 Mar. 

15 May 

3 June 

17 July 
2 Sept. 

16 Sept. 
28 Oct. 

4 Nov. 
11 Nov. 



26 Nov. - 
1 Dec. - 
9 Dec. - 



1852 



REGISTERED OWNERS. 



9 Dec. - 
16 Dec. - 
24 Dec. - 

18 Jan. 1853 



- J 



22 Jan. 

27 Jan. 
! 17 Feb. 

I 17 Feb. 
I 17 Feb. 

5 Mar. 

8 Mar. 

8 April 

12 April 

13 April 
25 Apiil 
27 April 
30 April 

9 May 

2 May 
TO June 

22 June 

23 July 
23 July 
29 July 



1 Aug. -^ 



J. Henderson - - - 
Clyde Shipping Company . 

- - ditto - - - 
. - ditto 

- - ditto ... 

- - ditto 

- - ditto - - - 

- - ditto ... 

- - ditto 

- - ditto • - - 
M*Kean & Co. - 

- - Glasgow and Londonderry 
Steam Packet Company. 
John Reid and others - 

A. Anderson and others 
D. Hutcheson and others - 
A. A. Laud - - - 
R. Pean - - - - 
Tod & McGregor 
D. Hutcheson & Co. - 
J. Henderson and others 
D. Hutcheson & Co. - 
Dugald Weir and others 
D. Hutcheson & Co. - 

- - ditto ... 

- - ditto ... 
T. Brownlie 

- - ditto - - - 

- Glasgow and New York 
Steam Slipping Company. 
Redhead & Co. - 

R. P. Stephens - - - 
T. Brownlie - - - 
R. Young - . - - 
J. Reid - - . - 

- - Thames and Clyde Screw 
Steam Shipping Company. 
D. Hutcheson & Co. - 

- Glasgow, Largs and Millport 
United Steam Boat Company. 
J. Jardine - - - - 
T. Buchanan - - - 
W. F. Johnstone 

. - British and North Ameri- 
can Royal Mail Steam Packet 
Company. 

Lewis Potter - - - 
N. M'Kinnon - . - 

- - British and North Ameri- 
can Royal Mail Steam Packet 
Company. 

- - ditto - - - 
N. M'Kinnon - - - 

- - Glasgow and Lochfine 
Steam Packet Company. 

- - British and Foreign Sleam 
Navigation Company. 

- Glasgow Steam Boat Com- 
, pany. 

j J. Orme - - - - 

- - Glasgow and Liverpool 
i Steam Packet Company. 

- - ditto 

- . ditto ... 
T. Sharpe & Co. 

I • - British and Foreign Steam 
Navigation Company. 

- - ditto 

Eagle Steam Company 
T. Wright .... 
W. Scott - - - - 
D. M*Murrith - - - 
D. Hutcheson & Co. - 

- . British and Foreign Steam 
Navigation Company, 

R. Denniston - . . 
: L. Potter - , - - 

J. Anderson ... 
, L. Potter n - - - 
I J. Colquhoun - . , - 
' - ^ British and North Ameri- 
1 can Royal Mail Steam Packet 
I Company. 
I - - Glasgow and Liverpool 

Steam Packet Company. 



141. 



DIMENSIONS. 


TONNAGE. 






i 
1 






Exclusive 


Gross 




Length. 


Breadth. { 

1 
1 


of 
Engine 
Room. 


Tonnage. 




Feet. 10'*«. 


Feei^ 10«*'. 








148 


3 


16 


9 


87 


122 


iron. 


88 


1 


16 


3 


34 


80 




66 


9 


14 


7 


53 


80 




79 


3 


15 


2 


38 


92 




88 


2 


17 


7 


49 


95 




114 


1 


18 


4 


86 


215 




80 


2 


18 


2 


63 


97 


iron. 


80 


7 


18 


2 


74 


111 


Iron. 


75 


2 


14 


2 


21 


81 


iron. 


105 


9 


17 


6 


31 


130 


iron. 


163 


5 


24 


5 


350 


520 


iron, screw. 


184 


5 


23 





291 


490 


iron. 


170 


3 


19 





97 


207 


iron. 


165 


5 


17 


4 


100 


192 


iron. 


82 


7 


14 


6 


69 


110 


iron. 


100 





20 


61 


129 


181 


iron, screw. 


121 


1 


18 





140 


238 


iron. 


154 


5 


15 


6 


100 


146 


iron. 


159 


8 


17 


8 


117 


196 


iron. 


156 





17 


1 


118 


175 


iron. 


161 


5 


20 


3 


153 


249 


iron. 


170 


3 


19 





97 


207 


iron. 


138 


1 


15 


8 


68 


114 


iron. 


77 


5 


14 


5 


68 


107 


iron. 


95 





15 


2 


44 


82 


iron. 


149 


5 


19 


3 


125 


211 


iron. 


136 


1 


19 


4 


130 


211 


iron. 


250 





35 


2 


1,153 


1,962 


iron, screw. 


107 


9 


17 


5 


40 


135 




158 


5 


20 


1 


182 


302 


iron, screw. 


106 


7 


18 


1 


75 


151 




146 


4 


11 


3 


50 


74 


iron. 


84 


7 


16 


3 


38 


105 




192 


9 


27 





350 


600 


iron, screw. 


174 


3 


17 


6 


110 


190 


iron. 


133 





17 


4 


91 


151 


iron. 


167 


5 


24 





215 


472 


wood, screw. 


63 


4 


14 


2 


35 


57 


iron, screw. 


169 


6 


18 


5 


110 


193 


iron. 


236 


6 


33 


2 


773 


1.440 


iron, screw. 


166 


8 


22 


5 


285 


406 


iron, screw. 


73 





14 


6 


14 


63 




284 


2 


37 


3 


1^59 


2,393 




236 


6 


33 


2 


773 


1,440 


iron, screw. 


68 


5 


13 





15 


45 




166 


7 


20 


2 


101 


256 


iron. 


206 


5 


29 


4 


615 


839 


iron, screw. 


166 





15 


7 


84 


143 


iron. 


144 


5 


19 


3 


132 


207 




218 


7 


25 


5 


•379 


592 


iron. 


187 


4 


22 





263 


429 


iron. 


185 


5 


22 


5 


260 


432 


iron. 


151 


7 


22 





190 


286 


iron, screw. 


187 


1 


28 





5^6 


764 


iron, screw. 


210 


5 


29 


5 


812 


1,126 


iron, screw. 


167 





16 


1 


110 


176 


iron. 


151 


8 


21 


2 


141 


249 


iroUi scr^w. 


90 


7 


18 


2 


66 


104 




140 





16 


4 


90 


144 


iron. 


176 


9 


22 





199 


329 


iron. 


210 


5 


29 


5 


812 


1,126 




181 





18 


7 


112 


211 


iron. 


196 


7 


24 





369 


598 


iron, screw. 


134 


9 


16 


5 


115 


186 




167 


3 


22 


7 


288 


414 


iron, screw. 


139 


4 


19 


4 


146 


236 


iron, screw. 


125 


4 


19 


5 


111 


180 


iron. 


208 





23 


Q 


351 

t 


548 


iron. 
[continued) 
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num'bkr and names op kegistered steam vessels 





RiTtrRK of Steam Ve 












Port of 


Date Of 




DIMENSIONS. 


TONNAGE. 




















VESSELS' NAlOis. 






REGISTERED OWNERS. 










Exclusive 


Gross 


«■■-• 




Registry. 


Registry 




LengtL 


Breadth. 


of 
Engine 
Room. 


Tonnage. 












Feet. 


10***. 


Feet. 


10***. 








Therese - . - 


Glasgow 


8 Aug. 1853 


- - Coasting Screw Steam 
Company. 


90 


7 


16 


4 


68 


96 


Iron, scfBW. 


Emperor - . - 


» " " 


10 Aug. - 




121 


7 


16 


1 


62 


109 


iron. 


MetropoUtm - 


w " 


15 Aug. - 


- - Thames and Clyde Screw 
Steam Shipping Company. 


198 


4 


27 


- 


350 


598 


iron, screw. 


MaidofLom - - 


>» • 


19 Aug, - 


D. Stirling 


82 


5 


13 


6 


71 


120 


utm. 


MeUta • - . 


»» " - 


20 Sept. - 


. - British and Foreign Steam 
Navigation Company. 


232 


6 


29 


— 


749 


1,061 


iron, scioif. 


Ada- - . - 


» * " 


22 Sept. - 




86 


4 


17 


4 


53 


103 


iron. 


Bkck Eagle - - 


ft " 


27 Sept. - 


J. Buchanan 


87 


5 


17 


1 


41 


110 




VesU - • . 


»» • 


26 Oct. - 


- - Glasgow and Largs United 
Steam Boat Company. 

- - British and North Ame- 


160 





16 


1 


91 


146 


iron. 


Cambria • . - 


>» " 


INov. - 


217 


4 


33 


8 


760 


1,423 










rican Royal Mail Steam 






















Ptoket Company. 
















Enropa • . • 


»# • " 


I Nov. - 


- - ditto ... 


249 


5 


d5 


2 


1,010 


1,834 




Lerantine • . • 


If " " 


9 Nov. - 


G. Coato - - - - 


122 


5 


23 


3 


190 


283 




Aaia- . - . 


»» " 


25 Nov. - 


- - British and North Ame- 
rican Royal Mail Steam 
Packet Company. 


265 


2 


37 


2 


1,214 


2,227 




City of Worcester - 
Afirioa . - - 


ff • 


7 Dec. - 


J. Ramsay ... 


97 


1 


20 


3 


86 


130 


iron, screw. 


»* " ■ 


9 Dec. - 


- - British and North Ame- 


265 


6 


37 


2 


1,216 


2,226 










rican Royal Mail Steam 






















Packet Company. 
















Kamak ... 


»» " 


12 Dec. - 


- - British and Foreign Steam 


210 


5 


29 


5 


794 


1,127 


iron, screw. 


v«« - - . 


w • - 


15 Dec. - 


Navigation Company, 
- - Glasgow and Largs United 
Steam Boat Company. 
W. Cowie and others - 


172 





17 


1 


106 


183 


Iron. 


Harmoij • - « 


Grangemouth 


4 May 1839 


65 


3 


13 


3 


13 


48 




Samaon ... 


w • 


11 Feb. 1850 


A. Cowie .... 


70 


9 


15 


3 


22 


68 




Helen McGregor 


» * " 


11 Feb. - 


- - ditto 


83 


8 


16 


2 


27 


83 




Rob Roy - - - 


>» * " 


19 Feb. - 


- - ditto 


63 


5 


13 


1 


19 


39 




Clyde. . - . 


>» " " 


31 Dec. 1851 


Carron Company 


167 


4 


22 





267 


376 




Carron - - - 


» • * 


31 Dec. - 


- - ditto . - - 


167 


4 


22 





267 


376 


iron, screw. 


Tbames • - . 


>f * " 


30 July 1853 


- - ditto 


165 


7 


22 





213 


370 


iron, screw. 


Chieftain • - . 


GreenodL - 


13 Jan. 1848 


- - Glasgow and Greenock 
Towing Company. 


78 





14 


4 


26 


76 




V«WI8 ... 


>» " " 


25 Jan. - 


- - ditto ... 


81 





14 


2 


21 


69 




Seyd Pacha . - 


>» " " 


19 Sept. 1849 


R, H. Galloway 


156 


4 


16 


4 


115 


161 




Merlin - 


» " " 


4 May 1850 


- - Nova Scotia, Newfound- 
land, and Bermuda Royal 
Maa Steam Packet Company. 


140 


4 


23 





269 


382 


wood,screw. 


Victoria - 


»> " ■ 


25 Oct 1851 


J. M'Lean - - - 


123 


6 


15 


5 


69 


107 


iron. 


Petrel - 


f» " 


4 Jan. 1852 


- - Nova Scotia, Newfound- 
land, and Bermuda Royal 
Mail Steam Packet Company. 


198 





26 


2 


336 


782 


iron, screw. 


Melbourne 


ij " ~ 


21 Oct. - 


D. Hoyle - . . - 


135 





15 





76 


115 


iron. 


Duncan Hoyle - 


H " * 


12 Feb. - 


- - ditto 


139 


6 


17 


7 


131 


288 


iron. 


Lord Harris 


w " " 


13 Aug. " 


W. T. Templeton 


148 


4 


16 


5 


110 


164 


iron. 


Royal Shepherd 


l» " 


18 Nov. - 


J. Hurst .... 


148 


1 


19 


8 


184 


265 


iron, screw* 


BeUbird - 


># " " 


28 Nov. - 


R. litUe & Co. - 


170 


4 


15 


2 


92 


166 


iron. 


Era . 


»# " 


21 Dec. - 


- - ditto 


141 


6 


14 


6 


83 


108 


iron. 


Ebro 


» * * 


29 Dec. - 


J. Scott - . . - 


195 


3 


23 


8 


395 


585 


iTMi, scrow. 


Glasgow Citiaen 


»» * * 


30 Dec. ~ 


R. Litfla & Co. - 


156 


9 


16 


1 


105 


162 


inm. 


Isabella Napier . 


Inverness - 


14 June 1850 


. - North of Scotland Steam 
Packet Company. 


145 


5 


21 


2 


242 


424 




MarteUo - - - 


»» • " 


15 Dec 1853 


. - ditto ... 


171 


7 


23 


5 


293 


483 


iron. 


Isle of Arran - 


Irvine 


31 Mar. 1851 


Arran Steam Vessel Company 
- - Ardrossan Steam Naviga- 


122 





14 


9 


77 


137 






»» " * 


6 Oct, - 


164 


4 


22 





238 


376 


iron- 


Firefly - 






tion Company. 
















Glowworm 


t» - 


6 Oct. - 


- - ditto 


153 


3 


20 





161 


291 


iron. 


Xsntho - - . 


Kirkaldy - 


1 Nov. 1848 


- - Anstruther and Leith 
Steam Shipping Company. 


106 


8 


16 


8 


62 


110 




Victoria . 


Leith - . 


9 Nov. 1842 


W. B. M'Lean - - . 


56 


6 


12 


4 


15 


35 




Pharos . . - 


n ^ • 


28 May 1846 


- - Commission of Northern 
Lighthouses. 


140 





20 


2 


207 


296 




Soooeas ... 


»> " • 


2 July - 


W. M*AU . - - 


64 


7 


13 


8 


12 


51 




Britannia - 


» " • 


10 Mar. 1847 


. - HuU and Leith Steam 
Packet Company. 


165 


6 


21 


2 


207 


296 




Tiger ... 


w " • 


22 Mar. - 


R. Stoker - - . . 


70 


6 


14 


3 


14 


51 




Brilliant - - - 


»» • • 


8 July 1848 


T.Barclay - - - 


170 


5 


21 


8 


229 


355 




Mercator ... 


>» - - 


6 Nov. - 


- - HuU and Leith Steam 
Packet Company. 

- - London, Leith, Edinburgh 


189 


5 


22 


8 


299 


452 




RoyalVictoria - 


w • 


30 Jan. 1850 


165 


6 


25 


3 


466 


756 










and Glasgow Shipping Com- 






















pany. 
















Leriatfaan • « . 


tf " 


20 Sept, - 


- - Edinburgh, Perth, and 
Dundee Railway Company. 


157 


6 


32 


9 


301 


417 


ifOD. 


Robert Napier - 


>» • 


20 Sept - 


- - ditto • • - 


129 


6 


23 


3 


144 


234 


iron. 


Balmoral - - - 


»» " 


18 Nov. - 


George Gibson ... 


130 


2 


20 


2 


172 


234 


iion» screw. 


Royal Adelaide • 


>» " 


8 Jan. 1851 


- - London, Leith, Edinburgh, 
and Glasgow Shipping Com- 


174 


1 


24 


8 


431 


676 




Britannia • . - 


*f - 


18 Sept - 


A.Wemyss 


70 


9 


14 


4 


19 


61 




Comet - 


»9 


26 Mar. 1852 


J. and M. Anderson - 


135 


8 


16 


6 


101 


168 
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TONNAGE. 
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EzdusiTe 
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Registry. 


Registry. 




Length. 


Breadth. 


of 
Engine 
Room. 


Gross 
Tonnage. 












Feet. 


lO***. 


Feet. 


10^'. 








Holjrood - - - 


Leith - 


3 April 1852 


-- HaU and Leith Steam 


191 


5 


25 





358 


533 


iron^ screw* 








Packet Company. 














Monarch ... 


»» " " 


22 May - 


D. WaUace 


61 


7 


14 


5 


13 


48 




Lion - - . 


i» ■ • 


4 Sept. - 


Viscount HiU . 


63 


7 


13 


6 


10 


50 




Samson . - - 


»» - - 


4 Feb. 1853 


R. HaU . - - . 


88 


3 


16 


8 


28 


102 




Prompt - 


ft - " 


22 Feb. - 


- - London, Leith, Edinburgh, 
and Glasgow Shipping Com- 


175 


1 


22 


3 


240 


417 


iron, screw. 


Lioness . - - 


f» " " 


2 Mar. - 


H. f! CadeU - 


94 


1 


17 


6 


26 


87 


iron. 


I?anboe . - - 


»» " " 


5 Mar. - 


T. Cox - . - 


137 


2 


21 





205 


266 




Best Bower 


»» • - 


28 Mar. - 


R. Cook .... 


197 


9 


24 





312 


512 




Victor . - 


»> - ■ 


1 April - 


J.Stokes - - - . 


71 


1 


14 


7 


23 


61 




RiTal - - - 


i» " " 


1 April - 


- - ditto 


64 


7 


13 


3 


14 


46 




Lion ... 


i> " - 


18 June - 


R. HaU - 


68 


6 


14 


5 


13 


56 




Goliah - . • 


f» • - 


13 Oct. - 


D. R. MGregor - . 


74 


6 


15 


1 


20 


67 




Cam - . - 


>» • • 


13 Oct. - 


- - ditto 


72 


5 


13 


9 


19 


54 




Enterprise 


If " " 


17 Not. - 


C. H. C. IngUs . - . 


90 





15 


8 


48 


74 


iron. 


Maidof Le?en - 


Montrose 


6 Sept. 1844 


J. Gladstone - - . 


124 


3 


19 





76 


140 




Monarch - 


Perth - 


14 Jane 1838 


J. Cowperthwaite 


65 


4 


13 





19 


49 




Jane - - . 


»» • " 


19 Feb. 1853 


J. Falshaw 


73 


5 


19 





51 


72 




Newport - - . 


»» ~ " 


19 Not. - 


J. Dewar - - - . 


119 





21 


7 


65 


163 




Premier - - 


Port Glasgow 


5 Feb. 1847 


- - Dumbarton Steam Boat 
Company. 

- - ditto - - - 


137 


5 


17 


1 


86 


127 




Loch Lomond - 


»» " " 


5 Mar. - 


126 





16 


3 


68 


106 




Marchioness of Bread- 


»» " " 


24 July - 


W.Denny 


140 


1 


17 





81 


135 




albane. 






















Qaeen 


•I " " 


25Jone 1850 


P. DennT - - - - 
- - Dumbarton Steam Boat 


138 


1 


16 


7 • 


91 


131 




Lochfine « - . 


»» • - 


25 June 1851 


74 


5 


18 





64 


84 




Merlin - - • 


>> " • 


25 June - 


Company. 
• W. Denny & Brother - 


150 


8 


16 


1 


104 


159 


iron. 


Admiral . • . 


»» ■ " 


8 Not. - 


- - ditto . - - 


205 


3 


24 


9 


598 


930 




Commodore 


»» ■ • 


13 Nov. - 


- - ditto 


172 


6 


24 


3 


387 


704 




Scottish Maid - 


»t " " 


30 Dec. - 


J. Laird .... 


65 


4 


13 


3 


14 


46 




Cnlloden . 


»» • " 


20 Dec 1852 


T. Denny - - - - 


145 





16 





75 


149 


iron. 


Rothsay Castle - 


»» " * 


18 Jan. 1853 


P. Denny .... 


133 


8 


17 





96 


180 


iron. 


Chancellor 


»» • " 


20 Aug. - 


- - ditto ... 


164 


7 


16 


6 


108 


160 


iron. 


William Denny - 


»» " " 


10 Not. - 


. - ditto 


180 


5 


25 


3 


423 


597 




Connteas of Galloway 


Wigtown 


22 Mar. 1847 


. - GaUoway Steam NaTiga- 
tion Company. 


165 


5 


24 


4 


316 


492 




Grand Jonction 


Belfitft . . 


9 Mar. 1844 


W.Dargah 
. - ditto 


94 


6 


18 





62 


131 




Connteas of Caledon - 


f» - - 


9 Mar. - 


73 


6 


11 


4 


16 


48 




Ranger . . - 


»» "• ■ 


19 Feb. 1849 


W. Valentine . 


70 


7 


14 


8 


12 


69 




Belfast . 


>» - " 


5 May - 


W. Coates. 


102 





16 


9 


63 


129 


iron. 


Tintem - - - 


f» " • 


24 Sept. 1850 
I Feb. 1853 


CoItH&Co. - - - 


108 





17 


3 


90 


132 




Blenheim - . 


»f " " 


R. & C. Langtry 


207 


7 


25 





412 


738 


iron. 


Water Witch . 


»» • " 


30 April - 


T.Gray . . - - 


162 


4 


20 


3 


309 


413 


iron, screw. 


Pilot - - . 


>» " " 


17 Jnne - 


E. Cory and others - 


138 


8 


15 


8 


88 


133 


iron. 


Telegraph - - . 


»» • " 


22 June - 


- - Belfast Steam Shipping 
Company. 


247 


5 


27 





478 


820 


iron. 


MaWina . . - 


ft • " 


14 Not. - 


- - Belfast Screw Steam Ship, 
phig Company. 


186 


4 


23 


5 


246 


427 


iron, screw. 


Erin's Qneen - 


»f - " 


16 Not. - 


- - ditto 


132 





20 


5 


202 


273 


iroR,aerew. 


Oscar ... 


ft • * 


16 Not. - 


- - ditto - - - 


156 


4 


22 


6 


236 


347 


iron, screw. 


City of Cork - 


Cork - 


9 Oct. 1837 


J. Denny . . . - 


91 





13 





51 


79 




Star - * . 


ff * " 


15 Sept. 1843 


Sir R. MusgraTC 


75 


9 


14 


3 


33 


60 




Qneen 


ft " " 


29 Mar. 1844 


T. 8. RecTCs - 


90 


5 


13 


4 


47 


73 




Prince 


ff * " 


29 Mar. - 


- - ditto 


130 


9 


17 


7 


97 


150 




Princess - - - 


ff " * 


29 Mar. . 


T. S. RecTCS ... 


132 


7 


17 


5 


113 


169 




Sabrina - - - 


ff " " 


4 Jan. 1845 


- - Cork Steam Shipping 
Company. 


151 


8 


24 


5 


314 


449 






ff • " 


14 May 1846 


. - ditto - - - 


185 


5 


28 


2 


564 


809 




Ajax . - . 


ff • ' 


20 May - 


- - ditto 


206 


4 


27 


4 


591 


846 




Kingston . • . 


ft - " 


30 Dec. - 


J. Denny .... 


76 


6 


17 


9 


34 


106 




Pilot . . - 


ft " ' 


31 Dec. 1847 


T. S. RecTea - - - 


79 





16 


3 


23 


79 




Royal Alice 


f» " " 


31 Dec. - 


- - ditto 


146 


4 


18 


4 


105 


145 


iron. 


Gannett - 


ff " " 


14 Oct. 1848 


- - Cork Steam Shipping 
Company. 


159 


8 


23 


3 


288 


371 




Blarney - . - 


ff *" * 


30 June 1849 


« " ditto ... 


134 


7 


20 





209 


252 


iron. 


PeUcan - . - 


ff " * 


20 July 1850 


- • ditto - . - 


196 


6 


27 


2 


480 


647 


screw. 


Albatross - 


ff " " 


10 Sept. - 
8Jdy 1851 


- - ditto 


195 


2 


26 


7 


503 


645 




Black Eagle - . 


tf " " 


J. Dawson 


79 


9 


15 


8 


28 


18 




Qoeenstown 


ff " " 


19 Aug. - 


C. Ingram - • - 


113 


7 


14 


3 


133 


157 


iron. 


MfaierTa - 


»f " " 


16 July 1852 


• • Cork Steam Shipping 
Company. 


202 


7 


25 


2 


425 


717 


iron. 


Victoria - - - 


ft " " 


10 Aug. - 


A, Sughrue ... 


114 





15 


1 


82 


111 


iron. 


Telegraph - 


ff - ~ 


27 Oct. - 


J. Dawson ... 


74 


4 


15 


4 


21 


70 




Nimrod - 


ff " • 


5 Not. - 


. - Cork Steam Shipping 
Company. 


177 


3 


25 


2 


416 


623 


iron. 


Cormorant 


f f " " 


15 Aug. 1853 


- - ditto 


207 





29 





456 


743 


ifODy scrtw. 


Little Paddy • 


^ *♦ 


17 Not. - 


J. Conolly 


50 





13 





28 


35 




Fangh O'Ballagh 


Drogheda - 


8 April 1843 


T. Carty and others - 


177 





24 


9 


386 


599 




Brian Boiroimbe 


It ' " 


9 April 1846 


W. Cairns - . '. - 


180 





25 


9 


363 


649 




St. Patrick 


tt • " 


23 Not. - 


T. Carty and others - 


184 


3 


25 


5 


379 


649 




IriduDttl - 


It • 


29 April 1848 


St. G. Smith and others - 


144 





23 


6 in. 


232 


— 




141. 






D 














(conHimed^ 
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NUMBER AND NAMES OF REGISTERED STEAM VESSELS 



Rbturn of Steam Veascls Registered in the United Kingdom, Stc-^ontinued. 





Port of 


Date of 




DIMENSIONS. 


TONNAGE. 




















VESSELS' NAMES. 








REGISTERED OWNERS. 










Exclusive 


Gross 


— 




Registry. 


Registry. 




Length. 


Breadth. 


of 
Engine 
Room. 


Tonnage. 












• 


Feet, 


10***. 


Feet. 


10«A*. 








LeinaterLass - 


Drogheda 


23 Mar. 1849 


- - Drogheda Steam Packet 


200 


3 


26 


2 


427 


697' 












Company. 
















Birmingham 


Dublin - 


5 July 1827 


- - City of Dublin Steam 
Packet Company. 


140 


8 in. 


25 





233 


■" 




Britannia 




, , 


20 Feb. 1828 


E. Henry . . - - 


73 


9 in. 


18 


9 in. 


45 


"— 




Ballinasloe 


»» 


- 


3 Oct. 1829 


. . City of Dublin Steam 
Packet Company. 


138 


lin. 


24 


2 in. 


191 


"" 




Herald - - - 


»» 


- 


IJuly 1835 
1 Aug. - 


- - ditto 

- - St George Steam Packet 
Company. 


143 
145 


9 in. 
10 in. 


21 

22 


2 in. 



196 
218 


— 




Mercury . - - 


$t 


- 


IJuly 1837 


. . Dublin and Glasgow SaU- 
ing and Steam Packet Com- 


137 


4 


20 


1 


188 


348 




Shannon . - - 


ft 


^ ^ 


14 Dec. - 


- - British and Irish Steam 


153 





27 





326 


— 




Dake of Cambridge - 


»» 


- 


30 June 1838 


Packet Company. 

- - City of Dublin Steam 

Packet Company. 


158 


1 


23 


5 


369 


645 




Royal William - 
Vanguard - . - 




« 


30 June « 


. . ditto - - , 


172 


5 


24 


6 


403 


459 




tt 


. , 


12 Sept 1843 


. . Dublin and Glasgow Sail- 


182 


9 


26 


3 


366 


697 












ing and Steam Packet Com- 
















Britannia . - - 


f» 


- 


28 Oct -- 


pany. 

- - City of Dublin Steam 

Packet Company. 


136 





24 


3 


219 


— 




Dover Castle - 




. , 


28 Oct. - 


. . ditto 


111 


6 


15 


* 9 


114 


177 




Leeds 


" 


^ 


11 June 1845 


- - ditto 


141 


3 in. 


25 





243 


-^ 




Albert 


" 


^ 


7 June - 


- - ditto ... 


146 


5 


23 





353 


493 




Roseommon 


>• 


. . 


12 Mar. - 


- - ditto 


165 


5 


22 


4 


293 


448 




Isle of Bate . 
Emerald - 




- 


3 Aug. 1846 
25 Aug. - 


J. Fagan - . . . 
- - City of Dublin Steam 
Packet Company. 


109 
130 


9 



15 
20 


2 



94 
180 


139 
249 




PQot . - - 




_ 


26 Nov. - 


J. Fagan . - . . 
- - Citj of Dublin Steam 
Packet Company. 
J. Boyoe and others - 


.84 


2 


16 


7 


39 


100 




Diamond - 




- 


20 Dec. - 


130 





20 





184 


256 


iron, screw. 


Ariel - - . 




, 


9 May 1848 


123 





21 


9 


284 


474 




Arran Castle 




, ^ 


17 Aug. - 


J. Fkgan .... 


101 





14 


8 


71 


115 




Fairy - - - 


tt 


. . 


26 May 1849 


. - Dublin Steam Packet 


129 





16 


3 


81 


153 


iron. 


Sblana .... 




m . 


23 Aug. - 


Company. 
- - ditto 


205 


5 


25 


2 


385 


653 


iron. 


Duchess of Kent 


tt 


^ „ 


30 Nov. - 


. - City of Dublin Steam 
Packet Company. 


155 


2 


23 





288 


482 


























Glendower 




. 


4 Nov. 1850 


J. E. Redmond • 


158 





21 


5 


315 


467 


iron. 


Prince - • . 




^ . 


13 June 1851 


- - Dublin and Liverpool 
Steam Ship Building Com- 


164 


9 


23 


6 


393 


626 


























Princess - 




. . 


13 June - 


pany. 

- - ditto - . - 


165 


9 


23 


7 


410 


637 




Windsor ... 


" 




13 June - 


• - ditto . . - 


204 


7 


26 


9 


454 


727 


iron. 


Iron Duke 




^ ^ 


13 June - 


. - ditto 


177 


5 


26 


9 


312 


629 




Trafalgar - - - 




. ^ 


13 June - 


- - ditio - - - 


189 





28 


5 


481 


793 




Erin^o-Bragh - 




■ • 


13 June - 


. - ditto 


126 


4 


22 


4 


222 


324 




Herald - - - 


>» 


- 


14 June - 


- - Dublin and Glasgow Sail- 
ing and Steam Packet Com- 


200 





24 


2 


283 


528 




Prince of Wales 


»» 


- 


23 June - 


pany. 

. . Dublin and Liverpool 

Steam Ship BuUding Com- 


174 


1 


21 


6 


211 


347 




Prince Arthur - 


tt 


m . 


9 July - 


pany. 

- - City of DnbUn Steam 


195 





23 


2 


253 


427 




Argus . - - 


tt 


. 


4 Oct. - 


Packet Company. 
. - Corporation for preserv- 
ing and improving the Port 


196 


5 


23 





295 


517 


































of Dublin. 
















Mona - . 




. 


28 April 1852 


J.Ward . - . - 


103 


2 


15 


8 


68 


125 




Duke of Cornwall 


i» 


- 


26 May - 


- - British and Irish Steam 
Packet Company. 


170 


8 


26 


4 


425 


706 




City of Lhnerick 


t» 


. 


26 May - 


- - ditto ... 


143 





22 


5 


269 


459 




Devonshire 




- 


26 May - 


- - ditto 


157 





23 


5 


359 


598 




Foyle . . - 


tt 


- 


26 May 1852 


- - British and Irish Steam 
Packet Company. 


196 


5 


25 


8 


536 


796 


iron. 


Shamrock 




. 


26 May - 


- . ditto 


129 


2 


19 


9 


181 


272 


iron, screw. 


Rose . - - 


^^ 


. 


26 May - 


. - ditto 


119 





20 


4 


151 


249 


iron, screw. 


LadyEglinton - 


ft 


• 


19 Mar. 1853 


H. A. Cowper - 


192 


8 


26 


9 


336 


579 


iroUy screw. 


NUe . . . . 


tt 


. 


4 April - 


J. Stirling .... 


164 


2 


25 


3 


348 


525 


iron^ screw. 


Adaline - 


tt 


• 


15 Aug. - 


J.Ward . - - . 


70 


5 in. 


17 


11 in. 


35 


67 




Lady Charlotte - 


ty 


• 


5 Dec. - 


W. Curven 


102 





16 


2 in. 


75 


— 




Pundalk ... 


Dundalk 


17 Feb. 1844 


- - Dundalk Steam Shippmg 
Company. 

- , ditto 


171 


3 


25 


1 


365 


601 




pride of Erin . 


tf 


. . 


15 May 1847 


194 


8 


26 


2 


479 


763 




James Watt * 


i» 


- 


27 July 1853 




79 


4 


16 


8 


24 


103 




Euippean . . - 


Limerick 


17 Dec. 1851 


J. RusseU .... 


171 


7 


23 


9 


300 


444 


irotti screw. 


Xondonderry " 


liOndonderry 


18 Aug. 1841 


- - Glasgow and Londonderry 


157 


1 


22 


9 


277 


513 












Steam Packet Company. 
















Maiden City * 


»» 


- 


25 Nov. - 


- - North-West of Ireland 
Union Steam Company. 


163 


3 


24 


6 


343 


651 




Shamrock 


»> 




5 Aug. 1847 


- - Glasgow and Londonderry 
Steam Packet Company, 


186 


5 


25 


9 


421 


714 
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Rbtukn of Steam Vefteb Registered in the United Kingdom, 8ce,~^€9nHnuid, 



VESSELS' NAMES. 



Victory - 

Lowestoft • 

WtUaoe - 

Lioness - 

Flngai 

Set Njmph 

Eagle 

Conneroe 

Dolphin - 

Ranger 

MiddofErin 

Adonis 

Diana 

Citisen 

William Penn 

Dnncannon 
Mars 

Dnbtin 

Mereurj • 
Magnet - 
Neptune - 

Ceres -^ 

Ondine 
Sylph 
lion 
Vesta 
ICangaroo - 



1^75 Vessels. 



Port of 
Registry. 



Date of 
Registry. 



Londonderry - 



26 July 1849 



tt " 


m 


24 Mar. 1853 


tt • 


•> 


13 Oct - 


tf " 


• 


13 Oct. - 


Newry - 


. 


10 June 1835 


»» 


. 


29 April 1853 


tf • 


- 


29 April - 


Sligo . 


• 


23 Deo. 1843 


f» " 


- 


1 Sept. 1853 
13 Feb. 1847 


Waterford 


. 


»» 


- 


27 April 1848 


tt • 


- 


4 May - 


It " 


• 


12 Nov. 1849 


tt ■ 


• 


19 Nov. - 


tt 


- 


6 Mar. 1850 


9t " 


. 


21 Jan. - 


tt 


- 


28 Feb. - 


tt 


. 


26 Sept. - 


tt 


- 


12 Dec. - 



REGISTERED OWNERS. 



4Jnly 1851 
18 Aug. 1852 
28 Aug. - 



23 Oct 

18 Not. 
28 July 
27Ang. 
3 Sept 
26 Oct 



1853 



- - North-West of Ireland 
Union Steam Company. 

W. Coppin 

. ditto ... 

- ditto - - - 
G. M'Tear 
W, Dargan 
. ditto - 
W. Middleton - 
W. C. Tate 
Malcomson, Brothers • 
J. Maloomson - 

- - ditto 
J. and J. Malcomson - 

- - ditto 

• - Waterford Commercial 
Steam Navigation Company, 

- • ditto 

• • Waterford Commercial 
Steam Navigation Company. 
Maloomson, Brothers - 

- - Waterford Commercial 
Steam Navigation Company. 
Malcomson, Brothers •> 

- - ditto 

- - Waterford Commercial 
Steam Navigation Company. 
Maloomson, Brothers 

- - ditto 

• • ditto 

- - ditto 

- - ditto 

- - ditto 



DIMENSIONS. 



Length. 



144 4 



93 
112 

81 
132 
195 
166 

74 

93 
141 
104 
171 
183 
140 
160 



146 
175 

180 
187 
204 

199 
195 
179 
215 
199 
166 





6 

6 

8fai. 

5 

4 

8 

2 

5 

4 

4 

2 

6 

Sin. 



109 8 
184 7 



Breadth. 



F^t. 10«». 
25 8 



16 
19 
17 
21 
27 
24 
15 
15 
19 
15 
23 
23 
19 
25 



19 
22 

22 
23 
25 

23 
22 
22 
25 
24 
22 



4 

8 

3 

9 in. 

7 

4 

8 

4 

8 

6 



9 

3 

4in. 



18 2 
25 2 



Tonnage • - 



TONNAGE. 



Ezdosive 

of 
Engine 
Rcx>m. 



298 

45 

49 

31 

203 

400 

270 

44 

67 

162 

63 

248 

390 

167 

301 

71 
373 

241 
298 

353 
371 
535 

382 
309 
256 
551 
430 
290 



248,623 



Gross 
Tonnage. 



426 

103 

178 
95 

704 
405 

74 
115 
259 

99 
375 
527 
236 



139 

548 

330 
454 

480 
529 
713 

681 
503 
435 
730 
616 
424 



irmi. 

iron* 
iron. 



iron, 
iron, 



iron, 
iron. 



iron, 
iron, 



iron, screw. 



iron, 
iron. 



iron, screw. 



iron, 
iron, 
iron, 
iron, 
iron. 



Cnstom House, London, \ 
23 Mmh 1854. / 



w. a. No$9, 

Eeg^.^Geni. of Shipping. 
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VESSELS AND TONNAGE. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Ommons^ 
dated 15 June 1854 -.-^/or, 

A RETURN ** showing the Number of Vessels and of Tonnage entered Inwards 
and cleared Outwards at each of the Twelve principal Ports of the United Kingdom 
respectively ; also, the Official and Declared Value of the Expokts, and Official 
Value of the Imports, for each of the said Ports, during the Years 1851, 1852, and 
1853 (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, Na 656, of Session 1851)." 



A RETURN showing the Number of Vessels and of Tonnage entered Inwards and cleared 
Outwards at each of the Twelve principal Ports of the United Kingdom respectively, during 
the Years 1861, 1852, and 1853 (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 656, of 
Session 18dl). 





INWARDS. 


OUTWARDS. 


In the 
Year 


British. 


Foreign. 


British. 


Foreign. 




Ships. 


Tons. 


Ships. 


Tons. 


Ships. 


Tons. 


Ships. 


Tons. 


LO 


NDON : 
















1861 


6,693 


1,449,363 


3,748 


720,969 


3,600 


928,460 


3,329 


650,795 


1862 


6,028 


1,389,711 


3,968 


770,446 


3,418 


960,405 


3,699 


683,465 


1863 


6,261 
^ERPOO 


1,624,219 
L: 


6,502 


1,069,894 


3,807 


1,060,408 


4,964 


946,684 


1861 


2,888 


999,616 


1,660 


760,616 


3,189 


1,043,011 


1,686 


811,622 


1852 


2,718 


1,066,670 


1,468 


792,059 


3,156 


1,130,050 


1,589 


808,918 


1863 
BR 


2,636 
I8T0L: 


1,102,966 


1,822 


902,976 


2,966 


1,171,840 


2,012 


977,442 


1861 


424 


96,668 


232 


44,069 


238 


67,224 


56 


19,325 


1862 


423 


90,676 


208 


44,064 


217 


64,680 


46 


16,791 


1863 
HI 


432 
LL: 


95,201 


846 


79,663 


238 


68,684 


112 


39,786 


1861 


1,185 


296,869 


1,433 


212,709 


843 


235,781 


1,081 


173,363 


1862 


1,087 


286,967 


1,220 


176,776 


758 


223,260 


960 


139,193 


1863 

NE 


1,107 
WCAST] 


286,641 


1,753 


269,212 


776 


217,411 


1,285 


190,59] 


1861 


1,008 


176,191 


1,378 


170,682 


3,018 


566,474 


2,415 


826,014 


1862 


1,237 


194,609 


1,684 


194,701 


3,081 


687,964 


2,679 


330,710 


1863 


976 


167,404 


1,649 


200,029 


2,531 


494,417 


2,935 


387,117 



390- 



(continued) 
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DUMBER 


OF VESSELS AND 


OF TONNAGE ENTERED INWARDS, &C«, 




INWARDS. 


OUTWARDS. 


In the 
Year 


British. 


Foreign. 


British. 


FoRBIOIf. 




Ships. 


Tons. 


Ships. 


Tons. 


Ships. 


Tons. 


Ships. 


Tons. 


SOUTHAMPTON : 














1861 


683 


174,189 


104 


19,973 


690 


190,048 


108 


20,263 


1862 


696 


184,314 


175 


33,604 


675 


188,247 


191 


37,477 


1853 
GL 


711 
ASGOW 


218,567 


201 


33,609 


679 


218,660 


201 


85,697 


1861 


475 


95,349 


272 


52,853 


649 


154,323 


281 


56,250 


1862 


308 


72,210 


122 


32,854 


682 


184,780 


136 


30,436 


1868 
GR 


406 
EENOCl 


91,144 


188 


47,638 


805 


219,000 


249 


64,702 


1861 


206 


102,184 


33 


10,940 


176 


71,042 


23 


7,640 


1852 


273 


98,141 


7 


2,133 


134 


49,804 


10 


2,666 


1863 


275 


94,910 


44 


13,764 


153 


55,630 


47 


12,650 


UEITH: 
















1861 


877 


67,164 


741 


69,415 


187 


39,087 


206 


19,667 


1852 


278 


54,662 


692 


65,400 


178 


41,171 


171 


17,742 


1853 
BE 


335 
LEAST; 


59,683 


890 


87,869 


191 


42,969 


266 


28,929 


1861 


284 


63,399 


178 


36,399 


144 


37,107 


171 


37,178 


1862 


211 


40,910 


136 


26,746 


116 


27,572 


133 


27,437 


1853 
CO 


217 
RK: 


40,571 


229 


41,078 


100 


23,812 


223 


43,912 


1851 


237 


60,164 


227 


60,912 


143 


36,095 


217 


50,507 


1852 


255 


54,063 


162 


37,938 


125 


29,199 


164 


36,439 


1853 
DU 


210 
BLIN: 


43,962 


229 


51,506 


115 


27,113 


223 


52,574 


1851 


342 


69,088 


216 


50,497 


131 


36,364 


204 


48,440 


1852 


277 


53,724 


127 


25,482 


104 


26,566 


135 


26,820 


1853 


219 


42,690 


197 


38,782 


77 


23,020 


194 


38,743 



Custom House, London,!^ 
17 July 1854. J 



W.H.Noss, . 

Registrar-General of Shipping. 
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AT THE TWELVE PRINCIPAL PORTS, DURING XS51, 1862, AND 1853. 



A STATEMENT of the Official and Declared Values of the Exports, and Official Value of 
the Impobts, of each of the Twelve principal Ports of the United Kingdom, during the Years 
1851, 1852y and 1858 (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper No. 656, of Session 1851). 



London - 
Liverpool - 
Hull 

Bristol - 
Newcastle - 
Southampton 
Leith 

Glasgow - 
Greenock - 
Dublin - 
Cork 



Total - 



£. 



Declared Value of British and Irish Produce 

and Manu&ctnres 

Exported from the respective Ports. 



Year 1851. 



£. 

14,489,494 

37,918,640 

10,126,421 

419,958 

939,141 

1,916,737 

389,293 

3,499,082 

491,913 

50,070 

109,404 

50,183 



70,400,336 



Year 1852. 



£. 

15,802,122 

38,469,501 

9,894,253 

404,957 

1,043,875 

2,070,270 

491,293 

8,570,375 

418,697 

75,182 

141,074 

54,566 



72,486,165 



Year 1853. 



£. 

22,991,082 

47,152,194 

10,788,790 

852,229 

1,141,621 

2,452,864 

575,067 

4,968,630 

437,522 

23,800 

129,658 

35,931 



91,549,388 



JVoto.— The foregoing Statement, embracing a portion only of the information required by 
the Honourable House, is respectfully submitted as the best Return that can be made to their 
Order. In respect to the Official Value, whether of Imports or of Exports, it is wholly defective, 
this Value, which is obtained by calculation from certain fixed rates applied to the quantities of 
the various commodities, being computed only on the Importations and Exportadons of the King- 
dom at large. The Declared Value of British and Irish Produce and Manu&otures exported 
being collected from the Merchants' Entries, is ascertainable for each Port individually, and is 
puKiordingly exhibited above. 



Office of the Inspector-General 1 

pf Imports and Exports, Custom House, London, > 

25 July 1854. J 



R. D. Woodifield, 

Inspector-General of Imports 

and Exports. 
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REPOE,T 



OF AN 



INVESTIGATION 



IXTO THE 



LOSS OF THE "ANNIE JANE, 



MADE BY DIRECTION OP THE 
BOARD OF TRADE. 



CAPTAIN F. W. BEECHEY, R.N. 



9re0nttrli to tott^ 110110^0 of VntUammt tv Command of fUtv fiUmMv* 



LONDON: 

PRINTED BY GEORGE EDWARD EYRE AND WILLIAM SPOTTISWOODE, 

PRINTERS TO THE QUEEn's iMOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

FOR HER MAJESTY'S STATIONERY OFFICE. 
1854. 
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CONTENTS. 

Page. 



REPORT 



LIST OF PERSONS SAVED from the Ship '< Annie Jane,** Passengers and Ship's 

Company included - - . - . - ix 

LETTER from Sir H. Fitzroy to the Secretary of Privy Council for Trade, enclosings ^, 

Memorial - - - ' - ► - ^.^' *> H^ 

. • ' .' ^^*' . ' ' • 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, containing Examinations of the following witnesses :— 

Mr. T. H. Holderness, Owner of the « Annie Jane" - - - 1 

Captain Schombei^, Government Emigration Agent, Liverpool - - 4, 53 

Lieutenant T. H. Prior, R. N., First Assistant Emigration Officer, Liverpool - 8, 40 

Robert James, Government Surveyor - - - - 10, 89 
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My Lords, London, December 30th 1853. 

In pursuance of the instructions I received from your Lordships to 
inquire into the wreck of the " Annie Jane/' I proceeded to Liverpool, and 
commenced the investigation on the Slst October. 

I was happy to find, on my arrival there, the Chairman of the Emigration 
Board, who accepted my invitation to be present at the investigation, being 
desirous that the alleged grievances of the emigrants should be made equally the 
subject of inquiry with that which formed the more immediate subject of the 
investigation. 

The " Annie Jane*' was a ship of 1,294. tons burthen, owned by Me^ssrs. 
Holderness, of Liverpool. In August 1853, she took on board a cargo, prin- 
cipally of iron, and embarked 385 passengers ; and she had a crew of 35 
persons in all (afterwards increased to 41 ), of which about one half were 
Canadians. ^ On the 24th August she received her clearance from the Emigra- 
tion Office, and put to sea the following day ; about noon she passed Rathlin 
Island ; the wind was then fair, and the ship had shaped her course for Quebec. 
Almost immediately after putting to sea the ship was found to roll heavily, and 
the emigrants suffered much on this account. On the 26th, while running with 
the wind on the quarter, with whole topsails and top-gallant sails set, the labour- 
ing of the vessel was so great that the three topmasts and the head of the mizen- 
mast were carried away, and the master, at the request of the passengers, bore 
up, and returned by the South Channel to Liverpool, where he arrived on 
Slst August, after an absence of seven days. 

The passengers, on their return, made great complaints of the over-crowded 
state of the ship, of the filthy condition in which she was, and of the manner 
of serving out the provisions, and of the ship in general ; and several quitted 
her under the impression that she would never reach her destination. These com- 
plaints were heard in the proper quarter and, as regards the provisions, adjusted 
by the owner with great liberaUty, paying each of the passengers a compensation 
for the injury he complained of, although it did not appear to the Emigration 
Officer that he was called upon to make the payments to the extent which 
he did.* 

The master of the ship, who had commanded many iron-laden vessels, being 
under a conviction that it was the cargo being stowed too low in the hold that 
was the occasion of the heavy rolling of the vessel, had part of it removed 
from the run and placed higher up. The mizen-mast wasscaphed, the topmasts 
replaced, and some rigging, which had been a year in use and well stretched, 
was substituted for the former set, and the vessel was again ready. The crew 
were now strengthened by an addition of six seamen, which increased their 
number to 41, including officers, stewards, carpenters, &c.; and on the 9th 
September, the passengers who had quitted the vessel being replaced by others, 
the " Annie Jane*' again put to sea. 

As before, she steered through the North Channel, with the wind atS.S.E., 
and everything seemed prosperous until the 12th, except that the ship was still 
found to roll and labour in a very unusual manner, much to the discomfort and 
suffering of the passengers. On that day (12th), at a little before midnight, 
the fore-yard broke in the slings, and the foremast head broke short off; the 
vessel was then rolling very heavily, and the wreck struck with such force against 
the ship, that her bow was stove in, and much water came in through the aper- 
ture. To clear the wreck, the heel lashing of the jibboom was imprudently cut 
to let the spar go overboard ; but, in its so doing, as might have been expected, 
it broke the head of the bowsprit short off. The ship could now set no head 
sail whatever, and was forced to lie to. The wind then shifted to the S. W., and 
blew heavy ; the ship laboured violently, the main-deck was constantly under 

- - ♦ See the eyidence of Lieutenant Schomberg. 
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water, and the suffering of the emigrants was so great, that they presented a 
memorial to the captain, and begged he would return ; they were very urgent, 
and much expression of strong feeling evidently passed on both sides, during 
which the captain states he heard some one say that he would take the ship 
from him, and he replied that he would blow the first man*s brains out who 
attempted it. At length he pacified them by assuring them that he would go 
to the nearest port ; they were then in about 56"^ N., and 11° W. 

On the 18th the weather moderated, and a cross jacksail was set for a foresail, 
on the stump of the foremast, and some staysails were set on both mainmast 
and foremast. These sails enabled the ship to veer round, which, the master 
states, he could not do before, and the wind having got to the N.W., the ** Annie 
Jane" steered for Londonderry. 

Unhappily, shortly after this occurred, the wind went round to the S.W., 
and the captain, fearful of approaching the land in the crippled state of the 
vessel, again put the ship's head to the westward. 

The passengers mistook this evolution for a determination on the part of the 
captain to proceed to America, and became more than ever dissatisfied. 

On the 19th, the wind again increased in violence ; the maintopsail sheet 
gave way, and the Canadian seamen refused to go aloft to furl the sail. The 
captain endeavoured to shame them by setting the example of going up 
himself, but to no purpose ; the sail split, and ultimately was blown away. 
The ship was now labouring fearfully in the sea. The master, on coming 
down from aloft, observed the main rigging so slack, that he fancied the step 
of the mast had given way, and, on examining the coating with the 
carpenter, it appeared that the mast had actually sunk. After the wreck 
the mainmast was examined, and the step was gone, and the heel of the 
mast was rubbed and frayed like a brush. The rigging was girthed in, but 
the ship laboured so violently, that the chain plates drew out of the side, 
and the mainmast broke oflf* at the head. The life boat was washed away 
from the quarter, carrying the davits with it ; it was impossible to stand 
upon the deck to do anything; the jury foreyard came down, the slings 
being chafed through, and, for want of being properly secured, was lost 
overboard. The ship was then in latituile 58*" N. and longitude about 9° W., 
driving to the northward. About this time a sea struck the 5?hip with such 
violence, that it broke the spare lower yard on the deck of the vessel in 
three pieces ; the chain cables, which were very improperly kept upon deck 
without any lockers, broke adrift, and at each roll of the ship surged heavily 
from side to side, and stove in the bulwark, and broke one of the Canadian*s 
legs (this man was drowned in his bed) ; and the crew being unable to secure 
the chain, it was unshackled, and allowed to run overboard. The accommo- 
dation for the passengers on deck was entirely washed away, and the female 
passengers not being able to endure the exposure of coming upon deck, the 
cabins were in a most filthy and pitiable condition below. The rolling of the 
ahip is described as being greater than any of the seamen had ever before 
experienced, and in consequence of the straining of the frame, the seams of 
the planks opened, and the ship leaked so much that the passengers were 
put to the pumps. About the 24th, the weather became somewhat moderate, 
and the wind veered to the northward, and some sail was set upon the ship — 
a jib on the stump of the bowsprit, a top-gallant sail on th^ foremast, a top- 
mast studding sail for a mainsail, the mizen topsail, and a staysail between 
the masts. With this sail, however, when the wind was free, the ship went 
about five miles an hour. She steered towards the coast of Ireland until the 
morning of the 28th, when the Island of St. Kilda was seen, E. by N. about 
five leagues. At noon on that day the wind shifted to the W.S.W., and at 
two o'clock the high land of the Hebrides was seen to leeward, Barra Head 
bearing about south ten miles. The wind increased to a gale, and blew away 
all the sails but the foresail, staysail, and elose reefed mizen topsail. At ten 
at night, the Light of Barra bore S.S.W. The ship would do nothing under 
the sail that was set, and her destruction was seen to be inevitable. It 
fortunately happened that the master descried a sandy bay, into which he 
determined to run the vessel, as the only chance of saving the lives of any part 
of the unfortunate emigrants and crew. She was accordingly wore round, and, 
with great presence of mind in the master, her course was directed for this 
spot, which was viewed as a forlorn hope by all who witnessed that terrific 



Digitized by 



Google 



REPORT. 

night. She struck at some distance from the shore, and broached to ; the 
sea swept over her decks, and washed away the house before the mainmasts 
the long boat, and al>out 100 passengers, and also three other boats that 
were on the poop, to which numbers of the passengers had clung as a last 
resource, and the scene tliat ensued is beyond description. The foremast 
unstepped, the heel of the mast went through the bottom, and, in falling, cut 
the side up ; the mizenmast fell in the same way, also ripping the side clean up, 
and separating the after part of the vessel ; the sea washed into the steerage 
and the cabin through the breach, and the ship heeling over, many of the 
emigrants were unable to get up from below, and were drowned or suffocated. 
Added to this, the poop fell in, and crushed many more. The ship very soon 
broke up, and all who did not succeed in getting aft to the vicinity of the stern 
frame were drowned, except four seamen, who were saved upon the stem of 
the vessel. The scene of confusion, and the manner in which the unfortunate 
emigrants met their death, has been described in the Daily NewSj a copy of 
which appears in the evidence, and the truth of which has been attested by 
two of the witnesses examined on this occasion. I will merely add to that 
account the statement of the witness Morgan, who observes : *' The passengers 
"broke through the bulkhead into the cabin, and were all screeching. A sea 
^^ struck the ship; I was at once up to my middle in water, and in about two 
" minutes all was quiet" — 200 souls had, in fact, ceased to exist. The gale rapidly 
abated, and the morning of the 29th broke fine. The bay in which the awful 
catastrophe occurred was called Vatersay. The natives came down, and 
assisted the survivors to land from the wreck, of which the only parts remaining 
above water were the stem and the stern. On collecting the survivors together, 
it was found that, out of 385 emigrants, 321 had perished, and of the crew, 
consisting of 41 , 5 had perished. 

I have been thus particular in describing the progress of events as they occurred 
in this unhappy ship, as it probably seldom before happened that such a succes- 
sion of misfortunes befel a ship in so short a time. On the first occasion of her 
putting to sea she lost her topmasts, the second, she lost her yards and sails, 
and then mast after mast was carried away ; the ship laboured in an unusual and 
violent manner, rolling her waterways under at every lurch and tearing every- 
thing to pieces ; the compass was unshipped, some of the spare spars were even 
broken upon the deck by the sea, and at the last, being unable to keep off the shore, 
she became a total wreck. 

Upon a careful review of the evidence, which I have been at much pains to 
collect from the captain and the crew, as well as from the emigrants who were 
passengers in the vessel, there can be no doubt that the loss of the ** Annie 
Jane** was occasioned by her having taken on board a cargo of iron, without 
due care having been observed in its stowage. The improper disposition of the 
weight caused the vessel to roll and lurch so violently, that she tore away her 
masts, and strained and leaked throughout, and being unable to keep oft* the 
land, in her crippled condition, she was ultimately wrecked. 

Under these disastrous circumstances she had a crew, who, though in 
appearance were more than ordinarily good, were not sufficient in number 
for such a vessel, especially at such a season of the year, and were besides 
composed partly of Canadians who with very few exceptions were afraid to go 
aloft at sea, and who either would not or could not understand the orders that 
were given. By the agreement (A.) there were 41 persons in all, of which 9 
were either mates, stewards^ surgeon, cooks, carpenters, leaving only 32 sea- 
men for a vessel of 1,294 tons, of which 18 were Canadians, the greater part 
of whom in the hour of difficulty were nearly useless. It is stated in the 
evidence, that the refusal of this part of the crew to go aloft was the cause of 
the loss of the main-top sail, and by one witness of the mainmast, from the 
impossibility of furling the sail with such part of the crew only as went up. 

It would also appear that, after the loss of the fore-top-mast and foreyard, on 
the 12tli September, there was great delay in getting up jury sails, and that six 
days elapsed before the vessel could be wore round to return towards an English 
port, during which time she was driving to the northward, which I do not think 
would have happened in a vessel properly manned. But in the absence of 
the ship's log, and of the chief officer, who was drowned, I am not disposed to 
attach too much importance to this apparent negligence. But there can be no 
doubt of the general inefficiency of the crew. 
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The numerous accidents which have occurred to passenger ships from this 
country seem to render necessary some more stringent measures than have 
hitherto been in operation. From a return of the casualties which have hap- 
pened to these vessels in the last year, it seems that out of seventeen vessels 
which put into Cork damaged and leaky, thirteen were laden with iron, and of 
those which put back to Liverpool seven-ninths had cargoes of the same 
description. 

It is well known that this material forms a most dangerous cargo, unless it is 
properly stowed, and that no vessel will stand, without injury, the working and 
straining it occasions under such circumstances. By the evidence of the master 
of the ** Annie Jane," who has been many years employed in the Baltic trade 
carrying cargoes of iron, it will be seen that he is strongly of opinion that 
vessels which carry these cargoes should not be allowed to embark passengers, 
as the space required for them does not admit of the iron, when carried in large 
quantities, being stowed sufficiently high to render the ship easy at sea ; and in 
the event of springing a leak, there is great danger of the lives of all on board. 
But without attaching to this opinion more importance than it may seem to de- 
serve, I am disposed to insist on a more rigid supervision of the stowage of the 
ship. In the Stockholm trade, where deals are plentiful, the iron is raised and 
kept out of the extremities of the ship and away from the side, by planks and 
by balking the ship off, but in Liverpool deals are not so plentiful, and a mixed 
cargo prevents this being done; besides which, it appears that, with the present 
.system, no specific plan of stowage can be followed, as the goods do not come 
down to appointment, and the ship being advertised to sail on a particular day, 
whatever cargo is ready must be shipped. The masters have frequently remon- 
strated against this practice, and also against vessels being brought too deep in 
the water with these heavy cargoes.* I am aware that the vessels which 
embark passengers at Liverpool are so numerous that it is impossible for the 
present staff of Emigration Officers to exercise a satisfactory supervision in this 
particular ; and, in consequence, I would strongly urge upon the attention of 
the Emigration Commissioners the propriety of appointing a public Stevedore, 
whose duty it should be exclusively to superintend the stowage of the cargoes 
of all vessels engaged to carry passengers,f and to render to the officer in charge 
of the port a rough statement of the manner in which each vessel's cargo is 
stowed ; and when it appears to him that there is improper stowage, he should 
immediately represent it ; and if it be not remedied, the clearing officer should 
withhold the certificate. The powers with which the Emigration Officers are 
armed at present are sufficient for this purpose, if they are freely exercised and 
the officers firmly supported. 

Complaints of the Strictly speaking, it does not fall within tjie province of my duties to remark 
^'°"8^'*°*^* upon matters which may be considered as merely those of accommodation and 

comfort of the passengers; but as it was the desire of the Emigration Commis- 
sioners that the validity of the complaints of the passengers on these points 
should be inquired into, in so doing I am only complying with their wishes. 

The complaint of the unduly crowded state of the vessel does not appear to 
have been well founded, and the improper and negligent issue of the provision 
occurred only on the first occasiori of the vessel putting to sea, and for which 
the passengers were remunerated by the owners on their return to Liverpool. 
On the last occasion there was no complaint of this nature. 

The vessel, however, does appear to have been in a disgraceful condition after 
she cleared the land, from the temporary nature of the water-closets ; but this 
was increased by the reluctance ot the passengers themselves to go upon deck, 
• that their berths might be cleaned, which was even so great that the surgeon 
was occasionally under the necessity of fumigathig the apartments to make them 
get up. To go further into this question would only be to open out the incon- 
veniences and miseries of emigrant ships. It may be impossible to remedy them 
all, but I shall ofl'er in advance a few remarks which the present inquiry has 
suggested, as to what 1 conceive might and ought to be done to render these 
vessels more appropriate to the occasion. 

• See the Master's evidence. 

f See ftlso the opinions of the Emigration Snrveyors. 
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The complaint of the passengers of the conduct of the captam in recklessly 
persevering on his voyage towards Quebec, after the loss of thb foremast and 
bowsprit, appears to have had its foundation in the captain not cbodstng to 
declare his intentions to the emigrants, and in their ignorance as to what could 
be done, and was best to be done, for their safety in a ship so disabled. 

It was under these circumstances that the petition of the emigrants was pre- 
sented to the captain for the immediate return of the vessel to port, but which, 
the captain states, could not at that time be complied vrith, however. desirous he 
might have been to acquiesce, in consequence of having no head sails to veer 
the ship until after the 18th, when it was done. On the 19th, however, the 
wind changed ; and the master, fearful of approaching the land in the disabled 
state of the vessel, again put the ship's head to the westward. This was inter- 
preted by the emigrants as a change of mind in the master, and that he was 
determined to proceed to Quebec ; and, in consequence, they became outra- 
geous after the promise they had received from him that he would proceed to 
the nearest port. 

The master admits that he threatened to shoot the first man who should 
attempt to take the ship from him, and it is in evidence that he treated with 
contempt the memorial of the passengers urging him to return, and that he used 
the expression " Quebec or the bottom ;" but all this appears to have been done 
under excitement, and with a secret determination to put the ship round when 
he could. 

It would have been well if the master had explained to the emigrants his 
motives in putting the ship's head as they supposed towards Quebec, and if he 
had used more conciliatory language to them throughout, and made known to 
them the truth, if it was really his mtention to return to port when he could do 
so with safety ; and I certainly think it was his duty to return under the crip- 
pled condition of the vessel, and considering all other circumstances. 

All the witnesses admit the firm and seamanlike manner in which, as a last 
resource, the master piloted the ship into that fatal bay ; and we cannot but com* 
mend his judgment in the adoption of that alternative, rather than that of 
deferring the awful encounter by a vain attempt to keep off the shore ; which, 
although it might have prolonged life a few minutes more, would in all probability 
have ultimately been the cause of the entire destruction of all on board. 

The complaint of the very temporary and slight nature of the fittings does 
appear to have been just; and from the evidence of the master it would seem 
that this is not an uncommon occurrence in vessels of this description, and that 
as soon as the vessel gets to sea the partitions come down with the working of 
the vessel. This should be remedied, and the water-closets especially should 
be more substantially built, particularly those appropriated to the females; 
which indeed ought not to be in an exposed part of the vessel. In the 
" Annie Jane," the master states in his evidence that it was quite pitiable 
to see the women endeavouring to reach these places, getting drenched with 
the sea, and to prevent exposure to the crew after they were thus washed away, 
resorting to the lower deck as an alternative, by which the ship was in a very 
filthy condition. 

I am fully aware of the difficult nature of the duty the Emigration Officer has 
to perform ; the responsibility of detaining a ship, under such circumstances, 
when ready for sea, by refusing a clearance for the inefficient performance of 
particulars, is very great ; still, this responsibility should be incurred and fully 
authorized. I would suggest, that whenever the Clearing Officer has any 
good reason to suspect the stability of the fittings, or the stowage of the cargo, 
or even the efficiency of the crew, either from their ignorance of the language or 
firom any other cause, he be directed to refuse a clearing certificate, and until this 
is done we cannot expect any diminution of the numerous complaints and more 
serious casualties which have of late befallen vessels employed in the service 
such as that in which the ** Annie Jane*' was engaged. 

I cannot close this Report without expressing my thanks to the Emigration 
Commissioners for their readiness in furnishing every information that was 
required connected with the duties of their officers ; nor ought I to fail to 
notice their desire to elicit every information which might tend, however 
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remotely, to render more efficient the system of emigration from this country, 
and to avert the fearful calamities M^hich have bef&llen some of the vessels 
engaged in this service. 

I am, &c., 

F. W. BEECHEY. 

In consequence of the captain of the ^' Annie Jane*' being detained at the 
scene of the wreck, his evidence was not obtained until the 14th December, and 
the report has been delayed in consequence. 

F. W. B. 
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lAnt of the Persons saved from the Sh^ *^ Annie Jane/" 

induded. 



Passengers and Shiffs Company 



Ist Cabin. 

Captain Mason. 
Francis Ooold, Surgeon. 
Lammert Van Buren. 
Jean Fran9oi8 Comu. 
Marc AmL 
John Morgan. 
William Anfield, Steward. 
James Tailor, 2nd Steward. 



Steerage. 

Catherine Stanley. 

Bridget SuUivan. 

William KeUy. 

Mary Kelly. 

Amelia Kelly. 

Thomas McCarthy. 

John O'Brien. 

Julia McCarthy and one child. 

Mary Sheridan. 

James Grogan. , 

John Kingston. 

Mary Cliflbrd. 

John CliflTord. 

Alexander Walker. 

Thomas Kavanagh. 

James Kelly. 

Martha Marrah. ^ 

Mary J. Getty. 

Catherine Burt. 

Mary J. Crothens. 

James FarrelL 

Thomas Hawkins. 

Edward Donnelly. 

Rosina Nohen. 

Frederick Nohen, 

Patrick Kelly. 

Ellen Kelly. 

'Jim Donovan. 

Patrick DonnelL 

George Kingston. 

Patrick Shea. 

Alexander Allen. 

Mat Toomey. 

Geoige Lennox. 

Jim Rogers. 

John R^ers. 

James Rogers. * 

John Brooks. 

Abraliam Brooks. 

Charles Smith. 

Donnell Frazer. 

Passengers and Child 
Captain and crew 



William Frazer. 
John Parry. 
David Caullen. 
Corney Mahony. 
John 'rownsley. 
James Admpnson. 
William Reynolds. 
Robert Walter. 
Edward Shanehan. 
Alexander McCormic. 
Walter Fannier. 
Mat Hayes. 
John Macnamara. 
A^es Mattison. 
William Shack. 
Rachel Barry. 
Margaret McCauley. 
Mark Donough. 

Crew. 

Thomas Markam, 2nd Mate. 

William Lewis. 

William Moore. 

Thomas Mason. 

Charles Lea. 

Thomas Tillister. 

William I^AUcaster. 

Thomas Halcrow. 

Richard Stephens. 

Charles Burnett. 

James Sword. 

Christopher Kelly. 

Francis Welch. 

James Wood. 

Mat Irwin. 

James Marshall 

John Hutchison. 

John Jackson. 

Charles Garrett. 

James Allen. 

Edward Roberts. 

Charles Brown. 

Anthony Lizzard. 

Theodore Sherritt. 

Odu Limiez. 

Tom Bemiez. 

Longlinwarre. 

Joe Dean. 

Joseph Miller. 

Arcny Jameson. 

Edward Duray. 

Thomas Gibbraitli. 

ame s Boyd. 

64 
87 



Total saved 



101 
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Copy of a Letter from Sir Henry Fitzboy to the Secretary of the 
Committee of Privy Council for Trade enclosing Memorial. 

Sir, Whitehall, October 1853. 

I AM directed by Viscount Palmerston to transmit to you, to be laid before 
the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade, the enclosed Memo- 
rial, relative to the loss of the ** Annie Jane" emigrant ship, which vessel was 
wrecked on the coast of Barm, on the night of the S9th ultimo. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
James Booth, Esq., Henry Fitzroy. 

&c. &c. &c. 



To the Right Honourable the Lord Viscount Palmerston, Her Majesty's Secretary of 

State for the Home Department. 

The HUMBLE MEMORIAL of Donald Frazer, Joiner, Aberdeen, and others, 
part of the surviyors of the Passengers of the " Annie Jane," of Liverpool, 
and John Mitchell, Engineer, in Glasgow, and others, iriends and relations of 
the said Passengers, resident in Glasgow, 

Showetb, 

lliat the Ship ^' Annie Jane," of Liverpool, laden with a Cargo of iron rails and 
General Cargo, left the Port of Liverpool on the 24th of August last to prosecute a 
voyage to Quebec, having, it is believed, between four and five hundred steerage 
passengers on board. 

The Vessel proceeded on her voyage for about four days, and suffered very severely 
from stress of weather, the whole of the Masts having gone overboard, and the rigging 
and sails being lost, and at the unanimous request of the passengers, Captain Mason, the 
Master of the Vessel, returned to Liverpool to refit 

During the time that the Vessel was at sea the quantity of provisions served out to the 
passengers was not in conformity with the Act of Parliament, and, in particular, instead of 
ten pounds of oatmeal each for that period, they received only one powtd four ounces each, 
and no flour or salt, the penalty for not serving out the full quantity of provisions on 
board of emigrant ships being from five to fifty pounds for each individual emigrant. 

That the whole of the steerage passengers of the ^' Annie Jane," on their arrival at 
Liverpool, proceeded, by a Deputation from their number, to complain of the manner in 
which they had been treated in respect to provisions; and with that view sought the 
assistance of Her Majesty's Emigration Agent at Liverpool They also were most anxious 
to receive back their passage-money and remain on shore, and not proceed again with the 
ship, their confidence in her sea-worthiness being altogether destroyed ; but their applica- 
tion to the Owners for the return of their passage-money, as-well as to the Government 
Emigration Agent, at Liverpool, for assistance and advice in the trying position in which 
they were placed, resulted m no practical benefit, and the vessel was again roughly 
overhauled and sent to sea, the alternative being offered them either of re-embarking or 
of being left to perish of starvation in the streets. 

That the majority of the Emigrants were poor men having disposed of their all 
in order to proceed to Canada, and having nothing of value hut their tools, and being 
without money or friends, the alternative of being left in Liverpool appeared worse 
than re-embarking, — ^but that it was a universally expressed opinion that they had been 
all-treated, not only by the Owners, inasmuch as the ship was not properly fitted up, or 
served with provisions, but also by the Emigration Agent at Liverpool, who passed 
the ship in the most careless and superficial manner, and who paid no suflBcient atten- 
tion to the reiterated complaints of the Passengers — as may all be proved in the most 
ample manner before any Commissioner who may be appointed to take evidence on the 
subject 

That the ship again proceeded to sea, and after being out about four days, lost the fore 
and main masts, the jib-boom and life boat, and shortly after the binnacle* and at the ear- 
nest request of the whole of the Passengers, the Captain consented to make again for the 
Port of Liverpool, but having changed his resolution shortly after, he again altered the 
ship's course and actually proceeded for a period of nine days after that time, with only a 
jury fore lower yard, and the mizen-mast, which latter was of no use, and though the 
passengers petitioned him not to proceed but to land them at any port in the United 
Kingdom he chose^ when they wouM cheerfully relinquish any claim to passage-money, he 
refused to do so, threw their petition into the sea, and threatened violence if any further 
Implication was made to him on the subject, 

It having been at length seen that it was useless in such circumstances to attempt to 
carry the vessel farther, Oiptain Mason consented to return ; but the vessel was now more 
or less unmanageable, and drifted towards the land tiQ the night of the 29th ult, when the 
vessel was wrecked on the coast of Barra, upwards of 300 persons on board perishing, 
many of whom belonged to Glasgow and the surrounding districts. 
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Your Memorialists^ some of whom are survivors from the wreck, and others are the 
relations and friends of the shipwrecked Passengers, while deeply deploring this melancholy 
catastrophe, cannot but think that the circumstances exhibit a disgracefiu recklessness for 
the lives of the passengers on the part of those interested in the management of the 
ship, while thev cannot but complain that Her Majesty's Emigration Agent manifested but 
little interest tor the welfare of the unfortunate passengers on board ; and they feel assured 
that your Lordship, on taking into consideration the foregoing facts, which the Memorialists 
are ready to prove, will not hesitate to order such an inquiry to be made into the circum- 
stances as will necessarily bring out on whom the responsibility rests for the sacrifice of bo 
large a number of himian lives. 

The Memorialists therefore humbly pray that your Lordship may be pleased to issue 
a Commission for a searching inquiry to be made into the facts connected with 
the loss of the ^' Annie Jane," and to report the same to your Lordship, witli the 
view of your Lordship directing such farther steps to be taken in the matter as 
may be necessary for the vindication of the ends of Justice, or to do otherwise in 
the circumstances as to your Lordship may seem fit. 

John Gibb. John Murray. Donald Frazer, Survivor. 

John Campbell. Charles Smith. William Frazer, Survivor. 

James Pratire. John Mitchell. James Rodger, Survivor. 

George Murrat. George Hossack. Abram Brooks, Survivor. 

Daniel Graham. Adam Kerr. Angus Masheson, Survivor 

James Campbell. Agnes McClements. George Lennox, Survivor. 

John Laing. ^ ^^ „. Charles Smith, Survivor. 

Alexander Kerr. Christina^^Wood. 

William Ross. David Campbell. 
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INQUIRY 

INTO THE 

Loss of the Emigrant Ship "Annie Jane/* of Liverpool. 

Liverpool^ 1st November 1858. 

Before CAPTAIN BEECHEY, R.N. 



iTranscryri of short-hand writers* notes of evidence^ ftv] 



T. C MuRDOCK, Esq., Chairman of the Emigratkm Commimoners, was present during 
the whole of the Inquiry. 

Captain Beechey sud : This is an inquiry into the causes and circumstances attending 
the loss of the '' Annie Jane,'' a vessel employed in the conveyance of passengers. She 
left this country on the 24th August^ and, according to the statement, she had not heen 
out long before she lost her masts in a gale of wind; she returned to this country ; she 
sailed agidn some few days affcerwards^ and on the 28th September^ a month and four days 
after her first departure, we find her wrecked on one of the Hebrides^ the Island of Vater- 
say. I am, therefor^^ directed to inquire into the circumstances attending the loss of this 
ship — not only those circumstances which attended the immediate loss, but also those 
which led to the loss or in any way contributed to it ; and though I am not in any way 
directed to inquire into the grievances of the passengers, yet^ as much has been said 
of the discomfort of the people and about their provisions and other matters, I shall 
receive the testimony of both sides and hear all that they may have to sav, either pro 
or con.y 80 far as they may wish of themselves to rive the evidence. As this is merely 
a report into the circumstances, and as there may be subsequent proceedings, a witness 
is not compelled to say anything which he thinks will criminate himself; but I should 
hope that we would have as full evidence as it is possible to give, in order that all the 
circumstances connected with the case may be fairly and openly laid before the public. 
In receiving the evidence of the passengers, it has been with the entire concurrence of 
the Emigration Commissioners. I believe it is their desire, as much as it is that of the 
Board <w Trade, that the whole proceeding and everything connected with it may be 
fidrly laid before the public, or else I shoiud not have interfered with that part of the 
inquiry. Having said thus much I shall begin with Mr. Holdemess, who I believe is the 
owner of the ship, and I will ask you (the other witnesses in attendance) to retire, if 
you please, until ne has been examined. 

^ T.H. HcUkmsss. 

Mr. Thomas Hunter Holderness, Owner of the " Annie Jane," examined : 1st Nov. 1858. 

1. You are the owner of the *^ Annie Jane"?— I am. 

2. And the a^ent? — And the agent 

3. Can you give me first of all her tonnage? — 1294 tons. 

4. How was she rated at Lloyd's? — The highest grade possible for colonial built ships, 

5. How does she stand at Lloyd's ?— A I, for seven years. 
Will you give me the manifest ? 

Witness handed it in. 
Witness; Although we are agents there are brokers employed under us; it is 
signed by the broker^ Mr. Gurvin. 

6.— Can you say how much iron cai^ you had-^'how many tons— it is mixed up here ? 
—About 800 tons. 

7. What is the build of the ship ; is she a sharp vessel ? — No, she is not ,* 9he has 
sharp ends, long flat floor. 

^ 8. Is she oak or fir ? — Her floors are. of oak, first and second buttocks oak, her top 
timbers Afirican teak, planked on the outside with 'elm in beam, oak bands part of th^n, 
and the remainder is African teak. She was built under special inspection, under a 
contract. 

9. What passenger decks had you? — We had a Hwixt decks the whole length of the 
ship, and the poop came nearly to the mainmast 

10. Was there a main deck? — A main deck for passengers, and the poop, and the 
house. 
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•2 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN ON AN INQUIRY 

r. H. HoUemeu. II. Have you any plan of the arrangement? — We have not Very fortunately, the 

*— — * sister ship^ that was built at the same time^ of the same dimensions within a few inches, 

Ist Nov. 1868. and in aU respects the same, except that the class is for one year less grade, is in the 

-"■"—■■'— Liverpool Docks now — a vessel which came to my care, which I sold to Mr, Greaves; and 

she will ffive you the best idea of the ** Annie Jane." 

12. What date did the " Annie Jane" sail from this country on her first start ?— 
On the 24th August. 

13. What date did she put back ? — She arrived on the 2d September. 

14. Have you the clearing certificates the first and second time? — I have none of 
them, because the clearing certificates are lodged with the collector of customs, and it 
is only by that means we obtain our clearance* We get two certificates ; we filrst get 
a certificate firom the surveyors, or rather the emigration agents; after that we get 
a certificate from the clearing officer of the ship, and that enables us to clear at the 
custom house. 

15. Was the ship insured? — Partly. 

16 To what amount? — About 9,700/. ; her value was between 13,000/. and 14,000/. 

17. And were the passages insured? — The passage money was insured, according to 
the agreement with the passenger broker. The passenger broker is held liable by the 
shipowner for all detention monies on the ship putting back, or any claim that may fall • 
upon the ship in consequence of her carrying passengers. The responsibility is assumed 
by the emigration broker, and for our protection we generally agree to insure the risk, 
he paying the premium. 

18. Was that done in this case?-— I don't know that the accounts have been finally 
settled with the passenger broker, but we effected on that account to the extent of 
l,000i 

19. Can you furnish any information as to the manner in which tlie ship was stowed? — 
I cannot spieak irom my own knowledge ; I believe that the surveyors for the emigration 
agent always are cognisant how the ship was stowed, but I don't know that they are 
aware of the minuti» ; and our stevedore is here. He is within calL 

20. Then will you state what you know as to the stowage of the cargo generally ? — ^The 
first cargo taken in was a lot of about 200 tons of bar iron, and about 200 tons of pig 
iron, which was taken in the lower hold, raised up, checkered as much as it possibly 
could be. 

21. How much ? — I cannot speak as to how much ; I should think that 200 tons would 
raise four or five leet : but the stevedore will speak more ejcactly. 

Captain Beeduy : I only want you to state exactly what you know. , 

Witness : The next cargo taken in was a quantity of soap, in boxes. 

22. Where was that stowed ? — If you will allow me a sheet of paper, I will give you a 
rough sketch. {Witness described). It was stowed in the 'twixt decks, and formed a 
bulkhead with the fore part of the vessel 

28. You have no (Hrlop deck ? — We have none. She is stowed upon the lower deck. 
This was followed witb thirty tons of rice and paper. Afterwards we took in, I think, 
100 tons of railroad iron, with which we levelled the ship off on the 'tween decks. I now 
give a general outline of the cargo, and will put in the pai*ticulars in a plan from 
memory to-morrow. Then twenty tons of sheet iron went along the wings of the 'twixt 
decks on the side of the vessel to keep any of the ends of the railroad bar iron from 
injuring the vessel Then on the top of that iron, close to the mainmast, there was some 
machinery taken in, which was to form another bulkhead right across, and the remainder 
of the space, till you come to the main hatch, was filled with rope. We had about eighty 
tons of rope on board. There were also some yellow metal bolts, and the rest of the cargo 
you will see in the manifest. 

24. Was there any general cargo, iignt cargo, or such iKe ? — There was some hemp, 
and a small quantity of tea. Then in the run of the ship twenty-five tons of carriage 
springs were stowed. 

25. Were they loose? — ^Just the large bow, of the springs ; they were particularly light 
As I said before, the* pig iron was us^ as a sort of dunnage to the vessel. There were 
about twenty tons of it nearly all the way along, and it was raised. In this part, abaft the 
mainmast in the aft-hold, we carried two or three parcels of iron, raising it well up, and 
the remainder of the 205 tons of railroad iron ; and on the top of that we put the remainder 
of the cargo. We assume that she had about 1,100 tons. 

26* Of iron ? — Of weight ; about 800 tons of iron. 

27. Then pig iron was upon the floor as dunnage ? — Yes. 

28. All fore and aft?— Yes. 

29. Raised up about four feet from the floor ? — No ; these iron rails were raised a great 
deal more. There were 200 tons of pig iron first taken in. The pig iron we floored 
with, and laid the rails upon the top of that. 

« 30. Had you any board or light goods betwei»n the bar iron and the pig iron? — None. 

31. No dunnage? — No. 

32. Will you be so good as to describe the position of the passengeiV cabins ? — The 
passengers were on the main deck, half of the lower deck from the foremast forward, on 
ihe lower deck, in the poop, and in the house on the main deck. 
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INTO THE LOSS OF THE SHIP « ANNIE JANE.'* 3 

38. Now I will ask you as to the condition of the masts^ and the rigging of the ship ? — r. flr Holdemess. 
They were perfect. —— 

34. What date was the rigging? — May; she was only launched in May. I^t Nov, 1853. 

35. Was this her (irst voyage ? — Her first voyage; she had perfoimed but one voyage 
across. Her rigging was ^t up previous to her leaving. 

36. Where was she fitted ?^In Quebec. 

37. Was the rope of this country ?— Yes. 

38. And shrouds ? — Yes ; it is all classed by Lloyd's. She was not only A 1 in ship, 
but as far as stores were concerned, 

39. And were her masts and yards of this country? — No; they were all the produce 
of America. The topmasts after the first accident were renewed here with pitch pine. 

40. Dantzic ? — No ; Savannah. How we fitted her out so quick, the owner of the ship 
we had just sold gave me leave to take her alongside his ship, that I might take from his 
ship anything that I wanted, to save me the time of making the spars, by taking his, wbicL 
were perfectly new, into the ship. 

41. Now with respect to her crew?— Her ordinary crew; the way we rale her in the 
office is 30 hands, all told. 

42. You had a master? — We had a master. 

43. One mate ? — Two mates, first and second. 

44. With respect to that, I see upon your agreement you have signed one mate ; you 
call your second mate a ^' seaman?" — I do not understand the alteration. 

Captain Beechey : I understand it perfectly. That is the way you evade the Mercantile 
Marine Act? — I was not aware of ir. 

45. His wages are <j^4 a month I see by the agreement ? — Yes. 

46. Now how many seamen ? — I do not know the ntunber of seamen ; forty-six with 
apprentices. 

47. Forty-six in all, including master, surgeon, and four apprentices. 

48. How many apprentices ? — I think four. 

49. What date did the vessel return ? — I think on the 2d of September. 

50. And what were her defects ? — The loss of her three topmasts and the mizen 
masthead. 

51. Is that all? — The most material defects; I think that is everything, together with 
the sails and rigging connected therewith. 

52. What was the statement of the master to you ; the reason of his putting back ?-^The 
loss of his three topmasts, and that he had consulted with Captain Hose, who was on 
board also. 

53. A naval captain ? — No, he bears a commission ; he is a lieutenant, an officer in the 
navy> and resides in Canada, and he had been in about bringing ships to our consignment, 
and he was going out with his wife to bring a ship when completed. 

54. Is he here now ? — He is drowned, poor man. 

55. Do you know how far the ship had got? — 12*» west. 

56. Out of the thirty-five seamen, how many Canadians were amongst your crew ? — 
Witness {after referring to a list) : Seventeen. 

57. Did all the crew go out the second time that came back in her? — Every one of them 

58. Could all these Canadians speak English ? — NQt all of them ; a good number o 
them could. 

59. Can they all understand English ?— They can all to a great extent understand 
English. Many of the Canadians speak good English, and could speak very little Freiich. 

60. Now with respect to the provisions ; have you any accoimt of the provisions on board.* 
of the quantity and quality ? — No, none. The provisions are under the instruction and 
superintendence of the Government agents, both as to quantity and quality, and therefore 
we do not know any more than that they are carefully put away. 

61. When the ship returned to Liverpool, were any complaints made to you by the pas- 
sengers of anything?— There were several; not to me personally, but to Captain Schom* 
berg, and he sent for me. 

62. Perhaps Captain Schomberg will relate this, and save you the trouble ?«•— I dare say 
he will. 

63. No complaints were made to you, save what came through the emigration officer ? 
— None. 

64. When the ship returned to Liverpool, was she perfectly tight? — Yes. 

65. Then she put to sea, having made her defects good ? — Yes. 

66. You furnished the masts to her? — We furnished the topmasts the second time. 

67. The rigging, and so forth ; you made good every defect, in fact, in that way ? — 
Perfectly 

68. What was the rigging ? — New, 

69. New rigging for that occasion ? — No ; it was not when she lost her topmasts ; she 
lost the rigging too, and it was made good from another ship that had been in use one 
month at sea, and had been refitted for India. 

70. And her topmasts? — They were new pitch pine. 

71. Was any alteration made in the position of her cargo on that occasion ?-r At the 
suggestion of Captain Schomberg, who said he thought she might have rolled from the 
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T, R. Holdernpsa. weiirht below. I diflfered with liim from the knowledge of what she had in the Hwixt 
decks ; but athis wish, we raise I fifty tons of Canada p ates, about thirty tons of pig-iron, 
and some rope, fillini; up a small ^ace that was left here between the machinery. We 
put what we lifted from here on the bottom of the ship, and placed it here (describing Hie 
position to Captain Beechey), 

72. Have you anything that you wish to say in reply to what has appeared in the press? 
— To none that I have seen, with the exception of the first article in the North British 
MaH, to which I wrote a^ reply, which appeared in the paper and the editor's remarks the 
same day that he put it in. I have only seen a small portion of what I understand has 
been written. I have had a paper sent to me to-day ; there is some paragraph in it to-day. 
I asked tlie editor to send me a paper, but he declined; at least he did not send it I wish 
to correct a statement which has appeared in the North British Mail, with respect to the 
tonnage of the vessel, the quantity of the cargo, and the stowage of the cargo, which is in 
error, instead of bein^ 1,000 tons, as the editor states, she is 1,294 tons ; and instead of 
having 1,500 tons of railroad iron and other railway materials, the extent was not 250 
tons, and the tptal quantity of iron about QQO tons. 

The witness then retired. 



Capt Schomberg, Captain Schombero, Gove^rxunent Emigration Agent at the Port of Liverpool, sworn 
■ and examined : 

73. {Captain Beecliey.) Will you state what you know of the ** Annie Jane?' — Shall I 
read you the letter that 1 wrote on the subject to Mr. Murdock on reading in the 
paper that there was a complaint? 

74. No; first of all I want to get the particulars of the ship? — I did not clear the ship; 
I am not the clearing officer; I directed steps to be taken by the ofiicers under me. 

75. Perhaps I should do better by asking you what are your duties. With respect to 
this ship, what were your duties as regards her efficiency, equipment, passengers, and so 
forth. Is she not an emigration ship? — She is an emigration ship, but private; not a 
government ship. Perhaps I had better relate what passed when I was in the underwriters' 
room on the return of the ** Annie Jane" from her first \oyage. 

76. You will perhaps be so good as to explain what your duties are. What ii the nature 
of the investigation naade by you, and the officers under you, when a vessel is taken 
up for the purpose of conveying emigrants; the inspection which she undergoes, and what 
is done before the vessel can be cleared? — When a vessel is put on the berth for passen- 
gers, a requisition for survey is sent in by the owner. I direct the surveyors to proceed on 
board and inquire into the general equipment, fitting, general efficiency, and measurement 
of the ship for carrying passengers. ( T'he form of survey is there, in the book of insiruc- 
iions to emigration officers,) Requisitions are also sent in for surveying provisions, stores, 
water casks, and water. When complete in all these appointments, an officer clears the 
ship. The duties of the officer are to see the general sea-worthiness of the ship; that the 
people have their provisions served for the day ; that her internal arrangements are all 
perfect ; to see to the muster an,d medical inspection of the passengers ; that the detention 
money is paid in case the ship haa^een detained beyond her day. He is to listen to any 
complaint that may be made by any passenger, and see it rectified, and muster the crew ; 
and when all is perfect, a clearing certificate is given. 

77. Whose duty is it to look especially into the masts and rigging, and fitting of the 
ship ? — The surveyors, the clearing officer, and myself. 

78. Which of your officers looks immediately to the efficiency of the crew? — The 
clearing officer ; he musters them. 

79. To the stowage of thie cargo ?— If there is anything wrong in the stowage of the 
cargo, the clearing officer will see to it. By the 26th clause of the Passenger Act he qan 
object to clear tlie ship If she is too deep, or if, in his opinion, there is anything imprc^er 
in the stowage of the cargo, as the clause gives him power to refuse his clearance if she has 
anything on board ** which, by reason of its nature or quantity, shall be deemed by the 
emigration officer at the port of clearance likely to endanger the health or lives of the 
passengers, or the safety of the ship." 

80. Is that the only power that you have to interfere with the stowage of the cargo ? — 
This is the only power. 

81. Is there any speoies of cargo which is termed doubtful, or doubtful articles? — Yes. 
The 26th clause says : ** No passenger ship shall clear, or proceed to sea, if there shall be 
on board as cargo any horses, cattle, gunpowder, vitriol, lucifer matches, guano, green 
hides, or any other article, whether as cargo or ballast." 

82. The Act leaves it to your judgment as to whether certain things which are named 
in the instructions of the emigration commissionei^s as being of a doubtful character, are 
to be permitted to be taken?--- We can withhold the certificate if there is anything to 
endanger the lives of the people. The custom of the Board has been to limit as nearly as 
possible the quantity of dead weight of emigrant ships to two-thirds of the tonnage of 
the ship. 
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83. Tlien, as iron is known to be a very dang<»roQ8 cargo, if oarried in quantities, do Capt Sehomberg. 
yon exercise any control, or an^ supervision at all, with respect to the stowage of that iron? 

— Yes. We recommend its being built up, 1st Nov. 1853. 

84. In the case of the *< Annie Jane** was that particular supervision made? — I myself -.—- —^ 
directed, after her return to port, that a portion of her iron should be carried on the pas- 
senger deck. 

85. I ask, when she first went, whether that supervision was exercised ? — I think not ; 
not particularly. She had not more than two-thiros. 

86. I allude more particularly to the manner in which the iron is stowed. It is well 
known to all maritime people that iron is a cargo that requires particular stowage, and 
that, without such attention to that stowage, the ships are in danger. My question is 
whether that supervision was exercised on the present occasion when slie first put to 
sea? — It is exercised to all — ^generally. No objection was made. But as I did not clear 
the *^ Annie Jane" myself, I did not ask that particular question on the first clearance. 

87. Is it usual for vessels with that cargo to be taken up as passenger ships? — Constantly. 
The American trade ships usually carry iron to a very great extent. 

88. When the ship returned into port, did you make any alteration in the cargo? — Yes. 

89. Will you state what it was ?— I desired the owner to raise the cargo; and stow a 
large poi-tion of Iiis iron between decks, which was bulkheaded off for the purpose. 

90. Why did you make the alteration ?— Because we thought it would benefit the ship. 

91. In what way? — In her motion. 

92. Then you thought the cargo — the iron, too low? — Yes, f thought it was too low. 

93. What would be the effect of that ? — 1 thought it would ea6e the motion of the ship. 

94. Why did you consider it was uneasy ?— Because it was said that she rolled a good 
deal. I received intimation on the return of the ship, that she rolled a good deal, 
which was naturally so when she lost her topmasts. 

95. Was it your opinion that the loss of the topmasts was caused by her uneasy motion ? 
— No; from what the captain said, and from the statement of a naVal officer on board. 
He said her motion was considerable, but that he thought bad ironwork had caused the loss 
of the masts. 

96. Did you inspect the crew ? — I did not. The clearing officer inspects the crew. 

97. When the vessel returne<l, were any complaints made to you? — Yes. 

98. Would you wish to make any remark on what they were ? It is no part of my 
inquiry, as I told yon before; but there have been complaints made, which,' perhaps, you 
would like an opportunity of answering. For instance, a passenger states:— "On our 
arrival in Liverpool, after being ten days at sea, we went to the j^overnment inspector and 
stated our grievances, which we laid before him in writing, and craved inspection ; when 
we were lold to call next day, and prove before the qiptain and owners. Next morniug, 
after assembling, we appeared before them, and the government inspector asked the depu- 
tation, individually, what we had to say against the captain and owners. The first who 
answered was an engineer from Manchester, who said, we were all used like pigs. The 
in8p<»ctor, thinking him too rude, said, * Plenty of that,* and called upon anouier, who 
replied by desiring them ' to read the article of grievances placed before them on the 
previous day,' as we still adhered to the same statement ; but he declined complying with 
the request. He asked another, who said, • We complain of the filthy and overcrowded 
state of the ship, and a great number having paid their berths in full, had no berths, but 
had to lie on the deck, on the top of the chests. We mentioned a case of two young boys 
and a girl, brothers and sister, who had no beiths; and when we examined the tickets we 
found the number the same as the berth occupied by parties holding the same number ; 
and on complaining to the officers of the ship, they said they had nothing to do with it. 
The government inspector said to him, * Do you expect to be as comfortable in a ship as at 
home?' and as regards the tickets having the same number, he said, ^It was not right.'" — 
Perhaps you could reply as to that first ?— With respect to the first complaint; a deputation 
came from the ship, and I received them in my office, and heard what they had to say. I 
directed the owner and the captain to be present. The first complaint was made by a 
person who said, ^* He had not had his oatmeal," and several passengers bi ought up diffe- 
rent proportions of oatmeal which they said they had had during the voyage, complaining 
that they had not had the exact quantity, and that it had not been served by scales. I 
then asked the captain why the law had not been carried out in this point. Me said that 
the oatmeal had been served all day long ; that two barrels of it were standing on the deck, 
and that the people were too lazy to come from their berths to take it. As it appeared 
they brought oatmeal back, it was very evident that they were not very hungry ; and one 
man stated that he had brought it and kept it to prove against the captain. 

99. Can you state his name ? — I cannot state his name. The owner, Mr. Holderness, 
heard his statement ; he said " I am ready, Captain Sehomberg, to do anything that is 
reasonable for these passengers. I have paid them four days' subsistence money, and am 
ready to give them the price of a week's provision, provided they choose to receive it" I 
considered this a fair remuneration. With respect to the state of the ship, she was then 
under a refit ; the passengers had had their subsistence money paid them ; therefore thev 
are not supposed to live. on board, and in the state the ship was in, of re*stowing the cargo 
and refitting the rigging, it was not possible, if they did live on board, to have her in the 
usual state emigrant ships are kept in. The rudeness of one of the passengers, who, when 
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6 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN ON AN INQUIRY 

Capt. Schamberff* I had listened to all they had to say, and had every wish to give them redress, was very 

rude to me ; he said he would have his law, and 1 said, '^ I am a captain in the navy, who 

Ist Nov. 1853. am ready to listen to you or to any other person making complaint, but I am not a lawyer, 
■ and if you wish to see a lawyer, there is the door." 

100. How do you explain the charge which they make of two persons occupying the 
same berjh ? — She was a measured ship, that is to say, every person is allowed twelve 
superficial feet. It is the duty of the clearing officer to see that every person has his 
berth. I inquired of Lieutenant Prior if that was done, and I have reason to believe 
everybody had their berth, from the usuf|,l way in which he does his dulv. 

101. The words here attributed to the officer are, when this explanation was made, that 
"It was not right." Was the fact proved? — It was not true, because, if the officer cleared 
the ship with the people not properly berthed, he did not do his duty. 

102. After the ship returns to port, if the owner pays the subsistence money, the people 
are not supposed to live on boara; they get that money on purpose to provide themselves 
with lodgings? — Yes. 

103. When the passengers go on board the ship they are supplied with a ticket? — Yes. 

104. Which ticket you have a record of? — We keep a slip from it; we have no record 
beyond that. 

105. You know how many go on board ? — Yes. 

106. Are they numbered at all ? — Yes; every person has his number. 

107. Then are their berths numbered? — Yes. 

108. And every ticket should go into a particular berth? — Yes. 

109. I'^hen, if there were two tickets to one berth, that was a mistake ? — Yes, that was a 
mistake. 

110. Tlien, wliose duty is it to see that these tickets correspond with the berths? — The 
clearing officer's duty. 

111. Then the clearing officer will answer this question ? — Yes ; 1 should think so. 

112. 'Ilien we will read on : — " The captain asked me what I had to say against him ; and 
I said, seeing the dangerous position the passengers and ship were in, with the loss of masts, 
how he did not return when the passengers petitioned him, and also how he did not accept 
the services of the Cork pilot when he offered them, or allow the pilot to go and send out 
a steam-tug. The goveniment inspector said, *If I had been the master of the ship I 
would not have turned for you !' " Have you any remark to make on that ? — I have this 
remark to make, that the passenger alluded to said, "he knew the captain's duty better 
than the captain himself," and also, " that he knew when it was necessary to come back ;" 
and I said ^' he was there to obey the captain, and the captain was put there because he 
knew, and if he thought it necessary to come back, that he was fidly justified — that he 
was responsible." 

113. Then it goes on: — " I said again that the provisions was the principal things we 
attempted to prove breach of contract in. First, in not giving them by weight, as per 
agreement; secondly, we can prove having received only lib. 4oz. of oatmeal in lieu of 
ten pounds for this last ten days, which we produce, and no flour being served out. The 
inspector answered, saying, ^Do you think that this gentleman (pointing to Mr. Holderness) 
would try to cheat you out of your provisions ?' We said we did not care whether it was 
with intent to cheat or not, all that we had to prove to you was, that we were cheated, both 
in quantity and quality." Allow me to ask you, is it your duty, when the ship puts back 
with emigrants, to inquire into and redress grievances ? — Yes. 

114. Then these are some of the grievances that were made to you by these persons on 
the return of the "Annie Jane ?** — Yes. 

115. Were these grievances redressed? — I consider they were fully redressed Mr. 
Holderness offered a reward ; if they had refused their reward they would have been taken 
to a magistrate. I offered them to go to a magistrate. Mr. Mansfield generally decides 
these points. If they receive an indemnity they do not go to the magistrate. 

116. Then, in your opinion, you satisfied the complaints by Mr. Holdemess*s offer? — I 
think they were satisfied until the day before the ship sailed, and if they had not been satis- 
fied, they must have refused the compensation, and again referred to me. 

117. Or have referred to the magistrate? — No; to me. It must go through me to the 
magistrate. 1 must lay the information. 

118. They then go on to say: — " We also said we wanted our passage-money back, or be 
provided with a better ship ?"~ That was the first thing they wanted; that was the respect 
in which they could not be satisfied. I had no power to cause Mr. Holderness to give them 
their money back, which he was unwilling to do. 1 begged it lo be done, but I could not 
enforce it, as will be seen from the forty-seventh clause of the Passenger Act But he did 
return it to those very men who wrote that letter of complaint — ^to William Hendrie and 
James Turner, in mypresence, whom I believe to be the two people who addressed that letter. 

119. Have you any return of the deck space; of the passenger space of that ship? — 
Yes ; it is here. You mean the superficial feet. 

120. Yes.— 4,626 feet 

121. And how many passengers had she? — 385, and she could carry 385^. 

122. Can you put in a list of the passengers that she took? 

(Witness then handed in a list of the passengers in the ship, which she took out the first 
end second times. The list of those taken out the second time is dated 23rd August.) 
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INTO THE LOSS OF THE SHIP « ANNIE JANE." 7 

Witness proceeded: — From these lists it will be seen that she had not more than her Capt Sehomberg. 
legal number of passengers^ according to superficial feet -i.. 

12d« Now^ with respect to the passenger accommodation^ does your clearing officer 1st Not. 1853. 

take care that the bulkheads are of such a nature that the passengers' accommodation sliall 

be ensured to them. My question is this: — Whether the clearing officer is to satisfy 
himself that the passenger accommodation is such that it cannot be interfered with by the 
shifting of bulkheads^ or any other alteration which the captain of the ship may think 
proper to make when he gets out ? — The clearing officer is to satisfy himself on this point. 

r24. Have you any return of the passengers which were saved from the vessel? — I have 
nothing official ; merely from the owner. The owner's list — that is all I have. 

125. When a passenger^ship is wrecked, wliat are your duties. Are you at all in any way 
connected with what is to be done? — On the spot of the wreck or here? 

126. In any way. Have you any duties connected with the vessel in any way?— The 
passengers are to be returned to the port from which they started. 

127. What are your dulies? — To report the wreck to the commissioners, and to await 
their instructions^ and afford any assistance that I can give them. 

128. Have you anything to do with the passengers that were saved ? — I forwarded them to 
this port by steamers that were sent by the owners. 

129^ Is there any person in your department who is officially to give a list of the sur- 
vivors of the passengers ? — No ; no person reported themselves at my office : there is not a 
soul that has come to the office since they were saved. 

130. Had you any means of ascertaining what number of the individuals of the pas- 
sengers are siurvivors ? — I have no means except through the owner, whom I direct to 
return them their passage-money ; or if they wish it, to forward them to the place they 
intended to go to. 

131. There is no authority to interfere, in case of wreck? — No. 

132. We want to know how government will get at that species of statistic of passengers 
who are lost on these occasions ? — I have no list whatever. 

133. You had no list of survivors ? — None. 

134. And it is not your duty, to take any means to provide yourselves with a list of 
the survivors?— No; but it is my duty to see that the survivors have their passage 
money returned to them. 

135. And with regard to the efficiency of the ship on her second starting. Your clearing 
certificate may be taken as evidence of your being perfectly satisfied yourself as to her sea- 
worthiness, and so forth ? — Perfectly ; that and tlie surveyor's report. 

136. When a vessel is taken up for a passage of this kind do you make any enquiry at 
all ; or is it your duty to make any enquiry, or the duty of your clearing officers, as to the 
officers who command these vessels being efficient ? Would the efficiency of the crew 
come under your supervision^ and the efficiency of the master and mates particularly. 
The master of this vessel was a certificated master under the old board, of second class 
qualification only ? — Yes ; he passed under the old board. 

137. But it was a second class and very inferior examination ? — Yes. 

138. The first mate was not a certificated man at all; and had not passed any ezamina 
tion ? — Yes. 

139. The second mate was a passed mate ? — Yes. 

140. Is it any part of your duty to observe the qualifications of the officers ? — If I knew 
a man who was not qualified^ I would direct him, as captain of the ship, to be changed ; 
or if I found him guilty of drunkenness. 

141. If you knew him. But had you taken measures to ascertain that he was a qualified 
man ? — Yes ; in this particular instance the owner reported to me that the captain had 
served him for a considerable period ; and, for his good services, that he had put him in the 
best ship he had. 

142. As to the mates? — The mates I did not personally inquire into ; but the clearing 
officer inspects them ; but in government ships I invariably inspect and question the whole 
of them, as also the crew when I muster them. 

143. You have no rule, then, with respect to masters commanding these vessels having 
passed examinations? — llie certificate of service is sufficient for a captain of a private 
emigrant ship. There are no rules to that effect ; the law gives the emigration officer no 
power to object to the master of a vessel, unless he knows him to be inefficient 

144. What were the reasons assigned by the passengers who came to Liverpool for their 
quitting the ship? — Some thought her very uneasy, and disliked taking their passage 
in her. 

145. Did they consider her dangerous? — Two men complained of her motion, and said 
they would not go in her. 

146. It is stated in this document, that the foremast was carried away; you have stated 
that the topmast only went overboard ?— She did not lose her foremast ; she lost the main 
topmast and the head of the mizen mast. 

147. Have you anything you would like to offer, yourself, more than has been staled; 
you have seen what has been in the public press ? — I have only seen the letter you have 
read. 

148. Now have you anything to suggest with respect to these emigrant ships? Here is 
the case of a vessel putting to sea, and a month and four days after she first sails she is 
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8 MIN0TES GJF evidence TAKEN ON AN INQUIRY 

Capt Sckiomberg. wrecked upon our own coasts ? — It appears she met with a succession of gales of wind, and 

" probably very heavy ones, from taking the North Channel, which have caused lier beiii^ so 

Ist Nov. 1853. delayed, and, in the end, lost. — The general emigration of the port of Liverpool, 1 think I 
■"""~"~""" 'iiiay say, is carried on with most successful results ; some of the ships making as good 
voyages as are made in the world. • 

i49. Have you any return that you could put in, of the emigrant ships that have sailed 
and put back for the last twelve months from this port ? — Yes ; we can give you a return 
for every month. We can furnish anything of that kind. You can get it in London ; we 
gent it up the other day— from 1852-3 up to the present time. 

The witness then retired. 



Limit. Prior, R.N. Lieutenant Thomas Henrt Prior, R.N., First Assistant Emigrant Officer at the Port 
— — — , of Liverpool, excunined : 

* 

150. Are you the officer that cleared the " Annie Jane ? '* — Yes. 

151. On both occasions?- — On both occasions. 

152. Will you state to me your plan about tickets. You give tickets to the emigrants 
when they go on board. Just state the particulars, will you ? — Shall I commence with 
the proceedings ; we generally commence from the office. There is a notice generally 
sent in for the clearing of the ship. 

15;3. No ; I want you to speak about the crowding of the vessel, and how it can happen, 
which they say, that tickets have been issued, as they state, to two parties for one berth — 
how these things can occur ? — On going on board the ship, the first examination 1 make is 
on the lower deck, to see that the berths are all properly fitted, and that the bulkheads are 
properly placed up, dividing the single men from the families and single women, and to 
ascertain that the deck is in a clear state and the luggage properly stowed. 

154. The measurements for the passengers? — The ship is always measured beforehand. 
It is impossible to measure the ship properly when the berths are all up and the passengers 
on board the ship. 

155. Do you number the berths? — The berths are all numbered. 

156. And are there any tickets given ? — Tickets are given by the brokers ; a slip of which 
we take off on examining the people. 

157. Is it your duty to see that the numbers on the tickets, correspond with the berths? 
— The numbers on the tickets do not correspond with the berths ; certainly. There is 
always the number of the berth put on the ticket afterwards. There is a number on the 
ticket which corresponds with the list. 

158. The ticket shows where the man is to go? — No it does not. The number is always 
marked on the back of the ticket for the berth ; but the regular number on the ticket is 
always the number on the list. 

159. But the ticket does show on the back or face of it, where the passenger is to go? — 
Yes. 

160. Is it part of your inspection to see that that is right? — Yes. 

161. That there are positively no more passengers than there are berths for? — Yes. 

162. Then, while v\e are on the subject of berths, you will perhaps answer me with respect 
to two parties occupying the same berth on board this vessel. Was it so or not ? — I really 
do not know. 1 have heard no complaint about it. 

163. There was a complaint; and it appears from what Captain Schomberg says, "it 
was not right ? " — If there was a complaint of that kind, I always rectify it. 

164. ^y object is to learn whether it was true that there were two tickets given for 
one berth or not? — It might be so. It is a very common occuiTence that there are two 
people in one berth, but we always rectify it as soon as we know it. 

i^b. But they might have sailed in that state? — They might have sailed in that state. 

166. When a vessel for the service is taken up, and has cargo, taking passengers also, 
do you acquaint yourself at all with the manner in which that vessel is stowed — supposing 
her to have what is called a *^ dangerous cargo" (of iron, for instance, on board) f — We 
inquire into it; that is alL Sometimes I open the natchcs. 

167. Was inquiry made in this case of the *^ Annie Jane?" — Yes; 1 enquired myself 
the amount of dead weight in the ship before 1 cleared her. I make a general practice 
of it. If we find her deep in water we generally object to her moving, there and then. 

168. Did you object to the stowage of this vessel at all ? — No, 1 did not. 

169. When the passengers returned in the vessel, complaints were made of the very 
xmeasy state of the ship; and her masts were gone? — Yes; and on that occasion we 
ordered a large quantity of iron to be brought up out of the hold and put on the lower deck* 

170. Put higher up? — Yes; I should state that the cabin passengers in the ship denied 
that she was a laboursome ship at all; and there was a captain in Her Majesty's Navy on 
board, who denied that it was so, and went out with her the second time and was drowned. 
However, we took the precaution of putting more iron on the lower deck. 

171. Did you think the quantity of iron in that vessel was as much as she could carry 
with safety ? — No ; I think she could have carried more weight if she had different cargo. I 
think she had quite sufficient as it was. 
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INTO THE LOSS OF THE SHIP « ANNIE JANE." 9 

172. That 18 taking all iron ? --Yes. Li^ut. Prior, S.N. 

173. The sliip went to sea quite light? — Comparatively light; she only had 1,110 tons 

(her tonnage beiair 1,29 1) besides passenr;ers. I suppose the passen<{;ers would bring her Ist Nov. 1858. 
down about eight inches. She did not draw quite eighteen feet of water when she left here. 

174. Did you examine her before you passed her when she went out the second time ; 
what was the state of lier rigging and masts? — Her rigging and masts were in perfectly 
good order. 

175. Did you inspect the rigging yourself, or take it for granted that it was good ? — 
No ; 1 generally look at it. 

176. This was new rigging ? — Yes it was. The rigging she went out with last was 
taken from another ship of the same dimensions, and it had only been in use some twenty 
or thirty days. 

177. Which might be considered better than new ? — Yes; I ^ould think so. It appeared 
to me particularly good, because 1 took particular notice of it 

178. 1 o what do you attribute, from what you have heard of the matter^ her losing 
her masts on both occasions as she has done ? — The only reason that I could imagine was 
that she was an uneasy ship at sea as well as the bad weather she had. 1 can assign no 
other reason, because the masts were perfectly good, and the rigging was good. 

179. You inspected her crew before she went to sea? — 1 did. 

180. What sort of crew did she appear to have? — I think a very good crew indeed; a 
remarkably fine set of men ; a sailor-like set of men ; much more so than I have generally 
seen in ships. I can tell you about the nimiber she had : a captain, three mates, boatswain, 
carpenter, sail-maker, cook, steward, thirty seamen, and a passenger cook and steward. 
(A list of the crew was liere handed to witness, who said he believed it to be correct) 

181. Did you inspect the crew yourself? — 1 did; and mustered them myself. 

182. There were a good many Canadians amongst them? — There were. 

183. Do }ou know whether they spoke English ?— Yes; I think most of them spoke 
English. I did not observe them, but they answered in English, a sort of broken English. 

184. Had these men come in the ship to this country ?—l really do not know. 

185. It has been stated that the crew could not understand the officers ; that the Cana- 
dians could not understand what was said ; you do not know as to the fact of their under- 
standing their officers or not ? — I mustered them and they all answered me; I called their 
names and they all answered. I recollect there one or two, — I think one man answered 
to two different names, and I called him back and reprimanded him for it. 

186. Did they appear to be a weak-handed crew ; the numbers were not very larp^e ? — 
No; I thought them an able-bodied set of men; the generality of them. Forty-one is 
about the number we generally send in these ships. 

187. In a ship of 1,^300 tons ? — Three men to every hundred tons. 

188. That includes everybody ?— No; not the passenger-cook nor steward; I always 
separate them, bt cause tiiey are not supposed to do any thing towards the ship whatever 
it IS contrary to Act of Parliament. 

1S9. Is that an average number ? — Yes; 1 think about an average number. I have a 
book here with a large number of cases ; I could give you a specimen of the numbers if 
you pleased. The first time of going on board this ship I did not clear her, because there 
were certain things undone. 

190. But those did not affect the safety of the ship ? — Not at all. 

191. I do not wish to go into anything that does not affect the efficiency of the ship. There 
is a charge here {referring to a document) that you went on board and passed^ her with a 
very sununary inspection. Tiiey state in the first instance that you would not pass her, 
and you then went and m^de a very cursory examination and passed her. — 1 left the ship 
on tl)e first day and 1 refused to clear her on account of the dirty state of the water-closets, 
and I ordered alterations to be done, and if they were I said 1 would then ^ive my certifi- 
cate. Some of the bearings of the berths were not as 1 wanted them, and 1 also ordered 
these to be put to rights. Every thing else was done and I examined all the boats. 

192. When she returned what were the defects of the ship? — She had lost her fore and 
main-top masts and the head of her fore-mast and jib-boom. 

193. Were the masts sound ? Did you see the masts?— The masts were quite sound. 

194. Did you inspect them ? — I did not; the surveyors inspected them. I know the 
fore and main-top-masts were gone. I am quite sure of it. 

195. Which were replaced before she went to sea again? — Yes. 

19»». And you were perfectly satisfied with the state of the vessel before you gave the 
certificate ? — Perfectly satisfied. 

197. Do you give the certificate to the collector of customs ? — I give it to the captain, 
and he presents it to the collector of customs. • 

198. There was also a complaint made about the fire stove not being snfficient to cook 
the provisions for these people. Is that in your department ?— I saw the stove and took 
the dimensions of it, and it was over the size that we generally allow for ships of that 
description, with that number of passengers. The boilers contained 380 quarts of water.' 
There were five boilers, and there was then nine feet of surfisice space left for the cooking 
and anything required besides the ovens. 

199. Then, in your opinion, she was properly equipped, with a sufficient crew, and 
properly supplied with all that was required by the Act ? — Yes. 
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10 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN ON AN INQUIRY 

Lieut. Prior^ R.N, 200, Can you bear testimony to that ?— I can ; speaking of the number of berths just 

' ' now, I think I can tell you exactly the number of bertlis she had, 

1st Nor. 1853. 20I. Have you any plan of the berthing ? — No ; but I always make the parties produce 

""""■""■""• the berthing to me before I leave the ship. She had 406 berths for 3854- adults, whilst 
in fact she only carried 385. 

202. Are these berths so secured that they cannot be interfered with by the master 
when he gets to sea? — Yes ; they are regularly nailed to the side and strongly secured. 

203. Is the passengers' baggage put into these berths ? — No. 

204. It is stored in another part of the vessel? — Generally amidships. 

205. Altogether firee from the twelve feet allowed the passengers ? No ; stowed in the 
twelve feet ; it is their provisions. 

206. In the generality of emigrant ships that go from here, do they have water casks ? 
— The generality, in fact all of them. Some of them have wooden tanks and some iron, 
but not anything like sufficient to take the quantity of water required. They have casks. 
The only vessels that take tanks are the steam vessels. 

207. Would it not be much better to have the water in tanks ?— Much better, no doubt. 

208. Better stowage ? — Better stowage and better water, at least the water would keep 
better. 

209. I believe it was a reason why we changed all our casks in the navy ? — Oh' ! yes, 
and a very good change it was. 

210. Now can you give me any information at all about this affair of the loss of the ship? 
— Not the slightest, 

211. You have seen what was in print and you have nothing to offer. You have seen the 
statement made by the passengers, and their grievances, and complaints of the bad con- 
dition of the ship, the uneasiness and all the rest of it — have you any remark to make? — 
No. 

212. Did you ever make any inspection of the compasses? — No; I don't generally; 
we see that the compasses are there; we infer that they are all right. 

213. You are aware that a vessel loaded with iron might have her compasses very much 
disturbed, and it would form no part of your duty to inspect the compasses of ships loaded 
with iron? — I think the compasses of the whole of these ships are sent on shore on their 
arrival here for adjustment. 1 think I may say it is a general rule. 

214. Can you give me any information as to the way in which the cargo of this vessel 
was stowed? — I cannot; except as to the goods on the lower deck. I know there was a 
quantity of goods on the lower deck. Amidships there was a space left for that pui-pose. 
I always prevent filling up to the beams on account of ventilation. 

215. You are a clearing officer, and if you do not think tlie cargo is stowed in such a way 
as to insure the safety of the ship, do you interfere? — How am I to do it? 

216. When a ship is laden with iron ? — All ships to North America are laden with iron ; 
and with thirty-five ships at a time and only five officers here, it is impossible to ascertain 
the stowage of the cargo. If we ascertain that there is any improper cargo on board, such 
as (ruano, or green hides, then we stop it till we are satisfied that it is taken out. 

217. Then you do not think it part of your duty to inquire whether a ship is taking a 
large quantity of iron or has the iron properly arranged or not? — We could not tell ; the 
stevedore stows all the cargoes — not half the captains in the port know how their cai'go is 
stowed. 

218. The stevedore might furnish you with an account as to how it is done ? — Yes; he 
might do that, if you could depend upon it. 

219. What, in your opinion is the quantity of iron that a ship should take to her tonnage? 
— I do not think that a ship ought to take, generally speaking, more than two-thirds of her 
registered tonnage of iron. When I say two-thirds of iron, I mean any dead weight Two 
thirds I should think is about sufficient; but it is impossible to draw a line correctly, 
because some ships will float, from their build, much easier than others.- It is rather a 
difficult thinff to decide. 
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Egbert James. Robert James, Government Surveyor, and Master in the Royal Navy, examined: 

220. Did you survey the "Annie Jane?" — I did: when I surveyed her first she was in the 
dry dock; she was in very good condition ; I saw nothing amiss with the ship at all, she was 
a well-fastened ship in every way. 

221. Did you examine the masts and rigging? — Yes, 

222. Do you know what sht was built of?— She was built in Quebec, under Lloyd's sur- 
veyors, partly of Quebec oak ; her hook and kelsons were of Quebec oak. 

223. Was she a sharp or a flat ship?— She was what I consider an improved model, 
generally speaking, of the Quebec built ships, with rather more rise of floor, and she had a 
very good entrance indeed. 

224. Have you any of the particulars of the manner in which the cargo was stowed ? — No. 

225. When you made your inspection were the bulkheads all up for the passengers ?— 
No ; the ship was perfectly clear. 
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INTO THE LOSS OF THE SHIP '* ANNIE JANE.** 11 

226. Does your survey extend afterwards to the vessel ? — I visit the vessel until every- Boberi Jamet* 

thing is there ; such as boats, spars, anchors, and everything is efficient 

, 227. But not as regards the fitting ? — I do not attend to the fitting. 1st Nov. 1858 

228. Where were her chain cables stowed ; do you happen to know ? — I do not know ^ 

wh^re her chain cables were stowed ; the stevedore will know. 

229. It is stated that in the gale of wind which she got into she laboured very much, and 
afterwards that her seams were opened, requiring all hands at the pumps to keep the leaks 
out; that was when she put to sea the second time? — When she put back the first time I 
examined the vessel, and saw not the least strain at all with respect to the strength of the 
vesseL When she returned the first time I particularly examined her seams and found that 
there was no strain whatever ; because, if there was, her butts and her scarphs would have 
shown it 

230. Did you examine her rigging to see that it was properly set up ? — The whole of it 

231. You are quite sure about the topmast rigging being properly set up ? — Quite sure; 

and when she returned after the first accident I had the lower rigging set up. . 

232. Why ? — Because I tried her rigging and found it very slack, and I had it set up. 
It was all set up the first time and when she returned I had it set up again. 

233. It is your practice to examine the masts ? — Yes, and if 1 see any deficiency in 
rigging I make them renew it 

234. To what can you attribute the ship losing her masts after putting to sea a few days ; 
should you attribute it to anything you know about the vessel? — No ; I should not, because 
in my opinion, the ship was not overladen. She was a ship of 1,300 tons, and only had 
1,100 tons cargo altogether. 

235. The rigging she had the second time she went out was seasoned rigging, properly 
set up i — Yes ; that I saw myself before she went out 

236. What were her defects when she came in ? — The loss of three topmasts, and the 
head of the mizenmast 

237. That you saw ?— Yes. 

238. You are acquainted pretty much with the stowage of vessels? — Yes; all my time. 

239. What proportion of iron do you think a ship should carry in proportion to her ton- 
nage? — I think two-thirds quite sufiBcient, in proportion to her registered tonnage; that is, 
dead weight 

240. Iron is dead weight, and that is quite sufficient ? — Yes ; and then iron ought to be 
stowed fore and aft, not in the centre of the ship but equalized fore and aft. 

241. Spread? — Spread right fore and aft the ship. The ship, in my opinion, would be 
more easy upon it 

242. Would it be possible to make any rule as to a passenger ship with regard to the 
stowage ? — As to the stowage I do not know what rule you could make unless the stevedore 
were licensed. When I am down amongst these ships I often caution them. 

243. You think they should be licensed, sa as to make them responsible for the manner 
in which the ship is stored, and compel them to give a plan of the stowage of those articles 
which are considered a dangerous cargo? — Yes; I think that would be advisable. 

244. In all passenger ships? — Yes, I think so myself; I am satisfied the stevedore 
ought to be licensed. If I were the captain of a ship to-morrow I should occasionally visit 
my hold to see how the cargo is stowed. I should not trust it all to the stevedore. 

245. The mate would look to that. Is there anything you could suggest for this state of 
things, other than the licensing ? — No ; I think that would have a very good effect on the 
stevedores. 

246. There is one thing I will ask you about, which has been remarked upon in the 
papers. In emigrant passenger vessels, do you ever object to the long-boats being fitted 
up with live stock? — Very often. 

247. Have you power to prevent their being so loaded ?— I make them very frequently 
take the things out ; and their own stores which they stow into the boats. 

248. Now, with respect to the ventilation ; how was this vessel ventilated ? — That 
did not come in my duty ; but as far as I saw of the ship, I considered her to be 
very well ventilated. 

249. This is not part of your duty ; only the fitting?— Particularly the fittings. 

250. Whose duty will that come under? — The clearing officer's duty. 



William Haselden, Government Emigration Surveyor at Liverpool, sworn and WUUam Htudden. 

examined : * ' ' 

251. Did you inspect the " Annie Jane** ? — Yes. 

252. Will you state what sort of a ship you found her? — I considered her a very 
superior Quebec-built vesseL 

253. Strong in all her fastenings ? — Strong and firm in all her fastenings. 

254. Her rigging and masts ; did you look well into them ? — Yes ; we examined those 
spars that were replaced after she had put back the first time, and we found them 
sufficient ; indeed, some of them were made a little stouter than the original ones, and 
that was out of proportion, larger than they generally are, the topmasts and so forth. 
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ffilUamffaseUen. 255. Was she a sharp ship? — No ; she was not sharp; a carrying vessel, not so square 

in the build, but rounder, which added to her strength. I tlunk more of an inverted arch ; 

1st Nov. 1853. they are the stronger. 

256. When she came back, did you examine her with respect to any damage she might 

have sustained ? — Yes ; we examined her thoroughly ; of course so far as we could. * 

257. Above water ? — Above water, and inside ^ welL 

258. Where the cargo would allow you to examine ? — Yes. 

259. Below the water line? — Not below the water line, between decks; it might be a 
little below the water line. 

260. Did you hear any complaints of her making any water while she was at sea? — 
Yes ; but she was perfectly tight when she came back, and we saw no damage that she had 
sustaiiyd externally, that is, in her hull, except a few scratches that were of no conse- 

. quence. We examined her seams to see that she had sustained no damage, and she had 
not* 

261. Did you hear any complaint of her labouring badly ? — No; I did not hear any 
complaint of that kind. 

262. Not when she put back ? — I believe she was nat overladen, perhaps hardly three- 
fourths. I should say she showed a very bold side from the water's edge up to the 
scuppers — 10 feet at least I should think. 

. {The evidence of the previous witness^ Mr. JameSj who examined the ship with him, was here 
read over to the witness under examination^ wlio said he fully concurred in what Mr, James had 
said, especially with regard to tlie rigging.) 

263. You will be able to tell me, perhaps, what proportion of iron a ship should carry 
to her tonnage ? — The model of vessels are so different. One vessel might be rather 
deeper, although the same tonnage as another, and might require perhaps one-fourth, 
or one -third more than a full vessel. , Some vessels with one-third tonnage dead weight 
would hardly fill it, and others would be very depressed ; but you cannot draw a line. 

264. Shoidd you not take proper precaution as to the position of the cargo? — Yes; I 
should say from two-thirds to three-fourths of dead weight ; and then the main thing is 

^ that 4;hey should checker it well, and lift it so as to brijig the centre of gravity well up, so 
that the vessel may not be apt to rolL A good deal would depend upon the model of the 
vesseL I take the gross burden, not the carpenter's tonnage of the measurement of the 
vesseL 

265. That would be more favourable still ? — Some vessels are so full that they require 
three-quarters, and another vessel of the same register would only require two-thirds of 
heavy weight. 

266. Do you think that three-quarters could be carried with the greatest safety ? — In 
some vessels ; in a vessel similar to the " Annie Jane ;" she would carry it easily. 

267. If it were properly stow^? — Yes, if it was checkered. 

268. Is it the stevedore's duty to see that the cargo is properly distributed ? — Yes ; 
and if some system were adopted, and these stevedores were obliged to have a license, so 
that we could get competent men to stow these vessels, it would take a great deal of 
responsibility from the surveyors, such as Captain Schomberg, Lieutenant Prior, and the 
other oflScers. 

260. Then you think, by having the stevedores licensed you might ensure a better 
stowage of these heavy goods in those ships with ^passengers ? — 1 think it would be to the 
advantage of all concerned ; the ship owner and the public 

270. It would be necessary, then, that the stevedore should give you a plan of the 
stowage ? — If they were licensed, and did not do their duty, they would lose their license 
and would not like that. 

271. Have you any more to offer. You have read what the papers say? — Nothing at 
present I must still say that the vessel was a very superior vessel, as far as strength went, 
and workmanship. 

The inquiry then adjourned. 



OUvn' Shannon. 



Second Da^. — Wednesday ^ 2d November 1853. 

Mr. Holderness handed in plans with reference to his evidence of the previous day. 
Oliver Shannon, stevedore, examined : 

■ 272. Did you see the cargo of the " Annie Jane"? — Yes. 

273. Will you explain to me how it was stowed, with reference to the position of the 
different parts of the cargo when they were put on board ? — The first part of the cargo put 
on board was pig-iron, which was stowed on the bottom for dunnage. 

274. Right fore and aft? — No ; not fore and aft. 

275. I want you to explain how far it went ; how it laid cm the bottom ? — It went from 
the second beam ; from the fore-hatch to the main-hatch. 

276. How many tons ? — I think there would be, a3 near as I can guess, about 80 tons. 

277. Of pig iron? — I carnnot exactly say how much. 

278. That was stowed in the bottom ? — Yes ; it was in the bottom for dunnage. 

279. Laid upon the floor?— Upon the floor. 
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280. About 80 tons of it ? — Yes ; as near as I can guess. I do not exactly know the Oliver Shannon. 
weight. '. — — 

281. It was the first of the cargo that came down ? — Yeff; the next was bar-iron, on the ^^ Nor. 1868. 
top of it, two lengths. — ^■^— 

282. Railway bars? — No; small bar iron. It went from the aft part of the main-hatch 
square with the main-hatch, aft her beam, two long lengths forward. 

283. What sized iron was that? — All sizes; small, round, flat, and square iron. 

284. Then you checkered that ? — Checkered it right up. 

285. What height ? — As near as I can guess, about seven feet. When the bar iron was 
in, we could just get a cask of palm oil between that and the beam. 

286. Room enough for ^ man to move along ? — Yes. 

287. What beam was that ? — The 'tween deck beam. 

288. The lower deck ?— Yes. 

289. You had no other deck than the main and the lower deck? — No, there was not. 
Next we put a boiler in the main hatch, four tons' weight; athwart ship in the main hatch. 

290. You had some more iron ? — We had railway iron ; it was placed one length from 
the pump well at the mainmast; the length of the rails twenty-one feet 

291. Then you had one length of railway iron from the pump well; was that 
checkered? — It was checkered up to the height of about eight feet 

292. Stowed upon the pig iron ? — No. 

293. What was upon the pig iron ? — The bar iron. 

294. Any bolts or shafts? — No. 

295. Sheet iron? — Sheet iron was in the 'tween decks; likewise railroad iron. 

296. I want to get from you what was stowed in the aft part, upon the pig iron; 
what did the railway iron lie upon ? — It lay upon pig iron; the pig iron went for dunnage 
underneath the other. 

297. What you are talking of now was raised eight feet above the pig iron ?— Yes ; and 
we had bales of jute up to the beam ; measurement cargo. 

298. You filled the hold with measurement cargo ? — Yes, up to the deck ; the length 
of the bars. 

299. What abaft that? — The passengers' water was underneath the hatch, and stores 
abaft that again. 

300. Passengers' stores f — ^Yes. 

301. What was in the run ? — There was some twenty-five tons of railway springs in the 
run. 

302. What between the railway springs and the railway iron? — The water and provi- 
sions, and passengers' stores. 

303. In the main hold you had palm oil, also above the bar iron, up to the beam, and 
in the other place you had light store measurement and cargo. Then you had rope and 
various things of that kind in the 'tween decks ; what had you got in the fore hoM ? 
coals ? — Coals and water. 

304. And no pig iron ? — No pig iron. 

305. Now will you come to the cargo on the lower deck ? — We recommenced with a 
bulkhead of soap on the aft part of the fore head ; thirty tons I believe. We reoommenoed 
the bulkhead with that, tight up to the deck. There was tea and pepper between decka; 
there was thirty tond of nee; that is dead weight, and soap is dead weight, but tea is not 

306. Had you any iron on the tower deck ? — 120 tons of railroad iron on the beams on 
the deck floors. 

307. Whereabouts did that lie ? — ^Fore and aft, right across the shm from side to aide. 
It lay from the main hatch the length of the iron forward; twenty-one feet 

308. What height would that be when checkered; I supposeit was chedceredf— No; 
the iron upon the beams laid solid; we laid sheet iron on the top of it 

309. What quantity was that? — Sixty tons; as near as I can guess. 

310. Making 180 tons? — I am not quite sure. 

31 1. What goods had you in the main hatchway ? — We had fifteen tons of machinery 
also on the 'tween decks ; from fifteen to twenty tons, as near as I could guess. 

312. Laid on the deck? — Yes; on the top of the bars. 

313. Any Canada plates? — Yes ; fifty tons of Cwiada plates. ^'^ , 
814. Pig iron ? — ^Twenty tons, as near as I can guess. We had an immense quanti^ 

of rope ; I could not tell you how much. Some of the piles were a ton weight each. 

315. That is dead weight ? — Yes ; I get paid as dead weight for putdng it in. 

316. In the stowage of ships, do you take the cargo in as it comee down? — No; we 
take it in as it answers for stowage. 

317. You arrange the stowage as best suited to the vessel ? — Best suited to die vesseL 

318. Then you have down such goods as you want to put in at the time? — No; we may 
have the quay full of goods. We just take in whatev^ suits us. 

319. Then what is your practice with regard to the stowage of iron and dead weight 
cargo ? — In stovring iron, such as bar iron or rdlroad iron, we try to rtdse it in the ship as 
much as possible. When we know the ship is going to take much dead wei^t, we try 
to raise it as high as possible. 

320. By what mieahs ? — ^By checkering. 

321. Do you ever dunnage? — ^Yes; we dunnage underneath t)i^ iroQ« Vary often we 
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OKver Shannon. 
2d Nov. 1853. 



dunnage with wood to raise it enough. Tliat is bar iron ; railroad iron raises itself by 
stowing it wide. 

322. With respect to pig iron? — The same with the pig iron. We checker the pig 
iron precisely in the same manner. 

323. Was the pig iron checkered in the " Annie Jane ?" — Yes. 

324. What height did the pig iron rise to when checkered in that way ? — It was merely 
dunnage ; the pig iron would rise eighteen or nineteen inches. 

325. Do you make any difference in the stowage of vessels of different model or build ? 
— Yes, we do. 

326. Explain ? — Some vessels require more to trim them than others. 

327. That is with respect to their flotation. 1 am talking now witli respect to the 
raising of the cargo? — We generally try to raise the cargo in every ship when we know 
she is going to take a quantity of dead weight in her. 

328. If you had a very flat ship, and a very sharp ship, would you make any diflerence ? 
—No. 

329. What quantity of iron, as cargo, do you consider a vessel can carry with safety in 
proportion to her tonnage ? — I know a vessel of 800 tons, the Virginia, belonging to Mr. 
Brown, where 900 tons of railway iron was put below the lower deck beams. 

330. W^as it Mr. William Brown of Brown, and Shipley's ? — No. 

331. W^hat was the tonnage of that ship? — About 840 or 850 tons. 

332. Do you remember the draught of water of that vessel ? — I cannot say exactly. 

333. Where did she go to ? — She went to New York. 

334. Did she make a quick passage ? — I cannot say. She went out, and came back 
again after being four months and a half away. She came back again with a general 
cargo from New York. 

335. I ask you with respect to your general practice. Would that rule apply to all 
ships ? — No, it would not. 

336. Could you load another ship of a different build with the same weight of iron ? — 
No, I could not. 

337. Then you make a difference according to the build of the ship ? — According to 
the build of the ship we make no difference. We generally try to raise the iron in the 
ship as much as possible. 

338. You must have a rule as to stopping in stowing ships with iron ? — When a vessel 
is deep enough, it is time to stop then. 

339. You take in iron until the ship is brought down to her deep water line, I suppose? 
— It is according to her charter. 

340. Have you heard any complaints of the uneasiness of ships stowed with iron ? — Yes; 
I have heard many complaints. 

341. Do you know any instance in which complaint was made, in which you can bring 
to your recollection the way in which the cargo was stowed ? — Yes ; the complaint has 
been that they had not enough weight above — on the beams. 

342. That the weight has been stowed too low ? — Too low. 

343. W^ould there be any inconvenience in giving a list of the cargo, as it is intended 
to be stowed, to the emigration officer before the passengers are embarked ? — No ; there 
would be no inconvenience. * 

344. Do you know how the chain cables in the " Annie Jane" were stowed; in the chain 
locker ? — They were in a chain locker, I believe. 

345. Do not answer the question without you know positively that there was a chain 
locker in the ship ; do you know in what part of the vessel the chain locker was ? — Yes ; it 
was at the mainmast. 

346. Do you know what quantity of water the " Annie Jane" drew, fore and aft, pre- 
vious to her sailing? — Yes ; I think it was about eighteen feet abaft, and about seventeen 
feet forward. 



Thonuu Markam, 



Thomas Markam, Second Mate of the ** Annie Jane," examined : 

347. Did you do the duty of second mate? — Yes; but I had no certificate; I only got 
the register ticket down from London the day before we sailed. 

348. Have you got a certificate ? — No. 

349. You lost it i — I never had one. 

350. You did the duty of second mate in that ship ? — Yes ; I acted as second mate. 

351. Are you going again as second mate? — I do not know ; I must get passed first 

352. How long have you been at sea ? — Seven years. 

353. Will you relate to me the progress that you made in the *^ Annie Jane" after you 
sailed ihe first time ; and what happened, so as to occasion the ship to return ; just let me 
hear it in your own way, and as best you can, as the occurrences happened ? — We sailed 
on the 24th August, and we had only been two days at sea, and were standing to the west- 
ward with the wind from the north-east, when a sudden squall carried the three topmasts 
away. 

354. Whereabouts was that?— It would be about 100 miles from the entrance of the 
North channel. . 
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855. Due west ?— Yes ; due west. 7%amaB Mariam. 

(356. Did any thing else go besides the three topmasts ? —The mizenmast head. . 'w""^q/;2 

857. Was there any sea on ?-- There was an unsteady cross sea, but not a heavy sea. ^^* 

858. Now go on? — It took us till dark to clear away the wreck. 

359. You still steered on your course? — Yes; and in the morning we put the ship 
more to the southward to come right round Ireland, and up St. George's Channel, to 
return to Liverpool through the other channel. 

860. That was on the third day ? — Yes. 

881. Did you know why you put your helm that way to come back ? — The captain 
thought the ship was not in a proper state to make for Quebec. 

862. Had you spare topmasts on board ? — Only one. 

868. Why did the captain think that she was not in a proper state to make the voyage ? 
— She was in a disabled state from the loss of her masts. 

864. Anything else ?— There was nothing material occurred until we arrived at Liverpool. 

865. Did you come in at the South Channel after all ? — ^Yes. 

866. What time did you round Cape Clear?— We rounded Cape Clear on the 29th, I 
believe. 

867. Do you know what has become of the log ? — The log was lost in the ship. 

868. When did you arrive at Liverpool ? — We arrived at Liverpool on the 2d of September* 

869. You refitted the ship ? — Refitted the vessel, and sailed again on the 9th. We 
were towed as far as the Isle of Man. 

870. Thirty-six hours after we were out it came on to blow from the southward and 
westward. 

871. Did you go round the Calf of Man ? — Yes; between the Isle of Man and Ireland. 
We close-reefed the topsails and furled the courses. 

872. Which way did you go then ? — Standing to the northward and westward. 

878. Intending to go through the North Channel again?— Yes, through the North 
Channel again. 

874. How long did you stand on that way ? — We stood on that way until Monday morn- 
ing; that would be the 12th. On Monday morning the 12th, the foreyard gave way, and 
the slings. 

875. What occasioned that ?: — The ship was labouring very heavy, the wind blowing 
very strong from the south-west, and carried away the fore-topmast, and foremast head^ 
the jib boom, and the end of the bowsprit, with the cap. We stood on to the northward and 
westward until the next day. 

876. Did you see any land that day ? — No. 

877. What was the last land that you saw ?— The last land that we saw was Ynistrahal 
lighthouse. 

878. Do you remember what night that was ?— It would be Saturday night 

879. That was before the 12th ?— Yes. 

880. I will ask you then whereabouts was the ship when the head of the foremast and 
cap went ? — I cannot recollect. 

381. You stood away to the north-west from Ynistrahal with a south-west wind; were 
you making much way, or lying-to ?— I suppose all the time we went about eight knots. 
It was not blowing very hard then ; it was blowing strong, not hard At the time the 
masts went we were not going eight knots. 

882. Were you ten or twelve west ? — Yes, I dare say we should be about eleven or twelve. 
888. What did you do? — We stood on until next morning, and the weather being more 

moderate, we got a temporary fore yard up and secured it in the best manner that we were able. 

884. Still standing to the north-west? — When we put the ship around to the southeast- 
ward to put back. 

885. What for?— The North Channel. 

886. To return ? — Yes, I believe so; I do not know for certain. We stood that way 
till the next morning, when the ship's head was put to the westward again. 

887. How was the wind then ? — It was still from the southward and westward. 

888. Was it thick ?— No. 

889. Did you see any land ? — No. 

390. Was it a heavy sea ? — No, there was not much sea mnning. 

391. A moderate wind and sea ^ — Yes; up to the following Sunday, the 18th, in the 
forenoon, when it came on to blow again. 

892. Which way ? — From the south-west ; it was blowing very heavy, and we laid the 
ship to, under close-reefed maintopsail. 

898. How long did that last?— On the Wednesday night, about half-past eleven, the 
vessel shipped a sea which carried away the life boat, and washed all the spars and chain 
cables adrift. 

894. The chain cables lashed to the spars ? — They were both stowed on deck. At twelve 
o* clock we furled the mizen-topsail ; the gale increasing. 

895. How long did you remain that way ? — We remained that way until Friday morn- 
ing ; I think it would be 

396. There was a very heavy sea running, and the ship laboured heavily ? — We lost the 
maintopmast, main yard, and mainmast head ; the mainmast head, and the topmast with 
it. The starboard cable being stowed on deck got through the bulwarks, and got 
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Thanuu Markam, across the gunwale ; the ship rolling very heavy, and. the chain cable rolling firom one side 
_ — ^ of the deck to the other ; it got across the gunwale, and we let it go overboard. On 

2d Nov. 1853. Saturday the 24th the weather was more moderate, dnd we put the ship's liead round to 
the southward and eastward to go back. 

397. How was the wind then?— About north-west. 

398. How were you steering ? — South. 
899. Did you see any land ? — No. 

400. Was it clear?— No. 

401. Did you get any sun ? — Yes. 

402. Did you get an observation ? — Yes. 

403. What was your latitude ? — rl cannot say. I had nothing to do with it ; the mate 
and the captain had all to do with that. The morning we lost the maintc^mast, we lost 
the jury fore yard also. 

404. You do not remember 3rour latitude, and you saw , no land ? —No. I asked Mr. 
Bell, the mate, what latitude we were in, and he told me about 60® north. That gale of 
wind we were in when we lost the maintopmast; we were a long while io that ; it .drifted 
us right to the northward. 

405. Had you a chronometer in that ship ? — Yes^ two, or three, I think. 

406. Go on with your narrative ? — On Sunday the 25th we got another jury fore-yard 
up, and a jib-boom ; the main topgallant sail was set on the yard for a foresail. Nothing 
material occurred up to the 28th. 

407. You had a jury foresail, and stavsail?— Yes, a. jib and main staysail, and we had 
a topmast studding-sail set for a mainsail. 

408. Was there any sea on then ? — No; there was no sea on then, a nice breeze aud very 
little sea. On the 28th at noon, we saw the island of St Kilda. 

409. How did St. Kilda bear? — It would be east by north ; a distance of about six or 
seven leagues. The wind veered round to the westward, and we hauled the vessel close to 
the wind ; we were standing then about south-west, making no way at all, — a little way to 
the south-west, till about 5 p.m. ; the wind increasing, we hauled the studding sail down, 
which was set for a mainsail, and also the staysails. 

410. What sail had you then ? — We had then the forestaysail, and foresail, and a double 
reefed mizen topsail. 

411. Where was your main staysail ? — We had all the staysails down ; the main staysail 
and the mizen staysail were hauled down, and the jib we also hauled down. 

412. Was there any sea then ? — The sea was increasing, and the wind was getting up. 

413. Was the ship rolling? — The ship was rolling alitUe; not much «t that time. 

414. Why did not you keep solne sail on her V — ^The wind was increasing. At half-past 
six o'clock we saw Barra Head light. 

415. How ?-^ About south by west. 

416. How far off? — The distance would be about sixteen miles. 

417. Then 1 siippose you began to think you could not weather it? — The gale was in- 
creasing then. 

418. Was the ship labouring much? — Very heavy. 

419. More than any ship yon were in before? — Yes. 

420. Have you been in ships in a very heavy gale of wind before ? — Yes. 

421. And with no sails, in the same way ? — 1 was under a piece of canvas in the mizen 
rigging once, in a hurricane, between the Cape of Good Hope and the Mauritius. 

422. Where were you wlien Barra light was seen ? — Witness : At what time ? 

423. At six o'clock. I suppose all hands were on deck then ? — Yes. 

424. Now, will you relate what passed ? — We stood on till ten o'clock, when we saw that 
we could not weather the light, and we wore the ship round. The ship made a great 
deal of leeway, and she was standing then to about a north half west course. 

425. Do you mean that that is the course that she laid 1 — It would be the course that 
she was heading. W^ were standing to the northward then, till about half-past elevet^ 
when we were opposite a small bay. 

426. Vatersay Bay ? — I do not know whether they call it Watersay Bay or not; but we 
were within a very short distance of the rocks, and saw that there was notliing left for us 
but to run into this bay. 

427. Was the sea running very high then ? — Very high; had we gone on the rocks out- 
side, there would not have been a soul of us left. . . 

428. You were running into the bay ?— Yea 

429. Was it a sandy bay ? — Yes ; we hoped to reach that, and save as many lives 
as possible. 

430. Hoped to escape the rocks outside? — Yes; if. we had gone on the rocks outside, 
there would not have been a soul left. 

431. Point out where this is, will you ? — {The witness marked the spot on the charts show- 
ing the position of the island of Watersay^ where the ship was ashore.) — Witness : She took the 
ground about a quarter to twelve o'clock. 

432. Where were you at this time ? — On the poop. 

' 4&3. Did you strike heatily ? — T^ie first shock we got, she did not atrike heavily at all; 
she took the ground quite easy. The next shook threw us nearly off our feet# About five 
minute after she took the ground^ sh^ began to bmik ^, J^be aei^ making, a cle^o, breadi 
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over her, and washed away her bulwarks, and the bouse on deck ; the long boat that was Thamaf Mmrkam. 
on the top of the house, was also washed away. -m"^^ 

484. Amidships ?— Yes. The next thi^ that went was the foremast out of the step ; ^ ^^^* ^^^ 
and the foremast went right through the side. — — — 

435. Did any body go with it ? — A little boy, I believe, sir, was in the fore rigging. 

436. Did any body wash over board this time ? — Yes ; in the house on deck, I suppose 
there would be a dozen passengars in it. The lon^ boat and house went together, and 
with it, the people that were inside. They would not come out ; I wanted them to oome 
out, but th^ would not. 

437. Why did you want them to come out ? — I wanted them to come out and get aft on 
the poop. 

438. At. this time, was the ship's head towards the shore ? — Yes. 

439. The sea was breaking upon her stem ? — Yes ; breaking right over her. When the 
foremast went, she alued round broad side to the sea. 

440. And then the long boat was washed away ? — Before that The mainmast went b)r 
the board, close by the- deck; and the mizenmast came out of the step at the dame time, 
and went over board. 

441. Still you .were on the poop ? — Still I was on the poop. At the time the mainmast- 
and mizenmast went, there would be about 1 00 people on the poop, and there were three 
boats stowed on it, and they hung on to the boatd, and the poop then went away with the 
boats, and the people on it. 

442. Wef;e you amongst them ? — Oh ! no ; I was right aft ; this was between the mizen- 
mast and mainmast,! — the front part of the poop. 

443^ Then the aft part of the poop stood past ? — Yes; thotfe were the people that were 
saved. 

444. Then the poop broke off hy the mizenmast ?-^The mizenmast was out by the 
step, and it broke through ; cutting the poop through, and the fore part of the poop was 
washed away with these boats, and the people went with it 

445. You remained upon the aft part of the poop ? — No ; I went down into the cabin, 
to the sky-light, since the fore part of the poop and everything was washed away, I ex- 
pected it woidd be washing the rest of us off the poop. I suppose I was a quarter of an 
hour in the cabin. I was glad to get up again. I came on deck again. 

446. Why ? — I cou)d not get up the sky-light again, and 1 crawled forward and got up 
the companion. 

447. What was your reason for coming up ? — Because there w^e so many people there, 
and they were all catching hold of me, as though they were drowning. They got hold of 
me; and I thought that the best thing was to get on deck i^gain. At that time I suppose 
there would be about 60 persons on the remaining part of the poop. There we all re- 
mained till daylight, when the gale had moderated. It was a beautiful morning when we 
got ashore, and there was scarcely a breath of wind. The -ship had not entirely broken 
up at this time; ^he war then in three pieces. 

448. When did she break in three pieces? — At the time tl»e masts went. The foremart 
cut through her sides, and broke the fore part, that was, the forecastle, right off; the fore- 
castle was left outside by itself, and the bilges of her, and the side from the foremast to 
aft, were between the mizen-mast and the main-mast. They were washed away to one side, 
and the poop was washed right away. 

449. The foremast unstepped, and went through her side, cutting the ship's side up to 
windward, through which the sea made a breach into the hold. Was anybody below at 
that time? — Yes; there was a great number of passengers down below. 

450. And all the crew aft ?— No ; there were four men saved on the forecastle in the 
morning. 

451. I want to know when the ship broke up next time? — When the mainmast went off 
at the deck, and the mizen-mast at the step ; the same as the foremast, the kelson was 
knocked away. The mizen-mast unstepped and cut the side up, as the fore-mast had 
done ; and the poop, from the mizen-mast to the main-mast, was washed completely away. 

452. It was a beautiful morning. What was the state of affairs at that time ; just de- 
scribe them as near as you possib^ can ? — At that time, the bow part of the vessel was 
outside where the poop was — it was aground. The bows remained together; they did not 
break up. I saw the bow part of the vessel, with four of the crew on it TTie middle part 
of the ship was lyiDg on the beach on her starboard quarter. 

453. No persons were saved upon that? — No; on the aft part of the poop, on which I 
was, there were 60 persons, and there were some few down in the cabin on pieces of bulk- 
heads and empty water-casks, and one thing or another. 

454. Was the poop aground at that time ? — She was as fkr in shore as she could go at 
that time. 

455. There were some persons in the cabin ? — Yes* 

456. Passengers ? — Yes ; passengers and crew. 

457. Were any persons drowned in the cabin at that time ? — Oh, yes ; the cabin was 
full of the dead bodies of the passengers who had been drowned — ^who had heen killed by 
the rising of the deck, when the mizen-mast went 

468. Then, did you get on shore?-— About seven o'clock some of the natives of the 
place came down to us ; and they came in the water up to their middle, and asked U0 to 
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numoM Markam, ^^ throw them a rope ;" and we threw them a rope, and the eailmaker got In the water, and 

— tried to swim, and found he had a footing. He walked ashore, and made the rope fast to 

2d Ner. 1853. the long-boat, which was washed up on the beach, and by that means some of them jumped 

■ into the water and got hold of the rope, and walked ashore. The men walked on shore, 

and they brou<;ht a horse and cart down, and took the women out in the cart. 

459. How did you save the men from the forecastle ? — When the water got down. Just 
before Captain Mason and me went ashore, the water took us up to our knees ; there was 
part of the bottom left, and we crawled along that, and along the spars. 

460. Then, who was saved of the crew ? — I cannot say, I am sure ; I cannot tell their 
names. 

461. What became of Mr. Bell ? — He was drowned. 

462. When? — I cannot say when. The last time I saw him was when we were running 
into the bay. 

463. What was the last you saw of the captain ? — The captain came ashore with me in 
the morning. 

464. And all the crew except the four? — No ; there were twelve of the crew drowned. 

465. But those who were saved, were saved with you, except the four on the forecastle? 
— Yes ; by means of the poop. 

466. Were you well treated by the natives? — Very indiflFerently treated. 

467. Describe how? — Captain Mason, the cabin passengers, the women, myself, and all 
the other petty officers, we all went to Mr. McLellan's office, and the rest of the passen- 
gers and crew were all sent down to a farm-stead and cow-houses, and were put in there : 
and what they got to eat and drink I do not know. Captain Mason and myself never got 
anything to eat until eleven o'clock at night. They gave us a glass of whiskey, when we 
got ashore, and that was all we got till eleven o'clock at night 

468. Did you ask for anji;hing ? — We asked for something to eat, but they kept saying 
they would *^ give it us directly.** 

469. Was there anything to eat in the house ? — Yes. It was not the proprietor of the 
house, but his brother, that was there. Mr. Donald McLellan, he was away, and when 
he came back we were a little better treated. • 

470. Were there any provisions on the island ? — Yes. 

471. How do you know ? — There was plenty of cattle and sheep. 

472. Did you oflTer to pay for them ? — Captain Mason oflfered to pay for them. 

473. Was there any bread ? — There was barley-meal cake. 

474. Did they offer you any of that ? — No ; they did not offer us anything till eleven at 
night. 

475. When the master came home ? — No. 

476. What did they give you at eleven o'clock? — Some tea, some barley-meal cakes, 
some salt herrings and potatoes. 

477. How many of you? — There was Captain Mason, four cabin passengers, two 
stewards, one of the carpenters, a sail- maker, three boys, myself, and twelve women, I 
think. 

478. How many women were saved of the steerage passengers ? — There were fifteen, I 
believe, sir. 

479. Had you any anywhere eke? — No. All the women that were saved were steerage 
passengers ; there were only two women cabin passengers. 

480. Was there a stewardess ? — No. 

481. This (alluding to a list of passengers saved) says there were seventeen women ? — 
I do not know for certain ; but that may be right. 

482. You do not know them all by name, do you ? — No. There were eleven came home 
with me. [-4 list of the passengers saved was here lianded to the witness.^ Yes ; there are 
seventeen women down here. v 

483. Don't you know any of these to be drowned ? — No, I do not. 

484. Did the passengers lose everything ? — No ; most of them picked something up that 
was washed ashore. 

48.5. After the loss of your foremast head and bowsprit cap, when you wore round to 
the south east to return to Liverpool, at whose instigation was it that you wore round to 
the south east?— I believe it was at the captain's. 

486. Did you hear any remonstrance on the part of tlie passengers ? — Not at that time. 

487. At what time did you hear remonstrances? — At the time we put the ship round 
again the next morning, to go to the northward and westward. 

488. On that occasion the passengers remonstrated ? — Yes. 

489. What did they say? — They said they wished him to go back again. 

490. What did the captain say? — He said, "You want me to back again?' They 
said, " Yes." He said, " Well ! I put back for you once, and you tried to do me an 
injustice; you tried to bring me in for things that I am not blameable for; and I will not 
tell you where I am going to." They then said, *^ They would take the ship from him, 
and take chaige of it themselves," and he said, "The first man that attempts to take 
charge here, I will shoot him." 

491. Do you recollect what day that was? — The 18th of September — Sunday morning. 

492. Did you think yourself, at that time, that the ship was in a condition "to weather 
the voyage? — Yes; at that time she was. 
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493. You had lost the foremast head^ and the bowsprit cap, and the foreyard, and you Thomas Markam. 
had for a foresail the cross-jack. Do you then tliink that the ship was in a condition 

to go?— Yes. 2d Nov. 1863. 

494. With the spars you had on board at that time, you could have rigged her?— We , 
had a fore and main topgallant mast, two spare ones. I should have put one up forward 

for a foretop mast, and another for a jib-boom ; we should have a cross-jack bent for a 
foresail. We had a cross-jack yard, and we could have set a topgallant sail for a topsail, 
and a flying jib I should have set for a jib. 

495. Then you think it would have been safe to have made the voyage to America in 
that ship ?— Yes. 

496. If you had been master of that vessel, would you have gone with that ship and 
that cargo ? — Yes. 

497. Who kept the reckoning of that ship ? — The mate, Mr. Bell. 

498. You had nothing to do with the reckoning ? — No. 

499. Do you happen to know anything of the compasses of that ship ? — No ; I am not 
certain that they were correct ; I could not swear to that. 

600. Were you at the wheel at all? — No; I never was at the wheel. 

501. You do not take the wheel? — No ; when I take charge of a watch, I examine the 
compasses, to see that the course is steered. 

502. Did you hear any remark on the part of Mr. Bell, that the course steered did not 
give the ship's place, according to the reckoning ? — No. 

503. When you made St. Kilda Island, did Mr. Bell make any remark, that he thought 
the ship ought not to be there ? — No ; he made a remark to the contrary : he said that he 
expected to make the island at the time he did ; whether it was from the observation of 
the chronometer or not, 1 do not know. 

504. Did Mr. Bell work the chronometer, or the master? — The master. 

505. Did you take any part in that ? — No. 

506. What spare spars had you in that ship ? — One topmast ; either a fore or maintop- 
mast, one topsail yard, and one lower yard. 

507. A spare lower yard ? — Yes. 

508. That is a very unusual thing to carry?— I have always seen it, in every ship that I 
have been in. 

509. Had you two spare topgallant masts, one topgallant yard, any spare sails? — I cannot 
say what spare sails we had; the sailmaker will know that. 

510. Had you any boats, besides the ship's long boats that were washed away? — There 
were three boats stowed on the poop, and the long boat on the house on the deck. The 
three boats were upside down, 

511. If you had been required to get these boats in the water, how long would it 
have taken you ? — ^To get the whole of them in the water would have taken us about a 
quarter of an hour. They were light boats. 

512. Had you any davits ? — Davits on one side ; that is, where the life boat was: we 
had tackles for one side, and davits for the other. 

513. 1 suppose the poop was too high for the davits to take these boats off the poop? 
—No. 

514. But you had only davits on one side ? — That is all. 

515. What was in the long boat ? — Nothing in the long boat ; she was bottom upwards. 

516. Did you find the ship leak when she was lying to? — In that heavy gale she was 
leaking a little ; the gale before we got ashore. 

517. Did she leak much ?— No, not a great deal. 

518. How much? — She had to stand twelve or fourteen hours, and after pumping 
about two hours we got her free again. 

519. Where did she leak? — She leaked on the top side, and about the deck first. 

520. On the night when you were running into the rocks, what was the state of the 
passengers?— There were some of them in bed, and some of them on deck. 

521. Did they all know that the ship was going on shore ?--The mate was sent to tell 
them, I believe. The last that I saw of Mr. Bell, he was going down the poop, down 
the ladder, and I asked him where he was going, and he said he was going to let the 
passengers know; and soon after he went down, they all came up, and 1 believe that is 
the way a good many of them were killed. They smothered one another trying to get 
up the'companion out of the 'tween decks, on to the poop. 

522. Until that time, then, thev were not aware of their danger ? — No, 

523. You knew of it? — Yes, I knew of it all the night. I knew if we did not weather 
Barra Light, we must be lost. 

524. Did the crew attempt to do anything to save the passengers ? — Yes, they assisted 
them all they could ; helped some of them aft on the poop, and told them to keep them- 
selves quiet. 

525. Did you see any of them attempt to save the passengers ? — I saw them helping 
them along, helping them to the poop, telling them to go aft, that is all I saw. In fact, 
that is all we could do. The sea was making over us, and it was as much as ever we 
could do to hang on with our hands. And it was very cold ; in fact, there were two or 
three of the passengers, young lads, dead in the morning ftom nothing but cold. I had 
to beat the doctor's back all night, or else he would have been dead. 
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Thomas Marham, ^^6. And the master — did you see him ? — Yes ; the master was standing in the 

skylight all night, after the vessel broke up ; he stood in the skylight on the top of the 

2d Nov. 1853. cabin table. 

527. Where was the master when the ship broke up ? — He was on the poop. There are 

iron stanchions round the poop, with a guard chain; and he was standing with one foot 
on one of them, and holding on to the mizen rigging, 

528. Piloting the ship ? — Piloting the ship into the bay. 

529. Did the captain use all his utmost endeavours to save tlie passengers ? — Yes ; the 
captain did as much as ever man could do. 

530. Can you speak well of him ? — I cannot give him a bad name. 

531. What did you see him do with respect to the passengers? — Nothing out of the way; 
he always treated them kindly. 

532. I am speaking now of saving them ; what a person in his situation might be expected 
to do in order to help those people, who had no notion themselves of doing anything ? — He 
told them where to go to ; to keep cool, and he would do the best he could for them, and 
the women he brought them into his own berth, as many as he could get in. 

533. I perceive there were thirty-three of the crew, out of forty-one, saved? — Thirty- 
three, I think, saved. 

534. There were eight of the crew lost then ? — I think there were only thirty-three in 
all ; about thirty-three sailors, besides the master, surgeon, steward, and second steward ; 
that would make four more — thirty-seven. 

585. Was the steward saved ? — Yes. 

536. The second steward? — Yes; the second steward is in Liverpool now. 

537. Can you account for so many of the passengers being drowned^ and nearly all the 
crew being saved ? — Scarcely; without they clung to each other; that is the only way that 
I can account for it, and when they were rushing into the cabins out of the bulkbeack they 
were running over one another then. 

538. Wiiat time was that? — That was just after she strucL 

539. It says here : — " Until the 21st, when the gale of wind came on, which made her 
labour and roll as before, opening her seams, and requiring all hands at the pumps to keep 
the leaks under." Was that true. — Yes. 

540. ^^ The maintopmast had to be cut down, and the chain cables were thrown overboard 
to ease the ship?' — No, sir ; it was because it got across the gunwale. 

541. How came the chain cable to be un6xe4? — We had no lockers. 

542. Were all the cables clinched? — The cables were not clinched at all; just lashed to 
a ringbolt — the ringbolt upon the main hatch. 

543. A stopper bolt ? — No. 

544. What size is that bolt ; inch iron ? — More than that. 

545. As thick as the chain ? — No ; it was a stout chain. 

546. How many cables had you ? — ^Two. 

547. How many anchors ? — Two. 

548. And you had all the chain upon deck? — Yes. 

549. How was it secured ? — Secured with spars, and lashed to the ringbolts. 

550. It lay between the spai*s? — No; lashed to the spars, that is all. There was a qpar 
laid purposely along the deck, and the chain was lashed to this spar, stowed alongside oi \U 

551. And was she going the voyage in that way? — Yes. • 

552. Did you ever see that done before ; did you ever know of a ship having chain cables 
that were not clinched? — No. 

553. Was the cable round bits? — No. 

554. How were you going to let her anchors go ? — With lashing to the ringbolt that was 
in the deck. There were no riding bits, neither windlass ends nor bits. 

555. How could you heave the anchor? — With the windlass. 

556. Was the chain round the windlass ? — Yes. 

557. Had you any chain compressor ?— No. 

558. You do not suppose any ship could ride with safety in a gale without her cables being 
clinched ? — No. 

559. Did it look to you to be safe, with those chains across the deck in that way ? — No ; 
in fact, one man got his leg broke. 

560. Was it always knocking about? — Yes ; you might lash it, but it would be sure to 
fetch away. 

561 . What were your spare spars secured to ? — The spars were in the side. There were 
large bits each side of the main deck; there was a bit-head forward, and a bit^head aft^ 
and they were properly secured. 

562. How was your long boat secured? — The long boat was secured by the bolt on the 
top of the house. 

563. How was the house secured? — The Jbouse was fastened to the deck with stanchions, 
secured to the cant in the deck* 

564. Did it look to you to be a safe thing to carry the long boat in the way that you 
did? — Yes ; the house was only a cook house. 

565. You had no other lashing, then, at the top of the bouse? — No. 

566. Did that look safe for die boat? — Yes; safe enough. There were several sea» 
struck her before she went ; she never started off till the house went. 
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567. It says in the narrative, that when the mizen-maet went, the people were crashed, Tl^anuu Markanu 

and not drowned. What is the meaning of that? — I do not know. I suppose it must have 

been those that were ih the cabin underneath. There was one woman on the poop that 2d Nov. 1853. 
had been crushed by the falling of the mizen boom. ..-* 

568. The narrative says : — ** While the passengers were thus clustered round the boats ;" 
those thre^ boats, I suppose, that were on the poop ; " and within a very few minutes after 
the ship had grounded, she was struck by a sea of frightful potency, which instantly 
carried away the dense mass of human beings into a watery waste, and boats and 
bulwarks went along with them?" — Yes, that is correct. 

569. Was that the time that the main-mast and mizen^mast went? — Yes. 

570. Have you seen this account in the ^orth British Mail of the 1 1th October? — No, 
1 have never seen this account 

571. Just read it through, and let me know what you think of it; whether it is correct? 

The following extract teas then handed to witness, who read it. 

** The only safety of the * Annie Jane ' and her crowded freight now depended upon 
weathering the headland, and thereby obtaining ample sea room ; but it was soon seen 
that nothing short of a miracle could carrv them past the heads of Barra. By dint of 
great exertions she was got clear of a reef of rocks which jutted seaward, upon which the 
ifavcs were breaking furiouslj^, and where it was evident to all that, had the ship struck, 
not a soul would have survived to tell the tale. Having rounded the reef, the ship got opposite 
or into Watersay Bay, a large indentation, with a sandy beach ; and according to the account 
of one class of the survivors, she was there run ashore to escape the reef of rocks which 
formed the opposite entrance to the bay; whilst according to the opinion of others, she 
was forced in by the fury of the gale. Certain it is. that widiin twenty minutes after 
clearing the reef, and between twelve and one o'clock on the morning of the 29th ultimo, 
the ship took the ground with a fearful concussion. All the officers and crew were on 
deck at this fearful conjuncture ; but there were tilso on deck a large number of male 
passengers, who held on by ropes and rigging, and with feelings of despair contemplated 
their fate, as indicated by the dull outline of the land, and the roaring of the surf on the 
beach. Meanwhile the great majority of the passengers, including all the women and 
children, were below in their berths; but the striking of the ship gave them a fearful 
wakening. Many rushed on deck in a state of nakedness; wives clung to tl)eir husbands, 
and children to both; some mute from terror, and others utterinir appalling screams, and 
eagerly shrieking, * Is there no hope ?' In fact^ the scene is described by the survivors as the 
most agonizing that it could enter into the heart of man to conceive. . The poor creatures 
had not long to wait for the catastrophe. After the first shock was over, the passengers 
rushed to the boats, three of which were placed between the mizen-mast and the poop, and 
the fourth lay on the top of the cooking house forward. The life boat, as we have said, 
had been already lost ; but, as happens too commonly in such melancholy cases, the boats 
were of no earthly use, for they were all fixed down and secured, or lay bottom up. 
Indeed, it is extremely questionable if there was any chance of the boats living in such a 
stormy even had the means of launching tbem been at hand; and the belief is, that the 
passengers had rushed to them from the instinctive hope of obtaining relief thereby, or of 
preyenting the crew making use of. them for their own apeoial preservation. While the 
passengers were thus clustered round the boats, and within a very few minutes after the 
ship had grounded, she was struck by a sea. of frightful potency, which instantly carried 
away the dense mass of human beings into a watery waste, and boats and bulwarks went 
along with them. It is the opinion of our informants that at least 100 of our fellow crea- 
tures perished by this fell swoap. The wild wail of the sujSerers was heard for a moment, 
and then all was still ; at least so far as this unhappy group was concerned. The same sea 
carried away everything moveable fore and aft, but still a great many of the crew and 
passengers remained, who had secured themselves by ropes, or by some temporary fixtures. 
While this fearful scene was going on upon deck, the great majority of the women and 
children, as well as some of the male passengers, remained below, either paralysed by 
terror, or afraid that they would be washed away in the event of their coming on deck. 
But their time also had come. The frightful thumping qf the greelt ship, taken in 
connection with her cargo of railway iron, must have immediately beat the bottom out of 
her; and while her fabric was in this weakened and disrupted state, another dreadful sea 
broke on board, and literally crushed that part of the deck situated between the main- 
mast and mizen-mast, down upon the berths below, which were occupied by terror-stricken 
women and sleeping children. They were killed, rather than drowned, as was evidenced 
by the naked, mutilated, and gashed bodies which were afterwards cast on shore. The 
main and mizen masts went at the same moment The second branch of the catas- 
trophe took place within a very few minutQa after the passengers and part of the crew had 
been swept away from the deck along with the boats. The most of the remaining seamen 
and passengers now took refuge on the poop, which is a very high one, and each succeeding 
assault of Uie sea carried awiiy its victim or victims^. In short, within one hour after the 
* Annie Jane ' struck, the remaining stumps of her masts went by the board, and she broke 
in three pieces. An additional number perished at this. disruption: and all the survivors 
remained on the poop, with the exceptii^ of seven meiib who had secured tliemaelves on 
the tc^gallant foreca^e. Th^ poop fortunately floated well; «nd as it was about high 
wateir, the wreck was drifted inwards by the win^, and ^^h heave of the sea — when it finally 
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grounded about four o'clock, a.m. The forecastle with the seven men came ashore much 
TTkomas Markam. about the same time. The wreck had been observed from the island almost as soon as day 

broke ; and, in the first instance, seven or eight of the Barra men (all who were in the 

2d Nov. 1853. neighbourhood at the time) came down to render such aid as might be in their power. 
■ The remains of the mizen-mast were still attached by the shrouds to the wreck of the 

poop, and by the help of the islanders, it was placed so as to form a sort of bridge, or 
ladder, between the poop and the shallow water ; and as the tide had now fully ebbed, all 
the survivors got on shore without much difficulty, by seven in the morning. Wien 
mustered, the survivors were found to nmnber 102, of whom one was a child, twelve were 
women, and twenty-eight belonged to the crew, exclusive of the captain, who was also 
saved. But the departed friends of the survivors were on shore before them, for the 
beach was literally Imed by their dead bodies, as well as by innumerable fragments of the 
broken ship, and the light part of her cargo." 

Witness: It says here, there were seven men on the topgallant forecastle ; there were 
only four. That is the only alteration that I can see. 

572. Did you see any of the cargo of the "Annie Jane" stowed? — No: very little of it, 
I had to go running about for a register ticket. 

573. Why did you not get one ? — I did get one. 

574. It did not take you long to get a register ticket? — It took me ten days to get one 
from London. 

575. Who did you go to ? — I went to Mr. Benr. 

576. Is he the coUeclor of customs? — I do not know what he is. In the seamans' regis- 
ter office, in Liverpool. He wrote up to London for a copy of the indentures to get them 
cancelled, and it was a week before they came down. 

577. Had you had a register ticket before ? — Yes ; along with the indentures. 

578. What became of that ? —I had the indentures cancelled, and they had to send to 
London for a copy of the indentures. 

579. Where was your register ticket that you had before ? — I had none but the one 
with the indentures. 

580. You sent it with the indentures?— Yes. 
Captain Beechey : You should have kept it. 

581. There are a number of complaints here, by the passengers, of the treatment which 
they received on board that ship. I will ask you, first of all, whether they were generally 
weU treated, or not? — They were treated well, as far as I know anything about it. They 
always got their stores seized to them at proper times. 

582. Had you anything to do with serving out the provisions? — No ; the boatswain did 
that, and was continually doing that and nothing else. 

583. You had Canadians in the crew; do you know if they all spoke English? — Yes, 
a little. 

584. Could they all understand English ? — Yes. 

585. Could they all understand the orders that were given to them ? — Yes ; all except 
one, and he could not understand a word you said to him ; either could not or would not. 
One of the two. 

586. What is the conduct of the Canadians when a ship gets into danger ? — They are 
afraid. 

587. When it comes on to blow hard, and the ship is lurching heavily, what do they do ? 
— They go and hide themselves if they can, and it is as much as you can do to go and 
hunt them up. 

588. Was that the case vnth the Canadians on the *' Annie Jane ?"— All except one man, 
who was as good as any of the crew of the ship. 

589. This will be pretty nearly true then : — " The majority of the crew being French 
Canadians, and not understanding English, left the ship that night in imminent danger, 
not understanding the orders the officers gave them, and they could not be at hand when 
required ?*' — That " not understanding the orders" is not true ; they did understand, but 
went and hid themselves, and were afraid to do anything. In fact, one of them was told 
to go up and help to furl the main-topsail, and he said, " I am afi*aid to go." 

590. If you had had a pood crew could you have saved your masts? — If we had had a 
, good crew I do not know that we could have saved the masts. 

591. But you would have saved the main-top-sail? — We could have saved the main- 
top-sail, if we had had all English men. It was the sail we could not get furled ; if we 
had got the sail furled, it is my opinion it would never have been carried away. 

592. The passengers say that they were '^used like pigs?' — I do not know how that 
could be ; they had their places cleaned out for them by the crew. The crew used to 
clean out their places, and that is more than one ship out of twenty, that goes out of the 
port of Liverpool, would do. 

593. When they made their grievances known to the officers were they treated civilly ? 
— Of course. 

594. Not " of course ;" they were not answered roughly?— No. 

595. You only speak from what you saw ? —Yes. 

596. They were never answered roughly from the time when they came to Captain 
Mason, as far as you know ?~ As far as I know. 



Digitized by 



Google 



INTO THE LOSS OF THE SHIP « ANNIE JANE/* 



23 



597. Did you hear any compkint of the provisions not being served out at the right 
times? — There was one complaint; about half a dozen Irishmen went one night to Cap- 
tain Mason, and said they had not had their water, when the boatswain had been all the 
morning serving out water, and they had not come for it. That is all the last time. The 
first time we were out there were a good many complaints made, because we had only 
been at sea a week, and of course that would make a difference. 

598. But the first time ? — They were never answered roughly ; but if they wanted any- 
thing some person was told to go and give it to them. 

599. What were the complaints ? — That bread and beef, or something or other, had 
not been served ; but they never had to complain twice to Captain Mason, some one or 
other would go and give it to them. 

600. Were they always told when the water and provisions were to be served out? — 
They were always told. I know it to have been done, and some of them did not come 
for it till night, when six or seven Irishmen came and made a noise about it. Captain 
Mason called the boatswain up, who said he had called their names over ; and Captain 
Mason told the boatswain to go and give them their water. 

601. Was the water good? — Yes, it was very good water. 

602. The water was all in casks, was it not? — Yes. 

603. How did you get the water out of the casks ? — By pumping. 

604. You had a hose ?— Yes. 

605. Where did you fill the water ? — At the London Dock, we filled the water. 

606. Did the ship appear to be a great deal crowded ? — No. 

607. Did you go down among the steerage passengers to see the state they were in ? — Yes. 

608. Did you see that they were very much crowded? — No more than the generality 
of ships are. 

609. Was their luggage in their berths? — No. 

610. Were the things lashed before they went to sea ? — Everything was lashed for them, 
and some came and said, '^my box should not be there," and they would cast it adrift 
themselves. There were complaints every day of things knocking about, but it was their 
own faidts. 

611. When you came into harbour you shifted some of the iron up in the ship ? — Yes. 

612. Did you find her easier when she went to sea again? — Yes ; a little easier. 

613. When the masts went, did it appear to be from the imeasiness of the ship, or from 
the heaviness of the squall ? — It seemed to me to be the heaviness of the squall ; because 
the vessel heeled over. 

614. She did not go to windward? — No. 

615. Did she jerk much? — No. 

616. Did she roll deep or suddenly? — No; she did not roll suddenly at the time we 
lost the three topmasts. 

617. Was she very uneasy ? — She was very uneasy. 

618. Have you any remark you would like to make ? — ^No ; except as to one report 
that Captain Mason was intoxicated and inattentive to his duties. 1 would just wish to 
contradict that. 

619. Did you find him drunk at all ? — No ; never drunk. 

620. Was he ever muddled ? — No ; never muddled. 

621. Is he a humane man? — Yes, a very humane man ; a very kind-hearted man. 

622. Did he treat the passengers and crew well ? — He treated them as well as any man 
could treat them. 

623. Then these things that have been said of him, you do not think to be true ? — No ; 
I do not believe them to be true. 

624. And he did his utmost, in your opinion, to save the ship ? — He did his utmost for 
every one. 

625. Could anything have been done that was not done ? — No ; nothing more could have 
been done by any mortal man, than he did do. 



Thomas Markam 
2d Na^i853 



William More, Sailmaker in the '^ Annie Jane '' examined : 

626. How long have you been at sea?— Eighteen years. 

627. Will you state to me what you know about the '* Annie Jane,'' after you left Liver- 
pool with the emigrants ; in about three days you got a gale of wind ? — '^The third day. 

628. Whereabouts was the ship then ? — Just clearing the north channel. 

629. What sail were you under ? — Double reefed topsails, with mainsail furled, and 
foresail set. 

630. Which tack were you on I — On the starboard tack. 

631. Then what happened ; did you lose her masts ? — Yes. 

682. How did you lose them ? — By the rolling of the ship, and the severity of the weather 
besides. 

633. Did she roll much ? — She rolled very heavy ; she laboured more than ever any ship 
that I was in. 

634. The wind was on the quarter ? — It was a contrary sea, one against the other 

635. Then what went away ? — The foretopgallant mast, and the foretop mast. 

D3 
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WiUum Miore* , 636. Was it in a squall ?— It was in a squall ; a heavy squall. 

— — 687. It was not with the rolling ?— ft was With the foiling, and the Squall together, that 

2d Nov. 1853. was the cause of it. 

638. Then did you still continue on ? — We still proceeded on ; for two days I think, and 

then turned back. 

639. You ran away to the westward, and then bore up round Ireland ? — Yes. 

640. Round the south channel? — Yes. 

641. How long was that after the masts went ? — Two days, I think. 

642. What made the master bear up ? — The passengers proposed it to him. 

643. Did he consent directly ? — Yes, he gave his consent. 

644. Then you proceeded to Liverpool ? — Yes. 

645. Had you any 9omplaints from the passengers. Were they dissatisfied ? — No, they 
were not dissatisfied then, after we turned back the first time. 

646. Did you hear' any complaints about provisions, when you did come back ? — We 
heard several complaints, out I cannot bring them all to mind. They were always making 
complaints, they were never satisfied. 

647. Were their complaints reasonable? — They got their allowance, and everything 
signed for ; some said they had not this, and not that, and at the same time they had had 
it ; and one would come a second time for it. 

648. The boatswain served out the provisions ? — Yes, and myself too. 

649. How did you do it, turn and turn about ? — Yes, and the second time the boatswain 
was sick, and I took the whole charge of it. 

650. What were ,the complaints when they were brought to you, that they had not had 
not had it, or that they had not had the quantity ?— They said that they had not had the 
quantity that they ought to have of bread, or tea, and, at the same time, I knew that they 
had had it. 

651. What is your check ?-r-I had no check against them ; I have lost all my papers. 

652. When you serve out provisions, and people come to you, and say, I want so and 
80, what check have you ? — I have tlie list that the mate maae out, who told me what to 
give them, and what their allowance was, and I gave it them. 

653. Who gives you the account of the allowances ? — The mate. The mate gave me the 
proper list, and then after I had done my day I would give it to the boatswain, that he 
would carry on in .the same way. 

654. Is it a printed book ? — Yes, with the details put in in ink ; what they are to have ; 
so much water, so much rice, oatmeal, and so forth. 

655. You serve it out according to that list ? — Yes ; it would not be my profit to keep 
anything from them. 

656. And you weigh it ? — The first go off it was not weighed out. 

657. Why did you not measure It ?— The weather was so severe, that I could not be 
upon deck, and attend to them as welL 

658. Did that give dissatisfaction ?•— There was no dissatisfaction when I had anything to 
dp with it. , 

659. When you did not measure it out, did thalk give dissatisfaction ? — No ; they never 
made complaints to me, except that they had not had it at all. 

660. What check had you upon them to know that they had had it ? — I had the book 
that the mate used to make out — the proper list ; there was water, and bread, and tea, and 
whatever the allowance was, and ^ list of our passengers. 

661. Were their names written down ? — Their names, and the number of their berths. 

662. And did you check them off as you gave it ? — Yes. 

663. Are you sure ? — I am certain of it. 

664. Then when you showed them their names ticked off, were they satisfied ? — Some 
would not come for it 

665. When they said they had not had it, perhaps they had not had it ; they had not 
come for it ? — They always had it when I had charge of it 

666. Did any of them say they had not had it when they had ? — I spoke to them, 
because there were plenty that used to come- tor it for the second and third time, and 
thought they woidd get it 

667. You found them ticked off as they had it ? — Yes, and they came with a double 
attack upon me, and because I spoke to them about it, there was a noise made. 

668. Then latterly it was served out by measurement? — First by measurement, and then 
by weight and scales. 

669. Did they come in messes, or individually ? — Some of them in messes, and some of 
them by themselves individually. The chief pai-t of them were in messes, especially those 
that went out for the railway. 

670. Then had you any complaints about the provisions themselves ? — No, we had no 
complaints about the provisions themselves not being good. 

671. None?— No; the provisions were as good provisions as ever need be. It was 
capital bread, and tea, and sugar, and alL 

672. There is one man saves his ba^ of oatmeal, and says that instead of getting ten 
pounds he only got ten ounces ? — When the ship got ashore, there were several who had 
a great deal thai; they did not know what tp do with. They had bread^^ and stuff that 
they could iiot,e^ in their meases. 
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673. You think they had more than they could eat i — t am sure of it There waa not WUUam More. 
one on board who had not enpugh. I am certain of that There were some of them ^-.^^ 
always grumbling, and growling ; it is their nature. 2d Nov. 1853. 

674. The account says here *'that one of the parties w^o left tl^eship at Liverpool, 

bad, untouched, and unbroken, the ten days' allowance of oatmeal served out to him on 

board the ^* Annie Jane," and the weight was one pound four ounces, so that had it not been 
for their private stores the unfortunate emigrants might have been ,starve(J.*^ Is that at 
all a true representation \ — That is false, I can assure you, whoever it is. 

675. What would be the ten days' allowance of oatmeal ? — I cannot say, I am sure; I 
give it out according to the weeL 

Mr. Murdoch : It should be five pounds a week. 

Captain Beecliey : Then, for ten days it would, be about seven pounds and a half 

676 — 7. Was the provision good that you saw ? — Yes; very good. . 

678. What spare sails had the ** Annie Jane ? ''-^She had two seta except her royals ; 
she had studding sails. 

679. Two complete sets ? — ^Yes. 

680. You set sail again on the 9th of September, and you had .been out two or three 
days when you lost the masts and yards again. Just describe how that was, will you ? — 
We got about 200 or 300 miles clear of the land, and when we had a half gale of winds 
with single reefed topsails, it came on to blow harder, and we double-reefed them, and 
kept them so, the ship labouring heavy with the severeness of the weather, and a heavy 
sea on ; carried away her fore-top-gallant, and fore-topmasts, and jib-boom, at the *same 
time, and we had to cut the lashings of the jib-boom to let her go clear. 

681. You lost the jib-boom and end of the bowsprit? — Yes; and the cap. 

682. What made the jib-boom go ? — The martingales gave way, and then the sails tore 
away the jib-boom. 

683. It was the rigging that gave way ; how came the topmast to go ? — It was the 
rolling and the weather ; she made one lurch to starboard, and it gave veay. 

684. What tack were you on ? — The port tack. 

685. It made a lurch f — Yes. 

686. Then the foremast went ? — Yes ; the foremast went at the same time. 

687. Were you trying to take the sails in at all ? — Yes. 

688. What were you going to take in ? — It all went at once. 

689. You had no time to take anything in ? — No. 

690. What sort of sailors are the Canadians in a gale of wind ? — Not good at all ; nor 
in anything else. 

691. Did they go aloft to take the sails in ? — Yes, by a deal of driving ; you must shove 
them aloft first, before they go. 

692. Did they understand you? — Oh, yes; some of them. They were independent as 
they were going out. There were one or two good ones amongst them. 

693. You had seventeen, had you not^ — I do not know exactly the number of them ; 
but there was a many of them. 

694. You lost the masts as you described ; what took place then ? — Then we got a yard 
up ; a jury yard ; it was a rough spar that we had, and we bent the sail to it. 

695. Was there a heavy sea at that time ? — Yes. 

696. And the ship rolling ? — Yes ; rolling very heavy. 

697. Did the passengers ask to go back ? — Yes ; they asked to go back then. 

698. At that time ? — No ; not at the present time ; I think it was next morning they 
asked to come back again. When they saw that the captain was going to Quebec, and 
seeing the state that she was in, they petitioned the captain to go back again. 

699. What did the captain say ?-^He said he would. 

700. Did he? — He turned back then, and then he changed his mind afterwards. 

701. Did he think he was able to proceed? — If there was nothing more went, he thought 
we should be able to go on, if the maintop mast had not gone afterwards. We turned 
back, and then he and Captain Rose had some talk together; it was'not in my presence; 
but, as far as I can learn, he took Captain Rose's advice and proceeded on. 

702. Were there some high words ? — Yes. 

703. And you proceeded on to Quebec ? — Yes. 

704. He turned the ship round, and put the ship westward? — ^Yes. 

705. After those high words ? — Yes. 

706. What were they talking about ? — I do not know. 

707. Did Captain Rose want to go back ? — Captain Rose wanted to proceed. 

708. Did the passengers want to go back ? What were the high words between the 
detain and Captain Rose about ? — i cannot say what the high words were between the 
two of them. The captain and the passengers had some high words, and he said he 
intended to go on. 

709. Were you present ?— * Yes ; it was my watch on deck at the time. 

710. Were you present when the passengers presented the petition to the captain? — Yes. 

711. What did he do to it? — The first time? 

. 712. Did you see what took place ? — He turned for two^ days the first time ; he turned 
for Liverpool the first time after two days ; I am not certain exactly^-^l may be wrong in 
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WiUiam More, some things, I am not wrong in much, — until he had some conversation with Captain 

— — Rose, and then he turned back again. 

2d Nov. 1853. . 713^ ^^j Captain Rose, you think, persuaded him to go on? — Yes, I think so; he 

would have come back to Liverpool again if it had not been for Captain Rose, and Captam 

Rose was told of it the very night she went ashore, both by the mate and second mate ; 
he was told two hours before she got ashore, or less than that. There was the captain, and 
the mate, and Captain Rose, nothing but jawing one another; and the mate said, ^< Any- 
thing that happens to the ship, you are to blame for it.'' 

714. Then it says here (referring to a document^) " In the place of the captain reading 
the petition, he pitched it overboard." Did you see that done ? — Yes, I saw it done. 

715. Did the captain pitch it overboard ? — Yes ; over the larboard quarter. 

716. Did he say that he had put back on a former occasion to please them, and that he 
would now have his satisfaction out of them the second time ? — He did not say anything 
about satisfaction; I only heard a few words. He said he would proceed on. 

7 1 7. Just tell me the words ; you are bound to tell me, or I shall have to put you on your 
oath. I want to get out exactly the words the captain did say? — I cannot say exactly 
what the words are. He said something about Quebec or the bottom ; he was determined 
to go on, that was it ; and anybody who said anything to him, he would blow their brains 
out; and they might take the charge of the ship themselves, and do what they liked with 
her. He would blow their brains out if they offered to make any disturbance, as they 
were going on. They came down into the cabin to him. I forget his name now ; a poop 
passenger came down 10 the cabin to him, and the captain told him to go on deck again. 

718. They were very troublesome ? — Yes. 

719. Did they say ** they would forfeit all their passage money if he would go back ?** — 
Yes ; I heard that repeatedly. They said that the first time. 

720. Was the ship, in your opinion, at that time capable of going that voyage? — We 
lost the maintopsail, and we set another one ; we lost the maintopsail at the time we lost the 
maintoptmast. 

721. That is the first time, before you turned back? — The first time, 

722. You went to sea again with one topsail ? — No ; we got another one here. 

723. You took two out, did you ? — One was bent and one was below. 

724. You had a maintopsail bent ? — Yes. 

725. Now, I ask you, whether you think it safe that the ship should go out with that sail, 
and make that voyage to America? — No. 

726. If you were upon lee shore, could you get off with that sail? — No. I was talking 
to the mate the night before, and we were talking about how it would be that we lost the 
whole of the masts. 

727. {Captain Beechey.) I am not talking about that time. Had you a cross-jack in that 
ship ? — Yes, and we lost that too. 

[The account from the North British Mail, of the 1 1th of October, spoken to as mainly 
correct, in the evidence of the last witness, was here read over to the witness under exami- 
nation, who said that it was correct, with the exception of the statement as to the assistance 
given by the islanders. They gave no assistance ii» fixing the remains of the mizenmast so 
as to form a bridge between the poop of the vessel and the shallow water ; they were afraid 
to come into the water. The statement was correct as regarded seven men being saved on 
the topgallant forecastle.] 

728. Do you know the manner in which the chain cables were secured ? — Clinched. 

729. On deck? — Yes; on the house, lashed to the ringbolts. 

730. Why did not you pay them down into the lockers ? — There were none. 

731. How did you keep the chain cables at sea fi'om knocking about? — By lashing them 
to the ringbolts, and in a gale of wind there was one of the chain cables gave way — the 
lashing gave way ; there were three strong lashings of three and a half inch rope. The 
cable went through the bulwarks and went overboard, and broke a man's leg, and he never 
stuTed out of his berth, and was drowned. The chain had broken the ancle of one of his 
legs, and he could not be moved. He was one of the cook's hands. 

732. Did it appear to you to be a proper thing to keep those cables in that way at sea ? — No. 

733. Suppose you had wanted to pull up that night, instead of going into the bay, would 
that have held ? — Yes. 

734. Do you think the ringbolt would do ? — Yes, if it was turned round the windlass. 

735. When you expected you wanted it you clinched it? — Yes; clinched it round the 
foremast. 

736. How was your long-boat secured? — Secured at the top of the house. She pulled 
the ringbolts out of the house with the rolling of the ship, but she was replaced again,' as 
good as ever, and was just the same as when she left Liverpool. 

737. Was that house strong of itself? — It was as good as could be built; a very strong 
house, or else the chain cables would have had the house clear away. 

738. You had some other boats ? — Yes ; three on the poop and one long-boat at the 
starboard side. She was taken away, with davits and all. 

739. Had you any davits on the other side ? — No. 

740. In the stern-boat? — No. 

741. How would you get those boats out on the poop when you wanted them ? — They 
would easily capsize over. ' 
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742. What uckle had vou ?— Luff tackle. WUHam Moore, 

743. Did the ship leak when she laboured, the second time yoo were out? — Yes, she — 
started one of the planks ouiUde, but it was discovered and covered up. 8d Not. 1853. 

744. Whereabouts was that plank — above the water line ? — It was about square with the — ^— — 
fore channeli^; there was only a sea could get in : it would not do much harm. 

745. How large was it ? — About that kirge {tUaicritnng ayaal), 

746. Was tliat about tl:e cathead ? — Between the chainiels and the cathead. 

747. There roust have been a heavy strain there ? — Yes, very heavy. 

748. You think that ship strained more than any you have been in liefore ? — Ye?. 

749. Were you ever in a ship laden with iron before ? — Yes, but not so much as the 
** Annie Jane" had. 

750. Was everj-ihinjr done on the part of the captain and officers to save the passenf^ers 
on the night when you were wrecked ? — Yes. 

751. How did the captain behave?— I think the captain behaved very well indeed in 
tlie way he took her in. He stood on the poop and gave orders, and 1 attended to the 
wheel, and he told me to port or starboard till she struck. I stopped there till she struck, 
and then the captain went down below for something. 

752. Did you see the mate, Mr. Bell ? — ^Yes; Mr. Bell was on deck at the time along 
with me. 

753. What became of Mr. Bell ?— 1 do not know ; the last I saw of him was down in 
the pantry ; he had a bottle in his hand, and I asked him what he intended to do. He 
«aid he had no hopes. What he was drinking I cannot say, whether it was grog or wliat 
it waH. 

754. You did not see him after that ? — Yes, I saw him after that in his state room, in 
bis berth. I was there myself for awhile ; after that I stopped on deck till I was exhausted ; 
I was nearly perished with cold; I went below for a while, and I was sent en deck to see 
if I could get the anchor clear away. I made four or five attempts to get to the poop, but 
I was obliged to hang on to the companion with both hands. She was broadside on, and 
the seas coming clean over her. We had lost the foremast at tliat time. I was washed 
down three or four times against the mizen rigging and against the sails; I was 
perished, and wanted to go below, but he wotdd not let me. 

755. Who ? — The captain. At least, the carpenter wanted to go down first, and the 
captain was vexed, and told him to ^^go to helL" 

756. How did the Canadians behave at that time? — Some stole away; I cannot tell 
where the half of them were. There was fine work to get them to do any tlung. 

757. How many life-buoys had you? — Two. 

758. Were they made u«k; of? — Yes, I saw two men with them. 

759. What were they ? — Two Scotch labourers. 

760. Passengers? — Yes. 

761. Were they saved? — No, they were drowned. I saw them on the beach ^itli the 
life-buoys the next morning. Life-buoys were no use there ; the si*a was so high, and the 
surf, tc^ether with the wind right in. 

762. Do you know a man of the name of Boss on board that ship, a cabhiet-makcr ? — 
I may know him, but I cannot bring to mind the name exactly ; there were so many of 
them. I have an idea who it is, but I am not qiute certain. 

763. How did the inhabitants treat you upon the island ? — Very indifferently indeed. 

764. Where were you ? — At Mr. Mc Lellan's house. 

765. They treated you very indifferently ? — Very indifferently indeed. First go off, we 
got a drink of milk or so when we asked for it ; but the longer we stopped there, the worse 
we were treated. 

766. Did they give you anything to refresh you the first time you landed? — No; only 
a drink of milk. 1 stood before a turf fire and dried the few clothes on inc as well as I 
could ; we were nearly smoked out 

767. This statement (of Angus Mathieson) says : — ^^ Tliat, in the declarant's opinion, 
and in the opinion of the otlier passengers with whom he talked upon the subject, it would 
have been quite practicable for the captain to have put about the slip, and made the main 
land, or west coast of Scotland, provider! he had done so in time, and after receiving the 
petition from the passengers." At that time could the captain have done anything of that 
kind ? — Yes ; he could have done it, but he thought he could weather Barra. He had 
always hopes of weatliering Barra Lights ; and if he could weather Barra, he would have 
twenty miles more drift, and he could have bore up the other way. 

768. How was the wind? — S-JUth-west. 

769. Do you know any thing about the observations, and whether there had been any 
observations for latitude ? — No. 

770. You would not be in the way of knowing that, perhaps? — I am not certain whether 
there was, or not. 

''71. And the reason, you think, why the captain did not bear up the other way, was 
^se he made sure he should'weaiher Barra?— Yes. 

?• Do you know anything about the chief mate bt in«; consuhed by tlie pass(»n«rers as 
J return of the ship? — There was a deal of insolence from some of them ; 1 cannot call 
, ames of the par** ' ' ^ now. 
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ffUKam Moori. 773. Do you know whether the mate said at all : — *' From the state the ship is in, ^e 

-awsi. will never arrh^e at Quebec, and if her main-mast goes, she is not worth a penny. If I bad 

2d Nov;' 185^ had the command of the ship, she would not have lost her masts." Did yon ever hear him 

' ■ ■ ' ^ ' say ttmt? — No; I n'ev^r heard him say any such thing, but I have heard Captain Rose 

say it 

774. You think Captain Kose said that? — Yes; I am certain; he first told me that 
himself. 

775. You do not think it was the mate ?-^No, not in my presence ; I do not think he 
ever did Bay Bo^. " 

776» You thmk jrou heard Captain Rose say that, *' she would never arrive at Queb^^ 
and if her mainmast went, she would not be worth a penny ?' — No ; " that she would not 
have it>6t her masts, if he had had charge of her." 

777. Was Captain Rose for going on ? — Yes ; strongly. He was anxious to get there as 
aship<oWner. ' ' , 

778. Did you hear any complaints about the compasses being out?— ^No 5 nocomphdnts 
whatever about the compasses to my kno^i'ledge. 

779. You have seen what has been said iti the papers ; have you any remark to make? 
— ^No ; I can only say that I have lost all my clothes. 

780. (Captain Beechey.) I suppose all the people have done that? — Yes; chests and all. 

781. But I mean with reject -to' what 'has. been stated in the papers; the remarks that 
have been made for and against P-^-^AVell, they behaved very well to us from the time we 
left Barra till the time we got to Liverpool. The inhabitants gave us plenty to eau 
After we left there, they did the utmost in their power to help us on our journey. 

782. Did they find you a vessel ? — Yes. 

783. And you came here? — Ye^; they took us to the poor-house in Glasgow, arid they 
would not let us in; We had to go on board the m:eamer again. 



Charles Brown. Charles Brown, Seaman in the " Annie Jane," examined. 

784. What countryman ai^e you ?— American. 

785c Where were you the time the ship lost her masui ? — I was not on board the* first 
time, only the second time. 

786. Where were you the second time?— The second time we lost our masts was on 
Sunday, about four o*clock. 

787. Where were you ? — Standing alongside the poop. 
78a Was it blowing hard?— Pretty fresh. \ 

789. Any sea on?— Pretty heavy sea on. • 

790. Bow was tl>e wind?-:— I cannot. tell exactly. 

791. Were you close hauled? — We were close on the wind. 
' 792:*^ You ate quite sure of that ?-^Yes. 

793. What made thejnasts^o.?— The fore-topraast went, dnd took thei foremast head 
with it. ' , * * * ; 

794. Was the? slflp rolfing at the time ?-^Yes ; pretty heavy. . . ^ 

795. Did you hear any thing between the passengers and the captain ? — No; I did not.' 
796.* Did you hrear any quarrel between the passengers and the captain ?- — The only 

thing I have heard was in the afternoon. About four o'clock there was a disturbance with 
the passengers about a handkerchief, and the captain came down and told them to *^ hush 
up." They still made a noise, and he said, ** Damn it, if you don't leave me alone, you 
will have to find your own way." 

797. What were they talking to hirp ahoiit ?— I do not know. 

798; Did he threaten to shoot anybody ?—r do not know; I did not hear anything of it- 
799. Where wer^ you when th^ chain cable fetched away ?— 1 was on the larboard side, 
and th^ starboard cable gave way, and at the same tinie broke one of the Canadiap's legs, 
and we got him out into the poop, and the doctor set his leg. 
' 800. How long have you been at sea? — About 12 years. 

801. Did you ever see a ship carry Tier cables upon deck before ? — No; that is the first 
ship I ever saw do so. 

802. Were the Canadians messed with you ?— No ; they lived on the other side of the 
forecastle altogether. ^ 

803. Could you understand them ? — I could understand a few words sometimes, and 
that was all. 

804*' Could lAiey ' uiideTstand you?— They never said any wrong to me. They said, 
" bad weather," or something like that. . . 

,805, Did tliey: wwterstand. tUe ;<>r^er«i when given to them?-^Yes; T believe tl^ey 
understood very welL There were some of them that understood English, but they did 
not w^nt liit was apy thing to do^ they.woidd stand and Ipok round* and would neither 
go one way or the other; so of course the command was^iven by the officers, if there was 
anything to do, that we should do it. . ^ 

806. If you had had a better crew, could you have taken in the sail? — Yes, I dare Jay 
we could have taken in that maintopsail before the mast went away. 

807. That maintopsail going was the cause of the mast going, was it not ?— Yes. 
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808. What part of the ship were you in whe^yoi^ saw BfrraP^-^-I was atauduig cm(^ the Ctarbi Br^99n. 
poop, between the mizen and main, rigging. , v . . — — 

809. What took place ? — It looked very bad when I looked at it. We;saw the idand Ijy 2d Nov. 185S. 
day, but we did not see the light before it came on dark. — 

810. The first lai;id you saw was the islancT of St. Kilda, was it not ? — Yes ; the first island 

that we saw was some little rocks. ' '■^'" -'" * r. - 

81 1. St. Kilda ? — Yes, and the nekt day we made Barra ; • it woolddkt a<»xi|ew^re:td the "*- ^ 

northward of Bairra island .! ' i . - 

812. Did yoa see Mr« Bell at.that tinie? — After: we rail in ; I belieVc^ it va» 12 o^ctock 
the last time I looked at the timepiece. There were ei^ht of us aft at the wheel; two. at the 
wheel, and three on each side; we had very little* saii< . . ot : : > . ... 

813. 1 suppose she Was. a long time wearing-?-^ Yes. ♦ .: j 

814 Did. the captain do alLhe ' could 1^-^ Yes, he i^as-.on deck the same time that 
she struck. 

815. Did he do everything he could to save the ship?— Yea, he. did everything he 
could' to save the ship. • - v a 

816. When you landed, did the natives 'treat you kindly ?^— ^Well, they wauld have treats 
us very kindly, only I do not know whethei^ they had teything togiw^U8. The first they gave 
us was well enough, but the next day they would not give us anything^ and we had to go 
down ta the beach and pick up our own salt meat and cook it; and we came across a cask 
of oatmeal, and we took the heart of it out and made iomesohp; r . £. 

817. Then they did not treat you very well ? — No ; the people on the island treated us very 
well; the governor of the island told us whea.y?e.vvi^nt op shore first, to go down to the 
other house and we should have plenty of potatoes and herrings. They gave us about a 
pint of milk the first time we came on shore, and then we had sopie potatoes, and then two 
days afterwards we got potatoes once more. ' • - - . 

818. WerethepsaBsengersacorttentedyprderly setofpeppie?: — Idonotknow^ Someofthem , • . 
came to me sometimes, and said they had had nothing to eat; tliey felt pretty hungry. 

81d. I mean on board the vessel? — I never had mud) eonver.sulioh i^ith'them. . >• 

820. Did you hear any complaint? about the provisions riot being served out?-^No; nothing 
of the kind. - . - : ' 

821. Were you present when thejprovisions were served out? — I am quite-sure that Isaw the 
boatswain go at seven o'clock, ana it would be soraethries tilPeighi o'clock at night that he 
was serving out provisions. :- .• 

822. You think that the boatswairi was attenttve in serving oilt provisions ?-^ Yes. 

823. Do you think that any went without ?— No ; thei^ wa& always some of our inen 
with him to help out the provisions. -••».. 

824. Did he give them out according to th6 list ?— I do liot know. • 
826. Have you been there?— Yejs, I have been there once, and Ire gave them their full 

allowance, and measured it out to them. ' Therfe were scales attd ^erything. 

826. Were the provisions good? — YeB> there was very ffood bread, and sugar, and ftce. 

827. Ally oatmeal?— And oatmeal."^ ■ ■ , '• ■ - T 



Charles Lee, Apprentice on board the *^^Anni.e Jane,'* extouned' Chark Lee, 



828. Is this your first voyage ?— Yes. f -^ > 

829. How came you to be saved? — I saved myself; I vme in the sky-light. * 

830. Were you attending on the master ? — No. ' ' - ' 

831. What was your duty? — To clean the lamps.' : -: 

832. In the cabin ? — In the aft-deck'next the cabin. ' • 

833. Were you a good deal amongst the passenger's? — Yes-yl went'down every night 
and morning to fetch the lamps and see that they were right.* 

834. Did you hear any grumbling ? — No. ': . '• 

835. Were you present when the boatswain was serving put the provisions ? — Yes. 

836. Always ? — No, not always. Each lad took it in turns. . ■ ' , ' ' 

837. What turn was yours ? — There is another one outside here who Used to serve out 
the provisions while I wa^ cleaning out the lamps. . * ; 

838. You stayed there part of the time ? — Yes. ' ' 

839^ How did he serve them out ? — He served them out one by one ; he weighed them 
out . . 

840. Did he weigh them but in scales? — He had — ^Ido not know what you call it. 

841. Spring scales ? — Yes. 

842. Did you hear anybody complain? — No, not at that time. I heard thetn abo^t 
the water. 

843. What did they say about the water ? — They went ttp to the captain, and told him 
about the water, and the captain said the boatswain could not serve out provisions and 
water in one day. Spmetimes they would not be up to get the water of him. - -t 

844. They would not come for it ? — No, they would not doiAe for it. We had hard 
work to get them out of their berths in fine weather; we burnt taf and sulphur to maKe 
them come out. 

845. Were you sent to do that ? — No, the sailors ahd all were setit to do it., 
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Ckarlci Lee. 
2d Nov. 1853. 



Mathew Irwin. 



846. How did they treat you when you landed at Barra? — They treated us very bad. 

847. Did you liear the captain say on deck that he would shoot anybody ? — No, I was 
on deck at that time. 



Mathkw Irwin, another Apprentice on board the "Annie Jane," examined. 

848. Was this the first voyage you were at sea ? — Yes. 

849. Did you take it in turns witli the other boy to assist the boatswain in serving out 
the provisions ? — ^Yes ; us two lived with the boatswain, and he used to take the otlier boy 
one day and me tlie other. 

850. You had to serve them out? — We weiu^hed them and measured the water. 

851. Did the passengers grumble much ? — No; I never heard them grumble. 

852. Did the boatswain stay aJl day long serving out provisions ? — Yes ; till he was done 
with the provisions. 

853. Did you wait upon the captain ? — No. 

854. Where were you when the ship was lost? — I was in the mate's bertli. I stayed 
there all the time, when the second mate pulled me up to the skylight. 

855. What became of you then ? — I remained on the deck then. 

856. On the poop ? — Yes. 

857. Where were the passengers at that time ? — There were some of iheni in the cabin, 
and some of them were standing right aft holding on by the wheel. 



Thonuu Mason. 
3d Nov. 1853. 



Third Day.— Thursday, Sd November 1853. 
Thomas Mason, Carpenter on board the " Annie Jane," examined. 

858. Do you remember your losing your masts when you first went to sea ? — Yes. 

859. Were you on the deck when any conversation look place between the passengers 
and tlie captain I — I am sure I do not know whether I was on deck at the time, but I 
believe they did go to liim. 

860. Do you recollect anything that passed ? — I cannot say that I do. 

861. Are you sure ? — Yes. 

862. How long have you been at sea? — This was my first voyage in a sailing vessel. 

863. You have been in steamers ? — I was one voyage in a screw steamer. 

864. A lorti«j:n voyage ? — She went to Rotterdam, that is all. 

8fi5. When you got into the gale of wind the second time, off St. Kilda, did slie labour 
much ? — The ship rolled a little. 

866. I Ud she open her seams ? — I did not see that she opened her seams nmch. 

867. Did she leak ? — She made a deal of water. 

868. Did you sound her well ? — Yes ; I used to sound her sometimes twice a day. 

869. What did she make ? — Four feet ; sometimes more, and sometimes less. She had as 
liigh as four feet ; at one time the pumps never ceased, they were going night and day. 

870. How long was that ? — I am sure I cannot tell the day of the month it was. 

871. This was the second timet— Yes. 

872. When did you begin to pump ? — I do not know the day of the month. 

873. Do you know the day of tlie week ? — We always tried the pumps, whether there 
was anything in her, or not. 

874. What suck had she? — Seventeen inches. 

875. When you came to the pumps again the usual time, what was there in her? — 
Sometimes two feet, sometimes more. 

876. And you pumped her till she sucked ? — Yes. 

877. When did you begin to pump night and day — slie sailed on the 9th ? — Yes. 

878. What day did you lose the masts ? — Three or lour days after we left LiverpooL 

879. Did the passengers help you ? — Yis. 

880. Had you any regular machine for pimiping her out ? — Yes ; there were the patent 
pumps that pumped by handles ; they were all right enough. 

881. ^ulKcieiit, were they? — Yes, 

882. Kept the water down ? — Yes. 

883. At about uhut height did they keep the water? — They sucked her several times; 
somethnes they were pumping a great length of time before they could suck her. 

884. Do you recollect a plank starting in the bow of the ship ? — 1 do not know whether 
it started, but it made a deal of water. 

885. VVas the plank out? — Yes; I nailed some boards on, but some of them broke off, 
and 1 had to nail some boards and canvass over it to prevent the water coming in. 

886. Whereabouts was that ? — On the starboard bow before the fore chains, between 
that and the cathead. 

887. What did that ? — I believe it would be the fall of the masts, and the chafing of a 
spar, or topmast, or something that fell upon the side. There was a spar upon the side, 
and we could not cut it away — we could not find where it was fast to; it was entangled 
with the ropes, and we did not know which to cut to clear it. 
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88d« Was it the spar that forced the plank in ? — I cannot tell. There was a heavy sea, nomas Masom. 
and squalls. — — 

889. Was the plank forced in or out ?— Out, I believe. M Nov; laSS. 

890. But it could not be forced out by a spar on the outside ? — I am sure I cannot telL — — — 

891. Why, are you not a carpenter ? — Yes. 

892. But if it was forced out that way, the jib-boom could not have forced the timber 
out ; it might force it in ? — Yes. 

893. Well, 1 want to know did it start outside or in ? — It was a yard that did it; the 
yard did not fall outside but inside. 

894. You nailed the canvas over it ? — Yes. 

895. You nailed the planks over it ? — Yes. 

898., Was the plank forced in or out ?— It was out altogether. 

897. Was it knocked into the ship, or was it a plank that had started out? — A plank 
that had started out. 

898. How many feet square were there out ; as big as this chart ? — Yes, I dare say it 
would be, what I nailed over. 

899. This is three feet by two ; it would be as big as that, would it ? — Yes, I dare say it 
would. 

900. How far above the water was that? — It was on the top. 

901. Do you mean above the main-deck or upper-deck? — It was right forward. It would 
be above the main-deck. 

902. But no water would come in tliere? — ^Yes, a gi-eat quantity came in. 

903. How could it get down ? — Right between the timbers. 

904. Was tlie damage below the main deck or above it ? — I cannot tell. There was a 
spar over the side, and after that she made the most water. 

905. And you cannot tell whether that wan below the main-deck ? — It was below more 
water than she was drawing. 

906. That is what I want to know. Tlien it was below the water-line. Then you slunsr 
over the side and put those planks on?— Yes; me and the mate were together — me and 
the carpenter's mate. 

907. Which tack wixs the ship on ? — Running before tlie wind. 

908. Was that the time that you saw St. Kilda?^-No, when we were going out, 
809. Running to the westward ? — Yes ; it was a fair wind then. 

910. Did she make any water after you repaired her? — Yes; a great quantity. 

91 1. Did you keep the pumps going after that ? — Yes ; we kept them going; there was 
always a watch kept night and day after it liad been a dead calm. 

912. Did you ever let her stand three or four hours ? — No; we never let lier stand three 
or four hours ; sometimes we used to try the pumps six times in a watch. 

913. Did she make much water before you lost your masts ? — No, not much ; she was as 
tight as a cup. 

914. Where were your chain-cable lockers in that ship? — We had none, the chain- 
cables lay on deck. 

915. But I ask where the lockers were i — There were none. 

916. Are you sure of that ? — Yes. 

917. Was there none down by the main mast? — No, I never saw any ; part of the ship's 
cargo was in when I came to join the ship at Liverpool, 

918. Was there any chain roller at Liverpool? — No, I do not think there was. 

919. How were your chains secured? — Ihey had thqm lashed. 

920. To wliat? — Laslied to the bit-heads that used to stand up; some were lashed 
round the masts, and some to the windlass. 

921. Had you stopper-bolts in that ship— chain stopper-bolts? — I do not know. 

922. What did you secure the cable to when you rode by it at anchor ? — Turned round 
the windlass. 

923. Abaft that, what was done ? — There was nothing done abaft that ; if you can only 
take a turn round the windlass end with the bight of it, that would hold the ship. 

924. Were there any ringbolts abaft the windlass ? — Yes. 

925. Those are what you call stopper-bolts, and tliey were put along to lash the cable ^ 
to ? — Yes, the end of the cable. 

926. \Vhere was that clinched ?— It would be clinched underneath the bolt. 

927. Where was the chain-cable clinched? — The end of it was shackled to the 
eye-bolt 

928. Where was timt bolt ? — Against the foremast, and another one against the main 
hatch. 

929. How far from tlie windlass ? — Ten feet abaft the windlass, but they generally make 
them fast to the one against the main hatch. 

930. I suppose they generally make it fast below where the cable is going to be lot 
down ?— Sometimes. 

931. Did you ever see it any other way ? — I have seen it made fast round the mast. 

932. Then you did not pay the cable down ? — No. 

932. You took the cable on deck and kept it there ? — ^Yes. 
984. I suppose vou took the end round the mast in this ship, did not you ? — Yes. 
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Thomcu MfW^ . 93^. Kd yo.u ruJ any Vi^U^fo.r the lou^ boat;^f^er die drew tbem? — Ye^; I put fresh 

■ _ ' bolts; much stouter tolts. ' "' " - . ^ k- 

SdlfoY. \^9^ 936. How were those bolts first, of all secured, when she drew them? — Secured into the 

^ . .. bottom^ on the top of the hpuse. ;. , / * 

93/!' What sort of bottom ?—^It is the cook-house, and she stood on deck. 

938. How.wa^ that secured ^tog^ther, do you know? — Stanchions that were piit up 
the deck beams. " * t« .. - 

939. Did .you see ho^y it was done? — No; I did not see them, fcut I have seen many 
that have been done. 

940. Was it fast to the cant on deck — was there a cq,nt there ?— yes. ' 

941. Were the bolts fastened to the cant, on to the beam? — To the beam. 

942. Do you know it?— Ye?. , 

943.. Did you see it? — Well, I did not see it; I am only saying what I have seen in 

other ships. • ; 

. 944. Where were ygu when the ship run ashore, in what part of the ship ? — I was upon 
the poop ; all hands were called upon the poop. 

945. What to do ? — We saw we ,were going on the rock, ai\d we were all of us sent there 
to do what the master ordered'us. 

946. Did you go below at all at that time? — I ran into the cabin after she had struck 
the first blow ; I ran there for refuge like many more, I ran there tp get clear of the sea. 
At the time we went there the bulk -head was drove in, and the cabin was full of water. 

947. When the poop was cut in two ? — Before the poop was cut in two. 

948. Just tell lis what happened when you wer^ on the poop; the master put the helm 
up? — Yes. • ' 

949. What took placed — We steered into this place, v^e^aw we were ^oing on the 
rocks, and we put the helm up to put ii>to tliis bay. I do not know that anything more 
occurred while we were oil tlie' rocks, but there were many difewni6d. 

950. I suppose a good deal happened before you got on the shore '; the ship broke in 
two r— No. 

951. The masts felH— Some of them. 

952. Did you hear any complaints from tlie passengers against the master? — I heard 
them say they wanted to turn Bnckagain, that was all. ' 

953. Was tliat the first time or the second ? — The secohd time. 

954. What did they say ? — ^fhey asked him if he would tuni back again, and he did so, 
and the wind turned fevourable again, and he put the ship round to Quebec. If the wind 
had h^ld in that way we ooqld haVe^put some spars up, and got on. 

955^ What did the passengers say when you put her head to the westward ? — ^TTiey said 
they w6uld take charge. 

956. Tell me all, or I must jf>ut you on your oath. — Tfcat is tfie truth. 

957. I want to get all the ti*uth ? when you put her head to the westward, what did 
they say ? — They said they would take charge, and he said he would give the first man a 
ballet thai; oflered to t»ke chargfe. ' He said he should do as he liked when they asked him 
what be was going to do. That was all. I cannot tell you anything more about it. 

958. Did you hear any coiiVeifsation betweerf Captain Rose 'and Captain -Mason ? — I 
cannot tell you ; I never was in the cabin with them. ' - ' 

'^ • ©59. Did the captain seem to you to be attentive to the pa^serigers, to what they said 
to him; did he listen to them or.did*he treat them roughly ^-^Yes, he was attentive to 
them, all that I siW him do. • 

960. What spare spars had you in that ship?— I can hardly tell you what sort of spars 
we had. 

961. You are carpenter? — Yes. 

962. Is it not your duty to know what spare spars are in the ship. I ask you a question 
that concerns your duty ? — We had a spare topmast, a spare mainyard and a spare fore- 
yard ; it would have done for a foreyard or mainyard. 

969l A loweryarrdf— Yes J' we had several* rough spars, that would have made topmasts, 
gallant-masts, rbyal, or such as that. 

964 When you sailed the second time had you tliose spars on board ? — Yes. 

\)6&, When the foreyard was carried away did you get up b spare loweryard ?— Yes, we 
got up one of the rough spara 
^ 966. What was that rough spar? — It was a topmast, only it would have made a yard 
either, it was plenty large epougl^. . . j 

967. Did you get up that for a foreyard ? — Yes. . . 

968. What did you bend tQ it ? — A main^top-gallant sail fi>r a foresail 

969. Had you a spare jibboom ? — Yes, we got a spar out for a jibboom too. 

970. Where was the bowsprit, brojceu off*? — The jibboom was ^one, and the cap of the 
bowsprit. 

971. Wliere was the bowsprit broken off? — The bowsprit was not broken, only the head. 

972. When you got a jibboom out ?— Yes. 

979. Did you.h^r any complaint about the pix)visions ? — No. 

974. Or anything at all about the serving out of tl^e provisions ? — No: I sometimes 
served them out myself, audi never heard any complaints made about anvtbing. 

975. When did you serve thf m out, did you take turns with anybody ? — Yes; som^dmes 
the boatswain, and sometimes the sailmaker, 
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976. Did you take turn and tui^n about? — No, the boatswain did it generally— only he T%anM$ Moi&m. 
was badly, and we did it for him ; or else he generally used to do it— him and the sailmaker — 
together. M Nor. 1858. 

977. How did you give it out? — I used to rive bread and water. — — — 

978. But how, with scales and measure ?— Yes. 

979. Always ? — Yes ; what was not weighed was measured 

980. Had you any rule to go by as to bow much to give to a man ? — Yes; every man had 
his own rule on his paper, so much of this and the other ; h^ could soon complain if he did 
not get his weight of anything. 

981. Did they come themselves and take it themselves? — Yes, and stayed by while we 
measured the water, and weighed everything to them. 

982. Did they grumble ?— No. 

983. Did any of them come and say they had not had any ?— Not to me ; bat if they 
had, it would have been their own faults. 

984. What check had you to see whether they had or had not had their provision!? — 
I could not say. 

985. Could a man come to you twice for provisions ? — No ; because the boatswain had 
a book, and every man had to put it down, and the day of the month. 

986. Then that is a check. You see you put a man down when he gets his provisions, 
so that he cannot come twice ? — Yes. 

987. Then if he had not had any, you would know directly ? — Yes. 

988. Did any come to you twice, and try to get provisions twice ? — No ; I have seen 
some of them grumbling about xheir water, not getting enough of it, and every one of 
them had three quarts a piece. 

989. Was it good water ? — Yes ; very good water. 

990. Had you to send to get the people out of their berths to come for their provisions? 
— Some of them we had. 

991. Did they say they had provisions enough? — Yes ; I never heard any of them make 
any complaint. 

992. Did you ever see any provbions stowed away by the passengers ? — No ; I cannot 
say that I did. 

993. Was there any saving amongst them? — I am sure I do not know. I never 
saw any. 

994. Where did you go when you were wrecked; to what house?— ^To Mn McLellan's. 

995. Were you well treated there ? — I had many a hungry belly when I was there, and 
for sixteen days and nights, I was never in bed, and never had my clothes off. 

996. But perhaps there was not a bed to be givien?-^Ido not know. 

997. How nwmy people are there on the island; it is a small place, is it not? — The 
island is plenty big jsnough, but there ate not many houses on it. 

998. How many houses in the bay where you were wrecked ? — A little distance off 
there were a few of those small turf huts. , Tliere were some people lived in them, but 
they were qu^r people. 

999. And they were not able to do much for you ? — Not they ;- only Mr. McLellan. 

1000. They were the people that worked for ^is Mr. McLellan. He was the laird of 
the island I suppose ? — 1 do not know. . . * . 

1001. He was the principal man there ? — Yes. 

1002. When Mr. McLellan came .back, . he treated yoa kindly himself ? — I hope I 
shall never any more have such like treatment. We had to go on the beach and see if we 
could find a bit of salt beef, or anything that was washed up from the ^hip, and they ran 
away with everything we bad belonging to us. 

1003.. Your clothes ? — Yes : every tag. . • 

1004. Who were they ?— The islanders; the^people who were working at the wreck. 
. 1005. Where did they come from ? — I do not know. - : 

1006. They did not live on that island? — No; they came from a neighbouring island. 
I think there were only about, eight men on that island. 

1007. They came from an island to the north ; from Uist ?-^I do not know what they 
call tlie place. 

1008k Did you see the island of Su Kilda the day before you were wrecked ? — Is that 
where the lighthouse was lit ? 

1009. No ; the one you saw in the daytime when the weather was bright; you saw some 
rocks? — Yes. . 

1010. How far off were they ?— I cannot tell ; a long w«y off I diink. 

.1011.- Which side were they ?-«-HQn the left hand side as we were coming towards the 
place. . . : 

1012. You were standing to the southward? — We were standing for the Ught. 

1013. You had not seen the: light thea ?— ^We^saw the UghcboUse.- 

1014. Not at that time ? — No. . ." . - . . 
1.015. You saw the lighthouse in the night ? — Yes. , 

1016. And the rocks in the day ?-r— Yes. 

1017. How far off did you pass those rocks ? — Some of tliem stood abodit tfteen miles ofl^ 
but I cannot tell you exactly, how far they were off. 
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34 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN ON AN INQUIRY 

John Morgan, John Morgan, Cabin Passenger in the " Annie Jane," examined. 

3d Nov. 1853. 1018. Did you sail the first time in the ship ? — Yes. 

' — 1019. Can you tell me what took place about the time you lost her masts; wliat the 

passengers said to the captain ; and wliat they thought of the voyage? — They begged of 
liim to turn back. 

1020. When was that ? — That would be three days after we went to sea. 

1021. You sailed on the 24th of August ? — Somewliere about that. 

1022. Then you went out and lost your masts ? — Yes, our topmasts. 

1023. Did all go well up to that time? — Yes. 

1024. When you lost your masts, what then? — The passengers begge<l of the captain 
to turn back. 

1025. What passengers? — All of them except myself. 

1026. What did you say ? — I said nothing at all. I did not want to go back at that time. 

1027. Did the captain turn back ? — Yes. 

1028. Was there any complaint then with the passengers that you have heard of? — 
None at all. 

1029. Did they all' get their provisions right, as far as you know? — Yes, as far as I 
know. 

1030. Then you sailed again on the 9th of September ? — Yes. 

1031. Go on a*nd tell us what took place ? — After being at sea about forty-eight houi-s, 
she lost part of her masts again, and some of the ])as8engers, I believe^ asked the captain 
to put back, and he said he would do his best for them and himself, but they were not to 
bother him at the time, for he had no time to U^lk to them. I believe when we lost the 
masts we >^ere 00" ni>rth, and we lost all our canvass very nearly, and then we were lying 
to, I believe, for about a day and a half. 

1032. Was it blowing hard at that time? — Yes, very hard ; the sea was runnings very high. 

1033. Have you been at sea bt-foi-e? — No. 

1034. That is your first time? — That is niy first time; only a little from one place to 
the other. 

1035. The passenjLjers a^ked the captain to turn back?— Yes. 

1036. Did he? — Yes; he put back again. 

1037. Did he come back ? — We were coming back. We were steering for Londonderry, 
in Ireland, and it came on to blow a heavy gale of wind, and of course wlicn we were 
gouig from the north, I believe the wind was blowing from the north-west, and we were 
going south-west, and it drifted us in too near land, and the captain said that there was no 
way of Siiving theship, pa^^sengcrs, and crew, only to turn into this bay- 

1038. 1 mean before that^ when the passengers asked the captain to turn back, did he 
come back? — He told them that he would do his best fdr them and himself I do not 
know whether he turned back or not ; 1 cannot say. I understand but little — nothing, at 
least -about the sea. 

1039. What were the words between the captain and passengers? He said he would do 
liis best for you and himself; when was that ? — After we had lost our masts the second time; 
and he told them to go down below. 

1040. After that, did you hear anything else next day? — No, they were all pleased. 

1041. Then, another day after that, did you hear any disturbance? — No disturbance 
then. 

1042. No words? — No words. 1 believe, the third dav, some of tlie passengers went to 

1043. With him? — No, with themselves. 

1044. But was there any disturbance with the captain and psissengers, the second or 
third day, because he altered the course? — Yes, I believe there was some disturbance 
between him and some of the crew, because they would not go aloft. 

1045. I am talking of the passengers, not of the crew at all? — No, not that I am 
aware of. 

1046. Did you hear any words between him and Captain Rose?— No. 

1047. You know Captain Rose? — Yes. 

1048. Were there any words between Captain Rose and the captain about allerirtg the 
ship's course ?- — No, I did not hear it. Perhaps there was ; I cannot say. I did not hear it. 

1049. Did you hear any complaints by the passengers against the captain? — Yes, by 
some of them. 

1050. What did they sjiy ? — That he treated tliem very badly. 

1051. Did they say in what respect? — Yes, about their provisions. 

1052. What was it? — That they could not get some water. That was when the captain 
was for stopping their water, because they would not get up from their berths to come on 
deck. That was the doctor's orders. 

1053. Did he stop their provisions too? — No, nothing but water. 

1054. Were they able to come out of their berths ? — Yes. 

1055. They were very sick, I suppose? — Yes something of that sort; it was nothing 
else. There were only one or two that could not come. 

1056. You messed with the captain? — Yes. 

1057. Did the captain seem to take his observations with the sun? — Yes, every day 
regularly, when he could see the sun. 
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1058. — What did be have— an instrument of that description ? {painting to an imtrumenJt j^^ Morgan, 
an the toifc.]— Yes. — _ 

1059. Had he a chronometer ?— Yes. Sd Nor. 1855. 

1060. Did he use it ? — Yes. ■ 

1061. How did he use it? — To see the time. 

1062. Did he use it when he took his observations ? — Yes. 

1063. Took time by it?— Yes. 

1064. What use did he make of that? — Of the time ? We were going by that on the ship 
for our victuals. 

1065. But with regard to the ship's place and longitude. Do you know anything about 
navigation ? — No. 

1066. Had he a chart?— Yes. ^ • 

1067. Did you see him put the slop's place down every day? — ^Yes, I saw him putting 
what course she was running, and saw him put it down in the log-book. 

1068. Did the captain seem to be a steady man ? — Yes, a very steady man. 

1069. Did he treat the passengers kindly? — As far as I have seen. He treated me very 
kindly, at all events. 

1070. Was he a passionate man ? — Yes, rather sa 

1071. Did you hear hiui say that he would go to ** Quebec or the bottom ?" — No, I did 
not. 

107*2. Did any of the passengers tell you that he said so ? — Yes, some of the passengers — 
the men that I had under me. 

1073. What part of the ship were you in when she was wrecked ? — In the cabin. 

1074. Where were you saved — upon the poop? — Yes. 

1075. Do you know Mr. Bell ?— Yes. 

1076. Were yon near him ? — 1 was with him to three o'clock. 

1077. In the morning? — No, in the evening, when he was sharpening the axes. 

1078. What for? — I asked him, and he would not let me know. 

1079. This was at three o'clock in the afternoon ? — Yes. 

1080. Did you see him after that?— Yes, I saw him several times after that 

1081. Did you see him after the ship struck? — No, I saw him a little before the ship 
struck, stopping the passengers coming in from the steerage to the cabin, him and the 
boatswain. 

1082. What did the passengers want to come there for? — I do not know; they all came 
into the cabin. 

1083. Was this before she struck ? — Yes, before she struck. 

1084. Did they know she was going to strike? — I do not know, I think they thought 
they would all go to the bottom; they knew there was a deal of danger. 

1085. And they rushed into the cabin ? — ^Yes. 

1086. Did any deaths take place then ? — lliey were all screeching then, and in about 
two minutes after all was quiet. 

1087. What made them quiet? — The ship struck then, and at once 1 was up to my middle 
in water. 

1088. In the cabin ? — ^Yes ; and then I made my escape to the skylight. 

1089. That was on the poop ? — Yes. 

1090. Was the steerage on the lower deck? IfVitnets explained on the plan/] Was the 
skylight over the cabin table? — Yes. 

1091. Was there any skylight in the steerage? — Yes. 

1092. llien they might have got up there ?— <I suppose they could, as well as in the cabin. 

1093. But they broke in through the bulkhead ?^ — Yes. 

1094. And rushed into the cabin ?— Yes. 

1095. And then, in a short time after that, all was quiet? — Yes. 

1096. You think that they were drowned? — Yes. 

1097. After you landed, did you lose everything? — Everything; only what I stood in at 
the time. 

1098. Part of the wreck was washed ashore; was it all taken care of; did the people 
take care of it ? — Yes. 

1099. The people, or the islanders, took care of it for you ? — They would not allow 
any one to go to the wreck ; either the passengers or the crew,— only themselves. 

1100. What did they do with what they found? — They put them up in lots for sale. 

1 101. Was that the captain's orders? — Yes, and Lloyd*s agent's. 

1 102. What did you get to eat when you landed ; did any one give you anything to eat 
or drink ? — Yes ; we had some barley bread and herrings, and then we had some mutton 
the following day, and plenty of potatoes. 

1 103. Did all the people get that ? — Only the cabin passengers, the doctor, the captain, 
the mates, and the stewards. 

1104. Where did the others go ? — They were down in some cottages that they had on 
the farm. 

1105. What cottages? — Some cottages built up with stones and thatched, and a fire in 
the middle of the floor. 

1106. They gave you what they had? — ^Yes. 

1107. TreatM you well ? — As lar as I know o£ I can only speak about myself there. 

p 
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JoimMor^dM. 1108. And all the Cabin passengers were treated very well ?— Yes ; they had all the 

•:■ 1^; 71-^ ®*"°® *® ™^' i ^^ ^o* know whether they were pleased with it or not, — I cannot say, — 

9dNoT.lS5S . I was pleased. ' "^ . ^' 

1109. Did the crew seem to help the passengers when the ship struck? — No; every 
one for themselve& 

1110. The passengers knew, — they were informed beforehand of their danger?— Yes; 
the captain told Mr. Bell, 1 believe, to tell them not to go lo bed. 

1111. Had you any complaint to make in any shape ? — No, not at all. 



James Taylor. James Taylor, Second Steward in the " Annie Jane," examined. 

"""'"*"*"'"*" 1112. How long have you been at sea? — Four years. 

Iil3. What voyage have you been? — I have not been one lately ; I came here with 
Captain Rose from Canada, in the " Earl of Elgin." 

1114. Did the Canadian crew in the " Annie Jane" come over in that vessel? — The 
French Canadians came over in that ship with me. 

1115. Do you remember the masts going the first time? — Yes. 

1116. And do you remember the ship bearing up afterwards? — Yes. 

1117. Did you come round the south channel ?— Yea 

1118. Do you know what made the captain bear up ? — Yes. 

1119. What was it? — 'ITiey could not go to Quebec the way the ship was dismasted; 
and they were obliged to turn back again. 

1120. Did you hear any complaints from the passengers at that time about provi- 
sions ? — No. 

1121. Did you hear any complaints about being overcrowded? — The first time, 
there was. 

1122. What did they say ? — They said that the berths were too full, and there were two 
or three that had no berths at all, — they were taken from them. There were three, two 
sisters and a brother, without a berth at all ; they were lying on the boxes. 

1123. What did the captain say to all that ? — I do not know what the captain said ; but 
some of the passengers, Mr. Monroe, got tl.em into a beith, because the berth was taken 
from them. They had two for this berth, and some one else had taken it from them, instead 
of taking their own. It was a mistake in the berths. 

1124. Were there any complaints pbout the provisions not being served out ? — Tlie pas- 
sengers used to be very often grumbling that they could not get this and that; and alter 
they had their water, they would want some more. I used to go into the cabin for water, 
and they would be all dipping their tins into it. 

1125. What did they do with it? — Perhaps they fell down with it; and when the ship 
was rolling, it was impossible for any one to take all their water. 

1 126. What did they get it in ? — In a tin can of their own. 
] 127. Do they find these things themselves ? — Yes. 

1128. W'hat is the quantity you give them ? — It was not me that served the water. 

1129. It was the boatswain? — Yes; I cannot exactly say. 

1 130. Five or six pints? — Yes. 

1131. Did they stop the water from any of them? — No. 

1 132. What was your duty on board ? — As second cabin steward. 

113,3. Did you attend the steward? — No; the cabin. There were three French gentle- 
men; there were eight altogether. 1 was oblged to attend to them. The Frenciimen 
coulci not speak English. 1 was only the interpreter for them. 

1134. You came over with the Canadian Crew. Could iliobC Canadians speak Enirlish ? 
— No, not the half of them;, only six. One or two of them could speak a iiitle Kngiish; 
and there are two of them that are dead npw that spoke tlie best English. 

1135. Could they understand what the captain said to them ? — Yes. 

Ihi6. All of them? — No, not all of them; there were three or four that could speak 
tolerably, and one of them could not understand it all. 

1137. Could they understand the orders that were given? — No, not the half. 'ITiere 
was a great complaint against the sculors; they treated them very badly, and 1 told the cap- 
tain and the mate that 1 would not wish to see a sharper crew than they were, with their 
own countrymen. 

1 138. With their own captain, — a French captain : — Yes; and it was as smart a crew as 
you would wish to see. 

1139. But when they came to give the ordei-s in English, they could not undei-stand? 
— No. 

1140. How many was that the case with?— Seven or eight at any rate; there were 
only about four or five that could understand it properly. 

1141. Now, when you went to sea the second time you lost your masts a^ain ? — Yes. 

1 142. And the passengers went to the captain to ask him t > go back ? — Yes. 

1143. What did he say? — They gave him a petition on a bit of paper, and the captain 
tore the paper up, and he said they behaved so bad the first time, that he would not tell 
them what he was going to do. He said the first man that interfered he wouhi shoot him, 
and he sent for the pistol, but there was nothin*^ in it. Tliose are the very words,-^— I was 
onthepoop. . .♦ - 
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1144. Did he pitch the petition overboard ?-rNo ; threw it down on the deck. Joules Ttg^tor. 

1 145. What became of it ? — He. tore it up in pieces and tluew it on tlie deck. — - 

1146. Who crave him the petiiion ? — I do not know the man's name. 8d Nov. 1863. 

1147. Was his njime Ross? — 1 could not svear to the man named, but I know it was ■ 
one of the passengers. 

1148. Did the captain ^oback at that time? — No, not directly. 

1149. Soon afterwards ? — Soon afterwards. 

1150. And then did he alter his mind again ? — No: then we got a gale of wind, and we 
lay to four days, and the passengers thought that^ as sh^ was laying to, we were going on 
to Quebec 

1151. How was her head at that time ? — I eannot exactly say. 
1 15*2. East or west ? — Somewhere about wesi, I think. 
115*3. Which tack were you on ? — On the weather tack. 

1154. What do you call tiie weather tack? — The left-hand side. 

1155. Y(m were on the port tack ? — Yes. 

Ili6. Then how was the wind? — I am no judge about the wind. 

1157. Hut you have been four years at sea ? — Yrs ; but five years ago I gave it up, and 
I am a<$ much a stranger at sea as if 1 had never been to it at all. I never trouble my 
min^l about the compass, because it is not my duty. 

1158. Diflyousee Captain Kose ? — Y^s. 

11.59. What (lid Captain Kose want tiie captain to do? — Captain Rose wanted to go 
8traig))t on to Quebec. They rigijed spars on the stem of thejower mast two or three 
times, to try and do their best; hut wiien the Capiain saw that it was impossible that he 
could do it, he was obliged to run back. 

1161). Tlie ciptain put bat-k at tliat time towards Livei*pool, and he ran for twenty-four 
hours towards Liverpool, and tiien what did he do; did healt^r his mind? — Nr, not that I 
know of; I cannot say whether he did or not: I do not think he did. 1 think, when he 
turned round to go to Liverp;)ol, that he was still uoingontili this gale. 

1161. 1 iim i>pe iking before that time? — No; I do not know anything about that, 
because I was not always upon deck, I had so much to do in the cabin. 

1 162. When the p.titicm was presented, he lore it up ? — Yes. 

1 I6U. It says in this document that ^Mialffin hour aUerwards, he came on to the poop 
amongst the passengers, and told them to keep their miud^t easy, as he would put into tiie 
first port 7* — Yes, he said he would run to the nearest |)ort he cou'd do. 

1164. Then, *^ shortly afterwards they were told that the ship was put about, and 
steering in a Course lor Liver|)ool ; but in about twenty-fpur hours after this, from the 
sailor*s statements, they learned that the ship was again on her course to Quebec?" — That 
I c »uld not say anything about 

1165. ^^Hearint^ this, they went to Captain Mason, and spoke to him of the propriety 
of returning to Liverppol ?" — 1 know they came on tiie poop, and told him about it. 

1166. Afier he tore the petiiion ; that is, the next day? — Yes. 

1 167. When he said, " Do you know how to mmige the ship better than I do ? You 
had the satisfaction of turning back once, but I shall now have the satisfaction of carrying 
you forward?** — No, 1 did not hear that 

1I6K Do you know a passenger of the ^name of John Perry ; — ^* A passenger of the 
name of John Perry, a sawyer, from Liverpool, remarked that this would be but poor 
satis&ction; upon which the captain said that he would shoot the first man that attempted 
to lake the command of the ship from him ?*'-^I heard that 

1169. Was that tlie day that the petition was torn up ? — The day afterwards. 

1170. Just try and call it to your mind? — I was on the poop the same day that he said 
those words. It was in the forenoon. 

117 1. * It wai blowing a gale of wind, then ? — No, not to say a gale of wind ; but it was 
blowing fresh. 

11 72. What sail was set? — We had the miacen topsail and the foresail , 

1 1 73. The top-uallautsail ?— No, we had no top^gallant sail but one, because on the 12th, 
on- Monday moriiing, we lost onr foretopmast an4 jib-l)oom, and we were obliged to take 
the top*gallHni-sitil lor a foresail. , 

11/4. This document says, " shortly after this, another lieavy gale commenced, and the 
ship was now hove to ; a heavy sea struck her starboard, side^ carrying i^way the binnacle 
and compass ?' — Yes ; that was about five o'clock ; I caught the sea myself. 

1175. Then, "shortly afterwards, the chief-mate came to the passengers, wishing them 
to form tliemselves into watches to man the pun>ps." Do you recollect that ^ — Yes^ 

1 1 76. " As the ship was dra\^ing a good deal of water, they complied with the request f* 
— Yes. the passengers lent hands. 

1177. How often were they at those pumps ?— They were continually pumping. 
1 J 78. All night ? — I never was on deck at night. 

1 179. But you would hear the pumps going ? — Y'es ; the passengers and sailors were 
pumping alternately, day and night 

1 180. How long did they continue ?— I think it wi^ for a couple of, dayi 

1181. Until the ship was lost ? — -The very night before we were lost, before we struck, 
I heard them'sjoging at the pumps. The sldp never made muob waceir till she was rolling 
so much. 

F2 



Digitized by 



Google 



ds Minutes of evidence taken on an inquiry 

Jamei Taylor. 1 1^2. ** After getting up a mainyard, the captain saw no otlier remedy than putting about 

— — . a third time for Liverpool ?" — It will be a foreyard, because we never put up a mainyard ; we 

SdNbv. 1853, put up a foreyard twice. 

""~"~"-"""" 1183. "After getting up a foreyard, the captain saw no other remedy than putting about 

a third time for Liverpool, and he said he would put into the nearest port. For three days 
we ran before the wind, when land was sighted on the lee bow, which was ascertained to be 
the island of Barra ? " — Yes. 

1 184. Did he say this, ^^ that he would put about for Liverpool;" but did he put about for 
Liverpool before? — Yes, just before that. 

1 185. But he run twenty-four hours ? — ^Yes. 

1186. (Captain Beechey.) Then that makes this statement correct. He ran twenty-four 
hours, and then he turned her head to the westward to lay to ? — Yes. 

1 187. And that was the cause of the passengers going to him and making that complaint ? 
— The passengers thought that, as he put her the other way, he was putting back again, and 
that made the passengers go and complain the second time. 

1 188. Why did he turn her round ? — Because it was blowing very heavy. 

1 189. But could not he run ? — No. 

1190. Why? — Because he had not sail enough. As soon as he saw that the weather 
was moderate, he put about as soon as ever he could back to Liverpool, and as we came 
to Liverpool, we happened to see this land — Barra. 

1191. Then your masts were carried away before the binnacle was carried away? — Yes. 
119*2. The foretopmast ?— Yes. 

1193. You think he rounded to, because you were afraid there was too much sea to 
run on ? — I'hat is what I think ; I did not hear him say so. 

1194. Call to mind, was that before you were scudcUng, or whilst lying to before you 
bore up ? — No ; it was while we were lyinof to that the binnacle was carried away. 

1195. What words took place between the captain and Captain Rose on that occasion? 
— 1 could not say. 

1196. Did you hear anything ? — I do not know. 

1197. You did not hear any words between Captain Rose and the captain about going 
on to Quebec ? — No, except what Captain Rose said when we carried away the foretop* 
mast. He said he thought it could be secured for going to Quebee. 

1198. What sail had you set on the foremasts, after the topmasts were gone ? — We had a 
foresail set. 

1199. What was it? — A topgallant sail 

1'200. Why did not you set the gallant sail ? — We had not one; it had blown away, 
1201. Did you set the topsail for a foresail? — I cannot say. 
1-202. What had you on the mainmast ? — We had a mainsaiL 

1203. After the mainyard was gone ? — We put up a scudding sail on a bit of a spar, a 
short yard ; just a square sail; we took it down at night time, when it was going to blow. 

1204. When you saw you could not weather the Light, the ship was put round, and 
you ran for the bay? — Yes. 

1205. Where were you ; in the cabin ? — I was in bed. 

1206. Did you give the alaim ? — The mate gave the alarm, went down and told the 
passengers. 

1207. Which mate? — The chief mate, Mr. Bell; and the other steward, he called me 
up, and said, " Get up, Jim, we are done ; it is all over with us." Upon this I got up 
immediatelv, and put my trowsers on, and shortly after the ship struck. 

1208. Where were you then ? — Then I got up, and put two candles in Captain Rose's 
state room, there were Captain Rose and his missus, and all the French people, when 
the ship was struck. Then she parted in two; there was a heavy sea came, and broke 
her in iwo. 

1209. When she struck on the rocks, did she break in two suddenly?— Shortly after. 

1210. Where did she break ? — Between the foremast and the mainmast. 

1211. What did the passengers do at that time? — Some of the passengers broke open 
the division between the main cabin and the poop, and rushed into the cabin, and a great 
many of them went on the poop, alongside the boats, and there was another sea came, and 
swept away the main part of the poop, and upwards of 100 persons. There were fifteen 
left afu The sea came close aft by the wheel. 

1212. Now for the cabin passengers ; where was Mrs. Rose and the family ? — Mrs. Rose 
was in her state room ; she was sitting on the sofa along wiih thfe French woman, before 
the state room broke up, and Captain Rose was talking to her, telling her to keep her 
heart up. The French minister went into the state room, said some prayers, and came 
out again with Captain Rose, and then a heavy sea came, and broke up the division of 
Captain Rose's cabin, and filled it with water. I was there, and had the water over me. 
I let go the two candles I had in my hands, and made the best way out I could, to go on 
the weather side, where she was dry. The ship was on her l>eam ends. 

121.3. Was Captain Rose drowned then? — Not directly — shortly afterwards. 
1214 What became of the rest ? — We were all in the dark. 

1215. Did you see Captain Rose after that?— I saw plenty of people> but could not 
tell who they were ; it was as dark as the grave. 
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1'216. Did you go on deck ? — No; I kept in the cabin, and rushed into the water-closet, Jamm Taylm. 
where it was dry, with some sailors timt were there ; a water-closet built up inside. 

1217. Then you saw no more? — Not till daylight; when it came on daylight, I saw 8dNov. 1858. 
that we woidd be able to walk ashore, and then 1 wont down, and did the best i could to — — i— — . 
get my clothes out. 

1218. What was the last you saw of Mr. Bell ? — He came into the pantry, and asked 
for a drink of whiskey, and I told him to think about saving hia ufe, and not about 
drinking grog; and then I went out of the pantry, and left him there by himself, and 
when I came back in about five minutes, he was gone. 

1219. Was the pantry filled up? — Yes, it was broke up. 

1220. Was the grog there ? — 1 do not know, because I never touched the like of it 
myself. Shortly after that somebody sung out that the last they saw of the mate was, 
that he was sitting on his chest, in his own state room. 

1221. Went down to sleep ? — Yes. 

1222. It says here (referring to fhe tcritten statement of Abraliain Brooks), "At this 
critical period, the lamp, which hung at the centre of the poop, went out, and left them 
in complete darkness At this time some one handed me an axe, and, with the help of 
one of the ship's carpenters, I succeedc<l in breaking away the bulkhead, and getting 
through to the cabin." This was the cabin between the steerage I suppose ? — Yes. 

1223. " One of the passengers named Thomas Galbraith, in endeavouring to make his 
way from the poop to the cabin, was ordered back by the captain ?" — I do not know who 
that was. 

1224. Was some part of the bow of the vessel stove in while at sea? — I could not say. 

1225. You do not know anything about it? — No. 

1226. Did you go into the passengers' berths much, in the steerage? — I used to go 
now and then. I used to have to pass in there to go for water. 

1227. What state were they in? — They were pretty well, except, very often, they used 
to be very dirty and wet. They used to be too dirty to clean their own places. 

1228. Were they much crowded ? — No. 

1229. Was there much luggage? — No, not much; they could move about. Very often 
the passengers used to loose their things, and would not secure them against bad leather, 
and when it came bad ihcir tilings would all roll about. I made one fast for a young 
girl down there that I knew ; she was not able to do it herself. 

1230. This is the way the things were knocked about, that they complained of? — Yes; 
because when it was fine weather, they let them loose, and did not tie them up again. 

1231. Did you see the captain every day with the chart? — Oh, yes; Captain Rose and 
the captain used to look at the chart both together. 

1232. Was he careful with that? — Yes; and the captain used to show the minister 
where we were every day, and what we had made every day. 

1233. Had he a sextant ? — ^Yes ; and Captain Rose always used to help Captain Mason 
to take the observations. 

1234. Was Captain Rose navigating ? — No ; he used for kindness to lend assistance. 

1235. Did he have a chronometer? Yes; I think there were 3 chronometers, one of 
Captain Mason's, another of Captain Rose's, and the minister's. 

1236. Did you see them take sights? — Yes. 

1237. Who took the sights? — Ihe captain and Captain Rose. 

123d. Did he take the stars ? — I used to see Captain Uose take the sun at forenoon, but 
never saw him take the stars. 

1239. But at eight or nine o'clock in the morning? — I could not say. 

1240. At noon, at twelve o'clock ? — Yes ; both captains, and the chief mate, Mr. Bell, too. 

1241. In the morning also? — I could not say. 

1242. In the afternoon ? — I could not say : I used to be very often in the cabin, there 
was so much to do there. All 1 had to do on deck, was to go backwards and forwards for 
what 1 w*anted. 



Mr. James, Emigration Surveyor at Liverpool, re-called and examined : — j^^^ James. 



1243. I wanted to ask you where the chain lockers were in the ship ? — Her chains were 
stowed down by the foremast. 

1244. Had she lockers ? — No ; there was sufficient space for the chains below. 

1245. There was a place ? — There was a place appropriated for the chains below. 

1246. No locker?— No. 

1247. How were they going to stow them without a locker?— There was a place left on 
purpose for them. 

1248. How was it protected ; what was to keep the chain from the cargo ? — I have seen 
many vessels like that 

1249. Was there a roller on deck ?— No. 

1250. There was a proper place for iHe chain to go down ? — Yes. 

1251. And how would they be clinched, shackled down there? — They invariably 
clinched them round the heel of the foremast. If a cimin goes down on the fore part, 
they clinched it round the foremast. 

F3 
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Mr. James. 1252. How were they clinched ? To the best of my recollection, they were clincbed 

round the foremast 

3d Nov. 1853. 1253. Did you see it ? — I do not recollect seeing that. 

1254. Were the ends down at all? — Yes; that ship's cables were 150 fathoms each; 

therefore they could not have it on deck. They migiu have a range on deck, which is 
requisite for the #hip until the ship gels clear. 

12 )'i. Did you see the cables there yourself? — I did; to the be^t of my recollection 1 
saw the cables there ; the ends were down, and I have repeatedly seen them clinched round 
the ends of the masts. Some have the cables aft, and have ihem clinched round the 
mainmast. 

1256. Was there any chain aft? — No; not to the iest of my recollection. 
1257- You would not recommend chains being carried on deck? — No; not at aU« 
particularly in a passenger ship. 

{Tlie evidence of Thomas Mnrham^ second mate of the " Annie Jane," toith reference to the 
chain cables^ was liere read over to witnesSy from tlie short-liand writers notes. ) 
Witness : I am certain that the chains were down by the foremast. 

1258. .( Captain Beeclieif ) You see, {referring to the evidence which had just been read) this 
is the statement of the mate of the ship ? . 

Witness: So far as my recollection goes, the chains went down there by the foremast. 

1259. Your surveyor would know ? — 1 am the surveyor to see that the lockers are 
perfected for the cables : 1 have seen them right down by the foremast. 

1260. Do you consider that a proper thing? — Yes; where there is room left sufficient 
below for the cable to go down;, that is safe. It is better to have chain lockers, and some 
will have them by the foremast, others by the mainmast. 

1261. Supposing the cargo is not iron; how is it to be kept in its place? — That chain 
would not fetch away. When 1 have a case in surveying, where a s!?ip has not come under 
my notice before, where I have not examined her kelsons, 1 take the locker down, and 
invariably find that the chain is clinched to the heel of the foremiist. 

1262. In this vessel, accordinsf to the evidence of this man, there does not appear to have 
been any place for a cliain locker ? — As far as my recollection goes, the chains were down 
by the foremast. 

1263. Then you do not think it necessar}' that they should have chain cable lockers ? — 
They are all the better for it. 

1264. With respect to these chains, do you find it necessary that they should have com- 
pressors, or some means of checking their cable ? — In this sort of vessel, many of them have 
a bit abafc their windlass, what they call weather bitting ; but in these cables you will see 
some of them, instead of having three turns round the windlass, have four turns ; and in 
those ships where they have got a windlass, they have got a bit, abaft the windlasa 

1265. Had this ship anything of the kind ? — No. 

1266. Had she anything to check the cable ? — No ; not to the best of my recollection. 

1267. When a ship comes to ride heavy, they ought to have something? — X^^y have 
stoppers. 

1268. Do the ships from Liverpool go away without having compressors at all ? — I see 
very few compressors now to ships, 

126i> Have they no compressors below to check the cables from running up ? — Some 
may have, but they are not so frequent as they used to l>e. 

1270. When you pass ship<, you do not look to tliat?— I look to see that things are as 
they ought to be. 

127 1. Do you consider it necessary ? — It does not come under my observation. I see 
that the ship has a sufficient length of cable; that they are the proper size; and that the} 
have irot a proper windlass. 

1272. Is it part of your duty to see that there is proper provision made for checking 
that cable? — Na 

1273. Is it your duty to see that there are ringbolts — stopper bolts?— No; because 
people have many ways of stopping their cable. 

1274. Is it your duly to see that they Itave some meanS) by ringbolts, compressors, or 
any other method of preventing the cable from running away ? — I invariably see that these 
thinsis are done ; see that the cables are properly in their places. 

1275. The question is this. Has the cable been stopperd from running away ?— I have 
not looked at that very minutely. 



Lieutenant Prior. Lieutenant Prior re-called and examined: 



1276. 1 want to ask you about the chain cables of the *' Annie Jane." When you cleared 
her, what stale tlie chain cables were in, and where they were ? — Part of the chain cables 
were stowed away in the hold, on each side of the foremast, and part of them on deck. A 
ranore of one of the cables, 1 could not say which now> was all ready for. letting go, and the 
other one was already gone. 1 should suppose about 50 fathoms of chain out. 

1277. And the. remainder was paid down in the hold ? — The reniainder paid down in the 
hold on each side of the foremast. 

1 278. You are sure of that ?~1 think I may be sure of that, to the best of my recollection. 
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1279. Had this sliip any compressors? — I do not think she had any means of checking Lieutenant Prior. 

the cable from running out. Tlie only means of checking the cable, I believe, was on the : : 

windlass. dd Nov 1863. 

1'28<>. Do you consider that safe? — I hey have generally a norman, which they place on ' 

the windlass, and they put a lash upon timt. 

1281. That would not prevent ii from running out if there was a heavy strain on it. 
The whole of the weight is upon the windlass then ? — Yes. 

1282. You do not consider that right ? — It is what is generally adopted in the merchant 
service- 

1283. Any stoppers abaft the windlass? — There are occasionally. 

1284. You hold it right that they should have cable lockers? — ^\'es, generally, 1 should 
think they ought to have them; there are many ships that do not, but they have the 
regular pipe. 

1285. It has been stated here that the chain lockers were at the mainmast? — I don't 
recollect it ; as far as 1 recollect now they were paid down by the hold. 

1286. And that they were through the ship's side, because there was no room below? — 
The ship is always within range of the land, so as to keep its cables under. 1 think it was 
necessary certainly that they should be secured. The captain of the " Annie Jane*' was 
never out of dan<rer from the time he started; that North Channel is a most dangerous 
channel in the winter. 

1287. You cannot positively say that the cables were below at all? — Yes, I could say 
that j>art of the cables were below. 

1288. Then you would not know whether it was at the mainmast or foremast? — To the 
best of my recollection it was on either side of the foremast. 

1289. How do you know that there was any below ? — Because I could judge from the 
quantity of the cable on deck. 



The following declaration from William Hendrie was received and read: 

" Declaration of William Hendrie, one of the passengers on board of the * Annie Jane' 
on the first sailing of that vessel from Liverpool and until her return there, when 
put about on the remonstrance of the passengers to the captain. 

** Declares — We took our passage from Hamilton and Brothers, Glasgow, in the ship 
* Annie Jane/ which wag to ftail from Liverpoolon the 19th of August, being told by the 
agents that she was a fine ship and new, and had good accommodation. We left Glasgow 
on the i7th of August, and arrived in Liveipool on the 1 8th, being Thursday night. We 
slept in the steamer that night, and got our chests next mpmiitg, and to(»k th^-m down to 
the ship, but was stopped, aad told we must get out our berths first, so that our chests had 
to lie two days and a night without cover; and we had to go to the agent's office on 
Satui*day^ and force him down to the ship to give us our berths ; but did not get him down 
without a good deal of trouble and abuse. Tuesday oame, and we all expected to sail that 
day. The Government inspector came aboard to inspect the ship, and we were aU wearying 
to hear the lesult. We went down after being passed, and heard the inspector say to .the 
agent or owner, who was with him, that he would not pass the ship, becaiise it was shame- 
fiiUy fitted up. He came over the wards again, and said the berths and water-closets uere 
shamefully fitted, and he would not pass the ship, so that >^e did r.ot sail that day, and the 
joiners who came from Glasgow had to begin to the water-closets, and put on stronger 
hinges on the doors, and give the conductors a little more drop, but there was nothing 
done to our berths. W ednesday morning came, and previous to the inspector coming on 
board, they commenced and arranged to wash the deck, to blind the inspector, the same 
never being performed till the day before we arrived in Liverpool. The inspector came 
and made a superficial survey of about ten minutes, and passed the ship, sp we sailed. 
Early on hriday morning she rolled learfidly with no heavy sea, nor a heavy gale of wind ; 
but towards night it Ireshened, and with one lurch the three masts \ient over the side. As 
night came on the rolling incn ased most fearfully, and we were all in darkness, and the 
el ests flying from the one side to the other. The lower forehold hatchway, where the 
Glasgow joiners were, was covered with a few loose planks, which, when she lurched, all 
fell down in the lower forehold; that never was covered 1 11 the gale subsided, which left 
them in imminent danger of their lives "^ITie majority of the crew being Fiench Cana- 
dians, and not understanding English, left the ship that night in imminent danger, not 
understanding the orders the oflicrrs gave them, and could not be at hand when required. 
Some of the passengers spoke individually to the officers of the ship about bringing the 
ship back to Liverpool, but were treated with insolence and contempt ; when a general 
meeting was called of the passengers, who protested against proceeding further on tie 
voyage, and a petition was then made out, with their nanus artixed, and handed to the 
captain, so he returned. On oui* arrival in Liverpool, after being ten days at s a, we wt nt 
to the Government inspector, and stated our grievances, which wc laid before Inm in 
writing, arid craved inspection, when we were told to call next day, and prove before tlie 
captain and owners. Next morning after assembling we appeared before tiu m, an'l the 
Government inspector'tisked the deputation individually wnat we had to lay against the 
captain and owners? Fhe first who answered was an en<^in(er, from Manchester, wi.o 
said, ^ We are aU used Hke pigB,* The inspectoi, thinking him too rude, said, ' Plenty 
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fFUUam Uemdrie. ^ that/ and called upon another^ who repUed by desiring them to read ^ the article of 

grievance placed before them on the previous day,' as we still adhered to the same state- 

Sd Nov. 1853. ment, but he declined complying with the request. He asked another, who said, * We 
■ ■ complain of the filthy and over-crowded state of the ship; and a great number having 

paid their berths in full had no berths, but had to lie on the deck, or on the top of tlie 
chests.' We mentioned the case of two yoimg boys and a girl, brothers and sister, 
who had no berths ; and when we examined the tickets we found the number tlie same as 
a berth occupied by parties holding the same number, and on cx>mplaining to the officers 
of the ship, they said they had nothing to do with it. The Government inspector said to 
them, * Do you expect to be as comfortable in a ship as at home V And as regards the 
ticket having the same number, he said ^ it was not right' The captain asked me what 
1 had to say against him, and I said, ^ Seeing the dangerous position the passengers and 
sliip were in, with the loss of masts, how he did not return before the passengers petitioned 
him ; and, also, how he did not accept the services of the Cork pilot when he offered them, 
or allow the pilot to go and send out a steam-tug. The Government inspector said, ^ If 
I had been master in the ship, I would not have turned for you.' I said again titat the 
provisions were the principal matter in which we attempted to prove breach of contract ; 
first, in not giving them by weight, as per agreement ; secondly, we could prove liaving 
received coie pound four ounces in lieu of ten pounds, for the last ten days, which we pro- 
duced, and no flour beinir served out The inspector answered, saying, * Do you think 
tliis gentleman (pointing to Mr. Holderness) would try to cheat you of your provisions? 
We said we did not care whether it was the intention to cheat or not, all that we had to 
prove was, that we were cheated both in quantity and quality. We also said tliat we 
wanted our passage-money back, or be provided with a better ship. The inspector said, 

* You appear to settle the matter yourself, but you must know that I came here to settle 
these matters, and you must submit to what 1 say.' We said we were quite willing to 
submit to liis decision, if he would give us justice ; but if he did not, we would try it at 
the civil court. So he called one of the officials, and turned the speaker out ; so we told 
him we woidd publisli his name in England, Scotland, and Ireland. So we ended with the 
Government inspector. Besides what I have just stated, and which is the same as in my 
letter in the North British Daily Mail of the 1 4th October, 1853, I also reported the 
conduct of the second mate, who came down one nii^ht when drunk to the poop, and wished 
to fight with the passengers, using language which ought not to have been used before 
female passengers. The Government inspector stated that the second mate would not be 
allowed to sail again with the vessel, but notwithstanding this, he did, I believe, sail with 
her when she again sailed from Liverpool 

**1 have further to state in terms of my letter in the North British Daily Mail of tlie 19th 
October, that having been called upon by a number of friends of passengers who lost their 
lives, to explain why the other passengers did not follow up the resolutions stated te the 
government inspector, to appeal to the county court if they did not do them justice; 1 made 
the following statement in said letter, in answer to their inquiries, and still adhere to this 
statement. 

** In the first place we went to a solicitor, ou Monday the 5th of September, afler having 
been at the Government inspector's on the Friday and Saturday previous and could receive 
no redress from him. The solicitor told us to call back on Tuesday and he took down a 
statement of our grievances in writing, after which we inquired whether he thought he could 
recover our passage-monies and he said there was not the smallest doubt of that, at the same 
time he required two sovereigns to commence with, and another two if he recovered the whole 
of the passage-monies of the subscribers. We therefore commenced immediately and got as 
many subscribers amongst the passengers as raised the money, and went with it to him the 
same day and paid it to him. He told us to call next morning at the court house, as he 
would Iwive the Government inspector and the owner, Mr. Holderness, summoned there, 
when he would have an opportunity of proving our case before them. 

"We accordingly met at the court house next morning, being Wednesday. Mr. Owen, 
the solicitor, accordingly read over the statement of our grievances, which was as follows : — 
That instead often pounds of oatmeal we received only one pound four ounces, and no flour 
or salt whatever. I'he owner never denied the above statement, but said to me, * You 
received two shillings as compensation for provisions not given you according to agreement, 

* as all the other passengers had received the same sum and were well pleased.' I said * I 

* never received two shillings yesterday, nor would I take it on any account, and that as 
^ they had broken their agreement we wanted our passage money hack.' Mr. Owen then 
read over the Act of Parliament regarding the not serving out the full quantity of pro- 
visions on board of emigrant ships to the emigrants, the penalty of which is for each indi- 
vidual emigrant defrauded or cheated of their provisions each offence from 5/. to 50/. Mr. 
Holderness said, * These fellows want to slop our ship.' I said, we were not fellows, we 
had as good characters as he had. He said, ^ We will give these two men their money 
back if they will give up their tickets.' I said that I had no more right to my money than 
tlie other subscribers which had signed the subscription sheet, as I had no more to complain 
of than the rest of the subscribers. I was thereupon ordered by the Government inspector 
to ^hold my peace,' as they could not reason with me at all. Mr. Holderness said, * llie 
reason why these men did not get their provisions served out is, that they could not be got 
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outof their beds before twelve o'clock.' I said that I was quite willing to submit to the ffUHam ffendrie. 

doctor's evidence on that point, as he could prove that we were all out of bed at half-past i 

six o*clock. However, Mr. Holderness said he would come between the captain and all 3d Nov. 1863. 

damages, so that the vessel might sail on the morrow. So it was settled that only two of us, » 

Thomas Thomas and myself, were to get our passage money back. The case, therefore, 

was accordingly dismissed, and we went back to Mr. Owen, the solicitor, and asked him 

what was the reason that the other subscribers were not receiving their passage money as 

well as we, as he had shown by the Act of Parliament that they had as good a right to it as 

we two, every one having been defrauded alike. Mr. Owen said he could do no more till 

we gave him other two sovereigns, and assured us that we could recover all the subscribers' 

¥i8sage money, so we subscribed again, and raised and gave him other two sovereigns. 
hen he said be would summon the inspector and owners up again, but although Mr. Owen 
was to get the thing settled each day, for the space of eight days the excuse was always that 
the government inspector could not be got to lay in the claims; at last it was taken before 
a magistrate and he dismissed the case, as the government inspector had awarded the 
handsome sum of two shillings for each passenger as a remuneration for the manner in 
which they had been cheated out of their berths and provisions. Now, sir, the government 
inspector told me on the Saturday that he was the sole man for settling those matters. 
When a solicitor in Liverpool said he could recover the whole for the sum of two sovereigns 
if the government inspector had laid in the claims; and in the name of wonder how does it 
come that when poor people are driven back shipwrecked, and their contracts broken by 
owners, and they have nothing but starvation before them, and that too in the face of a 
government inspector with the Act of Parliament in his hand ? I ask where is justice to be 
lound, when the man who is commissioned by government and paid by the public to see 
justice done to all, cannot let a man speak the truth but he must order one of his officers to 
put him out of his presence? I have in my possession the original petition that was 
presented to the mayor whem the ^ Annie Jane returned to Liverpool by the emigrants, 
craving his interference on their behalf, and also the draft in pencil of the petition pre* 
sented to the government inspector upon that occasion.'" 



The following declarations of Angus Mathieson and Abraham Brooks were also AnguiMaMeson. 
received and read. — and 



" At Glasgow, the thirty-first day of October eighteen hundred and fifty-three years. 

^' Declaration of Angus Mathieson, one of the passengers on board of the ^ Annie Jane,*' 
when tiiat vessel was wrecked upon the island of Barra, upon the morning of the 29th day 
of September last. Declares that he is a blacksmith by trade, and engaged a steerage pas- 
sage in the said, vessel ; but finding the vessel overcrowded in the steerage, he put an 
additional five shillings, and thereby secured a berth in the poop of said vessel Declares 
that the said vessel started from the port of Liverpool upon the 24th day of August last, 
being an emigrant ship bound for the port of Quebec in America. That the declarant 
cannot exactly specify the nmnber of emigrants that were on board, but there were 
upwards of 400, although perhaps not quite 500. They consisted of men, women, and 
children. That, besides the emigrants, there were thirty or thirty- two seamen « on 
board. That, so far as the declarant is aware, the cargo of the « ship consisted chiefly of 
pig-iron, iron rails, and soap, besides the goods and luggage of the emigrants, and the ship 
appeared to be deeply loaded. That after proceeding to sea the ship, during three or four days, 
encountered exceedingly rough and stormy, weather, in the course of which, and when about 
clear of the Irish Channel, she was totally dismasted; — that is to say, she lost her three top- 
matisy and upon sustaining this loss the captain put about ship and again made for the port 
of Liverpool, which he reached without sustaining any further damage. That in the course 
of a week or thereby, the captain got all damages repaired, and the ship again put to sea. 
That they again experienced tempestuous weather, and the ship had scarce reached the 
same point in the Irish Channel which she had formerly weathered, when she again lost 
her foretopmast, maintopmast, and jibboom. That the weather at this time was very tem- 
pestuous and coarse, but the captain still stood on. That some days afterwards the ship 
was labouring very heavily, and the passengers apprehending serious danger had a meet- 
ing amongst themselves, at which it was resolved to petition the captain to make for a port. 
And a petition was accordingly drawn up and presented to him; but instei^d of reading or 
paying any, attention to it, he pitched it overboard, observing that they (the passengers) 
had got him to put about upon a former occasion, but that he would have satisfaction out 
of them the second time. It was a person of the name of Ross, from Glasgow, a cabinet- 
-maker, who drew up the petition and presented it in the name of the emigrants to the 
captain. He was drowned at the loss of the ship. That the captain accordingly stood on his 
course fot Quebec, notwithstanding the state of the ship and the remonstrances of the pas- 
sengers. That in this half-dismasted state the ship was tossed about upon the western 
coast of Scotland, and making but little headway for about three weeks. That upon the 
evening of the 28th and morning of the 29th of September last, the ship had made the 
Isle of Barra. That the ship was unable to carry any canvas, and was then drawing under 
bare poUs before a fiirious wind and tide upon the west side of the said Isle of Barra. That 
"^ the captain wished to clear the liglit-house upon the south side of the island ; but upon 
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ne^ng it he TouikI lie eould not do so, and he then ^ndeavoiirfHl to put ribout the ship ta 
westward; but she hail become quite uiimana£>:e:ible and w6uld not stir. That the sup 
was then east. or. forced into a kind of ba^ u|>oii the iiland^ and short l^r after dashed upon 
the rodts. The sea at tlie time violently beatin^r upon the coast and rocks upon wideh ihe 
ship bad been cast, that in the course of an hour or thereby after the ship was cast upon 
the rocks, she was dashed into a thou^nd pieces. That at this time, bein^ between twelve and 
one o'clock, it was q»dte dark, and the boats had been previously washed on shore from the 
wreck and dashed to pieces. That at this time, there was no means of preserving lift' for 
die passengers and crew, but by cLnging to such pieces of the wreck as chance cast in 
their way. That the declarant and several others were fortunate enough to get upon a 
part of the cabin deck, where, with much difficulty, they contrived to mainuin their 
hold, clinging to the wreck and to one another for the space of from four to five hours. 
That being drenched with sea water they suffered excessively from cold ; that when the 
ship was first driven upon the rocks it was about ^11 or high tide, and after the tide was 
at ebb and had subsided, the declarant and the others that were fortunate enough to get 
upon -the pieces of the wreck, were enabled to wade to the shore and thus made the 
land. That out of the whole passengers and crew, there were only 102 persons saved, 
— the captain being one of those saved, and the whole ship and cargo were lost. That 
upon reaching the coast, the survivors were met by a man of tlie n^me of M'LelLin, a 
lm>ther of a farmer upon the coast of that name, who, upon seeing their forlorn condition, 
and some of tliemmaking search for such of their property as might have been washed 
asbore^ kindly invited them to iiis brother's house, and where tliey . accordingly went and 
were Idndly entertilined and much refreshed, by receiving some warm milk and other food 
That in the declaranfa opinion, and in the opinion of the other passengers with whom he 
tdked Upon the- subject, it would liave been quite practicable for the captain to have put 
about the ship and made the main land or west coast of Scotland, provided he had done so in 
timp, and after receiving taid petition, and betbre it became impossible for him to dear 
the island of BaCrnL The captain, however, was quite obstinate in his refusal to return* 
That there were a great many of the drowned emigrants washed asiiore tlie first and 
second days after the wreck ; these were searched for and collected, and afterwanls interred 
by Mr. M'Lellan, and those employed by himi but tlie declarant cannot condescend 
upon the precise number that was so found and interred. That the declarant was ahout 
fourteen days upon the island, when he and about forty others obtained a passage in a 
smack, (the name of which he does not remember,) which sails between Uarra and 
Tobermory to the latter place, and from thence, in the steam- vessel *^l8lay,* to Glasgow, 
where be arrived about fourteen days aga That tlie declarant, and tlie whole of the 
others saved from the wreck, lost everything that they had, with the exception alone of the 
trifiing clotiies which they chanced to have upon their persons at the time of tlic wreck, 
lliat the captain of the sliip engaged the sniack to convey tlie deckiroant and the others 
firom the island of Barra to robeemory ; they also received a pass from the agent for the 
Shipwrecked Seaman's Society upon the. island of Uai-ra to Tobermory, and from agent 
at Tobermory to Gla-sgow by the steam*boat That the deciaimant left the captain, mate, 
the doctor, first and eecond stewards, whose names he doea not recollect, and several cabin 
and other passeng pon the island when he came away. And all this be declares to 
be true.^ 



^Abiuham Brooks, Joiner, Whiteinch, one of the parties engaged to work at the Quebec 
Railway, and waa a passenger on board of the ' Annie Jane' when she sailed fi-om Liver- 
pool upon the 24th day of August last Having a fidr wind she made rapid progress till 
the 26th, when she encountered a very heavy gale which dismasted the ship, 'i he pas- 
sengers, seeing the disabled state of the ship, petitioned the captain to return to Liverpool, 
which he did, and arrived upon the 2d September. Considering the insufficient supply 
of provisions and other grievances, a number of passengers proposed returning home, 
providing they would get their passdge money returned to them. Two of the passengers, 
named William Hendrie and Thomas Thomas, succeeded in obtaining their passage 
money, but the others being unsuccessfhl returned home without it Afler the ship had been 
under repairs for a week sTie proceeded again to sea on the J^th of September. In con- 
sequence of not havihg succeeded in obtaining their passage money, ti.e greater pan of 
the passengers returned and proceeded with the ship the second time. Afler being 
towed out a considerable distance the tug lefl the ship, and all s: emcd to go on well for 
iabout three days, running, as the sailors informed me, at the rate of from ten to twelve 
knots per hour. On the fourth day it commenced to blow fresh, which ended in a com- 
plete gale, wliich carried away the foremast and yard and maintopgallant-mast The 
Storm again abated. Seeing the state of the ship the passengers now thoui^ht of presenting 
a petition to the captain to return hack, but they thought it prudent first to consult tiie 
first mate. Upon doing so he said it was not his business to advise us, his words being, ^I 
do not regard my life more than any other man, but from the state the ship is in she will 
never arrive at Quehec, and if her mainmast goes slie is not wortli a penny. If I had had 
command of the ship she would not have lost a mast.' That Uobert Murray, a joini r on 
boards and myself were requested by the passengers to draw up a petition to the captain. 
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which we did. and which was something to the following eflect:*— ^ We, the passengers by AnguiMmMtmm 
the ** Annie Jane," humbly request the captsiin, considering the disabled state of the ship, to ond 

rei urn back to Liverpool, and we will consent to forfeit all our claim to passage money*' The '^^ ^^^ ^^^^^^ 
passengers, with the exception of three or four, signed their names to this petition, and a 
joiner of the name of Koss, a passenger, presented it to the captain. He took it with disdain ' 

and threw it overboard, remarking that the passengers got their will the first time, but 
that he, Captain Mason, would have his now. In about half an hour afterwards be came 
into the poop amongst the passengers, telling them to keep their minds easy as he would 
put into the first port. Shortly afterwards we learned that the ship was put about and 
steering in a course for Liverpool; but in about twenty-four hours after tliis, from the 
sailors* stntement to us, we learned that the ship was again on her course to Quebea 
Hearing this we went to Captain Mason and spoke to him of the propriety ^f returning 
to Liverpool, when he said, * Do you know how to manage the ship better than I do? You 
had the satisfaction of turning back once^but 1 shall now have the satisfaction of carrying 
you forward.' A passenger of the name of John P^mry, a sawyer from Liverpool, re- 
marked that this N^ould be but poor satisfaction. Upon which tlie captain said that he 
would shoot the first man that attempted to take the command of the ship from him; tod 
Parry saying * that would only be one life lost,' the captain replied that he would ' serve 
the others with two oiinced of lead in the same way.' 

'^ Sliortly after this another heavy gale commenced and the ship was now hove to; a heavy 
sea struck her starboard side, carrying away the binnacle and compass* and shortly aftert 
wards the chief mate came to the passengers wishintr them to form themselves into watches 
to m^n the pumps as the ship was drawing a good deal of water, and tliey complied with 
this request. After getting up a mainyard tlie captain saw no other remedy thap putting 
about the third time for Liverpool, and he said he would put into the nearest port. For 
three days we ran before the wind, when land was sighted on the lee bow, which was 
ascertained to be the island of Barra. Tlie wind blew a perfect hurricane. We now 
sighted Barra Head light- house, and great efforts were made to clear a reef of rocks 
which lay to seaward, and we were successful, but the captwi seeing it impossible to clear 
the light-house put into Vetemish Bay. This occurred on the 2^th day of September. 
After running her into the bay the captain ordered the yards to be squared, which was 
accordingly done. Directly after this the ship grounded. This might be between twelve 
and one o'clock in the morning of the 2^th otSeptember, and having had my spell at the 
pumps before this, I went to the poop door, and holding on by it 1 saw that tlie tore part of 
the ship was rapidly giving way. My brother came behind ipe at this. ;time and was 
desii ous that we should get upon the poop deck ; I remarked to him that it uas almost im- 
possible to stand upon the poop, the breakers were so high, but to come farther aft asjthe 
ship was rapidly giving way forward. We accordingly proceeded aft till we were stopped 
by the bulkhead, whicii separates tlie second cabin from the cabia We stood there for aoout 
ten minutes ; by this time a number of the passengers hetween decks were drowned by 
the sea rushing in upon them before they could eet upon deck. Likewise about a luin- 
dred joiners and others, who rushed to the poop deck and clung to the boats which were lying 
with their bottoms upwards, were all swept overboard by a heavy sea which broke over them, 
with the exception of one young man of the name of Charles Smith who clung to the mast 
Hie passengers rushed aft to the poop. At this critical period the lamp which hung at 
the Centre of the poop went out, and left them in complete darkness. At this time some 
one handed me an axe, and with the help of the ship's carpeiiiter I succeeded in breaking 
away tl;e bulkhead and getting through to the cauin. One of the passengers, named 
ThomMs Galbraith, in endeavouring to make his way from the ]|)oop to the cabin wat 
ordered back by the captain, and refusing he was throttled by him, but, nevertheless, 
made his way to the top of the poop. At this time my brother,' another passengiT, and 
myself made our way through the compamon and clung to the poop, where we remained 
till about seven o'clock in the morning, at which time, it being ebb tiue, we wore enabled to 
wade ashore about breast dec^. Of the whole passengers and crew there were one 
hundred and two persons saved. And all tbis^be declares to be, truth." 



Fourth Day. — Friday^ Ngvemher 4ith 1853, 

William Hsvimis, steerage pastenger in the ^ Annie JaneJ' examined: ' 

1290. Are you the writer of the letter which has .been poblished in the Nmrtk BritUk 
JlfaiT, of the 15ih of October?— Yes. 

1291. This is yodr acconnt in the North Brt^icft iUTo^ I suppose, of what took f^ace ? — 
'Yes. • . ' 

1292. Did you read it in the ilfai/ afterwards ?— Yes. 

1293. And you believe it to be true? — ^Yes, and ] have evidence here of men that were 
with me. 

G2 
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WUfiam Hendrk. Witness then handed in the following letter: — 

4Ui Nov. 1833. " Liverpool, November 4th, 1853. 

— — — - " We, the undersigned, having been passengers along with Mr. William Hendrie on the 

*^ ship > Annie Jane ' when she made her first attempt to reach Quebec, can therefore 
" upon oath corroborate every statement made by him in print, as far as we yet have seen. 

"George Taylor. 
"Alexander Kerr. 
"John Taylor.*' 

1294. You hand that in as the statement of these persons, who were passengers in the 
ship with you ? — Yes, they gave it me this morning. 

1295. Are they here ? — Yes, they never left here. 

1296. They are in Liverpool now ? — Yes, working as joinei*s. 

1297. You left the ship when she returned ? — Yes. 

1298. And you did not go in her again? — I got my money at Liverpool 

1299. Did you get compensation for your passage on your return ? — Yes, two of us got it 

1300. Did they offer you to go out in the ship afterwards ? — ^They had a bill that stated 
that all passengers who left the ship would forfeit their passage money; and 1 was 
determined I would forfeit my passage money before I would go in her. 

1301. Why was that? — 1 had four reasons: first, the way that I was served with pro- 
visions, and second, the advice that 1 got from competent judgea One man had been 
thirty times at Quebec, and I got him to inspect the ship, and a carpenter too, and they 
told me, both of them, if I valued my life not to go in her. The man who had been to 
Quebec said " I know the road too well ; I have been there thirty times, and that vessel 
will never get there." I asked "why?" and he said, one thing she was too light, and 
another thing he said : " Her damned cargo will sink her to the bottom." Those are h s 
very words, and the carpenter said the same. 

1302. Tliat is the reason you did not go? — Another thing; when they were repairing 
the ship, I saw they were not getting her properly repaired. 

1303. In what way? — Weil, the system of repairing the mizen mast; next the stern. 
Being a tradesman myself — I am not a carpenter — but, at the same time, I have a know- 
ledge of a job when it is done, and I consider that they were not making a good job of it I 
consider it was a mere patch, and that they were not taking a sufficient time for the repairs, 
for the men were hurried, and making a patch of it I saw that it was not well completed 
as it ought to be. 

Witness here illustrated what he meant by a rough models which he had prepared. 
Witness : In repairing the mizen mast, they put on thi'ee rings that were not a fit 

1304. That was scarphing it ? — The two jaws were not a fit, nor anything like a fit 

1305. Those were your reasons for not going in the ship ? — Yes, I had good reasons. 

1306. Notwithstanding that, they paid you the passage money ? — Yes. 

1307. And other men also ? — Yes. 

1308. Why were you not served out your provisions ? — Well, 1 asked them myself on the 
ship, but I was told that I would be the last man on the ship to get them for asking, for 
being more determined than the rest I knew it was not right, and I spoke up for it 

1309. Did you know what provisions were allowed ? — Yes. 

1310. It was printed, was it not ? — ^Yes. 

1311. You were to go every day and get your provisions ? — Yes. 

1312. The boatswain, the sailmaker, or the carpenter served them out? — Yes. 

1313. And they had scales and measures ? — Never ; I deny that statement There was 
never an article served out by weight on the ship to any passenger; nothing, not an 
article. I brought my provisions with me; the whole that I got. 

1314 You say that there were no scales, and weights, and measures? — Yes, except for 
water ; there was a measure for water ; and there was one day they did not give any water 
at all. 

1315. Do you mean to say that none of the people had water that day ? — Yes. 

1316. Not any of them ? — Not one that 1 saw, and I saw every one asking for it 

1317. How many messed with you in the same place? — There were a great number; 
there would be forty berths. 

1318. Did you see that they had not any water that day ? — Yes. 

1319. What day was that? — I cannot say. 

1320. How long after you sailed ? — When we were coming home 

. - . .- , 1321. When you were coming back; through the Channel? — Yes. 

_ 1322. What did you do ; did you go and ask for it? — Yes, certainly. 

- "• . "* J 323. What did they say ? — They told us they would give it us when they had time. 

1324. What o'clock was that? — I think it was the time for going for the water, four 
o'clock in the morning. 

1325. I suppose they had rules for serving out this water ; that the water had to be come 
for at a particular time, and those who wo^d not come for it would have to wait till it was 
convenient to give it to them? — I never saw any printed rule of that kind. 

1386.. Perhaps you knew it to be a custom ? — If they had commenced at a certain rule, 
we should have known it, but we had no rule; there was no regularity in the ship. 

1327. Perhaps some of the people were too lazy to come out of their beds for the water? 
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— NO) I can answer for that^ except when they came at four o'clock in the morning; plenty FPifltmn JTinifrfa. 
would not rise at four. — — » 

ld*28« What other complaint had you to make ; that when you did get the provisions 4tb Nor* 1858. 
served, you did not get the right quantity ? — No. . ■ ■ 

1329. You knew what quantity of provisions you were allowed every day? — ^Yes, they 
were all printed ; I had the printed ticket. 

1330. Then, if you found you did not get what you thought would be right, why did 
not you ask for it? — I asked before the captain and the mate. 

1331. What mate ? — Mr. Bell, he was the only one that was the manager of business of 
that kind. 

1332. And the carpenter ? — No, I asked the captain himself. 

1333. You asked the captain ? — Yes, one day. 

1334. You say you have in your handkerchief all the oatmeal that you had served out 
for ten days ? — Yes. 

1335. How much ought you to have had? — 'Jen pounds. 

1336. And you have got, how much ? — One pound two ounces, and another man got 
two ounces more than me. 

1337. Was that given out to you every day ? — No, only one day ; two days, I think, 
before we came into Liverpool. 

1338. They gave you that for one day's provisions ? — ^Yes. 1 ** commenced" on the 
mate, and said I would expose him for the way they were doing. 

1339. Why did not you ^et any on the other nine days ? — ^They would not give it. 

1340. Did" you ask them ? — ^Yes. 

1341. And they would not give it? — Yes. 

1342. Did you get anything else ? — No, we had no flour at alL 

1343. What did you get every day? — Twice biscuits and once tea, and once sugar. 

1344. You were to have 2^1bs. of bread or biscuits, a pound of flour, 5lbs of oatmeal a 
week, two pounds of rice, one pound of sugar, salt, &c* ? — There was never a one got salt 
in the ship that I saw. 

1345. Then you had this printed on the ticket? — Yes. 

1346. Why did not you get what you were entitled to? — They would not give it ; and 
then, what can you do on board a ship ? I complained more than any one, and I waa 
worse served for that. 

1347. Whom did you ask ? — ITie mate. 

1348. Mr. Bell? — ^Yes, and I asked the captain once. 

1349. Then if you did not get those provisions, how did you live? — I had a good store 
of my own ; more than would take me out 

1350." How long before you arrived was the oatmeal given to you ? — I think two days; 
and I was writing a letter at the time, and said 1 would expose the mate ; he stood on 
the stairs, and I said I would expose him; not for myself, but I saw women that had barrels 
which were all broken, and the bottoms fell out of them, and they lost all their provisions, 
and I had to feed a young lad that slept with me. 

1351. What made the provisions fall out? — With the ship rolling, and the casks and chests 
were flyinc^ from one side to the other the whole length. It was dark and we heard them. 

1352. Were the chests lashed when you went out? — Yes, some of them. 

1353. And the casks ? — ^The provisions and casks were all broken to bits. 

1354. But the casks, were they lashed when you first went out ? — No. Mr. Bell came 
and lashed them after, — the day after the gale. 

1355. Did the people cast them loose because they wanted them, and then did not lash 
them again? — They were never lashed; Mr. Bell came down the next day after the gale, 
and lashed them. 

1356. Were there any persons passengers who received provisions short, like yourself, 
that can come here ? — There are these men whose names are to the letter, and I will give 
plenty more ; there are two men come from Scotland to-day. 

1357. What are their names ? — Abraham Brooks, and Angus Mathieson. I have the 
original petition to the Mayor of Liverpool, with fifty names to it. The greatest number 
never knew it was compensation money they received when they arrived ; they thought it 
was subsistence money. When a complaint was made, the owner, Mr. Holderness, paid 
them the amount of the week's provisions in order to satisfy theuL 

1358. Now, you say here that two persons and more had the same berths, and they were 
turned out, having the same numbers? — There were a great number had no berths at 
all, but I only mentioned that because I knew there were great numbers had no bertha 
at all. 

1359« Perhaps you thought so? — No. I examined them distinctly, and I got the tickets 
from the persons who had no berths. 

1360. ITien there were two tickets with the same number ; have you got tliem to show ? 
— No, but 1 showed them to the inspector. 

1361. Do you know how the tickets are numbered ; have you got one in your pocket?— 
No, I had to give it up for my money back. 

1362. What did the officer say when you took these tickets to show tliere were two people 
in one berth ? — He said it was not right. 

136% Who was the officer? — I think it was Captain Scbomberg. 
1364* Where did those people lie ? — They did not lie two nights in one plac^ 

63 
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WIUtMm mndru. tMA. Whete did they lie?— The boys laM 'in ihe ^lley some nightd, andliiaveseeh 
*"""^ them lying in chests. ' '. . ' 

•4i]iN<nr. ISU. * yS66, Did tliey tell the captain that there wel^' no berths ?-^No, but we went to the 
mate, Mr. Bell. ^ v - 

^ ft67: What did he 6ay ? — He said he bad nbthlhg to'do with ft/ '' ... 

1368. Did you go to the captain after that lime?— No. :. .. 

' 1369. But It would have been much l)Ctter to go to some one, and then it wouJd have 
been explained. It appears fr^nn the officer that there^iverfe berths ' for everybody? — ITie 
berths were not in a state like the berths in the rihips tl^at sail from'tlie Clyde. 

1370. You state that you were ** treated like pjgs " ? — The engineer from Manchester 
said that. . ' 

1371. Have you any other complainte to make ?— No, I have nothing { but ft i« in the 
letter there. ' 

1372. Did the captain attend to you when you made complaints ?— Yes, he attended to 

me. ♦ 

1373. What sail had she when the Cork pilot came on board?— I could not name the 
sails ; 1 am not a seafaring man, but wl.mt signifies the sails when there was no wind. . 

1374. There was no danger for you then? — No, but there was danger before we got 
round Cape Clear that night. 

1375. Then this waft before yotl came found Cape Clear? — I could not exactly state 
that. 

1376. You say in the statement I have here, " some of the passengers spoke iodivi- 
" dually to the officers of the ship about bringing the ship back to Liverpool, but they were 
** treated with insolence and contempt"? — Y^ . 

1377. "When a general meeting wajs called of the passengers who pi-otested against 
" proceeding further on the voyage, and a petition was then made out with their names 
" affixed, and handed to the capiain"? — Yes, I went on the poop with the petition myself. 

1378. And the captain did come back ?— Yes, and he sent for tlie mate, and the people 
said, " For God's sake, return," and he did return. 

1379. What made you want to retiirn?— We considered our lives in great danger; the 
ship rolled from side to side. 

1380. You have never been to sea before ?— No, but I have seen ships rolL It was the 
cargo that was the cause of it; an experienced man at Liverpool told me so. 

1381. Have you anything further to say? — No; only I would like you to look at the 
original copy of the petition to the mayor. 

1382. What is it about ? — Stating our grievances, and requesting an inspection. 

1383. (Captain Beediey.) Well, but that is aD settled; where was the petition drawn 
tip? — In the ship before we arrived 

1384 And who did you take it to?— To the government inspector. 

1385. What did he do?— It is stated in that letter, word for word. 

1386. Did he keep the list of grievances? — He did. 



The following is the lett^ in the North BrUUh Daify Mail, referred to in the eyidance 
of this witness : — 

<* We write this letter to give a true statement to the public of the way that the 
<' passengers were treated by the agents, own<Ts, and captain of the Annie Jane; and also 
**ihe treatment we received from the govtrnment inspector, when we applied to hini for 
"redress. We took out our passage from Hamilton and Bi'others, Gks.ow, in the ship 
" * Annie Jane,' which was to sail from Liveipool on the 19th August, being told by the 
** agents that she was a fine new ship, and had good accoinmodation. We left Glasgow 
**on the 17th, and arrived in Liverpool on the 18ih, being Thursday night We slept in 
** the steamer that night, and got our chests riext morning, and took them down to. the 
'* ship, and was going to put them aboard the ship, but was stopped, and was told that we 
** must get our berths first, so that our chests had to lay two days and a night without 
** cover, and we had to gb to the agent's office on Saturday, and force him down to the 
^^ ship to give us our berths, but he did not get down without a good deal of abuse. 
" Tuesday came, and we all expected to sail that day. The government inspector came 
** aboard to inspect the ship, and we were all wearying to hear the result. We Went down 
**afler being pae^sed, and heard the inspector say to the agent, or owner, who was with 
<' him, that he would not pass the ship, because it was shamefully fitted up. He came 
*'over the wards again, and said the berths and water-closota were shamefully fitted, and 
*'he would not pass the ship, so that we did not sail that day, and the joineis who came 
**from Glasgow had to begin to the water-closets, and put on stronger hinges on the 
'< doors, and give the conductors a little more drop; but there was nothing done to^ our 
« berths. Wednesday moiiiing came, and, previous to ^the inspector coming on board, 
they commenced, and arranged to wash the deck^ to blind the inspector, the saiiie never 
being performed till the day before we arrived in Liverpool. The inspector came, and 
made a stiperficial survey of about ten nuimies, and passed the ship; so we sailed 
Early on Friday morning she rolled fearfully, with not, a heavy sea, nor a heavy gale of 
' wind, but to^v^urds night it freshened, and^ ^th one lur6hv ^^ three masts w^t over the 
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'* aide.. As night came on, the rolling i^crea^ed most fearfully, and we were all in darkness, ^f^*Oiam Itmdr^ 
** and the chests flyinir from one side to the other. The lower forehold hatchway, where . , YiZr^iRSA^ 
'* ihe Gli«.8)<ow joiners were, was covered with a few loose planks, which, when she lurched, ^^* oO< >» 

" they all fell down in the lower forehold, that never was covered till ihe gale subsided — — *— 
** that left them in imminent danger of their lives. The m^joi-iiy of the crew being 
*< French Canadians, and not understanding EngUsli, left the ship tliat night in imminent 
^ danger, not understanding the orders the officers gave them, and could not be at hand when 
'* required. Some of the passengers spoke individually to the officers of the ship about 
** bringing the ship back to Liverpool, but were treated with ins:)lence and contempt, when 
^^ a general meeting of the passengers was called, and protested against proceedii^g ikinher 
^^ on the voyage, and a petition was then made out, with tlieir names affixed, and handed 
** to the captain, and so he returned. On our arrival at Liverpool, after beinff ten days 
^ at sea, we went to the government inspector, and stated our grievances, which we laid 
^'.before him in writing, ^nd oi*aved inspection, when we were told to cal) next day, and 
<< prove before the captain and owner. Next morning, after assembling, we appeai*ed 
<« before them, and the government inspector asked the deputation individually what we 
^ had to say against the captain and owners. The first who answered was an engineer 
" from Manchester, wlto said, * We were all used like pigs.' The inspector, thinking him 
** too i^ide, said^ * Plenty of that,* and called upon another, who replied by desiring them 
'^ tp read the article of grievances placed before them on the previous day, as we were 
** still adherents to the same statement, but he declined complying with the requesL He 
'^ asked another, who said, * We complain of the filthy and over-crowded state of the 
^^ * ship, aiui a great number, having paid their berths in full, had no berths, but had to lie 
*' * on the deck, or on the top of the chests.* We mentioned a case of two young boys and 
*^ a girl, brothers and sister, who had no berths, and when we examined the tickets, we 
^^ .^bund the numbers the same as a berth occupied by parties holding the same number, 
and on complaining to the officers of tlie ship, they said they had nothing to do with it. 
The government inspector said to him, ^ Do you expect to be as comfortable in a ship as 
'at homef and as regards tt)e tickets liaviog the same number, he said it was not right. 
''The captain asked me what I had to say against him, and I said, sc*eing the dangerous 
" position .the pasaepgers and ship were in, with the loss of masts, how he did not return 
^ before the passengers petitioning bim, and also hpw he did not accept the services of tlie 
'' Cork piipt, when he, offered them, or allow the pilot to go and send out a steam tug. 
^ The Government inspector said, ' If I had been master of the ship, I would not have 
"'turned for you.' I said again tlmt the provisions was the principal thing we 
" attempted to prov^ breach of contract, first in not giving them by weight, as per agree- 
"ment; secondly^ we can prove having neceived only lib. 4oz. of oatmeal, in lieu of 
lOlbs., for the last ten days, which we produced, and no flour being served out The 
inspector aiiswereda sayings ' Do you' think this gentleman (pointing to Mr. Holderness) 
' would try to cheat you out of your provisions?' We said we did not care whetlier it 
" was with the intent to cheat or not; all .that we hod to prove to you was that wc were 
'.' clieated, botli in quantity and quality. We aUo said that we wanted our passage money 
" back, or be provided with a better ship. The inspector said, ' You appear to settle 
^' ' the mc^tter yourself, but you must know that I come here to settle tliese matters, and 
" ' you must tubniit to what 1 ,sayr.' We said we were quite willing to submit to his decision, 
*'if be would give us justice; but if he did not, we would try it at the civil court, when 
^ be called one of his officials, and turned the speaker out ; so we told him we would 
" pubiiifeh his name in England, Scotland, and Ireland, and so ended us and the govern- 
" ment ia^peotor* 

" William HfNDaiB.'! 
*^ I certify that the above is a true statement of what occurred. 

''James TuRNEB." 
« 12th October 185a'' 

'■ — ■ Gmrge Ttqfhr. 
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Qeoroe Taylor, also a Passenger by the " Annie Jane ^ when she went out the first 

time, examined : 

1387. Did you go out the second time in the " Annie Jane'' ? — No. 

1388. Did you get your provisions ; were you away at that time ? — No, not the full 
quantity specified by our contract ticket. 

138^. Was it measured out to you ? — The tea and sugar was measured out with a white 
iron measurt^, or tin. 

1390. 1 suppose they ascertained what the measure was ? — I consider they ascertained 
what the measure would be. I do not complain so much of that, but we had no water one 
dAWy and no meal till a day or two before we landed, and then we only eot one pound four 
ounces instead of the whole amount specified in the ticket; that was all we got, ten da^s 
at sea, and we got no flour or salt 

13i^l. And only once oatmeal ?— Yea 

1392. Did you go and ask I — Some of us, but I did not go and aak personally^ but I 
knew there were parties who went and asked. 

1399. [Kd TOO get yonr owa?-— QenieraUy. 

G4 r,.c. 
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60 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN ON AN IlfQUIRY 

George Taylor. 1394 Then you cannot speak as to yourself, that you did not get anjiliing ? — I can 

speak as to myself, that I never got meaL 

4th Nov* 1833, 1395. Did you ask for it ? — 1 believe I did ask once. I said tliat oatmeal was a thin^ I 

should be obliged for if I could get it for us ; Scotchmen had been used to it, but we were 

not under the necessity of pursuing directly after it, because we were provided for the 
voyage. After the masts went we lost most of our provisions, and we wanted it 
13ii6. Did you hear it asked for ? — No, I did not 

1397. Did you go and say you wanted your meal ? — No further than I stated to you. 

1398. Did you complain of any thing to the mate as regarded yourself? — Nothing par- 
ticular* I have complained of the room ; I did remonstrate a good deal about the room 
that we had for cooking our victuals, and the way that we were detained in getting our 
victuals cooked. 

1399. Were they not cooked for you ? — No ; they had just a small galley for cooking in 
and they would not so much as give us warm water. 1 hat was all the space assigned, 
for this purpose, and it was sometimes twelve o'clock before we got our breakfiist 
There was no sort of regular plan for the care, comfort, or convenience of the passengers 
at all. 

1400. What time were you directed to go for the water ? — We were never told any 
specified time to go for water or provisions Whenever we saw others go, the cry H*as 
given for water, or tea, or sugar, and then we all made way for where it was given out 
There was no specified time for it. 

1401. What was the reason you were without water that day ? — I do not know. 

1402. Did you ask for it? — I went and asked for water but it could not be given. 

1403. Was there any reason ?— No. There was no water given out that day. 

1404. What day was that? — I could not say. 

1405. How long before you arrived? — Four days before we arrived. I think it was 
either the first or second day after we lost our masts 

1406. When the passengers went for provisions, were they weighed? — No; I never saw 
anything weighed, and the biscuits, they were just taken up in the hand, and they just gave 
us wliat they thought right. 

1407. Was that complained of? — Yes; I said that was a very irregular way of going to 
work ; we should like to know whether we were getting our quantity. 

1408. Who was that to? — The mate and boatswain, when they were giving them out 

1409. Why did you leave the ship that time ? — I left it seeing the way we were all used, 
and the way things were being conducted on, and the way that she rolled, and the small use 
that she was when she lost her masts. I left it on that account, because my life, I thought, 
would be in imminent danger ; in fact I would not go if they gave me twenty pounds, for 
I foresaw that the ship would be what has happened, and I knew well enough that 
the thing would be the same as it was before, that alterations were made which were not 
carried out 

1410. Was any representation that you know of made to the captain in this matter, with 
regard to those provisions, those grievances, and the treatment Did you say anything to 
the captain?— I am not certain that there was anything said to the captain about it 

141 1. Was the captain a kind and humane man ? — Well, I never saw any of his humanity 
or kindness; He gave himself no trouble for the passengers or for their welfare. 

1412. Was any representation made to him ? — I do not know. 

1413. (Captain Beechey.J If he did not know your grievances, he could not remedy 
them ? — Then it was his duty to look into them ; he should have looked into them, to sec 
that the passengers were rightly treated; a man placed in that position ought not to want 
men to remind him of his duty. 

1414. If you did not get what you wanted to have, your most direct way would have 
been to go and complain to the captain. — Well, I suppose so, but we were new at sea, 
and did not know how to go about it 

1415. Did you know the two passengers having the same number of berths? — I do not 
know, but I believe it was somewhere below the poop, and our place was in the fore 
steerage. 

1416. Some had no berths? — Some had none. 

1417. But you do not know that ? — I cannot vouch for. I do not know it; I did not 
see it myself. 

1418. Were you offered to go out in the ship the second time if you liked ? — Of course, 
they wanted us to go out, but they would not have had any of us go if we got back our 
passage money. 

1419. Have you got back your passage money ? — I have got it back now since the Vessel 
was lost, but 1 bad law about it I was completely sold. Captain Schomberg was said to 
be there at ten o'clock in the morning to lay the iiifoimation, but I uewr saw him there. 

1420. That was the fault, I suppose, of the person you employed ? — The lawyer promised 
to have him there the next morning,but the next morning he received a note from Messrs. 
Holderness and Chilton, with their compliments, saying they were sorry they could not see 
him ; and the next morning we were just in the same fix, and 1 ran about and got bold of 
him, and talked to him for deceiving us this way. 

1421. {Captain Beeckev.) That was between you and the lawyer. You se^ th^re was 
DO case for you ? — I think there was a good case. We never received the provisions specified 
on our tickets. 
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1422. (Captain Beec/iey.J But if you ncTer asked for them ? — They were asked for, but Ckarfft Taghr^ 

I did not ask for them as an individual. Then tlie cargo was not so safe ; it was eyident 

that she should not go to sea. And there was another thing, — the threat that the captwi ^^h Nor. 1858. 
gave, that he would send her to ilie bottom or Quebec. That was the representation that - 

he made to us when she was dismasted. We wanted him to turn back, and he said he 

should either send us to Quebec or the bottom. Tl»en the day following, I think, we made 
out a petition and signed it, all the men but the cabin passengers, and pressed upon him 
to turn back, and at last he did turn back. 

1423. Were the topmasts got up then? — No; there were no jury-masts rigged after 
this. She had been two or three days dismasted. 

1424. What sail was she under? — Slie was under sail, and rigged to carry her on. 

1425. Had she got new masts up?— No. 

1 426. Was she going on under her low sails ? — Yes ; all the sails he could get about him. 

1427. Was the wind fair then?— Yes. 

1428. For Quebec? — I think so: but I could not speak distinctly upon that. 

1429. Have you anything else you want to say ?-* No, there is nothing else. 

14:30. You saw nothing on the part of the captain that was brutal, or improper conduct? 
— No; 1 only saw this thing: that he was not a cautious man; that he was not a man I 
should like .to trust my life under again. And there was another thing: the sail- 
maker and second mate, they were ordered^by Captain Schomberg not to proceed with the 
ship again. We represented in the petition to Captain Schomberg that they had been 
drunk, and kicking up rows in the ship, and abusing some females; and they were ordered 
by Captain Schomberg not to go in the ship again, and they did go. The concern was 
altogether merely a "shove off" or ^-job" to get out to sea again. The repairs put 
upon her were nothing. 

1431. They could not have discharged these men without paying them a month's wages? 
— Well, allowing that, that was nothing ; for it was the order of the government inspector 
that they were not to proceed to sea again ; his order otight to be obeyed. I stated that to 
Captain Schomberg, and he said he knew they were not to go, but he did not pass i i 
and he did not know how they had gone. 



Alexander Kerr, another Passenger in the **Annie Jane'' when she went out the first Alexander Kett. 

examined. , _^ ^ 

1432. Did you get your provisions? — Not as specified in the ticket. ^ 

143:). Did you ask for them? — Yes. 

1434. Who did you ask ? — The first mate. 

1435. What did he say ? — He said he had not time to be bothered with us. 

1436. Did not you get any? — Yes. 

1437. How much ? — I could not say ; I did not weigh it. 

1438. How many days — ^j'ou got all that was right, I suppose, for every day — did you 
get all that was in the list ? — No ; the first time when we went out we got the tea and sugar. 

1439. How much ? — I could not say how much. 

1440. How was it measured ? — It was just given up from below ; they had no measure 
that I saw. 

1441. Did yon go yourself to get it? — Yes. 

14-12. Did not they measure it to you? — They just gave us about a handful. 

1443. Then you might have had more than was allowed? — No. 

1444. As to oatmeal, did you get that? — Yes; we got some when we were turning 
back to come home again. 

1445. Did not you get it every day? — No. 

1446. Did you go and ask for it? — No; I never went and asked for oatmeal. 

1447. Did you ask for bread? — Yes. 

1448. Didyouget it?— Yes. 

1449. Then you have nothing to complain of in point of provisions? — Nothing, except 
that I did not get any flour and salt. 

1430. Did you ask for it? — No, I never did. 

1451. Did you get your water every day ? — There was one day we got none. 

1452. What was the reason? — I do not know ; they did not give ic. 

1453. Did you ask for it? — Yes, we did, often; two or three times in the day. Some- 
times they said they were going to give out water, and we went to fetch it, and they did 
not give it. There was no order kept in the ship, and when 1 went down for water, i 
waited two hours, and they served them just as they came ; the strongest man got first. 

1454. Was that down in the hold ? — Yes. 

1455. Do you recollect when the masts went? — Yes. 

1456. Did you ask the captain to come back ? — No, it was not I that asked him. 

1457. Did you get your berth ? — Yes, 1 did. 

1458. How was the place where you lived; was there plenty of room in the steerage? — 
We were below the sailors, in the forecastle. 

1459. You were not in the poop ? — No ; we were not in the poop. 

1460. Now, when vou came back to Liverpool, did you tell the emigration officer that 

H 
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AUxander Kerr, you were treated badly? — I saw the other men went ; I stood on the outside; Thomas an 

- — William Hendrie went in, and I never went in. 

4th Nov. 1853. 1461. Why did not you go out again in the ship? — Because she was overcrowded; there 

"~'"""'~~" were too many in her ; nor we did not get our victuals cooked, nor anythincj. There was 
no regularity in her. I do not think they were repairing her properly ; it was not suffix 
cient to stand the weather. 

I462« What part does that refer to ? — I did not consider that the mizen-mast was suffi- 
ciently mended. 

1468. Did you make any complaints yourself? — No, I did not; I had nothing to do 
with it. 

1464. Did you get any compensation? — Yes; two shillings; but I did not know that it 
was compensation. I thought she would perhaps lie more days. I was not told what it 
was for ; I just got the money. 

1465. And you were satisfied? —No, I was not satisfied to go with her. 

1466. You were satisfied to take the money? — Yes; but I did not know it was com- 
pensation money. 

1467. What did you think it was for? — I thought perhaps she was to lie there more days. 

1468. Did they offer you to go again in her, if you liked? — Yes. 

1469. And you did not want to go? — No ; i did not want to go if I could have got my 
passage money back again, and gone with another ship. 

1470. Did you get your passage money back ? — Not at that time. 

1471. You did afterwards? — Yes; 1 took Captain Schomberg to get it back. 

Captain Beechey ; You know very well it was Mr. Holdemess's liberality to give 
it to you. You were not entitled to it. 

147'2. Did you see any weights and measures on board the ship? — No, I did not; there 
were no such things that ever 1 saw. 

1473. Did you go up to where they were measuring their provisions out? — The provi* 
sions were not given out every day. Sometimes we were told just to come for the provisions 

1474. Then you went sometimes when they measured them out ? — Yes, always. 

1475. And you did n(»t see the measures ? — There were no measures. 

1 47 6. How did they measure out the oatmeal ? — They had something for measuring it out. 

1477. Was it a mug, or a basin, or measure ? — Some kind of a mug ; I did not see what it 
was; I saw some kind of a ju«r, or something of that kind. 

1478. They measured it in a jug, and put it into your basin ? — Yes. 

1479. How much did you get? — Well, I could not say ; I did not weigh it 

1480. How did they measure the biscuit? — The man just took them out of the box, and 
gave them to us with his hand. 

1481. He gave you a handful ? — Yes. 

1482. Did you know how much you were allowed ? — Yes. 
148;3. You had the list?— Yes. 

1484. Did you think you got your weight ? — Well, I think we had plenty, for my part 



John Taylor. John Taylor, another Passenger in the " Annie Jane," when she went out the first 

■ ■■ time, examined. 

1485. Where did you live in the *' Annie Jane?" — In the forecastle. 

1486. Did you go for your provisions every day ? — Yes. 

1487. Did you get them ? — Sometimes we did, and sometimes we did not 
14H8. Weie they measured out to you? — No. 

1489. How did they give them out ? — Just what they thought was the quantity for us; 
1 went for two, for a brother-in-law and mysiif, and 1 saw them give as much for one as twa 

1490. Did you get any water? — There were such a quantity went down at the time, 
and those that were in the bow first were best served; and then we were obliged to help 
our neighbours if they had none, 

1491. Were you one day entirely without water? — There was one day, I think, that there 
was none in the ship got any. 

1492. Do you know the reason ? — I could not say what the reason was ; they said the 
reason was because they had been so much taken up by the wreck, when she lost her masts, 
that they could not get it attended to ; that was their statement. 

1493. Was that the day after they lost the masts? — That was the day after they lost the 
masts. 

1494. Did you make any complaint when you came back? — Yes; we went, and there 
was a petition made out before we came ashore that was shown to the inspector. 

1495. You got paid two shillings for your week's provisions ? — We were told afterwards 
that it was for provisions, but we received it for compensation for the time we were lying 
there. 

1496. Who gave it to you ? — I do not know who he was; he was one of the clerks that 
came down to the ship. 

1497. The time that you were lying there ? — I think he came the first di^, and jpaid us 
four shillings each ; and then there was no more till Monday. 
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Captain Schomberg recalled, and examined. 

1498. Having heard the evidence of the three last witnesses, have you any remark to 
make? — On the arrival of the " Annie Jane," a deputation of pabsengers came to me in 
my oflSce, stating various complaints, in nearly the same shape as I have already heard I 
sent for the owner and the captain, that they might be present and hear those complaints. 
I told the captain, in the presence of the owner, that he conducted himself most improperly, 
and that his conduct was very reprehensible in not taking more care of his passengers, and 
that he was guilty of the most gross carelessness. He replied that he had great anxiety 
about his ship, and that there never had b»en the slightest want in his ship ; that 
the people were too lazy to come out of their berths for their oatmeal, and that the 
oatmeal was always there, and that his mates were serving out provisions and water 
all day long. On Mr. Holderness, the owner, hearing these words, he said, ** Captain 
" Schomberg, I will give these passengers anything that is reasonable ; as I have observed, 
<< although there has been no want there, still has been great carelessness on the part of the 
*^ captain, but he is an old servant of mine, and, under the circumstances of the ship having 
*« lost her masts, it is probable these irregularities have occurred." He then said he would 
give them the contract price for a week's provisions, and, as I am in the Imbit of seeing 
compensation made for complaints of this description, i considered it, under the circumstances, 
a fair compensation, having heard the evidence of the cabin passengers and Lieutenant Ko6e 
in favour of tlie captain, and also what the captain had to say in his defence. Several passen^ 
gers were present when Mr. Holderness made this ofier, and no objection was made. Two 
days before the ship sailed, Mr. Owen, an attorney, came to my office, and stated he had 
400 clients in the ^' Annie Jane" thai wanted compensation for not getting their provisions 
according to contract I said I wondered at such a thing, as they had already received a 
compensation ; at any rate, I thought so. He replied, " No," and asked me to meet him 
at the police court the following morning, which I did. Two passengers were present ; one 
Hendrie, who had not received that compensation — and I then stated to the owner that I 
should lay an information against the captain. The owner stated that it would probably 
detain the ship, which would be a great loss ; and, therefore, as regarded these passengers, 
if they would accept their money back he was quite ready to give it them, and the thing 
was at an end. I then stated J. would not lay any information where the compensation 
had been received. 



Qipt SehomUrg. 
4th Nov. 1853. 



Angus Mathieson, Passenger on board the "Annie Jane," examined. 

1499. Who sent you here? — Mr. Muirhead and Captain Crawford, from Glasgow. 

1500. What have you to state about the ** Annie Jane"? — What I have to state, I believe 
I have stated in Glasgow, I suppose you have it before you there {referring to n declaration 
which had been received on the previous day,) 

1501. You say, " In your opinion, and in the opinion of the other passengers with whom 
"you talked upon the subject, it would have been quite practicable for the captain to have 
"put about the ship and made the main land and west coast of Scotland, provided he had 
" done so in time after receiving said petition, and before it became impossible for him to 
"clear the island of Barra. The captain, however, was quite obstinate in his refusal to 
" return." What time was that ? — Some time before the wreck, and we put on a petition to 
him. 

1502. How many days before the wreck? — We were not many days out when we lost the 
topmasts, and a day or two after that we put on a petition to the captain, and he never 
looked to the petition, but threw it overboard. 

1503. He knew what it was about, 1 suppose ? — ^Yes. 

1504. Did you tell him?— He knew what it was about, because he got a petition the first 
time, about the same thing, and then he knew what it was about. 

1505. Have you ever been at sea? — No, till I went on board the "Annie Jane" as a 
passenger. 

1506. Did you get your provisions served out regularly ? — We did not get them served 
out regularly the first time, but the second time we did. 

1507. Were they measured ?— They were measuring and weighing them the second time, 
and we were getting them regularly. 

1508. " A man named Ross, from Glasgow, presented a petition to the captain ;" — was 
that so ?— Yes. 

1509. In the name of the emigrants, to go back?— Y^'es. 

1510. And you say " the captain stood on his course for Quebec notwithstanding the 
state of the ship and the requests of the passengers." What was the state of the ship? — 
She was in a disabled state ; one way, because she had lost her main-topmast, foremast, 
jib-boom, and some square yards. I cannot name them, because I am not a seaman. 

1511. But he could put others up, and intended to do so, probably, when the weather 
moderated ? — I suppose that he could do it properly that day. 

1512. Were you put to the pumps? — Yes. I was for two nights and a day at the pumps. 

1513. Were most of the emigrants assisting at the pumps? — Yes. 

1514. What time did they begin? — ^The last night we were at the pumps wa« the night 
of the wreck. 

H 2 
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Angm Mathkion. 1515. And for how long was that? — I could not say, but we were at the pumps for dajt 

' and nights. 

4th Nov. 1853. 1516. How long after you sailed did you bep^in ? — I could not be very exact to the time. 

■ 1517. Was the ship rolling much? — Yes, very much. 

1518. This is your declaration, is it? {hatutinff witness the declaration received tlie day 
before.) — Yes. 

1519. And this is all correct? — As far as I know, I think it is true. 

1520. This was made out in Glasgow by Mr. Muirhead, and you believe it to be true? 
— Yes, as far as I can judge, I think it is true. 

1521. The petition was pitched overboard after you sailed the second time. Is that 
true ? — Ye?. 



Abrokam Brooks. Abraham Brooks, whose declaration was also received on the previous day, examined. 

^"■— """■""' 1522. Did you give this declaration {alluding to the declaration received) to Mr. Muir- 

head ? — Yes. 

1523. You presented a petition to the captain to return back, did you not? — Yes. 

1524. But you thought it first prudent to consult the chief mate? — Yes. 

1525. Have you ever been at sea? — Not before. 

1 526. You do not know anything about the masts and sails of the ship ? — Not a gi'eat deal. 

1527. You say she was in a very disabled state, and you asked the captain to return ?— 
She lost her fore-topmast, her foreyard and jibboom, and we thought then that she was in a 
disabled state. But a few of us considered that we were not very qualified to ascertain, and we 
went to the chief mate to ascertain, and he to?d ns it was not his business to give advice in 
that affair; but this much he said: ^^From the state that the ship is in, she will never 
arrive at Quebec." Those are just his words, that othei*s will prove. 

1528. What was the mate's name? — Mr. Bell, the chief mate. 

1529. He was drowned '•*- Yes. 

1530. What did the captain say? — He said that we had got our will the first time of 
returning, but he would have the satisfaction of taking us forward this time. 

1531. What did he do? — He took the petition, and tore it to pieces. 

1532. Was that the second time? — This wds the second time that she went out. 
1.533. Was the weather fine then? — No, it was pretty rough at the time. 

1534. Was the ship rolling? — Yes. 

1535. What was the state of the passengers? — They were all agreed that she was not 
in a state for proceeding, and they wished us to draw up a petition, Jind, after it was drawn 
up, they all signed it^ with tl)e exception, 1 think, of five. 

1536. Who were they? — 1 could not tell the names. 

1537. Cabin or steerage passengers? — We did not go to the cabin passengere. 

1538. And what were they about ? — Putting up more sails and more yards. 

1539. That is the crew. Were they trying to get on ? — Yes. 

1540. What did you complain of? — We complained of the insufficient supply of pro- 
visions, and the captain not returning. 

1541. Was that the second time? — That was the first time we complained of the pro- 
visions. 

1542. You got compensation for that? — Perhaps I got it, but I never was aware of it. 
It never was stated to me, because I never understood that. 

1543. What is this you complain of now ? — The second time we complained of the captain 
not returning when we requested him. We all claimed our passage-money to be returned. 

1544. I suppose the captain thought that he might goon? — Well, I cannot speak for 
him ; he went on. 

1545. I suppose he had got spare topmasts, and spare mizen, and sails, if he had liked 
to have put them up? — I could not say about that, what was his number of sails; they 
were all stowed below, I suppose. 

1546. Did he take observations properly, to determine where the ship was? — I am not 
skilled in that affair. 

1547. Did he seem to be a careful man, always doing what was best for the ship? — Tliat 
is not easy to say. 

1548. Is there anything else? — No; I think his not returning when we requested him 
was the worst ; he might have saved us. 

1549. The crew, I suppose, were all trying to do their best to set the ship in order ? — 
The second time they did, as far as I know. 

1550. Were were you when the ship struck ?~ I had just been at the pumps. 

1551. Where you in the cabin ? — In the poop. 

1552. Were you saved on the poop ? — Yes. 

1553. Did the mate come down and tell you you were in danger ? — There was no one 
gave us information ; the first thing that we knew was from feeling her aground, and there 
were a great number in their bedi, who, if notice had been given, it is verj' probable 
would have had some clothes on and been on deck, and made an effort to save themselves. 

1554 How soon did the water break into the cabin after she struck ?•<— It commenced 
brealdng up the fore part of the ship, and she gradually gave way. 
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• 1555. How was she lying when she gave way ? — She turned broadside to the weather. Abraham Brooks. 

1556. Were you amongst tlie passengers that tried to get in out of one cabin into tlie - 
other? — Yes, and succeeded. 4th Nov. 1853. 

1557. You broke the bulkhead down, I suppose ? — I did not do it myself, but with the 

help of others we did. 

1558. Was there any water in the cabin then ? — Not at the time 1 went in, but very 
shortly there warf. 

1559. Were any people drowned then ? — None at this time to my knowledge ; but 1 made 
way for the companion, and got up there, and by this time the water was coming in very 
much. 

1560. By the sea breaking over? — Yes; the fore part of the ship was entirely broken 
up by this time. 

1561. How did you save yourself? — By getting through to the cabin, and then going 
through the companion up to the poop. At seven o*clock in the morning I got ashore. 

1562. Where did you gco to when you got ashore; to Mr. M'Lellan's house, or the 
other? — I was asked by Mr. M^Lellan to go to his house, and he said he would take 
charge of any articles that came ashore. 

1563. He treated you very well, did not he ? — I do not know. I suppose he did. 

1564. Have you anything more to say ?— No ; 1 do not think tliere is anything else. 

1565. Do you know what became of the chief mate ? — He was drowned. 

1566. Do you know how? — All that 1 saw of him was, I saw his dead body ou tlie 
beach. 

1567. You did not see anything of him that night ? — Yes. 

1568. Where was it? — He was in the cabin. 

1569. Where you were ? — Yes, but he went away. 

1570. Where to? — 1 do not know where he went to. 

1571. Did he speak to you? — No, he said nothing. 

1572. This is your statement ? {handing to the witness the declaration received the previous 
day,) — ^Yes. 



Wjlliam Mooue, Sailmaker in the ^* Annie Jane," recalled, and examined. William Moors. 

1573. What damage was done to the ship on the larboard side of the forecatle; how low — — 
down was it ?— About level with the channel. 

1574. What else ? — It was planked over after it was found out 

1575. There was more than one, was there not ? — No. 

1576. What did the carpenter do? — He nailed a plank and canvas over it, 

1577. Was there anything under water? — No. 

1578. How did she take the water in there ? — She shipped a sea. 

1579. She would not take much in there? — Oh ! yes, the timbers were all bare. 

1580. What knocked the plank out? — Working and heavy weather together. 

1581. Straining?— Yes. 

1582. It happened when the mast fell ? — No ; when the mast fell that remained as it was. 

1583. Then it was the straining of the sinp that worked the plank out ? — I suppose it 
was that and the severity of the weather. We did not discern it for some time ; when we, 
first discerned it we were getting a temporary jibboom out. 

1584. When you lost your spars the second time, before you made St. Kilda, what sail 
was the ship under? Had you got any jury sails and yards, and masts up? — Yes, wc had 
the foresail set. 

1585. What was tlie foresail ? — The main-topgallant sail. I made a mistake; it was the 
crossjack, not the main-topgallant sail that was bent. 

1586. Why did not you take a topsail? — We had not a yard fit to set it, and no place for 
lifts to spread the yard. 

1587. You got the crossjack on, instead of the main-topgallant sail? — Yes. 

1588. Had you got the main-topmast up? — Yes, we had the main-topmast up then, and 
double-reefed topsail. 

1589. Then the ship was properly rigged, as well as she could be ? — As far as we coidd 
manage it ; we could hardly move, it was as much as we could do to hold on. 

1590. Why ? — So much as she w as knocked about. It was almost dangerous to go along 
the deck. 

1591. Was she making any way with that sail ? — Yes, about five knots. 

1592. How was the wind then ?— Westward. 

1593. Quarterly? — Yes, abaft the beam. 

1594. What had you for a mainsail ? — We had no mainsail. 

1595. You had a topmast studding sail for a mainsail ? — Yes, we had a topmast studding 
sail for a mainsail when we lost the masts altogether, and as long as we could keep it set; 
we took it down when it came on to blow ; sl>e was not able to carry it wlien the w^nd 
iresliened np. 

1596. Then you lost that jury-yard again ; did not you ? — Yes. 

1597. After that ?— Yes. 

1598. When you lost the main-topmast and main-yard» and the main-masthead? — No, 
I beg your pardon, sir, she ran ashore with her jury-foreyard set, and crossjack. 
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ffiOtam Moore. 1599. Where was the main-topgallant sail then ?-*> She ran ashore under the cron* 

jack and close-reefed mizen- topsail. 

4th Nov. 1853. 1600. Call to mind what sail you had when you were standing towards Burra? We 

"■""" had a cross-jack and close-reefed topsails ; we could not carry any more. 

1601. Anything on the mainmast? — Nothing. 

1602. Was the main-topmast up ? — The main*topmast was gone. 

1603. You had a spare one? — The mainmast head was gone, top and all. 

1604. And it was clear she would do nothing on a wind ? — No, not a bit; not in heavy 
weather. 

1605. And did you haul the wind that time when you saw Burra ? — We kept her free^ 
thinking that she would weather Burra, and she drifted down and the wind beaded her. 

1606. On the 23d, it was Friday, you lost these masts ? — We lost the fore-topmast, 
foreyard, and jibboom ; that was on the 15th. 

J 607. Five or six days after you set sail ? — Yes. 

160)^. This was about a fortnight after you sailed; that is, five days before you were 
wrecked, you lost the topmast, the mainyard, and the jury-foreyard? — No; that is wrong. 

1609. What did you lose?— After we lost the fore-topmast and the foreyard, and jib- 
boom, we lost the main-topmast, the main-topsail-yard, the mainyard, and the head of the 
mainmast, and all the rest stood. 

1610. And not the jury-foreyard? — No. 

1611. What day was that on? — I do not know what day it was; I had enough to do, 
by George, to attend to the duty of the ship. 

1612. And the day after that you put her head southward to go back ? — No; we went 
back, intending to touch Londonderry to get a steam-tug. After we lost the main-topmast and 
mainyard, and the head of the mainmast, we bore up for Londonderry — for the nearest port 

1613. That was the same day, was it ? — Yes. 

1614. Then the next day you got up a jury foreyard, and set the main-topgallant-sail 
on It for a foresail ? — That is a mistake that I made. 

1615. You did not only say that, but the mate said the same thing. Wliat was the 
jury-foreyard made of? — A rough spar; an eight-square spar. 

1616. I'hen you put back from that time, and made the best of your way for London- 
derry. Could he have done better than that? — I do not know. It was his intention to 
get to the nearest port, so far as I could learn. 

1617. What would you have done? — I am no navigator, but I should have done the 
same ; put back and turned into the nearest port. 

1618. He did his best, I suppose, to weather Barraand put the ship In safety? — Yes, he 
did; and he told me personally himself, ** If I weather Barra, and if I find myself getting 
too near the shore, I can put ipto a poii;." 

1619. If you had had a better crew, could you have got your masts up more readily? 

I think we might have done a deal better if we had been all one sort, that is. Englishmen 
instead of Canadians, from the first beginning to the last 

1620. You would have saved the masts? — Yes; we would have saved the masts, and 
would not have had half the accidents we had. We might certainly have lost some of the 
masts with rolling, but we might have managed a deal better if we had had only a proper 
crew. I have been in the navy, and also in the merchant service, and I never saw such 
a ^botherinij set of people in my life. I have been five years in the navy. 

1621. When that chain went over the side, did the whole chain go overboard? — Yes; 
the whole of the starboard cable. 

1622. Was there not some of it below ? — No ; not below, there was no place for it below. 

1623. Are you sure of that ? — Certain. 

162-1. Had you anything to do with the ranging? — Yes, I had. 

1625. Were both cables, the whole of them, on deck ? — Yes. 

1626. Where were ihey clinched? — The whole of them were lashed to a ringbolt along- 
side of the fore part of the main hatch. 

1627. Brought round the house? — Straight along the deck, and ranged fore and aft 
the house. 

1628. Were the ends lashed together ? —No, separate; one end to each. 

1629. Did the whole cable go overboard? — Yes, the lashing was cut off. 

1630. The whole cable went away ? — Yes. 

1631. You are quite sure there was no place to put cables below ? — No, there was not, 
but 1 have been in several ships where the chains were on deck, and they never seemed to 
get any hurt I have seen them in boxes fixed on deck, and I never saw them do any hurt 

1632. Properly secured? — Yes; I have seen chains the same way in a new ship where 
they never took any hurt, properly lashed with three inch and a half rope, with three good 
lashings on them. Some of the ringbolts drew, and the lashings gave way. 

1633. Was she rolling?— Yes. 

1634. Were you discharged from the " Annie Jane'*? — No. 

1635. Were you not discharged from her when she came in the first time ? No ; I wish 

I had been. 
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Donald Frazer, Carpenter, examined. 
1696. What were you in the ^' Annie Jane" ? — A steerage passenger. DatuMid Fraier. 

1637. When you went out the first time, did you hear the passengers ask the captain ^a tJ~iq*;q 
to go back ?— Yes ; he said he would. ^ ^^ ^^^- ^^^^• 

1638. And did he?— Yes. 

1639. Were you one who signed the petition % — Yes. 

1640. What did he say ? — He threw the petition overboard, and he said, " You had 
your will once, and I will have my will now." 

1641. Do you remember on what day this occurred ?— It was on Wednesday, two days 
after we lost the masts, when we presented the petition. 

1642. Was a passenger of the name of Captain Rose in the ship ?— Yes ; and his lady. 

1643. Was he present when you presented the petition ? — No. 

1644. What did the captain then do ?— He came down and said he would turn back, and 
the man at the helm said he had turned back. 

1646. Did he turn back?— No, sir; the next day we heard him give a course to the 
man at the wheel, and the boatswain then said he had turned for Quebec. 

1646. How was the weather then ?— Moderate ; the ship was close hauled on the 
larboard tack. Mr. Bell told me and others, after the foremast was gone, that the wind 
was fair for Liverpool to enable us to turn back, but that he did not think the captain 
was making any exertion to put the ship in order to take her back to Liverpool. 

1647. Was any one persuading the captain to go on ? — I was told by the crew that 
Captain Rose persuaded him to go on. 

1648. Did you hear the first and second mates tell Captain Rose it was all his fault 
the ship was lost ? — I was informed by some of the survivors that they heard the first and 
second mates say to Captain Rose to that effect. That was when the ship was about to run 
ashore. 

1649. Where were you on the night of the wreck ? — I was in bed ; I was very tired, 
having been at the pumps all day. I was awoke by one of the passengers telling me the 
ship M^iis close upon the rocks. I rushed up, and perceived the rocks on both sides of us. 
I ruslied liown to dress, and had just put on my trousers, when the ship struck. None of 
the passengers had been informed at this time, as far as I am aware; many of them were 
in their beds. 1 was in the poop cabin with a great many passengers; in a few minutes 
the sea began to break the ship up. We broke through the bulkheads into the after 
cabin. Soon after that the poop cabin, filled with passengers, was washed away. The 
passengers in the steerage tried to get up, and were washed back again ; there were a great 
number of them, and a very few got up. We stopped where we were till the mizen-must 
broke and cut the ship in two. We then scrambled up to the stern windows, where we 
remained till about seven in the morning, when we found ourselves close upon the rocks, 
having been driven up by the sea during the night. We were on a sandy beach. Captain 
Rose and his lady were in the cabin on the lee side ; and after the cabin had been washed 
away, the captain called out, ^'Captain Rose, how are you?* There was no reply; 
Captain Rose and his lady were afterwards taken out of their own cabin dead. The 
Catholic priests were taken out of their cabin dead. 

1650. Was the captain sober at the time? — To the best of my belief he was. I never 
saw him drunk while I was on board. 

1651. Was the captain a civil man? — I caunot say; we had little to do with him; we 
have no reason to complain of the captain's conduct in any way. 

1652. Did he appear to attend to his duties? — I never saw him much on deck ; I have 
seen him on deck smoking Ids cigar; I have also seen him taking observations with Captain 
Rose. He seemed to be a careful man about his observations. I was on deck a great deal 
in the day-time, but not much at night, therefore I cannot say whether the captain appeared 
on deck at night. The accommodation for the passengers was very bad ; the water-closets 
were very bad. After the foremast went, one of the closets was damaged by the sea; the 
captain then ordered all ihe others to be done away with ; the women, in consequence, had 
nowhere to go, and not liking to expose themselves on the upper deck where the men were, 
they went down into the steerage. The ship was in a very filthy state in consequence. The 
sleeping accommodation for the men and women was very indecent; the beds of the single 
men were only separated from those of the single women by a partition of wood, about six 
or seven inches in depth. 

1653. When were the passengers put to the pumps ? — After the foremast went, everv 
time a gale of wind sprung up. The chain cables were always breaking adrift, swinging 
about the deck; one broke a man's leg. The Canadian sailors did not appear to have 
been much at sea; they were afraid to go aloft. Very few of them spoke English. 

1654. What sail were you under on the day you saw St. Kilda ? — Mizen-topsaiJ, jury- 
foresail, jib and main-staysail. 

1655. Did the ship roll much ? — Yes, it made no difference whether it was calm or 
much wind, she always rolled till her water ways were under water. Mr. Bell and all the 
crew said they never were on board a ship that rolled like her. 
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llth and IQth November 1853. 
/?. Stevens. Evidence of Richard Stevens, Seaman of the ** Annie Jane." 



• 4tli Nov. 1853. 1656. State what you know of ilie loss of the " Anuie June"? — The crew consisted of 

four English seamen when we first started; fifteen Canadians (two of them good seamen); 

four carpenters (two of them French). The names of the carpenters were : — ^James Boyd, 
Belfast (without wages); James Marshall, Sunderland, ditio; Uhalt Gagnon, Canada, 
di^to : Edward Durant, ditto, ditto. (Afterwards we added six able seamen.) On Mon- 
day morning, I'ith September, at four o'clock, we were under close-reefed topsails; the 
ship was labouring very heavily ; we lost the foremast head, and the foreyard, and to clear 
the wreck which was under the bows the carpenter cut the heel lashings ofthe jibboom, and 
that broke the bowsprit at the cap. 

About the same time, the starboard limber head that secured the wheel ropes started 
with the working of the ship. We cleared the wreck and stood on. On Wednesday, the 
I4th, we got the crossjack on the foremast, and the next day, the forestay sail on her. We 
laboured very heavily — rolled the top gallant forecastle under. After the foreyard went, 
some of the passengers asked the captaui to go back to Liveq^ool. The ship stood towards 
Livei-pool about a day. About sunset the captain ordered for Quebec again, the ship 
lying N.N.W., moderate weather. Next morning the passengers remonstrated with the 
captain about the course he was steering to Quebec, and the captain said, " Quebec or the 
bottom, and a bullet for the first man that offers to take charge ; " and he kept on his course 
on the port tack. My opinion is that the ship was not in a fit state to go on. Site rolled 
to such a degree that if she had had new masts she would have served them the same trick, 
for the cari^o was stowed too low. About the 21 st the maintopsail sheet went by the deck. 
The captain desired the sail to be taken in, but we could not get seamen enough to go 
aloft It was however sec again, but it was split by the flapping, and was afterwards blown 
away. About this time the chain cables were knocking about from side to side, and broke 
a CanadiaTi's leg. We had no chain lockers to secure them, and they were lashed to the ring 
bolts and spars, but they broke away, and,finding we could not secure them, we un$hackle<l the 
lee one, and let it go overboard. I am certain we had no chain locker. About eight hours 
after the topsail was set again, split as it was, the parrel ofthe yard having gone and knocking 
about; the captain said to me, *^ Go up and cut the lee clue of the main-topsail,'' but the 
main lift being gone, I knew the yard would top up and down, and perhaps cant me over- 
hoard. Then he said, " Go up and cut the lee rigging of the main-topmast, and then the 
'* weatheTj whilst I cut the bock stays, when you come down, to let the main topmast goover- 
" board." The main-topmast fell, and carried away the mainyard, and' mainmast head. 
The night before this the life boat at the davits was filled by the rolling of the vessel. It 
was then blowing very hard from the westward. The ship was labouring fearfully ; we had 
no sail set. In a day and a half we set the close-reefed mizen topsail. Before this the 
Jury-foreyard came down with a run, the slings having been chafed through by the rolling. 
We lashed the foreyard as well as we could to the stanchion, but the vessel was rolling so 
heavily that the second mate to save the stanchion ordered the foreyard to be cut away. 
But two or three days after this the captain bore up for Liverpool. We set the main-top* 
gallantsail for a foresail. We got the staysail on the mainmast and the jib. I heard we 
were at this time 60° north ; the wind was moderate. We steered southward for three days, 
the wind became scant. I heard the captain say '^ if she didn't lie higher than south she 
wouldn't weather tV," meaning I suppose " Barra head." The ship was rolling very heavily, 
and always rolled heavily even in a calm. On the morning of the 28th the captain said, 
"Go and haul the Frenchmen out of their beds; if you don't look sharp the ship will be 
ashore." We stood on all day ; about four o'clock p.m. I saw the loom of the land on the 
lee beam, and as soon as it was dark I saw the Barra light; the ship was then on the star- 
board tack. Finding we could not weather the light we wore round on the larboard tack; 
and still finding we could not do anything, the captain set her into Vatersay Bay, and ran 
her ashore. She took the ground, struck very hard, and in about an hour the bottom was 
out of her. She very soon broke up. The passengers and crew rushed to the boats. 
She first began to break up amidships : the passengers left the pumps, rushed first to the 
boats, and then to the poop cabin, where a great many died by crowding, and being 
drowned by the overheeling of the vessel. Everything was being washed about, cargo, 
and chests and boxes were rolling about, women were trying to save their children, and all 
was confusion. I don't know what happened. I heard the second mate say to Captain 
Kose, "This is all your doing; if you had not advised Captain Mason to go on, this would 
not have happened." 

We had six water-closets for the pa.ssengers on board, on the upper deck, tliree on eaeh 
side. The two on the starboard side got stoved by the casks getting adrift ; the others 
were either knocked down or washed away. They were put up in a very slight temporary 
manner. The ship was in a very filthy state in the steerage below; the people were afraid 
to go on deck ; there was no way of clearing out the berths. I can't say the captain was 
not sober, he did not do his best to refit the ship after she lost her masts. It was his 
fault that the jury-yards and masts were not up quicker, as he did not give orders for them. 
Captain Rose and the mate said, ** They might have been got up by this time." I think if 
we bad got up all the sails we could quickly, we might have got round Barra*. I have 
never sailed before in a ship laden with a cargo of iron. 
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1657. Have you any complaint to make against the captain ? — I have no particular 
complaint against the captain, but I think he used a great deal of bad language, and was 
given to blows, and though I never saw him drink, I often thought he was not as be should 
be. I don't think he looked well after his passengers. 

12th November, 1853. (Signed) Richard Stevens. 



R. Stevens. 



4th Nov. 1853. 



Examination of Mr. William Mason, Master of the late Ship ^^ Annie Jane," lost on the 
28th of September, in Vatersay Bay, Barra Island. 

1658. What is your name? — William Mason. 

1659. What was your rank on board the *' Annie Jane f ' — Captain. 

1660. How long have you been in the merchant service ? — Thirty-six years. 

1661. What is the number of your certificate ? — 51,385. 

1662. Is it a certificate of competency or of service? — A certificate of service. 

1663. When did you join the ** Annie Jane ?" — Six weeks before she sailed. 

1664. Was her cargo on board when you joined? — No; she was in the graving dock 

1665. Of what did the cargo consist? — Chiefly of iron, copper, machinery, and ropes. 

1666. How many tons did she take in ? — About 1050 tons. 

1667. Where was the iron stowed ? — On the floor there was dunnage the whole length of 
the ship fourteen inches thick. Bar iron was on the dunnage, laid open to raise it high up 
On the bar iron was railway iron from foremast to mainmast. On railway iron was 
machinery and oakum to stow it. In the centre of main hatch was a boiler and several 
anchors and chains ; and these, with ropes, reached the deck. There were 400 .tons of iron, 
rope, and soap, with some heavy machinery stowed in the 'tween decks, between the fore- 
mast and mainmast, full to the deck. Abaft the mainmast the space was appropriated to 
passengers, and in the after hold there was about twenty-five tons of carriage springs, and 
fifty tons of Canada plates, and a quantity of pig iron, perhaps fifty tons ; then two tiers ol' 
water casks, and the passengers' provisions. 

1668. What was before the foremast? — Four chain cables, under the coals, with the 
water casks. 

1669. What was the draft of water? — Twenty and a half feet aft, and nineteen feet two 
inches forward, the first time; and nineteen feet three inches fore and aft the. second time. 

1670. Have you ever been in a vessel before that carried iron? — Many times, in far 
greater quantities, but vessels of less tonnage. 

1671. Have you any rules for stowage of iron ? — Yes ; pigeon-court it to raise it as much 
as possible, to keep the ship easy. 

1672. EKd you see that this was done in the case of the *^ Annie Jane ?" — Yes. 

1673. What control have you over the stevedore ? — If he does not stow it to our satisfac- 
tion, we make him alter it at his own expense. 

1674. Have you ever commanded an emigrant ship before? — Many times; once for 
Government, from Calcutta to Jamaica. 

1675. Relate what took place from when you first left Liverpool ?— I left Liverpool on 
the 24th of August. I passed the Rachlin Island on the next day, at twelve o'clock ; and 
on the 26th, about noon, being squally at the lime, the three topmasts and mizenmast 
head went over the side, the wind N.E. I cleared away the wreck, and bore to the South 
Channel, and arrived at Liverpool on the 31st, in the evening, after being seven days out. ; 
The ship was refitted, and I shifted about 100 tons of the Canada plates and pig iron to the 
'tween aecks from the after hold, and put light freight in its place, from the 'tween decks,, 
to ease the ship. 

1676. How do you account for the masts going? — By the violent rolling of the ship. 

1677. Whose watch was it ? — Mr. Bell's, the chief mate. The masts went to leeward. I 
was on deck at the time. 

1678. What sail had you set ? — Two lop gallant-sails and three whole topsails, all the sails 
except the royals, the royal yards having been sent down on deck about an hour before, to 
ease the ship. 

1679. After the ship had been repaired, relate what took place? — Sailed again on the 
9th September, and again steered through the North Channel, wind SS.E. Everything 
was favourable until the morning of the 12ih, when, i-unning under double-reefed topsails 
about half-past 11 p.m. the foreyard broke in the slings. I was on deck at the time; the 
ship was rolling very heavily, and the foremast head went close by the rigging, and also the 
head of the bowsprit. We were then steering W.N.W. ; we hauled to wind, wind shifted to 
south-west, and blew so heavily for two days as to prevent us from doing anything ; the 
ship laboured much, and the upper or main deck was constantly full of water; we were 
then under two close-reefed topsails. At this time the passengers came to request me to 
go back. I told them it was impossible to do so. There was some altercation, and I heard 
some one say that he would take the ship from me. I said that I would blow tlie first 
man's brains out who attempted to. 1 then told the passengers in reply to their urgent 
entreaties, that 1 would go to the nearest port, which satisfied them partly. We were in 
about latitude 56'' N., and longitude ll"" W. 

On the 18th we set a crossjack on main-top sailyard for a foresail, and wore round, got 
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ffiBkum Mason, two staysails between mainmast and foremast, and set the jib and fore-staysail. This was 

— - three days after the passengers requested me to return. I could not return till 1 got 

4th Not. 1853. these sails up. The wind was then north-west, and 1 steered a southerly course, making 

• — for Londonderry. Shortly after the wind shifted to south-west, and I turned the shq^ 

head to windward, to keep her off* the land. 

On the 19th it came on to blow hard again from south-west The main-topsail-sheet 
broke ; the men said no person could get up aloft. I toldt hem to follow me, and climbed up 
to furl the sail. On coming down I fancied the step of the mainmast had given way, as 
the rigging slackened so much, and the apron showed that the mast had sunk. I called 

the attention of the carpenter to it, and found it had sunk. We girted in the rigging, 

the ship rolling very heavy. The same night the foreyard gave way, and was lost wiSi 
the sail, and the life-boat was washed away from to leeward, carrying with it the davits. 

The roainyard, main-topmast, and mainmast head also went over in consequence of the 
rigging drawing the chain-plates. The ship rolling heavily, we could not stand to do 
anything. We laid to in about latitude 58^ and longitude 9*^ west, the wind at the time 
blowing a hurricane. We were driving north, and saw no land. It came on then to 
be more moderate, and on the 22d we bent a topgallant-sail on a topgallant- mast spar for 
a foresail. About this time a sea struck the ship and broke the spare lower-yard on the 
deck in three pieces, and set the chains on deck, one of which got through the bulwarks 
and ovef ihe -gUiiTfaiu, «nt} ttn^bs^kled the cable and let it go overboard : about seventy- 
five fathoms of it was thus lost Oiv^ man had his leg broken in trying to secure it. After 
this the wind moderated and blew norttt^rly* On the 24th September, we set jib, foresail 
(was a U^galtant-sail), two jibs between foKe and mainmast, topmast-studdingsail set for a 
mainsail, a mizen-topsail and a mizen. We^ were able to carry these sails, and went at 
the rate of five knots an hour until the morning of the 28th, the wind during this time 
being N.W. 

Oin the morning of the 28th at 10 o'clock we saw St. Kilda's bearing E. by N., about 
fifteen miles distant About noon the wind shifted to W.S.^-; we then steered south. 
At 2 o'clock p.m. we saw Barra Head south about ten miles"; the wind freshened to a 
gale, until foresail, staysail, and close-reefed mizen-topsail were the only sails set The 
wind now blew a hurricane, and at 10 p.m. the light bore S.S.W. ^n,^^ 

We wore round to gain a sandy bay which I had in sight, in order thab4 might run the 
ship ashore to save as many lives as possible. When clear of the rock^at the north 
entrance, I ran the ship into the bay. I sent the chief mate below to get at ^e axes and 
to see the bulkheads knocked down, for the purpose of giving the passengers a we passage 
through the companion to the poop deck, and he did not come up again. The siVP struck 
and broached to to port, and the sea washed over hei' and carried away the house before 
the mainmast, the long-boat, and about 100 of the passengere, and the same seaVashed 
away the other boats. These other boats were situated on the poop. \ 

I jumped below to try to get the passengers to come on deck, and found the fehins 
filling with water and the passengers in great confusion clinging to each other. I adped 
them to get to the skylight to save themselves; some of the women taking my advictg^^ 
through the skylight on to the poop. I put my hand down to Captain Rose, and som^J 
else caught hold of it, who I pulled up. 1 then put my hand down again, and callei^o 
Captain Rose, but he did not answer, and he and his family were drowned, wth the ^^ 
mate and the passengers that I could not persuade to come on deck. I then got bad *^ 
soon as I coula to save my life, which I succeeded in doing by hanging on to t:he comb?g* 
of the skylight for seven hours. 

Next morning the wind was more moderate and the wreck was washed higher upj<^° 
the beach. Carts came and fetched the women, and the men jumped into the surf tnd 
walked ashore. • 



Wednesday/, I4fth December. 

Examination of Mr. William Mason resumed. 

1680. Why would not the crew go up to take the sail in when the sheet broke ? — \^ 

14thDecl858. si^PP^ they were afraid. 
,_^^__^,.^^ 1681. How do you account for such a succession of accidents as appear to have happene 

on board your ship? — Through the heavy galea, heavy seas, and violent labouring of t~ 
ship. 

1682. How do you account for not getting up your jury-masts sooner duiing the thr 
day's fine weather after you bore up?— I got everything up that it was possible to get a| 
and set everything that it was possible to set. 

1683. What spare spars had you when you sailed ? — A lower-yard, topsail-yard, two top 
gallant-yards, two long top-gallant masts, two topmasts and a suflBcient quantity of studding 
sail-booms. 

1684. It appears that no effort was made to save any of the spars after they were carried 
away, but that they were all cut away, was this so? — It was impossible to save them and 
they were cut away to prevent damage to the ship. At daylight we discovered several planks 
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14th Dec 1853. 



outside of the topgallant-forecastle were stove in by the wreck, and the water was making WUUam MofOi^ 
a free passage down between the timbers. After pumping for four hours I sounded the 
pumps and found four feet of water in the ship. I sent the carpenter to nail planks and 
canvass over the broken parts and soon got the ship pumped out dry. 

1685. Why were not the chain cables in the lockers? — We had no lockers. 

1686. How were your cables clenched ? — I had spars lashed along the decks and the 
cables lashed to the spars. The spars broke and the cables got adrift, the lee cable broke 
through the bulwark and broke a man's leg. 

1687. It is stated in evidence that you might have returned sooner to Liverpool, what 
have you to say to that ? — I could not come back against the wind. 

1688. How many water-closets had you ? — Six. 

1689. It is stated in the evidence also, that after the topmast went one of the closets was 
damaged, and the captain ordered the rest to be done away with ; have you any remark to 
make on this subject? — 1 never ordered them to be knocked away, but they were carried 
away by the sea. 

1690. It is further stated in the evidence that the ship was in a very filthy state below; 
was this so? — I appointed the boatswain to serve out the provisions and to look after 
the passengers, and it was also the surgeon's business to see the 'tween decks kept clean. 

1691. Whom did you appoint to serve out the provisions on the first occasion ? — The 
second mate. 

1692. What means had he of serving them out? — He had scales and measures. 

1693. From whence arose the complaint of the passengers on th€^ part of the provisions 
not being served out? — There was an appointed hour till which the passengers might go to 
the second mate for their provisions, and if they did not go up to that hour they were 
warned that they would have to wait until the following day* The hoilrs for serving oQt< 
provisions were from six a.m. to noon. 

1694. Had you any complaints from the passengers on that occasion that they did not 
get the provisions ? — •No; I never heard a single complaint until I got to Liverpod. 

1695. How was it that the passengers were without water for twenty-four hours ? — I did 
not hear any complaint. 

1696. Did you make any inquiry whether they had their water and provisions ? — Yes,- 
very frequently. 

1697. There appears from the evidence to have been a great want of attention on vour 
part, in not seeing that the passengers had their provisions and water; how was that? — I 
gave strict orders to the officers to attend to the comforts of the passengers, and to see that 
they had proper water and provisions. 

1698. What means had you of fixing the ship^s position ? — I had three chronometers and 
a sextant ; I took the observations and worked them myself. 



Friday y December l6th. 
Examination of Mn William Mason resumed. 

1699. What was your practice when at sea, with respect to the 'tween decks and the 
comfort of the passengers r — First thing in the morning it was to send the surgeon by six 
o'clock to turn the passengers out of their berths ; in case of their refusing to get out, the 
surgeon fumigated the lower deck with sulphur, and spmetimes with tar. I directed certain 
officers of the ship to attend to the lower deck, to dry scrape it and to keep it clean. The 
passengers were allowed to go on the poop while the lower deck was being cleaned. 

1700. Did you ever see that these orders were carried out ? — I did. I often went down 
to the lower deck, and frequently had occasion to find fault with the passengers for not 
keeping the place clean, after it had been cleaned in the morning. 

1701. It has been stated in evidence that you would have sooner returned the second 
time had it not been for the advice of Captain Rose, was this so ? — Captain Rose did not 
advise me not to return ; I put back as soon as the ship was in a fit state to come near 
the land. 

1702. If you had had a better crew do you think that you would sooner have been in a 
fit state to return ? — No; it was impossible to work on deck except jit the times we were 
working, without endangering the lives of the men. 

1703. You say that you have commanded ships, before the present instance, which carried 
iron; if so what was your practice in stowing it? — In the Stockholm trade, where my ex- 
perience has chiefly been, the practice is to floor the ship with deals to the height ol the 
keelson, and then to commence to lay the iron open diagonally, first one way and then the 
other, carrying about eighteen inches width of deals along the wings on both sides of the 
ship up to the deck, and stowing the iron up against it, and to balk the ship in the 'tween 
decks, about twenty feet on each end, and then carrying the iron up to the npper deck. I 
have always found the ships to be very easy by doing so. 

1704. Was this done in the case of the "Annie Jane"?*— No; it is not the practice at 
Liverpool, and it would be impossible with a mixed cargo to do so. 

1705. Do you consider an iron cargo to be a safe one to carry with paasengera? — Not 
when the iron is in large quantities, as it makes the ship labour^ and cannot be oarried high 
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IFUUam Mason. ^^ account of the space being required for the passengers, and there is great danger to the 
lives of all on board in case of the ship's springing a leak. Besides which, without deals 

16th Dec. 1853. in the wings of the hold, the iron cannot be carried sufficiently high to make her easy. 

1706. In taking an iron cargo at Liverpool, can you arrange tlie stowage of it according 

to what you conceive would be essential to make the ship easy at sea? — It sometimes 
happens that the cargo which I engage to have first does not come down to appointment, 
and I am obliged to take other goods that are ready. The ship is advertised to sail on a 
given day and she must go. The brokers insist upon your taking what there is, and I have 
sometimes had occasion to remonstrate against the ship being overloaded, and have 
threatened to leave if it was not remedied. The *^ Admittance" was obliged to put back 
to Londonderry, leakey, while I was on my outward passage, to discharge some of her iron, 
being too deeply laden. 

1707. Have you not some control over the stowage, so as to urge upon the broker what 
you conceive to be right and beneficial to the ship ? — I must do the best I can with the 
cargo as it comes down. I am told that the ship must go on such a day, and if I do not 
do the best I can to get the cargo in by that time, I may perhaps be thrown out of employ- 
ment in consequence. 

1708. Do you not think that such a practice should be remedied ? — I do ; and I believe 
it to be the opinion of all captains tbat 1 am acquainted with, especially in passenger ships. 

1709. What would you suggest as a remedy? — I would suggest that an oflBcer be 
licensed to superintend the stowage of such ships, so as to regulate the disposal of iron 
and all heavy goods, and more especially in the case of passenger ships. 

1710. Are not the fittings of ships which take passsengers generally of a very temporary 
kind? — ^Yes; and they frequently come down vnth the rolling of the ship after being a 
few days at sea, and I would recommend the adoption of the plan carried out in American 
ships, of having iron bedsteads suspended from the beams, both for ventilation, and 
cleanliness, and security. The water-closets also should be of a more permanent character, 
and those for the women built solid, either upon the lower or upper deck. It is quite 
distressing to see the women at sea endeavouring to make use of the water-closets usually 
provided, at times getting drenched with the sea rather than be exposed to the crew, and 
frequently making use of the lower deck as an alternative. 

1711. Have you anything further to say ? — Nothing. 

[Mr. Mason here handed in several translations of documents signed by different 

parties, passengers by the " Annie Jane," speaking of his conduct throughout as 

praiseworthy, and also one from Messrs. Holderness and Chilton, the owners of the 

late " Annie Jane,"giving him a good character for eleven years.] 

" The above evidence having been read over to me, I declare the same to be true, to 

the best of my belief, 

« Witness, Thos. Gray, " Wm. Mason.'' 

**Thi8 15th December 1853. 



" As cabin passengers on board of the *Annie Jane,' we make the following declaration 
regarding the conduct of the captain, which has been grossly slandered : 

** We hereby declare that all that has been published in the papers against Caption 
Mason's conduct is false. Being more frequently in his company than the steerage 
passengers, we have but to praise him for his conduct towards us, and he always behaved 
very kindly to all the passengers. We were full of confidence in his ability, seeing that 
he discharged his duties conscientiously, and with perfect presence of mind. As regards 
what has been said of his conduct on the day of the wreck it is a calumny. Never, we 
may say it before God, we saw him behaving more courageously and attending better to 
his duties. From the moment we sighted the land he was almost constantly on deck, and 
when obliged to rest Captain Rose took his place ; both made frequent observations to 
know our position. 

" We may certify that Captain Mason did all in his power, at the risk of his own life, to 
save as many passengers as possible ; he was cool in the danger, commanding till the last 
moment, and the misfortune cannot be attributed either to the ship, which wajs new and 
strongly built, nor to the way in which it was manned, but only to the succession of bad 
weather we experienced. 

(Signed) "F. Lammerts Van Bueren, 

"J. Fcois. CORNU, 

'' Liverpool, 25th October 1853. " Marc Ami. 

« I certify this to be a correct translation of the French letter. 

"A. SOTRYNO." 



<^ Being a cabin passenger on board of the * Annie Jane,' Caption Mason, bound to 
Quebec, I hereby ^clare that I have had no fault to find either with the captain, who at all 
times behaved kindly towards me and towards the other cabin and steerage passengers as 
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far as I have seen ; that he at all times was perfectly sober, as well as the other officers ; 
that the provisions on board were good and abundant ; and that the ship, which was quite 
new, was in every respect well found, and our misfortune of being wrecked is only 
attributable to a succession of storms, which dismasted the vessel and rendered her 
immanageable. 

« Liverpool, 25th October 1853. « Jno. Morgan.'* 



Wittiam Mason, 
16th Dec 1858. 



** Captain Wm. Mason, 

" Dear Sir, — In accordance with your request we^ certify below the time you have been 
in our service as master oF ships, but I cannot, without sending t(\ Hull, find out how 
long you may have served in that employ as mate; all those accounts are kept in HulL 

" 1842 as master of the * Good Intent,' about 680 tons, and afterwards in the following 
ships, all of larger tonnai^e : * Bolton Abbey/ * Warren Hastings,' * Lady Constable,' 
* Hercyna,' and * Annie Jane/ making a continuous service of between eleven and twelve 
years ; and your conduct has been such as to meet our approbation on all points, and with 
the underwriters you were weU and favourably known. 

Your most obedient servants, 

Liverpool, l?th December, 1853. Holderness & Chilton. 



At Glasgow, the thirty-first day of October, eighteen hundred and fifty-three 
years. 

Declaration of Angus Mathieson, one of the passengers on board of the " Annie Jane" 
when that vessel was wrecked upon the island of Barra, upon the morning of the 29th day 
of September last. Declares that he is a blacksmith by trade, and engaged a steerage passage 
in the said vessel ; but finding the vessel overcrowded in the steerage, he paid an additional 
five shillings, and thereby secured a berth in the poop of said vessel. Declares that the said 
vessel started from the port of Liverpool upon the 24 th day of August last, being an 
emigrant ship, bound for the port of Quebec in America; that the declarant cannot exactly 
specify the number of emigrants that were on board, but there were upwards of four hundred, 
although perhaps not quite five hundred. They consisted of men, women, and children ; 
that besides the emigrants, there were thirty or thirty-two seamen aboard; that so far as 
the declarant is aware, the cargo of the ship consisted chiefly of pig-iron, iron rails, and 
soap, besides the goods and luggage of the emigrants, and the ship appeared to be deeply 
loaded. That after proceeding to sea the ship, during three or four days, encountered 
exceedingly rough and stormy weather, in the course of which, and when about clear of 
the Irish Channel, she was totally dismasted— that is to say, she lost her three topmasts; 
and upon sustaining this loss the captain put about ship, and again made for the port of 
Liverpool, which he reached without sustaining any farther damaj^e; that in the course of 
a week, or thereby, the captain got all damages repaired, and the ship again put to sea ; 
that they again experienced tempestous weather, and the ship had scarcely reached the 
same point in the Irish Channel which she had formerly weatliered when she again lost 
her foretopmast, maintopmast, and jib-boom ; that the weather at this time was very 
tempestous and coarse, but the captain still stood on ; that some days afterwards the ship 
was labouring very heavily, and the passengers apprehending serious danger had a meeting 
amongst themselves, at which it was resolved to petition the captain again to make for a 
port, and a petition was accordingly drawn up and presented to him ; but in place of 
reading or paying any attention to it, he pitched it overboard, observing " that they (the 
passengers) had got him to put about upon the former occasion, but that he would have 
satisfaction out of them the second time." It was a person of the name of Ross, from 
Glasgow, a cabinet maker, who drew up the petition and presented it in name of the 
emigrants to the captain. He was drowned at the loss of the ship. That the captain 
accordingly stood on his course for Quebec, notwithstanding the state of the ship and the 
remonstrances of the passengers ; that in this half dismasted state the ship was tossed about 
upon the west coast of Scotland, and making but little head way for about three weeks ; 
that upon the evening of the 28th, and morning of the 29th of September last, the ship 
had made the island of Barra ; that the ship was unable to carry any canvass, and was then 
driving under bare polesy before a furious wind and tide, upon the west side of the said 
island of Barra ; that the captain wished to clear the light-house upon the south side of the 
island, but upon nearing it he found he could not do so, and he then endeavourcfd to put 
about the ship to the westward, but she had become quite unmangeable and would not stir ; 
that the ship was then cast or forced into a sort of bay upon the island, and shortly after 
dashed upon the rocks, the sea at the time violently beating upon the coast and rocks upon 
which the ship bad been cast ; that in the course of an hour or thereby after the ship was 
cast upon the rocks, she was dashed in a thousand pieces ; that at this time, being between 
twelve and one o'clock, it was quite dark, and the boats had been previously washed on 
shore firom the wreck, and dashed to pieces ; that at this time there were no means of 
preserving life for the passengers and crew, but by clinging to such pieces of the wreck as 
chance cast in their way ; that the declarant and several others were fortunate enough to 
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A. Matkieson. get upon a part of the cabin deck, where, with much difficulty, ihey contrived to inaiatain 

their hold, clinging to the wreck and to one another, for a space of from four to fife hours ; 

that being drenched with sea water, they suffered excessively from the cold ; that when the 
ship was first driven upon the rocks, it was about full or high tide, and after the tide was 
at ebb and had subsided, the declarant and the others that were fortunate enough to get 
upon the pieces of the wreck, were enabled to wade to the shore, artd thus made the land ; 
that out of the whole passengers and crew, there were only one hundred and two persons 
saved, the captain being one of those saved, and the whole ship and cargo were 
lost ; that upon reaching the coast, the survivors were met by a man of the name ot 
M'Lellan, a brother of a farmer upon the coast of that name, who, upon seeing their 
£>rlorn condition, and some of them making search for such of their property as might 
have been washed a^ore, kindly invited thtm to his brother's bouse, and where they 
accordingly went and were kindly entertained and much refreshed by receiving some 
warm milk and other food. That in the declarant's opinion, and'in the opinion of the other 
passengers with whom he talked upon the subject, it would have been quite practicable for 
the captain to have put about the ship, and made the main land or west coast of Scotland, 
provided he had done so in time and after receiving said petition, and before it became 
impossible for him to clear the island of Barra. The captain, however, was quite obstinate 
in his refusal to return. That there were a great many of the drowned emigrants washed 
ashore the first and second day after tl)e wreck. These were searched for arid collected, 
and afterwards interred by Mr. M'Lellan and those employed by him, but the declarant 
cannot condescend upon the precise number that was so found and interred; that the 
declarant was about fourteen days upon the island, when he and about forty others obtained 
a passage in a smack, (the name of which he does not remember) which sails between Barra 
and Tobermory, to the latter place, and from thence in the steam vessel " Islay,'' to 
Glasgow,^ where he arrived about fourteen days ago ; that the declarant and the whole of the 
others saved fix)m the wreck, lost everything that they had, with the exception alone of the 
trifling clothes which they chanced to have upon their persons at the time o£ the wreck ; 
that the captain of the ship engaged the smack to convey the declarant and the others from 
the island of Barra to Tobermory, and they also received a pass from the agent for the 
Shipwrecked Seaman's Society upon the island of Barra to Tobermory, and from the agent 
at Tobermory to Glasgow by the steam boat ; that the declarant left the captain, mate, 
the doctor, first and second steward, whose names he does not recollect, and several cabin 
and other passengers upon the island when he came away. And all this he declares to be 
truth. 



A, Brooks. Abraham Brooks, Joiner, Whiteinch, one of the parties engaged to work at the Quebeo 

Railway, and was a passenger on board of the *^ Annie Jane '' when she sailed from Liver- 
pool upon the 24th day of August last Having a fair wind she made nq^iid piK>gres8 till 
the 26th, when she encountered a very heavy gale which dismasted the ship. The passengers 
seeing the disabled state of the ship petitioned the captain to return to Liverpool, which he 
did, and arrived upon the 2d September. Considering the insufficient supply of.ppo- 
visions and other grievances, a number of the passengers proposed returning borne provided 
they would get their passage money returned to them. Two of the passengers, namely 
William Henry and Thomas Thomas, succeeded in obtaining their passage money, but the 
others being unsuccessful returned home without it After the ship had been under repair 
for a week, she proceeded again to sea upon the 9th of September. In consequence of not 
having succeeded in obtaining their passage money the greater part of the passengers re- 
turned and proceeded with the ship the second time. After being towed out a considerable 
distance the tug left the ship, and all seemed to go on well for about three days, running, 
as the sailors informed me, at the rate of from ten to twelve knots per hour. On the 
fourth day it commenced to blow i'resh which ended in a complete gale, which carried 
away the foremast and yard, and niain*topgallant mast The storm again abated. Seeing 
the state of the ship the passengers now thought of presenting a petition to the captain to 
return back, but they thought it prudent firat to consult the chief mate. Upon doing so, 
he said it was not his business to advise us, his words being, '^ 1 do not regard my life more 
" than any other man, but from the state the ship is in she will never arrive at Quebec^ 
f^ and if her mainmast goes, she is not worth a penny. If I had had the conmoand of the 
" ship she would not have lost a mast" 

That Robert Murray, a joiner on board, and myself were requested by the passengers.to 
draw up a petition to the captain, which we did, and which was something to the following 
effect — " We the passengers by the ' Annie Jane' humbly request the captain, considering 
" the disabled state of the ship, to return back to Liverpool, and we. will consent to forfeu 
" all claim to passage money." The passengers, with the exception of three or four, 
signed their names to this petition, and a joiner of the name of Ross, a passenger, pre- 
sented it to the captain. He took it with disdain and threw it overboard, remarking that 
" the passengers got their will the first time, but that he. Captain Massen, woukl have his 
now." In about half an hour afterwards he came into the poop amongst the passengers, 
telling them to keep their minds easy as he would ^^put into the first port" 

Shortly afterwards we learned that the ship was put about and steering in a course for 
Liverpool, but in about twenty-fotn: hours after this from the sailors' statements to as we 
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learned thdt the ship was again on her course to Quebec. Hearing this we went to Captain . ji^ Brooks. 
Masseti, and spoke to him of the propriety of returning to Liverpool, when he said: "Da — ..— — 
*^ you know how to manage the ship better than I do ? You had the satisfiietion of turn- 
" ing back once, but I shall now have the satisfaction of carrying you forward.*' A pas- 
senger of the name of John Perry, a sawyer, from Liverpool, remarked that this would be 
but poor satisfaction ; upon which the captain stated that he would shoot th<: first man that 
attempted to take the command of the ship from him ; and Ptrry saying, that would only* 
be one life lost ; the captain replied that he would *^ serve the others with two ounces of 
lead in the same way.'' 

Shortly after this another heavy gale commenced and the ship was now hove to ; a heavy 
sea struck her starboard side, carrying away the binnacle and compass, and shortly' after- 
wards the chief mate came to the passengers wishing them to form themselves into watches 
to man the pumps, as the ship was drawing a good deal of water, and they complied with 
this request After getting up a main-yard the captain saw no other remeiiy than putting' 
about a third time for Liverpool, and he said he would put into the nearest port. For 
three days we ran before the wind, when land was sighted on the lee bow, which was ascer- 
tained to be the island of Barra. The wind blew a perfect hurricane. We now sighted 
Barra Head light-house, and great effort was made to clear a reef of rocks which lay to 
seaward, and we were successful, but the captain seeing it impossible to dear the light- 
house, put into Vetemith Bay. This occurred on the 28th day of September. 

After running her into the bay the captain ordered the yards to be squared, which was 
accordingly done. Directly after this the ship grounded ; this might be between 12 and 1 
o^clock of the morning of the 29th September, and having had my spell at the pumps 
before this, I went to the poop door, and holding on by it, I saw that the forepart of the 
ship was rapidly giving way. My brother came behind me at this time and was 
desirous that we should get upon the poop deck ; I remarked to him that it was almost 
impossible to stand upon the poop the breakers were so high, but to come &rther aft as the 
ship was rapidly giving way forward. We accordingly proceeded aft till we were stopped by 
the bulkhead which separates the second cabin from the cabin. We stood there for about 
ten minutes; by this tune a number of the passengers between decks were drowned by the 
sea rushing in upon them before they could get upon deck. Likewise about a hundred 
joiners and others who rushed to the poop deck, and clung to the boats which were 
lying with their bottoms upwards, were all swept overboard by a heavy sea which broke over 
them, with the exception of one young man of the name of Charles Smith, who clung to the 
mast. The passengers now rushed aft to the poop. At this critical period the lamp which 
hung at the centre of the poop went out, and left them in complete darkness. At this time 
some one handed me an axe, and, with the help of one of the ship's carpenters, I succeeded in 
breaking away the bulkhead, and getting through to the cabin. One of the passengers 
named Thomas Galbraith, in endeavouring to make his way from the poop to the caoin. 
was ordered back by the captain, and, refusing, he was ^^ throttled*' by him, but neverthe- 
less made his way to the top of the poop. At this time my brother, another passenger, 
and myself^ made our way through the companion, and clung to the poop, where we 
remained until about seven o'clock in the morning, at which time, it being ebb tide, we 
were enabled to wade ashore about breast deep. Of the whole passengers and crew, there 
were 102 passengers saved. And all this he declares to be truth. 



Declaration of William Hendrie, one of the passengers on board of the "Annie ffiOiam Hendrie. 
Jane " on the first sailing of that vessel from Liverpool, and until her return __— « 
there, when put about on the remonstrance of the passengers to the captain* 
Declares : We took out our passage from Hamilton and Brothers, Glai^w, in the ship 
" Annie Jane," which was to sail from Liverpool on the 19th of August, being, told by the 
agents that shewas a fine ship, and new, and had good accommodation. We left Glasgow on 
the 17th of August, and arrived in Liverpool on the 18th, being Thursday night. We slept in 
the steamer that night, and got our chests next morning, and took them down to the ship, but 
was stopped, and told that we must get out our berths first, so that our chests had to lie 
two days and a night without cover ; and we had to go to the agent's office on Saturday 
and force him down to the ship to give us our berths, but did not get him down without 
a good deal of trouble and abuse. Tuesday came, and we all expected to sail that day. 
The government inspector came aboard to inspect the ship, and we were all wearying to 
hear the result. We went down after being passed, and heard the inspector say to the 
agent or owner who was with him, that he would not pass the ship because it was shame- » 

fuUv fitted up. He came over tlie wards again, and said the berths and water-closets 
were shameftiUv fitted, and he would not pass the ship, so that we did not sail that day; 
and the joiners who came from Glasgow had to begin to the water-closets, and put on gtronger 
hinges on the door, and give the conductors a little more drop, but there was nothing 
done to our berths. Wednesday morning came, and previous to the inspector coming on 
board, they commenced and arranged to wash the deck to blind the inspector, the same 
never being performed till the day before we arrived in Liverpool The inspector came 
and made a superficial survey of about ten minutes, and passed the ship, so we sailed. 
Early on Friday morning she rolled fearfully, with no heavy sea^ nor a heavy gale of wind; 

I 4 
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WilHam Hendrii. but towardfl night it freshened, and with one lurch the three masts went over the side. As 
— — — * night came on the rolling increased most fearfully, and we were all in darkness^ and the 
chests flying from the one side to the other. The lower forehold hatchway, where the 
Glasgow joiners were, was covered with a few loose planks, which, when she lurched, all 
fell down in the lower forehold, that never was covered till the gale subsided, which 
left them in imminent danger of their lives. The majority of the crew being French 
Canadians, and not understanding English, left the ship that night in imminent danger, 
not understanding the orders the officers gave them, and could not be at hand when required. 
Some of the passengers spoke individually to the officers of the ship about bringing the ship 
back to Liverpool, but were treated with insolence and contempt, when a general meeting 
was called of the passengers who protested against proceeding farther on the voyage, and a peti- 
tion was then made out with their names affixed, and handed to the captain, and so he returned. 
On our arrival in Liverpool, after being ten days at sea, we went to the government 
inspector and stated our grievances, which we laid before him in writing, and craved 
inspection, when we were told to call next day and prove before the captain and owners. 
Next morning after assembling we appeared before them, and the government inspector 
asked the deputation individually what we had to say against the captain and owners? 
The first who answered was an engineer from Manchester, who said, ** We are all used like 
pigs." The inspector thinking him too rude, said, *' Plenty of that," and called upon anothee 
who replied hy desiring them to read " the article of grievance placed before them on the 
previous day," as we still adhered to the same statement; but he declined complying with 
the request. He asked another who said, *^ We complain of the filthy and overcrowded 
state of the ship ; and a great number having paid their berths in full, had no berths, but 
had to lie on the deck, or on the top of the chests." We mentioned a case of two young 
boys and a girl, brothers and sister, who had no berths ; and when we examined the tickets, 
we found the number the same as a berth occupied by parties holding the same number, and 
on complaining to the officers of the ship, they said they had nothing to do with it. I'he 
government inspector said to him, " Do you expect to be as comfortable in a ship as 
at home?" and as regards the tickets having the same number he said ^ It was not 
right." The captain asked me what I had to say against him, and I said, seeing the 
dangerous position the passengers and ship were in with the loss of masts, how he did not 
return before the passengers petitioning him, and also liow he did not accept the services 
of the Cork pilot when he offered them, or allow the pilot to go and send out a steam tug. 
The government inspector said * If I had been master in the ship, I would not have turned 
for you." I said again that the provisions were the principal matter in which we attempted 
to prove breach of contract ; first, in not giving them by weight as per agreement. Secondly, 
we could prove having received one pound four ounces in lieu of ten pounds^ for the last 
ten days, which we produced, and no flour being served out. The inspector answered, 
saying: ** Do you think that this gentleman (pointing to Mr. Holderness), would try to 
cheat you of your provisions ?" We said we did not care whether it was the intent to cheat 
or not, all that we wanted to prove was that we were cheated both in quantity and quality. We 
also said that we wanted our passage money back, or be provided with a better ship. TJie 
inspector said, " You appear to settle the matter yourself, but you must know that I come 
here to settle these matters, and you must submit to what I say." We said we were quite 
willing to submit to his decision if he would give us justice, but if he did not we would 
try it at the civil court; so he called one of the officials and turned the speaker out ; so we 
told him we would publish his name in England, Scotland, and Ireland. So we ended 
with the government inspector. Besides what I have just stated, and which is the same as 
in my letter in the North British Daily Mail of I4th October 1853, I also reported to the 
government inspector the conduct of the second mate, who came down one night when 
drunk to the poop, and wished to fight with the passengers, using language which ought not 
to have been used before female passengers* 

The government inspector stated that the second mate would not be allowed to sail again 
with the vessel ; but notwithstanding this he did, 1 believe, sail with her when she again 
sailed from Liverpool. 

I have farther to state in teims pf my letter in the North British Daily Mail of the 19th 
October 1853, that, having been called upon by a number of friends of passengers who 
lost their lives, to explain why the other passengers did not follow up the resolutions 
stated to the government inspector to appeal to the county court if he did not do them 
justice, I made the following statement in said letter, in aiiswer to their inquiries, and still 
adhere to this statement — 

' In the first *place we went to a solicitor on Monday, the 5th of September, after having 

been to the government inspector on the Friday and Saturday previous, and could receive 
no redress from him. The solicitor told us to call back on Tuesday, and he took down a 
statement of our grievances in writing, after which we inquired whether he thought he 
could recover our passage monies, and he said there was not the smallest doubt of that ; 
at the same time he required two sovereigns to commence with, and other two if he re- 
covered the whole of the passage monies of the subscribers. We therefore commenced 
immediatelyt ^^^ g^^ ^' many subscribers amongst the passengers as raised the money, 
and went with it to him that same day and paid it to him. He told us to call next 
morning at the court-house, as he would have the government inspector and the owner, 
Mr. Holderness, summoned there, when he would have an opportunity of proving our 
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case before them. We accordingly met at the courts-house next morninffy being Wednes- ffUUam Hendrie. 

day. Mr. Owen, the solicitor, accordingly read over the statement of our grievances, — — 

which was as follows: That instead of 10 lbs. of oatmeal we received only 1 lb. 4oz., and 

no flour or salt whatever. The owner never denied the above statement, but said to me, 

*^You received 2s. yesterday as compensation for provisions not given you according 

to agreement, as all the other passengers had received the same sum, and were well 

pleased." I said I never receivea2«. yesterday, nor would I take it on any account: and 

that, as they had broken the agreement, we wanted our passage money back. Mr. Owen, 

the solicitor, then read over the Act of Parliament regarding the not serving out the 

full quantity of provisions on board of emigrant ships to the emigrants, the penalty of 

which is, for each individual emigrant defrauded or cheated of their provisions, each 

offence from 5/. to 50i Mr. Holdemess said, " These fellows want to stop our ship." I 

said we were not fellows ; we had as good characters as he had. He said, " We will give 

" these two men their money back, if they will give up their tickets." I said that I had 

no more right to my money than the other subscribers which had signed this subscription 

sheet, as I had no more to complain of than the rest of the subscribers. I was thereupon 

ordered by the Government inspector to hold my peace, as they could not reason with me 

at all. Mr. Holdemess then said, "The reason why these men did not get their provisions 

" served out is, that they could not be got out of their beds before twelve o'clock." I 

said that I was quite willing to submit to the doctor's evidence on that point, as he could 

prove that we were all out of bed at half-past six o'clock. However, Mr. Holdemess said 

that he would come between the captain and all damages, so that the vessel might sail on 

the morrow. So it was settled that only two of us, Thomas Thomas and myself, were to 

get our passage money back. The case, therefore, was accordingly dismissed, and we went 

back to Mr. Owen, the solicitor, and asked him what was the reason that the other 

subscribers were not receiving their passage money as well as we, as he had shewn by the 

Act of Parliament that they had as good right to it as we two — every one having been 

defrauded alike. Mr. Owen said that he could do no more till we gave him other two 

sovereigns; and assured us that we would recover all the subscribers' passage money; so 

we subscribed again, and raised and gave him other two sovereigns. Then he said he 

would summon the inspector and owners up a^ain ; but although Mr. Owen was to get 

the thing settled each day for the space of eight days, the excuse always was, that the 

Government inspector could not be got to lay in the claims. At last it was taken before 

a magistrate, and he dismissed the case, as the Government inspector had awarded the 

handsome sum of 2*. for each passenger, as a remuneration for the manner in which they 

had been cheated out of their berths and provisions. Now, sir, the Government inspector 

told me on the Saturday that he was the sole man for settling those matters ; when a 

solicitor in Liverpool said he could recover the whole for the sum of two sovereigns, if the 

Government inspector had laid in the claims; and in the name of wonder, how does it 

happen that, when poor people are driven back shipwrecked, and their contracts have 

been broken by owners, and they have nothing but starvation before them— and that, too, 

in the face of a Government inspector, with the Act of Parliament in his hand — I ask, 

where is justice to be found, when the man who is commissioned by Government and paid 

by the public to see justice done to all, cannot let a man speak the tmth, but he will order 

one of his officers to put him out of his presence. 

I have in my possession the original petition which was presented to the Mayor ct 
Liverpool, when the *^ Annie Jane" returned to Liverpool, by the emigrants, craving his 
interference in their behalf, and also the draft in pencil of the petition presented to the 
Government inspector upon that occasion. 



4, — Names of Vessels which have put into the Port of Liverpool with Emigrants on Boards 
whether English or Foreigners^ between the 30rt of September^ 1852, and 30t/i September^ 
1853, with the Cause of their putting into Portf and the Nature of the Cargo. 



Name. 


Cause of Return. 


Cargo. 


Qara Holmes 


Loss of spars 


Coals, iron, salt, &c. 


Brewer - - - 


Leaky - - - - 


Iron, salt, soda, ash, &c. 


Ebba Brahe - - 


Leaky - - - - 


Salt. 


City of Glasgow - 


Collision . - - 


Bale goods. 


Shannon 


Leaky - - - - 


Iron, coals, and bale goods. 


Daniel Webster - - 


Leaky and loss of spars 
having been in collision. 


Iron, coals, and bale goods. 


Annie Jane - 


Loss of topmasts - 


Iron, tea, soap, and bale goods. 


Martaban - - - 


Leaky - - - - 


Iron and British bale goods. 


Isaac Wright - 


Leaky, having struck on 
a rock oflf Cape Clear - 


Iron, bale goods, earthenware, &c. 



7th Januaiy 1854. 



Richard Potbury, Inspector of the Riven 
K 
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List of Emigrant Ships from the Port of Liverpool^ to which Accidents have 
happened, as nearly as can be ascertained, during the year 1852. 

"Harvard." Cleared on the 2d January, 1852, with 188 passengers, equal to 167^ statute 

adults, for New York, and returned on the 8th January, having sprung a 

leak. 
" GarricL'' Cleared 15th January, with 889 passengers, equal to 349 adults. Returned same 

month, with loas of sails and part of running rigging. Refitted and proceeded 

on her voyage to New York. 
"Chimera.^ With 261 souls (emigrants), equal to 210 statute adults, cleared on the 28d 

January. Sustained considerable damage by coming in contact with another 

ship in the Irish Channel Put back for repairs. Passengers transferred to 

the " Charles Saunders." 
" Osborne." Cleared 15th March, with 217 emigrants, equal to 179^ adult passengers. 

Put back leaky and repaired. Proceeded to New Orleans. 
<*New York." With 366 souls, equal to 316 adult passengers. Having put into Holyhead on 

or about 18th March, tailed on the rocks and sustained considerable damage. 

Returned to Liverpool to repair. Passengers proceeded to New York in other 



" Rip Van Winkle." Cleared for New York on the 18th March, with 493 souls, equal to 
436^ adult passengers. Arrived at her destined port with her cutwater 
carried away. Whilst lying to, her decks were swept by the sea of long boat, 
spare spars, hatches, &c., her bulwarks stove, and mainmast sprung. 

*< Isaac Wright." Cleared on 18th May for New York, with 518 emigrants, equal to 432 
adults. Arrived out with the loss of some of the smaller spars, starboard 
quarter damaged, wheel-house stove, having been in collision with another 
vessel. 

" Robena." Cleared 24th May, for Baltimore, with 335 souls, equal to 290 adults. Had a 
long and rough passage ; got into the ice, and sustained some damage. Pas- 
sengers got to their destination. 

"Bhurtpore." Cleared for New Orleans on the 1 5th September. Was totally wrecked on 
the Blackwater Bank. Crew and passengers saved ; the latter, 378 souls, 
equal to 318 adults, mostly returned to Liverpool, and, after being recruited, 
proceeded to the United States in other ships. 

" Mobile." Not under the Act. Totally lost. A few of the passengers and crew saved. 
This took place also oflF Wexford on 29th September. Ship bound for New 
Orleans. 

" Constantine." Cleared 15th September, with 597 souls, equal to 513^ adults, for New York. 
Whilst detained in the Mersey by bad weather, had to return into dock, a brig 
having drifted foul of her, carrying away the ** Constantine's " bowsprit, and 
damaging her counter. Passengers transferred to other ships. 

** Clara Holmes." Cleared for New York on 28th October, with 270 Passengers, equal to 

224 adults. Put back with loss of sails and topmasts. Passengers transferred. 

This vessel sailed again on 3d December, put into Queenstown with loss of sails, 

and mainmast sprung, having on board 309 Emigrants, equal to 256^ statute 

adults. 
" Intrepid."* Cleared 10th November, with 255 souls, equal to 215 adults. Experienced 

very heavy weather; put into Cork in a leaky state, having thrown part of 

her cargo overboard. Bound to New York. 
** Antarctic." Cleared 19th November, for New York, with 482 souls, equal to 403 adults. 

Returned to Liverpool seriously damaged, having been on the Blackwater 

Bank. Passengers transferred. 
*' Ebba Brahe." Not under the Act. Sailed 24th November, with 28 adults, for Mobile. 

Returned in consequence of a collision off Holyhead. Sailed again in 

December : got dismasted in a hurricane in the Irish Channel, and again 

returned into port. 
'* St. George." Cleared for New York, with 124 souls, equal to 107 adults, on 24th 

December. Took fire in the hold ; heavy weather. Eight persons are said 

to have been suffocated, fifteen drowned, and twenty-eight women and 

children who refused to leave the vessel, perished. Lat. 46° 12' N., Long. 

25° 30' W. The *' Orlando " received and landed those saved at Havre, and 

thence to New York. 
** Africa." Cleared for Melbourne on 3d December, having on board 470 passengers, equal 

to 4 15 J adults, experienced tremendous gales in the Bay of Biscay, which 

swept her deck?. She lost her fore-topmast, and put into Lisbon for repairs, 

after effecting which she proceeded on her voyage. 
** Brewer." Cleared 9rh December for New York, with 37 souls, equal to 28 adults. 

Returned into port leaky. 
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List of Emigrant Ships from the Port of Liverpool to which Accidents have 
happened, as nearly as can be ascertained, during the Year 1853. 

Liverpool Telegraph, 9th February 1853, 

Boston, 25th January. — ** Saranak^' at Philadelphia, from Liverpool Had very heavy 
weather from the westward during the passage. — Dec. 27th, in lat. 59^ 57', long. 38^ 
While hove. to in a heavy gale, shipped a sea which stove in the starboard bulwarks, broke 
stanchions, main rail, &c Passengers all well. 

Liverpool Telegraph, 15 th March 1853. 

Halifax, March 3rd. — The American ship " Manchester," from Liverpool to New York, 
was towed into this port 28th February, and will have to refit, — ^having been dismasted 
in a S.K gale, 20th February. A portion of her passengers had been previously taken ofi^ 
by the ** Shannon,'' bound to New York. 

Liverpool Telegraph, 24th March 185a 

** Sarah G. Hyde,*' from Liverpool to Philadelphia, 4th inst. Reports 2l8t ult, lat 
40^ 22^, long. 64*" 19', in a gale from W.S.W., lost fore-topsail and fore-topmast staysail, 
shipped a sea over her stem, and stove cabin windows, and nearly filled the cabin with 
water. Lost a man overboard. 

Liverpool Telegraph, 2d April 1853. 

The emigrant ship ^'Ebba Brahe,'* which left this port for Australia on Thursday 
afternoon, got on shore on the East Mouse, near Amlwich, where she remained about four 
hours, when she floated and returned to this port last evening. The passengers and crew 
are all safe. The vessel is making a little water. Passengers forwarded by other ships. 

Liverpool Telegraph, 6th April 1853. 

Madeira, March 22nd. — ^The "Antelope" S. S. from Liverpool to Australia, has 
broken down, air-pump bucket smashed, and air-pump rod bent 

Liverpool Telegraph, 30th May 1853. 

New York, May 1 7th. — The ship ** William and Mary," from Liverpool to New Orleans, 
struck on a sunken rock north of the Great Isaacs, on the evening of the 3rd inst, and 
sunk next morning. Passengers forwarded to their destination by the Governor oi 
the Bahamas. 

Liverpool Telegraph, Ist September 1853. 

*<Annie Jane" ship, at 1-30, p.m.; putting back with loss of her three topmasts and 
mizen-toproasf head. 

Liverpool Telegraph, 8th September 1853. 

The ^Martaban,*^ for Melbourne, was ashore on the Arklow Bank, lias put back to this 
port After getting oiF the bank she made about six inches of water per hour; but 
since returning to the Mersey, it is reduced to about two inches. Proceeded on her 
voyage 6th Oct. 1853, after being docked and refitted. 

Liverpool Telegraph, 27th September 1853. 

The «< Joseph Walker," for New York, and the "Neva,** for New Orleans, dragged 
their anchors in the height of the gale of the 25th, and went ashore at the entrance of 
Sandon Dock Basin. Passengers forwarded by other ships. The •* Joseph Walker" pro- 
ceeded on 2nd Nov., after being docked and refitted. 

Liverpool Telegraph, 5th October 1853. 

The ship «* Isaac Wrighl," sailed 20th September, with 600 passengers on board, stmck 
on a rock to the north west of Cape Clear, returned to port on the 4th October, making 
a great deal of water. Correct number, 523. Passengers forwarded by other ships. 

Liverpool Telegraph, 8th October 1853. 

The " Annie Jane" left this port with passengers for Quebec, on 9th September, 
and was spoken thirty hours afterwards off the N.W. coast of Ireland. During the late 
violent gales she was dismasted, and driven on the Island of Barra on the night of the 
28th ult., and upwards of 300* of her passengers and crew were drowned. 

^ Embarked. Saved. 

837 steerage 60 steerage 

14 cabin 4 cabin 

41 crew 37 crew 

392 embarked 101 saved 

101. saved 

291 drowned 
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INQUIRY INTO THE LOSS OF THE SHIP "ANNIE JANE." 



Port, \ 
Cork. / 



A RsTUBN of Vessels that put into this Port with Emioeants on board between the 
dOth of September, 1852, and SOth of September, 1853. 



Date. 


Vesaers Name. 


From. 


English or Foreign. 
Emigraatt. 


Bound. 


Caiga 


Cause of putting into 


1852. 














Not. U - 


Intrepid - 


Idverpool 


English 


New To A - 


Iron and passengers • 


PutSnleakj. 


H 17 - 


Arvum 


Ditto 


English and foreign 


Baltimore 


Ditto . . 


Ditto. 


Dec 2 - 


AnnHarley 


Glasgow 


English 


NewYork - 


Ditto 


Ditto. 


n 8 . 


Austin • • 


Grottenburgh • 


Foreign 


Boston - 


Ditto * * 


Ditto. 


^ 31 . 


Wanderer • 


Leith - 


En^ish 


Melbourne - 


General caigo and pas- 


Loss of sails, and to fill up 


1853. 










sengers 


water. 


JWL 3 - 


Forest Queen • 


London - 


Ditto * . 


BostOQ - 


Inm, passengers, and 


Lossof sails. 


r. 5 - 


Brousa 


Liverpool 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto. 


„ 9 - 


William Patten - 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 




Sitto. 


n 11 • 


Charles Holmes - 


Ditto 


Ditto . - 


NewYork - 


Iron and passengers - 


„ 16 - 


Victoria - 


London - 


Ditto 


Ditto . 


General cargo and pas* 
sengers 


Lossof sails. 
Small-poz OQ board. 


n 20 . 


H.M.S. Hercules 


Skye . 


Ditto - 


Australia 


Government stores and 
passengers - 


Leaky. 


Feb. 17 . 


Sarah - - 


Glasgow- 


Ditto 


NewYork -, 


Iron and emigrants - 




March 10- 


Antelope - 


Liverpool 


Ditto . . 


Australia 


Stores and emigrants - 


To fin up coals, water, and 
I»rovisions, and fyr addi- 
tional passengers. 


n 29 . 


Sovereign • 


London • 


Ditto 


San Francisco 


Iron and passengers - 


^Ditto. 


May 1 - 


Vermont • 


Cardiff . - 


Ditto . . 


New York - 


Ditto 


Aug. 28 . 


Watoga . 


Glasgow 


Ditto 


Philadelphia - 


Ditto 


Ditta 


Sept 17 - 


Lord Maidstone 


Liverpool 


Ditto 


Quebec - 


Ditto 


Ditto. 



Queenstown, 7th January, 1854. 

F. Cassell and Co. 

G. C. Henlow. 



13 Iron cargoe& 
4 General 



H. Seymour, Secretary. 



Names of Ships that have been found defecttye and unfit for the Conveyance of Passen- 
gers^ from the Ist of January 1852 to the 4th of November 185S. 



Names. 


Tons. 


Where 
belonging to. 


Names. 


Tons. 


Where 
belonglngta . 


Abbot Lin . . - 


450 


United States. 


Jane Glassir ... 


8S4 


British. 


Ashland- • • 


634 


Do. 


J. N. Cooper - . . 


600 


U.S. 


Avondale - - - 


430 


British. 


J. C. Calhoun • . • 


710 


Do. 


Admittance . - • 


495 


U.& 


Lulan . . . • 


473 


British. 


Brothers - . - - 


277 


British. 


Launie . - • • 


598 


Do. 


Belmont - - - - 


937 


Do. 


Loodianah . • • 


900 


Do. 


Brewer - - . 


604 


U.S. 


Lady Flora Hastings- 


674 


Do. 


Ben Lomond • • • 


776 


British. 


Lady Milton • - • 
Lockwoods . . • 


636 


Do. 


China - - . . - 


635 


Do. 


806 


Do. 


Cleopatra - - - - 


508 


Do. 


Mathilda Christina • 


480 


Dutch. 


Chieftain - - - - 


793 


Do. 


Minnerota - • - 


799 


U.S. 


Caledonia - . - . 


789 


Do. 


New Brunswick 


960 


British. 


Camden .... 


524 


U.S. 


Nehallemia . - - 


680 


Dutch. 


Countess of London - 


785 


British. 


New Hampshire - . - 


613 


U.S. 


Candau « . • • 


402 


Do. 


Old Rapp - 


293 


English. 


Charlemagne • • . 


775 


US. 


Pusiello- . . , 


591 


Chaos . - . . 


771 


Do. 


Pemberton . . - 


1253 


Do. 


Chesapeake - - . 


765 


Do. 


Pequot - - - - 


953 


u.a 


Don Pedro - - - 


166 


Do. 


Persia - - . . 


669 


British. 


Emu • - - 


381 


British. 


Queen- - • . 


889 


Do. 


Europe .... 


610 


U.S. 


Shanghai - - - 


700 


U.S. 


Fanny - - • • 


707 


Do. 


Sultan- . . • 


846 


British. 


FauneuilHall - - 


549 


Do. 


Tory - , . - 


608 


Do. 


George Evans • • . 


723 


Do. 


Una - ... 


773 


Do. 


General Lest ... 


775 


Dutch. 


Wilson .... 


565 


Do. 


Henrietta • - - - 
Home - - - - 
Hope 


547 
728 
881 


British. 
Do. 
U.S. 


repaired. 


found c 


lefective and 



Robert James, R. N.,1 -^ ^ « 

WiLUAM Haselden, )^*»^«"°»«» SuTveyors. 
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LETTER FROM THE SECRETARY OF THE COMMITTEE OF 
PRIVY COUNCIL FOR TRADE TO CAPTAIN WALKER, 

Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade, 
Sir, Marine Department, 28 th January 1854. 

I AM directed by the Lords of the Committee of Privy Cotmcil for Trade, to 
acquaint you that my Lords have been pleased to appomt you as Special 
Inspector, under the 104th Section of the Mercantile Marine Act, 1860, to 
investigate and report upon the circvunstances connected with the loss of the 
iron 8team*ship " Olinda.** 

I am, &c. 
Captain W. H. Walker, H.C.S., Jambs Booth. 

&c. &c. &c., 
Gresham Hotel, Dublin. 



REPORT 

To THE Right Honourable the Lords of the Cobimittee of Privy 
Council for Trade and Foreign Plantations. 



My Lords, 

In pursuance of your Lordships* warrant addressed to me at Dublin, on 
the 28th of January last, that I should hold an inquiry into the circumstances 
attending the loss of the steam-ship " Olinda '* of Liverpool, which had been 
wrecked on the coast of Anglesey, I made arrangements accordingly, and 
having been informed that the steamer " Roscommon," belonging to the City 
of Dublin Steam Packet Company, had left the Mersey with the " Olinda,** I 
thought it right to examine the master of that vessel, he being at the time in 
Dublin. 

Immediately I finished the investigation on the wreck of the " Tayleur,** in which 
I was then engaged, I left for Liverpool, arrived there on the 9th instant, and 
commenced my inquiry the same day at the SaQor*s Home, the Local Marine 
Board having kindly placed their room at my disposal. I have also to observe 
that I received every assistance from the pilotage authorities, and that Mr. 
Hadfield, , Secretary to the South American Steam Navigation Company, 
informed me that the Directors were most anxious that a strict inquiry should 
be made into the loss of their vessel ; that they would afford all the information 
in their power, and produce any one belonging to the vessel I wished to examine; 
and that if the Board of Trade had not instituted this investigation, they them- 
selves would have done so, and he handed in a document signed by some of 
the passengers who embarked in the vessel in favour of the commander and 
officers. 
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For three days I was engaged in taking the depositions of the following 
witnesseF, whose evidence is attached to this report, viz. : — 

Mr. J. Cooke - Superintendent of Pilots. 

Mr. J. Pile - Many years master of a steamer between 

Liverpool and Cork. 

Mr. G. H. Haram - Master of the " Olinda." 

Mr. James Blow - 1 st. Mate do. 

Mr. Jno. Thos. Thearle 2nd. do. do. 

Mr. David Soutar - 3rd. do. do. 

Mr. Robt. Patterson - Chief engineer do. 

Mr. W. Hadfield - Secretary to Steam Company. 

Mr. Douglas Hebson - Surveyor to the Board of Trade. 

Mr. E. F. Callister - The Pilot who took the vessel to sea. 

I have now the honour to inform your Lordships that the iron screw 
steam ship " Olinda '* belonged to the South American and General Steam 
Navigation Company, was built by Messrs. John Reid & Co., of Port Glasgow, 
and laimched in April 1853; she had engines of 200 horse power, by Messrs. 
Caird & Co., and was fitted with five water-tight bulkheads ; her length was 
230 feet and 30 feet beam, the register tonnage was 605 -j^^, and engine room 
532/^, making a gross tonnage of 1138^^^^. The ship and machinery 
were surveyed by Mr. Douglas Hebson, engineer, surveyor, and surveyor of 
iron steam ships to the Board of Trade, on the 19th of September last, since 
which period she had made one voyage to the Brazils and Rio de la Plata, but 
was again inspected, and her machinery examined the day she left Liverpool. 

The Olinda appears to have been a well-built ship, abimdantly supplied with 
stores and equipments. Her commander had high testimonials, she had four 
mates, two having certificates as masters, and one as a first, mate ; the chief 
engineer was evidently a person of experience, and her crew consisted of 
sixty-five, only two being foreigners. 

This fine ship, so well manned and equipped, left the Mersey on the 26th of 
January last, under charge of Mr. Edward Fletcher Callister, a first-class branch 
pilot ; her draft of water being 15 feet forward and 14 feet 10 inches aft : she 
passed the N.W. hght-ship about noon ; it was blowing strong from the W.N.W., 
with a slight haze on the horizon and a heavy sea on. About 5 p.m. the 
Ormshead was made and a course shaped for Point Lynas. The master now 
went below and requested the pilot to inform him (by sending one of the officers) 
when they were abreast of it. At half-past 7 one of the mates, by direction of 
the pilot, informed Captain Harara that they had passed Point Lynas, who 
forthwith proceeded on deck, and found the ship about two miles to the west- 
ward of the light. Blue lights were now displayed to attract the notice of any 
vessels near, and to enable the pilot to quit the ship ; but as they were not 
answered the master inquired of Mr. Callister what he purposed doing. His 
reply was, to take her through the inner channel, and in the event of not fedling 
in with a boat, to proceed to Lisbon in the vessel. The master said he objected 
to the inner channel very much; when the pilot replied, that he had been 
twenty-three years in the service, had gone the passage day and night, that he 
had never met with an accident of any kind ; it was perfectly safe, and if left 
alone nothing would occur. About 8 p.m. the chief engineer states that the 
water was smooth, and the pilot sent for him to ask if he could drive the engines 
a little faster ; the vessel was then going eight or ten knots. 

The master now fearing they were getting too near the land, desired the man 
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at the wheel to port the hehn ; when the pilot requested he would not mterfere 
or give any orders. At 8*45., a few minutes after this conversation, the pilot 
called out " hard a port," and in a few seconds the vessel struck heavily upon 
the rocks ; the tide took her stem to the N. W., and knocked off the rudder and 
outer stem post. It was soon reported that the two foremost compartments were 
full of water, and there was no chance of saving the ship. The life-boat was 
lowered, and the females and children put into it ; blue lights, rockets, &c., as 
signals of distress were made, which brought to their assistance a pilot-boat, and 
also a boat from the shore ; and though it was blowing a gale from the S.W. 
the passengers and crew were landed in safety. 

Having carefully examined the evidence, I have no hesitation in saying that 
the loss of the " Olinda " was occasioned by the imprudent conduct of the 
pilot, in attempting a narrow and dangerous passage, when he could not dis- 
tinguish one object from another; and he admits that he took a wall on 
Camlyn Point for the Beacon on the Harry Furlough Reef. When it is taken 
into consideration that other dangers were in the inner channel, with only buoys 
to denote their position, and that he has stated in his evidence that a buoy could 
not be seen more than a cable's length from the ship, and that the speed at the 
time was 8 or 10 knots, I do think the conduct of Mr. Callister most culpable ; 
and I cannot imderstand how a person who is described as careful and efficient 
by the superintendent, and who appears to have been so up to the time of the 
unfortunate accident, should have ventured a dangerous passage on a dark 
night, when he admits that he had no lights or leading marks, and that he had to 
direct his course by the appearance of the land. When entering or proceeding 
through a dangerous channel, a prudent man would slow his engines instead of 
expediting the speed of the ship, for it must be evident that there is little chance 
of saving a vessel when she strikes the rocks going ten knots an hour, more 
especially as the wind was high when the vessel was wrecked, and had it not 
fortunately happened that the sea was tolerably smooth, many would, in all 
probability, have had to mourn the loss of their relatives and friends. 

I must do Mr. Callister the justice to say that, in his evidence he admitted 
that he never gave up charge ; that he took the whole blame of the disaster 
upon himself, and that he did not attempt to criminate either the master or any 
other person. 

I cannot, however, exonerate the commander of the ship in permitting the 
pilot to take the vessel inside the Skerries on such a night; he was out of 
pilot's water (the licence only extending to the Middle Mouse), and knowing 
the pilot was going through a channel which he considered to be dangerous, and 
which his Admiralty chart would have satisfied him was so, he should have 
taken the command of the ship, which is usually done on quitting the N.W. 
light-ship, and from which place it is considered safe for the commander to do 
so, and have passed outside the Skerries. 

Before concluding my report I think it right to observe that, after the acci- 
dent. Captain Haram, the officers, and crew, prepared the boats in a very praise- 
worthy manner, and that their first consideration was to save the lives of the 
children, females, and other passengers. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Inquiry into the Loss of the Steam Ship " Olinda," of Liverpool, 
belonging to the South American and General Steam 
Navigation Company, held by Captain W. H, Walker, of the 
Mercantile Mauine Department of the Board of Trade, by 
the direction of the Lords of the Committee of the Privy 
Council for Trade, by their WaiTant, dated the 28th day of 
January 1854, 

Custom Hoitsey Dublin^ 2d February 1854 

The Evidence of Mtles Brown, Master of the " Roscommon" Steamer, belonging to the Myles Brown. 
City of Dublin Steam Packet Company, taken on Oath. 

1. Will you inform me when you left Liverpool in the " Roscommon ?*— On the 26th * 
of January at 8 a.m. 

2. How was the wind and the state of the weather then ? — Fresh breeze from the S. W., 
and the weather tolerably fine. 

3. Did you see anything of the " Olinda" steamer ? — I was in company with her to the 
N.W. Light Ship, and then passed her. 

4. Did she continue to steer the same course as yourself? — She did not; she set her 
fore and aft sails and stood to the Northward. 

5. WiU you let me know how long she was in sight, and if there was any change in the 
wind afterwards? — She was in sight until dark ; about 10 a.m. the wind veered round to 
the N.W. wiih a very heavy gale, and continued so until about 2 p.m. When the weather 
moderated a little at 7 p.m., the wind backed again to S.W., and the weather dark and 
cloudy. 

6. When did you last see the " Olinda?" — Just before dark, on the port quarter, under 
fore and aft canvas, standing in towards the land ; at that time Point Lynas bore about 
W. by S., distant four or five miles. 

7. What do you imagine was the reason for standing in towards the land?— I made a remark 
to my second mate thait I thought she was standing in to smooth water to land the pilot 

8. Is there a safe channel between the Skerries and Carmelhead? — I have been 
through it, but we have written instructions from the Company not to do so. 

9. Do you know their reason for issuing those instructions ? — In consequence of one 
of our steamers having struck on the rock, called the Victoria Rock. 

10. How did the weather continue during the night? — The weather was more 
moderate, and the wind continued about S.W. 

IL At what time were you abreast of the Skerries ? — At 9 15 p.m. 

12. How was the tide then ? — About high water. 

13. Does the tide set fair in the Channel ? — I consider it does. 

14. You liave heard of the loss of the " Olinda** steamer ? — 1 have. 

15. Having commanded a ship several years and going constantly between Liverpool 
and Dublin, to what do you attribute the loss of the vessel, the weather not being very 
heavy at the time ? — In attempting to go through a channd at night time, which I do 
not consider safe for a large ship. 

16. What are the leading-marks of a dark night for going through the Channel ? — I 
should never attempt to go through it on a dark night — in the day time keep the Skerries 
Sound open until 1 passed the Harry Furlough. 

17. Under these circumstances you would think it imprudent to take your ship 
througii of a dark night when the winds and weather are changeable and unsettled ? — 
I certainly should. 

18. Can you favour me with any more information on the subject ? — Nothing further. 

(Signed) Myles Brown. 



The evidence of Joseph Cooke, Superintendent and Examiner of Pilots, taken upon oath j^^pk Coohe 
at the Sailor's Home, Liverpool, on the 9th February, 1854 1 

19. Do you remember the day the « Olinda" left the Mersey ?— I believe about the 26th ^^^ F eb. 1854 > 
January. 

20. Who was the pilot that took the vessel to-sea ? — Edward F. Callister. 

21. Is he licensed to take ships of any draft of water? — Yes, he is. 

22. How far to the westward does his licence extend ? — The pilot was licensed to take 
a vessel to the westward as far as the North West Light-ship, outward bound. 
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8 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN ON AN INQUIRY 

Joseph Cooke. 23. Will you favour me with your rules and regulations for the guidance of pilots? — 

[-4 copy of the Act and bye-laws were handed in by the witness,) 

9th Feb. 1854. 24. What are the re^idations as regards inward-bound vessels? — There are pilot vessels 

cruising as far west as the Middle Mouse, who furnish inward-bound vessels with pilots for 

Beaumaris, Fleetwood, and Liverpool. 

25. Then in fact their licences extend as far as the Middle Mouse? — Yes, inward- 
bound. 

26. In the event of a captain of an outward-bound ship wishing to take a pilot as far as 
Point Lynas, what is the practice ? — We do not recognise it, but there are instances they 
do it, — not by permission from us, but upon their own responsibility. 

27. Do you know why the pilot remained so long on board the "Olinda?' — He told me 
it blew so strong tliat he could not get on board his boat. 

28. Has he submitted any report to the authorities respecting the loss of the vessel? — 
He has. 

29. Will you be good enough to furnicih me with the substance of it? — I do not 
remember it. 

30. I suppose it is usual after an accident of this nature for the pilot to make a report to 
the authorities? — The pilots are bound to report all cases of collision, grounding, and 
accidents of any sort which may take place to any vessel under their charge. 

31. Do you consider the pilot had charge of the '* Olinda" when she got on shore ? — He 
could not legally have had charge. 

32. Do you issue any instructions to them respecting taking vessels inside the Skerries? 
— No, it is beyond their limits. 

33. Will you kindly inform me how lojig you have been at sea, and how many years as 
master of a vessel? — I went to sea in 1815, and commanded a ship, principally in the 
Jamaica trade, from 1827 to 1839, when I became superintendent of pilots. 

34. Are you well acqnainted with the Irish and St. George's Channels? — Yes. 

35. Do vessels often take the channel between the Skerries and Carmel-Head 'i — I believe 
small vessels may occasionally. 

36. Do you remember the draft of water of the " Olinda" when the pilot went on board? 
— That does not come within the sphere of my duties as long as a first-class pilot is on 
board, 

37. Do you not consider it very injudicious for a person to attempt that passage in a ship 
of such magnitude as the "Olinda?' — Yee, I do. 

38. And you think it would be highly culpable in a pilot either offering to take a ship 
through, or advising a master to do so? — Exceedingly injudicious. 

39. Are you aware what the leading marks are for running through that channel at 
night? — There are no marks sufficiently distinct to justify going through. 

40. From your great experience, and from the position you hold as superintendent of 
pilots, will you be good enough to inform me to what you attribute the loss of the ship ? — 
Attempting to take that channel. 

41. Have the pilotage authorities considered it necessary to make any inquiry into the 
circumstances attending the wreck of the vessel, she having on board a first-class pilot, 
who, though not legally licensed, is supposed to know accurately the channel between 
Holyhead and Liverpool ? — On the first meeting of the committee (which takes place every 
Monday) the pilot was requested to attend, and did so, to explain his own report. 

42. My authority entitles me to demand any documents connected with the subject in 
question, will you have the kindness to furnish me with a copy of the report? — I shall be 
most happy to furnish you with any information or assistance in my power. I will consult 
the chairman, and have no doubt will obtain his sanction for a copy of the report. 

43. Is there any other information you can aiford me on this subject ? — Nothing strikes 
me at present. 

(Signed) J. Cooke, Superintendent of Pilots. 



11th Feb. 1854. 



Further evidence taken upon oath, 11th February 1854. 

44. Will you have the goodness to give me your opinion as to the conduct and behaviour 
of Mr. Callister, the pilot ; and if during the time of his service he has conducted himself 
to the satisfaction of the commissioners, and if you consider him a sober, careful, and 
efficient person? — During the time that Callister has been imder my superintendenoe I 
have found him to be a sober, steady, and industrious pilot ; and I believe we have not a 
more efficient man i n the service. 

(Signed) J. Cooke. 



John Pile, The evidence of John Pile, Master Mariner, late commanding a ship belonging to the 

^ , ~ ^,^., Cork Steam Ship Company, taken upon oath. 

9th Feb. 1854. ^ tr jy r 

45. How long have you been at sea ? — I went to sea in 1812. 

46. Were you long master of a ship ? — Upwards of thirty years. 

17. Were yon some years commanding a Bhip between Liverpool and Cork ? — Off and 

on in the \\'\^\\ and St. (icorgeV C IuuurI; about twenty-six year^. 



Digitized by 



Google 



INTO THE LOSS OF THE " OLINDA" OF LIVERPOOL. 9 

48. And you consider you are well acquainted with the channel ? — I think I am. John PiU, 

49. Did you ever take the passage between the Skerries and Cannel*Head ? — I did, — — 
hundreds of times. 9th Teb. 1864. 

50. Do you consider it a safe passage with a strong breeze from the north-west ? — In that ' 
case I should go outside the Skerries. 

61. What are the leading marks for going through ? — The Skerries are the only mark, 
but we frequently see the beacon on the Harry Furlough. 

52. Suppose the night is dark, and you can*t see the Skerries, what should you do 
then ? — I should keep outside them. 

53. Do you consider it would be very imprudent to attempt going through the sound, 
provided you could not see the Skerries ? — Very imprudent. 

54. What would be the object of taking a risk of that sort on a dark night ? — There 
would be a saving of four or five miles. 

55. Do you consider it the practice for outward-bound vessels to take their pilots 
beyond the light-ship ? — They are very often taken down to Lynas. 

56. I suppose when the masters are not well acquainted with the channel, they are in 
the habit oK taking them down there ? — They are in the habit of doing so. 

57. I dare say you have heard of the loss of the " Olinda," — will you kindly inform me 
to what you attribute it ? — I consider it was an error of judgment. On the projecting 
point there is a summer-house with a flag-staff close to it, which is often taken on a dark 
night for the beacon on the Harry Furlough. 

58. Such being the case, that it is difficult to distinguish the beacon from another object, 
do you not consider it highly imprudent to attempt such a dangerous channel ? — Yes ; on 
a night, I do. 

59. Are you aware that the City of Dublin Steam Packet Company liave issued 
directions for their vessels not to go inside the Skerries ? — I am quite aware of that. 

60. Do you know their reason for giving such directions ? — I believe it was in conse- 
quence of one or two of their vessels striking inside. 

(Signed) John Pile. 



The evidence of George Hugh Haram, late master of the ^< Olinda,** taken upon oath lOih Feb. 1854. 
at tlie Sailors' Home, Liverpool, 10th February 1854. ■ 

61. How long have you been at sea ? — Nineteen years. 

62. Have you been long master of a ship ? — Six years. 

68. What certificate do you hold from the Board of Trade ? — One of competency. 

64. The "Olinda" belonged to the South American and General Steam Navigation 
Company ? — She did. 

65. How long have you been with that company ? — I superintended the building of the 
*' Olinda,*' and performed one voyage to the Brazils and River Plate in her. 

66. What was the number of crew on board? — Sixty-eight. 

67. Of that number, how many belonged to the engineer's department, and how many 
did you consider belonged to the crew ? — Nineteen in the engineer's department, seven- 
teen in the steward's, and the rest to the crew. 

68. Do you remember the draft of water ? — 15 feet aft, and 15 feet 3 inches forward. 

69. Have you saved the log-book? — The log-book was Ipst; I now produce the log- 
slate in which everything is recorded from the time of leaving Liverpool. 

70. When did you leave the Mersey ? — On Thursday, the 26th January, at 8*30 a.m. 

71. What was the state of the weather then? — Blowing hard from the W.N.W. 

72. Did the pilot quit the vessel at the N.W. light-ship ? — He did not. 

73. Why did he remain on board ? — Because it was blowing too hard for him to leave 
the vessel ; he said he would go on to the next station. 

74. Did he continue to have charge ? — He did. 

75. Will you state what took place from the time of leaving the N.W. light ship, till the 
vessel was wrecked? — We left the N.W. lightship at about 12*30 p.m., it was blowing strong 
from W.N.W., a slight haze on the horizon. We had reefed fore and aft sails set, and 
were standing to the northward on the port-tack. At about 2*30 the vessel was put round 
on the starboard-tack by the orders of the pilot We stood on that tack till we made the 
Orms-head at about 5 p.m. The pilot said by getting in with the land we shall get into 
smooth water and be able to steam her head on. We then took in the sails and steered the 
ship a direct course for Lynas. I went below, he being in charge, and directed him to send 
one of the oflSeers and call me when we were off Lymis. At about 7*30 p.m., one of my 
officers came, by the direction of the pilot, and said we had passed Lynas. I then went 
upon deck and found we were about two miles to the westward of it. He ordered blue 
lights to be burned for a boat to take liim out of the ship ; they were not answered. I 
then asked him what he purposed doing. He said to run the ship through the south 
channel, and if not falling in with a boat he must proceed to Lisbon. I told him, I 
objected to this south channel very much ; that I had the track marked by one of their 
own pilots, but that I had never come through it, though passing that way every five or six 
weeks. He answered that he had been twenty- three years in the pilot service, that he had 
gone the passage day and night often, and that he had never had an accident of any kind ; 
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G. H. Haram, that it was perfectly safe and that if I would leave him alone nothing would occur to us, 
J saying, did I suppose that a man of his standing would run a vessel of that kind where 

10th Feb. 1854. there was any risk. I mentioned that one of the large steamers had passed through that 

— ■ channel without a pilot, and that it was spoken about. I thought we were running very 

near to the land and I called out to port a little, when the pilot replied, " You must not 
give those orders, as it is necessary for me to make each point to take my departure from." 
I said, then it is the only thing we can do to have our look-outs and communications fore 
and aft in the ship perfect, and said, I would go and see to it myself. 1 went aft to the 
wheel ; the second oflScer was conning, and there were two men there, and a quartermaster 
at the port gangway, all ready to pass along any orders from the pilot. I told them to be 
prompt and inunediately obey any orders the pilot might give. I was returning towards 
the bridge and had got about halfway up the ladder, when the pilot called out 
" Hard a-port !" and she struck. The engine was stopped and the carpenter was sent 
below to make a report. In the mean time the tide slued the vessel round to the 
to the eastward : the pilot said he knew a bay where she could be beached, and we mbved 
the engine a few strokes, but she bumped so heavily as to knock away her rudder and 
after sternpost. The carpenter then reported that the two foremost compartments were 
full up to the main deck ; I sent a quarter master with a hand line to sound all round 
the ship. Finding there was no chance of saving the vessel, we partly lowered all the boats 
and put the ladies and children into the life-boat and had the others ready to land the rest of 
the passengers ; in the meantime I sent the giff on shore to look for a safe landing place, and 
fired guns and rockets as signals of distress. Here the quarter-master reported 15, 16, and 
18 feet water all round, and we removed everything over on the starboard side, so that 
on the vessel listing she should fall over towards the shore as the water left her. - The 
gig returned and reported no safe place of landing, but a pilot boat having perceived our 
signals, and a boat having come from the shore, we were enabled by their assistance lo 
land an the passengers. 

Finding there was no chance of saving the vessel, and it blowing a gale of wind from 
the S.W., the crew was ordered on shore to save their lives. 

76. What time was it when the^essel struck ? — 8.48 p.m. 

77. What was the state of the tide at this time ? — It was just past high water. 

78. It was blowing hfu-d from the so«rth-we8t was it? — It was. 
79. Was the weather' dark or clear ? — A little haay. 

SO.Could you see the points of land ? — I could 

81. Was it sufficiently light to see the buoys and beacons in the channel ? — Not until I 
was very close upon them. ' 

82. Was the beacon on the Harry Furlough seen before the vessel struck? — Being near 
the wheel I did not see it. 

83. Do you know whether the pilot saw it? — There is a piece of a wall there, that the 
pilot said he took for the beacon. 

84. Are you acquainted with the south channel ? — I am not 

85. Would you have taken the responsibility of taking your ship through, had the pilot 
not been on board ? — I would not. 

86. Did the pilot make any remark to you on the subject after the wreck of the vessel ? 
— He told me that had he taken my advice this accident would not have occurred. 

87. Had you your lead lines and log lines ready for use? — We had, all of them. 

88. Had you an azimuth compass on board ? — I never go without one. 

89. Was the ship swung to adjust the compasses before leaving? — She was, a few days 
before sailing, and has been three times since August last. 

90. Have you a standard compass aboard ? — We have. 

91. Where is it placed ?•— At the mizen-mast head, under the trussel tr^es, and we have 
all our hooks and bolts in the vicinity of it made of composition instead of iron. 

92. — And do you find its being so placed^ that it is generally so correct as to be 
depended upon ? — I should object to go to sea in an iron vessel without one similarly 
placed, as I find the local attraction below is different at one time ftt>m another, and affects 
the compasses on deck, even though adjusted by nutgnets. 

93. Had you a barometer, and other necessary nautical instruments on board, and if so 
be good enough to enumerate them ? — ^I had a barometer} sympesomiter, aneroid ther- 
mometer, sextant, and three chronometers, spare compasses, and also the Admiralty chart, 

94. Do you undertake to swear that the pilot had charge of the vessel, and gave orders 
from the time of leaving Liverpool to the time of the wreck ? — Yes I do. 

95. Have you any fiu-ther information, or is there anything you wish to state ? — I con- 
sider it right to say that I should never have thought of going tlurough that channel, had 
I not considered that the pilot had charge of the vessel. 

96. Do you not consider you were wrong in allowing the pilot to take that. channel, 
being beyond his district ? — >Io ; I did not consider it. beyond his district, as I know they 
survey as far as Holyhead, and they told me at the pilot's office that he was one of their 
best men. , 

97. Where is your certificate of competency ? — I believe it is with my things^ but I 
have not seen it since the wreck. . . ^ 

(Signed) . , G. H. Habam. 



Digitized by 



Google 



INTO THE LOSS OF THE " OUNDA^' OF LIVERPOOL. 11 

The evidence of William Hadfield, Secretary to the South Ameiican and General W. HadfieU^ Esq. 
Steam Navigation Company, taken upon oath, loth February 1864. 

98. I believe the ** Olinda" belonged to the company of which you are the secretary ? — , 
She did. 

99. She was an iron vessel, I think ?~^She was. 

100. Can you favour me with all particulars with reference to her build, &c. 
{Mr. Hcidfield here handed in a certified copy of the cantrcut and specification.^ 

101. Was she fully supplied with stores and equipments for her intended voyage ? 
— Perfectly. 

102. Has Captain Haram been long in your employment ? — He superintended the 
building of the " Olinda," and was on his second voyage. 

103. Oh his former voyage, did he give you every satisfaction ? — He did. 

] 04. Of course you consider him a sober, efficient and good officer, or else you would 
not have given him the command of the " Olinda ?'* — I do. 

105. I believe, commercially, you have been connected with Liverpool for a number of 
years ?— I have. 

106. Do you consider that the pilot wag in charge of the vessel when she was wrecked? 
— From the statements of othera I do. 

107. Is there any information you wish to give relative to the loss of the ship? — 
Nothing further than to express endre satisfiftction with the conduct of the captain, 
officers, and engineers up to the time of and since the unfortunate event 

(Signed) W. Hadfield. 



The evidence of Douglas Hebson, Engineer Surveyor, and Shipwright Surveyor for Douglas Hebson. 
Iron Vessels to the Board of Trade taken upon oath. 

108. By the declarations forwarded to the Board of Trade, dated 19th September 1858, 
I perceive the ** Olimla ** was surveyed by you ? — She was. 

109. At that time you found the ship herself, her engines and equipments, perfect 
in every way ? — I did. 

1 10. She has been a voyage to the Brazils since that survey took place, has she not 9 — 
She has. 

111. Do you know if any repairs were done to her before starting on the 26lh January 
last? — I do; I was employed by the company to see the repairs, which were renderea 
necessary by the wear and tear of the voyage (the most important of which was the getting 
in of the wooden teeth into the cog-wheel), executed; everything was done in a very 
efficient state the day she went to sea, as I examined her thoroughly. 

112. How many water-tight compartments was she fitted with ? — I believe five, and th 
engineer reported to me, upon his return from the wreck, that when he left the '* Olinda,** 
the water had not penetrated into the engine room. 

118. And you can declare that she was fitted with all the requirements of the Steam 
Navigation Act ? — I can. 

1 14. Is there anything further you wish to state ? — I consider it my duty as an officer 
of the Board of Trade to state, that in addition to the ship being well equipped in every 
way, that I have known Captain Haram some years, and he has always had the reputation 
of being a very careful and efficient officer, 

(Signed) Douglas Hebson. 



The evidence of Robert Patterson, 1st Engineer of the late ship << Olinda," taken Robert FMenon. 

upon oath. * . 

115. Where do you belong to ? — Greenock. 

116. Did you serve your time there ? — I did, with Messrs. Scott, Sinclair and Co. 

117. Have you been employed as engineer on board a ship for any length of time ? — 
I have. 

118. Had you every reason to be satisfied with the working of the engines of the 
"Olinda*'?— Yes,Ihad. 

119. Can you state what took place in your department from the time of leaving the 
N.W. light snip, till the wreck ? — From the time of leaving Liverpool till about six o'clock 
in the evening, I was below with the other engineers attending to the engines. About 8 p.m. 
we were well in with the land, and the water being smooth, the pilot sent for me on deck, 
to know if I could drive the engine a little faster; I gave them a little more steam. About 
8*45, the vessel struck on the Harry Furlough. I received orders from the deck to stop 
and back the engines, which was done ; the vessel then struck aft, and carried away the 
rudder and stern frame : the propeller jammed agidnst the rocks. The engine-room wab 
perfectly tight ; turned on the donkey^ and lifted the safety valves, got the fires drawn, and 
shut all the cocks— the engine*room still tight; sounded the forehold along with the 
carpenter and found the water eight inches from the saloon deck; at 9*45 examined the 
tunnel and shut off the small water-pipe, propeller standing nearly across the stem, the 
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Robert Patterson, 



after crank to the starboard side; 10 p.m., no increase of water in the engine-room, went 
into the tunnel again, quite dry aft ; the vessel striking heavily, went on deck to give 
10th Feb. 1854. v assistance, and remained on board with the captain and officers till morning, I suppose 
■ about three or four o'clock. 

120. At the time the vessel struck how many revolutions were the engines making in a 
minute ? — Twenty-nine. 

121. What pressure were you working at? — Fourteen pounds. 

122. Was there any water in the engine-room or tunnel when you left the ship ? — There 
was not 

123. What speed do you imagine you were going at the time the vessel struck ? — ^At 
about eight or ten knots. 

(Signed) Robert Patterson, 



E. F. CalUster. 



The Evidence of Edward Fleicher Callister, Pilot, of Liverpool, taken on oath : — 

124. What is your age ? — Thirty-nine years this month. 

125. Are you a first-class pilot? — lam. 

126. How long have you been so ?^- About thirteen years. 

127. Your licence enables you to take vessels of any draft of water? — It does. 

128. Do you know the draft of the "OJinda" ?— About 15 feet forward, and 14 feet 10 
inches aft, the night before sailing. 

129. When did you leave the river? — About 8.30 a.m. we rounded the rock. 

130. Did you quit the vessel at the north-west Jight ship? — I could not. It was 
blowing a p:ale from W. to N.N.W. 

131. Will you state what took place from the time of passing the N.W. light ship till 
the vessel was wrecked ? — 1 should state that when abreast the N.W. buoy the ship pitched 
so heavily that the propeller was frequently out of the water, and they had to ease the 
engines in consequence. We set the fore and aft sails, and stood to the northward, on the 
port tack. About two o'clock we went about, and put the ship on the starboard tack. At 
4 or 4.30 P.M. we fetcbed in to the Little Ormshead. We then took in the canvas, and 
steered her W.N.W. for Lynas, and showed blue lights, at intervals, until we arrived at the 
Middle Mouse, to enable me to get out of the ship, in the event of any pilot boats being 
near. We went inside the Middle Mouse close in shore. I was on the bridge when 
the captain asked me if there was any danger from being so close. I replied no, that 
I was well acquainted with the coast, and could see the land distinctly, and that I would 
not put a man into a position that I would not go into myself. We proceeded along for 
Harry Furlough tower, thinking to make it on the port side. I mistook a wall on the point 
of land for the beacon, and when I discovered my mistake I gave the order to stop the 
engines and put the helm hard-a-port, but before she could recover her port helm she went 
upon die Harry Furlough rocks. We tried to reverse the engines, but the fore compartment 
filled immediately, and the engines would not act. The ude took her stern to the N.W. 
and knocked ofi" the rudder and stern post. Signals of distress were fired, and rockets and 
blue Uirhts shown. Some of the passengers were taken out of the vessel by No. 3 pilot boat, 
and others by a boat from the shore. 1 was so alarmed Uiat I hardly knew what occurred 
after we struck. 

132. Do you consider you had charge of the ship up to the time of her wreck ? — I never 
gave up charge. 

133. Does your licence extend to Holyhead? — Our limit extends to the Middle Mouse. 

134. Suppose a master of an outward-bound ship requested you to condnue charge of 
the ship to Point Lynas, should you do so under ordinary circumstances? — We never do 
except in bad weather. 

135. Was there any pilot boat on the station at the Middle Mouse ? — I did not see 
any. 

136. In consequence of the bad weather preventing you leaving the ship, what did you 
purpose doing ? — I made up my mind to go inside the Skerries, and by keeping in smooth 
water I thought I might meet with a small vessel and get on shore. 

137. Your original intention was to go outside the Skerries ? — It was. 

138. When you altered the course to go in shore to take the southern passage, did 
you inform the master of the ship ? — I did not. 

139. Don't you consider you took a great responsibility upon yourself in not doing so? 
— I did not inform him, but he was upon deck. 

140. Did any conversation take place between the master and yourself? — I said I had 
been 25 years at sea, and was well acquainted with the channel. 

141. Have you often been through before? — I have, and I cannot tell how many times, 
and I have frequently surveyed it in pilot boats. 

142. Was the night sufficiently clear to see the buoys and beacons upon the different 
dangers in the channel ? — It was. 

143. At what distance on a dark night could you discern the buoy on the Victoria 
Rock ? — A cable's length. 

144. At what speed were you going? — I suppose 10 knots. 
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145. Did you give any orders to slow the engines ? — Not till I discovered my mistake, E. F, Cattiiter. 
when I desired them to put the helm hard-a-poi t and stop the engines. — 

146. What are the leading marks to take you through the channel at night? — We gene- 10th Feb. 1854, 
rally go by the sight of the land ; my usual practice in going through that channel is to make " ■■'■ 

the Harry Furlough beacon, and then to make for Carmel Point 

147. Have you any instructions from the commissioners regarding theci>annel? — No, 
I have none. 

148. Have you made any report to the commissidners respecting the accident? —I did, 
on the Monday following the accident. 

149. Have they had any inquiry upon the subject? — They have; I was called in and 
questioned on the subject 

150. How many vessels have you taken in and out since the accident? — Two in and 
one out 

151. On the morning after the wreck, did you tell the captain that if you had followed 
his advice the accident would not have happened? — 1 did. 

152. Did the captain object to going through ?— He asked if there was any danger. 

153. You attribute the accident to your having mistaken the wall for the beacon at the 
Harry Furlough rocks ? — I do. 

154. Has that wall been lately erected? — I cannot tell; I never observed it before. 

155. What are the dimensions of it? — About twelve feet broad, and thirteen feet high, 
and it appears to me as if it had been biult for shelter. 

156. Does it look as if lately put up ? — It does not look aged. 

157. When were you last through that passage? — From the 15th to the 20th of 
December last. 

168. I suppose it was about high water when the " Olinda " got on shore ? — It was ebb 
tide, but it was high water in the offing. 

159. You state you have been a first class pilot thirteen years ; have you met with any 
accidents before ? — Only very trifling ones. I never lost a ship before, and I have never 
been reported in any way for misconduct, and never brought a ship in that the captain 
refused to take me out. 

160. Have you anything further you wish to state? — I have not. 

(Signed) E. F. Callister. 



The Evidence of James JBlow, Chief Mate of the late ship <' Olinda," taken upon oath. James Blow. 

161. What certificate do you hold from the Board of Trade? — I have a certificate of 
competency as master given in exchange for one I received from the Trinity House, having 
passed my examination in 1847. 

162. Will you have the s;oodness to state what took place from the time the ** Olinda" 
left the N.W. light ship till she was wrecked? — On leaving the N.W. light ship it blew 
strong from the W.N.W., but moderated gradually as we proceeded to Point Lynas. We 
kept close to the Point to find a pilot-boat, and burned blue lights to attract the attention 
of any that might be near. We continued close on shore til! 8 o'clock, when I went off 
duty. At that time I think we were between the East and Middle Mouse. 

163. At the time you left the deck were you steering to the northward of the 
Skerries or for the inside passage ? — I believe for the inside passage. 

164. Up to the time of your leaving the deck,did"you consider the pilot to be in charge 
of the vessel ? — Most decidedly, 

165. Was the pilot giving directions to the man at the wheel during the whole time ? — 
He was. 

166. Did you hear any conversation between Captain Haram and the pilot as to the 
ship being too close in shore ? — 1 was standing on the bridge with the captain and the 
pilot, and the look-outs, I heard the captain remark to the pilot that we were very close in 
shore, and I said quietly " I think we are very close." I do not exactly remember what 
the pilot said, but the captain seemed to have full confidence in him. After seeing the 
look-outs properly stationed (we had two men, one on each side of the bridge, another on 
the forecastle, and a quartermaster stationed between the bridges and the wheel, to 
prevent all mistakes, and to pass the word along; the second mate was also 
stationed by the two men at the wheel, and the third mate on the bridge with the 
captain and pilot, at about 8.20. p.m. I went below. I was turning into bed at 8.43. 
when I felt the ship strike and sprang upon deck ; found the ship had struck the rocks and 
her stern was swinging round to the westward ; I immediately took charge of the boats, 
and had them lowered half down in readiness to be used. The ladies and children were 
then put into the starboard life boat in charge of the third officer, and the boat's crew had 
made the boat fast astern. The gig was then manned and sent with the fourth mate in 
search of a landing place. Before the gig returned a shore boat came off; the purser was 
sent in her to go to Holyhead to try and procure a steamer, and also to telegraph the 
intelligence to Liverpool. During this time we were burning blue lights and firing guns 
as signals of distress, and the crew orderlv, well behaved, and obedient to commands, wliich 
appeared to give great confidence to the passengers. The Camlyn life boat came soon 
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James Blow. 
lOOi Feb. 1864. 



afterwards and made two trips witli passengers, and was stove upon her third passage to the 
ship. In the mean time a pilot boat came near the ship and sent a boat's (crew on board with 
a pilot who remained with us, while his crew assisted in taking the ladies and the rest of the 
passengers into his boat 

167. How many passengers were there ? — I believe about 28. 

168. What was your own pilot doing all this time ? — He remained on the bridge and 
appeared quite confounded, and left the vessel when the captain and officers were obliged 
to abandon her. 

169. How many boats had you ? — Five. 

170. How many fitted as life boats ? — Two. 

171. Were they perfectly ready for lowering with oars, rudder, and plug complete? — 
They were, and there was a painter fitted to each boat. 

172. Up to the time of the vessel striking, was it your impression that the pilot had 
charge of the ship ? — Most decidedly. 

173. You state that it blew very hard during part of your passage ; did the conduct of 
the pilot impress you with confidence in him? — Yes, I thought him an experienced man, 

174. 1b there any thing further you wish to state ? — Nothing further. 

(Signed) James Blow. 



J. T. Thearle. 



The Evidence of John Thomas TaBARLEt Second Mate of the late ship ^^ Olinda,*' 

upon oath on the 11th February 1854 



taken 



I am a native of Plymouth, and aged 23 years. 

175. How long have you been at sea? — Seven years and one hal£ 

176. Have you been mate of a ship before? — I have been two years first and second mate 
of a vessel. 

177. H^ve you a certificate firom the Board of Trade? — I passed an examination at 
Liverpool about seven months ago, and have a certificate of competency as first mate. 

178. Were you on deck when the blue lights were burned as signals for sending the pilot 
out ot the ship? — I was. 

179. Was that off Point Lynas? — The first was burned about three miles to the eastward 
of it, and we continued to burn them for some time. 

. State what took place after leaving Point Lynas ? — I had been upon deck all day, 
and between 6 and 7 o'clock went below to get my tea, and returned on deck about 7*30, 
and took up some more blue lights, in case they might be required during the night ; 
about 8*10 I went on the bridge where the captain and pilot were standing together; 
the pilot desired me to see that the men were keeping a good look out on the forecastle, 
which being done, I returned to the bridge, and remained there till the vessel struck* 

181. Did you hear any conversation between the master and the pilot about the course 
the vessel was steering? — I heard the pilot say to the captain "Inhere is no fear or danger 
at all/' and I believe he said something about the course, and the captain left the bridge, 
and went aft to the wheel to see that she was in the course the pilot wished. 

182. Could you distinctly see the different points of land? — 1 could see the land clearly, 
but not the points. 

183. Did the ship appear to be very close to the shore ?— She did. 

184. What was the state of the weather then ? — It was blowing fresh, and was rather 
hazy on the water. 

185. What distance could you discern an object from? — Half-a-quarter of a mile, if it 
was large. 

186. Could you have seen a beacon or a buoy two cables' length from the ship ? — ^I could 
not 

187. As you were stationed on the bridge keeping a look out by the pilot, did you see 
anything you supposed to be a beacon on the Harry Fiirlough ? — I did not, it was too dark 
for that. 

188. Did you hear the pilot make any remark about a beacon ? — He told them t^ look 
out for a beacon 1(^ or 15 minutes before she struck. 

189. You did not see anything like a wall that might have been taken for a beacon? — 
After the vessel was on shore I did, but I was on the starboard side. 

190. Who was on the bridge when the vessel struck ? — I was, and the two look outs. 

191. What speed do you think she was going at ?— -I should think, that taking the current 
into consideration, and the vessel going at full speedy that we were going at 14 knots. 

(Signed) John Thomas Thearle. 



David Sauiar, The Evidence of Davio Soutar, Third Mate of the late ship "Olinda," taken upon oath. 

192. Where do you belong? — I belong to Leith, and am 34 years old. 
198. How long have you been at sea?- Since 1832. 

194. Have you been mate of a ship before ? — I have been 14 years master and mate of a 
ship. 
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195. What certificate do you hold from the Board of Trade? — I passed a first-class David S&tUar. 
examination at Leith, I thidk it was in 1848, and have received a certificate from the Board . 

of Trade in exchange for one I got from the Leith Board. 10th Feb. 1854. 

1 96. What was the state of the weather when you left the Mersey on the 26th of January ? — 

— Blowing hard from the westward. 

197. Were you on deck when you made the Orms Head? — I was. 

198. What time was that ? — About four o'clock. 

199. Was there any alteration in the weather then ? — It was much more moderate. 

200. Did the wind still continue from the westward ? — ^It moderated, but drew round 
to W.S.W. 

201. Did you then shape a course for Point Lynas ? — We did. 

202. Was the pilot in charge of the ship at this time ? — Yes ; in full charge. 

203. Will you state what took place from that time till the vessel was wrecked ? — At 
6 o'clock the crew was mustered and appointed to their separate watches ; I went below to 
get my tea. About 7 o'clock I was called up by the 4th offieer to assist in burning blue 
lights, to attract the notice of any pilot vessel that might be near. At about 7.45 I came 
on deck again, and found we were very near Point Lynas. At 8 o'clock I resumed my 
watch upon the quarter-^ieck to relieve the chief officer ; he told me there was no course, 
but I was to pay attention to the orders given by the pilot, who was then upon the bridge ; 
he also told me to see the look-out properly placed^ which I did, and then placed myself near 
the wheel to observe that the ship was properly steered, and to obey any orders given by the 
pilot At about 20 minutes to 9, the captain came to me and asked if the look-outs were 
properly placed, and said to give her the helm quick, and pay particular attention to the pilot 
He looked at the compasses, and (hore appeared to be a difference of half a point I told him 
the look-outs were properly placed, and where ; and said that every attention would be paid. 
Being on the quarter-deck attending to the steerage, I had not an opportunity of seeing 
the land or the lights ; but about a few minutes before 9, the pilot called out ^^ head a port" 
and *' stop her" and the vessel immediately struck. 

204. You considered that from the time the vessel left Liverpool to the time of the 
wrecks the pilot had charge ?— I did^ and received all the orders from him from the time of 
leaving till the ship took the ground. 

205. Had you a very good crew ? — We had. 

206. Had you many foreigners amongst them ?— I believe only three. 

207. Have you any thing further to state ? — 1 have not 

208. Did you observe a wall or any building upon Camlyn point? — I did, resembling the 
side of a house — it was about 9 feet square. 

209. Did you visit it after the vessel was wrecked ? — I did, and it appeared to have been 
standing there for some time. 

(Signed) David Soutar. 



** Pilot Committee Room, 
Liverpool, 10th, 2, 1854. 

Copy of Report. SOth, Ist 1854. 

** Edward F. Callister reports being on. board the screw steamer ** Olinda** on Thursday 
** the 26th instant; that in passing in shore, with the view of going between the rocks 
« Harry Furlong and the Coal Rock, at about 8'43 p.m., mistook a wall on Harry Furlong 
" Point for the Perch; and before I could rectify the mistake, the vessel struck, and! 
•* fear will become a wreck.** 

(Signed) *^ E. F. CALLISTER." 
True copy from Report Book. 

J. COOK, 
Superintendent of Pilots. 

Sscretart's Statement as to Steam -ship *' Olinda," Capt Haram, belonging to the South 
American General Steam Navigation Company, bound to Brazil and the River Plate, 

The '^ Olinda " left the Mersey (where she had been at anchor for 24 hours) on the 
morning of the 26th January. She had a full cargo, and about 30 passengers. 

The "Olinda" was built by Messrs. John Reid and Company, of Port Glasgow, with 
engines by Messrs. Caird & Co., of same place, both under the superintendence of Mr. 
Douglas Hebson, with a sealed contract and specifications. Her measurement under the old 
tonnage was 1,014 tons. Cylinders, 55 inches with 4 feet stroke and gearing engines. 
Nominal horse power, 200. Launched in April 1853. 

The "Olinda** underwent a thorough overhaul before she sailed, as proved by the report 
of Mr. Douglas Hebson herewith. She had her full complement of officers and men, and 
was in every way eflBcient for her contemplated voyage. 

Liverpool, 18tb February 1854 William Hadfield. 
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We, the undersigned passengers on board the South American and General Steam 
Navigation Company's ship " Olinda," do hereby certify that no blame can be attributed lo' 
the captain and officers for the loss of that fine ship; the captain having remonstrated strongly 
with the pilot to persuade him against taking the vessel through such a dangerous channel 
— to which the pilot replied, he was perfectly competent, and that the channel was safe, 
although it was dark. 

During the short time we were on board we experienced the most terrific weather, when 
the ship behaved nobly, and the machinery worked admirably. After having struck, and 
was firmly fixed on the rocks, every exertion was made by Captain Haram, his chief officer 
Mr. Blow, and all under their command — to the coolness and exertion of whom, the safety 
of our lives may be attributed, their first consideration being to get the ladies and children 
out of danger. We also take this opportunity of expressing our thanks to the Revds. 
Messrs. Johnson and Williams, of that part of Anglesea, for their kind assistance and 
exertions under such trying circumstances, which we shall ever feel indebted to them for. 
Liverpool, 30th January, 1854. 

(^Signed) Robert Lambert. 

Alexander Grant. 

Pedro Vianna d*Aranjo Basto. 

Charles R Bell. 

Joseph Norris. 

James Norris. 

James H. Arkwright. 

George Charles Dean. 



List of Passengers, per Steam-ship *^ Olinda " bound from Liverpool, for Lisbon, 
Brazils, and the River Plate, sailed 20th January 1854. 



Name. 


Number of 
Berth. 


Number of 
Persons. 


Destination. 


Joseph Norris - - - 
James Norris - - - - 
Edward de Bonnemason - 
Charles Bell - - - - 
Thomas Slatter - - - 
Alexander Grant - - - 
Arthur Blank _ - - 
M. Ark Wright - - - - 
Robert Lambert - - - 
J. Aberli - - - - 
P. V. A. Basto - 
Henry Crawford - - - 
Mr. and Mrs. Havers, 4 children, " 
governess, and I female servant 
Thomas Barry - - - 
Baron de Finck, Baroness de Finck 

Freebody - - - 

Chevalier - - - 

Guiod - - - - 
George Deane ... 


37 
36 
40 
58 
59 
19 
20 

62 
63 

56 


1 
1 
I 
I 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

8 

1 

'2 

1 
1 
1 

1 


Rio de Janiero. 
Buenos Ayres, 

99 

Pernambuco. 
The Plate. 
Bahia. 

Monte Video. 
Bahia. 

The Plate. 
Monte Video. 
Buenos Ayres. 

Lisbon. 
Buenos Ayres. 

Rio de Janiero. 


Total number persons - 


27 
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REPORT. 



To THE RioHT Honourable the Lords of the Committee ov 
Privy Counch. for Trade. 

My Lords, 

Pursuant to directions received jfrom your Lordships that 1 should hold 
an enquiry into the circumstances attending the wreck of the ship " Tayleur,** 
I lost no time in leaving London,^ and reached Dublin on the 24th ultimo, abou 
noon ; being little more than twenty-four hours after the news of the loss of the 
vessel had reached the Board of Trade. 

I placed myself in immediate commimication with Mr. Davis, the County 
Coroner, and went with him to the police office to ascertain if any intelligence 
had been received from the wreck, and was informed that several bodies had 
been washed on shore at Lambay, but the boisterous state of the weather pre- 
vented any of them being removed from the island until the 26th. On the next 
day an inquest was held at Malahide — the bodies of Edward Hewley, the second 
mate, and a child belonging to the surgeon of the ship, Mr. Cunningham (who 
had perished), were identined, and a jury, composed of some of the most re- 
spectable inhabitants of the neighbourhood, assembled, and gave 2T^at attention 
to the evidence, 

I attended this inquest until its termination on the 30th, and received every 
assistance from the Coroner, who requested me to put any questions I pleased 
to the witnesses, which I occasionally did in consequence of there being no 
nautical person present to explain parts of the evidence. 

On my first arrival in Dublin I ascertained that a passenger saved from the 
vessel was in the Jervis Street Hospital. I proceeded there and took his 
depositions. 

On the morning of the 31st, I summoned witnesses to attend me at the Custom 
House, the Collector having given a room for my investigation. I was employed 
until the 2nd instant in receiving their testimony, which was taken upon oath. 

Having carefully considered the evidence, I have now the honour to report for 
Your Lordships' information: 

That the new ship " Tayleiur'* belonged to Messrs. Charles Moore and Co. of 
Liverpool, was classed A 1 at Lloyds, registered 1979 tons, and was by the old 
measurement 1640 tons, the draft of water, as stated by the master, was 17 feet 
forward and 18 feet 3 inches abaft. Her crew consisted of 56, including the 
commander and three mates, but there were 70 names on the ship's articles, or 
stewards having been engaged to attend the passengers, receiving for wages one 
shilling a month, with permission to remain behind in Australia ; and there ap- 
pear to have been 13 saloon and 445 steerage passengers, making a total of 528 
persons. 

The ship was constructed of iron, and divided into five distinct water-tight 
compartments, each having a separate well and sounding pipe ; her length on 
deck was 234 feet, and her extreme breadth about 39 feet ; she had three decks 
permanently laid, and a roimd house 40 feet long, aild appears to have been a 
strong, well built ship, and abundantly equipped with stores for her intended 
voyage, having been inspected and approved by Lieutenant Prior, R.N., the 
assistant emigration officer, who reported that every thing was on board in 
accordance with the provisions of the Passengers* Act, and granted a certificate 
to that effect. 

The " Tayleur** left the Mersey on Thursday the 19th of January, at noon 
and about 7 or 8 p.m., having arrived between Point Lynas and the Skerries, the 
pilot left the ship, but previous to his doing so, the captain had remarked that 
there was a difference of half a point in the compass. The wind at this time 
was S.S.W., the ship on the port tack, and the weather tolerably fine ; they had 
one reef in the topsful. The breeze now freshened quickly,, and by nine o'clock it 
was blowing a strong gale, and it became necessary to reduce sail to close reefed 
topsails ; this was a work of labour, and not accomplished until three or four 
o'clock in the morning. 
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It must be taken into consideration that the " Tayleur" had only been about 
twelve hours from port. The running rigging and sails were new, and of course 
more difficult to work than they would have been after being in use for a little 
time ; the officers and crew were strangers to each other — generally the case at 
the commencement of the voyage ; but, allowing for all these difficulties, there 
must have been great blame or inefficiency somewhere. 

Captain Noble, in his evidence, states that the reef tackles were foul, and that 
it tooK a long time to clear them ; that the boatswain and some three or four oi 
the men were suffering from the effects of dmnkenness, and had stowed themselves 
away to escape their duties. Certain it is, that, during these six hours, the crew 
were employed in reducing sail and taking two reefs in the topsails ; that the 
main topsail was split, and the ship must have been drifting bodily to leeward ; 
and Mr. Nichols, an old sailor, one of the passengers, states that the sails were 
flapping all night, and if the canvas had not been new, they would all have been 
blown to pieces. This, I think, will sufficiently account for the alarm felt by the 
passengers not accustomed to shipboard, as, during the same time, the night was 
dark and stormy and the ship lurching heavily in the sea. 

On Friday, the gale continued from the southward, moderating at intervals, 
which enabled them to make more sail ; the crew was employed in putting 
things into their places, and occasionally wearing ship ; and through the exertion 
of the master and his officers, the men appear to have been more active and 
efficient in their duties. 

It is stated that about four o'clock on Saturday morning, the Skerries Light 
was in sight, bearing S.W. about twelve miles, not very far from the place the 
pilot had quitted the ship on Thursday evening. The wind is now described as 
being more moderate ana backing to the S.S.E., which enabled the ship to make 
a S.W. by W. and S.W. course. Up to eight a.m. this day we hear of no 
further complaints of the compasses ; and the captain states that he saw the 
Calf of Man Lights and returned to the Skerries, and his calculations were 
apparently correct ; but now it was discovered that there was a difference of one 
and a half and two points between the compass before the helmsman and that in 
front of the poop, and that the one fixed on the skylight, between the two, was 
so sluggish tnat it would not act at all ; other cards were put into the foremost 
binnacle, but the result was the same, and even shewing a greater discrepancy ; the 
master attributed this to the influence of the chain mizen topsail sheets, and acted 
upon the supposition that the compass before the wheel was correct. 

The ship apparently continued to steer S.W. and S.W. by S., but the wind 
increased, and by eleven o'clock the ship was under close reefed fore and mizen 
topsails, double reefed main topsail and foresail, and the supposed position was 
mcklow Head, W. by S. twenty miles. The weather had been thick and hazy up 
to about half-past eleven, when the wind shifted suddenly to the S.S.W., the 
weather clearing a little at the same time, and the land was seen on the lee beam 
and extending to about two points on the weather bow, and supposed to be three 
or four miles distant (which, m my opinion, could not have been the case). They 
tried to wear the ship off the land, but not succeeding, the two anchors were let 
go, the chains broke and the ship drifted broadside on to the rocks. And now 
the greatest confusion prevailed ; many jumped on the rocks, — some lost their 
lives in the attempt ; the master appears to have been cool and collected, and, 
by placing spars and ropes from the ship to the shore, enabled many to save 
their lives. The spritsail yard was overhanging tlie rocks, and a rope being 
attached, most of the crew got on shore by it ; but I regret to say, that but of 
about 100 females, only three were preserved. The ship continued to roll heavily 
agamst the rocks for a little time, when a sea broke over her, carrying every- 
thing before it, and the uufortunatc " Tayleur" went down stem foremost; and, 
by this sad calamit}^ out of 528 persons, 290 met with a watery grave, the master 
being the last person who left the vessel. 

From a careful consideration of the evidence, I am of opinion that the loss of 
the " Tayleur'' was occasioced hy the master making his calculations and placing 
his position on the chart, upon the supposition that the compass before the 
helmsman was correct. He was aware there was a difference of two points between 
the compasses, but he knew not which was in error ; and I fiuther think the wreck 
of this vessel might have been prevented, had the master taken the precaution of 
using his lead. He had the Admiralty chart on board and looked at it every 
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hour, and the soundings must have stared him in the face. I put the folJowiog 
question to him : — 

" Such bemg the case, do not you think you were \\Tong in not trying 
" for soundings ? —I think I did wrong, and this will be a warning to me in 
" fiiture." 

And Lieutenant Prior, R.N., a very intelligent ofBcer, who, for three years, 
commanded a packet conveying the mails between Liverpool and Dublin, states, 
•* I have run between the Bell-buoy and Kingstown by my soundings." 

My enquiry having elicited the particulars of the wreck, I beg to observe, that 
it appears strange to me that the owners of an iron ship with iron masts, who 
spared no care nor expense in fitting her for sea, should have omitted taking the 
necessary precaution of ascertaining the local disturbance of the compasses, by 
swinging the vessel after the stores and equipments were on board ; this operation 
having been performed two months prior to sailing, and before the cargo was 
taken in. 

The number of instances in which vessels have been lost by the compasses 
being in error, renders it desirable that more care should should be bestowed on 
this subject; and it is extraordinary that the commander 6f the " Tayleur," — who 
holds a first class certificate, and who, in consequence of having passed such an 
excellent examination, was recommended by the Liverpool examiners as an 
excellent officer— should have proceeded to sea, unprovided with an azimuth 
compass — and should have started in an iron ship on a voyage to the southern 
hemisphere, where the compasses might have been differently affected, without 
the means of ascertaining with accuracy the error of his compasses ; more 
specially when he admits in evidence that he had carte-blanche from the 
owners to procure everything he wanted. And I beg to suggest to your lordships 
whether it might not be desirable for the Emigration Commissioners, in addition 
to the excellent instructions now issued to their officers, that they should require 
every vessel coming within the provisions of the Passengers' Act, to be provided 
with that necessary and valuable instrument — an azimuth compass ; and that all 
iron ships and steamers should have their compasses adjusted, the deviation ascer- 
tained, and a card with a table of errors produced Ixifore the vessel proceeds to sea. 

Before closing my Report, I consider it necessary to advert to the crew of the 
vessel, and to state that I do not consider the " Tayleur" was sufficiently manned. 
By the articles it appears there were three mates, one surgeon, two carpenters, 
one boatswain, and one sailmaker, besides twenty-one stewards and cooks ; but 
of the crew to work the ship, only twenty -two able seamen, thirteen ordinary 
seamen, and six boys, making forty-one in number. With the large number of 
passsengers, the cooks and stewards (most of the latter had not been to sea 
before) would be fully occupied in attending to them. 

It is stated by the master and his officers that after the first night the crew of 
the " Tayleur*' (British and foreign) did their work very well, and I do not 
consider they are in any way implicated in the loss of the vessel. The instructions 

?ivea to the emigration officers are, that in ships not under contract with the 
commissioners they arc, as regards manning, to comply with the usages of the 
port, and at Livcrpooi, as stated by Lieutenant Prior, three to the 100 tons are 
considered sufficient ; now it should be understood that this is upon what is 
usually denominated the old measilremcnt, which is a fallacy entirely, as wiJl 
appear by the following statement as regards the " Tayleur." She was by the 
old measurement (sec owners' letter) 1640 tons, but by the existing law, under 
which she was registered, 1979 tons, and is supposed to have been of the actual 
burthen of 3500 tons and upwards. She had on board at the time of sailing 
2516 tons, besides accommodation for 472 passengers, and it will be seen by the 
evidence of the carpenter that she had heavy masts and yards, to manage which 
she would have (supposing all to be on duty) only 21 men and boys in a watch. 
When it is remembered that this ship had to go a long voyage, to pass through the 
tropics, and then to encounter bad weather in a high latitude, where in all pro- 
bability some of the men would be on the sick list, I think that three men to the 100 
tons, as now calculated, arc insufficient. Where vessels merely carry cargo it is 
for the owners and imderwriters to manage their own business, but where emigrant 
passengers ai'c can'ied, I presume they have a right to expect some protection 
irom the Government. The Emigration Commissioners require four men to the 
100 tons for vessels under contract, and I respectfully suggest that this rule 
should be applied to all emigrant ships, in accordance with the 25th section of 
15 & 16 Vict. cap. 54. 

A3 
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Before concluding my Report, I think it right to observe that, attributing, 
as I do, great neglect and want of caution to the master, it is only an act 
of justice to Captain Noble to state, that from the time the vessel left Liverpool, 
until she struck upon Lambay, he appears to have been most active and energetic 
in his duties, seldom leaving the deck, and after the wreck he did all in his power 
to assist the passengers, and did not relax his endeavours imtil the ship sunk 
under him and he had to swim in shore for self-preservation ; also during the 
inquiry he evinced the greatest desire to give every information required of him, 
and gave his evidence in a straightforward manner, without a wish to disguise or 
conceal anything. His certificate of competency was lost in the ship, and it is 
for your Lordships' consideration to determine whether a renewed one should be 
granted or not, as without that document he must remain unemployed as a 
master of a British foreign-gomg ship. 

Appended to my Report is a letter from Mr. Walsh, Lloyd's agent, who is 
also the Receiver of the Droits of Admiralty. His conduct is deserving the highest 
commendation, for immediately the tidings reached him of the sad disaster he 
hired a steamer on his own responsibility and proceeded to the wreck, and sue- 
ceeding in bringing to Dublin 286 of the survivors, who were in a great state of 
destitution, and then saw their wants and comforts attended to. 

On the meeting of the directors of the City of Dublin Steam Packet Company, 
they, with their usual liberality, released Mr. Walsh from the engagement he 
had made to pay 25/. for the steamer, and they also placed extra men and boats 
on board the vessel to expedite the embarkation of the sufferers. 

Having noticed several remarks in the papers respecting the foreigners on board 
the " Tayleur," it may be necessary to observe, that they numbered fourteen, and 
by the evidence of the master and mates, they had every reason to be satisfied 
with their behaviour. 

I have the honomr to be, 
Yoiu: Lordships* hmnble and obedient servant, 

W. H. WALKER. 

Dublin, February 6th, 1854. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 

BBFORB 

CAPT.V; H.WALKER, OF THE NAVAL DEPARTMENT OF THE BOARD OF TRADE,^ 

jLT THE 

COUNCIL OFFICE, WHITEHALL. 



First Day. — 26^A January^ 1854. 

The evidence of John Nichols, a native of Cawsand Bay, Devonshire, taken upon /^^„ Mckok. 
oath, at the Infirmary, Jervis Street, Dublin. •••i.. 

I went to sea on board Her Majesty's ship " Valorous,'' in the year 1821, and continued 26AJm^854. 
on board of her for three years and four months, in the capacities of boy and seaman, 
since whidi time I have been employed in the fishing trade out of Plymouth, as master 
and owner of different fishing vessels. 

I was a cabin passenger by the " Tayleur," I came round firom Plymouth to Liverpool 
and joined her the day she came out of the dock, and she sailed on Thursday the 
19th instant. 

1. State, to the best of your recollection, what took place from that time till the vessel 
was wrecked ? — We commenced getting the anchor about eight o*clook in the morning. 
The crew being insufficient the passengers wei*e obliged to assist, and I suppose it was four 
hours before the anchor was catted ; the steamei* then took us in tow and the wind was 
fibvourable, and the pilot left the ship in the steamer about six o'clock p.m. off a light 
which I heard the sailors say was Point Lynas. When we got abreast of Holyhead 
the breeze freshened very fast, when it was necessary to shorten sail, but in consequence 
of the weakness of the crew they were the whole night about it. I came on deck ocea- 
si<»)ally ; the sails were always flapping about, and would have been knocked to pieces 
had not the canvass been new. I think the wind was about S.W. when we were on the 
port tack. About eight o'clock on Friday morning I went aft to the wheel, and heard 
the captain say to one of the crew, " You could not be got up last night, my customer." 
During Friday the wind was blowing strong, and we were under close reefed topsails, 
occasionally we had a staysail set. I had a boat which was suspendedfrom the starboard 
davits, seventeen fleet long. The boatswain's mate said, " I saw your boat three times in 
the water during the night." I, therefore, asked the chief mate if he would allow me to 
get her in ; he said that the crew were not able to do it, but that if I could get any of 
the passengers I was at liberty to do so. There was a small steam boat stowed on deck 
(whidi they said weighed fifteen or twenty tons), abreast the main rigging, and which 
appeared to give the ship great list to starboard. I got my boat in, and turned her keel 
Inwards. Between 10 o'dock and noon, the ship was wore round on the starboard tack. 
She continued so till about 10 p.m., when she was again put on the port tadc; there was 
not a great deal of sea on her. She was tolerably quick until about daybreak on Saturday 
morning, when my fellow passenger, Ryder, who had been on deck, came down, and I 
asked bun what they were doing up on deck ; he said the weather was fine and the captain 
was making sail, and the ship was laying her course down channel I asked bim how her 
head was ; he said he had not looked at the compass, but one of the sailors told him she 
was going W.S.W. I said, " That is not the course down channel, but more likely to 
fetch Dublin, and if the wind backs against the sun, he, (the captain,) would be very ghid 
to take it in again." I then went upon deck and looked at the compass, and saw her 
head was W. by S. ; at this time she was under double reefed topsails, courses, spanker, 
mizen staysail and foretopmast staysail to the best of my belief. I longed to speak to 
the captain, for I considered we had been too long upon the port tack, but I thought I 
should interfere with his duty if I did so. I suppose we were going six or seven knots 
then, for there was not a very heavy sea on. 

2. Was the weather clear or thick at this time ? — I suppose we could see about three or 
four miles, the captain was walking on the round house and appeared to look anxiously 
under the lee of the spanker as if he excepted to see land. In consequence of some of 
the stewards being sick I was asked to assist in getting up the provisions for the passen- 
gers' dinner, and went into the hold to do so. I had been down about half an hour (this 
was about half-past eleven o'clock) when Henry Horrew, a fellow passenger from 
Devonport, came down and said, " John, here is land dose on her lee.*' I heard the ropes 
nmning tipon deck, and said to the purser, " 111 go up cm deck and see what is going on." 
I did so, and saw the land dose on our lee, forming a bay, and we were in the centre of 
it. The captain tried to wear the ship, but not going o^ so quidc as he oould widh, ha 
brought her to the wind ; they were a long time getting the sheets afl and bringing her 
to the wind. At this time the flood tide was also setting her into the bay, and the captain 
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John Nkhoh. finding there was no chance of weathering the point, ordered the saik to be clewed up 
•**"• and anchors to be let go. I was assisting to*trail up the spanker ; they told me the chains 

26th Jan. 1854. ^^^^e broken, and the ships very soon struck the rocks under the starboard mizen chains, 

and then the ji^reatest confiision took place on board, everyone trying to get ashore. The 

steward took the life buoy that was fastened to the rail, and put it round his shoulders. 
I then went along to the main chains which were full of people trying to get ashore. I 
watched the roll of the ship, and took off my shoes and waistcoat and sprang upon the 
rocks, and in so doing I dislocated my foot. I crawled up the rocks for fear the masts 
should fall upon me, and after remaining for about an hour, and seeing the vessel go down 
by the stem, I was canied to a cottage by some of the surviving passengers, until a 
cart came and took me with some others into a castle belonging to Lord Talbot. I 
remained there till the " Prince" steamer took me on Monday morning to Dublin, when 
I was removed to this infirmary, where I have experienced the greatest kindness. 

3. After the vessel struck, did the captain and officers make any exertion to save the 
lives of the females and children and other passengers ? — I heard the captain call out to 
the passengers, '' You'd better stick to the ship.'' 

4. How were the ship s boats stowed ? — One on the davits on each quarter, three upon 
the deck before the mizen mast, bottom up, and the long boat on the cook house. 

6. Could not the quarter boats have been made available for saving some of the lives ? 
— I consider they would have been knocked to pieces, there was too much sea dashing 
against the rocks. 

6. You state that the crew was very inefficient ; what is your reason for supposing 
so ?— Because they did not appear to know what they were about, there were a few good 
men who had the most of the work to do. 

7. Were there many foreigners in the crew ? — There were several, but I do not know 
how many. 

8. Did they appear to understand the orders given ?— Many did not, and would not 
come out when they were called. 

9. Did you hear any complaints being made respecting the compasses ? — I was at the 
wheel several times and heard no complaint. 

10. Did ther3 appear any difficulty in steering the vessel ? — No, she steered very well ; 
three spokes either way would alt^r the ship's head. 

11. If she answered her helm so quick, how was it she would not wear when you were 
upwards of a mile from the land ? — I was not upon deck when they were trying to wear, 
but some of the sailors told me they thought she would have gone clear if they had kept 
the helm up ; but they had no foresail, wMch was against her. 

12. How long was it from the time the man told you land was in sight till you went 
up on deck ? — About a quarter of an hour. 

13. What distance was the nearest land from the vessel, when you went up? — ^Le«s 
than a mile ; and the flood tide was setting strong towards the land. 

14. Was the lead occasionally hove as you neared the land, or at all during the 
passage? — I saw the lead line loose, but I do not know that the soundings were taken. 
I did not see any. 

15. Was the log hove and the speed of the vessel ascertained? — I assisted the third 
mate in stretching the line ; I believe it was marked, but there was no log ship attached 
to it. 

16. To what do you attribute the loss of the vessel ? — To being so many hours on the 
port tack in the Channel 

17. Is there anything more you wish to state ? — I consider that I have lost the pro- 
perty I had on board, valued at 150Z., by the neglect of the captain in not going another 
tack, and the ship being provided with such a bad crew, and that the ship was not in a 
fit state to go to sea. 

At six p.m. the Inquiry was adjourned. 



Second Day — 27#A January. 
rth Jan. 1854 Captain WdUar proceeded to Malahide to attend the Coroner's Inquest, wliich did not 

' ' terminate till the evening of Monday the 30th of January. 

The Inquiry was resumed on Tuesday the 31st, at ten a.m. 



Third Day. — ^Ut January^ 1854. 

7\ H. Prior. The evidence of Thomas Henry Phior, Lieutenant R N., Assistant Emigration Officer 

at the Port of Liverpool, taken on oath. 

;5l8t Jan. 1854. ^^ j believe the " Tayleur " comes under the Passenger Act ?— She does. 

X9. Was it your duty to survey or inspect the ship? and, if so, state the nature of 
such survey or inspection ? — It was. I have to see that the passengers are provided with 
proper space, their berths properly fitted, that the whole of the provisions and water is 
on board the ship, and that it is of proper quality ; that the ship is properly found for her 
intended voyage ; seeing that the passengers have no complaints, and to inspect with the 
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surgeon to see that there is no infectious disease among the passengers ; and in fitct to T. H. Prior. 

cany out all the provisions of the Passenger Act 

19a. I think the Act requires that no passenger ship shall be cleared or allowed to Slst Jan. 18M. 
proceed to sea until it shall be proved to the satisfaction of the officer firom whom **^ 

clearance may be demanded, that she is manned with a proper complement of seamen 
for the intended voyage ? — It does. 

20. Do you consider the ^^Tayleur" had a sufficient number of seamen, and that she 
was in every way efficient to go to sea % — I do. 

21. Do you receive any instructions firom the Emigration Commissioners as to the 
number of se-amen to be carried in proportion to the size of the vessel? — We are desired 
to comply with the usage of the port, but in large ships we consider three to the hundred 
tons sufficient 

22. In vessels chartered by the Commissioners, what number of men do they require ? 
— Four to every hundred tons. 

23. It appears that the ^' Tayleur," by the old measurement was 1640 tons, and by the 
new, 1979 tons ; upon which of these do you make your calculation ? — By the old. 

24. Can you inform me the number of men on board the " Tayleur," distinguishing 
able seamen, ordinary seamen, landsmen, and boys, that were on the ship's artidee ? — ^The 
captain, three mates, boatswain, carpenter, sail-maker, steward, cook, twenty-six able 
seamen, eleven ordinary seamen, six apprentices, two passengers' cooks, two passengers' 
stewards, and fourteen additional stewards, to attend the passengers; in all seventy 
persons. 

25. Was it considered the duty of the fourteen additional passengers' stewards to be 
prepared to work the ship in case they should be required, and were they given to under- 
stand so ? — ^They are always informed that they are to do so, but they may not be required, 
as there was a sufficient crew without them. 

26. Did you muster the crew the day before the vessel left the Mersey ? — I did, by 
he ship's articles. 

27. From the appearance of the crew, did you consider they were in an able and 
efficient state to navigate the ship ? — I did ; and they were examined by the medical 
officer to see that they were in perfect health. 

28. Do you knew the number of foreigners among the crew ? — I think there were twelve. 

29. Could these men understand any orders that might be given by the captain and 
officers ? — I questioned them and they aU appeared to understand English, except two 
Chinese, who understood it imperfectly ; but the captain stated that he could make them 
understand, as he had been accustomed to them. 

30. How many of these twelve were able or ordinary seamen ? — ^They were all able 
seamen with the exception of these Chinese. 

31. Should you, as a naval officer, have objected to have taken the command of the 
" Tayleur" on a voyage to Australia, taking into consideration the rigging and sails being 
new, with the crew that you inspected, and leaving the port in the month of January ? — 
I was so perfectly satisfied that I should not have hesitated for a moment to do so. 

32. Had she the number of boats and life buoys required by the Act of Parliament, 
and was one of the boats fitted as a life-boat ? — She had six boats, two of which were 
fitted as life boats, and two life buoys. 

33. Had these boats their oars, rudders, and plugs ready for use, so that they might be 
lowered immediately if required ? — ^The oars and rudders were in the boats, but I am not 
positive as to the plugs. 

34. Do you make any inquiry as to the lead and log lines being ready for use ? — ^We 
ascertain if they are on board as well as the glasses. 

35. Is it a part of your duty to ascertain if the compasses have been adjusted or if the 
ship has been swung? — It is our -duty to see that they are on board, and to ascertain 
that they have been adjusted, but we have no intructions on the subject. 

36. I believe you commanded one of the contract packets carrying the mails, between 
Liverpool and Kingstown ? — I commanded the " Princess" from AprU 1844 to April 1847. 

37. In making your passages I suppose you frequently had thick weather ? — Yes I had, 
very thick. 

sis. What was the practice you adopted in approaching the Irish Coast in thick 
weather, and were you in the habit of keeping your lead going ? — I always slowed the 
engines at least an hour before I thought I was approaching the Kirk Bank and entering 
Dublin Bay, and commenced sounding with my deep sea lead, and so continued until 1 
made some land or entered the harbour of KLingstown. 

39. Did you upon these occasions find your soundings a correct guide ? — I have run 
from the Bell-buoy to Kingstown harbour, by my soundings. 

40. Do you consider that any master of a ship is justified, knowing that his compasses 
are in error, in beating about the channel, without teeing any soundings ? — Certainly not. 



The Evidence of John Frazer, Carpenter on board the '' Tayleur,'^ taken on oath. JoAn Fraxtr. 

41. I believe you were the carpenter of the " Tayleur "? — I was. ' 

42. How long have you been at sea ? — Six and twenty years. 

43. Where did you serve your time ? — At Workington in Cumberland. 

B 
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Join Frazer. 44. Wh^ wer^ you. appoiaied to the '' Tayleur ''? — I was appointed in September krt, 

and joined her the following month. 

dlst Jan. 1854. 45. ])id yojQ aaoertain before you started that the pumps and gear bel<mging to them 
/■ were fit for use ?— I did, and they were perfectly so. 

46. Howmay boats were thare belonging to the ship; enumerate them ? — One long boat, 
three whale boats, which were all fitted as life boats, one piniiace, one gig — ^in all six boata 

47. I believe the " Tayleur "' was an iron ship ? — She was. 

48. Had she any iron compartments ; if so, how may? — Five. 

49. Did these con^Murtments go from the keelson up to the lower dedks ? — ^They did. 

50. Was there a pupip and sounding pipe to eadi ? — ^There wa& 

51. In your opinion was she a st]x>ng built ship? — I never was in an iron ship 
before, but I believe her to have been so. 

52. Was there a heavy sea on in the Channel ? — ^Th^re wa& 

53. Did the ship strain or make any water? — She made no water; we tried the 
pumps at No. 3 compartment and succeeded in getting only three or four buckets out of 
her, there being only nine inches in her hold. 

54. Are you aware of anything having ha{^)ened to the windlass, when you first 
attempted to weigh the ancbor ?— One of the chains attached to the lever broke, but 
I very soon put it to rights (m about twenty minutes), and then the windlass was as 
good as ever. 

55. Did the master of the ship say anything to you about the compasses ? — He ordered 
me to get firesh comjpasses up. 

56. What time did he order you to do so ? — On Saturday (the morning of Hie wreck), 
between eight and nine o'clock. 

57< Did he assign any reason to you for wishing to change the compass cards ? — He 
said, '' Carpenter, I believe the compasses are incorrect; the one in the binnade and 
that at the fore part of the poop are difierenf 

58. Did you yourself examine them ? — I did ; the one before the man at the wheel was 
S.W., the other S.W. by W. westerly, 1 took the foremoist one out and put in a fresh 
card, which, when steady, stood W. by S. } S. 

59. When you found this great variance between the compasses, what did you do 
, then ? — I removed Uie card which I had put in, and substituted another which we had on 

board ; this was a l%ht card, and stood W. f S.^ finding that ihe card first removed was 
nearest to the one at the binnacle, we replaced it again. 

60. Did you try any of these cards at the after binnacle ? — No, we did not. 

61. Have you ever been carpenter of a large ship before ? — ^Yes ; in several ships of 
1000 tons, but none so large as the ^' Tayleur." 

62. Can you tell me the lengths of your lower and topsail yards ? — The extreme length 
of the main yard was S2 feet and the topsail 65. 

63. Did you hear any complaints as to the behaviour of the crew ? — None whatever. 

64. Do you consider it a part of your duty to go aloft ? — I do, in bad weathier. 

65. You had occasion to reef the topsails the same night the pilot left you ; did you 
assist then ? — I did, in reefing the fore-topsaiL 

66. Were you very long in so doing ? — We were ; but that was owing to the earing 
getting into Uie reef tackle, and we might have been an hour. 

67. Did the men on the yard i^pear to understand their work ? — They did. 

68. From having been so many years at sea, you can form an opinion as to whether 
the crew was competent to work the ship ? — I sincerely believe they were. 

69. What water did the ship draw aft when you joined her ? — About 18 feet 

70. You had then an opportunity of seeing the rudder ; did it strike you to be suf- 
ficiently large for a vessel of that magnitude? — I think it was of the usual size, otherwise 
it would have struck me. 

71. I understand the lines of the vessel were very fine ? — ^They were ; but it did not 
strike me that the rudder was out of proportion. 

72. Did you find the ship very crank ? — Not particularly. 

73. You had a steamboat stowed on the starboard side of the upper deck, 45 feet long ? 
—We had ; 8 feet 6 beam. 

74. Was her machinery in her, and the screw also ? — It was. 

75. What distance was she firom the fore part of the poop ? — ^About 10 feet. 

76. Do you consider she was eight tons weight ? — She might have been. 

77. Did she appear to give a list to the ship ? — No, Sir. 

78. To what do you attribute the loss of the vessel ? — I consider it was owing to the 
error in the compasses. 

79. Is there anything further you wish to add, and are you positive that you heard no 
complaints respecting the men about doing their duty or skulking below ? — I am positive 
I never heard any complaint, and I have nothing further to state. 



A^ McLean. The evidence of Abchibald M'Leak, Able Seaman on board the " Tayleur/' taken 

. on oatL 

80. How lon^ have you been at sea ? — ^Fourteen years. 

81. When did y<^ j(Hn the ship?— J. joined her the day befoie she :Saile(L 
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82. Hadany of the crewbeeaAijmiftt^ with you before! — ^Foor. A^itL^mu 

83. Were these men all able seamen ? — ^They were, -— 

84. Was the ship perfectly ready for sea, and her running gear all rove ? — She was 3l«t Jan. 18fl4. 
quite ready for sea. '■ 

85. Were the decks lumbered with stores or anything else?— ^No; but there might 
hove been some of the luggage belonging to the passengers. 

86. How long after the pilot left lyou was it, before you had to reef your topsails ? — 
We took one reef in before the pilot left. 

87. Had you to reef the same night after he left ? — I don't recollect. 

88. You had to reef two or three times before the vessel was wredcedt — We haii 

89. Were they very long about it? — No, I don't think they were ; the mizen topsail' 
sheet gave way and the reef tackle got foul, so we had to dew the sail up and furled it. 

90. You considered the ship's company perfectly competent for the work! — I consider 
we had a very good ship's company, but the weather was very bad. 

91. Were you at the wheel during the time ? — I was there fti>m ten to twelve (m 
Friday night. 

92. Whidi tack were you on 1 — ^The port tack. 

93. Do you recollect what canvass was spread then ? — 1 don't recollect. 

94. Did the ship appear to steer well ? — It was blowing very hard, and the ship making 
so little way, that she carried the hehn-a-lee. 

95. liid you split any of the sails ? — The main topsail. 

96. Did you shift it ? — It was split between the reefe ; so we reefed the split part in 
and set the saiL 

97. Was that at night ? — It was. 

98. Did it take you very long to do it \ — It might have been something about an hour 
and a half, but I think we did it handy, considering the weather ; we had all the hands 
upon deck. 

99. Was the ship wore several times ? — I don't remember. 

100. Do you recollect seeing the Skerries Light ? — No, I do not. 

101. Were you on deck when land was &st seen on Saturday ?— I waa, but don't 
recollect the time. 

102. How did it bear ?— On our lee beam. 

108. How was the weather then? — It was very thick. 

104. What distance do you suppose you were from land ? — I can't form any idea. 

106. How long was it afl»r you first saw land before the veesd struck! — It might 
have been about three quarters of an hour ; the weather cleared up when we were close 
upon it 

106. Did you hear complaints made of any of the crew skulking f — I did not. 



The evidence of Hugh David Cowan, third mate of the late ship "Tayleur/' taken Jff. D. Cowan. 

upon oath. .^.....i-..^ 

107. How long have you been at sea ? — Four years and one month. 

108. When did you join the "Tayleur"?— On the llth or 12th of October last, I 
can't say which. 

109. What time did the ship leave the river ? — On Thursday the 19th of this month. 

110. Will you state to the best of your recollections what took place from that time 
tiU the vessel was wrecked ? — The pilot left in the steam tug on Thursday night, between 
seven and eight o'clock ; we then made saD on the ship. Between eight and nine o'clock it 
came on to blow from about S.W., we then double reefed the mizen topsail, lowered fore 
and main, and took in the mainsail, after which the men were sent aloft to close reef the 
foretopsail, we then close reefed the main, and dose reefed and furled mizen topsails, and 
then hauled the foresail up. 

111. How lonff did it take you to reduce canvass to dose reefe ?— From between eight 
and nine p.m. till half-past three in the morning. 

112. Do you know how the ship's head was during this time ?--I was aloft assisting to 
reef the sails, the ship was on the port tack in the forenoon of Friday. I don't exa^y 
remember the time we wore ship. 

113. Did it take the ship a long time to go round ? — It did During the afternoon we 
were putting things into their places ; one watch being below. Aii eight p.m. I came on 
deck ; it was a fine clear night, the stars shining, and blowing fresh again. At 10 o'dock 
we wore ship ; I don't remember how the wina was. 

114. Was there any light in sight at that time ? — The Calf of Han lights. 

115. How do you know they were the Calf of Man lights t — The captain shewed them 
to me through his opera glass. 

116. How did they l^r ?— I can't exactly say, but think it was between N.N.W. 
and N.W. 

117. Had the wind moderated, and was the night still clear ? — It was not blowing so 
strong ; the night was stLQ fine. We now made sau and set the spanker inner jib, and some . 
staysails. I went below at midnight, and came on deck to keep the watch at four a.m. on 
Saturday morning, and found the reefed foresail and mainsail had been set; the morning 
was fine and little wind. 

B2 
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M* D* Ooman. 118. How was she steering when you came up ? — ^I looked at the <x)mpas8 ajofd saw the 

— — head was W. by S. 

81st Jan* 1854 119. Which compass ?— That in front of the poop. 

' 120. Did you examine that in the binnacle ? — I did not. 

121. Up to that time had you heard any remark about the difference in the com- 
passes ? — No, I had not ; at half-past four the wind drew round to the southward and 
eastward, and the ship came up to S.W, by W. At five o'clock she came up a point anda» 
half more ; we then shook the reefs out of the courses, and two reefs out of the fore and 
mizentopsails, and one reef out of the maintopsaiL Before the sail was properly set, the 
wind fr^hened and the weather became thick ; at eight o'clock was blowing a gale and we 
reduced sail to double reefed maintopsail, close and reefed fore and mizen topsails and 
whole foresail and foretopmast staysail ; by the time this was done it was tai o'dodc 

122. Do you know how she was steermg at this time ? — I do not ; between 10 and 11 
o'clock I went aft to the poop, to give the cook his meat, and the captain told me to go ta 
the binnacle to see how the head was. I told him ; and then went forward and found 
there was a difference of one point between the two compasses. 

123. How long was it after this that land was discovered ? — At about twenty minutes 
to 12 o'clock I was in the cabin, and observed they were hauling the weather due of tiie 
foresail up ; I went out to render assistance and saw the land on the lee beiun ; the hands 
were tiien called up, and squared the after yarda 

124. How fast was the ship going at this time ? — ^About two and a-half to three knots. 
126. How far do you consider the land was off when it was discovered ? — ^About three 

or four miles ; the helm being up, and the ship not paying off for a quarter of an hour, the 
captain gave orders to put the helm down, to brace up the after yards, and bring the. ship 
to the wind ; the spanker and staysails were then set, the fore tack hauled down, and 
hands sent to loosen the mainsail and jib. Finding the ship would not dear the laud, 
we shortened sail, let go the main and foretopsail sheets and fore tack and sheets, and let 
go the port anchor, then the starboard one. The port chain went out to about sixty 
&thoms and broke, and the starboard to about 100 fathoms, and broke also ; the ship then 
went broadside on to the rocks, the sea washed over abaft, and she soon went down, stem 
foremost ; this was between 1 2 and one o'dock. 

126. Were any means used by the captain to save the lives of the passengers after she 
struck ? — ^Yes ; several spars were put across from the ship to the rocks and many suc- 
ceeded in sliding down to them. 

1 27. How did you succeed in getting ashore ? — ^The carpenter put a line on the end of 
the spritsail yard — ^myself and I suppose fifty others were saved by sliding down to the 
rocks. 

128. How long was it from the time she struck the rocks till she disappeared ? — ^Aboat 
twenty minutes. 

129. I believe you sailed with Captain Noble in the " Australia" ? — Yes, I did; on a 
voyage of fourteen months, as third and second mate. 

130. What is your opinion as to the eflSciency of the crow you had on board ?— I think 
they would have been a very good crew after being on board for a day or two. 

131. Do you consider they were competent to perform theii- duty ? — They were a long 
time the first night, as many of them had been drinking ; on the second they did their 
work very well 

132. Did you hear any complaints made by the master and mate of the men skulking ? 
— The mate said to me that four of the men were stowed away in the forecastle — he then 
went with the captain to turn them out ; this was on the first night. 

133. Do you know whether these men were foreigners or not ? — I do not. 

134. Do you consider the foreigners behaved as well as the Englishmen ? — I do. 

135. Were soundings taken at any time ? — I don't know. 

136. I believe you marked the log line ? — I did ; it was done before the emigration 
agent passed the ship. 

137. Did you heave the log during the voyage ? — I hove it occasionally; sometimes the 
mate told me to do so. 

138. To what do you attribute the loss of the vessel? — ^To the compasses being 
incorrect 

139. Could not the life boats have been made use of to save the lives of the passengers 
after the vessel struck ? — The sea rushed into the stem windows and over the taffiuil 
carrying away the deck-house, boats, and everything on deck 

At the dose of this witness's examination (four o'dock) the inquiry was adjourned to 
the next morning. 



Fourth Day. — Ist February y 1854. 

Enquiry resumed at 10 o'clock a.m. 

Michael Murphy. The evidence of Michael Murphy, Chief Mate of the late ship "Tayleur," taken on oath, 

Ist Feb. 1864» 140. I am a native of St. Leonards, Wexford, and am twenty-seven years of age, 
, 141. How long have you been at sea ? — About eleven years. 
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142. Have you been chief mate before ? — I have ; about two years and a half • Mkhaet Murphy. 

143. What certificate do you hold ? — I have a master's certificate, having passed my ^ 

examination at Liverpool. Ist February 1854. 

144. When did you join the " Tayleur " ? — The day after she reached Liver|)ool fi-om ' 
Warrington. 

145. Were you attending during the whole time she took her cargo on board ? — I was. 

146. Do you know the quantity of dead weight she had on board ?^I believe she had 
about 2000 tons, dead wdght and measurement together. 

147. After the cargo was in, was there sufficient space left for the passenger's luggage ? 
— There waa 

148. Do you remember what water the ship was drawing when you joined her? — 
About 18 feet fore and aft. 

149. When the ship was in the dry dock, did it appear to you that the rudder was the 
proper siae for a vessel of that magnitude ? — I frequently examined the vessel, but it 
never struck me that the rudder was any thing out of the common size. 

150. Tou superintended the setting up of the rigging and preparing the ship for sea ? 
— ^I did. 

151. Were you satisfied she had every thing on board necessary for a voyage to 
Australia t — I never was in a ship better provided with storea 

152. When did the ship haul out of dock into the river? — On Saturday the 14th 
January. 

153. Did you take any cargo on board firom that time till you left ? — We were em- 
ployed taking in passengers' luggage and preparing her for sea> but did not take in any 
cargo. 

154. What was the draft of water when the pilot took charge ? — About 18 ft. 3 aft, and 
17 ft. forward. 

155. Do you consider the ship was in good sailing trim with that draft ? — I do. 

156. When did you engage your crew ? — About a week before we sailed. 

157* Were you present at the time to question the seamen as to their abilities ? — I was 
employed on board the ship with Captain Noble to engage them. 

158. Do you consider the ship to have been equipped in every way as she ought to 
have been, before she started ? — I do. 

159. Were the boats all ready for use ? — ^They were. 

160. How many life boats were there ? — ^Three. 

161. How were they stowed? — One on the davits on each quarter and the other on 
the skids. 

162. What day did the tug take hold of you to tow you to sea ? — On Thursday the 
19th January, at I think about 10 o'clock a.m. 

163. What was the state of the weather, and how was the wind then ? — The weather 
tolerably fine, and a moderate breeze from the southward. 

164. When and where did the pilot leave the ship ? — Between six and seven pm., some* 
^here between Point Lynas and the Skerries. 

165. Did you hear any remark respecting a difference in the compasses, before the pilot 
left?— I did not. 

166. State to the best of your recollection what took place from this time till the vessel 
was wrecked ? — When the pilot left, we had the courses, topgallant sails and single reefed 
topsails ; the wind being about S.S.W., and a fresh breeze, which increased very fast, when 
we were obliged to shorten sail to close reefed topsails and fore t<^mast stay sail, 

167. How long did it take you to bring the ship under that canvas ? — We commenced 
eight o'clock and finished about four a.m. 

168. What was the reason that you were eight hours in taking two reefe in your top- 
sails and taking in your courses and upper canvas ? — The reef tackle blocks and some of 
the gear got foul, and the canvass being new it was very difScult to handle. 

169. Did you split either of yoiu- topsails?— We split the main topsail between the 
head and the douole reef^ and reefed the torn piurt in. 

170. Do you consider the men exerted themselves to do their work ? — I do, with the 
exception of three or four who stowed themselves away. 

171. Did you mention this to the master '( — I did, and we then went and turned them 
out of the forecastle. 

172. Do you know how the ship's head was during the time? — ^About west, and we 
were on the port tack. 

173. Will you state what took place from this time ? — ^The weather continued the same ; 
we wore ship, but I don't remember the hour. I recollect seeing the Calf of Man Lights 
about seven in the evening 

174. How do you know they were the Calf of Man Lights? — Because they were two 
revolving lights. 

175. How did they bear? — I don't exactly know; they were on the lee quarter. 

176. When was she wore round on the port tadc again? — About ^ past 10 o'clock 
on Friday night ; the weather was then fine and the stars shining, and the wind moderate* 
I went off deck at midnight, and came up again at four on Saturday morning ; the weather 
was still fine, and at five o'clock I commenced making sail, by shakiug two ree& out of 
the fore and mizen topsails, and one out of the main topsail, wliole courses and staysaila 
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Miehael Murphy. 177. Was thejfp^ any sea on then ? — No; the water :w^s smooth. ,,, j 
178. Was any light in sight? — No \ about seven the wind increased 90 &ts, thai we 

1st February 1854. had to close reef the fore and mizen topsails, and take in the mainsail a|id stayBails. \ 
■ 179. How was the wind at this time? — About S.E. ; we were heading about S.W,, and 

I believe she continued so till the land was seen, about 12 o'clock (noon) broad^on her.le^ 
bow. 1 was taking in the foresail ; the captain ran forward^ and told me land was to 
leeward, and to call the hands out to wear ship, which was done inmiediately. We put 
the helm up, took in the after sail; I don't think she paid off one point — she was not going 
more than two and a half knots, and there was a heavy sea. , The captain now gave 
directions to bring the ship to the wind, and to make sail We succeeded in setting the 
foresail, spanker, and staysaii ; but finding it was impossible to ctear the land, he ordered 
sail to be taken in as fast as possible, and to get ready the port anchor ; the foresail and 
staysails were taken in, and the fore and majn topsails partly dewed up. We then let go 
the port anchor and soon after the starboard one ; the chain of the former ran to about 
seventy fathoms, and broke ; that of the other to about 100 fathoms, and broke i^so. She 
then went broadside on to the rocks, the sea washed over the stem, sweeping the decks, and 
she settled down to stem, her bow being on the rocks ; in about half-an-hour she went 
down altogether. 

180. How did the passengers who were saved get ashore? — By meaiis of spars and 
ropes which we put out for them* 

181. How did you get ashore ? — By a rope from the spritsail yard. 

182. How many able and ordinary seamen and boys had you on board ?^— About 
twenty-three able seamen, eleven ordinaries, and six apprentices, besides the offices of 
the ship, the carpenter, boatswain, and stewards. 

183. How many did you muster in crew altogether? — About seventy, including four- 
teen or fifteen passengers' stewarda 

184. Is it customary for the passengers' stewards to be called on to assist in performing 
the duties of the slup ? — It is not. ' 

186. Were they called upon to assist in the " Tayleur'' ? — They were noi 

186. Were any of the sailors drunk ^d ineapable of duty when you started from 
Liverpool ? — ^ There were about' four 0^ five, but they were all at \^ork the second night 
except the boatswain, and he was still suffering from the. effects of intoxication^ 

187. Did the men work willingly, and were they, in your opinion, able to do the duty 
of the ship ? — They worked willingly and were able to do their duty. 

188. How many foreigneis had you in the crew ? — About ten or twelve, and I beUeve 
they were chiefly Italians, with the exception of two or three Chinese. 

189. Was the log hove and reported to you when you had ch^ge of the watch ? — It 
was, by the third mate. 

190. Was the deep sea line and lead upon deck ready for use ? — The line was upon deck, 
and the lead must have been handy in one of the cabins. 

191. Was there a hand lead on the line ready for use ? — There was, 

192. When did you first hear complaints about the compasses? — ^About Friday after* 
noon I observed a difference of about half a point between two of the compassea 

193. How many compasses had you? — Three. 

194. State where they were placed? — One before the wheel, one on the s^light, and 
the other in fi:ont of the poop. 

195. Were they adjusted, and did they all agree whilst in the river ? — They were 
adjusted in the dock, and I believe they agreed when we started. 

196. Was the ship swung to ascertain the local disturbance after everything was on 
board ? — No. 

197. Was she swung at all ; if so, when ?■ — She was swung about two months previous 
to any cargo being taken on board. 

198. Were you ftimished with a table of errors by the person who swung the ship ? — 
I was not. 

199. Was the ship ftimished with an azimuth compass ? — I never saw one. 

200. Had you a barometer or sympiesometer on board ? — ^We had both. 

201. Do you know the number of chronometers you had ? — Two, 

202. Do you know what charts she was supplied with, and had you an Admiraliy 
diart ? — I had a blue backed chart of the Irish Sea, but not an Admiridty one. 

203. Had you a sextant on board ? — I had, one of my own. 

204. You state that when you came upon deck on Saturday morning, the weather was 
fine and the stars shining ; did it not strike you to take an altitude by the polar star I — 
No, it did not. 

205. Do you know if any observation was taken from the time of leaving Liverpool ? — 
I am not aware. 

206. When did you first hear the compasses were a point and a-half or two points out \ 
— On Saturday morning about eight o'iJock. 

207. In consequence of the difiereiM5e of the compasses, I suppose, it made you very 
anxious about the course you were steering ? — Yes, veiy anxioua 

208. Such being the case, did it never suggest itself to you to take a cast at.the lead? 
— I was so much occupied with the other duties of the ship that I did not think of it. 

209. How did the ship generally steer ? — ^Very well when she had any way upon her. 
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' 210. To what do you attribute her being so long in wearing ? — To the great length of Mickad 3iurphy. 
the ship, and her not having much weight in the water, and a heavy swell upon her. 

211. Did you consider her a good sea boat in every way ? — I think she was as fine a IstPehmary 1854. 
ship as ever went to sea. — — 

212. To what do you attribute the loss of the vessel ? — ^To the error in the compasses. 

213. Have you anything you wish to state further? — I have not. 



The evidence of John Noble, master of the late ship " Tayleur," taken on oath. 

I am a native of Penrith in Cumberland, and am 29 years of age. 

214. How long have you been at sea ?--Sinoe 184jO. 

215. Did you command any ship before the " Tayleur " ? — I did ; the " Victoria^" to San 
Francisco ; and the " Ausl^alia,'' to Australia^ China, the West Indies, and United States, 
with a lafge number of passengers out, and 455 Chinese coolies frdkn China to the 
West Indies. 

216. What class certificate do you hold firom the Board of Trade ? — A first-class extra 
gne, having passed my examination at Liverpool, on the 26th March, 1852. 

217. Was the log book saved ? — No. 

218. Have you made any extract frora memory ? — I have, and which I now hand ia 
(Thedocummvt her^ hamded in.) 

219. When were you appointed to the " Tayleur'' ?— On the SOtii June, 1853, the day 
of my arrival in the " Australia." 

220. Did you superintend the rigging and fitting^out of the ship ? — I did. 

221. Were you perfectly satisfied ydth her equipment, and had you stores of every 
description required for a long voyage ? — I never was in a ship so well found. 

222. Do you know what quantity of dead weight she had on board ?— About 450 tons, 
consisting of iron, coals, and stone ballaat, 

. 1823. When did the crew pign the, articles ? — ^Most of them on the 1 1th of January. 

224. Did you select and examine them all as to their abilities ?r-I questioned every man 
and also oawthe di^d^ange vrhich he had firom his last ship; they were, nearly 
iUV. G.'a 

225. When did they join the ship ?-— The day we hauled out of the dodc, the 14th 
January. 

226. So they were on board for iteee or four days before you left the river ? — They 
were. 

227. Were you satisfied with them during that time ? — Yes,, perfectly . 

228. Did you see the ship in the dry dock, after she came to Liverpool t — I did. 

229. When you examined the rudder of the vessel did it strike you as being out of 
proportion ? — I did not notice anytibiing particular about it 

280. What was the draught of water when you started ? — Seventeen feet forward ; 
18 ft. 3 in. aft 

231. Was that about the trim you wished to go to sea ? — It waa 

232. How many boats had you? — Six ; out of which three were life-boats, and all were 
ready for use. 

233. Did the emigration officer inspect the ship before she started? — He did. 

234. Have you his certificate ?— ^No, it is lost with the ship. 

235. As the commander of a new ship of 1900 tons going to sea in the month of 
January, when you might expect blowing weather in the Channel, and having under 
your charge upwards of 500 soids, were you perfectly satisfied that the ship was suffidently 
manned to encounter bad weather, and in everyway equipped as she ought to have been? 
— ^I was perfectly satisfied; the owners having left to my discretion the selection of the 
crew and nimiber, and permission to get any stores I required. 

236. What day and hour did you leave the river for sea? — On Thursday the 19th 
between 11 and 12 o'clock, a.m. 

237. What was the state of the weather ? — It appeared fine ; and the barometer 
Was about 29.80. / ^ 

238. About what time did the pilot leave the shijp ?— Between 7 and 8 o'clock, between 
Point Lynas and the Skerries, both lights being in sight at the time. 

239. Previous to this, had you observed any difference in the compasses ? — I had, and 
compared them with the pilot, and found a variance of about half a point. 

240. WiU you describe to the best of your recollection what took place fi-om the tune 
the pilot left you till the vessel was wrecked ? — When the pilot left, the breeze waa fresh- 
ening fiist firom the S.S.W. ; by 9 o'clock it was blowing a complete gaJe of wind, and 
we reduced sail as fiist as possible, which occupied us till 3 o^clock in the morning, when 
the ship was imder three dose-reefed topsails, and fore and main topmast staysaifc. We 
stood on the westward until, I think, 8 a. m., when we wore ship ; firom this time tiU noon 
it was blowing very hard, when we experienced a tremendous squall, which almost threw 
the ship on her beam ends, which split both the fore and main topmast staysails ; after 
this the wind moderated a little. We again wore to the westward ; the ship lay about 
W. S. W. at 6 p. m.7 strong gales ; wore diip again, and stood to S. S. E., the Calf of 
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. John NobU, Man lights in sight. At 8 p. m. the wind again moderated, and at 10 p. m. sighted tiie 
Skerries. At 11, wore ship again, wind S. S. W., moderate breeees, with heavy roUmg 

Isi February 186*1« <u>as At 3 a. m. on Saturday, light breezes and hazy weather ; set the courses at 3.45, lost 
"■ sight of the Skerries, light wind S. S. W., and the ship was going about two knots ; at 

4 30, it cleared, and we made sail ; single reefed topsails, staysails, &c. ; ship now going 
four knots ) W. by & at 5, the wind S. by E., ship heading W. S. W. and S. W. by W. ; 
at 6, fine breeze, with stormy appearance, the barometer still low, ship going about six 
knots ; at 7, a strong wind from S. S. E., ship heading S. W. ; at 9, ship hes^hng S. W. 
by S., running eight knots ; at 10, wind fast increasing to a gale ; close reefed fore and 
mizen topsails, and double reefed the mainsail ; at 11, ship heading S. W, by S., rate five 
knots. At 11.30, the wind suddenly shifted to S. S. W., and the weather cleared a little; 
saw the land lee beam and extending to about two points on the weather bow, the point 
to be cleared bearing about N. W., distant three to four miles ; attempted to wear 
ship and lowered the after sails, but she would not pay off. The helm had been up about 
fifteen minutes ; brought ship to the wind again, and made sail as quick as possible to 
get way upon hef to stay, but owing to the fuiy of the gale and high sea could not get 
way on her. During the whole of this time the ship was £aist driving towards the land. 
Finding all efforts to save the ship with sail of no avail, let go the anchors and clewed up 
the saiS as fast as possible, when both cables parted, and the ship drifi^ed upon the rodcs 
at about 12.30. 

241. Did you do all in your power to assist the females, children, and other passengers, 
and what means did you adopt for saving their lives ? — The ship was so near the rocks 
that we placed some spars from her to them. 

242. How did you get ashore ? — I swam from the ship to the rocks after she sunk. 

243. Did the ship first cant in towards the rocks ? — She did. 

244. This enabled you to place the spars to the rocks ? — It did. 

245. I suppose, had she canted-out towards seaward, every soul on board would have 
perished ? — I think so. 

246. Or, if the accident had happened at night instead of the day time ? — ^Yes. 

247. Was it possible to have made use of your life boats to have saved any of the 
people ? — Quite impossible. 

248. Out of the 472 passengers on board, how many were saved ? — 240 were saved ; 
232 were drowned. 

249. And out of a hundred females, I believe only three appear to have been saved ? — 
I believe so. 

250. From the crew of fifty-six, how many ? — Fifty were saved. 

251. I believe your crew all told amounted to about seventy, including fourteen 
passenger's stewards ? — ^Yes, it did. 

252. Is it customary for these stewards to be called upon to do any of the duty of the 
ship ? — It is not. 

253. Were they called upon to assist in the " Tayleur " ? — They were not 

254. I perceive in the articles the wages are put down at \8. a month, and therefore 
presume they were working their passage out ? — They were ; but previous to starting, 1 
gave them to understand that, should their services be required, they must give them. 

255. Were any of the sailors drunk when they came on board ? — ^Three or four ; but 
they were all at work and doing their duty the second night, except the boatswain. 

256. Did the men work willingly, and were they in your opinion able to do their duty ? 
— They gave me satisfaction. 

257. Did the foreigners behave as well as the others ? — They did. 

258. When did you first become alarmed about the compasses % — On Saturday morning, 
about eight o'clock, I perceived in two of them a difference of a point and a-half^ and 
immediately sent for the carpenter to bring up two spare cards, and substituted one for 
that in the foremost binnacle, when that shewed a difference of two points, and the third 
also shewed the same difference. 

259. As there was such a great discrepancy between the two, which of them did you 
suppose to be correct ? — The one before the helm. 

260. What reason had you for supposing so ? — I thought the chain mizen topsaal sheeta 
might have influenced the one in front of the poop, it was about four or five feet from the 
compass. 

261. By whom were they adjusted % — By Gray, of Liverpool 

262. I suppose they were adjusted by magnet ? — ^They were. 

263. Did they all agree whilst in the river before starting ? — They did ; I believe so. 

264. When was the ship swung to ascertain if there was any local disturbance ?^— About 
the month of November. 

265. Were you frimished with a table of errors ? — I was not. 

266. Did it not occur to you, in command of a large iron ship, with iron fore and main 
masts, to ascertain if the compafises were correct afiier all your cargo and stores were on 
board, previous to putting to sea ? — I reported to the owners that such precaution was 
necessary, and they sent Mr. Gray to examine them, and to see they were correct, previous 
to our leaving, which he did a few days before our quitting the dock. 

267. Was the ship fnmished with an azimuth compass ? — She was not. 
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^68. Had you a barometer and sympiesometer on board ?— We had ; both bdonging to 
myself 

269. Had you any chronometers ? — Two. 

270. Were you furnished with the Admiralty charts ? — I had, for the Irish sea, and had 
also two sextants and a quadrant. 

271. Had you an opportunity of taking an observation ? — No ; I tried on Friday, but 
could not get a clear horizon. 

' 272. It is stated in evidence that for some hoiu^ after midnight on Saturday morning, 
the weather was fine and the stars visible, did you attempt to get an altitude by the polar 
g(;ar ? — I do not think the horizon was clear at any time, but was satisfied of my position 
bv having the Skerries light in sight up to about four o'clock. 

* 278. How was it bearing ? — I think S.W. about twelve miles, 

274. Standing across Ironi the Isle of Man, did you make the Skerries at the time you 
expected ? — I did. 

275. Such being the case, you had no retuson for supposing that your compasses were 
incorrect ? — I do not think they were much out up to that time. 

276. WTien you first discovered the great eiTor in the compasses at eight o'clock on 
Saturday morning, did it not cause you considerable alarm ? — It did. 

277. Such being the case, don't you think you were very wrong in not trying yom- position 
by sounding ?-- -I think T did wrong in not sounding, and this will be a warning to me to 
do so in future. 

278. How far did the round house extend from the stem forward ? — About fifty -five 
feet from the taffrail ; the house itself was foi-ty-three feet long. 

279. I believe you had three boats stowed upon skids between the mizen and the main 
mast ? — We had. 

280. Were these skids level with the top of the round house ? — ITiey were. 

281. Then I imagine the keels of these boat-s were at least six feet above the gunwale ? 
— I suppose about that. 

At this stage of the proceedings tlie inquiry was adjourned to next morning. 



JoknNoUe. 
l8t February 1854. 



2nd February J 1854, 

Inquiry resimied at 10 o'clock, a^m. 
The Examination of John Noble continued. 

282. Are you acquainted with times of high water, at full, and change, and the set of 
the tides in the Irish Sea ? — I am. 

288. Did you make the necesso^ry allowance in calculating your course and distance 
after taking your departure from the Skerries ? — I was particular in doing so, and was 
upon deck myself during that period to the time the vessel was wrecked 

284. What allowance did you make for the westerly variation? — Two-and-a-hal 
points. 

285. Where did you suppose yourself to be when the land was seen ? — I had marked 
my position on the chart and supposed that Wicklow Head bore by compass about W. by 
S, distant twenty miles. 

286. You had three compasses upon deck ? — I had. 

287. You have not mentioned if you examined the compass in the skylight between the 
others ? — I did examine it, and found it was not to be depended upon, varying occasionally 
as much as three points from one of the others, and this I attributed to the card being 
too heavy ; it would not work at all without shaking. 

288. Do*you consider the ship steered badly ? — She steered well on all accasions except 
when we wislied to wear her round, and then she took a long time in turning. 

289. Did you consider her a safe ship having a lee shore on board ? — I did. 

290. To what do you attribute the loss of the vessel ? — To the errors in the com- 



291. Have you anything you wish to add to your evidence? — I believe I have ex- 
plained everything, it was ray wish to do so. 



JoknNoUe. 
2d Feb. 18^4. 



Copies of Depositions taken at Malahide, before Henry Dav?.s £sq., Coroner for the 
county of Dublin, Captain W. H. Walker being present. 

KoBERT Davison, oi Deal, Kent, Seaman, who being duly sworn, saith : — 

1 am a seaman, and was a passenger on board the " Tayleur ;" I have been twenty- 
six years at sea. I went on board on Wednesday afternoon, and she sailed on Thursday. 
She was a new ship \ when I went v^n board the riggers had not done with her ; every- 
thing was new in her. Her ropes had been stretched in cold weather. The ropes^were 
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Robert DavitOH. 
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Boieri D9vmn. veacy haicd to fmll through the hlock& The pilot/ left ua between seven and eight on. 

— • Thursday evening ; when I came on deck about that time, I saw a light which I believe 

3d Fehruaiy 1^54. was Holyhead; a nice breeze a single reefed topsail: — she was on the larboard tack« I came 

— ^^- on deck at 10 o'clock, it was then blowing hard. On Friday morning when I came up 

we were on the same tack and blowing very hard; I was off and on the deck the whole day. I 
saw the crew reenng the main topsail — ^the men not being accustomed to one anoSiher 
might not then have been sufficient to manage the vessel, but woidd be so when they 
beoffiie used to one another; there were twelve or fourteen foreigners amongst the crew. 
I think eight of them understood FiUglish — ^fbur did not and were obliged to interpret 
through the othera The ship was fit for sea if the crew were used to one another, and the 
gear in its proper place, and what was out of place was remedied the following day after 
sailing. This should have been done before she sailed ; but it was a squally night and 
^Eiight havie put something out of order. I never saw soundings taken or the log heaved. 

About noon on Friday saw the captain endeavour to get an observation, the «Kip 
waf( on the one tack tcom nine on Friday night until she struck ; all that night she did 
not go more than a knot or a knot and a half an hour. The vessel answered the heha 
well on the wind. The steamer we had on board was firom the breakof the hold between 
the poop and the mainmast, on the starboard side. The screw was firom eight to ten feet 
ScKm the tell tale compass, and thirty to forty feet firom the binnacle compass, the wind 
was S. and the ship steering W.S. W., this was for two hours previous to the ship striking. 
If the ship had made her course with that steering during the whole night we should have 
been off Ballyootton or thereabouts* I saw the crew re^ng the mizen topsail, and it was 
not done in a seamanlike manner, because they were so long and went lubberly about it 
I account for it by their not being used to one another and the canvass being new. 

On Saturday morning I saw the land a quarter or twenty minutes before 11, it was 
about a mile and a-half fix)m us on the lee bow, a stiff breeze but not too much for her, very 
hazy, s%ht showers of rain coming very thick, she had three dose reefed topsails when 
we saw the land, and a foretopmast staysail ; an attempt was made to wear, she made 
about a third of a circle and she would go no further, which I think was fi^m so many 
boats being upon her spars. 

Had the detain made his observations at noon on Friday when I saw him use the 
quadrant he could have told his position and. would have known if his compasses w»e 
wrong if they were so. It never occurred to me until the cry of " Land " was heard that 
we were in danger. When we fiuled to wear the ship, the captain set the foresail, hauled 
out the spanker and set it, and then tried to set the maintopsail ; the sheet got off the 
bela}dng pins and knocked two or three men down and we were obliged to haul the sail 
down. The captain shouted ** Let go the anchor;*' and ran forward himself; it was done; the 
cable snapped, but it ought not to have done so, Ihey tried to clear the port anchor ; she 
fell off before the wind and nearly cleared the island, the sails filled and she went along- 
side the rock broadside on. From the time land was sighted every man on board used 
every exertion to save the vessel 

(Signed), Robert Davison. 



John Aislahie, JoHN AlSLABlE, of Hull, Yorkshire, upholsterer. This informant on liis oath saith 



I was a passen^ on board the '^ Tayleur'' with my wife and daughter. We went on 
board on last Saturday week at Liverpool ; she was in the roads when we joined her. We 
were on board fix)m Saturday till the Thursday. I have seen the dead body of the 
second mate ; the last time I saw him alive was on last Saturday, previous to being 
washed oveiboard. On last Saturday at five minutes to 11 in the morning, I heard t}^ 
oryof ^'Land ahead,''Iwas tiienin the cabin, my watch was on the table at the time, fiom 
which I can tell the time so accurately ; as well as lean recoUect it was several minutes 
after I heard the cry of '^ Land'" that I went on deck ; it was about 10 minutes to 12 by 
the same time that the anchor was dropped. I don t know who cried " Land ahead/' but 
it caused tremendous confiision in the cabin. Afi^er the anchor was let go, I went on deck 
a second time ; I knew it was let go by the noise of the cable. We were between 60 and 
100 yards fi-om the island when the anchor was dropped, and in about 10 or IS 
minutes she struck broadside on the rocks. It was rather hazy but you could see fix>m 
two to three miles at least. I had a very good opportunity of seeing the crew before 
sailing ; I have sailed often. I saw sadly that too great a number of them were foreigners ; 
three or four Chinamen, that I beheve (fid not know or speak Knglish ; the steward was a 
Lascar. We had a medley of foreigners, but I don't know of what nation ; there were only 
about twenty of the crew British seamen. As fer as I can judge, I believe the quarter 
part of the twenty British were able seamen ; the remaining portion of the crew, foreigners, 
were ordinary seamen. From my own observation, I believe most of the foreign seamen 
did not know or speak En^ish, or understand the orders given theuL I observed 
before the accident occurred, and immediately after leaving port, previous to Saturday, I 
heard orders given to them to reef the three topsails ; upon that occasion it took upwards 
of an hour and a half to reef the main topsail, caused by not having ablebodied seamen to 
do the work. The second mate, myself and several passengers were on deck the Friday 
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morning preceding the accident — when I remarked to the second mate that they were as John AitlabU. 

badly fixed for a crew on deck as we were for a steward ; and at the same time I said, I "^^ iqaa. 

thonght we ought to put into Liverpool, -or put into-some jrface for -shelter. -The-iuiswer ^ February 18M* 

of the mate was — if we did so, all the crew would leave the ship ; he said they had so — """""^ 

scandalous a crew, it tfas impossible to manage the ship. Before she struck I saw the 

captain and mate do all they could ; but I beheve if she had a proper crew the accident 

would not have happened. The ropes were too stiff, and would not run through the 

blocks, the deck was covered with coils of ropes from the mannfaoturers when we ♦ left 

port ; the riggers were at work to the last moment before we sailed, and even worked 

on Sunday, and I believe she was not fit to sail when she did. When the aooident 

occurred it was blowing S.S. W., and we had not half the wind we had on Thursday night 

and Friday morning, we were on the one tack from nine o'clock onFriday evening until 

we struck. I did not see or hear of soundings being taken. From the .time the cry of 

" Land" was heard, the captain and officers did all they could jto wear the ship, but could 

not, from the ropes not ruiming, and an inefficient crew ; she obeyed the helm well 

(Signed) J. Aislabie. 



List of the Crew of the ship "Tayleur," of Liverpool, 1979 Tons register, w^o signed 
the ship's articles at Liverpool, previous' to Uer intended voyage from thence to Melbourne, 
date of Articles 9th January, 1854. 



Name and Age. 



Where Born. 



Capacity and Wages per MohUl 



John Noble - - - 29 

Michael Murphy - - 26 

Edward Kewley - - 29 

Hugh David Ck)wan - - 19 

R. H. CunniDgham - 28 

John Frazer - - - 49 

William Henry Sheardown - 43 

John Sanderson - - - 22 

John Peser - - - 38 

Seymour Prard - - 31 

Nicholas George - - 24 

Demetrius Laurander - 28 

Nicholas Conday - - 34 

Josh. Williams - - - 24 

Eosse Mitchell - - 23 

John Richards - - 28 

John Aimer- - - 26 

Owen Rowland - - - 26 

James Brown - - 26 

James Bums - - - 41 

John Maromatil - - 23 

Thomas Roberts - - 28 

Joseph Irvine - - - 21 

William Dennars - - 16 

Archibald McLean - - 28 

Charles Maxwell - - 31 

Antonia Nicholas - - 22 

Henry Davison - - 33 

Henry Fitzsimons - - 33 

James M^Lellim - - 26 

John Matqr - - - 18 

William Trumble - - 17 

John Frederick Hunt - 19 

John Roberts - - 19 

Henry Jones - - - 23 

John Coombe - - - 19 

Appow - - - 25 

Achan - - - - 22 

Affor - - - 20 

Peter Grolisarich - - 20 

John Jones - - - 20 

John West - - 34 

Richard Crostou - - 21 

William Scott - - 27 

Thomas Park - - - 23 

Thomas Green - - 23 

John Ferguson - - 20 

Edmund Wills . - . 24 

William Parry - - 33 



Penrith - . - 

Wexford - 

Whitehaven 

Ayrshire - 

Fifeshire - - - 

Workington 

North Shields - 

Maryport 

Bombay 

Do. . . . 
Trieste 
Cephalonia 
Trieste - 

Do. 

Do. - . - 
Exmouth - 
Halifax. - 
Holyhead 
Suffolk 
Ayrshire 
Ionian Islands 
Elsinore . - . 
Edinburgh - 
Clovelley 
Liverpool - - • 

Do. 
Trieste 
Uxbridge 
Whitehaven 
Prince Edward Island 
Belfast 
Liverpool 

Do. - . - 

Do. 

Do. 
Bristol 
China 

Do. . - - 

Do. 
Trieste - 
Ormshead - 
Harwich - - - 
Liverpool - 
London . . . 
Carlisle 

Do. . 
Kirkcudbright 
Kendall - 
London 

C 2 



£ s. d. 
Master. 

IstMate - - 8 

2nd Mate - - 6 10 

3rd Mate- - 5 

Surgeon - - 1 

Carpenter - - 6 6 

Boatswain - 5 10 

Sailmaker - - 5 

Steward- - 4 10 

Cook - - 2 10 

Seaman - - 5 

Do. - 5 

Do. - -500 

Do. - -500 

Do. - - 5 

Do, - -500 

Do. - . o 

Do. - - 5 

Do. - - 5 

Do. - - 5 

Do. - -500 

Do. - - 5 

Do. - - 5 

Ordinary Seaman 2 5 

Seaman- - -500 

Do. - - 5 

Do. - - 5 

Do. - - 5 

Do. - - 5 

Do. - - 5 
Ordinary Seaman 3 5 

Do. - - 2 10 

Do. - - 3 5 

Do. - - 2 15 

Do. - - 3 10 

Do. - - 3 

Do. - - 2 10 

Do. - - 2 

Do. - - 2 

Do. . - 2 10 

Do. - - 3 

Seaman - - 5 
Carpenter^s Mates 1 

Steward - - 1 

Do. - - 1 

Do. - -CIO 

Do. . - 1 

Do. - - 1 

Do. . '^ O 1 



Digitized by 



Google 



20 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN ON AN INQUIRY 



Kame and Age. 


Where Born. 


Capacity and Wages per Month. 


Charles Griffiths 


- 28 


Hereford - - - - 


Steward - 




1 


Peter Lemon 


. 38 


Whitehaven - - - 


Cook 


- 


1 


William Lemon 


. 31 


Do. . . - 


Do. 


• 


1 


David Holt 


. 24 


Liverpool ... 


Steward - 


- 


1 


John William Rendall 


- 24 


Worcestershire - 


Do. 


- 


1 


Greorge Humphreys- 


. 31 


Denbighshire 


Do. 


- 


1 


William Taylor • 


- 33 


Accrington . . - 


Cook . 


- 


1 


Frederick Roberts - 


. 83 


Leicester ... 


Steward - 


- 


10 


William Skelsey 


- 38 


Ryton 


Do. 


- 


1 


WiUiam Wales 


. 22 


Kirkdale .... 


Seaman 


- 


5 


Anthony R. Adams 


. 21 


Douglas - -' 


Purser - 


- 


1 


John WiUiams 


- 20 


Liverpool - - - - 


.Ordinary Seaman 


3 


John Bnrlam 


. 38 


Cornwall - 


Seaman 


. 


5 


David Pratt - - ' 


. 34 


Fife 


2nd Purser 


. 


1 


William Cook 


. 35 


Cornwall ... 


Assistant Steward 


1 


James Harper 


- 16 


Paisley .... 


Do. 


" 


1 



Apprentices. 



Peter Rival, Indenture registered 
Henry Wallace, Do. 

Joseph Hudson Do. 

Henry Birkett Green, Do. 
Wm. Charles Cowell, Do. 
William Ray Do. 



13th May, 185 J, 
2l8t Nov, 1853, 

2nd Nov. 1853, 
25th Oct. 1853, 
27th April, 1852, 

6th May, 1852, 



► At Liverpool. 



In. 

tV 

■At 



Liverpool, 26th January, 1854. 
DEiOi Sir, 

With reference to the conversation our Mr. Carlyle had with you yesterday, 
when he was suddenly called away to Liverpool, we beg to hand you the foUovring 
documents and particulars with regard to the ship " Tayleur." 
She was 1640 tons 0. M., 

1979 tons register, her measurement being 

Ft 
Length on deck ----- 234 
Ditto on half depth . - - - 221 
Beam inside, extreme - - - - 38 

Ditto outside ... - - 39 

Depth of hold 27 . 

She had three decks permanently laid, a poop liouse aft on the spar deck about forty 
feet long, a house put abaft the foremost for galleys, petty officers and boys, and a top- 
gallant forecastle for the crew. 

Passengers. — We think she had on board about equal to 

13 adult saloon passengers in the poop house, 
445 ditto in the 'tween decks. 

458 

Draught of Wojter, on leaving Liverpool was 18 ft. 2 in. aft, and 17 ft. 6 in. forward. 

Classification. — She was classed Al at Lloyds, in the same manner as all the yery 
best iron ships, viz., subject to annual survey. 

Survey by Emigration Surveyors. — She was specially surveyed for passengers in 
hull, tackle, and appointments of every kind. 

Compasses were adjusted in three stations by Mr. Gray, of Liverpool, by surveying 
the ship, and were re-examined by him previous to sailing. Mr. Palgrave wUl hand you 
his certificate to that efiect. 

Crew, — We hand herewith copy of crew list, they were all caJIed over and individually 
examined before Lieutenant Prior, RN., one of the Emigration Surveyors, previous to 
clearing, and he questioned each foreigner if he could speak and understand English, and 
they all could, except three Chinese who had teen employed working on board ship for 
some time, and "who perfectly understood both the captain and third officer, as the latter 
had, on their previous voyage in another ship, carried 450 Chinese emigrants from Amoy 
to TVinidad^ 
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INTO THE LOSS OF THE **TATLEUR" OF LIVERPOOL. 21 

Cargo. — She had on board— 

Stone ballast - 250 tons weight 

Coals - - . - 100 „ 

Slates, iron, and other dead weight 127 ,. 

Deals and battens , - - - 896 tons raeamu'ement. 

General cargo - . . 593 „ 

Water, provisions, and paasengers* 

luggage - - . 550 „ 

6 tons, weight and measuremen 



Pilot — The pilot having gone out with another ship, we have been unable to aueet 
with him to get a certificate as to his opinion of her steering up to the time he left but 
we will apply to him for it on his return, and forward it to you. 

We are, dear Sir, 

Yours very faithfully, 
(Signed) Charles Moore & Co. 

We shall be most happy to supply any iurther information you may require 

C. M. & Co. 
Captain Walker, 

Board of Trade, 

Gresham's Hotel, Dublin 



Tlie following statement of Mr. Walsh, taken upon oath. 
Sir, Dublin, February 2nd, 1854. Mr. John WaUk. 

With reference to the conversation I had with you, relative to the melancholy 

loss of the " Taylem- " on Lambay Island, and your wish to have a statement of facts 2d February 1854. 
connected therewith, so £ir as they have come under my cognizance, I have now to state — — — — 
for your information. 

That on Sunday morning, 22d January, a Mr. Kemp, of Stamford, one of the survivors 
from that ill-fated vessel, came to my house at about 10 a.ni., bringing me the sad 
intelligence of the awful loss of life and destitute condition of the survivors, who were on 
Lambay Island since noon the previous day, suffering sadly. I at once proceeded to the 
North-wall, hoping to get a steamer there, with which to go to their assistance ; but, on 
reaching the river, I found the tide was out and no boat could get out I then went to 
the Kingstown Railway terminus, which I reached at 11.5 am., and went down by the 
11.30 train ; foimd the contract mail boat had just arrived, but as her commander woidd 
not go without the instructions of the secretary, I had to find him (Mr. Howell), who 
regretted it would be out of his power to let me have this boat, there being no boat at 
Kingstown to supply the mail service if she was not back in sufficient time that evening ; 
but offered to place at my disposal the steamer " Roscommon," which had just gone up to 
Dublin. The 12.30 train having lefl Kingstown, we took a car and came to town, where 
we found the "Roscommon" had blown off her steam and her boilers were empty. 
Mr. Howell then proposed that I should have the " Prince,*' provided I thought she would 
not take too much time getting up her steam, which would take from 2h. to 2h. 15m. 
I joyfully accepted the offer, and Captain Deart at once lighted his fires and urged 
forward his preparations for departure ; Mr. Howell sending extra hands and boats on 
board the " Prince," to facilitate the removal of the sufferers. # 

It was agreed between Mr. Howell and myself that I was to pay 25i for the service ot 
this boat ; but as I was undertaking a responsibility, which might perhaps fall upon my- 
self, he promised to bring the matter under the consideration of his board of directors, 
and, if possible, obtain their consent to reduce it ; and on my return with the people from 
the island, I receivd a most handsome letter from him to say, the board had placed the 
boat at my disposal /ree of all cost. 

Having sent provisions for the sufferers on board, we got away at about 4 p.m., the 
wind then beginning to freshen ; and by the time we had reached Howth, it blew in 
heavy squalls from the S.E. with a rising sea. 

At about 7 P.BC. we were off Lambay, entering the sound, when I asked Captain Deart 
to bum lights in order to apprise the poor people that assistance was at hand, as likewise 
to get the coast guard boat off, and learn the position of things on the island. No boat 
came off, and we then fired two shots but with no better success ; the people were, how- 
ever, aware of our presence, as a light had been hoisted at the station in answer to our light& 

At about 7.30 Captain Deart came to anchor under shelter of the island in seven and a 
half fathoms ; and no boat having come off to us, we decided upon sending a boat on 
shore, which we did in charge of Captain H. B. Watson (who is in my employment) with 
instructions to ascertain the state of affairs in the island, and learn from Captain Noble his 
opinion on the subject of removing the people that night. 

Shortly before 9 o'clock the boat returned with Captain Noble, who, as well as 
Captain Watson, described the people as being so excited that I decided not to take them 
off then, but to remain at anchor during the night, and commence removing them early 
next morning, sending a boat ashore then with the provisions I had brought down. 

C r> 
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Mr. John Waiih, At about 4«30 AJL having made all my arrangements, I went ashore with Captain 
— — Watson with one of the boats, roused the people and sent her back with as many 

2d Febmmry 1864# passengers as she could carry, directing all the boats to come ashore. 

' At about 10 a. m. I had aU the i)eople removed, except twenty-five of the crew. 

Captain Noble having given me charge of the wreck, I agreed with him to keep those 
twenty-five men, to save what they could firom it, there being no inhabitants on the 
vdand suitable for that service, arranging with Captain Deart that one of the extra boats 
on board the '' Prince^' shoidd remain at the island. 

Having all on board, except an infimt that had been saved by a Frenchman from the 
wreck, I went to the hotlse where it was, to bring it on board, and the house being over 
the wreck, I went to examine it, and found her lying upright in a cove, her masts stand- 
ing, foretopsail set, with the water up to about the midcfie of the foremast, the Vessel 
lying most by the stem. It was. blovring very fi^sh at this time, and with so much sea 
ttiat we found it was not possible fi>r the boat to get off to her to work, as we had pre- 
viously intended, and I then returned to the '^ Prince " with the infant, leaving Captains 
Noble and Watson on the Island 

When crossing the bar, I mustered the people saved, took down their names, and found 
in all 286 had l^en saved, besides four who had t^ft the Idand in a boat the previous day. 
Of this nuinber one had his arm broken ; another his foot ; and two were severely bruised. 
These I sent to the hospital when they landed. 

Having arranged sleeping accormnodation, I then proceeded to settle i^e poor fellowB 
for the night, paying them 5b. each out of the money placed at my disposal by the mer* 
chants of Dublin, in additioa to th e 6um -4ireeted to be paid them by Captain Eerr, R.N. 
emigration officer of the porjb. Next morning, I mustered them again, in presence of 
Captain Eerr, K. N., paying them their allowance for that day, and then sent them on 
board the " Prince,'' by which vessel the City of Dublin Steam Packet Company had most 
generously given them a free passage to Liverpool, it being arranged that they were to 
receive rations on the passage besides : and at about 2 p. m. they sailed, leaving four 
men in hospital, and the in&nt under my charge. Since then one man has been dis- 
charged cured, and has gone to Liverpool ; the other three still remain. 

The infant, none of whose friends were saved, has not yet been claimed, but I have had 
several applications from parties desirous of taking charge of, and adopting it. I have 
not thought right to accept any of these at present, oeing in hopes that its relations may 
yet claim it, but should they not do so shortly, I purpose selecting what may appear to 
me the most eligible offer of adoption, seeing that a settlement be made on the clmd, and 
taking the necessary steps to identify it, should it hereafter be claimed. At present the 
Kev. Mr. Armstrong has the child in his house, with his own children. 

The wreck still remains in my charge, and Captain Watson has been on the island 
since Monday 28rd January, saviog and protecting what he could from the wreck, 
recovering the dead bodies, and seeing them properly and decently interred 

I hope this Report may prove such as you require. I have condensed it as much 
as lay in my power, consistent with a clear and full detail of the transactions as they 
t)ccurred. 

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 
John Walsh, 
Agent at Lloyd's and Receiver of Droits of Admiralty. 
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CAPTAIN NOBLE. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 5 April i854;-^r, 

A COPY ^^of the Report and Evidence taken before the Liverpool 
Marine Board in the Case of Captain Nohle, of the ' Tayleur/ " 



Board of Trade,! Edgar A, Bowring, 

6 April 1864. J Registrar. 



AT a Meeting of the Local Marine Board, held on this 15th day of March 
1854, to inquire whether Captain Noble, late Master of the ** Tayleur," 
is, from incompetency, or from other causes, specified in the Mercantile 
Marine Act, unfit to discharge the duties of a Master ; 

Present: — ^James Aikin, Esq., in the Chair; John Smith Mansfield, Esq., 
Stipendiary Magistrate ; Charles Maclver, Esq. ; S. R. Graves, Esq. ; Thomas 
Brocklebank, Esq. ; James Beazley, Esq.; W. J. Tomlinson, Esq.; Joseph 
Mondel, Esq. ; J. P. PaUner, Esq. ; and William Mann, Esq. 

The Board were also assisted by Captain Ainley, PrincipaJ Shipping Master ; 
Mr. Towson, Examiner in Navigation ; and Captain M'Leod, Examiner in 
Seamanship. 

A letter having been read from the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council 
for Trade, dated the 3d instant, requesting the local Board to undertake the 
investigation in the case of Captain Noble, late master of the ^' Tayleur," with 
a view of reporting their opinion whether Captain Noble is, from incompetency, 
or from other causes, specified in the Mercantile Marine Act, unfit to discharge 
the duties of a master : 

John Thomas Towson^ Examiner in Navigation ; Examined. 

I recollect well the examinations of Captain Noble, the first on the 16th j^T.Tomon. 
March 1862, for an ordinary master's certificate, and the second on the 26th * — . 
of the same month, for an extra certificate. 

On both occasions I was particularly struck with the correctness of his cal- 
culations and the clearness of his answers ; he appeared to me thoroughly to 
understand every subject on which he was examined. I never examined any 
one whose examination was more satisfactory. From this creditable examina- 
tion I took an interest in his proceedings, and from time to time made inquiries 
about him whilst in the ** Australia," his previous ship. On his taking com- 
mand of the " Tayleur," I requested to see his log. He showed me his private 
log of the " Australia," and I considered that his conduct in that ship fully 
established the good opinion I had previously formed. I was particularly struck 
with his management of the ^^ Australia," in a rotatory gale in October 1852, 
on a passage from Port Philip to Amoy. I considered it a masterpiece of 
skill, and, since, I examine candidates for extra certificates on this subject ; and 
being about to deliver a lecture on rotatory gales, I requested Captain Noble to 
furnish me witli the details and drawings on the chart. I thought I could not 
have a better illustration than Captain Noble's management of the " Australia" 
under these circumstances. At the same time that this conversation occurred 
be consulted me about his compasses ; but at that time neither the adjusting 
magnets nor the compasses b^ng in place, I could not give as definite an 
opinion as I otherwise should have been able to do. After this he expressed a 
rearet that the compasses had not been further apart ; but he informed me that 
altkough he could not interfere with Air. Gray's arraugemeut3, he would take 

ifi/. A measured 
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J. r. Towion. measures himself immediately to be enabled to check the compasses when be 

was in the other hemisphere. Our conversation respecting the compasses 

referred wholly to the change they might undergo in the other hemisphere. 
He afterwards informed me that he had tried every part of the ship to discover 
if there existed a place in which there was no deviation ; the only situation he 
had discovered was on the main-stay ; that he had made arrangements for 
fixing a compass there, which he might use in calm weather, by means of a 
Jacob's ladder. 

I never met with any captain in Liverpool who took so much trouble with 
his compasses as Captain Noble did. 



Captain M^Leod. 



Captain M^Leody Examiner in Seamanship, Examined. 

I recollect well the examination of Captain Noble, both for an ordinary and 
an extra certificate. His first examination was as satisfactory as any ex- 
amination could be. I recollect well his correct answers on the subject of 
casting a ship on a lee-shore. In his extra examination, there was only one 
question on which he was not perfectly satisfactory, and that was on the subject 
of heaving a ship down under difficult circumstances. I had at that tune so 
high an opinion oi Captain Noble, that I recommended him to Mr. Moore for 
the command of the " Australia." 



Captain Noble, Examined. 

Captain Noble. I can only attribute the loss of the ^^ Tayleiu: " to an error in the compasses. 
— — 1 took as much care as possible to ascertain the correctness of the compasses 

before we started. 

The vessel was not swung to ascertain the deviation after she was in the 
river. As the ship swung with the tide, I carefully compared tlie txnnpasses 
with each other. I caUed at Mr. Gray's, and wished to see him about the 
compasses. I did not like the compensatory magnets being fastened down on 
the deck. I asked Mr. Gray's shopman whether it would make any difference 
to let the magnets into the deck, as I did not think they were secure. He 
rq[^ed, ^^ Yes, that if I lowered the magnets even the sixteenth of an inch^ he 
would not be answerable for their correctness." 

Mr. Gray was not on board the ship in the river. A few days before she left 
the dock, from my request, Mr. Moore desired that Mr. Gray would examine 
the compasses, and see that they were correct before we proceeded to sea. 
I was not on board when Mr. Gray examined them, but he gave to Mr. Moore 
a written answer, that they were perfectly correct. At the time that Mr. 
Gray examined the compasses for the last time, the ship lay north and south. 
There were three compasses fixed by Mr. Gray ; the steering compass, one in 
front of the poop, about four feet before the mizen-mast, and a tell-tale compass 
in the skylight. Besides these, I had one to be suspended to the main-stay in 
fine weather, the only place in which I could find there was no deviation. 

The first time I noticed any discrepancy between the compasses was just 
before the pilot left ; I directed his attention to the fact that the two com- 
passes on deck varied about half a point. I afterwards endeavoured to discover 
the cause, and thought I had ascertained it. The mizen topsail sheets, when 
the sail was set, were brought down ; they were within foiu* feet of the com- 
pass in front of the poop, which amounted to from two to three hundredweight 
of iron chain. I therefore did not doubt but that the compass at the wheel 
was correct. The pilot steered by the after binnacle compass, and made his 
courses correct. I did not lose confidence in my compasses, believing 1 had 
discovered the cause of error. This variation between the two compasses 
continued till Saturday, 7 a.m., when it increased to a point and a half. 
I then took out the compass from the front binnacle, and put two other 
compasses successively in its place, and after this the difference between the two 
compasses increased to two points. Up to this time I had, however, made all 
the headlands correctly by depending on the after binnacle compass. After 
having made the Calf of Man, I made the Skerries correctly by this compass ; 
the greatest discrepancy I observed between the two compasses was two points. 
The tell-tale compass was of no use to me ; it was so slug^sh, I was obliged to 
tap in order to get it to move. I did not notice whether any change occurred 

when 
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when the ddp heeled over. When I noticed ^e error in the compasses, I looked Cf ptab N9bU. 

at the c(mipensating magnets and found that they had nqt be^ kicked away ; ~*" 

one of the compasses was si^rewed to the deck by means of two hr^ss dampsi, 

the others were in a wood box. The sky was sometimes clear on the paoming 

of the dfty of the wreck, but I had i^o opport\muty of observing the North Star, 

|ior had I any idei^ of a further error of the compass at that time. The ship s 

hea4atfive a.ufi. was about W.S.yT., and soon afterwards she came up to 

S. W. by W., and continued so till about eight a.m., when she was S. W. ; after 

which she came up to S.W. by S., and continued so till shortly before the land 

was seen. This was by the after binnacle compass, but as soon as I observed a 

great difference, I had a double course laid down on my chart, one by each 

compass, and she was clear of the land by both compasses. By the compass at 

the wheel, she was most southerly ; that is, the result proved that the one at the 

wheel was most in error ; but I had no reason to beUeve that such was the case 

but by the result. If I had steered by the other compass, I should have just 

cleared the Tuskar, but should certainly have gone nearer to it than I should 

like to have done in such weather. I had not the least doubt of the correctness 

of the wheel compass ; if I had, I should have tried the lead ; but I believe that if 

I had hove the lead, I should not have ascertained the depth with sufficient 

aocuracy to have determined the ship's place. In 50 fathoms of water, in rough 

weather, it is difficult to know what angle the line was on at the time the l€»Btd 

strikes the bottom as the ship is drifting past. I directed the second or third 

mate to prepare the lead, and he reported to me that the lead was ready. 

I cannot say I was at first quite satisfied with all the arrangements respecting 
the compasses, but I considered I did right in not interfering with Mr. Gray's 
arrangements, as he is a person who has more experience in compasses having 
deviation than any other person in this port. I considered that the two com- 
passes should have been further apart to have been a sufficient check on each 
other. I spoke of this to the owner, when Mr. Towson was present; this 
occurred about the end of November ; but befove I went to sea I was perfectly 
satisfied. 

We lay three or four days in the river ; but I have never known Mr. Gray go 
on board of a ship in the river to adjust her compasses. Compasses have not 
hitherto been adjusted by swinging a ship anywhere but in still water. 
The mizen-mast was of wood, and the nearest iron mast was at least 80 feet 
from the compass at the wheel. I had no azimuth compass; but I can 
take the bearings of a heavenly body with any compass, with sufficient accuracy 
for all practical purposes. Just previously to my having made the land, the gale 
was fast increasing ; I had directed that the fore-sail should be hauled up, but 
before this had been done, I saw the land. I immediately ordered them to hold 
fast the fore-sail to wear ship. The bearing of the land, when first seen, extended 
frcmi N. W. to S. W., and ship's head at this time west by compass ; the wind 
having shifted suddenly in a squall from S. S. E. to S. S. W. by the after bin- 
nacle compass. I had at this time two close-reefed topsails, and double-reefed 
main topsail, fore and main top-mast stay-sails, fore-sail and spanker. I inune- 
diately brailed up the spanker and shivered the after sails ; that is, the mizen 
and main topsails ; and put the helm hard a- weather, and kept it thus for ftill 15 
minutes ; but she did not go oflf more than a point. I did not set the jib ; the 
hands were otherwise engaged, and the wind was too strong. When I first saw 
the land, I did not think it prudent to try the depth of water, as I should have 
to heave the ship to, and ere I could have got way upon her again, she must 
have drifi;ed some distance, and much valuable time would have been lost. 

I recollect that when I was examined, I was questioned as to " casting " a 
ship when on a lee-shore. I have tried this manoeuvre with success as an expe- 
riment, not on a lee-shore, but at sea, in the ship ^^ Australia/' when under 
double-reefed topsails. I was afraid that the wind and sea were too strong 
on this occasion to do so with safety^ having passengers on board, and aU 
hatches off. 

The ** Australia," that I had previously commanded, could have been managed 
in the manner in which I attempted to wear the ^^ Tayleur" with safety. The 
" Tayleur " was very much longer than any other vessel I had been to sea in, 
and I thus account for her difficulty of wearing. 

I let go the weather anchor, not to club-haul her, but to bring her head 
round to the wind. I am aware that in letting go the weather anchor, I let go 
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Captain Noble, the wrong anchor first ; but I did this because, from the ship heeling over, and 

having 80 or 90 fathoms of chain on deck to leeward, which, when the lashings 

were cast off, would have slipped to leeward, and thus have got foul under the 
spars which were stowed in the side. I thought that the chain cable would 
break, but I considered it would bring her head sufficiently round to the wind to 
let go the other anchor. I have no doubt that if by any means I could have got 
her on the other tack I should have saved her. The ship was not leewardly, 
and she was stiff enough. 

Resolved^ That this Board adjourn till to-morrow at two o'clock. 



At an adjourned Meeting of the Local Marine Board, held on this 16th day 
of March 1864, to inquire whether Captain Noble, late Master of the 
" Tayleur," is, from incompetency, or from other causes, specified in the 
Mercantile Marine Act, unfit to discharge the duties of a Master ; 

Present: — James Aikip, Esq., in the Chair; John Smith Mansfield, Esq., 
Stipendiary Magistrate ; Charles Mac Iver, Esq. ; S. R. Graves, Esq. ; Thomas 
Brocklebank, Esq. ; James Beazley, Esq. ; W. J. Tomlinson, Esq. ; Joseph Mondel, 
Eiq. ; J. P. Palmer, Esq. ; and William Mann, Esq. 

The Board were also aissisted by Captain Ainley, Principal Shipping Master ; 
Mr. Towson, Examiner in Navigation ; and Captain M^Leod, Examiner in 
Seamanship. 

The following Witnesses were examined : 

Captain Noble's Examination continued. 

Captain Nolle. My reason for not attempting what is called " casting a ship on a lee-shore,'* 

was, that I considered it was not safe to do so with a heavy sea nmning. 

Having all the hatches open, she would have shipped a great quantity of water. 
If I had given her stem board, the deck would have been in danger of being 
swept, and stem windows of ship being stove in ; had there been only a crew 
and cargo on board, I certainly should have attempted this manoeuvre. 

To " cast a ship on a lee-shore,*' I would put the helm a-lee, and when the 
ship came head to wind, I would haul round the head-yards, then brail up the 
spanker, and shiver the after-sails ; the ship would then make a stem board, 
and fall oflF before the wind. As soon as she began to gather head-way, I would 
shift the helm, and as she got the wind on the other quarter, brace the aft;er- 
yards sharp up, set all after canvas, keeping the head-sail shivering until the 
ship got near the wind again ; then brace up all, and trim sails. 

I had no doubt, when first I made the land, of being able to clear it by 
wearing. When she would not pay off, I thought I had a chance of staying by 
putting on sail ; and then I had my anchors to let go, so that there were two 
chances. I did not try to club-haul ; I should have let go both anchors 
together ; but I was afraid that I should foul my chain cables if I did so. 

When I first saw the land, I thought it was Wicklow Head. It was about 
four o'clock on Saturday morning when I saw the Skerries bearing S. W. about 
12 miles. I think the distance from the Skerries to the coast of Ireland is 
about 60 miles. The ship was, at the time Mast saw the Skerries light, making 
very little way, not more than 1 J knots per hour. At 5 a. m., the wind had 
sprung up, and soon after we made seven or eight knots per hour. We kept 
the log going just before we made the land ; we found that the ship was making 
five knots. I know that the coast of Ireland further down Channel is lined 
with banks ; and when I saw the land, I thought we must have gone over one 
of them. 

After the compasses were last reported on by Mr. Gray, there was no cargo 
taken on board, to my knowledge, but passengers' luggage. The steamer, which 
was a wooden one, was also taken on board after he had reported on the 
compasses. If I had had an azimuth compass on board, it would not have 
enabled me to have detected the error in the compasses ; I had no place at 
which I could have fixed an azimuth compass. I have frequently observed 
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amplitudes by means of a common compass^ and I intended to have done so Captain NoUe. 
when opportunities occurred. — — 

On Friday the sun was visible about noon ; I brought up my sextant, and kept 
it in my hand for some time, but the horizon was obscured, and I therefore 
found I could not take an altitude. 

When I noticed the error of the compass, I mentioned it to some of the 
officers. In fact, they assisted me in comparing one with the other, by telling 
me how the ship's head was by one compass whilst I observed how it bore by 
the other. 

We shortened sail by taking close reefs in fore and mizen topsails and double- 
reefed-main topsail, at 10 a. m. We were about an hour furling our main-sail. 
The ship's company were efficient. I remonstrated with the pilot for getting on 
too much sail at one time ; I like to try my spars gradually. There was some 
confusion after the pilot left, in shortening sail ; some of the sails were flapping 
for some time. The crew were efficient, but as is generally the case, the hands 
do not work well together at first. Mr. Moore never attempted to control me 
in the selection of the crew ; he would not have objected to my having all 
Englishmen, and I should have done so if I could have got them. I was four 
days picking up ray crew, and did my utmost to find good seamen. 

The ship was well found; Mr. Moore never refused me anything. When I 
said I did not like the arrangements of the compasses, I did not intend to say 
that I doubted their accuracy, but that I would have preferred if they had been 
further apart. It was an idea of my own that if one had been near the bows, 
and the other near the stem, then if any change in the deviation should take 
place they would be affected in a contrary way, and I should consequently be 
better put on my guard. I had no doubt of the correctness of the compasses 
when the ship was in the river. 

It was resolved. That this Board do adjourn till to-morrow (Friday), the 
17th instant, at two o'clock. 



At an adjourned Meeting of the Local Marine Board, held on this l/th day 
of March 1854, to inquire whether Captain Noble, late Master of the 
" Tayleur," is, from incompetency, or from other causes, specified in the 
Mercantile Marine Act, unfit to discharge the duties of a master ; 

Present: — James Aikin, Esq., in the Chair; John Smith Mansfield, Esq., 
Stipendiary Magistrate ; S. R. Graves, Esq. ; Thomas Brocklebank, Esq. ; James 
Beazley, Esq. ; W. J. Tomlinson, Esq. ; Joseph Mondel, Esq. ; J. P. Palmer, Esq.; 
and William Mann, Esq. 

The Board were also assisted by Captain Ainley, Principal Shipping Master ; 
Mr. Towson, Examiner in Navigation ; and Captain M'Leod, Examiner in 
Seamanship. 

The following Witnesses were then examined : 

Huffh David CowaUy Examined. 

I was third mate on board of the *' Tayleur " when she was lost ; I was on jy^ j). Cwmi^. 

board of her from the time she came into dock at Liverpool ; I was present when 

Mr. Gray adjusted the compasses ; I did not examine the compasses whilst she 
was swinging ; I first heard of the error of the compasses after she had gone 
ashore. 

The " Tayleur " was stiflF enough at sea ; and the crew were sufficient for her 
navigation. 

I saw the Calf of Man lights on Friday night ; I have no doubt of their being 
the Calf of Man lights ; they were both revolving lights. I cannot say the exact 
time I saw the Calf of Man lights, but it was during my watch, between 8 
and 12 at night ; I was on the chief officer's watch ; we were on the starboard 
tack when I observed the Calf of Man lights ; the lights were on the lee quarter ; 
we wore at 10; I did not see the Skerries light on Saturday morning at four 
o'clock. 
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H. D. CbiofM. The ship's head was S. W. by S. ; that was the highest point that I observed 
— — the wind to come up to ; I cannot say how long her head remained so 9outherly 

as S. W. by S. ; the wind had died away at four in the morning. 

Between four and six a wind sprung up, and we made sail by setting the 
courses, shaking the reefs out of the course, and two reefe out of the fare and 
mizen topsails, and one reef out of the main-topsail ; we then went at about seven 
knots. At 8 a. m., as the wind kept increasing, we were obliged to take in sail 
again, to double-reef main-topsail, and close-reef fore and mizen topsails, fore-sail 
and fore-topmast stay-sail; it was 10 o'clock before we had finished taking in 
sail. 

On the forenoon of Friday we were put on the starboard tack, and continued 
on that tack till 10 p. m., when again we wore ship ; we were then under close- 
reefed topsails ; I cannot say what other sails were set ; it took two hours to 
wear ship ; this did not arise from the insufficiency of the hands ; it was blowing 
very hard, and theye was a very heavy sea running. 

I did not make tiie lead ready ; it was the second mate who did so. 

When we made the land we had set three close-reefed topsails, spanker, fore 
and main-topmast stay-sails and fore-sail. 

I did not go below at 8, but remained on deck till the time of the wreck. 
When the land was seen, all hands were called up to wear ship ; it was not my 
watch, but I was on deck ; I did not fear any danger. We squared the main and 
mizen topsail, and brailed up the spanker, and the helm was put hard up ; she 
did not pay off more than a point in a quarter of an hour. I was aft at the 
time. As she would not pay off, the spanker and stay-sails were again set, and 
the fwe-sail was hauled up ; we were then within a mile of the shore ; the 
weather most part was within one point of the weather bow, and the land 
extended round to our lee quarter. She came strongly to the wind, and when 
she was head to the wind she was nearly on the rocks ; she came right up to 
the wind, and 1 heard the captain say to the man at the helm, ^^ Pcnrt the helm, 
and keep the sails full ^ and he replied, ^^ It is hard a-port ;'' but she would no(t 
then fall off. We then let go the weather anchor. 1 did not see that the chain 
cable of the larboard anchor was foul ; I think it would have run out clear. 
When the second anchor was let go, the cable did not run foul. 

The captain was on the house when we shivered the after-sail ; he was forward 
when we let go the weather anchor, but was aft when we let go the starboard 
anchor. 

When we wore ship there was no confusion on board calculated to impede the 
working of the ship. 

The first time that the ship went about she wore ; I do not think she ever 
stayed ; I think in all she wore four times. I have been at sea four years and 
thriee months ; I belong to Ajrr ; I went to sea first in the " Great Britain " 
sailing vessel ; I have been an officer two years ; I was first made an officer by 
Captain Noble, in the " Australia." 

The " Tayleur ** did not carry a weather helm when she previously weared ; 
I cannot say what made the difference ; she always took about two hours to 
wear, but I cannot say what was the reason. 

Captain Noble, He-examined. 

CqptaiM AWfe. We were four times, but we never stayed ; the first time we wore was on 
•~" Friday, at 8 a. m., to the S. W., the next at 12, to the westward, and again at 

4 p. m., and afterwards at 10 p. m. We never stayed, because the weather was 
too heavy to set canvas enough to stay, and therefore I never tried to stay. 

I think that if the helmsman had been more careful he might have prevented 
her coming up into the wind ; it was a little carelessness, but if he had been 
ever so careful I am convinced she would not have stayed. 

I am sure I did not mistake the Peel light for the Skerries. 

Both anchOTS were out before either chain cable broke; there were 80 
fathoms of one cable, and about 120 of the other before they snapped. 

The cables were both tested by the Corporation machine ; but I do not think 
any chahis could be expected to hold under such circumstances. 

When the kst witness stated that it took two hours to wear, he must have 
m^ant that it took that time before everything was put to rights. More than 
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half an hour never elapsed before the ship was safe on the other tack, but after Capipui IMU. 
this a great many things had to be done before all was put to rights. — * 

I do not think that any steamer was in s%ht of us on the SiUturday that th^ 
wreck occurred. 

Resolved, — That this Board do adjourn till Tuesday, the 21st instant. 



At an adjourned Meeting of the Local Marine Board, held on this 21st day 
of March 1854, to inquire whetlier Captain Noble, late Master of the 
"Tayleur," is, from incompetency, or fix)m other causes, specified in the 
Mercantile Marine Act, unfit to dischai^e the duties of a Master ; 

Present:— James Aikin, Esq., in the Chair; John Smith Mansfield, Esq*, 
Stipendiary Magistrate ; Charles Mac Iver, Esq. ; Thomas Brocklebank, Esq. ; 
James Beazley, Esq. ; W. J. Tomlinson, Esq. ; J. P. Palmer, Esq. ; Willimn 
Mami, Esq. ; and Joseph Mondel, Esq. 

The Board were also assisted by Captain Ainley, Principal Shipping Master ; 
Mr. Towson, Examiner in Navigation; and Captain M^Leod, Examiner in 
Seamanship. 

The following Witnesses were then examined : 

John CorreUy Examined. 

I have been 21 years a branch pilot; was pilot on board of the ^' Tayleur'' jokn Corren. 

when she left Liverpool. I did not notice any error in the compasses whilst 

in the river. I was on board in the river two days; I did not notice the 
captain comparing the compasses whilst in the river. When we left the river 
we were in tow by a steamer ; she then steered well ; we afterwards made sail, 
and we were overnmning ; the steamer was therefore obliged to cast off ; she 
then also steered well ; we had no occasion to tack whilst on board. The men 
appeared to work well. When we were near Point Lynas, Captain Noble directed 
my attention to the disagreement of the compasses, to the amount of half a 
point, and afterwards to nearly a point. J examined the bearings of marks on 
the shore, and they appeared correct by the compass at the wheel. I noticed 
the bearing of the tower and of the light ship, and found it was right by the 
compass at the wheel. The ship had also been steering a course along the 
land by the compass at the wheel, and I found it correct. When I left the ship 
I had no doubt of the compass at the wheel being correct ; if there had been 
anything wrong with the compass I should have noticed it. 

The ship steered well, and answered her helm quickly. 

There was a man at the wheel who did not understand it properly, caused her 
to steer wild ; she answered the helm very quickly. I left her at half-past 
seven in the evening. 

We single-reefed the topsails whilst 1 was on board, and the men did it very 
smartly. I did not think her short-handed. I had considerable trouble in 
clewing up top-gallant sail and fore-sail, on account of the passengers being in 
the way, and it being dark. I did not see any of the crew tipsy ; I heard that 
the boatswain was off duty. I do not consider that there was more conftision 
than there generally is on board of passengers' ships ; I thought that some of 
the crew were not what they pretended to be. Generally, I do not consider 
crews either worse or better than they were two years since. 

She lay over just as much as she should do, and I think we made 14 knots 
per hour when she left the steamer ; I judge ft^om the rate the steamer was 
sailing, and the rate we gained on her. 

John FrazeTy Examined* 

I was carpenter on board of the *' Tayleur." I have been a carpenter ^ce john Fraxer. 

1821, about 33 years. I have been at sea 26 years, on board of different dasses 

of vessels, principally on board of ships of the lai^r class. I joined the 
'^ Tayleur" in October, whilst she was in the Liverpool Docks; we were then 
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John Frazer. fitting her out ; I do not recollect when she was swung. I made a box for the 

captain to hang a compass on the main-stay ; this was long before she sailed. 

I was on board in the river, but did not notice the captain comparing the 
compasses ; I have much to do in attending to my own duty. 

The ship was in good trim, and in sailing order. The crew worked well, and 
I think we had sufficient hands. 

It had just gone eight bells, at eight in the morning of Saturday, that the 
captain first called my attention to the compasses. The master was on the 
poop, and directed me to fetch the compasses out of the cabin, and shift the 
^ lead out of the binnacle at the fore part of the poop. By the steering compass 
the ship's head was S. W.; by that at the fore part of the poop it was 
S. W. by W. J W. ; I then fetched another, and this gave the ship's head 
W. S. W. westerly; I then fetched a third, which was a very light one^ and 
could not get it steady ; by this the ship's head appeared to be W. i S., the 
steering compass still making her head S. W, They were each full compasses. 
I never removed the one at the wheel, but removed the one at the fore part of 
the poop. Finding that the first compass agreed better than the others, I 
replaced it, but did not, after I had replaced it, observe whether the error was 
the same. I do not know the difference between these dompasses and an 
azimuth compass. I made these alterations in the compasses by order of the 
captain. 

The foreign seamen appeared to have been able seamen, and vnlling, and 
understood English. 

I saw the Isle of Man fii'st on the afternoon of Friday ; I know the Ughts on 
the Calf of Man well, and saw them after dark ; they were abaft the beam, but 
I cannot say at what distance ; they appeared low ; the ship wore several times 
whilst at sea ; she took from a half to three quarters of an hour to wear ; I did 
not notice the Skerries, although I was on deck at four in the morning of 
Saturday, 

I first saw the land at about 1 1 in the morning, but cannot say exactly ; the 
lower part was covered with fog ; it was the upper part only that could be seen ; 
if it had been clear, I think I might have judged of the distance. The spanker 
was hauled up, but she did not pay off. I cannot say how much she paid off. 
The weather was veiy heavy ; too heavy to hoist the jib ; and I believe that if 
the captain had persisted in attempting to m ear, she would have gone on shore 
on the east point, and all hands on board would have perished. 

The extreme length of the main-yard was 82 feet, including three feet nine 
inches each yard-arms. 

The topsail-yard was 65 feet with the same yard-arms ; fore-yards the same 
as the main. I cannot say the height of masts ; I know the height of yards, 
because I dressed them. 

She answered her hehn very well, and appealed a very good sea-boat, and the 
yards swung well. I saw the lead and line lying on the deck, and everything 
was done that could be done to save the ship. I thought that the ship was 
leading out of Channel when I looked at the compass. 

The captain is a very sober, quiet, and attentive man ; had no quarrel with 
the crew ; I never saw him in liquor in my life. 

Mr. John Gray^ Examined, 

Mr. J. Gray. I am in the practice of adjusting compasses, and I have adopted the same 

~^ principles as that I adopted on board of the ^'Tayleur," in nearly 400 iron 

vessels ; it is a system generally recommended ; Mr. Towson has seen me go 
through the operation on board the " Great Britain," and I think the plan was 
satisfactory to him, to the owners, and all concerned. I have a certificate written 
by Captain Matthews, speaking of the compasses in the highest terms. In a 
report I sent to the Astronomer Royal I stated that no complaint had been 
made nor inaccuracy occurred vrith regard to the compasses that I had adjusted. 
The compasses of the " Tayleur" were of the best description, and of the same 
description as those suppUed to Her Majesty's yacht, except there was no fluid 
medium, such not being necessary, the " Tayleur " not being a steamer. The 
compensating magnets were of the largest size, forming a very powerful magnetic 
battery. This was rendered necessary by the great amount of original error, 
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which was larger than I had before seen for a long period. When h« bows were Mr. j. Gray. 

east or west the deviation amounted to 60 degrees from the magnetic meridian ; 

this was much larger than the " Great Britain," which was about 40 degrees. 
The after magnets were wrapped round like a mummy, and in metal cases her- 
metically sealed, and fastened down to the deck with brass clips ; all of which I 
saw done myself. At the request of the owners, I went down two months after 
I had swung her, to see that the compasses were correct, and I found that no 
alteration had occurred ; her head was then nearly north. 

I was asked whether I thought the iron mainmast would affect the compass, 
and I answered " No." Mr. Maclver had asked me at what distance the iron funnel 
would affect a compass, and I tried the experiment when the " Great Britain" 
was here, to see what influence her attraction would have on the compass, and 
I found that at about 45 feet it produced very little effect. As the mainmast of 
the "Tayleur" was at a much greater distance from the compass than 46 feet, 
I do not think that it could have affected the compass to any practical extent. 

The owners were particularly attentive and anxious about the adjustment of 
the compasses ; one of them, and I believe one of the brokers, were present all 
the time that they were being adjusted. 

I thought at the time both were owners. 

Within these last few days I have seen changes in the magnetism of steam* 
boats quite surprising. 

On board of the " Teneriffe" the magnetism had undergone a strange change, 
and on board of the " Rattler" to the extent of one point. On board of the 
^^ Niagara," wooden steam-ship, a change of four degrees had also occurred. 
I can only account for this from an alteration in the magnetic phsenomena. 
I account for the change produced on an iron ship on this principle. I picked up 
a bolt some time since, and found it had similar poles at each end, but at one 
end it was much stronger than at the other end. I then struck it with a hammer 
on the end, and then the end which was most magnetic in the first place became 
the weaker. I struck it again, and another change took place. I have enter- 
tained the idea that when an iron ship has received a very severe stroke from 
the sea, or a considerable vibration produced by machinery, that a change in her 
magnetic condition may occur. 

This has nothing to do with the compensating magnets, but with the mag- 
netism of the ship. If a ship had no magnets, and the compasses were correct^ 
by a table of errors, the same would occur ; the compensating magnets never lose 
their magnetism unless the surface is oxidized. 

The " Teneriffe" changed her magnetism in coming home a point and a half. 

I could almost stake my life that the iron mainmast would not affect the 
compass to any practical extent. 

I think it right that all ships should have an azimuth compass on board for 
taking the bearings of headlands and heavenly bodies with accuracy. An 
azimuth compass differs from other compasses in having sight vanes, or the 
best having a prism by means of which the body whose bearings is taken is 
made to appear on the card. It only differs from an ordinary compass by being 
better adapted for taking bearings, but is subjected to all external causes of 
errors as much so as other compasses. An azimuth compass could be of no value 
in thick weather, nor in any case except that in which either a headland or a 
heavenly body could be observed, and that only on smooth water. 

With an azimuth compass I think 1 could observe a bearing to a half a 
degree; with a common compass a bearing could be taken within a half 
a point. 

My orders from the owners of the " Tayleiu-" were to supply a steering 
compass and two other compasses. It is not a common thing to have an 
azimuth compass. If I were to press an owner to have them, I should be sus- 
pected of wishing to sell compasses. The captain of the " Tayleur" went else- 
where for his other compasses. Azimuth compasses are not supplied to the 
vessels of the Cunard iron steamers. I have known nautical men convert common 
compasses into azimuth compasses at sea, but very rarely. 

A table of errors on board of the *^ Tayleur" would not have given a better 
result 

The Astronomer Royal is the inventor of the system of adjusting that I have 
adopted. 

I have the authority of the Astronomer Royal, that he thinlcs it desirable, 
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Mr. J. Gray, indeed, that persons that correct the compasses m iron ships should have con^ 

siderable experience, not only in the correction itself under different circum- 
stances, but also in the causes of derangement at sea, whether from wet, or from 
tremor, or from any other cause ; he would be sorry to charge himself in d 
responsible way with the corrections of the compasses of a ship. 

Most iron sailing ships have their compasses adjusted, but wooden sailing 
ships only when an error is discovered. The ^* Britannia'' wooden sailing ship 
was found to be one and three-quarter points in error, and her compasses were 
therefore adjusted by magnets. All iron steamers that I have known of have 
their compasses adjusted with magnets, except in Her Majesty's service. 

I have in one or two cases caused a ship to heel, and have found deviation 
from this cause. It is not possible to ascertain the amount of deviation thus 
caused without tr3ring the experiment. In the experiments I have tried, I have 
foimd that when the true magnetic course was northerly, that leaning over star- 
board would give her easterly deviation, but this cannot be calculated nor com- 
pensated without the ship is heeled, and the same would have been the case if 
a table of errors had been employed. But from my experience, heeling a ship 
has little effect at from 20 to 30 feet from the wheel, which situation I always 
prefer, therefore, for a standard compass. 

It does not appear to me that Captain Noble is guilty of neglect in not having 
an azinuth compass, it not being usual for captains to have one. 

Captain Noble, Re-examined. 

Captain Noble. It appears probable to me that when the deviation was greatest, that the ship 

heeled over most. 

Mr, Grai/y Re-examined. 

Mr. Grai/. If I had been at sea and found the two compasses disagree two points, I should 

"""" consider it a very serious error. I should have examined the compasses, and 

have tried to find the cause ; I could do nothing more until an opportunity 
occurred of observing the bearing of a heavenly body. 

Resohedy — That this Board do adjourn till to-morrow, at half-past two o'clock, 
to consider the Report. 



At an adjourned Meeting of the Local Marine Board, held on this 22d day 
of March 1854, to consider evidence in the case of Captain Noble ; 

Present: — James Aikin, Esq., in the Chair; John Smith Mansfield, Esq., 
Stipendiary Magistrate ; Charles Mac Iver, Esq. ; Thomas Brocklebank, Esq. ; 
William Mann, Esq. ; Joseph Mondel, Esq. ; J. P. Palmer, Esq. ; and W. J. 
Tomlinson, Esq. 

The minutes of evidence having been read, the Board proceeded to make their 
Report thereon. 

Resolved, — That this Board do adjourn to Friday, the 24th instant, for the 
purpose of ftui;her considering their Report. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF CAPTAIN NOBLE, OF THE " TAYLEUR." n 



At an adjourned Meeting of the Local Marine Board, held on this 24th day 
of March 1854, further to consider the Evidence in the case of Captain 
Noble, and the Report thereon ; 

Present: — ^James Aikin, Esq., in the Chairv; John Smith Mansfield, Esq.; 
Stipendiary Magistrate ; Charles Mac Iver, Esq. ; Thomas Brocklebank, Esq. ; 
J. P. Palmer, Esq. ; James Beazley, Esq. ; Joseph Mondel, Esq. ; W, J. Tom- 
linson, Esq. ; and John Lockett, Esq. 

The minutes of evidence having been read, it was resolved unanimously. That 
the following Report be adopted : — 

The Report of the Liverpool Local Marine Board of the Proceedings 
in the Case of John Noble, late Master of the "Tayleur," March the 
24th, 1864. 

On receipt of a letter from the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for 
Trade, dated the 3d of March 1854, requesting this Board to undertake an 
investigation in the case of Captain Noble, with a view of reporting whether 
Captain Noble is, from incompetency, or from any other causes, specified in the 
Mercantile Marine Act, unfit to discharge the duties of a master, the Local 
Marine Board were duly summoned, and instituted an inquiry, at which were 
present : 

James Aikin, Esq., Chairman; John Smith Mansfield, Esq., Stipendiary 
Magistrate ; Charles Maclver, Esq. ; Thomas Brocklebank, Esq. ; John Palmer 
Palmer, Esq. ; William John Tomlinson, Esq. ; .WiUiam Mann, Esq, ; John 
Lockett, Esq. ; Samuel Robert Graves, Esq. ; Joseph Mondel, Esq. ; and James 
Beazley, Esq. 

The Board required the attendance of the Examiners and the Head Shipping 
Master during the investigation. 

The Examiners made a statement as to the extent of their knowledge of 
Captain Noble's character, attainments, and previous service. 

Captain Noble and the following witnesses were examined : 
Hu^ffh David Cowan, late third mate of the '* Tayleur ; " 
John Corrin, the pilot ; 

John Frazer, late carpenter of the " Tayleur ; *' and 
John Gray, compass-maker and adjuster of compasses. 

The minutes of this evidence are appended to this Report. 

From that evidence the Board find, — 

That the *^ Tayleur " was an iron ship, of 1,640 tons, old measurement, or 
1,979 tons new measurement, and was brought into the port of liverpool before 
she was masted. The fore and main-masts were iron, the mizen-mast was wood. 
The owners of the " Tayleur " engaged Mr. Gray to supply her with com- 
piasses, and to make such adjustments as were usual and necessary. He supplied 
three compasses for the " Tayleiu-," the steering compass, one in front of the 
poop, and a tell-tale compass in the skyUght, and applied compensating magnets 
to each of them, in accordance with the plan invented by the Astronomer 
Royal. Mr, Gray declares that the iron masts could not have had any practical 
effect on the adjustment of the compasses. 

The Board may here observe, that it has not been the practice hitherto in this 
port to swing ships for the purpose of adjusting their compasses after the cargo 
and equipments have been put on board, and are decidedly of opinion that it 
would, in many instances, be impracticable to adhere to wiy rule to enforce 
this process, while in all others it would occasion great delay and dif^culty. 
In the case of the " Tayleur " it appears that if these precautions had been 
adopted, it would not have been attended with any advantageous results^ since 
by the evidence it is proved that when the " Tayleur *' left the river, the com- 
passes were correct. 

167. C Three 
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12 REPORT AND EVIDENCE IN THE CASE 

Three or four days previously to the ^^ Tayleur's '* leaving the dock, Mr. 
Moore, one of the owners, instructed Mr. Gray to ascertain whether the com- 
passes were still correct. After examining them, Mr. Gray replied, in a note to 
Mr. Moore, that they were quite correct. 

This Board are of opinion, that captains and owners of iron ships generally 
would consider that they had done their utmost with reference to their compasses 
when they had confided their arrangement to the professional man of the 
greatest experience in the port ; but Captain Noble, although he did not conceive 
himself justified in interfering with the arrangements of Mr. Gray, took great 
pains to check the compasses by means independent of those provided. He 
obtained compasses fix)m other makers, and instituted experiments to ascertain 
whether there existed a place on board at which no deviation was sensible ; he 
discovered such a place on the main*stay, and made arrangements for pladue 
one there in fine weather. He availed himself of opportunities that occurred 
whilst the ship was being svnmg by the tide in the river, to compare the 
cmnpasseSy and after he left the port he observed the bearings of headlands and 
lights to test their accuracy. 

This Board cannot, therefore, censure Captain Noble for having been negiectftd 
in reference to his compasses. 

Notwithstanding these precautions, however, it appears to this Board that tiie 
*' Tayleur " was brought into the dangerous position in which the vn-eck took 
place, through a deviation of the compasses, the cause of which they have been 
unable to determine. This Board would call particular attention to the fietct, 
that numerous instances have been brought under their consideration of com- 
passes having been proved greatiy in error on board of both wood andiron ships 
whilst navigating the Irish Channd, and which deviation is not accounted for by 
any theory at present. They therefore strongly reconmiend all shipmasters to 
doubt the accuracy of their compasses, and to adopt every means in their power 
to check and to test them. 

In the case of the '^ Tayleur,** it appears that up to four o*clock in tiie 
morning of the day on which the ¥rreck took place, tiie compasses differed but 
slightiy from each other ; the lights and headlands were duly made, and this 
indicated that the steering compass was correct. Subsequentiy this compass 
and the one in front of the poop varied to the extent of two points. Captain 
Noble endeavoured to ascertam the causes of this deviation, and was led to the 
conclusion that the one in front of the poop was in error, which he attributed 
to the proximity of more than two huiulredweight of iron chain, part of the 
mizen-topsail sheets, which had been brought doi'ifn in sheeting home the sail; 
the tell-tale compass being sluggish, and not opisrating as a check upon the 
others, he relied upon his steering compass being still correct. This he never 
doubted till he saw Lambay Island, up to which time he believed his course was 
leading down *mid Channel. 

Had an opportunity occured of taking the bearing of a heavenly body after 
this great discrepance between the compasses had been discovered, Captain 
Noble would be open to the charge of n^lect, if he had not availed himself of 
the opportunity of determining tiie error of his compasses by an azimuth or 
an amplitude. But it appears from evidence that such an opportunity did not 
occur, the weather being hazy and cloudy ; there was no azimuth compos on 
board, but Captain Noble had been in the habit of correcting his compasses by 
amplitudes taken by means of the common compass; a practice almost universally 
adopted in the merchant service, and by which means shipmasters can detect 
an error in their compass likely to lead to any serious result. Although this 
Board could desire that to such ships as the ^^ Tayleur,** instruments sAiould be 
supplied capable of determining the bearings of headlands and of lieavenly 
bodies, vrith the greatest amount of correctness, yet they do not consider Captain 
Noble obnoxious to censure in following a system so generally adopted ; nor can 
they perceive that the loss of the ^' Tayleur ** is in any way connected with the 
absence of an azimuth compass. - 

Believing that the ship was making her course good, and that she was saOing 
directly down Channel, Captain Noble did not deem it necessary to take 
soundings, although he was quite prepared to do so, the line and lead being 

ready 
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OF CAPTAIN NOBLE, OF THE ^^TAYLEUR.* 13 

rendjr on deck by his orders. It appears, however, tliat in this instance a cast 
of the lead would not have indicated the error which had occurred in reference 
to the ship*s position, as the real and the supposed track were similar both with 
r^ard to the depth of water and the nature of the bottom. 

This Board have taken great pains to ascertain whether, after the ^^Tayleur ** 
had got mto her dangerous position. Captain Noble exercised skill as a seaman 
in attempting to get her dear of the land ; and it appears to this Board that his 
manoeuvres were r^ulated by a decree of discretion, and by the exercise of 
an amount of ability which rally entitle him to be regarded as a competent 
seaman. 

This Board further record the open and distinct manner in which Captain 
Noble has replied to all the questions put to him during this investigation. 

From the whole of these proceedings, this Board have been iully impressed 
with the conviction, that Captain Noble, notwithstanding the serious disaster 
with which his name is connected, possesses skill and ability both as a navi- 
gator and as a seaman, and they have therefore no hesitation in reporting to 
my Lords their unanimous opinion, — 

That John Noble is, neither from incompetency nor from any other cause, 
either specified in the Act or not therein specified, unfit to discharge the duties 
of a master ; and this Board therefore recommend to my Lords the renewal of 
his certificate of competency. 

(signed) /. Aikin, 

Chairman. 
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HARBORS OF REFUGE. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 16 May 1864 ;-/or, 

DETAILED STATEMENT " relative to the Harbors of Refuge, showiag, 

1. The Total Estimated Cost of the Works proposed ; 

2. The Sums already Voted by Parliament for each Harbor ; 

3. The Amount required to be Voted in the present Year, ending the 31st day of March 

1855 ; 

4. The Sums that will remain necessary for the Completion of the Works ; accom- 
panied by the Reports of the Engineers in Charge of the Works, for the Four Quarters 
of the Year ending the 31st day of March 1854 — (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, 
No. 304, of Session 1852-3)."- 

N. B.— The Papers printed for The House, No. 455 of 1850, No. 520 of 1851, No. 274 of 1852, and No. 3 04 of 1858, 

contain full particulars of these Harbors up to 81 March 1853. 



Ordered^ hy The House of Commons, to be Printed, 1 June 1854. 



ACCOUNT showing Total Estimated Cost of Works j Sums already Voted ; Sums Estimated for the Year 1 854-55 ; 

and Balance necessary for Completion. 



HARBORS. 


Total 
Estimate. 


Total 
Amount 

of 
Votes. 


Vote 
required 

for 
1854-5. 


Subsequent 

Votes 

required to 

complete 

the Works. 


REMARKS. 


Reports 

of 

Engineers. 




£. 


£. 


£. 


^. 




Page 


1. Dover 


(>) 245,000 


210,000 


34,000 


1,000 

1 


- - The works are contracted for, 
and to be completed in 1854. 


2 to 5 


2. Harwich - 
Ditto ... 


110,000 


110,000 


. Nil . 
15,000 


1 

- Nil - 

1 


I'. - The works under the old 
contract are now completed, but 
a sum of 15,000/. is required 
for the removal of shoals not 
proyided for in the original 
Estimate. 


5 to 9 


3. Aldemey - 


(*) 880,000 


807,000 


75,000 


498,000 


- - The works in this Estimate 
may be completed Jn eight 
years. 


9. 11. 13. 
15. 


4. Jersey 


(») 700,000 


(*) 262,000 


28,000 


415,000 


- - The works are let to the same 
contractors as the Alderney 
works. 


10. 12. 14. 
16. 


5. Portland (Harbor 
and Breakwater). 


(*) 588,959 


865,000 


90,000 


138,959 


- - The works are under contract, 
and progressing satisfactorily. 


18 to 21 



(') This sum is the estimate for a pier of 800 feet long at Cheeseman's Head : an extension of it is contemplated. 

(') The estimate for the works at Aldemey has been increased since the last Return, to embrace an extended scheme 
approved of by the Board of Admiralty. 

(') llie Northern Breakwater will be completed this year. The works of the Southern Breakwater have been 
suspended nearly fire years. 

(*) This sum includes the purchase of the Island of Jethou, near Guernsey, and a small piece of land for Ordnance 
purposes in Guernsey, with preliminary and other expenses, amounting to 1,731 /. 2 «. 5 4, 

(') This includes the sum of 30,000 L for the purchase of 474 acres on the shore of the bay, quarries, railways, &c. 
WhitehaU^ M^^^l^sf.^""^'^} JAMES WILSON. 
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QUARTERLY REPORTS OF ENGINEERS ON THE 



1.— DOVER. 



Engineers' Quarterly Rbport, irojn the 31st March to 30ih Juae 1853. 



Sir, 23, Great George-street, 6 July 1853. 

A COMMENCEMENT was made with the diving operations on the 9th of April. 
These have actively proceeded, with but little interruption from the weather, to 
the present lime ; so that the foundations of both walls, as well as of the cross 
wall at the outer end of the present contract, are now laid. The side walls have 
been advanced 55 feet, and raised on an average five feet in height during the 
past quarter. 

The depth of water at the outer end of the pier, at low water of spring tides, 
is 35 feet on the west, and 31 feet on the east side. 

Two mooring buoys have been placed on the east side of tiie pier, and die 
mooring chains have been fixed for the proposed buoy on the west side, which is 
being made. 

The materials for the greater part of the low-water work remaining to be done 
under the present contract are upon the ground, and the timber work for the 
two outer landing jetties is being prepared ; so that we consider the contract 
works to be progressing satisfactorily. 

The daily average number of men employed upon the pier during the past 
quarter has been 110. 

Certificates amounting to 12,000 /. have been granted to Messrs. Freeman & 
Lee, the contractors, during the quarter, making a total of 158,500/. since the 
commencement of the works. 



The Secretary to the Admiralty. 



We have, &c. 
(signed) fValker, Surges, <§* Co. 



RETURN of ExpBVSES «mI Average Nmsber of Mxv Emploted Daily dorug tke Quarter ending 

dOth June 1S58. 





Date 


Date 


Amount 


Amomnt 


Amount 1 


AmovHt 
certified 


ATCiige KHuber of Men Employed JMj^ 


DESCRIPTION 


when the 


wbmtkm 


from 


1 


















irork 


Work 


of 


authorised 


certified ( 


Ck>mmence- 


tj 




. 




1 






1 




of 
WORK. 


wasCom- 
meoeed. 


•honldbe 
Completed. 


Contract 


for 
Year. 


taring 
Quarter. , 


ment 

Indudtag 

preaent 

Quarter. 


Is 

II 


1 


o 


1 


i 


Q 


j 








£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 




















breakwater from Cheeta- 


Oct 1847 


Oct 1864 


8d436S 


UflOO 


13/)00 


158,500 


4 


18 


5 


S 


s 


8 


9 


I 


n 


mao'sHewL 

i 

































S3, Great George-street, 7 July 1858. 



(sigBed) WWfter, Bw^ft, t <^ 



Enginbirs' 
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DOVER, HARWICH, &c. HARBORS OF REFUGE, $ 

Engineebs' Quarterlt Report from 30th June to 80 September 1853, 

Sir, 23, Great George-street, 6 Octob^ 1853. 

The whofe of Messrs. Freetnan & Lee's contract work below low water of 
spring tides is now completed. During the quarter the side walls of the pier 
have been raised 24 feet for an average length of 62 feet, and the cross wall at 
the outer end has been raised 28 feet. 

The timber work of the second landing jetty on the east side has been fixed, 
with the eKception of the planking, and the west jetty is in progress. 

A mooring buoy has been placed on the west side of the pier opposite to the 
jetty, and a pair of davits for a boat fiied on the east side. 

Tbe daily ayerage nitmber of men employed upon the works at the pier during 
the quarter has been 98. 

Certificates amounting to 13,000/. have been granted to Messrs. Freeman & 
Lee, the contractors, during the quarter, making a total of 171,500 /. since the 
commencement of the works. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) Walker ^ Surges, <§' Cooper. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty. 



RETURN of £xp£KS£S and Arertg^ Number of Men Ehplotzd Daily during tbt Quarter ending 

aoth September 1858. 





Date 


Date 




Amonnt 


Amount 


Amoant 
eertlfleo 


Average Number of Men Employed Daily. 


DESCRIPTION 


of 


when the 


Amount 


from 










' 








of 
WORK. 


Com- 

meacJDg the 

Work. 


Wbrk 
dioaldbe 
Completed. 


of 
CeBtract 


authorised 

for 

Tear. 


certiBed 

during 

Qaarter. 


Commence- 

jnent, 
hicluding 
preeeDt 
Quarter. 


& 


1 


s 


1 

1 


Millwright. 
Labonren. 


1 


1 


1 








£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 










t 
t 








Bmkwaterfron Cheese* 


Ootl847 


OeL1854 


334,862 


34,000 


I9fl00 


171,500 


d 


7 


10 


8 


1 160 


13 


1 


1 


iiiaii*t Head. 






















i 
1 

1 









S3, Great George-street, 6 October 1853. 



(signed) Walker, JBurges, jr Cooper. 



Engineers' Quartbrlt Report, from 1st October to 81st December 1853. 

Sir, 23, Great George-street, 18 January 1854, 

During the past quarter the walls and hearting of the pier at Dover have 
been raised 27 teet for an average iengtli of 40 feet. The east coping has been 
continued to within 65 feet of the end of the contract, and the piles of the west 
landing jetty haVe all been fixed. 

The very severe westerly gales which occurred in the beginning of October, 
displaced some of the stones of the east wall, below low water, at the outer end 
of the pier ; before reinstating them it was found necessary to take up some 
more blocks on this side to repair imperfections. These have not yet been re- 
placed, for the strong easterly gales during last month have not only delayed 
this work, but have on two occasions carried away portions of the temporary 
band-railing on the east side of the pier, and of the fence between the pier and 
the Lord Warden Hotel, besides washing off the pier some of the contractor's 
materials prepared for the works. No damage was, however, done either to the 
staging or to the completed permanent works. 
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4 QUARTERLY REPORTS OF ENGINEERS ON THE 

The daily average number of workmen employed upon the pier during the 
quarter has been 94. 

No certificate has been granted to the contractors during the past quarter ; the 
total amount granted to Messrs. Freeman & Lee is as last reported, 171,500 /. 



Summary of Year 1853. 

The progress made with the walls and hearting of the pier, during the past 
year, has l^n 74 lineal feet, of an average height of 58 feet, being founded in 
30 feet water at low water spring tides. 



The Secretary to the Admiralty. 



We have, &c, 
(signed) Walker ^ Surges, if Cooper. 



RETURN of Expenses and Average Number of Mew Employed Daily daring the Quarter ending 

3l8t Deoember 1S58. 



DESCBIPTION 


Date 


Date 


Amount 


Amount 


Amount 


Amount 

pArtiflpd 


Average Number of Moi Employed Daily. 


when the 


when the 


from 
















|j< 


of 


Work 


Work 


of 


authorised 


certified 


Commence- 








1 




• 




II 


WORK. 


was Com- 
menced. 


should be 
Completed. 


Contract. 


for 
Year. 


during 
Quarter. 


ment, 

including 

present 


i 


1 




1 


Smiths. 
Labouren 
















Quarter. 


Pe< 


M 


5 


^ 


5 


£ 


h 








£. 


£. 


£. 


£. 




















Breakwater from Cheese- 


Oct 1847 


Oct 1854 


334^802 


84,000 


. Nfl . 


171,600 


8 


1 


6 


8 


6 


% 


es 


1 


i 


man's Head. 

































23, Great Geoige-street, 18 January 1854 



(signed) Walker, Burgm, 8^ Cooper, 



Engineers' Quabtbrly Report, from 1st January to 31 st March 1854. 

Sir, 23, Great George-street, 1 April 1864. 

The weather during the past quarter has not been favour^ible for diving 
operations. A portion of the stones that were disturbed at the outer end of the 
east wall have been replaced. The outer end of the west wall has not been 
raised since our last Report. 

The outer landing jetty on the east side, and the jetty on the east side, have 
been completed. 

Preparations are being made for extending the staging. 

The daily average number of men employed on the pier during the quarter 
has been 57. 

Certificates amounting to 10,000 I. have been granted to Messrs. Freeman & 
Lee during the past quarter, making the total sum granted to them 181,500 /. 



The Secretary to the Admiralty. 



We have, &c. 
(signed) fValker^ Burges, Sg Cooper. 
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DOVER, HARWICH, &c. HARBORS OF REFUGE. 



RETURN of Expenses and Arerftge Number of Men Employed Daily during the Quarter ending 

dl8t March 1854. 



DESCRIPTION 

of 

WORK. 




1 

1 Date 


Amount 

of 
Contract 


Amount 

authorised 

for 

Year. 


Amount 

certified 

during 

Quarter. 


Amount 
certified 
from 
Commence- 
ment, 
including 
present 
Quarter. 


Number of Men Employed Dally 


. 


^**^ when the 
ofCom. ' ^^^^ 

mencfaigthe;,^^^^^^ 
^^'^- 1 Completed. 


4 


1 


1 


5 


1 

5 


i 


Watchman. 
Labourers. 1 


Breakwater from Cheese- 
man's Head. 


Oct 1847 


Oct 1864 


234,862 


34,000 


10,000 


181^600 


4 


^ 


7 


1 


5 


1 


1 


38 



23, Great George-street, 1st April 1854. 



(signed) Walker, JBurgeif jr Cooper. 



2.— HARWICH, 



Engineers* Quarterly Report, from the 31st March to 30th June 1853. 

Sir, 23, Great George-street, 6 July 1853. 

The quantity of material dredged from the Glutton and Bone Shoals, during 
the past fjuarter, has been 35,000 cubic yards. 

In the latter shoal, a number of oak piles have been met with ; thev are about 
five feet in length, and six to eight inches square, pointed at the lower ends. 
The dredging of the Glutton has been difficult, from the nature of the material 
and the quantity of rock which it has been necessary to blast before it could be 
raised. 

There are a few small spots on the Altar and Cod Shoals, towards the mouth 
of the harbor, where from one foot to 18 inches have yet to be removed; these 
we have directed the contractors to finish as soon as the weather will permit 
them to do so. 

The average number of men employed in the dredging and upon the break- 
water, during the quarter, has been 64. 

No certificates have been granted lo Messrs. Lee, the contractors, during the 
past quarter. 

Breakwater. 

Fifty tons of stone have been ordered, to protect the foot of the slope of the 
Breakwater at the outer end, where some of the loose stones had been disturbed 
by the winter storms, and the cement pointing that has been ordered is 
being done, 

Landgtuird Point. 

The long prevalence of easterly winds has caused Landguard Point, above the 
level of low water, to extend 50 feet since our last Report. There has also been 
an extension below low water, the exact amount of which has not, however, been 
ascertained. 

We have, &c. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty. (signed) fp^alker, Barges^ ^ Co. 
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QUARTERLY REPORTS OF ENGINEERS ON THE 



RETURN of Exp£X8B8 «ad Numbor of Mek Ehpi^ted Dah^y iariag the Qurtar Mtding 80th Jane 1863. 



DESCRIPTIOK 

of 

WORK. 


Date 

ofCom- 

mendng 

the Work. 


Date 
when the 

Work 
should be 
Conpleted. 


Amount 

of 
Contract 


Amount 

avthoriMd 

for 

Year. 


Amoont 
aertiaed 
doing 
Qoarter. 


Amount 
certified 
from 
Commence- 
ment, 
includinf 
present 
Quarter. 


ATerage Nnmber of Hen Employed Daflj. 


i 


1. 

Is 


1 


QQ 


1 
1 


1 


t 


e 


Dredging Harbor (new 
eontract). 


June 1848 


Jnnel858 


57,786 


-.NU - 


- NU - 


£. 
60,000 


4 


1 


3 


3 


4 


3 


I 


35 



S3, Great George-street, 7 Jnly 1853. 



(Signed) Walker, Burges^ ^ C^ 



Engineers' Quarterly Report^ from the 30th June to 30th September 1853. 

Sir, 23, Great George-street, 6 October 1863. 

The dredgers have been working upon the Altar, Glutton, Bone and Gristle 
Shoals, and have raised 28,000 cubic yards during this quarter. The detached 
portions of the Altar Shoal have been removed, and there is now a clear passage 
into the harbor, with a depth of 18 feet at low water of spring tides. Over 
the Glutton Shoal the width of channel with this depth of water is only 500 feet, 
owing to a few lumps of rock not yet removed ; but there is at this point also 
a channel two cables in width, with 17 feet at low water spring tides. Consider- 
able progress has been made with the removal of the Bone Shoal. The progress 
in the Gristle Shoal has been retarded by a number of timber piles that have 
been met with in the dredging. 

The average number of men employed in dredging and upon the breakwater 
has been 64 during the quarter. 

Certificates amounting to 4,600 /. have been granted to Messrs. Lee, the 
contractors, during the quarter, making a total of 64,600 /. since the commence- 
ment of the works. 

BreakykUer. 

The pointing of the upper part of the Breakwater is progressing, upwards of 
one-half is completed, and the stone ordered for the protection of the outer end 
below low water has been deposited. 

Landguard Point. 

The strong westerly winds during the quarter have retarded the growth of 
landguard Point. The sections that have been taken show that the point has 
diminished in several places, although it has slightly increased in others. 

We have, &c. 



The Secretary to the Admiralty, 



(signed) Walkety Burgesy 8^ Cooper. 
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DOVER, HARWICH, &c. HARBORS OF REFUGE. 



RETURN of EzFBHtia and Arenge Number of Mbn Employed Daily dana^ tiit Quarter. ending 

dOth Septomber 1863. 



DESCRIPTION 

of 

WORK. 


DaU 
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3 
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S3, Great Oeorge-street, 6 October 1863. 



(signed) WalMir, Surges, jr Cooper^ 



Engineers' Quarterly Report, from 1st October to 31st December 1853. 

Sir, 23, Great George-street, 18 January 1864- 

The dredgers have been principally employed in working at the Bone and 
Gristle Shoals since our last Report. A little dredging has been done to complete 
the removal of the Cod and Glutton Shoals. The total quantity of material 
raised during the quarter has been 27,000 cubic yards. Messrs. Lee, the con- 
tractors, have informed us that they have completed the deepening of the 18 
feet and 16 feet channels into the harbor, and request that the depth may be 
examined before their dredgers are removed from Harwich, which will soon be 
done, unless further dredging be determined upon, as the quantity remaining 
to be dredged at the Bone and Gristle Shoals is but small. 

The daily average number of men employed during the poat quarter in 
dredging and npon the Breakwater has been 57. 

No certificates have been granted to the contractors during the past quarter. 
The total amount of certificates granted is 54,500 /. 

Summary of Year 1853. 

The total quantity of dredging executed in the past year has been 130,000 
cubic yards. 

Breakwater. 

The pointing ordered to be done along the upper part of the Breakwater was 
nearly completed, when the work was stopped by the frost. 

Landguard Point. 

The recent easterly gales have counteracted the effect of the previous westerly 
gales, which had reduced the shinffle at Landguard Point ; and on the whole 
there is now a slight extension of the Point ab<nre low water aince last midsum- 
mer. The continuance of rough weather has prevented any correct measurement 
being repeated below low water. 



The Secretary to the Treasury. 



We have, &c. 
(signed) fValker, BurgeSj ^ Cooper. 
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RETURN of ExPBKSBS and Average Number of Men Eu ployed Daily during the Quarter endinir 

31st December 1853. 
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23, Great Geoige^treet, 18 January 1854. 



(signed) WalJker, Burge$, ^ Co<fpef, 



Engineers' Quarterly Report^ from 1st January to 3lst March 1854. 

Sir, 23, Great George-street, 1 April 1854. 

The dredging operations at Harwich have been confined to the removal of the 
remainder of the Bone and Gristle Shoals, and of a few lumps that had been 
unintentionally left at the Glutton and Cod Shoals. The total quantity of 
material raised during the past quarter has been 10,000 cube yards. 

The average number of men employed during the quarter has been 48. 

The contract works being completed, Messrs. Lee are entitled to the balance 
of the contract sum ; but as the weather has prevented the proper surveys and 
soundings being taken, we recommend that a sum be retained in the hands of the 
Government, in case of any portion of the contract being found incomplete upon 
such survey being made, which will be done as soon as the weather is suitable 
for the purpose. 

The whole amount of certificates granted is 54,500 /. 

Landguard Point. 

Although there has been no extension of Landguard Point above low water 
since our last Report, it appears, from sections recently taken^ that the extension 
below low-water mark continues. 



The Secretary to the Admiralty* 



We have, &c. 
(signed) Walker^ BurgeSy <§• Cooper. 
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dlst March 1854. 
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t3, Great Oeorge-street, 1 April 1864. 



(iigned) Walk^9 Burgeif t Cooper, 



3 and 4.~CHANNEL ISLANDS. 



Alderney. 

Engineers' Quarterly Report, from 31st March to 30th June 1853. 

Sir, 23, Great George-street, 6 July 1 853. 

A COMMENCEMENT was made with the foundation of the walls of the Western 
Breakwater on the 9th April, since which time 80 lineal yards of staging have 
been erected beyond the end of last season's work. The sea wall has been 
founded 69 yards in lengtli ; of this 34 yards are raised four feet above high 
water, and 35 yards 14 feet above low water. The foundation of the harbor wall 
has been extended 71 yards ; of this 34 yards have been raised to the level of 
the coping, and the remainder to the level of 14 feet al>ove low water. 

The hearting between the sea and harbor walls has been extended with the 
walls, and for 34 yards in length is raised four feet above high water. 

In addition to the stone used in the works above described, 46,000 tons have 
been deposited in the base of the breakwater during the past quarter. 

The daily average number of workmen employed has been 628 during the 
quarter, and 45 horses. 

The amount of certificates granted to Messrs. Jackson & Bean, the contractors, 
during the quarter, has been 11,000/., making a total of 227,054/. since the 
commencement of the works. 

We regret to have to report the death of a mason from the falling of a stone 
off a box, in which it was being lowered from the top of the staging, on the 11th 
of last month. 

Another accident of a serious nature occurred two days afterwards from the 
breaking of a tension-rod, owing to which 13 men were thrown from the stage 
and injured ; one, a labourer, has since died. 



The Secretary to the Admiralty. 



We have, &c. 
(signed) Walkery Burges, if Co. 
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RETURN of Expenses and Namber of Mbn Employed Daily during the Quarter ending dOth Jane 1868. 
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23, Great George-street, 7 July 1853. 



(signed) Walker, Burget^f^ Co, 



Jersey. 



Engineers' Quarterly Report, from 31st March to 30th June 1853. 

Sir, 23, Great George -street, 6 July 1853. 

The sea-wall foundations of the Verclut Breakwater at St. Catherine's Bay 
have been extended 14 hneal yards, and the foundations of the harbor wall 
17 lineal yards, during the past quarter. The sea and harbor walls have also 
been raised to the level of the underside of the coping, or 38 feet in height, for 
an average length of 30 lineal yards, and the upper part of the sea wall above 
the quay has been extended 15 lineal yards. 

The mass of the breakwater below low water has been extended eight lineal 
yards, and is now 808 yards from the shore. 

Twenty-eight thousand tons of stcme have been deposited in the breakwater 
-during the past quarter. 

Preparations are being made for laying the foundation of the head of the 
Verclut Arm. 

The daily average number of men employed upon the works has been 300, 
and of horses 25. 

Messrs. Jackson & Bean, the contractors, have received certificates amounting 
to 7^000 /• during the past quarter, making a total sum of 152,000 /. granted to 
them since the commencement of the works. 

We have, &c. 
(signed) Walker^ Burges, 2f Co. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty. 
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RETURN of Expenses and Ayerage Number of Mes Employed Daily daring the Quarter ending 

dOth Jane 1853. 
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tt, Great George^treet, 7 July 1853. 



(signed) Walker, Burgti, * Co. 



Alderney* 



Engineers' Quarterly Report, from 30th June to 30th September 1863. 

Sir, 23, Great George-street, 6 October 1863. 

Since the date of the last quarterly report, the foundation of the sea and 
harbor walls of the Western Breakwater have been extended outward 36 lineal 
yards, their extreme outer ends being now 634 yards from the shore. Of the 
104 lineal yards of sea wall founded this season, 74 yards have been brought to 
the level of 14 feet above high water, and the remaining 30 yards to four feet 
above high water. The whole of the harbor wall is raised to four feet above 
high water, and is ready for the coping. 

The hearting between the sea and harbor walls has also been raised to four 
feet above high water, and is ready for the pitching. 

The Promenade wall has been extended outwards for a length of 60 yards, 
and brought to seven feet above the level of the ph'nth. 

The base of the breakwater under low water has been extended seawards, and 
a sufficient quantity of stone has been deposited for the foundation of the walls 
for 200 yards in advance of the masonry. 

The total quantity of stone delivered on the works during the quarter has 
been 36,000 tons. 

The weather has been unusually rough and unfavourable for the season of the 
year. On the 26th and 27th August, the sea removed some of the masonry 
and hearting in progress at the outer end of the work, and damaged some 
of the staging and machinery; all which was promptly made good by the 
contractors. 

The daily average number of workmen employed during the quarter has^ 
been 621, and of horses, 46. 

The amount of certificates granted to Messrs. Jackson & Bean, the contractors, 
has been 17,000/., making a total of 244,064/. since the commencement of 
the works. 
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We have again to record several fatal accidents to the workmen. On the 
25th July a heavy sea came suddenly over the pier and staging, and washed 
four of the workmen into the harbor ; three of them were drowned, and several 
others have at various times been killed or drowned from the staging ; making, 
with those before reported, nine deaths during this season ; a proof of the very 
exposed nature of the place, and hazardous character of the work. 



The Secretary to the Admiralty. 



We have, &c. 
(signed) Walker, Barges, if Cooper. 



RETURN of Expenses and Arenge Nomber of Men Employed Daily daring the Qnarter ending 

30th September 1858. 
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US, Great Gcorge-ttreet, 6 October 1853. 



(tigiied) Walker, Bta^ti, fr Qw jwr . 



Jersey. 

Engineers' Quarterly Report, from 30th June to 30th September 1863. 

Sir, 23, Great George-street, 6 October 1863. 

The foundations of the sea wall of the Verclut Breakwater have advanced 
16 lineal yards, and that of the harbor wall eight lineal yards, during the 
quarter. 

The sea and harbor walls have been raised to the level of the quay, or 88 
feet above the foundations, for an average length of 33 lineal yards. 

The upper part of the sea wall, above the level of the quay, has been extended 
1 6 lineal yards, and has been raised on an average eight feet. 

The foundation of the Promenade wall has been laid for 396 lineal yards, and 
one set of vaults commenced in this length, and the parapet wall on the sea-side 
has been raised ready for the coping for a length of 43 lineal yards. 

The mass of the breakwater below low water has been carried out 18 lineal 
yards to the extremity of the head, being 826 yards from the shore. 

22,000 tons of stone have been deposited in the breakwater during the past 
quarter. 



The staging for founding the head has been completed. 
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The gales have been very severe during this quarter, but have not affected the 
works. 



The daily average number of men employed upon the works has been 270, 
and of horses 22. 

Messrs. Jackson & Bean, the contractors, have received certificates amounting 
to 8,600 /. during the past quarter, making a total of 160,500 I. since the com- 
mencement of the works. 



The Secretary to the Admiralty. 



We have, &c. 
(signed) Walker^ BurgeSy Sf Cooper. 



RETURN of Expenses and Average Number of Men Employed Daily during the Quarter ending 

dOth September 1868. 
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(signed) WaHer, Burgm, f Cooper. 



Alderney. 

Engineers' Quarterly Report, from 1st October to 31st December 1853. 

Sir, 23, Great George-street, 18 January 1864. 

During the past quarter the sea and harbor walls of the Western Breakwater 
have not been carried further eastward than was stated in our last Report, 
namely, 534 yards from the shore ; but 74 yards of sea wall have been raised to 
the level of 20 feet above high water ; making a total length of 494 yards of sea 
wall complete, except the coping. 

Eighty yards of the Promenade wall have been raised to the level of the coping. 
Five recesses have been formed and arched over, under the Promenade. 

The base of the breakwater has been extended seawards, and a portion of the 
stone has been laid down, below the level of low water, for a distance of 300 
yards eastward of the extreme end of the walls. 

The total quantity of stone deposited in the breakwater, during the quarter, 
has been 42,000 tons. 

A considerable supply of concrete blocks and dressed stone has been prepared 
for the next season's work. 

There have been several gales during the quarter, accompanied by heavy seas, 
which have not affected the works. 
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The daily average number of workmen employed during the quarter has 
been 497, and 38 horses. 

The amount of certificates granted to Messrs. Jackson & Bean, the contrac- 
tors, during the quarter, has been 7,500 /•, making a total of 251,554 /. since the 
commencement of the works. 



Summary of Year 1853. 

Since the beginning of the year, the walls and hearting have been advanced, 
on the average, 104 lineal yards; and about 158,000 tons of stone have been 
deposited in the breakwater. 

We have, &c. 



The Secretary to the Admiralty. 



(signed) Walker, Buries, if Cooper. 



RETURN of Exp«N8E8 and Number of Men Employed Daily during the Quarter ending Slat December 1858. 
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(signed) Walker, Burges, j- Cooper. 



Jebsey. 
Engineers' Quarterly Report, from Ist October to 31st December 1853. 

Sir, 23, Great George-street, 18 January 1854. 

The sea and harbor walls of the Verclut Breakwater have been raised to the 
level of the Quay, or 38 feet above the foundations, for an average length of five 
lineal yards. No foundations have been laid of either wall during the present 
quarter. 

The first course of the foundations of the circular head has been laid for a 
length of 47 lineal yards, and the second course for a length of 32 lineal yards. 
The slipway wall has been extended in-shore as a protection to the approach, 
from ihe South Quarries to the Breakwater, for a distance of 56 lineal yards. 

The upper part of the sea wall, above the quay level, has been extended 
78 lineal yards, and raised, on an average, nine feet, and the parapet of the sea 
wall has been extended 82 lineal yards. 

The Promenade wall has been carried forward for 146 lineal yards, the total 
length finished to the full height being 486 lineal yards, of which 136 lineal 
yards has been coped. One set of alcoves, or vaults, has been completed, and 
another set commenced. 

The 
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The mass of the breakwater remains as at the last quarter ; viz., 826 yards from 
the shore. 

Eighteen thousand tons of stone have been deposited in the breakwater during 
the past quarter. 

The daily average number of men employed upon the works has been 233, 
and of horses, 21. 

Messrs. Jackson & Bean, the contractors, have received certificates amounting 
to 6,000 /. during the past quarter, making a total of 165,500/. since the com- 
mencement of the works. 

Summary of Year 1853. 

The advance made with the sea and harbor walls has been, on the avemge, 
104 lineal yards, and with the mass below low water, 55 lineal yards. 

• The total quantity of stone deposited in the works has been 106,000 tons. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) JValker, Burges, 8f Cooper. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty. 



RETURN of Expenses and Arerage Namber of Men Employed Daily during the Quarter ending 
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23, Great Geoige-street, 18 January 1864. 



(signed) Walker, Burges, ff Cooper. 



Aldbrney. 

Enginbxrs' Quarterly Report, from 1st January to 31st March 1854. 

Sir, 23, Great George-street, 1 April 1864. 

The distance of the outer end of the foundation of the sea and harbor walls 
from the shore remains as stated in our last Ueport, 534 yards. The upper 
portion of the sea wall for 32 yards in length has been raised to the level of 
20 feet above high water, making a total length of 526 yards of sea wall com- 
pleted, except the coping. 

Twenty-five yards of the Promenade wall have been raised to the level of the 
coping, and two recesses under the Promenade have been arched over. The 
Promenade wall is ready for the coping for a length of 526 yards from the 
shore. 
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The total quantity of stone deposited in the base and foreshores below low- 
water during the last quarter has been 10,000 tons. 

A large quantity of stone has been prepared at the quarries, and a number of 
concrete blocks have been made for this season's work. 



Although the past winter has been very stormy, the works have not sustained 
damage from the sea. 

The daily average number of workmen employed during the quarter has been 
362, and of horses 32. 

The amount of certificates granted to Messrs. Jackson & Bean, the contractors^ 
during the quarter, has been 3,500/., making 255,064 /. since the commencement 
of the works. 



The Secretary to the Admiralty. 



We have, &c. 
(signed) Walker, Surges, 8f Coope?\ 



RETQRN of Expenses and Average Number of Men Employed Daily during the Quarter ending Slst March 1854. 
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23, Great George-street, 1 April 1854. 



(signed) Walker, Burges, ^ Cooper, 



Jersey. 

Engineers' Quarterly Report, from 1st January to 31st March 1854. 

Sir, 23, Great George-street, 1 April 1854. 

The foundation of the head of the Verclut Breakwater below low water has been 
completed and joined to the sea and harbor walls, and the masonry above the 
foundation is in hand. The coping of the harbor wall has been extended 
98 lineal yards, and the pitching behind completed for a length of 146 yards. 
The Promenade ^^all has been extended 100 lineal yards, and coped for a length 
of 171 yards. The second set of alcoves has been completed. The parapet to the 
seawall has been extended 159 yards, the total length from the shore being 
408 yards. 

Ten thousand tons of stone have been deposited in the breakwater during the 
past quarter. 
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Strong gales and heavy seas have been experienced during the past winter, 
but no damage has been done to the works. 

The daily average number of men employed upon the works has been 173, 
and of horses 21. 

Certificates have been granted to the contractors, amounting to 6,000 /. during 
tlie past quarter, making a total of 170,500 /. since the commencement of the 
ks. 



won 



The Secretary to the Admiralty. 



We have, &c. 
(signed) fValkcTj BurgeSy Sf Cooper. 



RETURN of Expenses and Arerage Number of Men Employed Daily during the Quarter ending 

3l8t March 1854. 
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Amoant 
certified 
during 
Quarter. 



Amoant 

certified 

fix>m 

Conmience- 

mentt 

including 

present 

Quarter. 



II 



ATcrage Number of Men Employed Dai] j. 



1 



i 



s 

s I 



Breakwatefs from 
Arehirondel and 
Verolut Points. 



June 1847 



lOOfiOO 



40fiOO 



5flW> 



170/>00 



14 



16 



57 



18 



21 



48 



21 



83, Great George-etroet, 1 April 1854. 



(signed) Walker, Burget, $> Cooper. 



276. 



Digitized by 



6.— HARBOR 

Google 



i8 



OUARTERLT KEPORTB OF ENGINEERS ON THE 



5.— HARBOR OF REFUGE AND BREAKWATER AT PORTLAND. - 



RETURN of Expenses and Number of Men Employed 



DESCRIPTION 

of 

WORK. 



Date of 

Commeoelng the 

Work. 



Quarter endiog aoth Juae IMS : 



The construction of a Break- 
water of 2,600 jaris «a 
length, which eoBapktelj 
shelters 2,107 acces of 
Portland Bav; 1,768 ftCHWS 
haying two utthoias water 
and upwards at low water 
spring tides, 1,690 acres 
having three fathoms and 
upwards, and 1,2M tores 
having five fatfioms and 
upwards. 



11 August 1847 

Contract for 
a^OOO feet of 
BrealDwater^ con^ 
structioa of heads 
to entrance, and 
supply of imple- 
ments and mite- 
rials for f[uarrie^ 
dated 1st March 
1862. 



Date when 

the Work should be 

Completed. 



Quarter ending 80th September 1868 : 



The construction of a Break- 
water of 2,600 yards in 
length, which completely 
shelters 2,107 acres of 
Portland Bay; 1,768 acres 
having two fathoms and 
upwards at low water 
spring tides, 1,690 acres 
having three fathoms and 
upwards, and 1,290 acres 
having five fathoms and 
upwards. 



11 August 1847 

Contract for 
8,000 feet of 
Breakwater, con- 
struction of heads 
to entrance, and 
supply of imple- 
ments and mate- 
rials for quarries, 
dated 1st March 
1862. 



- - Time dcgpimd- 
ent on the appli- 
cation of convict 
labour In procur- 
ing the stone. 



- - Time depend- 
ent on the appli- 
cation of convict 
labour in procur- 
ing the stone. 



Amount 
of 



668,969 
for rubble depo- 
sits of Break- 
water, excliiiiwe 
of cost of land 
idong the Shores 
of the bay, and 
for qvarries, rail- 
ways, ke. ke. 



Amount 
Expended 

Amount Authorised. , darlnf^ 
I the 
' Quarter. 



£. 

668,969 
for rubble depo- 
sits of Break- 
water, exclusive 
of cost of land 
iDOiMr xne sfieres 
of the bay, and 
for quarries, rail- 
ways, &o. 



In the 
Tear 

1846 
1847 
1848 
J849 
1860 
1861 
18M 
1863 



- 80,000 

- 40,000 

- 60,000 

- 37^600 

- 87,600 

- 30,000 

- 60,000 

- 90,000 



366,000 







£. 


£. 


1846 


* 


30,000 


20,200 


1847 


- 


40,000 




1848 


- 


60,000 




1849 


- 


37,600 




1860 


- 


87,600 




1861 


. 


30,000 




1862 


- 


60,000 




1868 




90.000 






866,000 





£. 
13^90 
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5.— HARBOR OF REFUGE AND BREAKWATER AT PORTLAND. 



for the Four Quarters of the Year ending dlst MaMh 1864. 



Expended 

nDin 

Goamencemeaty 

ioeladiiig 

thepreeent 

Qnarter. 



AYERAOE NUMBER EMPLOYED. 






s 

ll 



I 



1 






1 




RSM^ARKS. 



£. s. d. 

215^10 - - 

exclnaiTe 
of payments 
ibr land, 
stock, and 
plants and 
miscellaneous 
minor di»- 
ImrsementSy 
amounting to 
£. 79,600. 



£. s. d. 

286,010 - - 

exolusiTe 
of payments 
for land, 
stock, and 
plant, and 
miscellaneous 
minor dis- 
Imrsements, 
amounting to 
£.81,000. 
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11 



23 



26 



17 



14 



18 



14 



29 



26 



22 



20 



19 



222 



28 



464 



264 



24 



688 






a 

o 

s 



§ 

S SL 

ll 






C 2 



- - Daring tbe past quarter there has 
heen deposited in the Breakwater 62,660 
tons of stone. Several working parties 
of convicts have heen withdrawn from the 
Ordnance works on the Verne within the 
last six weeks, and again placed to work 
in the Breakwater quarries ; an increase 
in the quantity of stone deposits may 
therefore be expected in the ensuing 
quarter. 

The Breakwater stage, which now 
extends 2,967 feet from the original 
shore-line, has been carried seaward 120 
feet since the date of the last Return, 
and also 94 feet westward or towards the 
eastern head of the passage or opening. 

The divers are regularly occupied in 
the operations necessary for levelling 
tbe foundations to receive the first foot- 
ing coarse for the west head of the pas- 
sags ; about one-fourth of the whole area 
beiflg vMdy, they will commence setting 
th0 stone in the course of next week. 



- - The total quantity of stone deposited 
in the Breakwater to this date amounts 
to 1>01 0,923 tons. Since the quarter 
ending dOth June, there have been 
deposited 112,807 tons of stone, being 
a much larger quantity within the same 
period than at any time since the com- 
mencement of the works, the increase 
being chiefly due to the employment of 
a larger number of convicts, and, to some 
extent, to the employment of free labour 
quarries. Upwards of 260 feet lineal 
of Breakwater stage have been con- 
structed during the past quarter \ viz., 
69 feet eastward or seaward, and 198 
feet towards the eastern head of the 
passage. 



The first three foundation or footing 
courses of the west head of the passage 
are nearly completed, and the setting 
of tha mould stones will commence by 
the middle of October at latest. 



{continued) 
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QUARTERLY REPORTS OF ENGINEERS ON THE 



PORTLAND HARBOR AND BREAKWATER^coyt/muevf 



DESCRIPTION 

of 

WORK. 



Date of 

Commencing the 

Work. 



Quarter ending Slat December 1858 : 



The construction of a Break- 
water of 2,600 jarda in 
length, which completelj 
shelters 2,107 acres of 
Portland Bay; 1,768 
acres having two fathoms 
water and upwards at 
low water spring tides, 
1 ,590 acres having three 
fathoms and upwards, 
and 1,290 acres having 
five fathoms and upwards. 



11 August 1847 

Contract for 
8,000 feet of 
Breakwater, con- 
struction of heads 
to entrance, and 
supply of imple- 
ments and mate- 
rials for quarries, 
dated 1st March 
1862. 



Date when 

the Work shonld be 

Completed. 



- - Time depend* 
ent on the appli- 
cation of convict 
labour in procur- 
ing the stone. 



Quarter ending dlst March 1864 : 



Tlie construction of a Break- 
water of 2,600 yards in 
length, which completely 
shelters 2,107 acres of 
Portland Bay ; 1,768 
acres having two fathoms 
water and upwards at 
low water spring tides, 
1,590 acres having three 
fathoms and upwards, 
and 1,290 acres having 
five fathoms and upwards. 



11 August 1847 

Contract for 
8,000 feet of 
Breakwater, con- 
struction of heads 
to entrance, and 
supply of imple- 
ments and mate- 
riab for quarries, 
dated Ist March 
1862. 



Amonnt 

of 
Estimate. 



668,969 
for rubble depo- 
sits of Break- 
water, exclusive 
of cost of land 
along the shores 
of &e bay, and 
for quarries, rail- 
ways, &c. 



Amoont Authorised. 



In the 
Year 

1846 

1847 

1848 

1849 

1850 

1861 

1852 

1858 



- 80,000 

- 40,000 

- 60,000 

- 87,600 

- 87,500 

- 80,000 
• 60,000 

- 90,000 



866,000 



- - Time depend- 
ent on the appli- 
cation of convict 
labour in procur- 
ing the stone. 



658,969 
for rubble depo- 
sits of Break- 
water, exclusive 
of cost of land 
along the shores 
of die bay, and 
for quarries, rail- 
ways, &C. &o. 



Expended 
dmhig 

the 
Quarter. 



£. 
17^70 





X. 


£. 


1846 


- 80,000 


18,060 


1847 


- 40,000 




1848 


- 60,000 




1849 


- 87,600 




1850 


- 87,500 




1851 


- 80,000 




1852 


- 60,000 




1858 


- 90,000 






866,000 





Portland, 81 March 1864. 
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PORTLAND HARBOR AND BREAKWATER—conftituttf. 



AVBRAGB NUHBBR EMPLOYED. 



AmovBt 

Expended 

from 

Commencem ent, 

inclading 

the present 

Quarter. 



it 




i 



£. s. d. 

268,380 - - 

exclusive 
of payments 
for land, 
stock, and 
plant, and 
miscellaneous 
minor dis- 
bureements, 
amounting 
to 82,500 1. 



13 



29 26 



266,480 - - 

exclusive 
of payments 
for land, 
stock, and 
plant, and 
miscellaneous 
minor dis- 
bursements, 
amounting 
to 85,788/. 



12 



28 



26 



17 



16 



19 



21 



1 

n 



84 



89 



I 



•g 



U 



4 i 17 
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REMARKS. 



28 



865 



- - During the past quarter the weather 
has been more severe, and the gales of 
wind more numerous than in any previous quarter since the com- 
mencement of the Breakwaters ; it is therefore a great satisfaction 
to be able to report, not only that there has been no damage done 
to any portion of the works of a kind worth mentioning, but that 
even a greater quantity of stone has been deposited during this 
quarter than in the previous fine weather quarter ; and that had the 
convicts been able to supply even a much larger quantity of stone 
than they have done, such has been the safety and efficiency of the 
staging, and its railway, that it could have been most advantageously 
deposited in the Breakwater. But not only has the quantity of 
rough stone deposited in the works during the past* quarter been 
gpreater than in any previous quarter, but the masonry work of the 
head of the inner Breakwater has been also considerably advancedi 
and the diving operations which it involved have not been nearly so 
much retarded by the bad weather as was anticipated. This diffi- 
cult part of the work is now all founded at a depth of 24 feet 
below low water, and portions of it raised within 16 feet of that 
level. The works now extend for a length of 8,130 feet from the 
original shore-line, and give sufficient shelter to protect a large 
number of vessels, of all classes and kinds, either whilst waiting a 
wind or when requiring refuge. During the past quarter, the Lords 
of the Admiralty made their annual inspection, and considered the 
works sufficiently advanced to make it desirable to lay down one set 
of first-class moorings, which has been done accordingly. The ac- 
companying Chart of the Bay will show the progress made with the 
works, and the shelter they now afford. — [Vtde Flan (A.) annexed.] 



14 



240 



80 



926 



I 



- - The quantity of stone loaded and 
sent from the quames by the convicts 
for depositing in the Breakwater, daring 
the past quarter, has been 117,694 tons, 
which exceeds the quantity supplied in 
any previous quarter since the commence- 
ment of the works; much of this increase 
being due to the greater amount of work 
they have performed within the last six 
weeks. 

The Breakwater is now advanced to a distance of 8,802 feet from 
the original shore-line, and shelters a considerable area of deeji 
water; and if the prisoners continue the same amount of stone per 
week for the whole summer as they have sent down for each of the 
past six week&,the Breakwater will be advanced by the autumn so as 
to add greatly to the shelter of the anchorage in the Bay during the 
next winter. 

On the 8d January ultimo there was a very heavy gale from the 
S. £., on this part of the coast, during which the Royal West India 
Company's steamer '< Magdalena " put in and landed her mails, 
and took in coal, and rode out the gale in safety, as did the 
** Bosphorus '' Cape mail steamer, which put in on the same day. 

Satisfactory progress is now being made with the deposits for 
the foundation of the eastern head of the passage, and the diving 
operations for setting the masonry in the head of the inner Break- 
water, necessarily suspended during the winter, will be resumed 
immediately. 

The annexed Chart shows the present extent of the works. — Fide 
Plan (B.) annexed.] 



j£u» M. Hendel, £ngineer-in-Chief. 
Jmo. CoofiCf Resident Engineer. 
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HARBORS OF REFUGE, 



DETAILED STATEMENT relatiye to the H abbobs 
OK Rbfugb at Dover ^ Harwich, Aldemey, Jersey^ 
and Portland \ together with the Quarteblt 
Rbports of the Enoiveers, for the Year ending 
31 March 1854. 



(Mr. WiUm.) 



Ordtnd, 6y The Huum of ComiiM>iit» to be Printed, 
1 June 1854. 
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CHANNEL ISLANDS. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable Hie Hoiue of Commont, 
dated 9 August 1 853 y^far^ 



ACCOUNT *^of the several Sums paid for the Purchase of Land in the 
Channel Islands for Harbour and for Fortification Purposes; stating the 
Place where situated, the Extent of the Land, the Date when Purchased, and 
the Prices Paid for the same.'* 



{Mr. Hume.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
7 February 1854. 
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SUMS PAID FOR PURCHASE OF LAND IN THE CHANNEL ISLANDS 
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DOVER HARBOUR. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 16 June 1853 \^f^% 



A RETURN " of all Sums received by the Warden and Assistants of Dovbr 
Harbour on account of Tonnage Duties, from the 10th day of October 1849 
to the 10th day of October 1852 (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, 
No. 488, of Session 1850)." 



£. s. d. 

10th October 1849 to the 10th October 1850 - * - 11,894 15 9 

Ditto - 1850 to 1851 - - . - - - 12,862 10 9 

Ditto - 1861 to 1852 12,683 - 1 



67. 



G. T. ThampioH, 

Re^strar. 
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